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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE 

The present volume, the third in the Fort William-India House Corns- 
pondenee series, contains the full text of the correspondence which was carried 
on by the Court of Directors of the East India Company with their Council 
at Calcutta during the period 1760-63. The documents reproduced are from 
the so-called Public Series of Bengal General Letters, barring a very few 
pertaining to the Secret Series which have been included with a view to 
filling in the gaps in the narrative which the former purport to relate. Together 
they present a unique documentation on a, most exciting period in Indian 
history—a period which witnessed the last rally of the indigenous political 
forces in Bengal against a formidable body of foreign intruders whom the 
events of 1757 had raised to a dominating position in the region. The rally 
came to a disastrous end, bringing about the complete collapse of the 
ancien rSgime and paving the way for the final emergence of the British as the 
foremost political and military power on the subcontinent. On the long- 
range effects of this upheaval, social, economic, or constitutional, the docu¬ 
ments in the present volume hardly throw any light. But all the same 
they provide indications, howsoever vague, as to the mighty changes which 
were in the offing. 

The editing of the volume was originally assigned to Prof. D. N. Banerjea, 
but as he found himself unable to discharge the responsibility, a new editor 
had to be found for the work. Ultimately on the recommendation of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission the volume was entrusted to 
Dr. R. R. Sethi, now Professor of History, Panjab University. Dr. Sethi 
had to start literally from scratch and I am beholden to him not only for the 
expedition with which he has completed the editing but for the scholarly 
labour he has brought to bear on the task. I take this opportunity to crave 
the indulgence of the readers for the unavoidable delay that has occurred 
in the publication of the volume. 

It is my pleasant duty to place on record my indebtedness to Mr. S. G. 
Sutton of the Commonwealth Office, London, the Director General 
of Archaeology, Government of India, the Oxford University Press and the 
editors of Bengal : Past and Present whose co-operation has been considerably 
helpful in illustrating the volume. I roust also express my gratitude to the 
Syndics of the Fitzwilliara Museum, Cambridge, for supplying for our use a 
photo-copy of the rare portrait of Henry Vansittart, Senior, available in 
their collection. 

It is needless to mention here ray colleagues of the Publication Branch 
of the Department but for whose able and invaluable assistance the volume 
could not have come out in its present form. 

K. D. Bhakoava 
Director of Archives^ 
Government of India, 
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INTRODUCTION 


A careful study of the correspondence between the Court of Directors 
of the English East India Ocunpany on the one hand and the Presid^t and his 
Council at Fort William on the other, for the four year period extending from 
January 1760 to December 1763 , throws valuable sidelights on an importrnt 
chapter of Indian history, and reveals certain facts and facets of considerable 
historical interest. It will, therefore, be useful to present the most important 
of these in this Introduction. 

The first matter to which reference may here be made is the rel ions of 
the English East India Company with the Nawabs or Subahdars of Bengal. 

After the Battle of Plassey in 1757 , Clive had set up Mir Jafar, brother- 
in-law of Alivardi Khan, on the vacant masnad of Murshidabad, but the sup- 
planters of the defeated and murdered Sirajud-Daulah, who had been grossly 
misinformed as to the contents of the provincial treasury, were grievously dis¬ 
appointed to find there about twenty-fifth part of the expected treasure, viz, 
5 (^ 1 , 500,000 only. The English, in their negotiations before Plassey with the 
disaffected and rebellious nobles, through the wealthy Indian banker Azmn- 
chand, had stipulated for a sum of nearly 2 }million pounds sterling, including 
large gratuities to the members of the Calcutta Coimcil, for “supporting the 
plot agairjst the ruler who was legally the ally of the Company”. There was 
not money enough in the Murshidabad coffers to meet more than a half of this 
demand. Yet on this discovery no remission of any kind was made. The 
Company insisted on getting its “pound of flesh”. Mir Jafar was conse¬ 
quently obliged to make assignments on his revenue and pledge his credit for 
years to come, with the result that the whole administration of the province 
was crippled and could not be carried on properly. The English had become 
the tutelary deities of the titular Nawab. They wielded the substance of 
power, while Mir Jafar enjoyed the shadow of it. 

Matters headed towards a crisis by the year 1760 . Mir Jafar’s govern¬ 
ment seemed irremediably deplorable. Feeble, infirm, and impotent, it was 
visibly on its last legs. The Nawab had abandoned state affairs totally to the 
hands of his Ministers, a body of men completely irresponsible and corrupt. 
Payments to the army had long fallen into arrears, and the rebellious and dis¬ 
contented soldiery constituted a standing menace. For safeguarding the 
Nawab’s person and administration, and to maintain the influence the Com¬ 
pany was exercising, it was deemed highly desirable either to set up some power 
in counterpoise to that of the Ministers, or to displace them. About this time, 
on July I, 1760 , Mir Jafar’s son, Miran (also called the “Chhota Nawab”) 
was killed in his tent by a flash of lightning.^ Miran’s death under the circum¬ 
stances was a bolt fixjm the blue for Mir Jafar, and he was so afflicted with 

!• P. 373 . This page and the pages cited hovafter refertothose of the text. 
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grief that be was > bereft of reason for a time. The calamity, moreover, caused 
a great vacuum m tbe admunsttation wfakis the young prince had been 
the mainstay; therefore, after the tragic death of bis son, Mir Jafar’sincom- 
petemce and efteteness became exposed to full view. The Nawab had had 
only that one lawful son. His two illegitimate sons were of tendo: years, and 
could not be expected to carry on the administration of the province at so 
important and fateful a juncture. Now was the chance for Mir Q^im, 
tbe son-in-law of Mir Jafar, to make a bid for the throne. This young scion 
of nobility was one for whom the highest officials at Fort William entertained 
respect. He had shown firm attachment to the Company and had consider¬ 
able influence with the notables of the province. There were not wanting 
jealous persons to poison the mind of Mir Jafar against his own son-in-law. 
Mir Jafar was in consequence wavering in his mind as to the person whom he 
should nominate his successor. Knowing this Mir Q^sim approached Henry 
Vansittart, the President of the Board of Fort William, for assistance in secur¬ 
ing the gaddi of Bengal. Keeping in view the stern necessities of public 
affairs, and the advantages expected to accrue to the Company from the ac¬ 
cession of Mir Qasim,it was decided to instal him on tbe masnad of Bengal.* 
The Calcutta Council, witn a rather cynical opportunism, set aside Miran’s 
infant s(m, Mir Saidu, who had been named the heir-apparent with Raj Bal- 
labh as his Diwan.^ 


Treaty with Mir Q/isim { 1760 ) 

The treaty between the East India Company and Mir Qasim was dis¬ 
cussed and concluded entirtely by the Select Committee, and kept a secret 
rom the other members of the Coimcil unitl it was executed in toto. A veil 
of secrecy cloaked the negotiations throughout because of their extremely 
delicate character. The document was placed before the Council only after 
it had bem executed.* As a consequence of this compact, Mir Jafar had to 
vacate his throne in favour of his son-in-law and retire to Calcutta. This 
displacement was effected without any disturbance whatever, not a man was 
hurt, not a shot fired. The ci-devant Nawab was received at Calcutta with all 
due honours and dignities,* and he continued to reside there till his re-instal- 
lation fin July, 1763 ) as the Nawab. The usurper of his throne grudgmgly 
provided him with a pension of Rs. 10,000 per month.* 

The East India Company gained substantial advantages by the transfer 
of tbe titular sovereignty to Mir Qasim. The latter ratified the treaty for* 
merly exbtiog between his predecessor and tbe Company, and undertook to 
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pay off4ie debts <oftbe rzflfikwab to it&e doi^P^may. He p^ed to 
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<valvel»k<teRaite^ to tbe west^ oortiMweatacid ttastic^ Calaitta. Ti» Ctoespany 
was to administer the mnvly acquired xiismicts in any way it deemed most 
.<^i8iralde. The new ruler in addition panted his bcnel^ctoia half the eimm 
to be produced at Syihet for three years to come, on payment at its prime 
cost. He engaged to make a free wU offering of half a miUkm rt^ees, to be 
sent to the Presidwicy of Madras for the prosecution of the war against the 
French in the South. He further pledged to reissue the order of the previous 
adnunistration for the currency of the Calcutta nA‘^ar.^(coins). It is thm abun¬ 
dantly clear that the Company gained substantially by this tiansaction> The 
Court of Directors commended the action of President Vansittart in bringing 
about this great change in the administration, and for securing these advan¬ 
tages for the Company.® 

Peter Amyatt, William Ellis, and Harry Smyth (membera of the Council) 
on the oth^ hand, disapproved of the change in the govwnment, and found 
fault with Vansittart for having be^ instrumental in effecting it.® The 
President referred to their criticism in the foUovring terms : “I know however 
that there are many who led some by ignorance but more by pregjudicc strive 
to overlook the necessity of the Resolutions taken; the manner and Circum¬ 
stances of their Execution, and the Advantages procured for the Company, and 
endeavour to represent the measures as a premeditated Breach of treaties 
and the consequences as hurtful to the Company, insinuating always that the 
Select Gorrunittee who unanimnusly resolved on this plan, and particularly 
myself had interested Views.” Vansittart appealed to the Court of Directors 
to defend him against all unjust aspersions. “Nor do I e^ect or desire this 
until you are convinced yourselves of my having sought with Diligence 
and disinterestedness the Welfare of this Country and the prosperity of the 
Company.”^® 

Dispute with Mir Qjisim 

Things proceeded smoothly for some time during which Mir Q/fisim ho¬ 
nestly did bis best to put the affairs of the province on a sound footing and to 
meet his engagements with the English, but certain causes soon chopped up 
to {H'oduce strained relations betweeu the contracting parties. One of th,em 
was the disputes, complaints and remonstrances at Patna between Maj. 
Gamac (€he Company's new representative) and the Nawab, and later bet¬ 
ween Oamac’s successor Col. Orote and the Nawab, in regard to Ram Nara- 
yan, the .Void of Bihar. These conflicts had sharp repercussions in the shape 
of acute .difference of opinion in the Council. None of its miemiMrs troubled 
h inM fflf about the merits of the case or even about the higher interests of his 
own native country; all merely indulged in recriminations agabist one another. 
7. P. a7o- 



xviii iNTRjoi^trcrriON 

The Nawab hiMi one more cause of uneasiness in the rduge affcu'ded by die 
Oompany to Ram Narayan. Also he was told by interoted persoza that the 
Qompany aimed at securing for themselves the Diwani of the province of Ben¬ 
gal.^ But the most important cause of conflict was the quesdon 
of trade privileges. The Nawab, by one of the stipulati<ms in the treaty, had 
agreed to charge no transit duty on the inland trade the English were allowed 
to carry on in Bengal. But many unfortimate abuses had crept into this ar¬ 
rangement. Young writCTs, far too junior in the Company’s service, b^n 
to participate in the inland trade with the assistance of their Indian t^ents or 
baniyas. Large fortunes were thus made by them through the use of dastaksM 

To take up the vexed matter of internal trade: the English had, in 1717 , 
obtained from the Mughal Emperor, Farrukhsiyar, ‘‘the right of (X)nducting 
export trade free of duty” which they had ever since enjoyed. This privilege 
had, however, been given only in respect of goods sent into, or exported out of 
Bengal by sea. But subsequently (1757 onwards), the East India Company’s 
employees began to put forward the false and totally unjustifiable pretension 
that the personal trade in articles such as salt, tobacco and betel-nut within the 
province, which they were engaged in for private gain, should be similarly 
favoured, though Indian traders had to bear the full burden of the duties. 
Armed with this uryust privilege, the foreigners could easily attract a steadily 
increasing share of the trade, either directly or through their Indian agents 
{gumashtas). More indefensible still, a number of the Company’s men someti¬ 
mes even fanned out to indigenous traders having no connection with the Com¬ 
pany, the passes granted by the Company.^* Thus, on the one hand, the 
British exacted from the Indian potentate (Mir Qasim) heavy sums for the 
maintenance of their troops that defended his territories, while on the other 
hand, their actions went far to diminish the yield of the customs which formed 
the mainstay of that ruler’s revenues, and by unjust trade rivalry to impoverish 
precisely those sections of the population from which the taxes used to be deri¬ 
ved in normal times. 

The Nawab found himself unable to carry on the government of the Pro¬ 
vince with so greatly diminished revenues, and naturally exerted himself to 
secure a cessation of this iniquitous state of afikirs. In vain did he tr jr th reason 
with his oppressors.i^ When his dignified and just remonstrances repeatedly 
failed to have any effect, his annoyance inevitably grew more acute and mani¬ 
fest. Things at last reached such a pass that the Nawab, in despair, decided 
to abolish customs dues on internal trade altogether, thus cutting the ground 
from under the feet of the English, and putting'his own subjects on a level 
with them. But this desperate remedy displeased the latter, as the measure 
deprived them in Bengal of the benefits they had so long derived from their 

position of j^ivilege. 
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‘A f^iat that merits attention is that the Court of Directors felt that the 
Nawah bei^ tmjustly deprived of his revenues by the sLcticois of their 
employees. Vansittart was accordingly instructed by them to give 
the Nawab fall assmance that the Company stood for his welfare and pros- 
perity. The Directors further found fault widi the conduct of William 
Ellis, the Chief of the factory at Patna, who had undisguisedly tried to 
dispars^ hlir Q^im. Their severe displeasure at the constant bickerings 
of this officer with the Nawab led them to direct Vansittart to dispense with 
his services in Bengal and transfer him to Bombay.1* 

fVarren Hastings Deputed to Mir Qjisim 

In order to secure the resumption of friendly relations with the Nawab, 
and to dispel from his mind groundless apprehensions, the Fort William fim- 
ctionaries resolved to depute Warren Hastings to Mir Qasim who was th«i 
at Patna. He was to assure the Nawab of the Company’s friendliness towards 
him, and incidentally to urge him not to lend ear or give credence to the insi¬ 
nuations and reports of interested parties against the English officials. The 
ruler was to be pressed to punish severely all those trying to create bad blood 
between him and the Company. One of the members of the Cotmcil, mz. 
Peter Amyatt, proposed that Hastings should be asked to demand from the 
Nawab the sum of twenty lakhs of rupees which the latter had offered to the 
members of the Select Committee at Calcutta as a present. In spite of Maj. 
Carnac, John Johnstone and William Hay joining Amyatt in this demand, 
Vansittart, the President, opposed the si^estion. His standpoint was that 
the Select Committee having unconditionally rejected the offer, neither the 
Company nor any individual could prefer any just claim upon the Nawab for 
the said sum.'* The Directors of the Company fully agreed with this view 
of Vansittart, and wrote ; . .we cannot comprehend upon what ground 

the majority of the Goimcil, contrary to the recommendations made by the 
President against it, could venture to authorize Mr. Hastings to demand of the 
Nabob in our name 20 lacs of rupees upon the bare pretence that he had made 
an offer of that sum to Mr. Vansittart and the Select Committee at the time 
of making the treaty for his accession and which had been then so properly 
and so honourably refused. We rejoice at the just and spirited refusal he 
gave to that imwarrantable demand.”'’ Hastings’ mission to the Nawab 
did not in any way improve matters. 

Vansittart's Mission to Mir Qjisim 

President Vansittmt on a visit to the Nawab at Monghyr drew the at¬ 
tention of the latter to many complaints made by the factories of CSiittagong, 
Dacca, and Lakshmipur. r^arding the stoppage of their boats at different 
chmddes, Mir Q^sim in return brought to the notice of the President the 
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gum^tas west employed diiefly in the tmde ofKtk, tohacco Mid betel^atit; 
'fbe K««mfe’huther protmted- gainst hit loss of mcosne, brought abhtil by the 
ftCtioA of these anderlings. Vaasittart and i&stuxgs put fSarwMrd to the Nawah 
a number of proposals to regulate the inland tirade and to impose certain 
rBstrictions on the servants of the Nawab and on the Qompanty's ffmmhias^ 
Finally, it was agreed that the Snglidi slumld pay duties at § per cent on their 
intemal trade and should refrain fctm issuing da^aks^ subject to the apfffovall 
of the Calcutta Council.** Vansittart plainly told Mir Qasim that no 
restrictions should be ptaOed on the English trade so tong as another 
agreemcait was not finally concluded between the parties,*® but the Nawab by 
a fatal error began to act on the terms agreed upon with the President at 
once,^ thinking that the latter’s consent was all<sufficient. 

The Nawab closed and stockaded one of the gates of Patna city close to 
the English factory, and ran an entrenchment into the river Ganges there 
thus preventing the tracking of the boats on the side of the English factory.*® 

The Calcutta Council discussed the question of inland trade rw-fl-wV 
the Nawab, and disowned the action of their Piresident in entering into an 
agreement with the Nawab in respect of internal trade, holding the view that, 
according to the farmans, treaties, and hasBulkukms, the English had an absolute 
right to carry on foreign as well as inland trade in the province of Bengal, 
Bihar and Otissa by m^ans of dostaks, free of all kinds of duty or customs, 
except for a tax of a J per cent on the rawana or Hooghly market price of salt.** 
It was further resolved that the English agents should be liable to English 
control only. It is noteworthy that the Council by passing these resolu¬ 
tions was prepared to involve the province in a tangle, and even to risk its 
loss, Ota an issue in which the Company, as distinct from its servants, had no 
interest at ail. 

Now ensued an onedifying spectacle. The Council and the Nawab vied 
with one another in pouring indiscriminate abuse on the other party, and in 
complaining of eacn other’s actions. The Nawab took his stand on the agree¬ 
ment entered into with the President, and the Council on their latest decisiem; 
and these opposing points of view generated endless acrimtxiy between them. 

Some members of the Fort William Council and a couple of other servants 
of the Company eomphimed against the Nawab’s Faujdar at Rangamati and 
it was de^ed by the Boswd to capture the said official and to bring bini 

to Calcutta. A similar oompiaont coming in from LahshmipUr led to ordm's- 
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Kawati^s olScer for tlw district of Dacca.** 

Vanaittart wrote repeatedly to the Nawab informing him that the tra<fe 
regulations which had been proposed could not be enforced. The resolutions: 
of the Board with reg^urd to the Barhanna gate at Patna were also communi* 
cated to him. The President furthw forwarded the complamts he had recei¬ 
ved against the Nawab*s employees from different places in the province and 
demanded ample reparation.** 

Mission of An^att and Hay 

The Calcutta authorities resolved to send Peter Amyatt and William 
Hay, members of the Board, to the Nawab to explmn fully to him the Com¬ 
pany’s point of view, and reach an agreement with him regarding the rules 
for levying custom duty on salt. The Nawab was informed of the dispatch 
of this mission. The letter to him mentioned that while the East India Ccm- 
pany would gladly scrutinize any complaints received i^ainst English scents 
or gumashtas, and would cause them to make amends for whatever uiyust 
acts had been committed by them, the Nawab too, on his part, was to take 
similar action against those officers of his who had committed acts of obstruc¬ 
tion and extortkm.** The English officials of Fort William had a letter from 
Patna to the effect that the Nawab had issued orders to the former’s gumashtas 
engaged in supplying opium in Bihar to pay duty on that commodity. In¬ 
quiries were made of the Mib of Patna, Raja Naubat Rai, about this allega¬ 
tion. On receipt ofhis reply, it was decided that the Prissident should write 
to the Nawab, demsmding a clear and prompt answer as to whether the latter 
was prepared to rescind his previous orders, and to allow English trade to 
continue without let or hindrance, as before. It was further decided to warn 
the Nawab that if the latter refused or neglected to give a satisfactory reply 
a rupture between the two parties would be inevitable.*® 

The President now received two letters from the Nawab* These commu¬ 
nications contained complaints against Ellis, and representations in respect 
of the losses suffered by the ruler because of the disturbances in the Province. 
While answering them the Nawab yas assured that so long as he did not act 
to the prejudice of the English trade, or permit his officials to do so, his go¬ 
vernment would be safe, and that the Company would always be ready to 
help him to maintain all his rights.*® 

Meanwhile the Board learnt through letters from Patna that the Nawab 
bad extmpted the entire trade, the Company’s as well as the Indian merchants’ 
from duties of every kind and had asked Raja Naubat Rai to comply with 
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those ordtts stric^y. When the Board took up this matter for deUberatiotk 
the mtjorky in the Board held the view that the Nawab, as Subahdar, had 
exceeded his lawful powers in the action he had taken; his only object cotild 
have been to injure the Company’s interests. Tnerefore, it was resolved iq)on 
to add a paragraph supplementing the instructions of Amyatt and Hay direc> 
ting them to represent the matter to the Nawab, and to insist upon revocation 
of his recent orders and collection of the custom duties as before,*’' 

At this time, fresh letters from Mir Qasim arrived, complaining against 
Ellis for having captured the Faujdar's Kaib (Deputy) at Tajpur for interrupt¬ 
ing the saltpetre investment. Mir Qasim also protested against the seizure 
by the English of some of his officials in Dacca district.*® 

The Company in reply assured the Nawab of complete non-interference 
with his officers on condition that the latter too did not obstruct English traders 
and their agents. It went on to remind the Nawab that the Company had to 
rely upon its own force to protect its trade only after discovering that it was 
futile to depend upon the Nawab’s government for that purpose. He was 
also warned that though the English were determined to uphold him and his 
government in all his rights, yet if he opposed them or their agents when car¬ 
rying out their orders, such action on his part would be tantamount to an 
open declaration of war, and would be dealt with as such. He was also inti¬ 
mated that the Company would sc id Amyatt and Hay to him in order to set¬ 
tle all outstanding questions with him.*® 

News cam? to Fort William at this time of an attack on the sepoys in 
charge of the saltpetre investment by a detachment of the Nawab’s troops. 
The latter had killed four and wounded three of the guards and taken away 
the others as captives. Since the Nawab had afterwards released them the 
Company decided not to proceed in the matter.*® 

It was also resolved to issue directions to Amyatt and Hay, to inquire 
of the Nawab as to whether any private compact existed between him and the 
President, providing for the exemption of the latter’s goods from payment of 
the 9% ad valorem duty as laid down by earlier regulations.It is clear fiom 
his resolution of the Council that its members did not hesitate even to prefer 
charges of imderhand dealings against their own President. 

The despatch of the two agents to the Nawab had been held up awaiting 
the latter’s reply; when this was received, it did not appear helpful. The 
Nawab expressed inability to receive the deputation, contending that 
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du h« had already repealed all the duties, any further conference on the matter 
Was quite tumeoNsalry and uncalled for. He also regcctod the English demand 
for compensation for the losses suffered by them.** 

Another meeting of the Board took place and it was resolved by the 
majority that one more communication should be sent to the Nawab insist¬ 
ing that he must receive Amyatt and Hay.** President Vansittart therefore 
-wrote to Mir Qasim to that effect, at the same time pointing out the undesir¬ 
able tone of the latter’s communications and the general impropriety of his 
conduct and adding that the consequence of it could only be a rupture bet¬ 
ween the parties.** 


Importam of Amyatt and Hay's Mission 

An effort was made in that letter to demonstrate the sincerity of English 
intentions towards the Nawab. An assurance was given that it was only 
in order to terminate the unhappy state of relatiorxs and to settle outstanding 
differences that the delegation was going to him. That mission should be re¬ 
garded “as the Strongest Mark of our Friendship and Compliment paid him; 
And that it therefore behoved him to write us immediately that he would 
receive the Deputation in a suitable Manner to treat upon Business. That 
if he refused so reasonable a Demand, it would not be in our Power to remove 
the Suspicions & Jealousies which he harbomed in his Mind; And as the Alarms 
in all parts of the Country must be attended with very great Loss and Detriment 
both to his Affairs and the Company’s that a Breach of the Friendship between 
us would infallibly ersurc [ensue]. That We once more assured him of our 
Hearty Resolution to support and assist him in every Branch of his Go¬ 
vernment but that if he refused to receive the Present Deputation, it would be 
regarded in no other light than a Declaration on his side of his Intention to 
come to a Rupture with us.”** 

In a separate letter to the Court of Directors, dated May 20,1763, Pre¬ 
sident Vansittart expressed the hope that the differences between the Com¬ 
pany and the Nawab would be amicably removed as a result of Amyatt and 
Hay’s mission. He felt that the Nawab would “acquiesce in eveiything Messrs 
Amyatt juid Hay have to propose to him from the Board. Indeed he has no 
remedy, for his ruin would be inevitable if he was to come *0 a Rupture with 
us. ” »• 

It may here be pointed out that in most of the decisions of the Board in 
regard to dealings with Mir Qasim there existed sharp differences of opinion 
among its members. The decisions, therefoie, were generally only majority 
decisions; several members nearly always dissented as to many important 
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dMftilf. In the wsriiaanicw debates that pfeoeded diete deciinoni isutual 
regard vm someltees quite forgotten. However, the beginning of hostUitiea 
between the Conipany and Mir Qasim put an end to all those differences^ 
and made all the members zealously and fully co-operate with one another.*^ 

An^att and Hay at Mmgkyr 

To turn back to the story of the mi»ion, the two delegates first of sdf 
readied Mursbidabad and leff chat city on April 24, 1763. They reached 
Monghyr on May la, without encountering any serious difficulties. From 
their experience at their first meeting with the Nawab, it seemed that the 
differences which formed the subject of the negotiations could be adjusted 
amicably. Amyatt and Hay then presented to the Nawab a complete copy 
of the instructions they had received from their principals at Fort William; 
for some time they awaited the Nawab’s reply. When that communication 
was received, it was found that the Nawab had done nothing more than refer 
to the unreasonableness of the English demands. He had also reiterated 
his old contention that there was no room left for any disputes since all duties 
had already been abolished.*® 

The next event in the fateful story was the detention by the Nawab’s 
officers at Monghyr of 500 stands of arms being sent to Patna. Amyatt request¬ 
ed the Nawab to release them, but his efforts proved of no avail. So he fcl 
that it was futile and improper for him and his colleague to prolong their 
stay at Monghyr and he informed the Fort William authorities to that effect. 

The Nawab told Amyatt plainly that he would not comply with any of 
the English demands or release the arms unless the British troops daily creating 
trouble at Patna were recalled to Monghyr. Mir Qasim also asked Amyatt 
to wait for some time for orders from Calcutta.*® 

Foimerly, there used to be mutual courtesy whenever Amyatt and Hay 
met the Nawab, but now these gentlemen were treated in a scurvy and dis¬ 
couraging manner, and had to put up with intolerable treatment.**^ 

Case of Jagat Seths 

While Amyatt and Hay were at Murshidabad the Nawab had seized 
Jagat Seth and his brother, and carried them off as prisoners to Mon^yr. 
The reason given for the maltreatment of these magnates was their alleged, 
connection and fiiend^i^ wkh the English. The President of theBoanl as well 
as Amyatt requested the Nawab for their release. Mir Qpsim wrote back. 
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dm be suMMl no htorm tlbC Ja^a» Setbs tiuit they were being ke{>t At 
Moe^gbyf Onijr on Acoo^ O# the ctistdXn of the ocnintry that they should live 
wherever he himself hfbd.^ 

Many com|>lainCS Were received of the lifawab’s olficiatk impeding the 
Enghsh trade in opium and saltpetre at Patna, and smaU parties of the 
Ooinpany*s troops were twice involved in skirmishes with some of the 
Nawab’s sepoys.** 


War Preparations 

Aa the situation continued steadily to deteriorate, it was thought desirable 
to draw up m advance a plan of operations in the event of hostilities breaking 
out with the Nawab. Directions, therefore, went out to the Chief and Coun¬ 
cil at Patua that in case of a declas-ation of war they were to attack and possess 
themselves of that city, if they regarded themselves equal to that task. But 
if they thought themselves xmable to do so, they were to choose a smtable 
position for defence. Troops would be rushed to Patna, if required, to rein¬ 
force the English there. However, the officials at Patna were enjoined to act 
with circumspection. At that time the garrison tnere comprised aso European 
foot-soldiers, 57 aatillery-men, and 2709 sepoys, besides 27 commissioned 
officers.** 

Such being the situation, the Board held a meeting at Calcutta to decide 
tipon and plwi a course of action. It was resolved that the Company should 
in no case agree to the demand ftw the withdrawal of their troops from Patna, 
whether the Nawab did or did not comply with the English demands. In 
case the Nawab insisted on his demand, Amyatt and Hay were to return to 
Calcutta forthwith, even without obtaining leave of the Nawab, for the sake 
of their safety. Vansittart, it is worthy of note, difiered from these resolutions 
in certain partictilars.*^ The Board considered his views and then decided 
to instruct their delegates that in case the arms seized by Mir Qasim were 
released they should try to reassure him that the troops at Patna were there 
only for the good of the Nawab and for no other purpose. The Company 
was also preps^ed to send Muhammad Ali (Faujdar of Dacca), and the other 
officers of the Nawab hdd in detention at Calcutta, on condition that their 
master vras to inquire into their offences.** 

The subseqiient correspondence reveals that the Nawab had practically 
no confidence left in the Company. War was regarded as unavoidable by 
Amyatt and Hay. Reports came from Patna that attempts were being made 
to thin the ranks of the Company's sepoys by undermining their loyalty. 
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"We learn that biiiwcen i June and 6 June (1763), there were about two hniut 
dred such defecdons. ElUs, Obief of Patna &ctory, had to take measures to 
prevent the desertions assuming more serious proportions.^’ 

By now, it had become amply evident that the Nawab had determined 
-on a breach with the Company; so it was considered necessary to decide 
as to where the Company’s troops were to be posted. It was ajso to be decided 
as to who was to be installed as the new Nawab in place of Mir Qasim, smd 
how the expenses of the war and the consequent losses to private individuals 
were to be met.** 

Mir Qasim meantime repeated his complaints against Ellis, and reiterated 
the demand for the recall of the Company’s troops from Patna. The Nawab 
regarded Ellis as his deadly enemy, and wanted the Company to replace lum 
by any other person. He expressed his willingness to allow Amyatt to return 
to Calcutta. But he insisted on keeping Hay as a hostage for Muhammad 
Ali and other prisoners with the English. 

News was now received from Johnstone, who was at Burdwan, that 
large bodies of the Nawab’s sepoys were proceeding from Murshidabad 
towards the frontier of Burdwan. Reports were also received from Cossim- 
bazar that the Company’s dak qasids (carriers of post) had been expelled from 
their stations and consequently all correspondence had ceased. Information 
was also received that hostilities had actually commenced at Patna.** 

Treaty with Mir Jafar (1763) 

The Fort William Board now took up for discussion the new arrange¬ 
ments to be entered into for placing another ruler as the subahdar of Bengal 
in place of Mir Qasim. President Vansittart, however, declined to give any 
opinion, declaring that it was his intention to quit the chair as soon as the war 
was brought to a successful close and that he therefore “left it to the other 
Members on whom would rest the future management of Affairs, to determine 
in this Point”.*® As the matter was naturally regarded as a very important 
one, it was considered whether it was advisable to postpone discussion of it 
till Amyatt returned. However, as the situation was growing from bad to 
worse every day, and there was no certainty regarding Amyatt’s arrival, it 
was resolved by the Board, Vansittart and Warren Hastings remaining neu¬ 
tral, that Mir Jafar should be brought back to the throne in place of Mir Qasim. 
A treaty for this purpose was to be concluded by the Company with Mir 
Jafar and an ad hoe c<>mmittee of the Board was to deal with this matter, while 
a set of articles embodying the blue-print of the document to be executed, 
-was put into writing, amended, and approved. Tbe Board appointed a 
■deputation to wait upon Mir Ja&r and to acquaint him with the resolution 
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liassed in bit favour. > Afl«r some pmparlm ,tbe cx*Nawab agreed to assume 
the government and to execute the desired treaty as socm as its provisions 
had recdved their final retouching. On 7 July 1763, war was declaml against 
Mir Qasim, and Mir Jafar was declared as Ac new Nawab. The proclama¬ 
tion was publicy read out on the next day and the treaty with the restored 
ruler was signed two days later (10 July), its most important article providing 
for unhampered trade in the country, firee of custom duties, in all commodities 
(with the single exception of salt, on which the Company s^eed to pay aj% 
to the Nawab). The roifainiant agreed to pay to the Company three million 
rupees for expenses and maJung up the losses caused by the war with Mir 
Qasim. Further he agreed to indemnify the war losses of all private mer¬ 
chants living under English protection. It is worthy of mention that when 
the provisions of the treaty were first put up before the Board, President Van- 
sittart and Warren Hastings declared their unwillingness to be parties to any 
treaty with the new ruler. When, however, the proclamation and the treaty 
were subsequently put up for signature, they rescinded their decision, feeling 
that the public interest called for a united front against the enemy (Mir Qasim). 
Vansittart thought that such unanimity would also appeal better to Mir 
Jafar. Small surprise then that the two dissidents came round to sign the 
proclamation and the other public documents. All this over, Mir Jafar 
joined die British troops moving against the deposed Nawab. 

Fate of Amyatt 

We may now revert to the story of the mission of Amyatt and Hay. As 
Amyatt found that nothing worthwhile could be achieved by extending his 
stay, he took leave of the Nawab on 24 June 1763, and obtained the usual pass 
for his journey. He and his party started for Calcutta by boats and proceeded 
to Cossimbazar, Hay having been detained by Mir Qasim. On 3 July, when 
the boats conveying the party were passing Murshidabad, they were fired 
upon by some sepoys massed for that purpose on both banks of the Cossim¬ 
bazar river (i.e. the Bhagirathi). Some of the party were killed in the firing. 
Amyatt immediately came out of his boat and landing with a few Indian sol¬ 
diers, ordered the Nawab’s sepoys not to fire, trying to make them realize 
that he was in possession of a pass from the Nawab, and had no hostile intentions 
whatever. As ill-luck would have it, at this moment a horse advanced and 
some of the sepoys fired. This iiftmcdiately lead to a ntilie in which Amyatt, 
with most of his companions, was hacked to pieces. The few survivors were 
taken captive and carried to Monghyr.“ 

Garrison at Patna 

The officials at Fort William were full of anxiety as to what might have 
happened to the garrison at Patna, as mutually contradictory reports had 
come in as r^fards its fate. The insolent letter of Mir Qasim added to the 
Board's misgivings and anxieties. The truth was at last brought to them in a 
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letter from Capt^ < 5 earge Wiiaon, dated *7 * 7 <» 3 * Tim axratptmdmt 

hsid been on tne icene of the occurrence. 1%ie kjter fald th«t EUi» md 
Council, having decided to take the city of Pate* on ^5 |une, had in ^aet 
carried out their decision on the morning of the date spedaed. When <fce 
English had secured possession of the cky, most of its inhabitants, faeadnd by 
the native Governor, had fled in panic. But they had later decided to cooae 
back to recapture the city, and had succeeded in getting the better of the Bri» 
tirft garrison, mainly because, after the capture of the city, the Company's 
soldiers, both European and Indian, had indulged in looting and robbing. 
As they could rwt be reassembled at short notice, they were worsted. This 
discomfiture lead to a large number of defections from the ranks of the Com* 
pany’s Indian sepoys. It was then decided to proceed to the territories of 
Shujaud-Dautah, and the river was crossed on 26 June. Up to Ghhapra, no 
obstruction was encountered. But <mi the last day of the month, the Fmjder 
with about 2000 mraa attacked the Company’s troops, and was deflated* 
Receiving fresh reinforcements from Bhojpur the enemy next day repeated 
his attack more successfully, killing about fifty Europeans, among whom 
was Gapt. Garstairs. A day after this battle, viz. on 2 July, Ellis, along with 
some officers and privates, was taken captive and carried to Monghyr.«> 

Factory at Gossimbazar 

We may now turn our attention to events at the Gossimbazar factory. 
It was besieged by the Nawab’s troops. As the ten inmates found themselves 
unable *0 hold out, they decided on 5 July to retreat to the Dutch factory 
at KaUcapur. The Naidt of Murshidabad demanded from the Dutch the surren¬ 
der of the refugees, and they agreed to give them up. They were made pri¬ 
soners and sent to the Nawab at Monghyr. 

Factory at Dacca 

The Nawab’s soldiers also attacked the English factory at Dacca, which 
however, was successfully defended and the attackers had to withdraw, sus¬ 
taining some losses. But the defenders, finding that they had exhausted their 
ammunition, felt that they would not succeed in warding off a second attack. 
Therefore, they withdrew to Lakshmipur on 7 July, and sent word to Fwt 
William of their withdrawal. On receiving this intimation, the officials 
at Fort William seat orders to the factories at Lakshmipur and Chittagong 
to assemble a force aloptig with the Manipur detachment, to proceed to recap¬ 
ture the factory at Dacca, and also to occupy and hold that city on behalf 
of the new Nawab. Gapt. Grant of Chittagong left that place and proceeded 
to Lakshmipur whence, \oined by the Manipur detachment, he arrived at the 
Dacca factory on 17 JuMr, and captured the city and fort of Dacca* It *?ay be 
mentioned that when the Ec^Ush had withdrawn from that factory, Rs. 45*000/- 
had been left behind in that estaWishment.** 
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’ « By now, the British forces, commaniied by Maj. Adams, had also been 
joined by Mir Jafar on their way to Murshidabad. The first engagement 
tooh place on 19 July, opposite Katwa, a place on the CUossimbazar side of the 
^vcr within 15 nules of Plassey. Adams crossed the river at dead of night, 
and attacked the Nawab’s sepoys, who were routed after only a sli^t oppo¬ 
sition, the losses on the English side being quite negligible. Capt. Long, 
commanding a detachment, took the fort of Katwa, including all the artillery 
in it. Muhanmiad Taqi Khan, who had led the attack on Amyatt’s party, 
"was mortally wounded in this action, and died a few days later.#* 

Battle of Suti 

Adams entered Murshidabad, without meeting much resistance, on 24 
July, and it was at this city that Mir Jafar was proclaimed Nawab with due 
formalities. After spending four days there to refresh his forces, Adams 
started his march towards Monghyr on 28 July. A place called Suti, at the 
head of the Bhagirathi river, was reached five days later, and was the sci^e of a 
stubborn fight with a large body of Mir Qasim’s best troops and artillery, 
who occupied a position of vantage and made a resolute stand, quite uncommon 
for the sepoys of those days. The fierce fighting went on for four hours, but 
in the end Mir Qasim’s troops were crushingly defeated. On the victor’s 
side 40 Europeans, 6 officers, and 299 other ranks were wounded or killed. 
There were heavy casualties on the other side too. Twenty-three pieces of 
cannon, and a hundred and fifty boats loaded with military equipment and 
other stores were taken. Maj. Camac, who commanded the vigorous on¬ 
slaught on the main body of the enemy, played a brilliant part in this battle.*’ 

Battle of XJdhua Nullah. 

After the battle, Adams advanced to Rajmahal, about 3 or 4 miles firom 
which place was the strong entrenchment the Nawab had thrown up to the 
river from the hill. In order to avoid danger, it was resolved to cany on re¬ 
gular approaches, which having been done by 5 September, the Major deci¬ 
ded upon an assault, which was carried out with very few casualties. The 
battle of Udhua Nullah was decisive inasmuch as Mir Qasim had seemed to 
X^Uu:e his chief confidence in the strength of this entrenchment. This battle 
resulted in the cutting off from the Nawab of all supplies from Bengal, which 
fell completely into the hands of the victors,** 

Mir QjtsinCs Threat to Kill Prisoners 

After his defeat, Mir Qasim sent letters to Adams, conveying a threat to 
kill an the Europeans in the former’s hands if the Company’s troops proceeded 
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further, lliis <;ommunication was referred to President Vansittast by 
Adams for advii^e. llie Council at Fort William held the view that lite ene¬ 
my’s threat was merely the outcome of his inability to carry on the war, and 
so they wrote to the Major that “great as our Concern was for the Safety of 
those Gentlemen, We thought, the more We let it appear to him, the nuffc 
we should expose them to such a Risk. That it was impossible any Terms 
of Accommodation could take place between Us, or that We could give him 
the least hopes of the Opwation of our Army being suspended on that account.” 
The authorities impressed Adams with the necessity for his remaining firm, 
and with their determination to wage the war vigorously. The Council also 
intimated to him that, wi h a view to preserving the lives of the prisoners 
held by Mir Qasim, the former were ready to allow Mir Qasim to retire un¬ 
harmed, should he make such a proposal and immediately hand over his 
prisoners. The Company could allow Mir Qasim to reside at Rohtasgarh for 
a year, on coniicion that he lived there quietly, meanwhile deciding the 
ultimate place of his retirement. Adams was left with discretion to carry 
out these instructions in the way he considered, under the circumstances, to 
be the most advantageous. The Company was also prepared to exchange 
William Hay for Muhammad Ali, the XzXtFaujdar {J{aib) of Dacca.®* 

Capture of Monghyr and the Fall of Patna 

The Company’s forces commanded by Adams continued their march 
towards Monghyr, besieging the fort there, which surrendered after putting 
up only a token show of opposition. After taking Monghyr, the forces of the 
Company turned their face towards Patna, which was taken by assault on 
6 November, after the necessary approaches had been made. In this action 
they lost Maj. John Irving.*® 

Some time prior to the Company’s forces reaching Patna, Mir Qasim had 
hurriedly left that city, retiring towards Rohtasgarh. Adams, after the fal 
of Patna, now started in hot pursuit of the fugitive who, however, continued 
his flight towards the river Karamnasa, without pausing to offer fight, crossing 
the great river into Shujaud-Daulah’s territories with his few remaining sepoys 
and effects.® 


Massacre at Patna 

It will be remembered that Mir Qasim had threatened to slaughter the 
European prisoners in his hands in case the further advance of the Company’s 
forces continued. The Council at Fort William, approached by Adams for 
advice, had instructed him to remain firm. As a consequence, when that 
officer advanced towards Monghyr, the prisoners were transferred from that 
city to Patna. Mir Qasim now resolved to execute his threat, and the bar¬ 
barous atttjcity was at last committed through the instrumentality of Walter 
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ton, vdtoK H& wps tfHured pfirNps to utUiae ha services m negotiating with 
his fcUowf-ccmiitryiiiea for peace*** 

ShtA Alam Skujaud-Jkiuta^ 

1^ 9 C^ qf yf' 0 i ¥if Q^I 
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with their forces to a point within a day's march of Benares, to which town they 

Ifqw ^«ja- 

his advance 
asim* But he 

was informed that the Company stood in no need of any Msi^ance against 
that foe, but that they would desire his help in securing the person of Mir 
Qasim along with his effects.®* A little later, both Snujaud-Daulah and Shah 
Alam joined hands with the rebel, Mir Qasim,who had fled across the frontier 
of Oudh,** against the foreign«s but their combined forces were worsted by 
the latter under the command of Maj. Munro at the battle of Buxar in 1764. 

Distress SiffuU to Madras and Bombay Presidencies 

We may now allude to the help given by the other Presidencies to Fort 
William in the prosecution of the war. When war was declared 
we learn that the authorities at Calcutta despatched ap urgent SOS 
to the sister Presidencies in the South and the West, asking them to send 
reinforcements to the maximum extent available, and also sou^^t help from 
Admiral Comjsh, whp was informed that, as circumstances bad forced the 
hands of the Fort William authorities to throw into the war every able-bodied 
tHcy oouW lay hands upon, the settlement had ip consequence [been 
denuded of its defence, and W bare and hclplcfe in ease an attach were made. 
It would tberefops of ^hc utmqst impqrtancc to the pnd inteteittof 
the Gompitty ip if PiP WJetty’f v^ss^ we^e sent to 

the Bay of Bengal, with a force of marines to garrison (^cutta. Admiral 
Cornish responded with a propiisc of two ships and two frigates along with 
the larger part of the ma^es with him. Madras promised to despatch a 
force of about two hundred and fifty. *“ 

Btefence of CedaUta 

When Maj. Adami? started upon his match with the forces under him, 
Capt. MdiCaa remained in garrison with six companies of sepoys for holding 
Calcutta. >ViI possible measures to strengthen the defence were immediately 
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taken, e^g., motmting the ramparts of the new fort and filling themagaoines 
with adequate supplies of ammunition and proviaionB. The C!ompany*s em* 
ployees and other civilians at Calcutta formed themselves into a comply of 
militia, about 200 strong, which was given military training,** while about 90 
seamen were tr^ed in the use of artillory. When all these preliminaries had 
been completed, Gapt. McLean was in a position to take the field. Dhrectitms 
were given to him to proceed via Burdwan and Birbhum, and thence to effect 
a junction with Maj. Adams’s troops, going by the western road through the 
hills. One of the ainn of this manoeuvre was to frighten Mir Qasim^s forces at 
Monghyr, another being to be in a position to protect Burdwan, if 
necessary.*’ 

Great credit was due to Maj. Adams for his achievements. He won military 
success, with a minimmn loss of men,*® in the teeth of extraordinary difficulties 
and fatigue due to the monsoonish weather conditions and the poor roads. 
Anyhow the Company’s objective was attained, viz>t the restoration of Mir 
Jafar to the throne in order to secure the trade privileges of the Company’s 
servants. 


Relations with Ram Narayan 

We may now glance in passing at the relations of the Company with Ram 
Narayan, Ram Charan, and Nandakumar. As regards the first-named, he 
was the Naib of Patna and had been given protection by the English on condi¬ 
tion that he would render ‘account of his administration to the Subahdar and 
be answerable to him for the revenue of the Bihar province according to the 
terms agreed with the late Nawab Jaffar Ali Khan.* Maj. Gamac was diiected 
by the Fort William authorities in 1761 to advise Ram Narayan to settle his 
accounts with the Nawab, but Carnac created difficulties, setting up his own 
judgment against the orders of the Governor and the Select Committee as 
regards the adjustment of the accounts, and did not act in concert with the Eng¬ 
lish chief at Patna. Therefore, Col. Coote was invested with full powers, civil 
and military, and sent in place of Gamac; but history repeated itself and Coote 
followed the suit of Carnac in the matter of the erring Maib. Such a state of 
affairs made Nawab Mir Qasim very uneasy, and made him insist on Ram* 
Narayan’s dismissal. 

The Fort William authorities, considering the Nawab’s attitude to be rea¬ 
sonable, let him have his way. The Nawab, on 10 August 1761, appointed 
Raj Ballabh as the new Naib of Bihar, and the Court of Directors approved of 
their Calcutta subordinates’ non-interference in the matter. They expressed 
themselves as follows: “We say that we highly approve of the Orders the 
President and Council gave to set aside Ram Narrain from the Nabobship 
and oblige him to give just Accounts to the Subah of his Government, for it 
appears evident he had long been treated with great lenity and 
Jdbderation, and had he behaved with a proper Subordination, and paid when 
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often cnUed upon what was the Subah’s just Ri^ts from the Revenues of 
the Oountary, It might then have been right to have continued him in the Nabob- 
ship, but when he had made repeated and shameful excuses, reftised for many 
months to produce or give in any Accounts,*’ his conduct could not be condo¬ 
ned, with any justice, and therefore **we add that we highly approve of your 
continuing steadfast to the Subah and the assistance yon gave to recover the 
just Revenues due to him such a Conduct is surely the proper method of 
shewing him our determined Resolution to perform Our part of the Treaty 
subsisting between us, and We shall never approve of giving protection to any 
■of his Subjects, Dependants or under Officers on any pretence, but what Jus¬ 
tice and reason may warrant.”*" 

Ram Charan*s Cast * 

Ram Gharan had been successively the bania of Clive, then of Col. Caill- 
aud and later of Vansittart. On April 27,1761, the authorities at Fort William 
received a packet of letters from Mr. Johnstone. These had been intercepted at 
one of his chaukis^ and were addressed to Kamgar Khan, the leader of the 
rebellious zamindars in Bihar. The packet also contained letters under Kamgar 
Khan’s seal to Ram Gharan, in reply to the aforementioned ones. The letter 
appeared to be forged, but it was difficult to find out the real author with 
certainty, as they were not signed, but merely sealed with a seal which could 
easily be counterfeited by ahy engraver. Small wonder, therefoie, that the 
authorities at Fort William refused to take any action on the basis thereof, 
until surer proofs were available in course of time.^* 

On April 28, 1761, another accusation was levelled against Ram Gharan. 
He was charged with fraud in the initial payment of the money due from Mir 
Jafar in consequence of the treaty executed by tfie latter, and also with having 
made several overcharges imder the head of camp expenses. It was alleged that 
a set of three particular books contained the proofs and details of the fraud 
practised by him. Ram Gharan contended that those books had been taken 
from his possession by Clive, when, under the latter’s orders, an investigation 
had been instituted into those charges hy Watts, Walsh, and Scrafton. It trans¬ 
pired that those books, along with other documents, had been taken over by 
Clive, and passed on to the commbtee inquiring into those charges; abo that 
Clive had reinstated Ram Gharan in his employment, and when returning 
to Europe, given him a certificate of good conduct. Whether the books in ques¬ 
tion had been returned to the Bania or not could not be ascertained, no record 
of the proceedings of the former inquiry being available. It was also not foiown 
what discoveries had been made from the three books. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, the authorities obtained from the accused a security to ensure that he would 
present himself for interrogation, if and when required, and meantime sent up 
all the papers of the case to the Directors of the Company for inquiries to be 
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Naodakumar had been affi>rded protection by the Company, and wiraa 
iforaaerly enspbypd by them in their traosactiona adththe Nawab’a govttmment. 
4 a iaterficpted letter idiowied that he had maintained a aecret eocreipiQadeace 
ndth the Rjya of ^urdsyan. Henoa guards were placed on Kin and his friends, 
and papers aejaaai froip him} witeeases were also eatanainyd. His letters were 
found to be couched in mysterious language whic^ increased sw^tcions agaiaat 
him. Yet no strong action was ta^ea agajipst him. He was merely warned and 
let ofif, as it was thought that he could not injure the Company’s interests.^ 

^ven after this e]q)erience, Nandakumar not remain (^uiet, but was 
found to have been instrumental in the correspondence between $hah Alam and 
the Governor-General of French India before the capture of Pondicherry in 
December, 1760. The President and Council discussed the case, and now felt 
that the man could do much mischief if allowed to remain free or even if bani* 
shed from Bengal. It was therefore decided to keep him under house arrest, so 
as to prevent his carrying on any correspondence.’® 

Relations with the Shahzada 

After Clive’s departure for England in the beginning of February 1760, 
Shahzada AU Gauhar, better known by his later title, Shah Alam II, invaded 
Bengal, and Maj. Gaillaud and Miran (son of Mir Jafar) were despatched ag¬ 
ainst him. They defeated him on February aa, i76o,’®^but the latter reappeared 
on the scene, so that once again the two victors were despatched against him. 
Although they engaged him id a number of encounters, he was not quite crushed 
since he could reassemble his forces. He was joined by a number of disaffected 
raj^s with their own grievances and was able to defeat the combined forces of 
the Con^any and Ram of Bihar. When, however, Gaillau^ 

wont after hitn* he withdrew by a track behind the hills, pepetrar 
ting into B^al as for as Burdwan. The Company’s forces pursued him hard 
preventing his advance towards Munhidabad. It being the monsoop 
season, however^ the Goxnpany’s troops withdrew to Patna. iV Shahzadp’s 
troops in the province were supported by Kamgar Khan, Pahalwan Sing^^ 
hlons. Law, the French chief, and others. The Company showed willingness 
to come to terms with him, but such a course was precluded by cit cumstances. 
He already stood committed to his followers. Maj. Camac who had taken over 
4«ommAnd from CUuUaud was therefore instructed by the authorities at Fort 
Wiiliam to prosecute the war vigorously. Maj.Yorke too was directed to take the 
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were captured. After the victory, Gamac zealously pursued the defeated PrfnOiS, 
compelling him to separate fnun his weak adherents and to throw himself upon 
the mercy of the Company.” The Court of IWrectors, on receiving intelli¬ 
gence of this notable triumph, wrote: “The Sbawzada*s defeat by Major 
Camac, & in consequence thereof his thi owing himself upon you for protec¬ 
tion, is an Event of so extraordinary a nature, and the State of Public Affairs 
so fluctuating in Bengal, that we cannot give any other Directions thereupon, 
than that all your endeavours must be to pursue such measures, as after the 
most Serious and mature consideration, shall appear most likely and best adap¬ 
ted to settle the tranquility of the Country and be for thC Interest of the 
Company.”” 

While the Prince remained in Bengal, his expenses amounting to Rs. 
1,000/- per day, were defrayed by Mir Qasim.” 

Plan to Get the Shahzada Assassinated 

The Court of Directors got information that Col. Caiilaud and Miran 
had aflixed their signatures to a document, declaring that a large sum of about 
Rs. 50,000 would be offered as a reward to several Would-be assassins of the 
Shahzada. This document was taken to Amyatt, the then Gnief of Patna factory, 
for his signature. This information much disconcerted the Directors, who sent 
orders to Pott William, instructing the authorities to institute “the most strict 
ahd impartial inquiry into this affair.*’ If Gaillaild had indeed put his signa¬ 
ture to that paper, he Was forthwith to be disn^sed from the Company’s eih- 
ploymhnt, and sent back to England by the first available ship.The ftmctiohaiies 
at Pott William were et^Ohied to publish it widely in the eoimtry that thdir 
principals completely discountenanced the action of Caiilaud, so that “all 
the World may know how Jealous We ar€ of the Honour and Reputation of 
the Company andthatWe ifiiall always to the titinost of Ottf^owertd [sir] 
preserve the same ithsullied by the severest Reieiitm^ against any 6f Odr 
Agents^ of whateoever Rank or Statioh who shall Violate the same. ShdUld any 
hther Eu ftpws afl fc either in our senHce or residing umI^ out Protedioh, be 
cbncert^inoTaeeesscny totheGrimeimphted to Qolcmei Caiilaud they are 
also upon being ftnmd (iuilty in like nmnno* to be sent home immediately 6b 
should any Natives of India have been eon<^!tiied therein they are to be 
treated with the utmost Severity.” •• 
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In pursua^iOe of these directions, an in<|u]ry was instituted s^^ainst Qillaud 
who was askedto come to Bengal from Madras to defend himscif. He adndtted 
of the acctisation, but his arguments wore so convincing for the Fort 
Wilham authorities that they recommended to the Directors to excuse him 
for this lapse.^ 

Calcutta Council Keen to place #As Shahzoda on the Throne of Delhi 

When the Shahzada was under the protection of the English, the Fort 
mlliam fimctionaries seem to have toyed with the idea of escorting and en¬ 
throning him at Delhi. At first, the Directors left the matter to the discretion of 
their officials at Calcutta, and did not want to interfere with their decision, 
contenting themselves with merely pointing out the grave risks attendant tipon 
such an enterprise, and asking the Fort William functionaries to act with 
the greatest circumspection.®* Although Gamac and Coote were both eager 
to lead the Prince to his capital the Shahzada left Bengal precipitately, thus 
saving the Company the trouble and risk involved in such an expedition. The 
Directors* standpoint was that “if we can secure our present Possessions and 
Privileges in Bengal, preserve the Peace of the Province and the Nabob in the 
Government and Prevent the Borders from being Invaded or Disturbed by the 
Neighbouring Rajahs or other powers, we shall be fully Satisfied, and think 
our Forces Judiciously employed in answering these principal Points, for we arc 
by no means desirous of making further Acquisitions or engaging our Forces 
in very distant projects, unless the most absolute necessity should require it to 
answer one or other of the principal Views aforementioned.”®* So far as the 
authorities at Fort William were concerned, however, the proposed expedi¬ 
tion to Delhi, had it materialised, would (have been undertaken only with a 
view to preserving peace in Bengal. According to them, “it would be better 
to join a part of our Forces with the Shawzadah to conduct him'to his Capital 
than to employ the same Force in carrying on a War against him in Bengal.”®* 

Sanads for the Company 

The Shahzada, now Shah Alam II, was willing to confirm the posses¬ 
sions and privileges eiyoyed by the Company in Bengal subject to the payment 
of a tribute by the latter. He offered at the same time to confer on the Com¬ 
pany the Ditoani of Bengal on condition that it became answerable for the 
royal revenues; but the Council at Fort William declined the offer as its accep¬ 
tance would, it was apprehended, strsdn their relations with the Nawab.®* 
The Court of Direct<V8 approved of this action of the Calcutta Council and 
the reasons which prompted it, but could not help expressing surprise at the 
inconsistent line of action adopted in this matter by the Emperor. They thus 
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^^rote oa the ftuHject, “it aectm something wttraordhiary to u6 that at the 
time the ii^ng makes this advance [the Diwam\i he should return the applica¬ 
tions made to him for the Sunnuds to confirm our privileges and Possessions in 
Bengal Granted by the late and present Nabob in so loose and unsatisfactory 
a manner, and even to require a Piscash or Present before he passes the Order 
in due Form. The Great Services we had rendered his Majesty, and the Gen¬ 
erous treatment he met with from us as well as from our Ally the Nabob during 
his stay at Patna surely claimed a more distinguished Treatment, and at least a 
full Chant of our Requests without such an expensive demand annexed...and 
therefore we think there is reason to apprehend the King is not so cordially 
attached to us as we might have expected.”®* 

War with France and Spain 

The Seven Years’ War between France and England (1756-63) was fought 
not only in the continents of North America and Europe, but in India as well. 
In 1 759 > the French in Canada were brought down to their knees. They were 
not having better fortune in Emope either, while Pondicherry surrendered on 
December 15, 1760.®’ At the commencement of the year 1760, steps had been 
taken towards the holding of a peace conference to pave the way for the cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities. However, the chances of success for such peace parleys 
were not rosy, because the French wero doing their best to improve their 
position in order to secure more favourable terms at a possible peace con¬ 
gress later. England, therefore, continued to adopt full-blooded measures to 
ensure zealous prosecution of the war.®* 

The French were grievously outmatched by the &iglish in naval warfare 
and, finding that they could make no headway against the latter’s squadrons 
on the high seas, followed the policy of hindering their enemies’ trade by des¬ 
patching naval frigates and granting commissions to numerous privateers. 
This policy had led to the capttire of a considerable number of English ships. 
Fortunately for the French, westerly winds prevailed for a long period at a 
stretch, preventing tne English ships from getting out to sea. However, upon 
the calms ensuing and the winds favouring the English were aide to drive 
the French out of the English Channel, and in their turn succeeded in captur¬ 
ing a large number of tne French frigates and privateers.®® 

In 1761, overtures were made tb the Kings of England and Prussia by the 
belligerent powers for the cessation of hostilities, and a congress was to be held 
for that purpose. Ev^ n^tiations for peace with France followed. However, 
the congress did not materialise and the pourparlers with France wore broken 
off. During the course of the peace talks, certain claims ^highly repi^poant to 
the interest of Gkreat Britain’ having been preferred by Spain, it was feared 
that she too might join the war, on the side of France, and against England. 
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N^otiations ibr a pbaoe sefilement between Great Britai& and France 
■were, however, resumed towards the close of 176a. On 3 Novemljfcr preli¬ 
minary articles for i^eace were signed by the Ihitish plcttipotentiary at Fon¬ 
tainebleau and these were received in England on November 8. Ptd>lic procla¬ 
mation of cessation of hostilities took place on November 26. The Directors 
of the East India Company, in order to enforce the terms of the cease-fire agree¬ 
ment, ordered the officials at Fofi William to adhdrc Scrupulously to the s^ee- 
ment. They were further directed to send express intimation of the terms thereof 
to the British settlements in other parts of India, with tne same end in view. 
A thorough study of the terms of the settlement was accordingly enjoined upon 
the English authorities in India.** 

Oh t'ebiuary to, 1763, at Paris the ministers df Cheat Britain, France, 
Spaiil, and Portugal, put tfceir signatures to the Definitive Treaty which was 
later on ratified by their respective governments.** 


Treaty of Pans, 1763 

The Court of Directors, in a letter dated March 9, 1763, transmitted 
certain instructions to their officials in all the English settlements in India, in 
regard to the carrying out of the terms of this treaty pertaining to India, as 
embodied in article 11 of the Treaty ** and in an Explanatory Declaration 
signed by the Duke of Bedford.They were apprised that the primary objective 
of the treaty was the rehdition by the Engnsh to the French of the con^toits 
(factofies) held bjr the latifcr oh Malabar and dorbmandel Coasts and in Orissa 
and Ben^l on Jdhtiary 1, 1749, dhd the French rentmeidtion to the English 
of all ^ms df t^rritbr^ malie after the said date. Hehce, it Was necessary, first 
of all, io xbaice stire as td datenf and limits the French possessions ih 
India on Niiw Yckr*S iHty, 1^149. According fltipleix (in his Mtmoirs) 
the Fteneh tbeh Bad : oii the tSthodiandei CoaSL Fondicberry, the fttetory at 
Kafikal, a lodge at Masulipatam a^d anothet set Yaneffi; in Chander- 

nagore and five lodges at fia&dore, thtcA, dossiihbasbf, Js^dhi, and Pdtna; 
on the MakrilarQdast,Mtffie and d lodge each at Surat and Gaticui. The offi¬ 
cials at Fort WiHiam rebehred intimation that nothing elie but these factories 
were to pals backlo the Ffehdi under the provisioas of the peace treaty. 

gb* P. isfl. 

9t. P. ibg. 

ga. Fi 156. 

94. “Dans les Itides Orientales la Orande Breuigne restituera ft la France les djffftrents 

comptoirs que cette couronae possftdait.£t sa nuyestft Trfts Chretienne tcDonce i toute 

pretention aux acquisition* qu'elle avait faite «ur la eftte de Coromandel et d^ dtepui< le 

dit commenoemeAtdersatmeft 1749.. Bile a'engage de plus ft ne point ftriger des ftnrtificitUons et 
a oe point entratetm das troupes dans aucunepartie desfttatsdu soubah de BUftgide...." 




^iSkite M in t6 the tesM^ iiidliait»«tftliliK|iKu3n etthe 

ecqtihhd by tht fViench ihllr than the teid date^ were not te be (ieitordd^ bht 
^wHee to remaiti with Iheilr iate&t poisesstjm. With reflect tb Pebdicheny* its 
botthcieHed had bech ejctended in 1749by the accession of ite lands ofViUia&air 
and Bahonr with 4o Mis (villages) dc)peftdent on th«n, grsuited by Ghanda 
Sahib. Uhewise, Kari&al was a mere colkpim or nearly so in January 1749* 
and accordhlg to Dupleix, the lands of Karikal and di Mis were granted to 
the French by MiizaSkr Jang in 1750. Therefore, the lands about Pondicherry 
and the Karikal factory Wfcre nOt to be restorCd.Similarly, in the case of Masul- 
ipatam, nothing more than the lodge which the French had in January 1749 
was to be included in the rendition of territories. The town Of Masulipatam 
and the adjoining distHcts were to continue with the English. In the same way, 
the four provinces granted to the French by Salabat Jang, as well as territories 
acquired by the French aftorwards, wcrcj under the treaty, renotmeed by the 
French. The Fort William officials were to note that they had to give back 
only the compioirs and not the territories or districts which had formerly been in 
French hands,except such of them as had belonged to the factories prior to Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1749. The French, on their part, had to give back all the acquisitions 
gained by them after that date. They had also to return all the grants which 
they had obtained from Chanda Sahib. Muhammad Ali Khan was acknowle¬ 
dged as the lawful ruler of the Carnatic and ipsofactOt Chanda Sahib could be 
regarded as no better than a usurper; hence any grants made by him to the 
French were automatically invalidated. 

The Fort William officials werte also intimated that the Fr«Qch were to be 
“restored lo nothing but what they not only had a right to possess, but acm- 
ally pomessed, on the 1st January 1748/9 so that a dormant Grant udder which 
they ndt then taken posaession^ woilld not avail them in this part the 
TVeaty.” 

The {>irectors tdso conuntmicated smne mstructions in it^pud to Madras. 
The Fblt WitUam authorities were informed that certain ol^ections haul been 
raused in respect of the possession of Madrasi on the score that that city had be^ 
ynth the ff^ench at the beginning, and dmix^ the larger part, of 1749^ The 
^tidi Gtovanraimt todt up the stand that Madras had be«a restored to them 
under the terms of the peace of Aia-la-Chapelle (October 18) 1748}, wlmffi 
tenmnated the War of the Austrian Succession*. It was otdy on account of the 
distance that the treaty proviimns could not be known in India till sometime in 
die year 1749. Nevertheless^ Madras had become (so they held) an English 
settleftwnt the moment the treaty had been concluded^ the date of the actual 
rendition of the cf^ by the French being ifuite immaterial. It had not been a 
IFrenchpOsseftBon^ January 1749, and so^ according to the provisions of the 
lVeatyofParis,wasnottobegiven back to the French. 

The Same letter fiiirther inchided Certain inStriiOlions in respect Of th% rOkl- 
•dition of the places not in the actual pOsSeiSiod tUs kt thO ttffiH. It HHte 
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felt that there vwmid be no serious difficulty in the way of the English bek^ able 
to restore Fren^ possessions lying in the territOTjes of certain Indian rulers, 
although the English had given a solemn undertaking to Salabat Jang and the 
Nawab of Bengal not to allow the return of the French into their territories. 
In regard to Karikal, the fort there had been pulled down and the district had 
been sold to the Raja of Tanjore for a consideration of Rs. 150,000. All these 
areas, or a greater part of them, had not belonged to the French till 1 730, and 
therefore could not be given back- Still, in case their rendition was necessary 
and unavoidable, the Tanjore ruler was to be given proper compensation fer 
their transfer to the French. 

The Directors informed their officers at Fort William that btuldings and 
forts were to be given back to the French in exactly the same condition as they 
had been in, the day the treaty had been executed. 

7 

According to the provisions of this treaty, the French too, on their part, 
had to give back the territories they had acquired from the British. Thus they 
tmdertook to restore Natal and Tapanuli in Sumatra though these places 
were actually under Dutch possession. The French were not permitted by the 
treaty to fortify, or to have troops in, any part of the Subah of Bengal—a provision 
they had submitted to most unwillingly. Since the term “the Subah of Bengal” 
was v^ue and left undefined, it was at a subsequent date defined in the De¬ 
claration. That Declaration worked out considerably to the advantage of the 
English, as according to it, all the territory to the north of Yanam was to be re¬ 
garded as a part of the Subah of Bengal. Thus Yanam became the northern¬ 
most point where the French could lawfully maintain armed forces or have 
fortifications. This ensured that the French would never regain a strong posi¬ 
tion in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, or be in a position to make any trouble 
in Bengal or compete with the English Company in that province. The Gover¬ 
nor and Council of Fort William were specially requested to be “constantly att¬ 
entive to this great Olgect and careful to observe to remonstrate & by all lawful 
means*in their power to prevent the slightest violation”ofthis part of the Treaty. 

The Directors also emphatically pointed out to the Calcutta officials that 
the Treaty included an acknowledgment by the French of the title of Nawah 
Muhammad Aii Khan as Nawab of the Carnatic. In consequence, all the clai¬ 
ms of Chanda Sahib went overboard, root and branch. Such an acknowledg¬ 
ment of Muhammad Ali was designed to have a healthy effect on the Indian 
rulers—to give them a “further proof of our regard to our En^;agements and 
of the value of our Alliance.” The authorities in India were exhorted to rq)rc- 
sent this advantage in such a light to Nawab Muhammad Ali, who was also to 
be told that the British had considerable difficulty in getting this acknowledg¬ 
ment from the Government of France. Similarly Salabat Jang was recc^piized as 
the lawful ruler of Hyderabad. This confirmed the English title to the areas 
acquired by them from Salabat Jang. Recc^ition by the French of these rul¬ 
ers was also an additional security “to the Peace of the Country, leatdng the 
French no colout to interpose hereafter in favour of any other Pretender^ to the 
Sovereignty of the Dec^o or the Camatick.*’ 
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Finally the French, by the same Treaty, agreed not to demand from the 
Indian powers compensation for losses 8ufF«ed during the war. The English 
authorities in India were directed to prevent the French from acquiring any 
new privileges vdxich could become casus belli for a fresh war.** 

Future of the French Gon^any 

We may now refer to the observations made by the Directors, towards the 
end of 1763 regarding the future of the French East India Company. With 
prophetic insight they observed that that Company was in a very “low and 
languishing Condition, unable to carry on Trade, and imagined to be upon the 
point of (being dissolved. If that takes place which We suppose most probable, it 
is thought the Scheme will be for private People to trade to the Isles of Bour¬ 
bon & France & China, & possibly some few Ships may go to the other parts of 
India on condition ofpaying His Most Christian Majesty anindulto, and that 
the French will renounce entirely the other Settlements and Trade to Asia, for 
the present at least, as well for avoiding the Expenses and Difficulties that 
would be met with, as for encouraging their own Msmufacturcs.” The Dire¬ 
ctors went on to add, that their correspondents should not regard the informa¬ 
tion conveyed to them as “a certainty.” *• However, the premonitions of the 
Directors of the English Company came true, for the French Company was 
jejune after the Peace of Paris, and by a decree issued by the King of France on 
August 13, 1769, its privileges were suspended. The French trade with India, 
subject to certain restrictions, was benceimrth laid open, and the Company’s 
settlements passed directly under the control of the French Grown. 

Clash with the Danes 

An unfortunate mishap precipitated a collision between the English Com¬ 
pany and the Danish factory at Serampore, A trifling quarrel took place bet¬ 
ween the Jatnadai, Havaldarf and a sepoy of the English Company, and the 
guard and peons at the barrier of the Danish factory. As a result, the three 
employees of the English Company wo'c punished by the Second-in-Gouncil 
and Zamindar of the Danish Factory. The English authorities considered this 
action to be an insult to their army, and therefore, determined to mete out con¬ 
dign punishment to these European tratie rivals. Maj. Adams made a report of 
the occurrence to the authorities at Fort William, who demanded satisfaction 
for the injury done to their troops. The Danish Zamindar was desired to apolo¬ 
gize to the officer commanding the English troc^ at Gaurhati.** 

The Danish authorities in their reply took up the stand that they had a 
perfect right to punish any sepoy or dependent of the English Company who 
offended against their settlement. They further mentioned that on many similar 
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«c<:4^ods iiitl£li|»aM no acikxH bad been fakes a^lmsl tke ofl^binHng aefNPjrsby* 
the GaJculUt atitboHiies in s^iie of the fact tfait the matter had bMn t»rOU|^^ 
to their fiotiee.** 

The English (Company’s offittab reiteraiM their demsmd fb^ tatisfiiction, 
but again received an unsatisfactory reply, the Danes repeating their old argu¬ 
ments and trying to repudiate hfaj. Adams’s report, and finally refusing to 
render any satisfaction.** 

In these circumstances, the British authorities decided to exact the satis¬ 
faction themselves, if the Danes persisted in their non-compliance. Another 
letter addiessed to the latter warned them that in case of their persistent refusal 
to oflter the satisfaction desired of them, Maj. Adams would surround their fac¬ 
tory and seize the offender complained of. Maj. Adams was to send this letter 
from Gaurhati through an oflScer, and wait only twenty-four hours for an 
answer. In the event of meeting with silence or a refusal, he was to besiege the 
factory with a battalion of sepoys, and then demand the apology from the 
Danish Zamindar. If it were even then withheld, Adams was to enter the fac¬ 
tory, seize the Zamindar, and carry him off to Gaurhati, then to let off the cap¬ 
tive with a general warning to the Danish establishment that if in future they 
had any complaints, they were not to exact satisfaction therefor themselves but 
were to represent the matter to the English authorities for redress. Adams at the 
same time was cautioned to do no injury to the person of the Zamindar or that 
of any one else in the Danish settlement.i** 

No answer having come to the letter forwarded by Adams, that officer 
as per above instructions, surrounded the Danish settlement. In the end, the 
Danish Zamindar did go to Gaurhati and make the desired submission to the 
commanding officer there. Thereafter the English troops surrounding the 
factory retired from that place.'** 

Relations with the Dutch 

The Director^ ihfcfnfied the PtiH William authorities that Oapt. Scott 
had conie aCrdss a £)utch ship heading for Indiit, andi cm inquiry, had ftnuid 
out that hbt such ships, each With a complement of 350 inmates (bf wMeh rathar 
mbre than half irere troops) had set but from Amsterdam, bound fttt India. 
Hence the Fort William e^cials were ashed tb take/ in collaboration with the 
Presidency of Madras, all precautions and steps hemssary to meet this danger. 
It was ho]^ that the Hollanders would Hot dare to attadt the &igtidi; never¬ 
theless, the Calcutta ofib:ials were td rethaiii on the alert.'** 

In another letter the Directors wrote to the Fort iVilliam authorities 
that they had been informed by Lord Bute that there was cause forapprehen- 
•ding that the Dutch East Ifndia Company might induce the States-Qeneral 
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Di^tch Goippany, apd wore eiypined to iwe their best endeavours to create 
feelin^p of amity and jindersta'pding \yith t^e latter. Even if the Nawab tried 
to harass the Dutch Company in Bengal, or in any way tried to injure its in¬ 
terests, the Fort William authorities were to exercise their good offices to pro¬ 
cure satisfaction and redress for their Dutch confrires, and were adeed to aid 
and defend the latter as far as possible. The Directors pointed out that the 
sincere desire and intention of the Ei^lbh Gompaaiy was that “the Dutch 
Company shall enjoy Freedom of TradCi Safety and Protection equally with 
ourselves.”!®* 

In spite of these good intentions, in the middle of 1 763 the Court of Direc¬ 
tors .were apprehensive of the Dutch plans to send armament to the East 
Indies. So they approached the British Government with the request that 
the latter should either preyail upon the Dutch Government not to send ar¬ 
mament to India, or in ttie alternative to put at the disposal of the Englis h 
CoDHpany a large naval force svfficient to protect the English concern from any 
designs the Dutch piij^t be harbouring ^inst it. As a consequence of re¬ 
presentations by the British Government, the Dutch ambassador, under orders 
fr<wu thp States-GesnetiaJ, informed the jbrjtner that “no mpre Men would be 
sent ithi? year to ^e East Indies .by .the IHttch Companyihan were necessary 
to.qcwplctorthc Qorps they nojv h9<l thpre, & that they had no dcsigjn,'whatever, 
directly or indirectly to molest the English.” Notwithstanding this assjuranw, 
the Court of Directors wrote to the functionaries at Calcutta: “it will be Idghly 
pru[dent] and incumbent on yop, and dll 0 ur Servants in India [to] have a 
caneful Bye fipon their )^ocpedipgs ^ h® constantly on their guai;d to prevent 
any Attempts they n^ay paake to Oyr prejudice, A you will on your Parts take 
the pecessary Care accordingly.”t®* 

Miscellaneous 

Sidelights on the Administration oj Justice 

The correspondence under study includes some useful material as regards 
the system of judiciary under the Company. Appeals could be made from the 
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Mayor’s Gourt tt> thePresident and Council and in the last resort to the King-in- 
Council. We gAther that appeals could be lodged ivith the higest tribunal 
only in cases with a valuation of at least a thoxuand pagodas. There being 
some doubt as to the exchange value of this figure, the Company’s authorities 
decided to make calculations at 8 shillings a pagoda. Hence, appeals could 
be entertained only in cases involving amounts of a minimum of £ 400.^°^ 

We glean the information that some ship-owners instituted a suit against 
the Company in the Mayor’s Court for the value of their shio Restitution^ and 
obtained a decree in their favour. The members of the Port William Board 
formed themselves into a Court of Appeals and reversed the decree of the 
Mayor’s Court. The plaintiffs then preferred an appeal to the King-in-Coun- 
cil against the decision of the said Gourt of Appeals.^®* 

We learn that a number of inquiries by the Mayor’s Court about certain 
disputed law points were referred to the Gourt of Directors for guidance. 
The latter were requested to send the information after consulting the King- 
in-Council.^®’ 

The authorities at Fort William were advised by the Directors that al¬ 
though formerly they had been trying pirates with the help of juries, in future 
they were to be tried before the Commissioners without such help.t®® 

At one of the Qrarter-Sessions nine accused persons were given capital 
punishment on charges of various felonies. Six of the condemned were exe¬ 
cuted forthwith. The remaining three were recommended by the Fort Wi¬ 
lliam authorities for pardon by His Majesty. One of them was a young slave- 
girl aged only thirteen, charged with the theft of some jewels from her master’s 
house. The other two were men who had been convicted of assault and rob¬ 
bery on the highway. The young slave-girl was specially recommended for 
mercy by the Petty Jury. The Fort William authorities wrote to the Direc¬ 
tors that “it is much to be wished that discretional Power could be lodged in 
the Judges of the Sessions to grant Pardon in such Cases, or at least to mitigate 
the Rigor of their Confinement, for at present the Sheriff is obliged by his 
Office to keep the poor wretches in the condemned Hole until an Answer comes 
from England.”!®® 

Aminchand's Bequests 

It is desirable to glance at some other miscellaneous but interesting things 
mentioned in the icorrespondence, e.g., that Aminchand had bequeathed a 
substantial portion of his fortune for distributioh in charities in all parts of the 
world. His executor, Hazarimal, asked the Fort William authorities to remit 
an amount of Rs. 1500 or £175 sterling to the governors of Magdalen House 
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and another such amount to the govearnors of the Fbundling Hospital. Fur¬ 
thermore, a hrge amount of Rs. 37,500 was permanently deposited in the 
Company’s treasury the interest on which money was to go annually to the 
abovenamed charities.^® 

Ground Rent 

For want of suitable powers for assessing the inhabitants of Calcutta to 
make th^ share the expenses of public works there the officials of Fort Wil¬ 
liam resorted to doubling the groimd rent in Calcutta. Only thus could they 
Rnd money for repairs to the roads, drains, and other public works of the 
town. The enhanced rent, it was anticipated, would augment the revenues 
of the administration by an additional Rs. ao,ooo/- per annum. This levy 
was equitable since the people of Calcutta would pay in proportion to their 
possessions.*!! 

Permission to settle in India 

Although the Company enjoyed the privilege of exclusive trade with 
India, and ordinarily English people were net allowed in their private capacity 
to trade with the East Indies, it seems that exceptions were made in certain 
Cases by the Directors themselves. Records reveal that in 1761 such permis¬ 
sion was given to several persons to proceed to and reside in India as free 
merchants, sailors etc.!*® 

China Trade 

Many passages in the correspondence make it evident that the Directors 
ol the English Company were fully alive to the very great importance cf trade 
with China. Frequently we come across instructions to Fort William to 
spare as much money as could be found for this trade. The following exhor¬ 
tation may serve as a sample : "As the China trade is our principal resource for 
valuable returns, it is of the utmost importance to feed it with as plentiful remit¬ 
tances as circumstances will admit of. We therefore recommend it to you 
in the strongest manner to take every opportimity to s«id to Fort S. George 
whatever treasure you can possibly spare from time to time, that it may [be] 
consigned from thence to our Agents at Canton.”“® 

Private Correspondence by the Company*s Servants 

The Directors did not approve of their employees carrying on personal 
correspondence with the Ministers of His Majesty’s Government. They veiy 

no. P. 424, para35. Dr.N.K.Sinhawbo has examined the original will of Aminchand 
among Calcutta High Court records states that there was no provision in it for any such cha¬ 
rities in England. Hazarimal made these unauthorised payments merely to ingratiate himself 
with the FoH William Board from money which was not even his own. N. K Sinha, Economic 
Histiry Bengal, Vul. I, pp. 238-44. 

III. P. 558. 

iia. P. 88. 

113. P. 61. 
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Great Men from our Servants belonging to yours and Qur QlbPT Pveildpppifff* 
some of which particularly upcm the late Transactimis with the Dutdi in Bengal 
have much embarrassed us; We wonH say that such Gommunicauions are 
made witl| a view to |es^ the authority of the Court of Di^tors, but they 
cpcifinly have a great tendency that wa^. l^u are therefore to use all pos¬ 
sible fo^ puttii^ a Stop to this I^aetice, and as ^ Court of Dfredtors- 
only channel throu^ which ^verninent receives InformatiOBS con- 
ceming &c; ^mpaay*8 if private Infimnationfl therefore are sent 

from pf om Sen^nts or others wder oiu* IProtection we di^l deem su^ 
^Sons ^unworthy of the Company** Service & they shall be certidnly Dis¬ 
missed, whatever their Rank or Station may be/*“« 

Sp0cial Commission enjoyed by Vansittart 

The Directors held in high esteem the integrity and wprk of Henry Vansi- 
ttart, President of Fort William Board, and therefore granted him a special 
commission of a|% on the net Revenue from all possessions of the English Com* 
pany in Bengal, including the from Mir Jafar. However, this com# 
mission was subsequently extended to other Governors also.'“ 

Double Batta 

The Fort William authorities had granted ‘double batta’ ’’or extra pay 
to their officers and troops in Bengal while in the fleld.Every Captain received 
an allowance of |2 Arcot rupees a day for his common field expenses, and this 
was increased to lU. 20 if he commanded a detachment. The Directors 
strongly disapproved of this generosity on the part of Fort William. They 
did no^ feel justified to approve the grounds on which these extra allowances 
had been recommended, they pointed out that die alleged dearness of food- 
<»^ffs prevailed more on the Coromandel Coast than in Bengal. Neither could 
tjic increment be justified on the score of increase in the cost of wearing ap¬ 
parel. The Directors wcq^ on to point out tliat such an allowance wotdd make 
H.M’s troops also expect and demand similar addition to their emoluments. 
The Company’s troops in other setflejqents too would not lag behind in put¬ 
ting forward similar demands. The additional expense involved would be 
insupportable for the Company’s revenues, considerably depleted as these 
were on accoimt of the war. The Directors considered the allowances to be 
“unreasonable”. Though they acknowledged the desirability of giving cn# 
couragement to their military officers, they were not prepared to let them 
make within a short time such large fortunes as mi^t place them in a position 
to leave the Company’s employment, thereby causing their employert a great 

S14. pp. 141-a. 

115. Pp. 84 aad 832 < 
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, deal of inconvenience. Directors asked their officials at Fort William 
to utilize every of^portunity to reduce the double batta as much as possible 
in the circumstances.^* 

Regulations for the Company*s Servants 

The CSompany’s employees were required to furnish satisfactory security 
while they were in employment, the security being commensurate with the 
status or rank of the employee. The friends of the employees had to give 
added security when the latter got promotions. Similarly, when minor ser¬ 
vants came of age, they had to execute new covenants for the faithful per¬ 
formance of their duties. The Directors seem to have been very particular 
about this, and wrote to the Fort William functionaries that “These directions 
must be constantly observed every year & be regarded as invariable standing 
orders.”'!’ 

Another conununication from them directed that “no officer be appointed 
until there is a vacancy; and that we may know how you comply with this direc¬ 
tion, you are to give us a very particular accoimt from time to time in your 
letters of every appointment or promotion in our military service, also hoW 
and in what manner vac^cies happen to make room for such appointment 
or promotion.*’"* 

Another letter asked for vacancies in the conunands of Company’s own 
ships to be filled up only provisionally, not on a permanent basis, and to send 
to the Directors an impartial account of the abilities and character of the new 
appointees."* 

The Company seems frequently to have suffered considerable inconvenien¬ 
ce because of the sudden resignations by its employees. Therefore, the Direc¬ 
tors required notice from their covenanted servants, a year in advance, of their 
intention to give up the Company’s employment. The Fort William func¬ 
tionaries were asked to be very particular that the servants were not permitted 
to leave before the expiry of the notice. After the period of notice was over, 
such employees were not to be permitted to continue in the Company’s service, 
unless, of course, their continuation seemed necessary in the best interest of 
the Company itself."® 

116. Pp. 199-200. 

X17. P. 31. 

118. P. 90. 
iro. P.'asa. 
tan. P. 141. 


4 




FROM COU RT 



I 


LETTER DATED i6 JANUARY 1760 

Skiing mm—personnel of the Select Committee at Fort William* 

OuB President & Ciouncil at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. The Ships Onslow & Triton sailed from' Spithead on the 15th of 
last month & after having got upwards of 100 leagues to the westward of the 
Lizard, they met with a most severe gale of wind in wh[ich]the first named ship 
sprung her main-mast & received so much other damage as made it neces¬ 
sary to return to England to refit, she accordingly arrived at Plymouth 
on the 6th inst. & with the assistance she will receive from His Majesty’s 
Officers belonging to the yard at that place, we are in hopes she will be in a 
condition very shortly to proceed on her voyage. The Triton parted company 
with the Onslow on the 31st of last month, & as we have not heard any¬ 
thing of her since, it is presumed no accident has happened to retard her 
voyage. 

2. The return of the Onslow gives us an opportunity of sending you this 
short letter to rectify an inadvertent mistake in naming your Select Com¬ 
mittee in our gcner^ letter of the 23rd of November last, occasioned by the 
paragraph relating to the said Committee & those of the President & 
Council, being taken up at different times. We, therefore, here confirm the 
general Council in the manner appointed & settled by the 52nd & 53rd 
Par. of our said letter, with this explanation that it is our meaning Lieute¬ 
nant Colonel Eyre Coote is to be of Council only for the purposes & in the 
manner mentioned^ in the 113th & 134th paragraphs of our general letter of 
the 23rd March 1759. With respect to the Select Committee we direct & 
order that it be composed of the following named persons viz. 

Henry Van-Sittart Esqr. . On the departure of Col. Clive 

Lieut-Col. Eyre Coote . . in the same manner as explained above 

with respect to the General Council. 

Mr. Peter Amyatt 

Major John Camac . . On Military affairs only. 

Mr. James Barton 

3. But in case of Col. Clive’s remaining in the Government on the 
receipt hereof, then the Select Committee is to be as follows-^z. 

President Clive. 

Lieut* Col. Eyre Coote . . in the manner before explained 

widi r<^ect to the General Council. 
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Henry Vaa-Sittart Esqr. 

Major John Gamac—on Military A£&in onlyii 
Mr. Peter Amyatt 
Mr. Jame9 Barton 

We are 

Your loving friends 

P. Godfrey/John Boyd/Chas, Cutts/Johp 
Harrison/John Brownc/Bourchicr Walton/ 
G. Rookc/Frcd; Pigou/G. Steevcns/Will. 
^arwell/Richd. Smith/Hen. Hadley/Thos. 
Waters/Ricbard Scward/W. Thornton/Richd. 
Gildart/GcQ. Dudley/Fitz Wm. Barrington/ 
S. Harrison/Hy. Crabb Boulton. 

9 

LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1760 

Shipping news—classification of cargo for Bengal—recruits for St. Helena and 
Bengal—reservation of Sumatra pepper for Canton, 

Our President & Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

t. We write to you under date of the 23rd November last in quadruplicate 
by the Syren Snow, Onslow and His Majesty's Ships the Norfolk & Panther» 
also two short letters of the 7th Dec. and 16th Jan. by the Onslow, the two 
last will also be sent by three other conveyances, all of wh. we hope will 
have come to your hands long before the arrival of this ship the Royal Duke, 
as she is first to call at St. Helena to deliver stores & other necessaries for the 
service of that Island. 

9. As we intend to write fully to you by the direct Bengal ships, we 
shall confine this letter principally to what relates to this ship. We are to advise 
you, therefore, that we have given the strictest orders to our Governor and 
Goimcil of St. Helena to use the utmost expedition in delivering her cargo 
that she may proceed on her voyage without loss of time. 

3. The remaining cargo is consigned directly to you, & cohsbht chiefly 
of 60 tons of Copper, 20 tons of Iron, 20 tons of Lead, about 100 tons of 
Ordnance Stores, 100 barrels of Gunpowder, 37 chests of small arms & 200 
bales of Cloth, but for a more particular information, we refer you to the 
Invoice & Bill of lading, especially, as the ship was so full and lumberid that 
some goods have been returned. 

4. By this ship we also send about 50 Recruits for our own forces in Benga 
as by the accompanying list, but as considerable military force is intended 


London 

16 January 1760. 
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to be sent fay the Shipi bound tilia aeatonff^die Co^Kit §c. Btiy of wh« 
will be infotmed by those ships. We have given permission to the Governor 
& Goimcil of St. Helena to take as many of the recmiti out of ^his ship as 
can be prevailed on to stay at that Island^ & have directed diem to send you a 
particular list of the names of all such as they shall so detain. 

5. In our letter of the 23rd of Nov. we informed youj we had entertained 
5 Cadets for your establishment, viz. John Eyres, Daniel Pabar, William 
Fuller, Issac Humphreys & James Kelly in that of the 7th Dec. was added 
George Samuel Foyer, we have since appointed Arthur Ashmuty, Benjamin 
Adamson & Robert Roberts wh. 3 last take pass^e on this ship Sc are to 
rank & be preferr’d according to their behaviour in the order they are named 
next after Geo. Samuel Fryer. 

6. Since advising you in our letter of the 23 Nov. of the ships to be em¬ 
ployed in the Company’s Service this season, some addition has been made 
as will appear in the accompanying list to wh. therefore you are referred, as 
you are likewise for the arrival & departure of shipping, wherein you will 
observe that 5 of the 6 China ships wh. were chased by 3 French Men-of 
War off St. Helena & put in at Brazil are safely arrived, the other, the 
Tavistock being obliged to put back to Brazil to stop a leak. 

7. You have been informed in our letter of the 23rd Nov. that all the 
Pepper on the West Coast is to be reserved for the Canton Market & that 
therefore no ship was to proceed thither from any of our Presidencies to com¬ 
plete or take in any part of their cargoes for Europe. We only bint this here 
to prevent your sending the Royal Duke to fill up on the West Coast. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

P. Godfrey/Jobn Boyd/Hy. Crabb Boulton/ 
Fred. Pigou/Richd. Smitb/Richd. Seward/ 
Chas. Cutts/John Harrison/Heny. Hadley/G. 
Stcevens/Geo. Dudley/Christr. Baron/ S. 
Harrison/John Browne/Bourchier. Walton/ 
Jacob Bosanquet/Chas. Gough/Thos Waters / 
Fitz.Wm. Barrington/Richd. Gildart. 


London 

6 February 1760. 
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LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 1760 

QassifoaHon of oaf go — King*s tuops for Company*s assistance—more skips for 
Admiral Pocoek*s squadron—strength of French navy in the Bast Indies, 
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Our 


IVesident & CouRci) at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. By theie ships the Lord Mansfield & Falmouth wh. are consigned 
first to Fort St. George, we send you by each about 6o tons of Copper, & 
100 Bales of Woollen goods and on the last named 140 barrels of gpanpowder. 
These arc the principal articles designed for your Presidency on the said ships, 
but as there are some others, we refer you for the oarticulars & amount of the 
whole to their respective invoices & bills of lading. 

2. His Majesty having been most graciously pleased to order a conside¬ 
rable military force to proceed this season to the East Indies for the assistance 
of this Company, we are to inform you that we arc well assured by the King’s 
Ministers that in the whole it will consist of about 2,000 men to be embarked 
at three different periods. 


3. The first embarkation consisting of about 640 men is on the ships now 
under dispatch viz. the Caernarvon, Ps. Augusta & Warwick, also the 
Lord Mansfield & Falmouth, all of wh. proceed directly to Fort St. George, 
the three first named are then to go to China & the other two after dischar¬ 
ging their consignment will be dispatched for your Presidency, but if it 
shall so happen that the Presidency & Council think it necessary to detain 
either of the said ships Lord Mansfield & Falmouth, they arc to forward the 
Bengal cargo by the ship that docs proceed to you or by some other good 
conveyance. 

4. The second embarkation of about the like number of men will pro¬ 
ceed directly for Bengal on the ships Prince Edward, Latham, Lord Anson, 
Sandwich & Admiral Watson wb. will be dispatched from hence in all 
the month of March, the Lord Anson & Sandwich being intended, for 
Bombay, are after delivering their consignments & landing the soldiers, 
to be dispatched to that settlement. 

5. And the third embarkation consisting of the remainder of the said 
2,000 men will proceed on the ships to be consigned directly for Bombay 
& will be dispatched in all the month of April, viz. the Neptune, York 
Egmont, London & Earl Temple. 

6. Of the 640 men wh. [who] now proceed to Fort St. George, one half as 
we have been informed are destined for Col. Draper’s Battalion & the odier 
for Lieut. Col. Coote^ at the same time we are assured that the last named 
moiety may be detained at that Presidency if the Service requires it & they are 
not wanted in Bengal. This measure may be the more necessary, as has been 
before observed the forces for the second embarkation are to proceed directly 
to you & very likely will be in battalion whereas those of the first are in 
companies only. 

7. However, should it be determined upon to be really necessary to send 
Lieut. Col. Coote'j iafn to Bengal, the President & Council of Fort St. George 
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are in such case to forward them thither by the Ijord Mansfield, Falmouth 
or any good conveyances that offer, if this reinforcement shall accordingly 
arrive at your Presidency it is to be in all respects upon the same footing as to 
additional pay & allowances with the officers & soldiers now under the 
fommand of Lieut. Col. Coote aggreable to die directions we gave last season 
relating to that battalion, observing, however, that as there are no officers 
above the rank of a Captain therein we arc not tc be at any further expense 
on account of field-officers than we then directed to be allowed to Lieut.- 
C0I. Coote & the Majors Wm. Gordon & Robert Gordon. 

8. Although the King’s troops arc at different settlements, yet it is His 
Majesty’s intentions they should be employed wherever their service may be 
wanted. The necessary steps must therefore be taken & measures concerted 
& pursued for carrying the same into execution in the most effectual manner 
more particularly by the Select Conunittee at yours & our other Presidencies. 

9- His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to order the following 
ships to proceed to the East Indies to reinforce the squadron under the com- 


mand of Admiral Pocock, viz. 

Guns 


1 be Norfolk of 

74 

Capt. Parker 

Panther 

64 

Affleck 

America 

64 

Haldane 

Medway 

60 

Tinker 

Liverpool 

28 

Knight 

& South Sea Castle store ship 


Newsome 


FO. The two first named ships left England on the 6 Jan. & the others 
are fitting for sea and will be soon ready to sail. 

11. Some steps have been taken towards holding a Congress to restore 
peace but we are concerned to say there appears but little prospect of so happy 
an event soon taking place-the French nation in particular sensibly touch¬ 
ed with their many losses in the course of last year seem determined to use 
their utmost efforts this, in hopes of some advantage on their side wh« 
may enable them to treat on more favourable terms than they think they 
can at present expect, for this purpose as great preparations are making 
by them as their exhausted finances will admit of. On the part of Great 
Britain such vigorous measures are pursuing as will we hope with the Divine 
assistance be crowned with success and reduce the enemy to a condition 
which may be productive of an honourable and lasting peace. 

12. The views & d<»igns of the enemy seem to be confined principally 
to Europe, & we have the satisfaction therefore of observing to you that 
there is little reason to suppose they can send any force to the East Indies 
this season, at least none that can balance the superiority of the &itish Naval 
Force in those parts, & in fact we have not heard of any French ships 
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sililing for Iik^ia since the undec|iamed heto^gm|; to their Company wh* 
left PortL*Oricnt about theasnd Inarch 1759, bound as it is said for Pondi¬ 
cherry. 



Guns 

Guns 

Le Massac—^pierced for 

74 

mounted 26 la Pounder 

Le Due de Chartres 


24 

Compagnie Les Indes 

54 

34 

St. Luc 

24 

18 


The Due dc Chartres was taken the 27th March by His Majesty’s Ship 
Windsor, Her cargo consisted of 60 tons of Gunpowder & other stores, it 
does not appear they had any soldiers on board but that the crews of the 3 
first amoimted to about 300 men each & of the last to about 200. 

We are, 

Yoiur loving friends, 

P. Godfrey/John Boyd/Hy. Grabb Boulton/ 
John Harrison/John Raymond/G. Steevens/ 
G. Rooke/Richd. Gildart/Thos. Waters/ 
Bovurchier Walton/Henry Hadley/Chas. 
Gough/W. Thornton/John Browne/Richd. 
Seward/S. Harrison/Fitz.Wm. Barrington/ 
Fred. Pigou/Ghristr. Baron/Gco. Dudley. 
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LETTER DATED i APRIL 1760 

Shipping news—supply of slaves from Madagascar to Sumatra—reservation 
of Sumatra pef^er for China—personnel of Select Committee of Supercargoes 
at Canton—precautions for security of ships against the French—specifications of 
Spanish dollars—provision of military stores and clothing for Company s troops— 
Company's monopoly in opium trade with Sumatra—appointrnent of gunpowder-^ 
makers for Bengal—functions of Sea-Custom-Master defined—fine quality of soHpetre 
to be procured—decline of French power on Coromandel Coast—Dutch mlitary 
preparaliorts—laviskness at Mir Jafar’s reception at Calcutta condemned — 
committee of five persons for management of newly acquired lands—measures to be taken 
for rehabilitating JTAaryun pargana —Court urges prevention of abuse of dastaks 
—fortification of Calcutta and Berkan^ore—appointment of Select Committee at 
Fort Marlbro*—censor of information relating to Companys affairs sent oUt to 
England—duty of 20 % on non-British woollen goods—resignations by Bengal 
army officers in protest against being placed under command of Cafit. Ckwin 
of Bombay army—Court of Proprietors agree to reduction in dividend to meet finandaf 
Acuities—instnuddaps regarding biUs of exchange—ptgtment of bonds lost during 


London 

15 February, 1760. 
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F$rt W'UHan-^rregidmtus in accounts of Bptgal establishmnu^ 
instructions rogarding tnatnmt and allowances King*s trocps-^Anglo-Frenek 
engagement neaf Arcot—personnel of Secret Committee of Court of Directors. 

Our President & Council Fort William in Bengal. 

I. We writ to you by the ships wh. have been ^ready dispatched this 
season under the following dates viz. the 23 Nov. & 7 Dec. 1759, the 16 
Jan. 6 & 15 Feb. 1760 as the first mentioned letter was sent in quadrupli¬ 
cate by different conveyances & all the rest in triplicate we cannot but 
suppose they will come to your hands long before this reaches Bengal wh. we 
send by the five ships now under dispatch the Prince Edward, Latham, Lord 
Anson, Sandwich & Admiral Watson. 

a. The several letters from your Presidency wh. have been received 
since the 23 March 1759 when we writ to you by our ships of last season, 
are viz.. General letters of the 26 August, 9th Nov. & 31st Dec. 1758 the 
8th & 29th Jan. also the 8th Feb. & the 5th & 8th March 1759. From 
the Select Committee at your Presidency to our Secret Committee under 
dates of loth Nov. & 3rst Dec. 1758. 

From President Clive to us of the 30th Dec. 1758. 

From Mr. James Barton of the 30th Dec. 1758 also the 8th July 
& 5th March 1759. 

And from Capt. Brohier dated the 31st Dec. 1758 & the 20th Feb. 
& the 8th March 1759. 

3. Having thus informed you of the several letters received from & 
sent to your Presidency since the dispatch of our shipping last season we 
proceed in the usual manner to give such additional informations and direc¬ 
tions, & make such observations upon your transactions as shall appear to 
be necessary by this dispatch & for the being better understood we shall 
refer in the margin to those parts of your letters wh. give rise to such 
observations. 


First of Shipping 

4. You have been already acquainted that 5 of the 6 China ships wh. 
had been chased off of St. Helena by 3 French Men-of-war & afterwards 
went to the Brasils, are safely arrived; the other the Tavistock being obliged 
soon after their sailing to retiirn thither to stop a leak has not since been heard 
of, but we have no particular reason to be in pain for her safety. 

5. As all our expected Ships of last season, except the Grantham & 
Tavistock are arrived we think ourselves very fortunate in having no other 
loss than of the first named ship considering the hazard they all run from 
the before mention^ French cruisers. The loss of the Grantham as you 
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have been dbready infermed vrsa owing to the Gconmander’s Breach of 
Orders in going to the Gape, otherways in all probability that diip might 
have been added to the number of those wh. are happily arrived. 

6. This season has begun with the agreeable news of the arrived of the 
ships, Pitt and Warren at Kinsale on the S3rd & a4th Feb. the first named 
was dispatched from Ganton the 13th June & theoAer from Fort St. George 
on the 20th August, By the Warren we received no new letter from your 
Presidency. 

7. The times of the arrival of our several ships will appear in the accom¬ 
panying lists to wh. therefore you arc referred. 

8. In our letter of the a3rd of Nov. we gave you an account of the 
ships intended to be employed this season together with their several desti¬ 
nations. But as we have been under the necessity of making some variation 
as well by adding more ships as in altering the consignment of others, we now 
insert for your better information the following correct list, viz. 


Burthen 

tons 


Onslow 

• 499 

Thos. Hinde 



Coast & Bay 


Triton 

• 499 

Francis Harris 



St. Helena 

& 






China. 


Caernarvon 

• 499 

Norton Hutchinson *1 



Princess Augusta 

• 499 

Thos. Baddison 



- F. St. George 

& 

Warwick 

• 499 

James Dewar 


J 

China 


Norfolk 

• 499 

Pinson Bonham 



Bencoolen & 


D. of Richmond 

• 499 

Benjn. Godfrey 


J 

China 


Royal Duke 

• 499 

Peter Pigou 



St. Helena 

& 






Bengal 


Lord Mansfield . 

• 499 

Alex. Macleod 

1 




Falmouth 

• 499 

James Dale 





Prince Edward . 

• 499 

James Haldane 


t 

Coast & Bay 


Latham 

. 499 

James Moffatt 

J 




Lord Anson 

• 499 

Ed. Lord Chick 



Bengal & Bombay 

Sandwich 

• 499 

Andrew Quicke 

J 




Neptune 

• 499 

John Purling 

1 




York 

• 499 

Peter Lascelles 


► 



London 

• 499 

John Webb 



iK>niDAy 


Egmont 

• 499 

Chas. Mears 

•il 





Company’s Ships 





Syren Snow 

. !00 

Thos* Warner 



Anjengo & Bombay 

Adml. Watsoii 

. 400 

Francis Fowke 



Bengal 


Earl T«^ljt 

. 850 

Wm. Foster 



Bombay. 
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‘ 9. The Syren snow sailed from Spithead on the gth Dec. as did 
also the diips OnslW & Triton on the 15th of the same month but the 
two last named soon after parted in a severe gale of wind-the Triton, how> 
ever, kept on her voyage but the Onslow was imder the necessity of putting 
in at Plymouth to repair the damage she received, from whence she again 
proceeded on her voyage on the aSth Feb. 

10. A long series of Easterly Winds has prevented the ships getting to 
Gravesend in time to answer the intentions of an early dispatch as advised 
in our letter of the 33rd Nov. this with othtf unavoidable impediments 
has retarded their departure from England very considerably-however, we 
have the pleasure of informing.you that at last they sailed from Spithead as 
follows, viz. The Royal Duke for St. Helena & Bengal-on the sSthFeby. 
The Caernarvon, Princess Augusta & Warwick for Fort St. George & 
Ghina-the Lord Mansfield and Falmouth for Fort St. George & Bengal 
together with the Norfolk & Duke of Richmond for Fort Marlboro* & 
China on the 7th March. 

11. The ships Prince Edward, Latham, Lord Anson, Admiral Watson 
& Sandwich are now under dispatch & are consigned directly to Bengal. 
The Neptune, York, London, Egmont & Earl Temple will be dispatched in 
the month of April for Bombay. 

13. You were informed in our letter of the 15th Feb. that His Ma¬ 
jesty has been most graciously pleased to order a considerable military 
force to proceed to the East Indies for the assistance of the Company’s 
several Presidencies, to the amount of 3000 men in the whole. The accom¬ 
modating so large a body of men with a passage & the sending out a very 
great quantity of Stores for the Government Service, has occasioned our 
employing more ships this season than we otherwise should have done & 
we are sensible there will be some difficulty in finding cargoes for loading 
such of them home the season of their arrival, as are intended to be returned 
from our Presidencies. However, we shall depend upon the separate & 
joint endeavours ofyou&our Governors & Coimcils of Fort St. George 
& Bombay to send them ail home in the season of their arrival, if possible, 
or to employ such as cannot be so retux;ped in the most advantageous manner 
for the Interest of the Company agreeable to our repeated yearly recom¬ 
mendations on this head. 

13. To explain wh. ships we mean should be returned to us from our 
Presidencies as before-mentioned we say, they are all those contained in the 
list inserted in the 8th Paragraph of this letter except such as are destined 
for China, also the Earl Temple, Admiral Watson & one of the Bombay 
Ships. 

14. The Bombay ship so excepted is intended to be kept in India until 
the b^pnning of the year 1761, when she is to be the annual ship from tha 
coast to China. The Company’s own ship Earl Temple b6ing bought 
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with a |>rincipally to assist in transportisf the troops, is to be t^isposed 
of in the East Indies agreeable to the directions wh* Mrill be given f<nr that 
purpose to the jPresidoit dc Council of Bombay. As to the Admiral Watsoin 
she is to be forwarded from your Presidency to Bombay from wheuce we shall 
give directions for her proceeding to Madagascar to provide a oargo of 
slavraforour settlements on the West Coast. 

15. The ships of this season then wh. will be the more immediate 
objects of your care and attention are the Onslow, Royal Duke, Lovd Mans¬ 
field, Falmouth, Prince Edward & Latham, for these we flatter ourselves, 
you will with the assistance of the Governor Se, Council of Fort St, George 
be able to provide returning cargoes. 

16. It is to be observed that the I.ord Anson & Sandwich two of the 
ships now proceeding to your Presidency arc stationed for Bengal & Bom¬ 
bay, however, we shall leave it to you upon duly considering all circum¬ 
stances cither to send one or both of them home from your side of India 
or forward them to Bombay, if you determine upon the last measure in 
such case you are to dispatch them thither without loss of time alter their 
soldiers & consignments are landed & delivered with cargoes of salt-petre 
& whatever else you shall judge will turn to the best accoimt or you may 
freight them in part or the whole, in short you arc to use your best endeavours 
to make their voyage to Bombay, as advantageous to the Company as possi¬ 
ble. 


17. Should it So happen that any other ship or ships will be more ready 
to proceed to Bombay, SO as to make their passage home from thence the same 
season than the Lord Anson fit Sandwich, you arc at liberty to substitute such 
ship or Ships in their room wh. we must suppose will be from among those 
wh. arrived the earliest in Bengal. 

18. It is proper to observe in this place that the detention of ships in 
India a season extraordinary, is at all times attended with a ihost heavy 
ejqfMsnse in Demorage, but more particularly in Axis time of wkr. It will, 
therefore, be much more for the interest of the Company to avoid if possible 
such a measure by sending them home with their bare charter-party tonnage 
only or even somewhat dead-freighted; under the circumstanbe of having 
such a number of ships to provide cargoes for, these ate liberties wd bannOt 
avoid giving you, Wh. we hope, if you are under the necessity of csunying 
into <^ecution it wilt be in a manner fit degree that shall appe^ of the 
gteateSt Utility to the Company. 

19. The Admiral Watson as before observed being intended for a voy* 

age from Bombay to Madagascar you are therefore as soon as the soldiers 
dtoonsigiiiaentsaralaQdodtoputoahoaffdlmraBafgd for tliat Frea^incy 
conMsflnt of Salirpsetie fo WhatsVer else y«u shidl th^ t^dpeTi dlilttteli 
bar thfthar )oSI of time^ 
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so. In isilii istiit i4thi & i5tk Pan^phl of our letter of the 
asrd Jan. 1759 we gave very fall & idain directionf with respect to 
the manner in wh. the Company’s own ship the Royal George was to be 
employedt & as it is our intention & orders that the Admiral Watson 
shall be empbyed mostly upon the same plan after she has been at hfada> 
ga8car» we therefore refer you thereto for your guidance in the management 
of the last named ship, after her said voyage in case she comes to your Presi¬ 
dency. 

a I. We have put aboard the Admiral Watson for the service of the ship 
during the course of the voyage to the amount of £4.00 in treasure, for wh. 
the commander is accountable. If therefore it shall appear unnecessary to con¬ 
tinue all or any part diereof in the ship on her departure for England, you 
may receive the same, giving receipt for what shall be so received, but if 
she is not dispatched from Bengal^ you are to give this intimation to our ser¬ 
vants at such settlements from whence she shall be finally dispatched. 

22. The Admiral Watson was in her late voyage dispatched iVom Bombay 
with a Cargo of very little value, whereas agreeable to our general orders 
she ought to have had such a loading as would have produced us a profit 
equivalent (or as nearly so as possible) to the expense of her voyage, & 
if one settlement could not have supplied her with such a loading she should 
have been sent to another. We mention this to prevent your running into the 
like inadvertency or error with the President & Council of Bombay, & yoU 
are to observe that to answer our intentions the Admiral Watson’s cargo is to 
consist principally of Fine goods. 

23. As we intend for the future to have the whole produce of pepper 
at all our Settlements on the West Coast annually reserved for & sent to 
C^ina & none brought to England unless we should for reasons not at pre¬ 
sent appearing to us have occasion to alter our minds of wh. we shall give 
due notice. We have accordingly given the necessary directions to oiur 
Deputy Governor & Council of Ft. Marlbro*. We, therefore, confirm 
the orders we gave you in our letter of the 23rd Nov. last for your not sending 
any ships to the West Coast to complete or take in any part of their cargoes 
for Euro|)e that our plan may not at any time be disconcerted. 

a 

34. We hereby order & direct that you observe it aS a standing rills 
in future that all vessels di^atched by you or wh. proceed to the West 
Coast, be positively ordered to go directly to Fort Marlbro* A not to call at 
or go to any places on that coast without leave in writing from the Dej;>at|r 
Governor & Council. 

35. Ih bur tetrtt of the asrd Nov. we infonhed you of a new clause in 
the Charterpartics with respect to the Adjustment of & payment for damages 
ft goods lost hiid undelivered smce thdt time. The owners of the Norfolk 
ft Tritoh Ut theif ^parttcUlar Aedtc hdve a liberty in their Ci^fteiparties 
to pay the value of their damage or deficiencies in India if demande 4 . 
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'I^erefore, th^ clauses in those ships' charterpartics must he your guide in 
case you Aall happen to have any transactions with them. 

96. We have on the application of several of the CJornmandem of the 
outward bound ships this season consented to their taking the value of £ 30 
or £40 each in trading guns, shot & flints for purchasing provisions at Ma¬ 
dagascar in case they shall be under the necessity of calling there. Yoif wfl- 
find by the respective ship’s manifests of private trade wh. particular Com¬ 
manders have been indulged in this respect that if they shall not have dis- 
p>osed of such articles for refreshments, you arc agreeable to their engage¬ 
ments to demand & receive them at prime cost. 

97. Besides the General Council whose names you were advised of in 
our letter of the 23rd Nov. for transacting our affairs at Canton for the ships 
arriving in the season of the year 1760 We have appointed Mr. Lockwood 
during his stay in China, Mr. Fitzhugh, if there, Messrs. Blount, Kinners- 
ley & Francis Wood to transact several important matters wh. have been 
usually left in charge with our superior supra-cargoes & in case of the ab¬ 
sence of the two former then the three last named are fixed on as our resi¬ 
dents in China with Mr. Flint for the year 1761. As these gentlemen arc in 
the nature of a Select Committee, such a correspondence is to be kept with 
them as may be necessary for the Company’s interest, & in particular that 
is the Channel for whatever may be of a secret nature, & as we shall name 
residents or such select supra cargoes from year to year there will be always 
some on the spot to be addressed to, whenever conveyances offer. 

28. Altho’ from the late repulse of the French in their attempt upon 
Fort St. George^ & their distressed condition in general we flatter our¬ 
selves with the safety of that settlement, yet should it so happen, contrary 
to our expectations, that the enemy are in possession of it & in consequence 
of such an Event, the ships bound thither shall come to Bengal, you are to 
take such measures as according to the best of your judgment shall appear 
to be most for the Company’s Interest with respect to the disposition of such 
ships, should any of the China ships in particular be under this circumstance 
they must be forwarded as soon as possible to Canton with as much treasure 
as you can possibly spare, in short as we are providing against wants wh. 
we hope will never happen there can be no particular or precise directions 
given, we must, therefore, if they should fall out, depend upon your dis¬ 
cretion to act for the best according to the circumstances of the case, & the 
respective Commanders are accordingly to follow such orders wh. you may 
think proper to give them. 

29. Your caution in having fire boats, & prepared to remove the 
buoys & destroy all marks, if the enemy had attempted your river meets^ 
our approbation, we find they are since sold ofif as useless but the reasons 
are omitted. 

30. We observe you purchased the Loo & Watson for the expedition 
to '\^i^patam; ypu should have added their cost, Burthen & age for our 
information. 
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31.. We vpcy much approve of the many regulatiom in the Marine De¬ 
partment & from Capt. Barton’s abilities*, experience & zeal for our 
service, we are persuaded there will be an entire & very advantageous 
reform. 

32. From the character you give us of Mr. Alex. Scott we very readily 
confirm your nomination, that he succeed Capt. Barton as master-atten¬ 
dant, but to no other of that gentleman’s appointments. 

33. You did very right in returning Capt. James Ward the Thanks of 
the Board in consequence of Col. Forde’s request for his good behaviour to 
the officers & men who were passengers on his ship, & we shall have 
a due regard to your recommendation of him, at the same time we shall show 
a suitable resentment against Capt. Samson if upon examination into his 
conduct he shall appear to deserve it. 

34. As Capt. Durand did not comply with his contract with respect 
to the ship Restitution we are well satisfied with your proceedings in refu¬ 
sing to pay him the 45,000 C.Rs. indemnification money in case of her being 
seized by the French wh. actually happened, & we depend upon your care 
for defending us against his claim in the suit commenced in the Mayor’t 
Court on that account. 

35. Your sending to Europe as many of the French prisoners as possi¬ 
ble upon our ships was a right measure, but we must observe that we have 
been put to a difficulty in adjusting some claims on the French Company 
on their account for want of a true description of them, as to their real names 
& the places of their birth or usual residence, those in the lists transmit¬ 
ted to us being generally either petitions or nicknames. We take notice of 
this that on any future occasion you may send us regular lists. 

Ilndly of Goods from Europe, or from one part of India to another 

36. We gave you in our letter of the 23rd Nov. a general view of our 
export this season as well to every other part of India & China as to your 
Presidency the particulars of the several consignments to you will appear 
by the invoices of such ships as have been already dispatched and those now 

on their departure to which therefore you are referred. 

» 

37. The mercantile part of our export is far short of our intentions from 
the necessity we are under to find tonnage for the great quantities of Govern¬ 
ment stores laden on the Fort S. George and Bombay ships, also for trans¬ 
porting His Majesty’s forces to each presidency, however we have done our 
best in supplying you as far as circumstances could possibly admit of. 

38. For the reasons given in our letter of the 23rd of November we send 
no other treasure this season than to China and Fort Marlborough, we 
shall therefore depend upon your properly and effectually supplying our 
presidencies of Fort S. George and China agreeable to the directions in our 
said letter. 

5 
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39. In th»t letter the quantities of treasure were left in blank, we are, 
^erefore, now to inform you that the ships Triton, Norfolk and Duke oi 
Richmond [are] carrying in the whole 123 chests to Canton, and the two last 
named have also on board 10 chests each consigned to Fort Marlbro*. 

40. We have received by the ships of this season some gold mohurs and 
sicca rupees coined in your mint which we have caused to be assayed at 
the Tower, how they came out in respect to fineness will appear by our ac¬ 
countant’s remarks now transmitted to you, but being entirely unacquainted • 
what the weight and fineness of those coins should be, you must therefore, 
by the first opportunity send us an exact account of your standard weight 
and fineness for all your coins respectively, especially of the sorts before- 
mentioned as a matter essentially necessary for our information. 

41. Having taken under our consideration a paragraph of the general 
letter from the President and Council of Fort S. George, dated the loth of 
October, 1758, wherein they say “They have for several years past 
received repeated complaints from the mint undertakers that the dollars deli¬ 
vered to them to be coined have been for a considerable time decreasing in 
the touch and therefore, that they could not coin them on the same terms 
as formerly. The said President and Council add that they had ordered an 
assay to be made, upon the report of which it appeared that the square dol¬ 
lars which at the time of the contract with their ininters were three dwts. 
[penny weight]worse than standard turned out five dwts. worse, and the round 
dollars which according to the same contract should be four dwts. worse 
proved 5^ dwts, worse than standard.” We made an enquiry in our bul¬ 
lion office here, and find that for many years past assays have been made 
at the Tower of London both of Mexico and Pillar dollars and on taking the 
average of the same we find that as single pieces of both species have been 
separately tried, the Pillar, (or what the said President and Council call the 
square dollars) are somewhat better than the Mexico (or what they call 
the round dollars), yet as large quantities of the former are very badly clean¬ 
sed and have more dirt and other impurities adhering to them than the 
latter, we arc informed that when each specie has been melted into sepa¬ 
rate ingots, they have come out on the assay nearly the same; and this we 
estimate on the nicest computation to be at five dwts. worse than standard. 
At this value we have directed the President and Council of Fort S. George 
in future to deliver the same to their mint undertakers, and we have ac¬ 
quainted them that if we shall hereafter observe any material alteration 
in the fineness of dollars, we will give them our directions herein, till then 
this is to be esteemed the true and real value of all the Spanish dollars whe¬ 
ther Mexico or Pillars they shall from time to time receive from us. 

42. Although we have not for some time past sciit any treasure to Ben¬ 
gal, yet it is necessary you should be informed of our said directions to Fort 
S. George that you may also confirm thereto with respect to the value of the 
before mentio.ned Spanish dollars which you are hereby directed to do until 
you receive our^rders to the contrary. 
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. 43. The President and Council of Fort S. George inform us that they 
received from you by the Boscawen, Grantham and Fox, 75 chests of silver 
,and 2 of gold, that the uncommon deficiencies which the commanders of 
those ships have paid for, agreeable to our standing orders, obliges them in 
justice to them and the owners of the said ships to take notice that the chests, 
were in general packed so'negligently that they rather wonder the deficiency 
was not larger : few of them with hoops, some but slightly tacked down & 
covered with gunnyj and the dollars loose in many of than. ,We take it for 
granted our said President and Council have given you due notice of this 
affair, for our parts we insist upon your acquainting us who the persons 
were, who packed the said treasure & you are in our names to give them a 
severe reprimand for their great carelessness. 

44. From the large quantities of stores for his Majesty’s service and the 
transporting his troops as before observed, we have been obliged to lade 
several articles for Fort S. George (as will be noticed in the invoices) on the 
Prince Edward, Latham, & Anson, we strictly enjoin you to forward them 
to that presidency by the first safe conveyances. 

45. The same is to be observed in respect to 2 cases and one cask of 
clothing on board the Latham for the use of Captain Alex.* Campbell’s 
Company of Royal Artillery at Fort S. George which is much wanted there. 

46. A quantity of clothing for the same detachment of Royal Artillery 
was shipped in 1757 on the Elizabeth which was delivered to you by Capt. 
Burdett, we must suppose you have not been wanting to send it to Fort S. 
George long before this letter will come to your hands, however, should it 
have been omitted, you must forward it thither without fail, by the first safe 
conveyance. 

47. We have provided the materials for the clothing of our infantry and 
artillery officers agreeable to their request to you and have shipped the Same 
on the Latham and Lord Anson, you are to take care that we are reimbursed 
the prime cost of the said clothing, to which must also be added an advance of 
15 per cent as a reasonable profit for the interest and risk of our money. 
Though we have indulged them therein at present, yet having for good reasons 
refused our other presidencies, in this respect, you arc not to expect a future 
consignment of this sort, therefore let’provision be otherwise made accord¬ 
ingly. 

48. Your indents for copper arc complied with, in point of quantity parti¬ 
cularly that in imitation of the Japan sortment, but you will not receive any 
copper this year for battery and brass uses, marked cither Swan or IH 
as we have not purchased any of the proprietors of those two sorts. The 
marks of the different sortments of Copper will be particularized in the invoices 
as desired. 

49. There is consigned to you on the Sandwich, about 100 tons of copper, 
if it cannot be disposed of to advantage in Bengal, you are to send it to the 
presidency of Bombay, on that ship or any other proper conveyance. 
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50. The indent for marine stores is complied with as far as the room 
in the ships bound to the Bay vdll admit of. We also have given orders for 
loading 76 tons of cordage on these ships besides the 32 tons by the Onslow^ 
if we fail in sending this quantity, it is owing to the perscms we have contracted 
with not fulfilling their engagements in time; however, a considerable quantity 
there certainly will be, for the particulars whereof, we refer you to the invoices. 
Out of this large supply, we recommend it to you to send a part to Bombay 
where all marine stores in general will be greatly wanted , it being much 
to be feared the ships bound to that part of India will have little or no room 
for such stores on account of the great quantities of victualling, naval and 
ordnance stores they carry for his Majesty’s squadron, and the transport of 
the King’s Troops as has been before observed. 

51. That part of the naval indent for anchors from 20 cwt. to 32 cwt, 
are not sent for the reasons given in the 37th para : of your letter by the Ilches- 
ter. 

52. Capt. Brohier’s indent of military stores by the Ilchester would have 
been fully complied with as well as the deficiency of that by the Diligent schoon¬ 
er if the situation of public affairs would have permitted it, but we are 
not able this season to send near the number of light iron 12-pounders he has 
indented for, most of the other articles are now sent with a few others which 
were provided in consequence of an indent delivered to us by Capt. Paschaud 
before the receipt of Mr. Brohicr’s. Among these three small mortars o* 
3t» 3I and 3 inches are the principal which were directed to be made as 
there appears to be several shells of those natures in your stores. 

53. As the sending iron work for the light iron 12-pounders the same 

as field carriages with timbers should be attended with very extraordinary ex¬ 
pense to the amount of at least we have thought proper to order 

the iron work to be made for garrison carriages on the same construction 
as those which are now used in his Majesty’s service, and which it is conceived 
will answer all the ends of field carriages in garrison service; the same being 
recommended by the Board of Ordnance from whence the 2 pattern carriages 
were received which now go on the Prince Edward and Latham. But not¬ 
withstanding the beforegoing we have ordered 40 sets of iron work for field 
carriages with timbers agreeable to Capt. Brohier’s indent one half whereof 
go on the ships of this season, wh. is not only as naany as could be provided, 
but are more than in proportion to the guns which have been made. 

54. Capt. Brohier’s indent for necessaries for the new buildings in the 
citadel and for all others at Calcutta are fully complied with. 

55. To answw present exigencies we now send you about ao tons Oi 
musket balls, but as moulds are now also sent you must in future expect only 
lead for making them at Calcutta. 

56. We have caused the Company’s mark to be engraved on the barrel, 
lock and bayoaet Of the small arms sent you this season and shsdl continue 
this niefhod iVfoture. 
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. 57. Itie Bombay GasUe and S. George were particularly intended to 
carry men with all Mod of stores to Calcutta. Men we sent you ; but the 
national ailhUv were at that time so unhappy, the Government’s danandi 
for all military and naval articles so urgent and extraordinary, that no price 
could procure them, and therefore if your fortifications remained useless, 
it reflected no odium upon your employers, but surely your imcandid ani¬ 
madversions were carried too far for with all the cannon and military stores 
of Calcutta, the considerable acquisition of cannon & military articles from 
Chandernagore, could it with justice be asserted, that your fortifications 
must remain useless? If you had said incomplete, we then should have 
allowed that part of your para : to have been a fair and a modest representa¬ 
tion. 


58. We have acquainted our Deputy Governor & Council of Fort 
Marlbro* that we shall direct our presidencies to forward to them such 
Guns, shot & other Garrison stores as they can spare. In case therefore 
they should at any time apply to you for those articles agreeable to the direc¬ 
tions we have given them, you are to furnish them in the best manner you 
are able. 

59. You must take care to supply our servants on the West Coast of 
Sumatra with whatever articles they shall firmn time to time indent ibr on 
the Company’s account either for use sale, and as we have appointed a 
Select Committee at Fort Marlbro* whose names are given you under 
die 6th head, if therefore that Committee applies to you the Select Coratni^ee 
at your presidency to be supplied with any article in consequence of stHue 
directions they have {<x that purpose, a particular attention must be given 
to such their applicati<ms, 

60. We are putting ourselves to a very heavy e^qpense in securing & 
protecting our setdemenCs on the Island of Sumatra, & to the praise of 
our servants at Bencoolen*; they have manifested their zeal fit disinteres¬ 
tedness in pointing out advantages we may secure to ourselves, though 
to the prejudice of their own commerce. We are therefore to acquaint you 
that the trade of opium to our settlements at Sumatra & contiguous we 
reserve to ourselves; & you are to make these our orders public, & let it 
be known that whoever is found to trade thither with Opium after this notice, 
the same will be seized, and the offenders forfeit our service or protection; 
& these orders are to continue in force, until the situation of our affairs 
there will admit of an abolition. You are to direct the Chief at Patna to 
secure annually for our account 50 chests of the best Opium, & the same 
you are to forward yearly to our Governor and Council of Fort Marlborough, 
but should they either before or after you receive this letter indent for a larger 
quantity you arc always to comply with their request. This we apprehend 
will in no degree affect the trade of Bengal, Because the merchant is only 
restrained from carrying 'ophint to or contiguous to our settlement; he is stifi 
at liberty to trade with any quantities to dse strait of Malacca, Borneo, 
Java, And all othex parts of ladia. 



90 


LETTER EROlf OOtmT 


61. By tixe ships of last season & this the medicines & drugs for dxe use 
of the Gompany*s factories & garrisons of Bengal, Fort S. George & 
Bombay have been & are supplied by the persons and society under- 
mentioned in the following proportions, viz. 

By Messrs. Silvanus Sc J. Brown .... 6-teiths 

„ Alex . Johnston & Co. .... 3-tenths 

The Company of Apothecaries.i-tenths 

The medicines & drugs consigned to you are therefore distinguished accord¬ 
ingly, on purpose that we may be informed of the goodness & quality of 
those respectively furnished by the said parties, for our future Government in 
the provision of them. You are therefore to cause the most exact enquiry 
to be made as to their goodness Sc quality, & send us an impartial report of 
the result by the first opportunity. 

62. It being impossible to supply you with quantities of gunpowder 
from England in any degree adequate to your want of that article, Sc as you 
desire some persons well skilled in the whole apparatus of that manufacture 
may be sent to your Presidency, we have entertained William Smith as 
gunpowder maker at your Presidency at £i'jo sl year & Robert Smith 
as his assistant at ^ 100 a year to commence from the time of their arrival 
in full for wages, diet money Sc all other allowances except House-rent 
Sc we recommend it to you with respect to the latter that you provide con¬ 
venient apartments for them near the Works at the Company’s Expense. 
We hope Wm. Smith will answer the purpose of his being sent out 
not only from the character we have had of him as a gunpowder maker; 
but as we have been at the expense of his learning to refine brimstone Sc bum 
charcoal. The said two men take passage on the Lord Anson, Sc by that 
Ship we send the models of a horse-mill, coming and dusting houses, a gun¬ 
powder press & several other materials for the works; also on the recommenda¬ 
tion of William Smith we send by the same ship a model of a horscmUI 
on new construction to work two pair of stones with the same cattle as 
one pair, the utility whereof must be left to your determination. We have 
not been able to procure the mill-stones in time to be sent by the ships this 
season. 

63. We are to pay to the wife of William Smith the Sum of ^(^30 after 
his departure from England ; you are therefore, to stop that sum out of his 
growing salary in such a manner as may be most convenient to him. 

64. Some samples of Cornish tin are sent by the ship Admiral Watson. 
We earnestly recommend it to you to make a particular enquiry how it will 
answer for the Bengal market, what price it may sell for & the quantity wh. 
can be annually disposed of—as we are always extremely desirous of increasing 
the vend of this Kingdom’s product we shall expect you will encourage the 
export of this article to the utmost of your power. 

65. The saltt ,of our broad dodi Sc copper are very pleasing; of the 
latter we now you a sufficient quantity, as mentioned in a preceding 
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p^a. but your letters did not reach us in time to make such an investment 
of cloth as we could wish; nor indeed have we now room for our mercantile 
articles ; but in future you may expect an ample supply. You did well in 
advising the presidencies of Madras and Bombay that ordinary cloths & 
perpets could be vended to advantage at Bengal. 

66. In our remarks upon Mr. Pearkcs’s conduct at Patna under the 
6th head, we have taken notice of a part of a letter from that gentleman, 
wherein he asserts that some of our servants have unfairly encroached upon 
our vend of woollen goods. This is so striking an abuse, that we have there 
made the necessary animadversions & laid down some rules for your future 
Gk>vernment with respect to our woollen trade, wh. had they not been 
connected with our observations on Mr. Pearkes’s conduct, would have 
properly fallen under this head. You are therefore, to have reference to 
that pari of our letter for our sentiments and directions on this subject. 

67. We are so much distressed for tonnage that our mercantile con¬ 
cerns are kept back to make room for his Majesty’s Stores & provisions 
with the military & naval articles for our settlements. We therefore, can 
spare no ship for Madeira wine as you have been already informed in our 
letter of the 23rd November. 

68. The prevention of frauds in the collecting of our customs we hope, 
will in future be very faithfully attended to. We have already animadver¬ 
ted upon the behaviour of Messrs. Bccher & Smith though not with the 
severity they appear to merit. In future we are determined to dismiss all 
aggressors from our service, as well as the connivers. But why will you de¬ 
viate from our directions without assigning your reasons? In our plan of 
regulations for this branch by the Warren you were ordered to appoint a 
sea-custom-mastcr in whose jurisdiction were to centre all mercantile im¬ 
ports, no merchandise or bullion to be landed but by permission from this- 
custom-master upon pain of forfeiture, and we add that “the sca-custom- 
master may if you think it necessary have guard boats assigned him from 
the marine to patrole the river nightly.” Instead of this you tell us that all 
sloops or boats with private trade are ordered to be examined & inspected 
by the import warehouse-keeper or people employed by him, before the 
goods are landed; we by no means ^approve of this innovation; it*s our cus¬ 
tom-master’s province, & we will suffer no other officer to interfere with 
his branch. 

Thirdly of Investments 

69. We now send you a list of the investment to be made in Bengal 
the ensuing season with such observations & directions as could arise imder 
the circumstance of the late arrival of your ships, & in consequence there 
of that as yet only the cargoes by the Ilchestcr & FVince George 
have been put up to sale, should any thing material occur before the 
departure of these ships we shall either take notice thereof by way of sup¬ 
plement or in a separate account to be herewith transmitted to you. 
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70. In the said list we have observed that the goods by the Ilchester 
are very well approved, but the very great damage occasioned by the bad 
weather wh. that ship unfortunately met with greatly abates our pro¬ 
fit on hfer cargoes. The Prince George’s goods come out pretty free from 
damage & we hope to find the other ships will do the same. 

71. We have acquainted the President & Council of Fort St. George 
that if it should not be in their power to provide the long-cloth ordinary 
in the quantities mentioned in our list of investments to be made on that 
coast they are to write to you to send us as many Gurrahs over & above 
those already ordered as will make up for their deficiency in ordinary long- 
cloths, wh. notice you are accordingly to comply with. 

72. As to saltpetre you are to provide sufficient quantities for the ships 
to be dispatched directly home from your Presidency, as likewise to enable 
our other Presidencies to dispatch those on their hands wh. they are according¬ 
ly to be supplied with by all proper conveyances. The quantity to be laden 
on each ship must be left to your discretion as it will depend upon the number 
of ships for wh. cargoes are to be provided. If you can do it a surplus 
tonnage is to be laden, but you are to observe to let every ship be as nearly as 

ossib le upon an equal footing. 

73. The saltpetre we used to receive, even so far back as to about the 
year 1755, generally refracted or lost in refining from 4I to 6^ per cent, 
whereas from the more than usual quantity of salt & dirt, more particu¬ 
larly the former, in all the saltpetre for some time past imported, the refrac¬ 
tion has been seldom less than 8 or 8^ per cent, & in some lately received 
it amounts to 10 per cent at lea^t. This is a double loss to the Company, 
both with respect to the prime cost & freight, as we arc very apprehen¬ 
sive no abatement is made for such difference in the fineness, & in the lat¬ 
ter case, the loss is too evident to need an explanation. But this debasement 
in the quality will in all probability be attended with this further bad circum¬ 
stance, that the dealers in this commodity will give the preference to that 
now imported in large quantities from Dantsic & Russia wh, seldom 
or ever retracts more than 2 per cent & free from salt. To preserve so con¬ 
siderable a branch of trade, you must in all future purchases of saltpetre 
have a particular regard to its being as free as possible from salt & dirt* 
& if you can purchase it refined or cause it to be so afterwards, it will 
save us from paying freight for such large quantities of trash of no manner 
of use or value, as wc have lately done, wh. is therefore recommended to 
your most serious attention & care. 

74. We must here remark that Primea [Pumea] or Brown petre of wh. 
none has been sent us for some years, is by much the best & strongest, & 
will therefore be more eligible to be provided, if that sortment is now to 
be had. 

75. We hi|^ly commend your attention & regard to our interest 
in givbg directiofif as soon as you heard of the loss of Fort St. David* for 
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tii« increase of the ordinary sortments of your investments, in some mea* 
«ure to make up for the disappointment. You rightly judged that misfortune 
would occasion in the inv^tments from that coast. 

76 . Your intentions for providing an investment at Vizagapatam up¬ 
on the arrival of the forces under the command of Gol. Ford at that place 
likewise shows your vigilance & care & therefore meets with our entire 
approbation. 

77. Obtaining an exclusive perwannah for the saltpetre* was a very 
wise measure & must prove highly advantageous to us, & sparing the 
Dutch a part when it was in your power was a prudent step for many ob¬ 
vious reasons, but as you exclude the Danes from any share lest they should 
supply the French may it not be right to tie down the Dutch that they shall be 
obliged to carry the whole to Europe ? The Dutch protest upon this occasion 
you treated very properly. 

78. As there is very good reason to believe from the knowledge and abi¬ 
lities of Mr. Wilder in the raw silk manufacture that he will prove of signal 
use to the Company, you did very right in complying with his request for 
remaining at Gossimbuzar another season to complete his intended regu¬ 
lations. 

Fourthly, of the Trade of India, Transactions relative to the European 
Powers, Country Government etc, 

79. In our letter of the 24 Feb: we informed you that some steps were 
taken towards holding a Congress to restore peace, but that there was little 
prospect of so happy an event’s soon taking place & that the French were 
preparing to make a vigorous effort this year to retrieve their honour & 
make some acquisitions to enable them to treat on peace upon more equal 
terms than they think they can at present expect. On the part of Great Bri¬ 
tain such vigorous measures arc pursuing as it is hoped' with the Divine as" 
sistance will be crowned with success & reduce the enemy to a condition 
wh. may be productive of a general peace. 

80. In that letter we also mentioned that the views & designs of the 
French seemed to be confined principally to Europe & that we had tibe 
satisfaction therefore of observing that there is little reason to suppose they 
can send any force to the East Indies this season, at least none wh. can 
ballance the superiority of the British Naval force in those parts. Two French 
Frigates each of 32 guns named the Malicieux and Opal bound from Brest 
to the East Indies were spoken with lately to the westward of Scilly & as 
these are the only ships we have had any certain intelligence of, it is some 
confirmation of our opinion that no considerable force is gone to the East 
Indies this season. However it behoves you to be constantly on your guard 
& attentive to prevent any attempts of the ^lemy upon any part of our 
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Trade possessions and privileges in your department in particular or whoever 
else they may bend their present force so far as your circumstances will admit 
of it. 

81. By the last advices from Fort St. George we have the pleasure of 
observing that the strength, power and influence of the French are greatly 
upon the decline upon that whole coast, & here we must in justice to you 
take notice that you have greatly contributed thereto by sending so very 
opportunely the forces under the command of Col. Forde* to the Deccan 
Country, whose success has answered the most sanguine expectations. This 
transaction therefore cannot but meet with our entire approbation. 

8a. Although we have received no letters from you by the Warren, 
yet we have had an agreeable information from the President & Council 
of Fort St. George by that ship, that a letter had been received from Col. 
Clive dated upon the banks of the Caramnassa the 27th April giving an 
account he had marched thither in order to pimish such Rajahs as were con¬ 
cerned in the party of the Mogul’s son who after his fruitless attack of Patna 
was deserted by most of his friends, & was at that time wandering about 
the Country with a few followei*s amongst them Mr. Law with the remains 
of the French wh. escaped with him after the captuie of Chandernagore’'. 
This agreeable circumstance, it is hoped, will greatly contribute to the tran¬ 
quillity of the Country, an object of the utmost importance and which you 
must always have in view & establish it by every prudent measure in 
your power. 

83 . The President and Council of Fort St. George inform us likewise 
by the Warren that Mr. John Herbert by a letter from Batavia dated i ith 
May acquainted them that the Dutch were preparing an armament wh. 
they gave out to be designed for the cotist of Choromandel, consisting of 
1000 Europeans & 1500 Buggeese, the said President & Council add they 
wish they may have nothing more in view than the protection of their 
Settlement on the Coast against the French, the checks their trade in Bengal 
has met with giving some apprehensions of intentions that way for wh. 
however they say they have no grounds. They add that when they have cer¬ 
tain accounts of the Nature & destination of this armament, if it is for Ben¬ 
gal they will immediately send you a reinforcement. By private advices we 
learn the same Dutch ships were actually at Negapatam. 

84. Capt. Scott of the Warren has also informed us that on the iith 
Jan. last in the latitude of 2 deg. 40 min. N. he spoke with a Dutch ship 
outward bound for India, the Qapt. whereof said he sailed two months be¬ 
fore from Amsterdam in Company with five more ships & that each of them- 
had 350 people aboard 200 of whom were soldiers. 

85. Although you must long before this have received certain advicea 
of the said Dutc^ . Armament & probably also of their intentions, yet we 
have given thii^Mfort account of what we at present know of this alfiur that 
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we may express our hopes that if the Dutch have any design to embarrass 
our affairs in Bei^al you have taken such prudent measures in concert with 
our Presidency of Fort St. George as will effectually disconcert their schemes 
especially as from what is before observed the Governor & Council of Fort 
St. George have a watchful eye upon their conduct. We can hardly sup¬ 
pose they will venture upon open hostilities, & if they intended as it has 
been stirmised to have joined the Mogul’s rebel son they have been disap¬ 
pointed in that scheme as has been before observed his party has been dis¬ 
persed by the arrival of Col. Clive at Patna. 

86. When your capital fortification Calcutta is in a respectable state, 
we cannot but think you may be in a condition to defend & give effectual 
assistance to your friends yourselves against any Town & that this alone 
must perpetuate your influence with the Country powers. Still as your opi¬ 
nion wh. is positive does not admit it, & you pronounce so strongly, 
that a fortification on Burrampore Plains is absolutely necessary to secure 
our interest & protect our friends we give up to your judgments in a firm 
persuasion that you will excercise great economy in the erecting this fort, 
wh, you say shall cost us but a trifle, & establish the garrison charges in 
the most moderate manner, & indeed we are the more inclined to adhere 
to your sentiments, as the amazing chicanery of the Nabob to deprive us 
of the Territories he solemnly had engaged to grant by treaty®, fully con¬ 
vinces us that no motives of gratitude but force alone, must preserve our 
acquisition. 

87. We replied last year to the transaction of lending so large a sum 
to the Navy & Army. We ever believed that your apprehension of disgus¬ 
ting the squadron was the governing motive; however, errors in judgement 
where no intention of injuring us appears, are & will be, always ex¬ 
cused. 

88. The obtaining the Luckipore Zemindary has our approbation, 
since, by your description, not only a revenue arises, but there is the pros¬ 
pect of future mercantile advantages, & we thank you for this as well as 
other similar instances of attention to our interest. 

• 

89. The Dutch in their dispute concerning the ship St. Anne appeared 
very much in character; their demand was certainly unjust & their in¬ 
solence treated by you with a contempt that gives m great satisfaction. 

90. Notwithstanding the pains taken to justify yoursdves for the heavy 
expense you have put us to in entertaining the Nabob, we cannot but highly 
condemn your lavishness. That it was right & propor to invite the Nabob 
to Calcutta, that he should be treated in a marnior suitable to his dignity 
& that a pretty collection of curiosities in addition to the preimts your 
employers had sent him. We allow would have been prudent & be¬ 
coming, but you have really wantonly thrown away our money, and at a 
time when you know our unavoidable expences are enormously great. Nor 
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'Can we help r^arking the pitiful idea this Nabob must entertain of the 
Company, who sent him a grateful present for their acquisitions and to secure 
his future friendship, but not half so valuable as that which thek servants 
have made him for the honour of a visit. 

91. Although we must ever discourse the lending our money, yet will 
not condemn you for advancing two laack of rupees to the Nabob, became 
we believe you deemed it an act of necessity & your argument that it might 
facilitate the Sunnud certainly has weight, but pray be very cautious how 
you open such a door again, & we must add, that the Nabob’s poverty 
greatly surprises us. 

92. We do not think it would have been a prudent step to destroy the 
houses of the inhabitants of Chandernagore, demolishing & razing the 
fortifications was certainly sufficient, but we wish we had no just cause to 
complain of the great expense attending the demolition. 

93. Although we agree with you it was a difficult task to restrain the 
31 ack Inhabitants returning to Calcutta, yet so far would have been but 
an act of justice & perhaps good policy, to have excluded those from the 
Nabob’s donation who had to your knowledge been base & iniquitous 
in the late calamities, & indeed imder such circumstances, no regard should 
have been paid to colour. 

Fifthly of Fortifications, Buildings & Revenues 

94. With respect to the lands ceded to us Mr. Frankland’s letter is too 
prolix & not very intelligible, but his accoimt of the different pergunnahs 
the grounds & the revenues are judicious & clear; the barren & un¬ 
tenanted lands are very extensive, but thro* your care & attention we 
shall hope for large increased improvements. Cocoanut trees will grow in 
most soils, though Bengal we fear is full northerly for them. We recommend 
it however to your consideration. Many tracts may be proper for salt, others 
for paddy & some may suit the sugar-cane, but as these are matters of such 
importance to the future prosperity of Calcutta, we will not doubt of your 
most assiduous application and we shall entkely and confidentially depend 
upon you. We do not wish to grasp at more than may be equitable or give 
umbrage to a superstitious & bigotted people; but if among the great parcels 
of lands assigned to priests & idols abuses through neglect may have crept 
in, such only, we desire you will cut off. In the collection of these revenues 
near 8000 servants are yearly employed whose wages amount to near 60,000 
rupees per annum exclusive of large portions of land; this is from ten to i^teen 
per cent upon the revenues, & here perhaps there may be rocun for regu¬ 
lations, but still if this has been established by ancient custom, & a reform 
may hazard imeasiness or bring an odium upon us; this is not desired. 

95. In all great & extensive branches there should be many checks» 
^ although, we ^ aot doubt the honour & fidelity cd* our servants, yet 
-we have frequap^ily^sufiered from their imittmtion & remissness, it in so 
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- tsopious a fidd for invention & improvement^ we cannot be too careful in 
methodizing a suitable plan. 

96. We, therdforc, direct that these new acquisitions be placed under* 
the management of a Committee, to consist of 5 persons (the second for the- 
time being to be the head, together with, at least, two others of Council,) 
observing that the President is to take the lead whenever he sees it necessary 
& all applications to or disputes with the country powers are to pass through 
his authority alone; regular books are to be kept & heads opened for the- 
different pergunahs, their produce, revenues, charges, receipts & payments, 
these transactions to be introduced upon the general books under the head of 
rents & revenues of the new lands; regular diaries to be kept of their tran¬ 
sactions, entering all observations & necessary remarks; the whole to be 
transmitted us annually. It will be necessary that you appoint a covenant 
servant as secretary & accountant to this Committee. 

97. Their, monthly or quarterly accounts arc to be delivered, the Com¬ 
mittee of accounts with their diary to be inspected & supervised, who are 
to certify their opinion; such accounts are then to be laid before the Board,. 
& when approved & passed in Council, they arc to be delivered [to] 
the accountant, who must then, & not before, bring them upon the general 
books. This regulation will not affect the collector of rents & revenues, 
who must still have under his charge (unless you have objections) the same 
confined districts that were under our Zemindar before the loss of Calcutta, 

98. You are certainly right to order an exact measurement of all our 
new acquired lands, but we hope more than one person, & at no great 
Expense, such persons if they have judgment, may from their observation 
of the different grounds, be able to furnish you with many beneficial hints; 
& if they strike out new advantages we shall not be unmindful of their 
merit. Sensible & judicious is your conduct in pursuing lenitive measiures 
& easing the tenants of real oppression & burthensome Taxes; by adopting, 
these salutary maxims, our acquisitions, & Calcutta also, will in time, 
be filled with numerous & useful subjects, attached to our Government 
from interest & affection, & the English name be as much revered & 
respected, as it has of late years been deservedly despised & detested, & 
to our late President Colonel Clive, we chiefly ascribe this merit. Mr. Van- 
sittart receives a peculiar mark of our confidence & we have that high 
opinion of his character, as we believe he will steadily adhere to our interests 
& that of the community, for they are insq)arable & he may depend we 
will ever support him in all just measures. 

99. The pergunnah of Corry Jurie that yielded formerly forty lacks 
& now only 2,925 rupees we agree, is a most striking instance of Goverru. 
ments oppressions, or such vast tracts of country could not have become a 
desert, & we remark with pleasiu*e that you are determined to give suitable 
attention to diis important branch oi our acquisititms to render this Country- 
habitable & to people it are your great ob^ts. The inhabitamts of BengiU 
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in numbers w« fear cannot be tempted to such a residence; but suppose 
you cast your view more distant, at Surat & to the northward Cambay etc. 
are many thousand families in a most miserable state from the tyranny & 
cruelty of CJovernment, these may gladly wish to change their present 
deplorable situation for a happier & they are generally stout, hardy & 
brave, this measure we will recommend to our presidency of Bombay, & 
do you state to them the encouragements you think right and prudent. 
When we have taken proper care of the west coast of Sumatra, you shall 
have Goffrees, &, if practicable Chinese—with the latter you are not to 
meddle until you have our liberty, unless you can procure them from Batavia 
& other places not belonging to China, & with these you have full latitude. 

100. We were misunderstood in the 152nd Paragraph of the letter by 
the Warren quoted by you. The inhabitants of Bombay pay no customs on 
tobacco, but it is the farmer that pays the customs & he alone sells tobacco 
at a price regulated by the Governor & Council. With respect to salt, 
you only are the judges whether it ought to be farmed at all,. we do not re¬ 
commend it, as we agree with you it is a great essential with the poor in- 
•habitants. At Bombay the salt is farmed being the produce of that Island, 
but then the Governor & Collector always fix the selling price to the in¬ 
habitants on very moderate terms; & as salt is a great article of trade with 
the southern territories they very easily levy a duty of twenty per cent upon 
all the export, to prevent the inhabitants suffering from a scarcity. Establish 
therefore this branch in a manner that may appear to you equitable, always 
remembering that if any part of our revenues tends to distress the poor, it 
is our intention that they should be abolished. At the same settlement with 
all kinds of grain, the imports are encouraged & only three per cent custom 
charged but if grain is expected six per cent is levied. We recommend this 
practice to your consideration as a certain method to secure plenty to the 
poor of Calcutta, for it is such a lucrative trade, subject to so few obstacles^ 
that the exports are often beyond reason creating such distresses, that the 
Inhabitants of no well-governed Colony ought ever to feel. 

101. We are promised your sentiments by the next ships respecting the 
traders’ request to be relieved from paying us 4 per cent customs. Your 
opinion indeed seems already determined, as you say two per cent only, 
justly collected, will yield us a very handsome revenue. We can but admire 
that such a crude, incoherent piece as this letter of the merchants should 
escape your obscrv.ition. It is below us to debate the several points, but if 
you should assign us no better reasons than theirs, for relinquishing the duties, 
we shall be greatly dissatisfied. Our Presidents and Councils & their em¬ 
ployers arc much indebted to their men of consequence, for rectifying errors 
& abuses & regulating our system of trade, but we must seriously wjirn 
you to beware of encouraging such levelling liberties, for they will sap yoiu* 
own authority. 

102. The re^ ^ievances & clogs to the fair trader are well known to you 
all. These retnoybd every merchant would cheerfully submit to the moderate 
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4utics we have directed to be levied, & this is conferred [confirmed?] by the 
principal subscribers to the Merchants’ letter now in England. The hardships 
we mean are the gross & iniquitous abuses that spring from the power of the 
Dusticks, they being confined to our covenanted servants trade has been 
subjected to very heavy impositions. It is a well known fact, can be proved 
abroad & also in England that our Chiefs at subordinates gain full twenty 
per cent upon the goods they provide the private trader, & often exclusive 
of commission so that the merchant carries his goods to Market at an advance 
perhaps of twenty-five per cent upon their value in Bengal. The black mer. 
chants they apply to our junior servants & for valuable considerations, re¬ 
ceive their goods covered with our servants names—even a writer trades in 
this manner, for many thousands, when at the same time he has often not 
real credit for a hundred rupees. For the truth of these assertions we need 
only appeal to yourselves. This then is the stream from whence have flown 
numberless mischiefs, perhAps the capital cause of your late dreadful mis¬ 
fortunes: to better trade is opposite to all good policy, and we believe Calcutta 
the only colony where manufactures arc locked up from the merchant. We 
therefore must—we will have a refonn in this important branch, if it is even 
at the expence of that Phirmaund privilege,® for commerce is ruined by 
those unfair practices. The merchant can bear no more and fearful to speak 
out, demurs to our just duties & ascribes his inability to remote causes, the 
Government annually defrauded of immense duties & even their subjects 
properly covered by the Company’s name, must ever look upon us as a 
vile & faithless people, strangers to honour & (we must now add) grati¬ 
tude; such are the consequences resulting from the abuse of a privilege ob¬ 
tained at a very heavy expense for our particular advantage. In the regulating 
this branch we wish to maintain a respectable character, secure the Government 
from being injured & preserve to the fair trader such freedom & benefits 
as are common to all our other settlements & which he certainly has a right 
to; it is not in our power to obviate all difficulties, but whoever points 
out the remedy to fix trade upon an equitable basis, he may depend upon 
receiving signal marks of our favour. Perhaps the Nabob may find it his 
interest to settle for a certain annual sum upon the general trade, his own 
subjects included which will be farming the commercial duties dependent 
upon Calcutta. This scheme mu^t, we apprehend, answer every jus 
purpose; it removes all cause of contention with the Government; dusticks 
will be abolished; the merchant will gladly employ & cheerfully allow our 
servants a reasonable commission & interest for the provision of his goods; 
but if more than five per cent commission is charged upon complaint, he is 
to be redressed & the Company will be reimbursed the annual sum. They 
may pay for farming the general duties by an additional import of two or 
more per cent on the goods brought down by Europeans & a larger duty 
on what may be imported by the Indians, & if the amount should exceed 
the annual sum stipulated with the Nabob, we are willing to add the surplus 
to our President’s small emoluments. If this plan should take place, let us 
view the trader’s situation; he is relieved from the present exaction of ao to 
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25 per cent, he will pay 5 per cent commission on his goods» two per cent 
to the duties &rmed and 4 per cent customs and he will therefore export his 
goods from 9 to 14 per cent advantage. If you can form a better scheme, 
adopt it, but remember at all events we shall expect the dusticks arc put 
upon such a just footing as to secure the Government their duties & enable 
the merchant to pay our customs. 

103. The registers of dusticks have not been transmitted us since the 
year 1755; why will you continue to disobey our orders? We certainly, 
by a repetition of such conduct shall be forced to severities that are always 
against our inclination. 

104. You acquaint us that the Mint shall be established upon the plan 
transmitted to you in our letter of the third of March, but it would have been 
more satisfactory to us to have been informed, you had actually carried it 
into execution. 

* 

105. In consultation the 24th April 1758, is minuted a charge from 
the Governor & Council of Bombay against Mr. Robert Baldrick for de¬ 
frauding us of our duties at Bossorah. You order this to be delivered to Mr. 
Baldrick & his answer to be demanded. No reply is ever made, nor any 
further notice taken of it although we in our general letter per Warren 3rd 
March 1758, have also directed an enquiry and if proved guilty he was ordered 
home—assign us your reasons for this fragrant [flagiant] omission. 

106. The fortifications of Calcutta, we observe, will cost us an 
immense sum & we fear their construction is much too extensive. How¬ 
ever, we cheerfully submit to the expense and hope through your care & 
assiduity our duties and revenues will enable us to maintain a suitable 
garrison & aid us to support our other heavy charges. 

107. In the course of our observations upon your letters under the 
fourth head, we have fallen in with your sentiments for erecting a fortification 
on Birampore Plains, but we must here again remind you that in the Com¬ 
mencement & prosecution of that work the utmost attention must be had 
to frugality, for we have felt most sensibly the effects of such kind of works 
not only at your but at our other presidencies & we do assure you nothing 
but necessity & a certain advant^e in view can induce us to give our consent 
for laying out our money in such a manner. 

108. Under the second head we have advised you of the military stores 
sent & intended to be sent to your presidency, as also of two persons 
well-skilled in the manufacture of Gimpowder who take passage on the 
Lord Anson on which ship arc likewise sent some models of mills & other 
works nccrasary for carrying on that work; for the particulars of all which 
you au« therefory ^ttsferred to that part of this letter. 

/ 



Sixthly & SaventJ^y <»f Govenafil &. Military Semttt & Xceovattei 

109. You vMsre inlbrined in our letter of the 33rd of Nov: of the name 
& raiik of ten factors & aeven writers whom we had ehosen &. appointed 
to servo the Company on the J^engal EistabliidiiBent-^several of them are 
already oh their passage & the rest will proceed on the ship now under 
dispatch. 

no. We direct that Ridiard Barwell, one of the writers on your cs> 
tablishment, instead of the station he at present stands in next below John 
Wooilaston be ranked in your list of covenant servants next below Jam^ 
Barton. 

111. Since the date of our said letter lldr. Thomas Rumbold who has 
behaved well in the Company’s Service both in his civil capacity & as a 
cov^aant servant at Fort St. George & in the Military there dt in Bengal, 
is also chosen & appointed by us to be a factor in your establishment-hit 
station is to be next under Mr. Thomas French & such his rank is to be 
constantly preserved by his being at no time hereafter superseded by any 
one who does now or shall stand below him without our express directions. 

11 a. You must call upon our several servants to write to their friends 
give the ttsual security for them as they advance in station, & as our 
junior servants come of age they are to execute fresh covenants for the faithful 
discharge of their duty, several blank ones having been transmitted 
you for that purpose. When executed and properly attested, they are to be 
returned to us by the first conveyances. These directions must be constantly 
observed every year & be regarded as invariable standing orders. 

113. The accompanying lists to which you are referred will inform you 
of the names of the several persons who have our permission this season for 
proceeding to the East Indies as free merchants in the sea-faring way or 
otherways. 

114. We have thought proper to appoint a Select Committee at Fort 
Marlbro’ for the better securing the Company’s Rights, privileges & 
possessions on the West Coast of Sumatra in the present critical and dangerous 
situation of Affairs, as well as, for promoting the extension of their commerce 
to the most beneficial degree & that the same may be cemducted with the 
caution Sc privacy these important services so necessarily require we 
have directed our Deputy Governor, Roger Garter Esqr. and Messrs. Richd. 
Wyatt and Joseph Darwell or any two of them to be the said Ounmittee 
& we inform you of that the necessary correspondence may be carried on 
between your presidency & that settlement; our Presidencies of Fort St. 
George 8 c Bombay have the like information & directions. 

115. Mr. \^lliam Stewart & Mr. Patrick Edwards being pi^soot 
well qualified in their profession as surgeons, we shall be glad to have them 
provided for. We therefore recommend them to succeed at such in tho 

6 
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Ck)mpany*s Service as vacancies happen; if you approve of them after those 
who have been already recommended by us to succeed (if any such there are) 
and after those who stand upon your list of surgeons by your appointment 
at the time the said Mr. Stewart & Edwards shall offer their services to you. 
The first named is now in India with Gol. Clive, the other proceeds to India 
as surgeon of our ship, Earl Temple. 

116. We find it is a practice for some persons to send great men and 
others a minute account of our affairs and transactions abroad; we will not 
believe this is done with intentions prejudicial to our interest, but un¬ 
knowingly to them our affairs may one day suffer greatly by such steps, 
& from some things which have been lately thrown out—deduced from 
such advices. It is perhaps very fortunate for the Company that the present 
ministry are their real & true friends. Although this hint is principally 
occasioned by some advices which have been sent from Fort St, George 
and we have accordingly acquainted our servants there. If this practice is 
repeated by any person or persons whatsoever, we shall highly resent it; 
yet it is necessary you also should be informed thereof, & be assured that 
the like conduct in any of our servants or others at Bengal will highly incur 
our displeasure. 

117. There is a Moor named Abdullah, a passenger on board the 
Sandwich, who was sent over to take care of some wild beasts as a present 
to the Rt, Hon’ble Mr. Secretary Pitt only one of which called a Shah Great 
was brought to England & is now kept in the Tower among others of His 
Majesty’s Curiosities of that kind. As Mr, Pitt has very strenuously interested 
himself in favour of this poor fellow & paid Captain Quick 3 o Guineas in full 
for his passage, diet, liquors & accommodation, you arc to make an en¬ 
quiry upon his arrival whether he has been used well in the voyage or other¬ 
wise, & give us an account thereof in your next letters. We have received 
from Mr. Pitt the sum of fifty-two pounds, ten shillings for the use of the said 
Abdullah. You are therefore to pay that sum to him accordingly on his arrival 
in Bengal. 

118. In answer to that part of your letter of the 26th of August, i 758 
giving your' reasons for deviating from the orders sent you in the general 
letter of the i ith of November, 1757 by the Hardwicke for a rotation of four 
Governors to preside alternately at our presidency of Bengal, we have only 
to observe that our subsequent orders by the latter ships of that season are a 
sufficient proof that we saw the many inconveniences which would certainly 
attend the carrying the first into execution, and that, therefore altho* you 
ought at all times to be extremely tender in dispensing with orders, yet in this 
instance we could have no reason to blame you. 

119. When the Government of Calcutta was ordered to 4 persons al¬ 
ternately, the highest posts or rather those of most consequence were assigned 
to them, and to i^ahitain their rank, which would be imavoidably expensive, 
we annexed sal^i^ not to those posts but to support their dignity, and 
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when the presidenqr was thrown back into iti right channel, the usud income 
and no more should have been allowed; you gentlemen might mistake our 
intentions, but Mr. Holwell should have acted with more sincerity because 
he was perfectly acquainted with the Court’s sentiments and particularly 
with the motives for these orders. We agree with you that the collector and 
land custom-master have the same pretentions to a salary adequate to the 
sea custOTH-mastcr’s but as we arc entire strangers to the real emoluments 
of these posts, we shall not allow of our appointments per Hardwicke to the 
officers appropriated the four Presidents until we arc enabled to form a 
judgment of the reasonableness of your request. 

120. When you mentioned that the major part of the Goimcil had thought 
ofreturning to Europe, their names should have been given m for our guidance, 
we should then have received them as determinations, but if their duty and 
obligations had been properly considered, they would have conformed 
to our standing orders of giving us a year’s notice; as we have severely felt 
this evil, we shall guard against it In future by adding a proper clause to all 
covenants. 

121. If Mr. Brohier’s convenience had determined him to remain 
another season, you should have shown cause why he was admitted again 
to our service; for a man that relinquished his trust contrary to a standing 
rule of giving us a twelve months’ notice merited no favour or indulgence. 

122. We can never come into your scheme of appointing perpetual 
secretaries and accountants from England; such important branches ought 
always to be understood by all our servants or they will not be capable of 
filling high stations. Those two offices should be the schools and nurseries 
of our youth, from whence by favour or other motives they should not be 
removed but take.a gradual rise to the principal posts and then go off to more 
advantageous stations. Keeping strictly to this rule established and practised 
at our settlements for many years, you would never be in want of qualified 
persons. We will allow from the scarcity of servants you have been under the 
necessity of making frequent changes, but as you are now largely supplied 
and will be kept so, we hope you will qdhere to what we strongly recommend. 

123. As it has not been in, our power to examine so minutely into the 
charge against Mr. Pearkes & his defence as we intend to do on our having 
more leisure after the dispatch of the chiefs for India this season we do not 
therefore in the mean time, agree that he do continue in the station you 
assigned him until you receive our further orders; but when you were examin¬ 
ing into his conduct why were not the characters he strikes at vindicated ? 
Gould you conceive that we should pass over those remarkable passages in 
Mr. Pearkes* letter : “That he had contracted for large quantities of Broad 
cloth, peipets, etc., provided the gentlemen would have sent them up, and 

would have sold yearly 600 to 800 bales of cloth, 400 to 500 bales of perpets_ 

but this benefit your present servants-rhow justly your Honours will be judges 
of—l^ve appropriated to their own benefit & advantage as on a perusal 
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of your dustick Registers you will see**. Do you we luce not idunned 

at such asserti<ms especially as they are unnoticed & the dustick registers 
kept from ns? A charge that viewed in a natimial light toncems the most 
essential branch of our Commerce; and we therefore call upon you all to 
clear up these matters circumstantially & without disguise as you value 
our favour. And here it may be necessary to enlarge upon the subject of our 
woollen trade and lay down some rules for your future Government* As the 
exfeensionr of our woollen manufacture has ever been our princ^al ahnn- 
quantity not profit is the object of our attention, & if lowering the gains 
will increase the consumption, you may piursue such measure until it falls 
within 15 or 10 per cent, upon invoice. From Mr. Pearkes’ insinuations it 
should seem that foreign woollens were purcha^ by our servants for the 
Patna Market; we will not believe you capable of injuring your employer 
in so cruel a manner; but to prevent any person under our protection doing 
us this mischief in future, we positively direct that Customs of 20 per cent 
be levied on all broad cloths, long ells or other species of woollens that are not 
the manufacture of Great Britain, and which shall be imported, by whom’> 
soever, to any place within your jurisdiction. Ifsuch articles are clandestinely 
landed, upon proof they have not paid this duty of 20 per cent, the goods 
are to be seized and forfeited—the one half to the informer, the other moiety. 
pay [rtc] into our treasury—the person or persons, if Europeans, be whom they 
will must be sent to England, if Indian, banished for ever from our settle- 
ment. Observe that all freight goods of this kind are included in the duty 
of 20 per cent & make these our directions public that no man may plead 
ignorance. 

124. We are glad to find so favourable a mention made of Mr. Me 
Gwire who may depend upon encomragement suitable to his merit. 

125. Let all our servants at the subordinates be acquainted that their 
application and industry in the provision of so large an investment are very 
{^easing to us. 

126. The depairtment of Buxie is always filled by a gentleman of Council— 
if we thought it necessary to have a check upon that office, & none Should 
be without: how came you to imagine that Mr. Brohier was to be exempted 
from such control ? But although wc have no reason to doubt this person’s 
integrity still we must acquaint you that our orders were not complied with; 
& the surveyor’s powers as described in our plan per Warren, shall not bt 
waded [wc] on any pretence whatsoever. Wc mention it in this place because 
our service requiring hfr. Bartholomew Plaisted at Bombay, we propose 
to fix him upon that establi^ment. He is, therefore, to remove thither the 
first opportunity that offers after receipt of this letter; you are to fill this pos^ 
with a worthy and capable person. 

127. We higidy resent the weak & presun^tuous conduct of Mr. HoU’ 
well forjoiningi^ ebmoltation with the Cfommander & Officers of the Warren 
to Ineak thi^^ our orders; in his interested situation, ptudmee surely 
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hjwe dictate^ a ba^ayaoair. li wai out of Ms provSsce to meddlo 

such a subject; but if coP9<^lod by ontreaty to assist in thoso OotmciU, 
bo as a faithbil sorvaiM^ 4 touI 4 have reuouncod bis dim s^bsh projects &i 
advised obedience to the orders of Ws crajdoyers. We are not willing to re- 
ipiember past transactions, but we caution him to be more guarded in future, 
fm* peihs^s by his induence die distresses of Madras were increased & an 
unhappy commander ruined. 

128. You have bc«n informed in our letter of the 6th of Feb: last 
that we sent in the Royal Duke about 50 recruits for our own forces in Benga] 
<& at the same time you were acquainted we had given permission to the Gov- 
emeu- of St. Helena to take out as many of them-as could be prevailed on to 
stayat that Island. Those who do not stay there will proceed on to you ac¬ 
cording to our first intentions mid will be the only recruits you will receive this 
season, & indeed had not His Majesty been graciously pleased to order a large 
Military reinforcement to proceed to India this season, yours as well as the 
presidencies of Fort St. George & Bombay, would have been unavoidably 
supplied by the Company in a very short degree, for so long as the demand for 
the national service subsists, it has been & will be almost impossible notwith¬ 
standing our utmost efforts to raise a number of recruits nearly adequate to 
what our service requires. 

129. In raising our recruits for India we follow the Government’s practice 
as nearly as wc have power and we allow largely for head money in order to 
obtain good men. This has hitherto been our payrmaster’s province with whom 
we do not contract but settle annually the bounty we will give, taking care it is 
always considerably more than what the Government allow. We are often 
necessitated to take undersized soldiers, but if they are not always strong able 
men, we have been deceived. Your complaints upon this head are very com¬ 
mendable as it essentially concerns the safety of our settlements and we shall 
certainly take it into serious consideration. 

130. Our military have little cause to complain of their masters. We have 
for some time made it a rule to send out no new officers, although great appli¬ 
cations have been and are frequently made. Those you allude to were either 
postponed or in our judgement aggrieved, and that our servants abroad might 
not be dissatisfied, wc would not return them to the presidencies they quitted. 
We esteemed them all brave and capable officers, and if you can make good your 
assertion we diall dismiss the unworthy, but neither your animadversions or 
the remonstrances of such new men (for we have noticed their names) upon 
this slight or rather no foundation, are at all becoming. 

131. We cannot justify the conduct of those officers who resigned our ser¬ 
vice, because Cktpt. Gowin, their superior, was kept upon the Bengal establish¬ 
ment and wc have accordingly resented this behaviour upon their application 
to be readmitted, and indeed as we reject Colonel Clive we have withstood 
very strong solicitation in their favour. For all the presidencies, with respect 
to the Company are but one body, and whenever our service requires a 
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removal of ofi|cers fiorn one settlement to another rank must be pr»erved 
conformable to the dates of commissions; yet we must tell you that nothing 
but necessity could justify the disgusting so many officers, but as the Bonibay 
detachment was almost mouldered away consisting of few more men than 
forty—and your troubles in all appearance at end—where was the equity or 
good policy of detaining Gapt. Gowin, an old conunander, but a man that had 
seen little service to be placed over the heads of brave and experienced officers, 
some of whom to your own knowledge had acquitted themselves gallantly, 
& consequently merited favour, 5 your conduct therefore, in this instance, is 
very displeasing for it appears to us, that to gratify the Gentlemen of Bom- 
bay, you have made the whole corps of officers dissatisfied with our service. 
However, in our letters of last year, this evil was rectified, as we ordered the 
Bombay Commanders to their own establishment; but if this is not yet done we 
positively direct that Gapt. Gowin be returned by the very first opportunity 
to the Presidency ofBombay; nor will we in future suffer any officers oc¬ 
casionally detached to the assistance of your Presidency to be fixed at Calcutta 
without our express permission. 

133. We have several petitions before us from the officers that resigned our 
service praying to be restored and the applications of their friends have given 
us infinite trouble; however, from the respect we bear to Col. Clive our 
determinations will be postponed until his arrival. Gapt. Peter Carstairs is the 
only exception; this gentleman allowed to be a brave and gallant officer avow¬ 
ing that he was requested by Colonel Clive to keep his Commission, and Mr. 
Watts delivering us a letter affirming that he was deputed by the Colonel 
to entreat, he would continue in the service. We judge a person thus distinguish¬ 
ed should be immediately restored. He therefore embarks upon these ships,, 
and we direct that he do succeed to the command of the first Company which 
shall become vacant after his arrival in Bengal; and until such vacancy shall 
happen, he is to receive Captain’s pay to commence upon his arrival and be 
employed in such manner as you shall think proper. Upon his succeeding to 
a Company, as aforesaid, he is to take rank according to the date of the Cap¬ 
tain’s Commission formerly granted by you. 

133. Mr. Mallagan’s rude and bad behaviour to Colonel Draper justly 
forfeited him our service and your refusing him a commission has our 
approbation. 

134. Agreeable to your request for having some persons sent you skilled 
in the making of Gunpowder, two men have been engaged for that purpose 
who take their passage on the Lord Anson, as we have particularly advised you 
under the second head of this letter. 

135. His Majesty has been graciously pleased, in consequence of our ap¬ 
plication, to grant commissions for the promotion of laeutenant-Colonel Strin¬ 
ger Lawrence and Lieut. Col. Robert Clive to the rank of Colonels in the East 
Indies only-as ai^po grant a commission for our Fort S. George-Major John. 
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GaUlaod to be a Lieut. Col. in die East Indies only. Golond GUve*s 
commission was sent by the I.ord Mansfield and an authenticated War Office 
copy thereof by the Falmouth. At the same time, His Majesty was pleased to 
promote die officers of the Battalion at Fort S. George, viz. Lieut. Col. Draper 
to be a Colonel and the Msgors Brereton and Monson to be Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonels. It has been signified to us from the War Office that the several gentlemen 
so promoted rank in the following order which it is necessary you should be 
informed of in case any of them shall happen at any time to be in service at 
Bengal, Viz. Lieutenant Colonel Stringer Lawrence, Lieutenant Colonel 
Robo t Clive, Lieutenant Colonel William Draper, Colonels in the East 
Indies only. Major Cholmondeley Brereton, Major George Monson, John 
Caillaud Esqre., Lieut. Colonels in the East Indies only. 

136. The great number of forces granted by His Majesty including those o 
this year will enable us to give you a garrison of aooo Europeans during the 
War, but upon Mr. Clive’s sensible & judicious plan the forces of cur presi¬ 
dencies, at least of Madras & Bengal, will be in common aiding each other as the 
different situation of affairs may demand, under such a well concerted 
union your garrison may at times be more numerous or often no more than pru¬ 
dence may deem necessary for your protection against the natives, as happened 
when you determined upon that noble step of sending Colonel Forde to Mazuli- 
patam. How ever, thus circumstanced & cemented, you will be a security to 
each other, and in all human probability out of the reach of danger. The force 
that went abroad last year & are now destined for India, will demonstrate 
that your employers labour incessantly to strengthen & protect their settle¬ 
ments. The glorious successes at home having enabled the Government to 
grant us large succours & we must gratefully confess the Ministry’s care of this 
Company & surely the many unkind remonstrances in almost every letter 
would have spared if you had reflected properly upon our cruel and dangerous 
situation: our mercantile concerns always giving place to men and stores when 
we could possibly obtain them; ever distressed for tonnage, as we carry abroad 
for the Government seldom less than 1,000 tons annually exclusive of their 
men and baggage; the heavy demorage incurred by ships detained by acci¬ 
dent or otherwise in India, the immense expenses at Madras with very scanty 
returns; your own charges very great; those of Bombay beyond all bounds; 
our settlements on Sumatra at the same time requiring large sums to put them 
in some state of security against enemies & dangerous neighbours. If these 
considerations had been duly weighed, your injurious insinuations of being 
neglected, must have been turned into praise, that your employers could do 
k) much under such untoward circumstances. We ourselves look back with 
wonder at the difficulties we have surmounted & which with our contracted 
capital must have been impossible if the proprietors generously & without 
a murmur had not generously consented to reduce their dividend 25 per cent; 
but with all our economy & care unless our servants studiously, attend to 
essen their charges & increase our advantages, the burthen will be too 
great for us to bear much longer. 
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i$7* W« jigiree vritb you tkat tkerc must always be a respectable force 
hspt up ia Bengal to secure oar noMe & we hope improvitig acquisitions 
A to guard against the machinatioiM of our treadierous neighbours who 
have already begun to show themselves, & we are determined that the fixed 
^^arriion at Calcutta shall not be less than 1,500 Europeans (the Blacks at your 
own discnedon) dt with such a force we apprehend you will always influence 
ft govern the affairs of Bengal. 

138. Before your letters reached us we have finished our contracts for 
silver for this season & therefore had we been inclined, it was npt in our 
power to have furnished you with any quantity, but you amaze us in saying that 
your treasure will be exhausted in the year 1760 with supplies to Fort St. 
George & your subordinates, completing the Citadel & the necessary ex¬ 
penses of the settlement; this is really at present past our power to compre¬ 
hend ft should it prove a truth, your great & dazzling acquisitions will 
be the ruin of this Company for it's a striking fact, that although we have 
benefited upwards of a million sterling by the late treaty, yet not a single 
shilling of this immense sum has gone in aid to our returns & by your 
representation the whole will be buried in your citadel & the charges of 
Calcutta, for the goods for sale you have received with the bills drawn upon 
us from that period as far exceeding the returns you have made us as to 
leave a larger surplus than the supplies to Madras we imagine can amount to 
as will appear by the auditor's statement, transmitted in this packet; but by 
another account framed from your books & quick stock^^ we have the 
pleasure to be convinced that you have been grossly misled by those who 
pretended to state the situation of our finances easy in the year 1760 ;they merit 
severe reprehension from you and ourselves for their inattention & remiss¬ 
ness in so essential a matter. This account is a number in the packet for your 
observation, & here it may be necessary to apprize you our China trade 
of late greatly extended, will call for such a considerable amount in bullion 
that we may not even the next season have it in our power but with difficulty 
to send you any silver. However the arrival of your early ship will determine 
us as we shall then know how far you have^supplied Madras, because unless 
the settlement has been largely supplied we are satisfied you ought to want 
no assistance, but should you ever be under difficulties, apply in time to our 
Presidency of Bombay who generally have considerable surplus treasure. 
It is indeed our standing orders, they make you or Madras (whichever may 
want) such annual remittances, & it was formerly their merit, but by their 
last account of quick stock dated March 1759 we observe, they had upwards 
of two millions and a half of rupees without any visible call for 400,000 rupees. 

139. As from what is before observed there may be a probability of your 
wmitiAg money for your investments, the various expenses of your settlements 
ft making the necessary remittances for the like purposes to the Presidency 
Of Fort St. George, in order therefore to encourage the paying as much 
money into your ea^ as you shall carefully calculate you vrill stand in 

/ ' 
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of; wo funkr nocwiliigtaiMiinjt tiie dii^ctioiH in onr General 

letter of the 23rd of March 1759, or any former orders. 

14Q. That from the receipt of this letter the exchange be raised from 2s-3d 
to 2s-4d a C. Rupee for alt the money you shall want for the purposes be- 
forementioned & shall draw bills upon us for. 

141. That to accommodate such persons who shall want to make remit¬ 
tances to England for soppl^nng the necessities of tiwir friends & relations, 
*& such like necessary occasions, we allow you to draw pon us to the amount 

;C20>ooo at the said rate of 28-4d per rupee payable at 90 days sight, 

142. That for all monies paid in over and above the said £ 20,000 to 
whatever they amount Bills be drawn upon us at the beforementionfid rate 
of 2s-4d per current rupee to be made payable 12 months after sight but 
to carry interest at the rate of 4 per cent per anniun upon the expiration 
of the first 90 days after such bills arc presented to us for acceptance. 

143. That care be taken in drawing the said bills to distinguish therein 
•exactly the terms for all such as sh^l be granted for the £ 20,000 at 90 days 
sight and for whatever exceed the said sum of £ 20,000 at twelve months after 
sight as beforementioned. 

144. As the allowing you to draw upon us for the said £ 20,000 payable 
at 3 months sight is intended for the benefit of the settlement in general we 
shall therefore expect you will make use of this liberty in an equitable manner 
accordingly, and we must add that if any partiality is shown on the occasion 
we shall certainly resent it. 

145. The said several directions with respect to Bills of Exchange upon 
us are to continue in force until you receive our orders to the contrary. 

146. We are further to inform you that we give similar directions to our 
Presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay at the first of which the Pagoda 
is to be raised in exchange from ys-Sd to eight shillings and at Bombay the 
jupee is to be raised from 2s-5d to 2s«6d. 

147. We have considered of the claim made by Mr. George Williamson 
for the payment of a bond or interest* note in his name for the principal sum 
•of 18,700 G. rupees or thereabouts which was lost on the capture of Fort 
William & as the proofs transmitted in support of such claim seem to be satis¬ 
factory & you assured us, you are convinced the said Bond had been dis¬ 
charged before that unfortunate period, we do allow you to pay the principal 
& what interest ^all appear due thereon to the said Mr. George William¬ 
son, but previous thereto we direct that you make a careful enquiry whether 
that siun or any part thereof has not been paid off since the capture of Fort 
William & yoq arc to act accordingly. 

148. We have likewise considered of the claim made by Mr. Bartholo¬ 
mew Plaiftad for payment of the following ‘interest notes* lost in the confusion 
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at the captitte of Fort A^illiam, as menticmed in his said claim, via,, in his^ 
own name: 


One note dated 3rd Sept. 1754 for 

One do. 3 rd April 1753 
endorsed 2 yrs interest 
paid. 

One do. 9 th August 1753 \ 
endorsed 2 years interest paid/ 

One note dated 5th Feb. 1754 
in the name of Jonathan 
Ranson endorsed over to 
Barth. Plaisted & fiirther 
endorsed 1 year interest paid-Principal 



Q.Rupees d* [jkV] 
1830- 6- 

G. Rupees s. d. 

2182 -^ 2-3 

C. Rupees s. d. 

7128 - 9-6 

1141 - 1-9 


G. Rupees 1012 -*s.ll-d .3 


149. And as the loss of the said bonds is attested by Mr. William Fullerton 
& you give it as your opinion that they were not discharged or 
endorsed over to others at the capture, we therefore allow you also to pay 
the principal & what interest shall appear due thereon to Mr. Bartholomew 
Plaisted, first making the like previous enquiries as directed in the before¬ 
going paragraph with respect to Mr. Williamson, and upon proper affidavits 
being made that no part of such principal or interest has been paid. 


150. You having also given your opinion that the 3 bonds mentioned 
in the application of the Church-wardens amounting to ao,oi8 C. rupees- 
(for charity stock) lost at the said capture of Fort William were not discharged 
or endorsed over to others at the capture. We do likewise agree to the payment 
of the three said bonds with what interest shall appear due thereon, first 
making the previous enquiries and entry proof mentioned in the beforegoing 
paragraphs. 


151. We have also considered the letter & affidavit of Mrs. Sarah 
Mapletoft concerning the loss of two Bonds, one in the name of James Irwin, 
infant, dated on or about July 1755, for crs. 5084-7-9 & the other dated 
in the year 1753 or 1754 for the sum of crs. 1188-1-6 in the name of Mr. 
Robert Mapletoft, & as you assure us, you believe, that these bonds really 
existed at the time of the capture & that they were lost in the plunder cf 
Fort William, we do also adroit of their being paid off with the interest due 
thereon on making the like previous enquiry & on the like proof directed 
in the beforegoing paragraph. 

152. With respect to the application of the Accountant General of th®^ 
Mayor*s Court for the payment of the following bonds deposited in our trea¬ 
sury at Fort William by Mrs. Sophia Aratcon before the capture, viz., 

One bond dated 13 May 1753 Principal 

(in the name rf Amend Cavm for) G. rupees 17 ^- 2-3 

One do, 11 June 1753 1308 - 0-0 

One do, 15 June 1753 in the name of Jtmkyram 1771 - 2-9 


G. Rs. 5861-5-0 [nej 
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153* In tbc^first place you have not given us your opinion whether those 
bonds really existed or whether they were lost as is alleged. In the next place 
the CompMiy by their Charter of the s 6 year of his present Majesty arc 
certainly indemnified for any claims for deposits in case of the loss of the settle¬ 
ment or by fire, & lastly we totally disagree with your opinion that abstra¬ 
ctedly from other considerations supposing the Company have received 
ample restitution for all their losses, demands of this nature ought to be made 
good by them. We will not therefore admit of this claim of the Mayor’s 
Court being paid, considered under the circumstance of a deposit ; but in 
another light we think Mrs. Aratoon in equity ought to be paid if it is fully 
proved that the said bonds really existed, because in such case, the money had 
been lent to the Company & made use of by them long before the capture 
of Fort William. We do therefore in this view & on this consideration only 
agree to the payment of the principal & interest of the said bonds when vou 
have full evidence produced of the reality of their existence at the time alleged 
& of the loss of them at the capture of Fort William; & with respect to 
the interest particular care must be taken to pay no more than shall be in 
fact due. 

154. But previous to the payment of any of the before mentioned claims 
you are to make a particular enquiry, whether any allowances have bceu 
made for them out of the monies given by the Nabob for making good private 
losses & if any such are found to be paid thereon such sums are not 
to be allowed again. 

155. On payment of all the claims before mentioned on account of Bonds 
alleged to be lost, you must take sufficient and proper security to indemnify 
the Company from all demands which may be made upon them in case any 
of them shall be found again, & for the delivering up of such bonds to be 
cancelled. 

156. With respect to Mr. Hollwell’s case, we must presume the Commis¬ 
sioners for examining the estimate of losses sustained by the Europeans by 
the capture of Fort William, bad good reasons for rejecting bis demand on 
account of a French bond^* he alleges to have been possessed of and which 
was plundered with the rest of bis effects at the said capture & therefore we 
do not choose to interfere therein especially as we cannot take upon us at 
present to tay in what manner the surplus remaining of the sum granted by 
the Nabob after all the demands for losses sustained are discharged is to be 
disposed of. 

157. And this gives us the occasion to direct that the surpluses remaining 
on the sums granted by the Nabob for indemnifying Europeans, Natives 
& all other sufferers after the several demands thereon are made good be 
received into and retained in our Treasury for our future directions, & that 
you keep an exact account tbeteof & transmit the same to England for 
our information. 
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156. la answrer to t^ie aistb pori^apb of your general letter oftbe 31st 
D«®* 175®* 'we iay if you really thought k a just nneasure to allow of 15 per 
cc&t for interest on the claims of the European sufferers k is but reasonable 
that the like allowance should be made on the Armenian claims. 

139. In the packet by the Prince George we received a lett^ addressed 
to you by Mr. John Zephaniah Holwel! dated the 5tb March 1759, demanding 
payment of the sum of Grs. 39,076-i'6 with the interest due therpon as attorney 
to the Iteir of Thomas Purn^l, deceased for 4 bonds or interest notes in the 
name of that gentleman. In the same letter he also demands payment as 
trustee of Robert Massey deceased of 10,000 crupeas[rw]. with interest thereon 
for a bond or interest note in his Mr. Holwell’s name all whidi be sets forth 
to have been lost at the capture of Fort William, but as you have not in your 
-general letter taken any notice of the said claims and as your Consultation 
reach but to the 3rd of March & nothing appears in support thereof more 
than what is alleged therein hy Mr. Holwell, we must therefore wait for your 
examination into & opinion on these cases before we can give any directions 
thereon, 

160. By a comparative view of your charges general by the books ending 
April 1755 vdth diosc ending April 1758, in the imperfect manner they have 
been sent to us there appears an increase of rupees 9,12,443-9-5 of which rupees 
5,24,644-13-3 arises upon charges military, the particulars whereof cannot 
be examined for want of the military paymaster’s acets. being sent home as 
directed in March 1758, whereas the muster rolls only are as yet transmitted. 
As this is a very laige transaction it is highly necessary we should have all 
the books & accounts relative thereto properly stated for our information 
& therefore we hope you will not fail to send them by the first opportunity. 

161. An increase of rupees 45,752-6-6 likewise arises upon the charge 
diet and allowances occasioned by the covenant Servants having greater 
allowances made them than in the year 1755. We observe that the article 
of House-rent in your charges general exceeds the allowances granted in our 
letter 3rd March 1758, & therefore direct that order to be punctually com¬ 
plied with, & that ^1 surpluses be repaid into our Treasury by the respective 
persons who have received them. 

162. In your books ending April 1758, a head is opened for dtarges 
works as well as that styled charges fortification, when they appear relative 
to the same purpose j & especially as charges fortification includes advances 
to the committee of works & other persons which advances instead 
of being placed under tliis general bead, ought to have been placed to a 
separate account of the Committee, that the disposal thereof m^;ht appear 
which cannot he discovered as the books are now stated. This must be re» 
ctifi^ in future. 

163. Notwithstanding the usual heads of charges are brought upon 
your books foom^yhence these observations arc collected, yet entire dependence 
•Cannot be had those charges, because the particular accounts thereof 
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are not cloaed, >vhich have been done separately^ thondh the Bodca 
had not been balanced* 

164. 'tht accounts of the subordinate factories*' not being inserted in 
tbeboniES is another material omission as diereby the statement of the 
hfabob*S accoimt which you transmitted, is mentioned in the 8oth paragraph 
of your goieral letter 31st Dec. 1758, is almost unintelligible, by reason of 
there not appearing on the books sufficient heads edf accounts to confirm 
that statement. 

165. This imperfect state of your general books & your neglecting to 
send us the Books of the subordinate l^actories has at this time, been, a more 
than common disappointment to us, for by this means the enquiry we were 
desirous of making into the several sums received & paid to the close of the 
books in April 1758, on account of the Treaty with Jaffier Ally Cawn have 
been attended with a to-tal uncertainty. However, from' our auditor's exa¬ 
mination therein the following observations have resulted which it is neccs* 
sary you should attentively consider. 

166. We find by your consultations of the i8th July 1758 that three 
heads of account are ordered to be brought on your books, viz. Capture 
of Calcutta, Contract with the Army & Navy & European Inhabitants 
which order we suppose related to the books now sent as those heads of account 
are brought thereon. 

167. And as we might reasonably expect to find the Nabob’s statement 
explained by the heads you had made, choice of so far as they related, re¬ 
course was had thereto, but instead of obtaining the necessary satisfaction, 
this matter remains very doubtful and obscure, more especially as you have 
brought under the same head receipts from the Nabob Suraja Doula, as well 
as those from the Nabob JajQSer Ally Cawn, which transactions ought to 
have been kept distinct from each other. 

168. If the transactions with the different Nabobs had been brought on 
your books in a regular manner, you would then have had three accounts 
one for the capture of Calcutta, another for the Nabob Suraja Doula, and 
the third for the Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn. In this manner the capture of 
Calcutta would have stood debited, with the several articles now charged 
to it amounting to rupees 2,25,844-12-9 except the article of Rs. 10,215-13 
in April 1758, (for an error in the former month’s treasury account) which 
appeal's relative to the Nabob Jaffier Afly Cawn, & the credit of Rs. 3,789-3-6 
would have properly appeared under the head of Capture of Calcutta, as 
it now stands. 

i6g. With respect to the Nabob Sur^ Doula, whatever restitution was 
made by lum is impossible to be discovered by your books becmise in June 
1757, you credit Cossimbuzar fiictory Rs. 5,586,35-7-6 for money received from 
thtsnce (wh. money came from this Nabob) & in July 1757, you credit 
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Capture of Calcutta, Rs. 1,43,803 for goods received from him, but vdietfaer 
these credits arose from restitution to be made by Suraja Doulet or were only 
returns of what had been taken away cannot be discovered for want of having 
stated a separate account of the losses by him. The credits of Rs. 72,48&'5-6 
and Rs. 13,508-10-9 given the head of Capture of Calcutta in April 1758, 
seem likewise to belong to Suraja Doulet’s account. 

170. The other credits given the head of Capture of Calcutta should 
have been brought to the credit of the present Nabob, as they appear to relate 
to the Company’s proportion of the restitution to be made under his treaty, 
but are left very imperfect in many material instances, particularly in the 
three first receipts from Muxadavad in August, Sept, and October 1757, 
no mention being made from what sums remitted by the Nabob those 
proportions are taken. 

171. But as your statement acknowledges the receipt of three sums on 
which they seem to be drawn the whole of the Nabob’s payments should 
either have been brought on your books, or at least mentioned in them, and 
the distribution thereof properly explained. But though this has been omitted 
we hope that you have taken care to have receipts and discharges in the fullest 
manner for every sum paid or delivered out of the treasury, to the Agents 
or Commissioners of all the parties concerned in the restitution, as also for 
the Nabob’s donation to the Army and Navy—that the Company may stand 
secure from any future claim therein. 

172. In the statement there is a sum of S. Rs. 1,54,978-11 said to be for 
various kinds of rupees dispatched by Mr. Manningham though by your general 
books Nov. 1757 the same appear to consist of Sunt. Rupees 150,000 & 
4978-12-. Cloth given to the Nabob’s officers, & which by your consultations 
Oct. 1757 is mentioned as a reduction of the original invoice of cloth sent by 
the Nabob, but whatever reasons there might be for replacing this cloth to the 
Nabob’s credit none appear why the whole amount should be deducted from 
the Company’s proportion of the S. Rupees 1,54,970-12 as is done in your 
general books above mentioned where the Army & Navy and European 
sufierers are credited for the full proportions thereof. This therefore requires 
explanation, for if the cloth was a present expedient to be made to the 
Nabob’s officers, the several funds ought to have their respective deductions. 

173. From the Company’s proportion of the above S. Rupees 1,54,978-12 
with Batta thereon, your general books have another deduction Crs. 22,800 
said to be accoimted for by Mr. Manningham, but for want of the subordinate’s 
accounts this article remains wholly unintelligible. 

174. The loss arising on jewels, as mentioned in the 75th paragraph 
of your general letter of the 31st Dec. 1758, cannot be understood here, as no 
account of sales, excq>t one to the amount of rupees 1,444 are entered in 
your consultations (tl^ugh you advise they were ) and as no inference can 
be drawn betweeuy^bS amount of sales by your books & treasury accounts to 
Feb. 1759 acknowledged in currmt rupees & the value by the Muxadavad 
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tnvoioe bdbg siccas. For if batta be added thereto at 11 per cent as in the cloth 
-stated in August 1756, the loss would amount to Rs. i,35,07i-i3>9 instead 
the 96,649-6 mentioned in your letter. If this should prove to be the case we 
trust you have properly debited the several funds for their proportions of the 
•difference. 

175. The omission of your subordinates* accounts in your general books 
has occasioned another difficulty with respect to the balance of the Nabob's 
first moiety (S. Rs. 3,55,366-10-10) acknowledged by the statement to be 
received in Jan, 1758, prior to the close of your books, yet no such sum appears 
therein. 

176. We are also at a loss to account for the commission of 5 per cent to 
Roydullab, which is deducted from the Company's proportion of the three 
first sums received from the Nabob and likewise for commission of about 
4 per cent on the two hrst payments of the second moiety, as no stipulation is 
made in the treaty for any such commission and as you have given us no 
information of the propriety thereof, but if the same became expedient to be 
allowed on the part of the Company, it must be equally so with respect to 
all the parties concerned. You will, therefore, explain to us the reason of this 
Commission & inform us whether the same was a charge upon the other 
funds. 

177. As we observe that various disputes have arisen with respect to the 
claims of the natives and Armenians as your books & treasury accounts make 
no mention of their proportions until July 1758 wh. was near a year after the 
for [?.] greatest part of the Nabob’s first moiety was received, we cannot 
comprehend in whose hands so large a sum of money lay during that time 
or even to the departure of your advices in Feb: 1759 when a sum of C Rs. 
6,000 only appears to be advanced the Armenians, though we do not find 
that their claims were at this time adjusted. We cannot but think it a very 
great neglect that in a matter of such a nature you should have omitted to in. 
form us where the proportions of the natives & Armenians were lodged. 

176. The statement mentions In July 1758 a receipt of S. Rupees 150,000 
for the Nabob’s balance of the Patna* expedition; but as no account has been 
transmitted to us whereby the whole expenses of the expedition might appear, 
as also the sums paid by the Nabob in discharge of the same you will not fail 
to give us the fullest satisfaction therein. 

179. As the treaty with the Nabob is a matter of so great importance 
& affected not only the Company but the various persons under their pro¬ 
tection, we have reason to complain of your not having sent us a distinct 
account of the receipts & distribution of all the sums paid in consequence 
of the Treaty & also on the Nabob’s donation to the Army & Navy even 
to the time of your last dispatches; the more especially as you must be sensible 
that in a case of such concern we could not but be very solicitous of having 
the most early as well as the most particular information. 





180. Aff0ii wiU<kiul»tle 98 beOMUed by iiietimeyouT0etti'V«tHls|>Adcet 
to make a dear statoneat of the Nabob*s restitiitiany vm expect y«u wittiyiihe 
this matter into consideratKm & transmit us an sMMXraitt tbeveof in sO fhtl 
a maomer that we may easily discover how for the Treaty hm been completed 
with respect to all the Parties concerned as well as the Company^ at the 
same time taking care to rectify all omissions here observed & to charge the 
re^>ective hinds witih all the expenses of collecting the money & whatever 
tosses may have accrued. 

181. We have further to add in relation to your general books that whenever 
any bills are remitted to or received from one Presidency to another, the 
specie of the Country is to be mentioned therein, as otherwise it is difficult 
to ascertain their connection. Of this difficulty two instances arise in the bills 
you granted on Fort St. Geroge in 1757 to Messrs. Powney and BaUlie. 

182. Your transactions with other Presidencies should likewise mention 
the date of each invoice & their separate amount in the specie of the country 
from whence they are consigned. And as we have already given directions to 
our other presidencies to transmit accounts current from time to time to the 
Presidencies with whom they are concerned in order that the separate books 
may be compared with each other, we direct that you practice the Same in 
future & at the close of each set of Books explain the differences of your 
balances from theirs. The same is likewise to be done for your subordinates 
whenever such differences happen, but which will be very rare as you will 
have it in your power to correct their books before your own are closed. 


Eighthly, Concerning the Charter 

183. By the ships of the two last seasons we have sent you copies of a 
great number of books & papers to supply the place of those which were 
lost on the Capture of Fort William amongst which were copies of the regis¬ 
ters of the Mayor’s Court from the year 1750 & of the wills proved therein 
for the same years; we now also send you by the ships Lord Anson and 
Prince Edward copies of the like books for two years preceding, viz. for 1749 
and 1750. 


Ninthly of His Majesty’s Squadron & Landforccs 


184. In our letter of the 15th Feb: we informed you that His Majesty 
had been most gramously pleased to order the following ships to proceed to> 
the East Indies to reinforce the Squadron under the command of Admiral 
Pocock, viz. 


The Norfolk of 

Guns 

74 

Panther 

64 

America 

64 

Medway 

60 


98 

9 c Sonm S£ea Castle 
^toreship 

} 


Caq>t. Parker 
.. Affieck 
.. Haldane 
.. linker 
Kixigbt 

.. Nowsome. 
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185. The two first named left England on the 6th, of January Sc the 
others on the 7th. ult:— together with Company’s ships Caernarvon, Princess 
Augusta, Warwick, Norfolk, Duke of Hichmond, Lord Mamsfield and Plymouth 
imder their convoy. 

186. You were informed in our beforcmentioned letter of the i$th, 
Feb: that 2,000 men of His Majesty’s Land Forces proceed to the East Indies 
this season for the assistance of the Company to be embarked at 3 different 
periods. The first on the ships bound to Fort St. George, the second on the 
ships now imder dispatch for Bengal, Sc the last embarkation on the Bombay 
ships. 

187. The number of the first embarkation consists of about 640 men 
one half whereof are intended to complete the Battallion upon the coast of 
Choromandel & the other half of that in Bengal commanded by Lieutoiant 
Colonel Coote. This last half you were acquainted might be detained at Fort 
St. George if the service at that Presidency required; otherways they were to 
be forwarded to Bengal. You were also acquainted that upon the arrival 
of the said reinforcement it is to be in all respects upon the same footing 
as to additional pay and allowances with the officers & soldiers now under 
the command of Lieut. Col, Coote agreeable to the directions given Inst 
season relating to that Battalion observing however that as there are no 
field-officers in the said reinforcement, no additional expense is to be incur¬ 
red on that account. 

188. The President & Council of Fort St. George have advised us 
by the Warren that part of Golonct Coote’s battallion was arrived there & 
they were in expectation of a fiirdker part, that as the situation of affairs in 
Bengal did not immediately require an additional fmrce, whereas such force 
would be greatly advantageous on the Coast of Choromandel, they bad come 
to a resolution to detain all the reinforcements which iffiould arrive imtil they 
receive an ^wer from you to what they had Writ on that subject, with 
your opinion upon the measures most proper to be taken for the general good'. 
This will make no alteration with respect to ffie allowances to Col. Coote’s 
battallion & the beforementioned recruits for it, the President & Council 
of Fort St. George being apprized thereof, consequently if it is «nployed at 
Fort St. George they will be made good there on its arrival in Bengal then 
the directions you have already had are to take place. 

i8p. It is necessary here to repeat what we said in our letter of the 15th 
Feb. that although the King’s troops are or shall be at different settlements 
yet it is ftis Majesty’s intention they should be employed wherever their 
service may be wanted. The necessary steps must therefore be taken and 
measures conceited & pursued for carrying the same into execution in the 
most eftbctuid manner, more particularly by the Select Committees at youra 
Sc our other Presidencies. 

I go. The beforementioned G40 m^ vdiich went out in the ships bound 
to Fort St. George together with about the same number now proceedii^ m 
7 
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the ships under dispatch for fiengai as hereafter mentioned, are all that we 
could possibly contrive to send to your side of India, the remainder of the 
2,000 men amounting to about yao (of whom about 1035 are Highlanders) 
as hereafter mentioned, the others will be part of a corps which at present 
we arc not informed of must therefore necessarily be sent on the Bombay ships 
although at present there does not appear to us any real occasion for them on 
that coast. We shall therefore direct our own President & Council of Bom¬ 
bay to forward all or as many of them as can be spared from thence either 
to the Ghoromandel Coast or to Bengal at either of which they may be the 
most useful by the first conveyances. But as this will in great measure depend 
upon yours & the Fort St. George representation of circumstances, we shall 
depend therefore upon you & our Presidency of Fort St. George for sending 
such informations & making such requisitions as well to St of His Majesty’s 
officers at the Presidency of Bombay as may be necessary for having all or 
the greatest part of the said Bombay Corps brought accordingly to the 
place or places where they are most wanted. 

19r. The detachment of his Majesty’s troops now proceeding to Bengal 
embarks on the ships Prince Edward, Latham, Lord Anson, Sandwich & 
Admiral Watson, & consists of about 575 men, officers included—being 5 
companies of a new raised battallion of Scotts Highlanders commanded 
by Lieut. Col. Stuart Long Morris & the Majors George Scott and Hec¬ 
tor Monro. As it was impossible to find a passage for the whole battallion 
to proceed directly to Bengal the remaining 4 Companies will go on the 
Bombay ships making with the Officers about 460 men. Major George Scott 
takes his passage in the Prince Edward, & in the absence of the Lieut. Col. 
will have the command of the first named five Companies, the other 4 Com¬ 
panies as before observed, being [«r] to proceed to Bombay, Lieut. Col. 
Morris and Major Monro go with them on the ships bound to that Presidency. 

iga. We shall desire when the troops are ready to be shipped two gen¬ 
tlemen of our Coast to proceed to Portsmouth & superintend the embar¬ 
kation of the said detachment who will give you an account of the number 
of men on each ship, & whatever else they may think necessary on the 
occasion. 

193. You will observe by the several commanders instructions of the 
ships on which the said corps takes its passage, that we have in the stron¬ 
gest manner enjoined them to behave well to the officers and private men, 
& as we are determined highly to resent any ill-usage they may meet with 
you must make a strict enquiry in this respect into the conduct and beha¬ 
viour of each of them on their arrival & give us an exact & faithful ac¬ 
count thereof by the first conveyances. The surgeons of the said ships having 
directions to attend upon & take all proper care][of the said officers & 
private men during their passage. If you find they have doneftheir duty you 
are to pay ihpxt the same head money as is usually allowed for our own 
jecruits. f 
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194. .^preeable to what we did on Colonel Draper’s & lieut. Col. 
Goote’s battalUon proceeding to India, we now pay here the commanders 
of our said several ships on which this detachment takes passage for diet¬ 
ing at their respective tables the sum of fifty pounds for Major Scott & 
for all the other Commission Officers thirty pounds each. We also pay 
here to the owners of all the said ships (excq>t the Admiral Watson which 
is our own) ten pounds a head for the diet & acconunodation for all the 
officers & private men and have also laid in some brandy on every 
ship to be duly distributed among them in proper quantities from time to 
time as may best tend to their relief and refreshment. As to the Admiral 
Watson provisions & necessaries are laid in on the Company’s Account 
& the Commander is satisfied for the officers’ dieting at his table. 

195. We shall in like manner pay here the same sums for the officers, 
non-commissioned officers & private men of that part of the battallion 
proceeding to Bombay & ^50 each for Colonel Morris and Major Monro. 

196. As the Commanding Officers of this Corps will be at some extra¬ 
ordinary charges for house-rent & the expense of their tables when in India, 
we have to put them on the same footing with the Commanding Officers 
of the King’s troops already in India. We have agreed to allow to Lieut. 
Col. Morris ,£'400 a year, to Major Scott £200 a year and to Major Monro 
£200 a year to defray the expense of house-rent & entertaining their Offi¬ 
cers at such times as they shall think fit, which said allowances are to com¬ 
mence upon the arrival of those gentlemen respectively in Bengal or wher¬ 
ever else they shall enter into service & be continued during their being 
in His Majesty’s service in India & are to be in consideration of all expenses 
whatsoever excepting Batta & in the field. 

197. It being our intention that this battallion shall be in all respects 
upon the same footing as to additional pay & allowances with that on the 
Choromandel Coast, the battallion commanded by Lieut. Col. Coote, you arc 
therefore referred to the directions we gave you when the last named Bat¬ 
tallion went out which are fully sufficient for your guidance & are accor¬ 
dingly to be observed & followed with respect to this Battallion. 

ig8. As it is intended by his Mgjesty that this battallion (as well as his 
Majesty’s other forces) should serve the Company in the most effectual man¬ 
ner, we are assured that the commanding officers will have instructions 
& directions accordingly & we make no doubt they will avoid all al¬ 
terations & embrace every opportunity of pursuing their instructions with 
cheerfulness and alacrity for the good of the service in general. And on your 
part we expect & direct that you take the utmost care to cultivate & pre¬ 
serve a good harmony & agreement between his Majesty’s Troops & the 
. Company’?; you are to carry it,with great civility to the commanding offi- 
cei s & treat all the officers in a gentlemanlike & friendly manner, & 
in general your behaviour is to be such as will best contribute to engage them 
readily & willingly to cooperate with you in every measure for the common, 
benefit of the Service. 



50 


USTTER VROM OOITRT 


Supplement 

igg. We being informed that the allowance of Six Rupees per day to 
OUT Master Attendant, when on service in dispatch of our Europe ships, 
is insufficient & does not reimburse him his expense, we direct that you 
increase the same when upon this service to such, an extent as you judge 
equitable. 

200. The Mugga Silk marked MRS will not do at any price, & even 
if it would answer in quality it cannot be imported, for it is seizable by law 
as thrown silk, nor will the Putny Novr. Bund marked PNB in the condi¬ 
tion it now is answer, but if it could be wound on a larger reel & the respec¬ 
tive sizes separated in different bales as is done in the Bengal Silk, it may. 

201. Upon taking into consideration the recommendation of Mr. 
McGuire in your letter of the 5 th March, 1759, as well as his former good 
services, as also that Gapt. Fenwick has been a very old servant of the 
Company’s, we do direct notwithstanding, what was said in our letter of the 
23rd Nov. last, that those gentlemen do not refund the sums you paid them 
for their allowances during their absence from Bengal, but if they have made 
such refunds before your receipt of this letter in such case the same are to be 
repaid to them. 

aoQ. Considering also the good services ‘and sufferings of Mr. Wm 
Ellis, we do direct that he likewise be paid the amount of his salary & al¬ 
lowances from the time of his departure from Bengal to his return thither 
again. 

203. The beforegoing indulgences are by no means to be drawn into 
a precedent & we do here repeat & enforce what we said in our said 
letter of the 23rd of Nov. That unless very good reasons are, assigned, we will 
in future allow, neither rank or standing to our Civil or Military Servants 
who leave their stations with a view of returning again, altho’ they have 
your permission for so doing. And we further direct that when any of oar 
Civil or Military Officers apply for leave to return to England you inform them 
of our said resolution. 

204. Having received a good character of Mr. Clement Crooke, who 
we are informed, has been some time employed by you as an assistant sur¬ 
geon, we recommend him to succeed to any vacancy which may happen 
as surgeon on our Bengal Establishment by the death or resignation of Mes¬ 
srs. Gray or Fullerton, provided you approve of him after those who have 
been already appointed to succeed (if any such there are) shall be pro¬ 
vided for. 

205. In addition to the Cadebi for our forces on the Bengal Establish¬ 
ment mentioned in our letters of the 23rd. of Nov. last, the 7th of Dec. & 
6th of Feb. following, we have appointed Hugh Me Kie, Francis HoMre, Wil¬ 
liam Drought/John Spunner & Philip Hamilton, who are to rank & 
be preferrea according to their behaviour in the order they are named xtext 
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after those mentioned in our said letters. Me Kie and Howe take passage 
on the Lord Anson, Drought on the Prince Edward, Spunner & Hamilton 
on the Latham. 

ao6. Hugh Me Kie is to have liberty of proceeding to Bombay, if his 
father Capt. Hugh Me Kie is gone to that Presidency. 

207. It will be very useful to us to be informed from time to time of 
the names & rank of our military ojBBcers. Wc therefore direct that you 
do annually transmit to us in duplicate an exact list of all the officers on your 
establishment inserting their names therein according to their rank toge¬ 
ther with dates of their commissions from the times of their first entering into 
the service to the day the said list shall be dated, as also such remarks as you 
may think necessary by way of explanation to clear up any difficulties which 
may occur in forming them. 

208. The public papers have lately had an article importing, that 
they write from Paris that the Comte d’Artois, Le Berrgen, & La Diligente 
Frigate were to sail the first fair wind from L’Orient for Asia & were to 
be joined by five or six other ships from different ports on the coast; and 
by private intelligence we further hear that the regiment De Gambyse one 
of the oldest & most complete battallions in France was embarking on the 
said ships with the utmost expedition in hopes of reaching India before 
our Troops could arrive. 

209. We flatter ourselves notwithstanding the expedition the French are 
using in fittii^ out this armament, that not only the first embarkation of 
our Troops will reach India before the Enemy but likewise the second which 
are now proceeding on the Bengal ships, and that his Majesty’s ships will 
have also joined Mr. Pocock so that we, are not in pain on account of this 
further effort of the enemy. 

* 

210. The public papers have likewise an article dated frrnn Paris the 

21st March, 1760, advising that the'Subtile frigate arrived at Port L’ Orient 
the tfith of that month from the Coast of Ghoromandel & brought letters 
importing, that the Squadrons under the command of Mr. D’ Ache^’ & 
Admiral Pocock had an engagement on the 10th df Sept. & parted without 
any decisive advantage on either side, that Mr. D’Ache had landed some 
troops and stores at Pondicherry from whence he sailed on the 1st of Octo¬ 
ber & returned to the Isle of France with all his ships. 'Phe same letters 
add that there had been a sharp engagement between the English ft French 
ft>rces near Arcot in which the latter had the advantage ft remained masters 
of the field. We hope as this is entirely a French account & as some pri¬ 
vet*' Utters speak kl tanh*, Itspeciidly with rdfaitl to llte Sea 
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engagement that when we receive advices from Fort St. George it wiU 
appear we have had considerably the advantage. 

We are, 

Your loving Friends, 

P. Godfrey/J, Boyd/G. Gutts/H. Crabb- 
Boulton/Fitz Wm. Barrington/J. Harrison/ 
R. Seward/Geo. Dudley/S. Harrison/G. 
Gough/Thos. Waters/G. Stevens /W. Thorn- 
ton/H. Hadley/Fred. Pigou/R. Smith/ 
Bourchier Walton/John Browne/G. Rooke/ 
Christr. Baron/R, Gildart. 

Postscript 

an. Since signing the beforegoing, the annual Election of Directors 
has been made & Gommittee appointed for the various branches of the 
Gompany’s Affairs one of which is the Gommittee of Secrecy & is composed 
of the following gentlemen, viz Laurence Sullivan Esqr. the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors for the ensuing year, Thomas Rous Esqr. Deputy Chair¬ 
man, John Boyd, Christo. Burrow, & Peter Godfrey Esqrs. Three of whom 
are a quorum. All instructions, orders & directions, therefore, which this 
committee or the Secret Committee for the time being shall at any time 
think proper to send must be duly observed and complied with by each & 
every person or persons to whom they are directed. 

We are. 

Your loving Friends*, 

G. Steevens/C.Gough/H. Savage/J. Dorrien/J. 
Browne/F. Pigou/G. Amyand/R. Smith/B. Wal- 
ton/H. Hadley/R. Wamer/Hy. Grabb Boul- 
ton/G. Cutts/T. Waters/T. Tullie/Lau. Suli- 
van/T. Rous/P. Godfrey/J. Boyd/J. Raymond/ 
J. Harrfaon/Ghristo. Burrow/G. Rooke. 


London 

3rd April, 1760. 


London 

1st April, 1760. 
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LETTER DATED 5 NOVEMBER 1760 

Death of King George II and accession of George III 
Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


[1] By this conveyance in his Majesty’s Ship Seahorse by the Way of 
Bencoolen we take the opportunity of informing you, that it having pleased 

Thona* Row tvm «lect«4 Cawlnwa and Df Obthmtntmp. Tb« oopfin hat 
■tfandiiptbeonier/nmidithe ObacMn liinad. 
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AlmightyiGod to call to his mercy, our late Sovereign Lord King George 
the second of blessed memory, who deceased suddenly on the 25th of last 
Month; orders were immediately given for proclaiming his present Majesty 
George the Third by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith & so forth, which was accordingly 
performed with the usual solemnities the next day in the Cities of London 
and Westminster amidst the universal acclamations of his Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects. Orders are also given for making the like proclamation in all parts 
of his Majesty’s Kingdoms and Dominions which has been accordingly done 
In all places where notice of this event has reached. 

[2] On the 29th of last month the Right Hon’ble Mr. Secretary Pitt 
transmitted to us some printed copies of the proclamations for proclaiming 
his Royal Majesty King George the Third & signified to us in a letter dated 
that day, that we do cause like proclamation to be forthwith proclaimed 
and published in the several Governments within the Company’s jurisdiction 
in the East Indies with the solemnities & ceremonies usual and accustom¬ 
ed on such an occasion, & for our information enclosed a draught of the Form 
of the Proclamation to be used. A copy of Mr. Secretary Pitt’s letter, as 
also the said form accompanies this, for your better guidance. 

[3] You are, therefore, immediately on receipt hereof to cause his Majesty 
King George the Third to be proclaimed at Fort William and its dependen¬ 
cies with all the due solemnities and expressions of Loyalty and Duty becoming 
so important an occasion. 

[4] By this conveyance the like directions are given to our Presidencies 
of Fort St. George and Bombay, as they may probably reach them before 
any of our ships arrive there from England. 

[5J But lest the packets for those presidencies should miscarry, you arc 
to send to them Copies of this our letter to you by any other conveyances 
which offer, together with copies of Mr. Secretary Pitt’s letter, some of the 
printed proclamations and the beforementioned form, and acquaint the Gov¬ 
ernors and Councils of our several presidencies, that they do proclaim his 
Majesty in like manner as you are directed. 

We are. 

Your loving friends*, 

J. Harrison/G. Steevens/J. Browne/F. Pigou/ 

C. Gough/T. Waters/H. Crabb Boulton/J. 

Dorrien/R. Smith/R. Warner/Hen. Hadley/G. 

Dudley/T. Tullie/H. Savage/B. Walton/G. 
London Rooke/L. Sulivan/T. Rous/P. Godfrey/ 

5th November, 1760. >C. Burrow/G. Gutts. 

*l.aui«aoe StJivM and Thonai Rah* wei« elected Ofaainaaa and Dy Chairman ntp. The has 

mined u]> me'Alder In nrhich the Dmetote ntned. 
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LETTER DATED 31 DECEMBER 1760 

Composition of new Secret Committee of Directors—creation of Fort Marlborough 
as an independent Presidemy—members of Council of Supercargoes in China-—goods 
for Company's settlements in the East—instructions about charterparty terms — ins¬ 
tructions regarding China trade—shipping news—arrangements for astronormal 
observaHons—composition of Madras Council—observations on fortification of Ced- 
cuttor—financial provision for investment—satisfaction over defeat of the French on 
the Coromandel Coast—regulation ofprivate trade by commanders of ships. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. We wrote to you the ist with a postscript of the 3rd of April last 
and his Majesty’s Ship Chatham carried a letter from our Secretary of the 30tJi 
May following with some instructions for making observations on the transit 
of Venus over the Sun on the 6th of June next. His Majestys’ ship Seahorse 
also carried our directions under the 5th of Nov. last by the way of Fort 
Marlbro’, for your proclamation of his present most gracious Majesty King 
George the Third, duplicate whereof you will receive herewith. 

2. Since the date of our above-mentioned letter, it has pleased God to 
favour us with the safe return of 18 ships with the Diligent & Prince 
Henry Packets, 16 of them & the last named packet came from St. Helena 
under the convoy of his Majesty’s ship Yarmouth—whereon Admiral Pocock 
returned from his command in the East Indies—also of the Colchester & 
Rippon ships of War which went from hence on that service; for further 
particulars as to the arrival & departure of our shipping in general since 
the last advices, we refer you to the accompanying list. 

3. By such of the said ships as w«re dispatched directly from your presi¬ 
dency, we received your several letters of the 22nd Oct. : 29th Dec., : 
1759, the ist, 21st & 24th Jan : the 3rd Feb. and 3rd March 1760 with one 
from the Select Committee of the said 29th Dec ; & a letter of the 7th 
March last from the then President addressed to the Secret Committee. 

4. This b dbpatdaed to you by the way of Fort St. George by the ship 
. Hawke appointed to depart before the otho: ships for the Coast & Bay for 

conveying to our three presidencies some timely & general informations 
& directions for the conduct of our afrairs. We shall, therefore, defer 
our particular observations on your bdbrementioned letters until the depar¬ 
ture of the other Ships for the coast & bay. 


5. The <Q<«^emen who compose the Secret Gomnuttee thb seaaon, 
are, Laur^c^ Sulivan Esqre. the present Chairman df the Court of Direc- 
ton, Thoifr^ RoUs Ssqr. deputy chajin^ J 9 hxt JhYd, CMstopher 
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Burrow & Peter Godfrey Esqrs. three of whom are a quorum.—All ins- 
Uuctioos, Orders and directions the said Committee or the Committee for 
tiie time being shall at any time give, must be duly observed and complied 
with by each person or persons to whom they are directed. 

6. Being fully satisfied that the erecting Fort Malbro’ into an Indepen¬ 
dent Presidency will be the means of rendering our settlements upon the West 
Coast of Sumatra of great advantage & utility to the Company, we have 
accordingly come to a determination upon this measure & are preparing 
every thing necessary for effectually carrying the same into execution. 
Therefore the dependency of the said settlements upon Fort St. George 
is from this time forward to cease & determine, & we have placed Fort 
Marlborough & its dependencies under the direction & management of 
a Governor, & President & Council in the same manner & with as full 
powers and authority as the rest of our Presidencies. Courts of Justice will 
also be settled there as at Fort St. George, Bengal & Bombay, a charter 
for which purpose is now preparing & will be sent by the ships bound 
thither. 


7. Upon this occasion we expect & require that you promote to the 
utmost of your power every measure which may contribute to make it answer 
our intentions, by supplying it with goods. Stores, necessaries, men, vessels 
& indeed whatever the Governor & Council there may apply to you 
for, or stand in need of from time to time, in the same manner as you have & 
would usually do with respect to any other of our Presidencies, observing 
that Fort Marlborough will in this infant state require your most careful 
attention, not only in the particulars beforementioned, but also by your assis¬ 
tance on all necessary & proper occzisions. 


8. The Governor or President & Council of our said Presidency at 
Fort Marlborough are as follows, viz. 

Roger Carter Esqr. President & Governor 


Rich. Wyatt 
Joseph Darvall 
Wm. Norris 
Rich. Preston 
Robt. Hay 
Alex. Hall 
Hen. IdeU 
Christo. Wattson 




of Council 


g. A Select Committee is also appointed for transacting affairs of a 
secret nature which consists of the following named persons, viz. President 
Garter, Mr. Ridtard Wyatt and Mr. Joseph Darvall—but in case of the 
absence of the two last named gentlemen as the Committee is always to 
cbhsist of three posons, their places are to be filled by the next members of 
the Council according to their rank. 


io.‘ You are accordingly to keep a regular correspondence with the said 
President aiul Cottncil & Select Committee in theif several departaients as 
«l qpgorlHPititB offer. 
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11. You were last year fully informed of our intentions for reserving the 
trade in Opium to the West Coast, entirely in our own hands & continuing 
in the same sentiments, we expect you have conformed thereto, & direct 
that you do from time to time supply the demands of the President & Coun¬ 
cil of Fort Marlborough for this article in the best and cheapest manner. 

12. These general directions with respect to our said Presidency of Fort 
Marlborough may be sufficient for your present information, whatever may 
be further necessary will be communicated in our future advices. 

13. The set of supra cargoes appointed to manage our affairs in China 
for the ships which will be there in the year 1761, are formed into a council in 
the following rank and order, viz., 


Mr. Henry Palmer 

Chief 

Mr. Samuel Blount 

Second 

Mr. George Manderville 

Third 

Mr. Hillary Torriano 

Fourth 

Mr. Nathaniel Garland 

Fifth 

Mr. William Mackenzie 

Sixth 

Mr. Francis Kinnersley 

Seventh 

Mr. Fiancis Wood 

Eighth 

Mr. Thomas Sandys 

Ninth 

Mr. Thomas Smyth 

Tenth 

Mr. William Rous & 

Eleventh 

Mr. Robert White 

Twelfth 


14. Messrs. Blount, Kinnersley and Wood are already in China, the other 
supra-cargoes are to proceed thither in the following manner, viz., Messrs 
Palmer, Torriano and Smith on the Prince Henry. — Messrs. Manderville 
and Sandys on the Worcester; Garland and White on the Prince George; 
and Mackenzie and Rous on the Osterley. The Prince Henry goes first to St. 
Helena & the others to Fort Marlborough as you will see by the following list 
of ships. 

15. As we have found the utility of having always some supra-cargoes to 
reside at Canton, the gentlemen we have appointed residents for the year 1762 
are Messn. Blount, Garland, Kinnersley, Wood, Smith and Rous. 

16. The following is a list of the ships we have taken up this season for the 
service of the Company to which are added their consignments and die times 
when it is proposed they shall be dispatched on their respective voyages, 
viz. 

Ships Burthen Commanders Consignments, 

Hawke 499 Geo. Kent . Coast 

Prince Hen^ 499 Ghas. Hingis S. Helena & China 
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Under dispatdi 


Ships 

Burthen 

Commanders 


Consignments 

Pitt 

€00 

Joseph Jackson 


Fort S. George & 





China. 

Worcester 

499 

Richd. Hall 1 

1 


Osterley 

499 

Fred. Vincent 

}■ 

Bencoolen and China 

Pee. George 

499 

Andrew Rous J 

I 

The end of Janry. 

Plassey 

499 

James Ward *1 



Warren 

499 

Alph. Glover ' 


Coast and Bay The 

Fox 

499 

Alex. Hume 


end of Feb. 

E. of Holdemesse 

499 

R. Brooke Junr. J 



Boscawen 

499 

B. Braund 



New Ship 

499 

A. Evans 



Calcutta 

499 

Geo. Willson j 

► 

Bombay. The end of 

New Ship 

499 

P. Crichton 


March. 

New Ship 

499 

Nath. Tanner J 




17. Our own ship the Royal George whereof Capt. Nichol Skottowe 
is the commander proceeds first to China on a particular service & is then 
designed for Fort St. George; the time of her departure from England will be 
about the end of January. 

18. The Diligent & Prince Henry sloops belonging to the Company go 
to Madagascar for Slaves for the use of our Presidency of Fort Marlborough at 
wh. place they are afterwzirds to be employed by the Governor & 
Council there. 


19. The ships as beforementioned taken into the Company’s Service this 
season not being sufficient to carry all the consignments for the several settle¬ 
ments on account of the very great tonnage required for naval, victualling & 
other stores for the use of his Majesty’s ships & troops in India & yet those 
ships being rather more than are wanted for returning Cargoes, we have there¬ 
fore been under the necessity of having 3 large ships to be employed on a voya¬ 
ge to India only to be paid for the goods they carry out, which being deliveredi 
they are to be disposed of agreeable to the directions we send to those presi- 
doicies where they are Consigned to; their names, burthen & destination 
are as follows, viz.. 


Chesterfield 

Norfolk 

General Laurence 


600 Capt. \Coast & Bay 

600 James Mc.Conohie 

650 William Scott Bombay. 


30 . The mercantile part of our exports on the beforementioned ships for 
our several settlements & C h ina will consist of the following articles & quan¬ 
tities as nearly as we can at present form a judgment, viz.. 

For the Presidency of Fort St. George 
398 bales of dolh~-i5 bales of Longells. 

16 bdes of Ganbletk ft hllq)eenB. 
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300 tons of Copper— ^40 tons of lead. 

40 tons of Iron—1| tons of Steel. 

For the Presidency of Fort William 

1609 bales of cloth—250 bales of Longells. 

1000 pieces of ditto of yard & half wide. 

30 pieces of Velvets—^500 tons of copper. 

40 tons of lead & 40 tons of Iron, and 5 tons of steel. 

For the Presidency of Bombay & its Subordinate Settlements, vie. 

For the Scindy Market. 

276 bales of Cloth—77 bales of Longells. 
a few velvets— 4 casks of cochineal. 

& 3 or 4 tons of Elephants teeth. 

For the Bombay Market 

1200 bales of cloth—239 bales of Longells, 
a few pieces of Camblets & velvets. 

580 tons of Copper—30 tons of lead. 

40 tons of Iron—10 tons of steel. 

For the Gombroon Market' 

189 bales of cloth & 60 bales of Longells. 

& Shalloons which 60 bales contain only 10 pieces in each. 

For the Bussora Market 

418 bales of cloth and 160 bales of Longells and Shalloons—^which 160 
bales contain only 10 pieces in each. 

For the Presidency of Fort Marlbro’ 

40 chests of treasure—-40 tons of iron & some few other particulars, the 
rest of the consignments will be principally stores & necessaries for the use 
of the settlements on the West Coast. 

For Canton 

53 Chests of treasure—564 bales of doth. 

532 bales of Longells— 3®*^ pieces of Camblets, 3®® pfe®^ of Hairbines 
and 540 tons of lead. 

21. Besides the mercantile articles on the Company’s Account, die naval 
& victualling stores to fee laden for account at' die Goi^emmait on the be- 
ibrementioned ships will amount to between devdi &- twtiito hin s dU ed tons 
one half whereof^iM go in the ships boimd for FoiH fla»' A dih other 
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on the Bombay ships. The clothing for the King’s troops will amount to 80 tons 
more at least besides about 2 tons in clothing for the Artilfory Companies to 
be sent in the ship bound to the coast & bay wh> we mention lest any of 
those corps should be with you or the articles come to your hands, as has before 
bappoxed. 

22. The rest of the tonnage in our several before mentioned ships will be 
taken up in accommodating with a passage the military recruits in complying 
with the indents from our several Presidencies & yours in particular, for 
naval & warlike stores, also stores & necessaries of various kinds for use 
& sale. 

23. From the disposition of this season’s tonnage it will readily appear 
how impracticable it is to send any Madeira wine; you are therefore to expect 
none until we can find more room for that article, which we hope may be in the 
following season. 

24. You will observe that we do not send treasure to any places, but our 
Presidency of Fort Marlborough & to Canton, but of this we shall speak 
further in another part of this letter. 

25. Having thus given a general view of our intended export this season 
we must refer you to the invoices of the several ships bound to Bengal for the 
consignments to you in particular, & as the coast & bay ships will most of 
them have consignments to Fort William that you may suffer as little incon¬ 
venience as possible from a want of their cargoes, we have urged the prc" 
sidcncy of Fort St. George to give them an expeditious dispatch to you & not 
detain any part of them; but should it appear necessary to them to keep this 
or any other of the coast & bay ships there or dispatch such home from thence 
directly they have our orders to send the cargoes & packets intended for you 
by some other good conveyances & the latter in particular as soon as possible. 

26. A clause was introduced into the Charter-parties last yeaur & you 
will observe is continued in the Charter-parties of the ships of this season 
also, with respect to the adjustment & payment for Damages & goods lost 
or undelivered to wh. you are particularly to attend. By the said clause it is 
agreed that the amount of such damages & short delivery shall not be paid 
and made good in India, but shall f>e paid by the owners to the Company in 
London upon demand, upon their producing to the owners a true account of 
the adjustment in India of such loss or Damage, although the ship shall or 
may happen to be lost before her arrival at or shall not return in safety to the 
Port of London. It is thereby agreed also that the owner shall not be charged 
with any sum of money in respect of goods damaged, either in the outward 
or homeward bound voyage but such as shall by the condition & appearance 
thereof or by some other reasonable proof appear to be ship damage. 

27. We must observe to you that the owners have made a very different 
construction of the' worcb ’diip damage’ before mentioned to what we cotdd 
ever have imagined, by confining it to the limited sense, the words Utendly 
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signify, whereas it was our opinion when the said words were introduced they 
meant all damage whatsoever wh. goods received actually on boauxl, without 
distinction whether it proceeded from bad weather or any other accidents. 
We should have set this matter right in the Charter-parties of the present fca- 
son, but the owners positively insisting on the said words being continued and 
it being too late for us to help ourselves, we have, with great reluctance, been 
obliged to acquiesce. 

a8. Although we shall not easily give up this point to the owners even 
as the words at present stand yet it shows the necessity of your being very par. 
ticular & careful in describing & ascertaining how & in what manner the 
damages or short deliveries before mentioned appear together with every 
circumstance wh. may tend to assist us in forming a judgment thereon; this 
you are without fail to conform to on stating every ship’s account in order for 
our adjusting the same with the owners. 

29. The other parts of the Charter-party are nearly the same as last season 
excepting that the owners have increased upon the freight at the rate of 40 
shillings a ton & one penny a day per ton demorage, the demorage in time of 
war having been always until this season gd. a ton, whereas it is now 10 pence. 

30. We have agreed with the owners that it shall be a standing rule (al¬ 
though it is not inserted in the Charter-parties) that in case the Admiral or 
Commander-in-Ghief of His Majesty’s ships in the East Indies shall lake any 
seamen out of any of the Company’s Ships there, b/ wh. means the com¬ 
mander shall be obliged to hire Lascars in their room for navigating such ships 
home, an account be stated of the expense which shall accrue by their hire- 
wages, maintenance in England & passage back to India, & another ac¬ 
count of what would have been paid to the seamen had they not been so 
detained; & the exceeding in the expense of the said Lascars to be borne as 
follows, viz. Two-thirds by the Company, & one-third by the owners. We 
take notice of this agreement that you may in case of such circumstances 
happening, give us the necessary informations for stating such accounts as the 
owners are to be paid by us here & not in India. 

31. In consequence of your express orders in writing to Capt. Doveton 
of the Bombay Castle to receive aboard his ship as passengers for England 
Capt. Muckle & Lieut. Gowan of the King’s Train at the Company’s 
expense, we have been obliged to pay Capt. Doveton £ 30 each for those 
persons, accommodations & dieting at his table. As such measure may if 
further pursued, be attended with great expenses to the Company, let it be 
a standing rule with you that whenever an order is given for any person to 
be received aboard any of the Company’s ships, it be particularly expressed 
therein that the Captain do receive such person aboard, and carry him to 
England, affording him all needful accommodations in the voyage, he paying 
the expense of his passage & the Company being at no charge thereby 
accept however any of the Company’s own invalid military under the rank 
of commission oBi^et’s, who are chargeable to the Company or are likely to 



31 DEGEMBER 1760 


be SO and arc not able to pay for or work their passage home; such may be 
sent at the Company’s expense upon the Charter-party terms for passengers 
which you will observe to be at this time j^io a head. As for such of the Com¬ 
pany’s own Military who are discharged or have served their times out^ 
they are to be sent on board such ships as want men or whose captains 
will take them to work for their passage home and it is to be observed as 
a general rule that the Company be not put to any further expense than the 
said Charter-party terms of £10 a head or\ny Charter-party terms which may 
be hereafter settled for the passage home of any person whatsoever. 

3a. You having lately sent home several invalid soldiers to whom it 
had been intimated that they would be taken care of for their lives by the Com¬ 
pany, it is necessary therefore that you should be informed that we have no 
fund for such a purpose, nor can we raise one. It is true in some particular 
instances we have given small sums of money to such persons who have ap¬ 
peared to be real objects of compassion to assist towards putting them in 
a way of getting their bread but this is a matter of mere occasional charity 
only; an annual allowance cannot be made & we cannot here avoid taking 
notice that some of the said invalid soldiers from Bengal were really capable 
of further service. 

33. As the Pitt does not answer the Expectations we formed of her when . 
she first proceeded to India in the capacity of a Ship of War, she is now 
upon the same footing as our other mercantile Ships. 

34. We have strongly recommended it to the presidency of Fort S. 
George to unlade the Pitt designed thence for China & dispatch her 
thither with the utmost Expedition to avoid all hazard of a loss of passage 
directing them to put on board such goods as they can provide in time and 
may be proper for the Canton Market with such treasure as they shall be 
able to spare from the supplies which we hope they will have been furnished 
with from you & Bombay, consigning the whole to our agents at Canton. 

35. We have informed our agents at Canton that they are to take upon 
them the management of such ship or ships as have been customarily called 
casual ships, that is to say, such as may happen to be sent from any of our 
presidencies & for which no Supra Cargoes have been named by us—should 
you therefore by any unforeseen accidents be at a loss to dispatch home any 
ship or Ships on your hands you are to dispatch such ship or ships to our 
said agents with a cargo on each to as large an amount as you can spare in 
treasure & goods if you have any of the latter, fit for the Canton Market, 
the total of each of such ships invoice not to be less, if possible than £20,000. 

36. As the China trade is our principal resource for valuable returns 
it is of the utmost importance to feed it with as plentiful remittances as cir¬ 
cumstance will admit of. We therefore recommend it to you in the strongest 
manner to take every opportunity to send to Fort S. George whatever treasure 
you can possibly spare from time to time that it may [be] consigned from 
thence to our Agents at Canton. 
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37. We histve given the like directions to our other preddencies which 
directions they and you are to look upon & obwrve as standing order* 
to be complied with, whenever it shall appear necessary to send a casual ship 
to Canton, or have treasure to spare and proper conveyances offer. 

38. We signified to you last season that it was our intentions [rtV] for 
the future to have the whole produce of pepper at all our settlements upon 
the West Coast annually reserved for & sent to China and none sent to England 
until we gave notice to the contrary; as we continue in the same resolution, 
you are not to send any ship or ships thither to complete or take in any part 
of their cargoes for Europe without our further orders. 

39. In consequence of our said intentions the ships Worcester, Osterley 
& Prince George are consigned directly to our presidency of Fort Marl¬ 
borough where they are to deliver the soldiers, treasure, stores and merchan¬ 
dize intended for the use of the settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra. 
When that is done the Governor & Council are to load on the said ships 
all the pepper they may have on hand, or can collect together in time so as 
not to hazard their passage. They are likewise to put aboard what tin they 
may have in warehouse if in pursuance of our former orders to them they may 
have procured any from the strait of Mallacca, as also what treasure they 
can spare, this being done they are to dispatch them directly & consign 
them to our agents at Canton. They are advised that the said ships being 
dispatched without loss of time is more necessary as the bulk of the woollen 
goods intended for the China market is on board them, and that therefore 
their arrival will materially affect the prices they may be sold at in favour of 
the Company. 

40. Finding some persons have on their own private affairs resided the 
year round in China, and as this is a practice we will by no means admit of 
we have given positive directions to our Agents at Canton to cause such per¬ 
sons so residing or who have any intentions to do so to leave China & proceed 
by the first proper conveyances to the parts of India from whence they came 
They are to make this our order publicly known that no person or persons 
may have any pretence for staying at Canton longer than the usual season 
for the departure of shipping for any of our presidencies or settlements or 
elsewhere in India, and the more effectually to put an end to this practice, 
you are not to suffer any persons to proceed to China from the presidency 
of Fort William With a view of staying any longer than until the departure 
of shipping from thence as beforementioned. Of this you must give the most 
public notice, and make it a rule for .your conduct, in all future seasons; 
the like directions are sent likewise to all our other presidencies. 

41. In a former part of this letter we have taken notice that our own ship 
the Royal George proceeds first to Canton, on a particular service which 
being performed, it is our intentions she shall proceed to Fort S. George. 
We have accordingly given directions to our agents there as soon as it is a 
proper season Mer proceeding on her voyage to give her a full lading of 
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C-amphire [can^ihor]. Sugar, Tutena[gue].] and such articles as 

fhey shall judge will turn to the best account, and consign and dispatch her 
therewith accordingly to our President & Council at Fort St. George. 

42. When the Royal George shall have discharged her loading from China 
it is our intention to have her employed in such a manner as may be most 
[suitable?] for the Company’s service at any of our settlements, and if it shall 
appear really necessary & conducive thereto that she be detained a season 
extraordinary in India, you & our other presidencies wheresoever she may 
happen to be destined or employed are therefore, to act according to circum¬ 
stances & the best of yours & their judgment, observing in general that 
if it shall be thought proper to return her home the season of her arrival, or 
the following one it be early enough to prevent the loss of her passage. 

43. Wherever she arrives or from whatever place she shall be dispatched 
she must be victualled and put in the best condition in every respect for 
proceeding from port to port and for her return to England; this must be done 
at the Company’s Expense, and the proper accounts transmitted to us. 

44. One principal object we have in view is that she may be useful 
in bringing us early intelligence of what is transacting at this critical period 
in the different parts of India. You must make her therefore subservient to 
this purpose as much as possible, not only by sending a detail of the affairs 
at your presidency but by collecting what you can from the others. 

45. At the same time that she is intended for the purpose of bringing 
advices, she is of a burthen to carry goods suflScient to earn the expenses of 
her voyage, a cargo therefore is to be laden on her according to discretion; 
if the dispatches she shall be charged with are important & require ex¬ 
pedition, & consequently may run more hazard in such case the cargo 
must not be very valuable; but if on the contrary there is no necessity for her 
running greater hazards than our other shipping then it may be to a larger 
amount; but the whole as is said before must be left to the discretion of the 
Company’s Agent’s at such places where she may happen to be, as must 
her being directed to call at St. Helena, or running through without touching 
there be determined by the Governor (in his secret orders) of such place from 
whence it shall be thought proper to dispatch her. 

46. The beforegoing directions you will observe are similar to those 
we sent upon the Royal George’s proceeding to India last voyage, & wh. 
were also to be followed with respect to the Company’s ship the Admiral 
Watson wh. went out last season. They are in the nature of outlines & 
may therefore be discretionally perfected & improved in such a manner as 
may be most beneficial to the Company. If the Royal Gleorge proceeds to 
any other of our presidencies these directions must be communicated to the 
Governor & Council of such presidency for their information and guidance. 

47. It is nevertheless to be observed that the Royal George is not to be 
sent to Madagascar or Mozambique for slaves for the service of the West 
Coast,as we directed last season the Admiral Watson should from Bombay 
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48. Of five ships stationed for Bombay this season only three of thmn 
are to be returned directly home, viz. 


The Boscawen 
Calcutta 

and the [.] 

The other two, viz. 

The [.] 

and the [.] 


Gapt. Braund. 
Willson. 
Tanner. 

Gapt. Evans. 
Crichton. 


are to be employed until the year 1762 when they are to be dispatched, in 
the proper seasons, the first named to Mocha for a cargo of Coffee to be 
brought to England and the other according to our annual custom to Canton 
with a Malabar Cargo from whence she is to be returned to us directly with 
a China Cargo. 

49. The returning all those ships home from our several presidencies 
which are not directed to be kept in India the same season they arrive is 
of the utmost importance especially considering the very heavy expense 
of demorage in this time of war, we therefore recommend it to you as we also 
do to our other presidencies in the strongest manner mutually to aid & 
assist each’father in the loading not only the ships destined for your presidency, 
hut of those likewise of our other presidencies, & if thro’ unforeseen events 
any of them cannot be dispatched home the season of their arrival, or sent 
to China under the description of casual ships as has been before recommended 
that you also act in concert with our other presidencies for employing them 
to the best advantage until the time of their proceeding home but you are 
to observe from what has been mentioned in a preceding part of this letter 
you arc not to send any ship to Fort Marlborough to complete her loading 
for Europe as all the pepper is to be sent from thence to China. 


50. Neither the coast & bay ships of this season or those wh. are 
to be sent home directly from Bombay have any Iron Kintlagc in consequ- 
■ence a larger proportion of Salt*petre will be wanted for them. It will there¬ 
fore be incumbent upon you by the earliest & best opportunities to furnish 
the presidencies of Fort S. George & Bombay according to their demands 
with a sufficiency of Salt-pctre for their effectually answering our intentions 
in this respect. 

51. That you may be the better able to send oui ships home the same 
season, you may in want of other goods make up the tonnage with Salt-petie 
send them home with their bare. Charter-party tonnage, or even something 
•dead freighted gather than detain them a season extraordinary, but in these 
points much must be left to discretion and we shall accordingly depend upon 
your acting in such a manner as shall be most [useful ?] for the Company’s 
Interest. 

52. The sale of the Ben^ goods being but lately finished we cotild not 
prepare a list of the 'Investment -soon enough to send it by thb conveyance. 

‘ You arethfcyfefbre ro'be prodding what goods you esm fof Ae ensuing season 
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in wh. you are in a great measure to govern yourselves by the list which was 
sent last season. 

53. Should it so fortunately happen that there will be goods sufficient 
to give a surplus tonnage to our returning shipping, it is recommended to 
you to distribute such suiplus tonnage in such a manner as may put every 
ship upon an equal footing as can be done. 

54. Similar directions with respect to our returning shipping are sent 
to the presidencies of Fort S. George and Bombay for their observance. 

55. His Majesty having been graciously pleased to encourage the making 
observations upon the transit of Venus over the Sun on the 6th of June next, 
and proper persons being engaged by the Royal Society for that service, 
two to go to the Island of St. Helena and two to Fort Marlborough. As this 
is done to make some improvements in Astronomy which will be of general 
utility, they are to be properly maintained and assisted at the Company’s 
Expense, the two gentlemen, therefore, who proceed on his Majesty's 
ship the Sea-Horse to Fort Marlborough on this occasion are by our direc¬ 
tions to that presidency to be accommodated during their stay on the West 
Coast in a suimble manner with diet and appartments[jt<;j and they are to be 
assisted as to materials, workmen—and whatever else the service they are 
employed upon may require—as there is no ship to come directly home from 
Fort Marlborough a passage is to be provided for them by any good con¬ 
veyance that offers by the way of China or to any other of our presidencies-— 
if, therefore, those gentlemen shall come to your presidency, they are to be 
accommodated in a suitable manner with apartments and diet at the Com¬ 
pany’s Expense during their residence at Bengal, and you arc to provide 
them with a passage home on any of our returning ships, & you are to 
give the Captain an order to receive & afford them all needful accommoda¬ 
tion in the voyage, & to be dieted at his own table for which satisfaction 
shall be made by us to such Captain on the Ship’s arrival in England. 

56. Our secretary writ to you by our directions last year by his Majesty’s 
Ship the Chatham upon this subject. We shall expect, therefore, that you 
have given notice to such persons who are qualified to make observations 
upon the said transit agreeable to our pleasure therein signified, notwith¬ 
standing the appointment of the befoj’c mentioned gentlemen for that service. 

57. In consequence of our President Mr. Pigot’s desire to return home 
from Madras when the unsettled situation of Affairs shall permit by the 
discontinuance of the War, we have from a conviction of the benefits that 
we shall derive from the abilities and experience of Mr. Robert Palk fixed 
upon him to succeed to the Government of Fort St. George, whenever 
Mr. Pigot shall resign it and have settled the Council there in the following 
manner : 

George Pigot Esqr. President 8 (, Governor. 

, Robert Palk Esqr. Se^n^ in Gouncll & to succ^ to 

thf'^ovt. 


I 
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Mr. John Smith 
Mr. Ghas. Bourchier 
Mbr. Dawsoime Drake 
Mr. John Andrews 
Mr. John Pylus 
Mr. Richd. Fairfield 
Mr. Samuel Ardley 
Mr. Chas. Turner 
Mr. Thos. Heath . 


. Third in Council 
% Fourth in Council 
• Fifth in Council 

. Sixth in Council 

. Seventh in Council 
. Eighth in Council 
. Ninth in Council 

. Tenth in Council 

, Eleventh in Council 


58. We have thought proper also to appoint Major General Stringer 
Laurence to the station of Commander in Chief of all the Company’s Forces 
in India. 

59. That gentleman was lately advanced by his Majesty’s Brevet from 
the rank of Colonel to that of Major General in the East Indies only. 


60. We have appointed the following persons to be writers on the Bengal 
establishment, viz. George Vansittart, Samuel Bartholomew Case, William 
Majendie, & Nicolas Grueber who are to be ranked in the other [order] 
they are named and will take their passage on the ships of this season. 

61. We have appointed Mr. Parker Hatley now residing in Bengal 
as a free merchant, to be a factor upon the Establishment of our presidency 
at Fort Marlborough. You are therefore to acquaint him, it is our pleasure, 
that he do accordingly proceed to his station by the first proper conveyance. 


62. As the recruits for his Majesty’s Land forces will take up all the 
room which can be spared in our coast & bay ships, we cannot send any 
for our own troops this season. 

63. We have appointed the following named persons to be cadets in 
our forces upon the Bengal establishment who are to be promoted, if they 
behave well, in turn next after those have been provided for, who have been 
already recommended, viz. John R. Roche, Joseph Thomson, Wm. Lennon, 
Thos. Pearson, John Coker, & Edw. Ferrar, also James Kelly to rank as ap¬ 
pointed in the advices last year per Onslow next Mr. Isaac Humphreys. 

64. We cannot avoid taking this early opportunity of observing diat the 
expense of the fortifications at Fort William already amount to an excessive 
sum, & if completed upon the extensive plan, adopted contrary to our 
original intentions will be immense. Altho’ we have reason to believe you 
will before this reaches you, be sensible of the impropriety of these extensive 
works and have taken proper measures to reduce the plan. However, should 
that not be the case, you are to put a stop to the outworks until our further 
orders which you will have by our next ships, as we are mfonned these will 
near equal i^ expense the body of the place. 



31 DEGEUKOt 1760 


67 


65. In a former part of this letter you are acquainted we do not send 
treasure to any places, but our presidency of Fort Marlborough and to 
Gantoh. We have been induced to this measure upon taking a view of the 
situation of our several presidencies with respect to their money transactions, 
it is our opinion that you seem most to stand in need of assistance to enable 
you to provide for your large and valuable investments. For considering 
our presidency of Fort St. George is now by the superiority of our arms over 
the French in a manner in possession of almost all the revenues of the Nabob’s 
territories as well what have been particularly assigned over to the Company 
by grants, mortgages or otherways as of those the enemy possessed, consi¬ 
dering also the very large remittances you made them in the beginning of the 
year 1760 more than they could possibly have occasion we cannot but be of 
opinion the Governor & Council there will not only have treasure sufficient 
for the various services of that Presidency but even to assist you largely. 
Notwithstanding the Governor & Council of Bombay have signified no 
dependence was to be had upon them for remittances out of their stock, we 
have not the least doubt that before this reaches you they will have seen their 
error and have accordingly made large remittances either to you or Fort 
St. George for it is amazing to us how they could write in such a discouraging 
manner when they had such a prodigious balance in their hands as appears 
by the last quick stock account transmitted to us. 

66. As you may most probably therefore have remittances both from 
Fort St. George and Bombay which we have earnestly recommended to those 
presidencies, these with your large revenues and the monies to be paid you 
by the Nabob we apprehend, will sufficiently supply you with what sums 
you shall want for the various occasions of your presidency, add thereto 
that as the favorable alterations we made last season in the exchange for 
monies to be paid into cash at Fort St. George and Bombay as well as at 
your presidency will we make no doubt induce persons to pay in considerable 
sums for bills upon us which when other resources are not sufficient we have 
good reason to believe will prove effectual. 

67. You and our presidencies of Fort S. George and Bombay being 
by our directions to be mutually assisting to each other remittances are to 
be made where they are wanted by sdeh presidencies as can spare them. 
You are therefore, to make the earliest requisitions of what you may stand 
in need of but more particularly to Bombay. On the other hand, if our 
presidency of Fort S. George wants such assistance and you may happen 
to have a surplus stock you are to remit thither as much thereof as can pru¬ 
dently be spared. 

68. It has pleased God to bles9 the British Arms with most remarkable 
success against the French in all parts of the world in the course of this year 
& the most vigorous measures are still pursuing as the best and indeed only 
means of bringing the enemy to equitable terms of accommodation and attain¬ 
ing that desirable object, a safe and honourable peace, although the generous 
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overture made by his late Majesty last winter towards a congress for a pad> 
ficadon has not yet produced a suitable return, yet it is hoped die distressed 
condition of the enemy will operate so strongly before the opening of the ^ 
ncpct campaign that they will find themselves under the necessity of relieving*' 
their distress by agreeing to such terms as shall in their present condition be 
reenable. These, however, are at present only our wishes as we do not 
find any overtures have this year been made on the part of either nation. 

69. We do not know of any French force proceeding to India this season, 
at least none of any great consequence. Whenever we can get any intelligence 
o^thdr intentions & motions with reqiect to the East Indies, we shall give 
you the earliest infbrmadon. 

70. It is with great pleasure we look upon the advantages gmned ever 
the enemy by the King’s and Company’s land forces upon the Coast of QhorcK 
mandel, and equally so upon the gallant behavioi^r of his ^Majat^*^ naValf 
forces. We ^ aie gready obliged to Admiral Steevens^ & Colonel Coote^ 
as also to Colonel Monson for the services they have rendered to tl^ Com* 
pany in their several departments. We have desired the Preudent & tlouAcil 
there to signify it to those gentlemen how truly sensible we are of their merit, 
and this you will not fail to do should any of those officers be with you on the 
receipt hereof. 

71. There is the greatest reason to believe that the ascendancy over the 
enemy both by sea & land in India will be maintained by our present 
superiority of force & we cannot help flattering ourselves that it will not be 
long before we hear that Pondicherry itself is fiillen never to rise more. 

72. As we shall in our next general letter speak particularly to[of?] the late 
extraordinary behaviour of the Dutch, we shall now only inform you that 
the deficit of their attempt so very successfully has given us great satisfaction. 

73. We cannot at present say with any certain^ whether the Ministry 
intend to reinforce his Majesty’s ships in the East Indi«i this seaSoil or ndt, 
but we have some reason to believe that apprehending the nav^ force 
now there is sufficient to keep the enemy in awe & prevent their making 
any material attempts to our prejudice they do not propose to send any; by 
the next conveyances we shall however be able to give you a more pardbular 
information. 

74. In order to keep up a respectable land force in India, His Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to give directions for about 76 soldiers to proceed 
in the ship Hawke to recruit Colonel Draper’s battallion, as also for 5 in¬ 
dependent companies consisting nearly of the number of 600 men more, 
commission and non-commission officers included who are to take passage 

on the ships bound to the Coast and Bay. 

# 

75. If the Chevalier otherways Count Crillon’ who was taken prisoner 
an. the b 1 po|)! ^awrkd on or about the loth of August 1739, by our s^p the 
Royal George and was afterwards as we apprehend, soon after exchanged. 
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should at this time be a prisoner of war or may hereafter happen to be so at 
any of our settlements you are at the desire of the Bight Hon’ble Mr. Secre> 
tary Pitt to use him in a gentlemanlike manner and render him sdl the good 
offices in your power. 

76. Since writing the beforegoing we have received an overland letter 
from Bombay under date of the 37 th of May, by which and some private 
advices Mr. Shaw received at Bossorah we have the pleasure of learning 
that the French were reduced to their only settlement of Pondicherry which 
either actually was or would soon be invested both by >sea & land. Applica* 
tion was made we find by the Govr. & CouiK:il of Fort St. George 
both to you & our presidency of Bombay to assist them with some troop* 
on this • important occasion the latter accordingly sent the King’s three 
companies of Artillery & a ^company of our ovm Infantry. We hope to 
hear you have been able to spare some forc^ from Bengal) & we cannot 
help flattering ourselves this efibrt has been attended . with the wished for < 
sttceesB & that we’shall soon hear Pondicherry has surrendered tothe-Britiib 
Arms. 

77. At the same time the beforementioned advices came to hand we 
received the disagreeable news from the Governor & Council at Fort Marl¬ 
borough & Mr. Herbert at Batavia that 3 French ships of war were on the 
West Coast of Sumatra in the month of February last Those advices leave us 
in a state of uncertainty as to the consequences of the enemy’s attempt upon 
our settlements there but presuming we are in possession of Fort Marlborough 
at least, we flatter ourselves you & our other presidencies have given 
& will give all the timely assistance in yours & their power to secure it agaiiac 
any future-attempts in which we make no doubt Admiral Steevens has readily 
concurred. 

78. It has been currently reported advices have been received at Paris 
that several ships of Mr, D’ Ache’s Squadron were lost or disabled in a hur¬ 
ricane at the Isle of Bourbon. If this piece of news is true (which it is generally 
believed to be) his Majesty’s naval force may be employed in such manner as 
will best tend to the security of our shipping & settlements of least force 
against any of the enemy’s straggling cruisers, and indeed whether it is true 
or not, it seems most probable this is the plan they will pursue as most likely 
to hurt us. We have directed our presidencies of Fort St. George & Bombay 
to consult Admiral Steevens & desire him to take such measures to defeat 
their designs as shall be judged necessary in the situation, affairs shall be in 
on their receipt of the said directions. This we communicate to you as well 
for your information as that you may concur so far as may be in your power 
in concerting the proper measures accordingly. This has been notified also 
to our other presidencies. 

79. Mr. Charles Hampton, one of our late factors at Fort Marlborough 
having resigned the Company’s Service & went as we arc informed to 
Bengal. As’we^'do not cltoose that any of our servants so leaving the'serviee 
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should ramble to any of our settlements without our especial license, you arc 
therefore to send the said Mr Hampton to England and you are to observe 
it as a general rule that when any of our servants are out of the service by 
resignation, dismission or other ways you are to take care that they return 
[to] England directly. 

80. Having formed & settled a new regulation or indulgence for trade 
allowed to be carried by the commanders fit officers of the ships employed 
in the Company’s service, we enclose a printed copy thereof signed by our 
Secretary for your information fit that you may take the utmost care to see 
as far as in you lays that it is not exceeded in any respect whatsoever. 

81. You will observe by our said new regulation or indulgence we have 
allowed our commanders fit officers to carry out to a certain amount in 
^:oral, coral beads, pearls, emeralds fit precious stones, you will further 
obswvc by the accompanying manifests what each person does accordingly 
carry out. Agreeable therefore to the said new regulation or indulgence you 
are to receive of them the same duties thereon as other licensed traders in 
those articles are charged with on the Company’s account, and we do allow 
the Governor in like manner, to receive the usual consulage or commission 
•of 2 per cent thereon for his own use. 


We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Lau :Sulivan/T. Rous/P. Godfrey/G. Amyand/ 
C. Cutts/J. Dorrien/F. Pigou/C. Gough/H. 
C. Boullon/G. Steevens/Geo. Dudley/J. Har- 
rison/G. Rooke/H. Savage/J. Browne/ J. 
London, Raymond/H. Hadley/T. Tullie/R. Warner/ 

31st Dec: 1760. T. Waters. 
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LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1761 

Fresh appointments to Fort William Board on dismissal of Holwell and others, 

OuR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

[i.] We have taken under our most serious consideration the general letter 
from our late President fit Council at Fort William, dated the 29th of Dec: 
1759, fit many paragraphs therein containing gross insults upon and indi¬ 
gnities offered to the Court of Directors tending to the subversion of our autho¬ 
rity over our servants fit a dissolution of all order fit good government in the 
Company’s To put an immediate stop therefore to this evil we 
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do positively ord^ and direct that immediately upon the receipt of this letter 
r 11 those persons still remaining in the Company’s service who signed the said 
letter of the agth of Dec. 1759, viz. Messrs. John Zephaniah Holwell, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, William Brightwcll Sumner & William Me. Guire, 
be dismissed from the Company’s Service, & you are to take care that 
they be not permitted on any consideration to continue in India but that they 
are tc be sent to England by the first ships which return home the same season 
you receive this letter. Should Messrs. Manningham & Frankland hap¬ 
pen to be in Bengal, upon the receipt of this letter they also are to be forth¬ 
with returned in like manner to England. 

[a.] As we cannot before the departure of this ship settle the [Council of 
Fort] William, therefore [upon the dismisjsion of Messrs'. [Holwell, Playdell 
Sumner Me. Guire the following named persons are to conduct and 
manage the Company’s Affairs in Bengal until our further pleasure is signified 
to you by the next ships with respect to all those below Mr Batson, viz. 

Henry Vansittart Esqr. President 
Mr Peter Amyatt 
Mr William Ellis 
Mr Stanlake Batson 
Mr William Billers 
Mr Harry Verelst 
Mr Harry Smyth 
Mr Samuel Waller 
Mr Culling Smith 

[3.] If there shall appear any reasonable objections against any of the be- 
forenamed members below Mr. Batson and not otherways you are to ap¬ 
point so many others in their room provisionally what you [shall judge] are 
in all respects fitly qualified as that the Council do consist of 9 persons the 
President included. We mean no more by the not confirming the said per¬ 
sons below Mr. Batson than that we are desirous of taking the time until the 
dispatch of the next ships to consider more maturely of the settling our Fort 
William Council. 

[4.] Mr. Ellis is to be of the Select Committee, and Colonel Coote and 
our Major are to be consulted and act therein and also in other affairs agree¬ 
able to former directions. 


We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Lau. Sulivan/T. Rous/P. Godfrey/J. Boyd/ 
R. Warner/H. Hadley/G. Amyand/R. Smith/ 
G. Rookc/G. Dudley/T. Waters/G. Steevens/ 
B. Walton/J. Browne/H. C. Boulton/J. Hani- 
London, son/T. Tullie/G. Cutts/F. Pigou/J. Dorricn/ 

Sistjan. 1761. G. Gaugh/H. Savage. 
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LETTER DATED 13 MARCH 1761 

Skipping nms—rmierd to crettfs for gallant wtion against the Dutch — impor<^ 
taneeof making gunpowder in India-—coinage from Companfsmimt <0, Fort William-— 
Anglo — Pren^ nasal engagements—-instructions about charging the Nasoab formlituty 
essences—appreciation of conduct towards the Dutch—Compoa^^ skate im spoils rf 
War —uneasiness ooef huge es^tense in fortifnng Calcutla^insmtctiom for manaffment 
of newly acquired lanh—confirmation of members of Fort’WtUiam Board appoint¬ 
ed earlier—dismissal of Pearkes—dissatisfaction at the disobedience of Company's 
servants—Suringer Lawrence as commander of Company's troops in the East Indies — 
instructions about use of surplus from restitution money—errors of omission and 
commission in accounts—allowances of King's forces—perquisites for President of 
Fort William Board: 


Our 


President & Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. By the ship Hawke we writ to you under date of 31st of Dec. last, a 
duplicate went by the Pitt & you will receive two other transcripts by th * 
conveyances; the said letter contains some general informations & direc¬ 
tions. The Pitt carried likewise a short letter of the 21st of January following 
expressing our just resentment of the insults & indignities offered to us by 
the late President & Council in that most extraordinary letter of theirs dated 
the 2gth Dec. ! 759 and containing an order for the immediate dismissing from 
oUr service MesSrsi John Zephaniah Holwdl, Charles Stafimrd Playdell, Wil¬ 
liam Brightwell Stiniher and William Mc.Ghir-e; other transcripts of which 
letter att also transmitted by these conveyances. 

2. We are now to send you such other informations & directions as 
are necessary for your guidance in the conduct of our affairs together with some 
observations upon the advices received from your Presidency in the course 
of the last season all which are ranged as follows under the usual heads. But we 
must first promise that this letter is as usual directed to the Presidency and in 
course many parts relate to the transactions of the members of our late Coun¬ 
cil but as you our present members will easily distinguish them there is no 
necessity for varying in every instance the manner of our address. 

1 st of Shipping 

3. For the time of departure of the several ships & vessels which have 
been already dispatched from hence, we refer you to the accompanying lists. 

4 . The ships Warren, Earl of Holdemesse, Fox and Plasscy consigned to 
Fort S. George & your presidency bring you this letter being partly la e'en 
for both settlements as will appear by their several invoices & bills of lading* 
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5. The C 3 hcsterfield and Norfolk hired for the voyage to India only will 
follow'soon after the said 'ships' are laden & consigned in the like manner, 
with the remains of the goods & stores for our said two pnsidencies. 

6. The said several ships carry King’s troops & Government Stores as 
will be more particularly noticed under the proper head. 

7. All the Coast & Bay ships are to be forwarded from Tort S. George 
to Bengal as soon after they* have landed their troops & delivered their 
consignments at the first named place as possible as well for your convenience 
as that they may be returned to us in a proper season (the beforementioned 
sh^ps ckesterfield and Norfolk exc^ied). However if it may be more for ouf 
Ii^terest to b^ve one or two dispatched directly hom6 from Fort S. George 
(except as before eitcepted) our President & Council thei^ are in such case 
to make use of that liberty taking care to send to Bengal the consignments they 
are charged with for you by some other good conveyances. 

8. In our letter of the 31st of Dec. we gave you such general direction 
fdt the returning our several ships to Europe (except those which are hired the 
voyage to India only) and the measures to be taken by our several presidencies 
for mutually assisting each other in so important a service that we have nothing 
further to say on this subject than to refer you to our said letter. 

9. You have been already informed that on account of the large exports 
provided this season for our several settlements, the very great quantity of 
Government stores, together with the room wanted for accommodating the 
troops with a passage we have been under the necessity of hiring three large 
ships in addition to the shipping taken up in the usual manner, viz. The 
Norfolk of 600 tons, 80 men and 26 guns, Gapt. James McConohie, the Ches* 
te^eld of 600 tons, 80 men & 26 guns Capt. Willoughby Merchant and 
the General Laurence of 650 tons, 80 men & 26 guns Capt. Wm. Scott 
the two first of which are destined for Fort S. George and Fort William &. 
the other for Bombay. The said ships are let to us for the run to India only, 
& not to be returned again to Europe. By the ships themselves we mean 
those consigned to the Coast & Bay. You will receive copies of the charter- 
party agreement, the invoices, bills of lading and all other necessary books 
& papers which are to be forwarded to you from Fort S. George & we shall 
transmit the like to Bombay for the General Laurence wh. the President 
& Council of that Presidency will communicate to you if there shall happen 
to be occasion for it. 

10. Although the charter-parties of the said ships will fully apprize you 
of the terms & conditions on which they are taken up, and to which you are 
to give all due attention, yet it is necessary to point out some particulars in 
this place for your information which arc—That the Company are to pay 
1C7. 10*0 per ton freight for the goods carried out in the ships Norfolk & Ches¬ 
terfield and £6 per ton for those' by the General Laurence, also £^o ahead for 
each pasamger with i is. a day each for their diet from the time of their going 
On board to the ship’s departure from the Hope. That if the said shij^^' shall 
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be detained at their consigned ports for the delivery of their cargoes more than 
thirty days in the whole the Company are to pay demorage after the rate of 8d. 
per ton a day, on the tonnage of goods & the tonnage allowed for passengers 
sent aboard on the Company’s account for the time of such detention above 
the said thirty days. That the owners are to make good to the Company at 
their consigned ports all short deliveries and damages that shall appear upon 
the goods & merchandize laden on them in the accustomary manner beinS 
the prime cost with an advance thereon of 30 per cent. That after the said 
ship’s arrival at their consigned ports in India & having delivered 
the Company’s effects & landed the passengers and soldiers, they are to 
be at the entire disposal of the owners upon this proviso nevertheless (which 
you are to see strictly observed if disposed of in Bengal) that they shall not 
upon any account or pretence whatsoever return to England again nor be 
sold to the French or any other European Nation excepting the English, 
nor to any of the Country poweis without the license or permission of the 
Company’s Governor & Council, Chief & Council or residents at such place 
or places where the said ships shall be sold, and that at whatever settle¬ 
ments they shall happen to be disposed of you or they are to take sufficient 
security of the person or persons who purchase them that they submit to and 
abide by these conditions. 

11. The amount of the freight to be paid to the owners of each ship will 
depend upon the quantity of goods laden on the Company’s account & the 
number of Charter-party passengers actually on board; the rate of demorage 
is likewise to be ascertained by the same means; both which we shall inform 
you of before the said ships’ departure. When the said freight is ascertained 
two-thirds thereof is to be paid by us here and the remainder on the final 
delivery of the Company’s effects & charter-party passengers at their con¬ 
signed ports in India reckoning the Fort St. George Pagoda at 8s. the Bengal 
current rupee at 2s-4d and the Bombay rupee at 2s-6d, each, at wh. rates 
the damage & short deliveries are also to be adjusted & paid in India by 
the several commanders. 

12. The passage money for soldiers & charter-party passengers will 
be paid in England so that there will remain nothing more to be paid in India 
than one-third of the freight and what demorage may be incurred by any 
•detention over and above 30 days as before mentioned. 

13. But for better information we shall send you by the ships Norfolk & 
Chesterfield stated accounts of what the owners have received and what 
remains due to them to be paid in India. 

14. Although we do not suppose either of the said two coast & bay ships 
will proceed from your presidency to Bombay to finish their voyages, yet 
in case such an event should unavoidably happen you are to forward the neces¬ 
sary books, papen & accounts thither for the final adjustment of their 
j^ounts. 
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15. Wc have given the sums of £sooo each to the crews of the Calcutta, 
Hardwicke & Duke of Dorset as a reward for their gallant behaviour in the 
action with the Dutch in Bengal River, in Nov. 1759, also two months 
pay to the respective crews of the Royal George & Oxford for the share 
they had in that service, wh. said rewards after a deduction of the gratuities 
you gave them on this account have been divided among the several crews 
in proportion to their respective wages, and are not only in full consideration 
for their said services but for every other during their respective voyages. 

16. The service done us by the crews of the said ships was certainly of such 
importance to the Company, that in this instance we cannot blame you for 
deviating from the recommendations in our general letter of the 23rd March 
1759, in rewarding on the spot some of the petty officers with 50 rupees & 
the seamen with 40 rupees each ; but as nothing but very extraordinary ser¬ 
vices can warrant such a deviation we shall depend upon your assurances 
of paying a due regard to our said recommendation in future, especially as 
we are never backward in gratifying our people when they behave well. 

17. Whenever you make captures of the enemy’s vessels and cargoes 
you should always transmit us the papers & vouchers sufficient to prove they 
are legal prizes for want of such proofs we cannot obtain the condemnation 
of the French Snow taken by the Mermaid’s crew; you must therefore by 
the first opportunity furnish us with all the necessary papers and let them 
be properly authenticated. 

18. We observe no less a sum than 57750 rupees is paid the owners of 
the Fort William for her freight detention at the Negrais, being after the rate 
of 2500 rupees a month. The necessity of loading us with such a heavy ex¬ 
pense at so insignificant a settlement is by no means clear to us, especially 
when our injunctions for some time past have been either to withdraw or re¬ 
duce the annual charges to a very small sum by way only of keeping possession. 

Ilndly of Goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

19. Having given you in our letter of the grst of Dec. a general 
account of our export this season we are now to make this general observation 
that we have complied with your McrchantiIe[jiV], Naval and Military 
indents as far as the tonnage & the situation of public Affairs will admit of. 

20. We are in hopes Capt. Brohier’s indent for many particulars for 
the use of your new Citadel will be nearly complied with by the ships of this 
season. Should we be disappointed therein it will be entirely occasioned 
by the contractors for guns in particular failing on their parts. 

21. Your naval indent cannot be fully complied with for want of room, 
but considering the large supplies sent last year we have reason to think 
those now sent will be sufficient for the service of the ensuing season. 

S2. The articles of lead, iron & coals are greatly short of your demands,, 
for the same reason the want of room which has prevented our complying 
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ivith other a$ material particulars, you must therefore imtil we shall be able 
more fully to supply you with lead & iron principally to reserve those arti* 
■cles for use, & not put them up for sale, unless you are ecrtain any part 
can with convenience be spared. 

23. The Pitch sent this season being the sort that is used in his Majesty's 
Navy preferable to any other, you are to inform us whether it answers better 
than what has b«;n usually sent, that we may be guided in our future provision 
of this article. 

24. The trunnions of the light iron 12-pounder guns noticed in Capt. 
Brohier’s letter of the 6th Feb. 1760 as being too small were made of the exact 
size of the 12-pounder Brass Field pieces as some time since desired, however, 
some few since the receipt of the said letter have been contracted for to be 
made one inch more in the diameter of the trunnion. 

25. As the making of good gunpowder in India is an object of great im¬ 
portance our enquiries of the most skilful persons in England have been fre¬ 
quent in order if possible to give you such instructions as might put you in 
the way of manufacturing it in a proper manner, but as we have not been 
able to furnish the persons with the necessary informations with respect to 
the nature and proportions of the ingredients you make use of and the method 
of your process, you must therefore attentively consider & reply by the 
first conveyances to the following observations and directions when very 
possibly we may be able to put you in a method to make powder at your 
settlement equally good with that in Europe. 

26. You are to give us a full & circumstantial account of the several 
ingredients made use of, their proportions & the whole process of making 
powder from the beginning to its completion. 

27. Much depends upon the charcoal made use of, the wood may be burnt 
too much or too little, it may be too old, or the wood improper, in any of 
these instances the powder cannot be good. The trees with us fiom which 
the best Charcoal is made, are the hazel willow and alder but beyond the 
age of 6 years they are not fit for this use. It is suggested that your bendy 
called here the tulip tree, is very proper for this purpose. We would have 
you send us in small parcels the several woods you burn for Charcoal, dis¬ 
tinguishing the age of each. Send us also the charcoal made from those 
different woods with your opinion which are esteemed the best. 

28. Powder made with damp salt-petre the persons we have consulted 
affirm will ever be damp, & no act or care can prevent it, this possibly may 
not have been attended to at your settlement. 

29. They further inform us that powder must be in the null six hours & 
constantly moved from the sides to the centre with a copper shovel or the 
ingredients can never be well mixed. 

30. Besides the beforementionai charcoal samples you nvuit. jsend \a 
about r^2t.««*./jv^eight of salt^tre & jdie xame quantity cd*brlfm^onq, .bpth 
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r^ned as you use them m making pov^er; you must acmd us also half a barrel 
-of the powder made at your Mttlement^ ail which several samples of ingre- 
-dients & powder we would have yousqrdby two conveyances for fear of a 
disappointment. 

31. In your letter of the 31st December 1758, you informed us you should 
send by the latter ships a few specimens of the powder made at your settlement 
& of the materials of which it was made and accordingly transmitted an 
invoice of those articles said to be laden on the Duke of Dorset but upon the 
strictest enquiry we cannot find they were sent by that or any other ship. 
Had they been received we should have been able to have sent you some in¬ 
structions by these conveyances. 

32. The several articles desired by a separate indent for the use of the 
powder works have not been provided as «vcry thing which was thought 
necessary for those works was sent last season with the powder makers, mill¬ 
stones only excepted which are now shipped on the Fox, Warren, Earl of 
Holdernesse and Plassey. 

33. We send you by the ships Warren, Earl of Holdernesse & Plassey 
three cases of cuttings of Sallow, willow and alder in each of the said ships 
& an additional box of willows in the Warren which we recommend to you 
to plant & cultivate as we hope in time you may raise trees for the making 
of proper charcoal to be used in your manufacturing gunpowder. We also 
send you a small box of seeds in each of the said ships that you may raise 
plants from them also. 

34. The necessary directions have been given to the several Captains 
to take care of the said plants & seeds in their passage^ And the proper 
instructions for planting, sowing & managing them on their arrival come a 
number in the several packets by the said ships. 

35. You are to inform us of your proceedings herein, particularly how 
they thrive & which are likely to best answer the purpose, also which of 
the methods we have packed them up in proves best for our future guidance 
when we may send you any more. 

36. We flatter ourselves if you give a due attention to see that the rupees 
coined in your mint are carefully & strictly kept up to the proper standard 
in weight & fineness they will pass currently notwithstanding your appre¬ 
hensions of the Seats throwing obstacles in the way to depreciate their value 
on account as you intimate of its interfering with their interest.^ As this is 
an object we have long had our eye upon, we shall depend upon your using 
every means in your power to promote a free & extensive circulation of the 
money coined at Fort William as otherways the grant for this privilege will 
be of but little use, and your present influence we doubt not will effect it. 

37« By the^Duke of Dorset received the 4 gold Mohucs and 40 Efpca 
> .rupees ookled in^iyoin Mintias also, the piqserjc^ ohsesvatifn» to. 

'.‘^We»liave directed <our acoeoatant to gettlwiaft^txiina-^MMyed /Xmirer, 
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an account wSiereof together with the proper remarks signed by oUr said 
accoimtant you will receive by these conveyances. You will receive also two- 
pairs of assay balances as desired which being made in the most accurate 
manner will be of good use in the mint. 

38. Mr. Anselm Beaumont we have good reason to believe understands 
the nature & methods of coinage so well that he may be of good service to 
us in this branch & we accordingly recommend him to be appointed Mint 
Master. 

Illrdly of Investments 

39. In the lists of Investment for the goods to be provided in Bengal 
the ensuing season now transmitted to you we have been so particular in our 
directions with respect to the quantities and qualities of the several sortments 
to be provided and in our observations upon the goods received from your 
presidency last year that we have only in this place to recommend the same 
to your most carefiil attention & observance, depending upon your using 
all practicable methods to conduct & carry on this important branch of 
business to all possible advantage the situation of affairs will admit of. 

40. In our said list of Investment salt-petre is directed as usual to be pro¬ 
vided agreeable to our general letter; as we have already in our letter of the 
31st of Dec. given such general directions with respect to the provision of this 
article as well for our other presidencies as the ship to be returned diiectly 
from Bengal, it is unnecessary to say any thing further than to refer you 
to those directions. 

IVthly of the Trade of India, Transactions relative to the European Powers, 

Country Government, etc. 

41. Public affairs are in much the same situation as noticed in our letter 
of the 31st of December and great preparations are making on all sides for 
opening the next Campaign with vigour. 

42. The French being in no condition to make head against any of our 
Squadrons at sea have pxirsued a plan for distressing our Trade in general 
by sending out their Frigates of War, as cruisers, & giving commissions 
to a number of privateers. They have succeeded too well in taking a great 
number of British ships, & the more so, on account of the long continuance 
of the westerly winds which prevented his Majesty’s ships getting out to sea. 
However, at last having been favoured with an easterly wind, they have scou¬ 
red the Channel & taken several of the enemy’s frigates and many privateers, 
in particular his Mjgesty’s ship the Minerva of 32 guns and 220 men after 
a most gallant action took & brought into Spithead the Warwick man of 
war of 34 guns, but pierced for 60 havis^ on board 295 men, 74 of which 
are a detachment of King’s Troops. She sailed from Rodifort t^ noth of 
Jan. and was bbvtod to the Isle of France & Bourbon laden Vrith provisionCs], 
kmmunition fty 4 ^ires. The Warwick was taken by the enemy in the West 
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Indies at the commencement of the present war. This is a capture of gr^t 
importance as the French must certsdnly be in great want of supplies, and in 
particular of masts of which vft are informed the Warwick had several for 
capital ships on board. 

43. Our late President & Council in consequence of advices from 
Madras that General Lally had destroyed the houses at Fort. S. David, & 
sold the materials at outcry, took the same resolution of razing to the ground all 
buildings at Chandernagore, but we no where find that the materials were sold 
or received for our account; thus you our Governor & Council will examine 
into, and see that our property has been duly and regularly accounted for. 

44. Whenever the Nabob calls for assistance, you are undoubtedly by treaty, 
& consistent indeed with good policy, obliged to support him, but your own 
prudence will always suggest that great economy should be exercised in these 
expeditions. We are far from expecting any lucrative advantage at the expense 
ofthe Nabob in such occasional aids; let us only be kept free from charge. 
Our interests are now so cemented that these measures become acts of necessity 
and should the Nabob by a wanton and injudicious dissipation of his wealth 
be reduced to poverty, the same dismal consequences we may one day feel as 
we now so heavily experience with Mahmud Ally Cawn*, the Nabob of Arcot. 
This doctrine must be strongly inculcated to our officers & soldiers who have 
hitherto been taught & practised very different lessons. The Nabob ought not 
to be charged a single rupee more for the expense of our troops than we pay our¬ 
selves; it should be understood & considered as a conunon cause. It certainly 
is so, & our military as much in their duty as if they were defending the Fort of 
Calcutta. Frequent largesses from the Nabob to individuals should be dis¬ 
couraged, or our well-meaning & generous support may be his ruin ;& these 
our sentiments he should be made acquainted with. We do not mean to throw 
blame upon our military in these matters; on the contrary, we with pleasure 
confess that their extraordinary bravery & noble actions merit our highest 
praise, and will always entitle them to our favour; nor do our intentions reach 
to a total restriction of all bounties; there may occasions offer when you with 
the Nabob, may think it prudent & necessary. Upon the whole you see our 
views are to restore such order, economy & good management as are suitable 
to a settled & well regulated Government; for the methods & practice, 
we allude to could only be tolerated in a revolution, when all was chaos & 
confusion. 

45. It is our present satisfaction that you our Governor & the Council, 
will rectify these & all other abuses which have crept into almost every branch 
of our affairs, for we indeed have had a large field for complaints. We place an 
unreserved confidence in your honour & zeal to serve us, and doubt not to 
find a very happy renovation in our settlement of Bengal. 

46. The conduct of our late servants towards the Dutch we very highly 
applaud. The Nabob called publicly for our assistance to oppose those he 
deemed his enemies, yet no ads of hostility were exercised against the Dutch 
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iiiAri99% iaguty^oftetht^, 

rating QtMttnpiahc^*,- thifiil^iia^ti'. 
Happytiodebdtithat fh* ''4)#a^#y»"8£ '^6ba toMtiSctf'Sf obi* fifeSipTe^ 

*uch imminent danger, & by glorious & complete “^ctdrifej pi f ti< er v <(H (ibf 
Mttlements. Thf leni^^^owp th<^ PufQb ^pr violence 

ift cpnin^«?nd: km^nepes tja,^ rf^j},to,|^pljeyp 

^ave experienced had the Di^tiph bew victoj^. tlT^e fei|tif»^ior|/p^^gfl:^gpl lye 
hbpe has bwn extenMvely^con^dtjiip^ pr jjlsc,Yp ip 
flerets, for exclave otj wnat w^^re-, pjj^igpdltpjgjvc thq,^qp^9 thq 

o\irners 4emands ibr their spvpra^ ship5 ^TC >fcry h^^iVy, Ti^i de^^fy p/ ilihp ship9 
& cargoes before ample satisfaction was made seems rather imprudent 
&; i^ng^r4pd ,fpr with ^uoh ohicaaiy {chicaning] people it was j;ciflkialy as 
propc? ^ ppcp^sary caution V» hold every thing until theic agreemenits had 
9 n 1 ^^y f^lhUpd; and as this treaty 19 for the mutual safety uf yourselves 
and tbq l^ah^h, do not at any tinle suffer it to be in! the Jea^ infrisiged. 

47. We have received( the ^^abob’s &* J^ugget Seat’s letters & presents. 
Our hnsiv^r to the Nabob comes a number in this packet. Acquaint Jugget 
Seat We receive his present as a proof of his good inclination^ & ppc^re at;' 
tachmfent to qur inter^stj, but as to any return, he has already rejjeAved an am¬ 
ple recompense^ thrpugh the extraordinary generosity of our 4te scrya^Oits, hiS 
visit with die Nabob’s havinj^ cost qs ;^i 2,000* but we shall add no mpre upon, 
this head as we hope we have now better, economists. 

j ^ ) * Ik lU 1 Ml 

48. Wd were in hopes that oar people & effects might have been easily and 
quietly withdrawn from the Negrais^ It is therefore With the litihost concern 
we received the inforenation of the unhappy fate of Mr. Sauthby & the other 
poor people who were cruelly massacred there by the iurmars [Burmese].’ 
If ever It shall be m youi^ power to procure satisfaction for this inhuman act, 
WQ would have you make such use of ft as may deter the Burmars from such 
-cruelties tn future. We have taken the hke notice of this affair the Fort S. 
George Presidency. 

49. Although we had a due sense of the g?kllant behaviour of Qur, troops 

which took hiassulipatam by ptorm^ under the Cpjnmand pf Gplpnei Forde, 
yet we cannot s^dmit of the principle you lay dpwn^^ ^thu,t np part of/ thjc plunder, 
could bp- claimed for the Company except the Artillery ^ h^ihtpf;j^jStores. 
We do presume that by military custom the captors may be entitled to ?pmc 
share, but neither m equity or agreeable to His late Majesty’s grant, can they 
Of QUgbti th9y capept the vdi,ole m such cases, & some pairt a£ least besides 
the artillery & military stores should have been reserved for tha Gaxapatiy^ 
tq]tr^c 4 ^ au/ their expenses on this occasion,^ & >yoar so 

ref^ldy SW!® the^ in the place to the cdpJtors t0smot be 

approved of; especif^ly ag (felww^ Ford© thought ptiopcr to ses<^ ft until he 
reoeaved your orders wh. implied there was not an absolute necj^ity fof 
sdiidi adtstribationv We do not Intend by fhtac'obseivations tb reflect iipdh our 
^at mriyiftiftthiamy nny^dlsOoitimgtments in thekivaV.^ bdx^in'eh^i^^, tk^ 
ahauldlk»i«c5a^^iting b^t att‘i!he sahve tln!e^' thef’hiiier^t' 
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/> / §oij ¥mflayji£mdAilnK&iwiC]tpect;<«he iGompany fhmiid pArtfdce o€ apy 
|diiadfir> drimptims vrhawHiaJMiiQesty’^jdii^ tt atp oonconiQdv prapcs 
klithsoty fi9oito<fhoKmgudboii2d)l;ipB‘0^taak^ by.-us Sot WimiimrHngirit^ fmng ^ as 
youIoalHMart; wiidioutiaicb aut^koritijiF nlaim^cEr oblige ill/b cfapliork to giiire «qi any 
paet^iABiiyca^jdo not adnodvethe patbbU Jiutharto obtained su^cieni £is lliat 
puflppae^^tk 'bafliwbr thereto we ero^taaequunt you that the patooli pwatHmed 
wereiobtajned with, great itroulBk and were^wdil .oonsuterdd^ andxMidiey werb 
intended ao they eertainlljri iterate as well with respect to the Kaqg's JForceP 
as TOUT own. j Yeur dembty tfaecefoxe^ seetns to^tw more a ipaftter oCapeeiiliaticHi 
than any thing/dse^ iSb if any of hid Majesty’s officers shmlld stast any daffi«> 
endties on this point on futmpe acca»ons« yon are to commmuchte the contents 
of the said letters patent to diem, but if even tha^ should not induce their aD3n<- 
pUaneo^ you art; to make the:<jeeoc3sany remonttranoes to them tmd juaffiesn usKsf 
your whole proceedings that mw may apply for redress to His Majesty^ 


51. In your l^elect Committee‘*5 letter of the 29th Dec. 1759 reasons 
are given for protecting Roy Di 4 lu 1 ^ at Calcutta against the resentment of the 
present Nabob, & supporting BLauYiarrain, in the Government pf the Pro¬ 
vince of Bihar, though his being there; is greatly against ttc Nabob’s inclination. 
These are very dangerous measures, & such as ought not to be pt^irsued but 
upon a certain iopvictiop of theif Beipg founded on splid & gppd principle.^ 
Whether they were sp ppi; not you must have been informed by our late Pr^ident 
& CDuncp, & we shall depend upon your address, utmost circumspectjlon & 
care to prevent their operating in any manner to our disadvantage. 


52. Wq approve of your sending to us! the French prisoners account in the 
manner [in?] which we received it by the Calcutta, but we observe that the 
particular charget from. DecendMcr 1758 to May 1759 are wholly omitled in 
that account. ^ 

59. As this matter may become necessary to found a claitp upon, this ab- 
cOunt canhot be kept too minutely. Wfc therefore direct you by the first Oppor- 
tuhity to sdpply die above omission atid you will take care to transmit these 
aecottats to iii fiwn time to time, continued in the most exact methbd, that 
we may not bd coitetrained to refer to you for any explahationlhemof. 

I 

54. Qjloncl Clive’s long illness preventing ourhaviijig any conversation 
with h«q the dispatch of these ^hips upopthc subieqtpf thellTahob’s 
grapt to hiffi 9i? the annual rent* of those lapda now ip our possession, >yjljuch 
was before paid to the Nabob as mentjoned in ^36 th pat^gp^tph of your 
letter of the 29th December 1759, wc must therefore defer giving you our senti- 
gaents jdmreon to another opportunity. 

'' ' ' -^thly ifP6ttai<ktSodf, BJuiKBfigs & Revenues 

ii I j . )*') 1 1 I I 

I 55i’lmtMtpiiiktjftr«fithe3cstDhcemlberhalt,iimiixtimated(wruwmsi]tteuid 

the excessive expmise of our fortifications & diraotad you to puSAifStapctB dwi 
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outworks until our further orders. We have since reflected very seriously upon 
this subject & it plainly appears our late President and Council set out upon 
a plan very different to our intentions, and the tenour of our instructions & 
directions for fortifying Fort William, which had been transmitted from time 
to time, and on which a considerable progress was made before we could 
receive advice thereof. When we reflect further upon what we have undoubted 
information of, that if the works should be completed upon Gapt. Brohier’s 
extensive plan they will not cost so little as £ 600,000, and probably a great 
deal more, besides the amazing expense of maintaining a garrison of 2500 Euro¬ 
peans & 3000 sepoys, which that gentleman calculates will be necessary to 
defend them (though it is true he makes some abatement with respect to the 
present force of the French in India). Considering all these circumstances 
we cannot avoid expressing our great uneasiness uponobserving so great a share 
of our capital in a great measure unnecessarily sunk; for as we are very sensibly 
assured, and indeed it is self-evident that the impropriety of these projected 
extensive wprks is demonstrable from these considerations, they answer no end 
unless a garrison is kept up sufficient for their defence, & if we arc at the ex¬ 
pense of such a garrison they become useless in another sense; for with such 
a force our troops might always take the field & never be under a necessity of 
retiring to them, let the enemy be either Europeans or Country troops. Upon 
the whole we are satisfied a contracted plan agreeable to our intimations and 
directions from time to time, would have fully answered all purposes, and saved 
an infinite expense. This, our late President & Council seem to be fully 
sensible of, though late, as appears by the 77th & 78th paragraphs of the 
general letter of the 29th Dec. 1759, and accordingly ordered Mr. Bro- 
hier to desist from carrying on the outworks for the present. Presuming there¬ 
fore a stop has been put thereto until you receive our further orders, you are to 
take the state of our fortifications under your most serious consideration, 
& make no additions either of outworks or any others, than shall be made [jtV] 
appear to you to be absolutely necessary, and with as little expense as is pos 
sible, & since Mr. Brohier has been so greatly out in his estimates, you are to 
suffer no works to be set about without being as fully satisfied (as circumstances 
will admit) of the probable expense they will amount to; acting herein in such 
manner as you think will send best to answer the purpose of safety to our settle¬ 
ment, as well as frugality, & checking the current of the great drain out of 
our Estate, which the works have hitherto occasioned. With respect to Mr. 
Brohier, as he never had any independent powers from us, nor is it necessary he 
should, he is always to act under your direction and control. If this had been 
carefully attended to by our late President & Council we should not have 
occasion to make these animadversions. 

56. Our reasons & motives for the raising our customs at Calcutta have 
been so fully explained in our letter of the 3rd March 1758, that we shall not 
enlarge here. You gcntleinen will retrospect our directions with the deviations 
that have been made by our late President & Council, and shall rest the sub¬ 
ject upon yoijn* determinations. 
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57* A judicious management & improvement of our new acquired lands 
we must strongly recommend to yomr most serious consideration; it's a very 
extensive object; great circumspection, vigilance & assiduity & integrity 
must be exercised, or we may suffer very heavily either through neglect or mis¬ 
conduct. Peruse our sentiments upon this subject in our letter of the 1 st of April 
1760 & compare them with the rules & regulations laid down before our 
said letter reached Bengal: neither can be in any degree perfect; they may serve 
as outlines to a plan which observation & experience may arr.cnd or alter for 
our benefit. We therefore now revoke all restrictions and if you arc perfectly 
satisfied that no inconvenience can arise from our servants farming any part, 
we shall not object to it, but then assign your reasons for our observation. 
The division of those lands into single lots, and selling them at public auction 
in presence of the Governor & Council are commendable & judicious steps; 
could they hereafter be farmed out in smaller lots, our revenues, we apprehend 
would be greatly increased; and here we reason from experience. Until the year 
1752 our cocoanut Parts [plants] at Bombay were farmed in such large lots as 
very few had abilities to reach, & these few became monopolizers to our great 
detriment. The then collector with the approbation of our Governor and Coun¬ 
cil divided them into very small districts & this farm that upon a medium let for 
rupees 11,000 per annum went for rupees 24,000 & has been increasing from 
that period. One method practised at that presidency we must recommend to 
your consideration. They article in their lease with the farmer to give him upon 
the expiration of his farm a stipulated share of the impovements he may make 
by his application & industry, and this encouragement we have observed has 
produced us considerable benefit. 

58. Great care must be taken that the farmers do not injure or oppress 
the inhabitants; the people should be assembled in every purgunnah, 
the terms and conditions published & they be publicly told'where they 
are to apply for redress of all grievances, and by kind and humane Govern¬ 
ment, numbers may be encouraged to fix their residence in these territories 
& in time all our waste lands may be occupied & greatly improved. 
Our late President & Council we must acknowledge were commendably 
assiduotis in laying down many good rules for the just & equitable manage¬ 
ment of this most important branch; still they do not come up to our intentions. 
The old & common revenues must 'continue with the collector, but he 
is to have no share in the direction of the new lands, not even be of the Com¬ 
mittee. The reasons for this restraint must be obvious, and indeed if the col¬ 
lector attends properly to his duty he will be sufficiently employed in his 
own department. Appointing a committee for the management of these 
new lands, and to hear & redress all grievances falls in with our own 
sentiments, but in this place we shall make a material amendment; for affairs 
of this immense consequence must ever be superintended by the Governor. 
We therefore direct that our president for the time being be always at the 
head of this committee, in all essential business he must give his attendance 
in matters of a triffling nature it is not required; however, every thing must 
be laid before him, and he should sign approved, for we e]q)ect a regular register 
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of) ail itraiafMtiomi) aiinilarit9)your '^podsiCltati>M!iS}.jAiidi' kit)^ ob> 

RVoatiofai and ktonoixiu' te^cf^^ tibcf) mafy'<aametimes iGpen)&«iqfUiiB 
yi^bait'Viie a$ dtn‘x&taxi^e'msyinot aiwiay»!|eoaiprdieiidv-!'&:if‘aMi^ ‘JoieBiber 
dmuM^ diiibr' fidw a&ie > ftbinka'li!^ of nconsQqutoee’^^'tcr'tiii tthst 

hiaf^nlkinwntBr' ahoiiidtie knowti^ Jivi is to'cMer hiS'reaabns upon:>thc^ negibtera 
withiiiS'Mkme’/aibnSxed.'4' '' •)!!■;''." ;'.(>/ s' I'l''-u.f.:i(u. i-fKiri 

'^Q,' 'It’Hf Vaist i^tiensibn ttf dtit 'affkWitBlcin^ai ihtiliK 

^fempt 'our' (rovfcrn'bi* fiftwii' aii^ ^ditionat S\riei^'t ‘‘6f 
dih’ ai’bid It. A^^^at^e" tcttidliy iKat K5s dmohiiileiitk kd4b iib 

prbportibn to Hls ' ib.brdksei! f!iti’;^e '&‘ihte'nsd appllbaiio^ 
a conipfen^atioii artd tb' exdte h'iin to bkdtiiis 'ftio^ zealbtb' eridtajrdi^ <6 
sfcrVe iis,’ We order & direct that oub iPi^iideht M!r; Vahsittkrt of b'iir l^e- 
$rde'nt for tiie* iiih'e be allbWed W dbrisulage or dofiinip&sioSi of 

d,fedlicfed ' frbrti the net ahhukl'fjex^hue of thttife’oiiV'ai6<;(Ulbed“ 
teVri'tOjriesj to be ^aid hifn at the cloie of every year. We know * of '‘tt<y un¬ 
fair perquisites at Calcutta, but if' any'^kvc drept in ‘We expefct tHey ard 
all instantly abolished, 'or we shall ItSent' it tn the' Highest degrefe. We dedUi 
all thpie pbr4bisites ’ unwarrantable St unfair that Have hot oth authority 
or'apprbbatlhh. ■ ' ^ j'■ 

. 1; I f ^ ’ i • , / .. ^ ^ ; i - ' ■ . •' . ‘ ) . ' - , ' 

,, find by yow qonsultatfons that there are .servejsd ^Upw^ncen 

for ,jb9tiaf-tcpt & 9orae h9u^9? purchased , besi)^s tht^ you have advised 
us of in ypur letters,.,The involving us a^t thjs time in so great an expense 
can finly he warranted by the absplute necessity of it, & in, that, case we 
hope that both your contracts & allowances have been made upop a proper 
estimate; yet we cannot sec such charges continually increasing on us with¬ 
out'vetnindirtg you'ln the nittSt* AeHdus hiafthtft' of thd instructions wfc have 
repeatedly ^iveri for youf observing as strict an eOonOrtiy as ii consistent 
with the haturfe bf our Affairs. ‘I ' ' >' 

Vithiy , & Vifthly of Covenant ^ htilitary Servants‘& Accounts 

■ i-.l'.l S'." ■ '( ■ ■ ' ■! .' i . 'J . ■- •>«.'J '■ 

^6 ir. V’bu Were acquainted' in OUr fettfcr of the 2 tiff January last; trarisfcripb’ 
whereofybu will teceiW by aW these 'cbhydyaince^With th'e'hahidS bfthe'CoUh- 
dfl Wfe had appointed ^ to iniaha^ our afeirs ih Bengal ptdvisiorially; uh'til oUt 
further'^plcUiUte' Wa^ k^ified to'ybu. Wd 'hre ‘hoW'ko iUfoWh ybu wk’Wd 
dC hereby ■ appoint &'cOttfifih the said scvetkl' pdr^bns W be CoUhei! 
at bur WesiddUdy of Port Vyillikin', ‘Subjedt to' thfe enquiry you iire tfiereih 
directed to nbikb, viss^ t . 1 * - ■> m "s .-k.i .. 

.,HpH 7 /y»nsittait; Esqp.^. C?^psid|;nt nnd 

,, , ^abscnpe.of.h^ 

. QqvfirnwroH ' 

'■ >1.'hlr.'WilHaQa.’^llM'r) ■> i i 

I''.''.ihlrirBtaicdalieJBKtsMi. . L/f-Equrtho^ i )>- 

■!‘>»''i;Mri>WitHai 4 j'feiU»S'--^ t'-i !?■-!- i'"- 
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i < M;. HanyiVpndbte / < S&thi ^ 

Mr. Harry Smyth Seventh 

Mr. Samuel Waller Eighth 

M^.'Gftllfiii^ Smith Wfntih 

) i A J ' 1 1 ^ 

62.^ W^en any yacanciefi happen in (He Gpuncil by* the death, 
ipg aw^y/^r otherwjw,ojT j^py of ^e bijf^rfSpBwotionedd members such vacahbiek 
are to be filled up by the next persons in,stSnding.ii|K)n /the list of covenant 
Servants until our further pleasure is signified to you provided there ate no 
reasoriablfe bbj^ctlons to theW ci^adties, chktafctfei^Of dircumstapees. 

63^ Whenever you 4 clibe|:ate on mdlitaxijif affairs or any makers relative 
thereto,^ Colonel Qpote (if pn th<^ spot) is constantly to bo at the Council 
as an additional jenepaber 8 e; have a voice at the Board, as'is also Major John 
Carnac or the Major of our forces for the time being (if on the spot)* Colomd 
Coote’s seat therein is to be next below the President and the Major’s next 
to Mr. Amyatt of the second in Coiincil fdr thh^ time being. ‘ 

1 A , > I ' * 

64. ^ We also hereby order St ().ircct that yo^r Select Committee btfi 
composed of tjhe following persons, v^^. 

Henry Vansittart Esqr. (President) 

) « j ' 

Colonel Eyre Coote When military affairs only are under deli¬ 

beration, if on the apot. 

Peter Amyatt Esqr. 

Major John 6arnac When miiitary affairs only are under delie 

i tJ 4 .* * * *1* * ^ 

Deration, 11 on the spot. 

Mr. William Ellis .. ‘ 

and whenevei; by dqath or otherwise the s^id Cor^ittee^s reduced Under 
the number th? vacancies are to be filled up by the rexnsdning ipemben 

of the said Committee with such person or persons as they ^xaU think fit. 

65. We also further direct, that whensoever Fort William shall have 
the misfortune of being attacl^ed by any eneany> ^be powers of the fCovernor 
& Council sp,far af respects its defence then to be suspended iSt, the 
sole authority is to ^evqfve on thp Jfo^Iowipg namcjd persons,^ ip which it is 
to exiS^JorW Ic^g as the-^t^apk or danger ^on^nues ^ no longer, agrepable 
to our airections on this head in our general letter of the^ $!3rd March 175^ via. 

Henry Vansittart Esqr. or the Govr. for the time being. 

Oolohel 'Eytr Gootd if dh the shdf, the' Cbttttiiander in Chief 

’ for fh^ timd bdm^. ' 

PWer^^fexiyatt Esbr-.' ' ^ ' 

JohiHialhiad " oir the* Gdnipkny’s'Major for the time bdih|^ 

ThCj. , #f tin^Ci^eiog, ijfon thqwo|. } / 

and u^henewiOiiiKb Goslenunnit-shall* cxiit '’fbt siomber of it» mekubeta 
be jW 9 (ys;jl»dwtcd btd(b«^j>11m,saMiieamliti8hflqeiit of .five th& Vacantiei 
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arc to be filled up by the remaining members, with such person or persons 
as they shall think fit. 

66. Although in the beforegoing directions Colonel Coote is to be of 
Council only on Military Affairs, yet we do further order, that if any of e 
matters mentioned on the 134th paragraph of our generd letter of the 23rd 
of March 1759 come under examination & consideration, he is then so 
to have a seat &, a voice at the Board. 

67. In case General Lawrence, who is as you will observe in a follow 
ing part of this letter appointed Commander in Chief of all^ our forces in 
India, shall at any time be in Bengal, he is to have a seat in Council 

at your Committee in which notwithstanding the former directions he is 
to have the precedence of Col. Coote in the rank and manner herea ter 
mentioned. 

68. In our letter of the 31st of December we gave you the naincs of the 
persons appointed to be the Governor & Council at our Presidency of 
Fort S. George. We are now for your further information to acquamt you 
that the Select Committee at that place is composed of the following per¬ 
sons, viz. 

George Pigott Esqr. President & Govr. 

Robert Palk Esqr. 

Mr. Charles Bourchier 

The person who Commands in Chief the Company’s own Forces 
President & Council when military affairs only arc under deliberation. 

Mr. John Call. 

69. General Lawrence is to have a seat in Council and the Committee 
at that Presidency in like manner as noticed with respect to Bengal m case 
of his proceeding to you. 


70. Of the four young gentlemen you were advised in our letter of the 
31st of Dec. to be appointed writers on the Bengal Establishment two of them, 
viz. Mr. WUliam Majendie and Mr. Nicolas Grueber took their passage on 
the Hawke, George Vansittart now proceeds in the Fox, and Samuel Bar .0- 
lomew Case in the Warren. 


71. Mr. William Shewen who had leave from the President & Council 
to come to Europe for the reeovery of his health, being perfectly well, remrns 
to his station as a writer in the Warren. As this was a c^ of necessity we 
do agree that he take rank in the same manner as if he h^ not come to 
England, his absence not being [A] to affect his standing in the service. 

72. Mr. Ralph Leycester who had been under the 

of bad health to come to England, not being m yet m a cation to return 
<0 hU station we have dispensed with his proceeding until the ne« season 
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and agreed also that his absence is not to affect his standing in the service 
but that he take rank in the same manner as if he had not come to England 
which will be among the junior merchants. 

73. Mr. Thomas Amphlett a writer upon the Fort S. George establish¬ 
ment being by leave from the President & Council there now at your Pre¬ 
sidency and as we are informed usefully employed under our Engineer, we 
therefore direct that he be fixed as a covenant servant upon the Fort William 
Establishment & take rank according to his standing at Fort S. George, 
he arriving there on the 5th July 1756. 

74. You were acquainted in our letter of the ist of April 1760 that 
it had not been in our power to examine so minutely into the charge against 
Mr. Paul Richd. Pcarkes and his defence with respect to his provision of 
Salt-petre during his being chief of Patna as we intended to do on our having 
more leisure. We are now to inform you that having since made such enquiry 
we arc satisfied the President & Council’s detennination upon the conduct 
of Mr. Pearkes is well founded. It appearing he had imposed two merchants 
upon them as having made a contract for Salt-petre who did not exist, whilst 
himself was covertly the contractor, that he purchased the petre at Rs. 3 
Ans. 4 per Maund wh. he invoiced at Rs 5 ans. 2 per maund to the Company 
& that he unjustly converted our carconnahs to his own use & profit 
rendering himself thereby guilty of a breach of the trust reposed in him we 
therefore not only approve of the President & Council’s suspending Mr. 
Pearkes from a seat in Council, but we are now to add that it is our order he 
be forthwith dismissed from our Service & his name be accordingly struck 
out of the list of covenant servants. However, in consideration of his former 
services, we do agree that he may have liberty to continue in India under free 
merchant’s covenant if he chooses so to do. 

75. We must here remark that his unfaithful conduct was first dis¬ 
covered by Mr. Amyatt & the enquiry into it prosecuted upon President 
Clive’s coming to the Chair, which we mention to the honour of those gentle¬ 
men. We further remark that Mr. Pearkes in his defence infers from his 
attornies & himself being paid for the Salt-petre on its being brought down 
to Fort William that President Drake & his Council must know it was on 
his account. This certainly has the appearance of great inattention at least 
if not a connivance at Mr. Pearkes’s conduct that no suspicions should 
arise or discoveries be made at that time, and in particular it is very extra¬ 
ordinary that Mr. Becher & Mr. Boddam two of the then members of 
the Board who were Mr. Pearkes’s said attornies, & who as such it is very 
natural to suppose must be apprized of his collusion did not make a dis¬ 
covery or at least give some intimations tending thereto. We have dwelt the 
longer on Mr. Pearkes’s case to show how much we have suffered & 
may suffer by fraud on one hand & inattention on the other, and in order 
that you may be consbmtly on your guard to prevent and detect as much 
as lays in your power all fraudulent practices. 





, ,, 7 , 6 . ^vc spv;<?r^ p<?l^na tHw ff^ OTcppd, 

^o ^d jn4ia(^ fre? i^cyphAAts, ,jw tl^e ^-|^ipg 

as will appear by the accompanying ^ ^ ^ ,f,„ 

77* We appointed Mr. More, one of our Chaplains at your presidency 
ai^ w«<hav)e)repeited oiaf» orders that Mr. Bi&tBei' shbuM re^aii* W iPcrt Marl¬ 
borough fof whidh. place #e cnigftiAily apfibiilSted ‘ftiia Qiaplalh but to 'OUr 
great ^rpri^ we fii4d adexchohge h^ bfceri'tfiadO, oUr otddrti fetdkc, *8^ 
Mr. Mbre'gratified Upcfti thtf ridkt^Ous pretefldiJ ttiat he dirP'live th^pei* 
at'BencOoldh Whed the eOfttihry iS nbtoiiotM. He aWd all cftherS in life SHthaiSdn 
are acquainted in England with their aevetUl' atlowancOS & If they d6 hot 
reach their expectations they must find their way home again. Put with 
respect to Mr. ^ore we are not unacquainted with the true motive!, that 
infiueticed him ^o the removal, thishehaviour ip disobedience to our dircuftions 
with other reasons that thight be as signed have induced us to dismiss Mr. hfore 
from our Service and give ordcfs to the President & Council of ^ort Marl¬ 
borough to send him home by the way of Ch^na or any other conveyance that 
may ofler. tf ouv ‘orders ^re to be treated in this manner there will soon 
pc an end to all subordination & good Government. Our late Governor 
& Council took too many liberties of this kind and they ought not to haVe 
iiUfTered qr cphnived at this instance ip particular which as it canpof hut 
bo displeasing to us we hppe from what has been said ypu will not tread in 
the liite steps. ^ 

7$. With vespbct to Mr. Butltir yoU may imagine this tramabtion cannot 
bdt n&oke an impression on us not very favourable and so we would you 
inform him. > 

79, 4 * thci;c yvill be a vacancy pf thp Chaplainship at Fort Marlborough 
by the dismission of Mr. More it is to filled up either by Mr, Butler according 
to our original orders or by a gentleman we shall send out for that purpose 
on one of the lattcf coast >& bky ships who is to take his passagb for Fort 
Mstrlboitbugh on the first proper conveyance. However its Mr. Butler has 
been > some botisiderable time in Bengal wd are for that reason inchned to 
continue him one of your Chapimnsifyouchooseitthat [fuQ if he proceed® 
to Fort Manlboroogh then the sard^gectclesmin is to be tme tif oar-Cha^aizts 
at Fort WfUiahi upon the same teiins and* eondatio'ils nob dthCrways 
as -directed in tmr letter df the agrd pf January 1759,'Upon our appointing 
Mr. More aqd Cape our ChapUuns. 1 i 

I . > ‘ 

i 80. Apot^jr, ipstaper q^t President &. ^upfU’s disregard of 

ps WO? ^hq^ppdmg jto Fgrt 3 . Honpqck to ^ep'^spr- 

gppn^ at^ (^s^hpb^r , pp«?p. .thc^ Bpngal je^tphlisl^mePh npthipg 

more oj M19. I^cojok’s ahUiti^ therp Crpm wipp Ji^ h^n mu^ntioped ip 
1^ci^^l,qtjljar of l^pc. ^759 therefore, objet^ to Jt^^oflpoiptraept 
^^pU?Ppnl 3 r,as 4 ^c,^rt^iply wpst hcj^ow, desety^ ifif?'fpnSfpa,|;b 4 sp<;^ 

?|aRqscq^tJpqj^^,h®<4^=4.hY.<>«b’5® ^ ^vyfipcc^sgttlptd 

upop him of 3600 D[asmasa] 







hcfebiy%^sf|;«^r{Uid«*nQd’tar(t^ 7 tiiatitli^ attoitiinc^ K»S!ufgdbtAfr Myotik 
^iJxilBdUlniltA'tielitlcnu^ lie paid' hiaa and he moiv. ' ^ 

* j I ‘‘ffri ■> 5 <' ‘ » 1 i 

8i. Mr. Wotton Braham who has served many years with reputation 
as 9ur .svy^gieon at Mavihoroaghi Ihang desirous of residing ih Bengal, 
we dp rthereCore 'directi ehe£ he ^ sucdced to- dne of (he Smt vaeancles 
of prtncipcd surgeon chat shalL happen by-the deaths (ftming away orochfcrwaj;^ 
of Mr. William Fullerton or the successor of Mr. Greorge Gray or aftef> hny 
other person who shaljl be one of the principal spr^eons at t^e time of his 
tl>e saict'MrJ ^Eji'atyim'a arrival at ^qri Wiltiapi our meaning teing tpat neither 
of thi'pl^rsons who shall be it that tiny: our princi|>a| surgeons is to be displaced 
or supercMe^ on h'js account even though one of thfctn shpuld be the before- 
mentionM h|r,' llariqock, ^ if you approve of hinji. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ftil Wfc' hinndt pAiS over the pehsidh illbwed to flllrtr. Maplethfif Without 
a rentatk too ’rupees i month is a lavish allhwdhce & iJcrtifrary to itfl pre- 
ced^f, the rank df Her Husband' do#Hider 4 d.‘ StilfiVe Shall piifrAit its 
contimkaftde during hfcr Wido^hobdi aS We bbSerVe she hiS U vUty tdVge fariiily* 
bul this iSfnst'hot be youb’ftlthife Wle as we ttittainiy diUll hot Sulfei^ it iti in^ 
other insfenee. ' > I > 

« 

I 

83^ Since it has he®ll I repeatedly ^ strepaupu^ requested that our 
allowance of 4000 R. per annum be continued to the Export Warehouse Reeped 
we acquiesce, but then we shall always expect that the persons appointed 
to this pdst are the mdSt capablu knd deifervihg. ^ 

, \ t t 1 ' 

84'. Ap we shall eontinue to supply yd* With cxlvehaiit SerVdnk &dni 
hence annually wed® fiot therefore think pfopler to appoint Mr. JbhnHackett 
and Mr, John Verdst as such mentioned in your general letters of the agth 
Dec, 1759 Jk 3rd March 1766. 

t ! 1 I 

W,9 (think it yqry cxtraor 4 iu?ry thi^t uo one qf our owto servants 
should be employed to bring up the General Books of your Presidency and 
that Mr. William Magee a free merchant should be appointed to this 
service kt th(^‘extrahf‘(fln|lfy’ ^llowa'nde 6f ’^8^560 ^rept Rupees ’ a year. We 
Upprthehd before this’ rdit^hes you undertaking is cortipleted if pot Mr- 
Magd^ to be Continued Ho longer ibap the* said ’Books are finished, ai^d 
they are in future id Be kept agrdeable to thd constant practice t>y one o 
our covenaill s ervant?. 

,11 ' ' 

86. We cannot (to® nmph commend the gallant behaviour ^f OUf toVenant 
Servants who acted in a military capacity under the^ cypijpa^ind qf Cqlonel 
Forde in il^e t^te^affair witk the jiutek. Wp would have yqj^ them knqvsf 
it hadg^lvcn^irs tke highest pati^lacu'oh, the only fllay ty which is the Joss of 
tkat| 4 tc y^ry yaWkfe yqung man Mr. ^ider whp upfpptui^atiehf fipB it* th€| 

^ptio^. j , f^j/ I ' ■> “1 il j 1 ' tjj 1 u 
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-If ^l^eidy aHVIsed <hkt ^ tibuld^ riot *«(!*<! any 

rectriiwir<#‘oHt'0ii^lB5ri«arf^tHiMWyttfon'iU^^ kOfcdmiribt^tmg tkd‘King’^s 
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Troops with a passage leaves no room in the Company’s shipping for our 
own except however some cadets whose names 9 c ranks are mentioned in 
our letter of the 31st of December dast. 

88. In addition to those cadets we have since appointed the 
following named persons who are also to be preferred in turn according to 
their behaviour, viz. Benjamin Spooner, George Thomson and John 
Bowen. 

89. Mr. Lauchlin Me Lean who had served the Company in a military 
capacity at our presidencies of Fort S. George and Fort William upwards 
of eight years having applied to us to be again employed and finding by 
certificates as well from your presidency as others separately from Mr. Pigot, 
Mr. Clive and General Lawrence that he has behaved to satisfaction during 
the whole time of his being in the Service, and it appearing further that he 
resigned his commission of Lieutenant at your presidency on account 
only of his wounds and bad state of health of which he is now recovered, 
we have thought proper to restore him again to our service on the Bengal 
Establishment on which he is to be Senior First Lieutenant on his arrival. He 
is also to succeed to the Command of the first vacant Company that shall 
happen after his arrival next after any person is provided for who has been 
already reconunended by us if any such there is. He proceeds to his station on 
[....]. 

90. We find the said Mr. Mclean applied to the President and Council 
for a furlough to come to England for the recovery of his Health and although 
it could not consistently with the method of our service be complied with, 
yet if a favour of this kind could have been granted, it was certainly due to 
Mr. Mclean, but as we do not allow of such a measure we recommend it 
to you in all similar compassionate cases to inform us very particularly of 
the merits and services of any persons who in like manner desire to come 
to England, that we may return them to their stations if we find them deserv¬ 
ing. 

91. In order to prevent our being put to the Expense of supernumerary 
officers in our troops which we have had too much reason to complain of 
we do direct, that no officer be appointed until there is a vacancy; and that 
we may know how you comply with this direction, you are to give us a very 
particular account from time to time in your letters of every appointment 
or promotion in our military service, also how and in what manner vacancies 
happen to make room for such appointment or promotion. 

92. We think it a very happy circumstance that Stringer Lawrence 
Esqr. has oficred to take upon him again the command of the Company’s 
forces in the East Indies. That he may be of as much use in this station as 
possible his Majesty has been pleased upon our application as well as from 
a gracious sense of his merit to grant him a Brevet to be a Major General 
in the East Indies only, imder which commission he will also have the com¬ 
mand of all the I^ii^’s forces as the superior officer to all now in India. 




13 MARCH 1761 


9> 

93. General Lawrence is appointed by our conunission Commander- 
in-Ghief (as beforementioncd) of all our military forces in the East Indies 
under our respective presidencies, that is to say our presidency of Fort S. 
George and the several settlements and Places subordinate thereto whenever 
he shall be present and reside in any part of the said presidency subject how¬ 
ever to the orders & directions of the Governor & Council there, he is in 
the same manner to command our forces at your presidency, Bombay & Fort 
Marlborough, if our service shall ever require it and his health will permit. 

94. Although as is beforementioned General Lawrence may by virtue 
of our commission act at any of our presidencies, yet as the principal scene 
of action has been & is likely to continue on the coast of Choromandel 
we apprehend his residence will be generally, if not altogether, at our pre¬ 
sidency of Fort S. Gcrrge. 

95. In case General Lawrence shall ever come to your presidency he 
is in like manner as at Fort S. George to be an additional member to our 
General Council, also to the Select Committee and to that on wh. the 
Government is to devolve in case Fort William shall have the misfortune 
of being attacked and all others where he may be of use, his rank in the 
said Council and Committee is to be the next below the Governor, and he 
is to have a constant seat and voice therein in the same manner as any other 
member. 

96. General Lawrence’s salary or appointment as Commander of our 
forces and for all other services is to be 1,500 per annum certain to be paid 
by qua[r]terly or half-yearly payments as will be most agreeable to him, to 
commence upon his arrival at Fort S. George (when an annuity of £500 
a year we now allow him ceases until his arrival in England again). The 
said £1,500 a year is to be paid in full consideration for all services, charges, 
allowances and expenses whatsoever in India except batta in the field, and 
travelling expenses on his proceeding from one presidency to another. 

97. It remains only to recommend it to you in case of General Lawrence’s 
coming to your presidency to let us have the best use of his abilities by settling 
matters and co-operating with each other with all possible harmony in every 
instance which comes under your consideration any way tending to the Com¬ 
pany’s Interest. 

98. When Colonel Goote is in Bengal he is to have the command of the 
Company’s as well the King’s Foices, by virtue of the commission we gave 
him for that purpose, and agreeable to the directions in our letter of the 23rd 
of March 1759 except only at such time or times as General Lawrence may 
happen to be there if that shall ever happen to be the case. 

99. Having in our former letters informed you of the appointment of 
John Gamac Esqr. to be Major of our forces in Bengal we are only to add 
that we now send his commission which is dated the 21st of Nov. 175 the 
time when we appointed him to that station. 



LBlTBR nfiM POURT 


ripo> iAat VV 9 Rwke no ^oubttekihar 42p4oiusl Cbote eri Ma^trnOaziilkc or 
both:ari% lb iBvnsaV C!olo»d Qaillaud in tlijer«foiie.to'|iroee«d fisrthtntlK Do 
his'tt9>ti<)n of to our forces at Farit Georgeagreeabte.to tho'appoint* 

m pur Geiiefftl LettePof tbe it3rd of bfordi t759) but if^Coknidi GootP 
is not in Sangal then vre would have Colonel Qaillaud tlilcs the Chief dod»natul 
of our ibrees in his^ room. > < > 

toi. We kave it the pressing instance of the wife of I^ieutenant fire¬ 
worker ^aul Nedrick advanced her the sum of jQzo to relieve her necessities. 
Yovi arc^ther^ore to r^qtfire the repbyiuPUt of thajt sum of the said iaeijtenant 
and inform him that he 4 in future to remit by bill w us the monoy requisite 
fot the support of his famdy* ^ do not choose on any accoMnt to make 
advances ^ere to the fplations pr others pf any of our servants abroad whatever 
their station may be on account of the endless trouble such a praOtif» (besides 
the hazard) will certainly be attended with, we would have you discou¬ 
rage any attempt of this kind. 

102. Upon Capt. Gaup’s arrival in England he made an application 
to the same effect as he had done both, at ©ur presidency and at Fort George 
to be allowed off reckonings for non-effective men in his Company of Swiss, 
which was deemed & appeared to be s^ch an unreasonable claim that we 
have given him for answer he was not by contract or any other w^ys enti- 
tuled jriV] to any further allowance than what he acknowledges tp have 
received for effective men only. 

103. In Capt. Gaup's said application there was another claim however, 
which requires some notice. He alleged that there was flue to him in Bengal 
the sum of A. Rs. 3,390 being for 15 rupees a day, from the ist of December 

1757 to the 14th July 1758 the time he sayp he was eldest captain or commandant 
of all the Detachments of the Company’s Troops. We find Capt. Gaup did 
make un application to the President & Council for batta a^ler tfic rate 
of 15 rupees a day from the loth of September 1757 to the middle of July 

1758 and was thereupon (very justly) informed the Company allow of no 

batta to tfieif pflSeers in garrjson. Consesquently he could expect none for 
the time he acted as Commandant at Fort William but that he would be 
allowed it ibr the time he was bonunandbnt at Sydabad, but as it does not 
appear to us if any or what batta was paid to him, or whether in fact he is 
entituled to any, we acquainted him if he would state his claim ia particular 
on this Sydabad account. We would write to you to settle the same in an 
equitable manner, a td ■'inform us of the amoudt of what shall appear due 
(if any) which should then be paid to him or his repniisentative in England. 
Although this was our detennination in May last, no such accolint hat been 
produced from that time to this. However, we would have you itasdcc the 
best enquiry you can intb this last mentioned Claim and report the facts as 
they appear to you together with your ^ppinjoii thereupon jn ^fUjr next 
advices. . , r, 

104. 1 $ js rqal salis&otioa that wfe Isave iu3''Bwis8 Companies subsisting, 
as the officers hav/6 been the occaSfonofaaaoh'tiMniblehothtait home iSedbroady 





by pr»vif^ ^ imc«a«o<^abl« y^q^t^^ons aod i}{)ini»^j whiqb 

i£ jcproplipii jieitb -wquld op trfkw.qf f\\ qQiw¥liu«K^<» qipoag 

our English troops. 

^ L * 

lp5. You will Iwrpwith ^cc/pive a letter <W Ayditpr pontaining sqmc 
rem^ks on yoi^r boqks ^ acooqntsr and as tbe aanve haj> be^ approyecl 
by ps yop 9^r<^ tp q-t^end to observations therein made a^ consider what 
he rcQpnupends for the improyms yopr books as our qtpress dircctipjcp 
for that purpose. 

106. By the 23rd paragraph of ouf letter dated 8th March 1758 wp 
directed that the stirpluses arising from the nabob’s restitution to the Euro¬ 
pean sufferers should be reserved for the Company’s use, and as the reasons 
we gave for such reservation were founded in the strictest equity we cannot 
but complain that you have not in express terms informed us of your inten¬ 
tion of applying those surpluses accordingly. 

i 

107. Indeed by the 119th paragraph of your letter of the 29th I>ec„ 
1759 you intimate that you shall take into futuie consideiation the balance 
lemainmg,after the allow^cq of 20 per cent to the Europeans for interest op 
their principal as established by the Commissioners, We therefore trust, 
that you have carried that balance to our credit. But here wo must express 
our surprize that after we had remonstrated to you on the allowance of 15 
per cent on the Euiopean sufferer^’ claims you should still order an advance 
of 5 per cent more, for we cannot suppose this 20 per cent to be any other than 
an augmentation of the 15 per cent first intended. 

108. However, to obviate the least; appearance of a tot) rigid parsimony 
on oui part or of our balancing too strictly the real losses of the European 
aqd other sufferers, we shall acquiesce m the allowance of 20 per, cent, wfi. 
you have agifeed to make for intcicst on tlieir established claims, but you mus^ 
observe that this allowance is to be for the whole of interest & not in addition 
to the 15 per cent stated in the estimate of their fosses entered a.p the foot of 
the Commissioners letter in your epnsuit^tions Oc^ 1757 received per Eli¬ 
zabeth, but omitted in those afterwards received per Marlbro*. 

log. Yet we must here remark that the reason assigned by you for mahing 
this allowance of 20 per cent appears to us of a very extraordinary nature foe 
had you adverted or adhered to our instructions concerning the surpluses of 
the restitutiqn rnoney you would rather have offered some argument for the 
reasonableness of such an alfowance than have made it merely because there 
would be a surphis. remaining when the whole of the Nabob’s stipulation wa*^ 
complied with. 

110. I'his therefore is a circumstance that seems to njbake it necessary 
for us to renew our former orders on this subject and we hereby require that 
the furpluse* nabc^’s treaty if restitution Jl>e dtyosited in 

youf tf!5awFy*,tP 1?^ aflphed t^tftuch,purjW!Pm aiSiWemay deem moat cr?)nducive 
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to the protection & well being of our settlements in Bengal, & consequently 
to the future safety and advantage of all our servants on that establislmcnt. 

111. Under this restriction we shall say the less of your omission of the 
charges incurred on account of collecting the sums paid imder the treaty, 
which no where appear, though they ought to have been carried to the several 
funds in their respective proportions as, indeed, we expected would have been 
done from the instructions mentioned in yotur consultations of the 15th May 
1758, to be given to Mr. Scrafton* for his specifying that Expense in order 
to your deb[i]ting the European sufferers for the proportion thereof, but as this 
has not been done we now consent that this charge should be taken from the 
surpluses by which means the several sufferers (the European at least) will 
receive the full amount of their losses with a more than adequate interest for 
the same. 

112. The observation you make in the 120th paragraph of your letter 
that the balance of the account of the nabob’s restitution to the Company 
will be considerably in our favour, can hold good in a general and gross cal¬ 
culation only, for the incidental charges we have been at in consequence of 
the capture, with a variety of connective losses which it is impossible to esti¬ 
mate, may easily be conceived to be greater than the computed balance in 
our favour. To enumerate these charges of losses would only be to repeat 
what we observe to you in our letter of the 8th March 1758 and which were 
the grounds of our order relative to the surpluses. 

113. With respect to the applications that have been made to you on 
account of the bonds said to be lost at the capture, we do by no means approve 
of your paying or giving new bonds for any part of those demands until such 
time as our auditor’s remarks on the debt at interest (sent you per Ajax 
Stormont & c.) shall have been complied with by stating all the accounts 
thereof in separate books. And when the same shall be completed we direct 
you to send us a report on each particular account whereon there shall ap¬ 
pear a remaining balance by which means we shall be enabled to judge of 
the same and shall then give you further instructions herein. 

114. You acquaint us that you had laid before the Commissioners of 
restitution our demand on that fund on account of Deepchund’s deposit and 
we observe the extraordinary decision given by them in relation thereto. 
But we cannot conceive what necessity there could be for proof of the identity 
of the rupees lodged in our treasury for safe custody only. However as we 
find that what can be construed in our disfavour is likely to be so, and that the 
equity of the case will not suffice unless every point of law is fully on our side, 
we have ordered this case also to be laid before Council for their opinion and 
we shall acquaint you by the next conveyance how far we are resolved to 
prosecute our right to this claim. 

115. It is with equal surprize & concern that we see such little atten¬ 
tion paid to oui?* orders in many material cases. That of the Doddaley's 
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Cotton now before us is a striking instance thereof. We know not which to 
complain of most : the readiness which has appeared in deciding this matter 
in our disfavour or the disregard since shown to our orders on this subject in 
our letter of the 3rd March 1758. In reply thereto you only refer us back to 
your former account of that transaction, though the orders we gave suhsc' 
quent thereto was a manifest proof that th? account referred to was not a 
all satisfactory to us. 

116. We can by no means admit of the plea that due regard was had to- 
this matter in estimating the Company’s losses and restitution thereon for we 
have too much reason to fear that your estimate will, in the end, be found to 
be far short of our i cal losses. 

117. But not to swell our letters with irksome remonstrances we must 
here inform you that we are not inclined to acquiesce in the decision you 
have thought proper to give in this affair. For having ordered the case to 
be laid before the Coimcil for their opinion we arc determined to abide by the 
same and when returned to us we shall give you directions accordingly. 

118. Since the resettling at Fort William many necessary books and pa¬ 
pers which used always to be transmitted to us have been omitted to be sent 
or at least not so regularly as they ought to be for instance. 

119. No general Books are received for the year ending in April 1759 
indeed this is in some measure accounted for in your letter of the 29th of 
Dec. the same year but as we apprehend you will be able in future to complete 
them in proper lime they must without fail be sent us by the first annual con¬ 
veyances. 

120. Yotir cash & treasury accotints to Dec. 1759 have been omitted 
to be sent regularly & separately as usual, no general books have been re¬ 
ceived from Dacca or Gossimbuzar, since 1755, no accemnt of charges gen¬ 
eral from the last named place since 1754, no consultations from Dacca 
since Dec. 1757 nor any general books from Luckipore since April 1756. 

121. We received only one list of burials and christnings from your 
Chaplain in 1760 which ought to come in duplicate at least and brought up 
to the time of the last conveyance. 

122. No lists of the salary pay and allowance to our covenant & military 
servants had been received since the year 1755 zdthough so necessary & 
useful a paper for our information; neither do we receive as has been always 
accustomary lists of the inhabitants, free merchants and seafaring people; 
lists of ships importing and exporting are likewise omitted as are also the pro- 
ceeding[s] of the quarter sessions for the year 1759. And muster rolls of our 
Military though these last are expressly said to be sent by the Royal George. 
And another very material list has been omitted which is that of the military 
officers with the dates of their respective commissions. 

10 
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123. At Fort S. George and Bombay particular books are k^t & 
transmitted annually to us in which are entered all grants, contracts, cowles, 
1 eases, agreements, commissions to military officers and others, with other 
matters of the like kind. This method has been omitted at your presidency 
but must be taken up & carefully observed by you in future, in order for our 
receiving such books annually. 

124. The beforegoing notices will sufficiently point out how deficient you 
have been in transmitting to us many necessary books and papers without our 
entering into any further particulars wh. we could easily do. Your own 
discretion will guide you to supply us with every other book and paper which 
are proper for our information, and president Vansittart from the experience 
he has had of the method in which business is transacted at Fort S. George 
will be greatly assistii^ herein and we accordingly recommend this matter to 
his particular attention. 

125. You acquaint us in your letter of the 3rd of Feb. that it was probable 
the Royal George might arrive in England before the ships Calcutta & Hard- 
wicke. You had omitted inserting the particulars of the Bills drawn by 
them in the triplicate letter sent by the Royal George lest we might be dis¬ 
tressed by not having the Cargoes of those Ships to answer so large a demand. 
As you imagined so it happened that the Royal George arrived upward of two 
months before the others, but your precaution was useless. The duplicates 
or triplicates of most of those bills were immediately presented and although 
we could not accept them in form for want of the said particulars yet their 
time went on from the day of their presentment according to the custom of 
merchants, & as this must always be the case your duplicate & triplicate 
letters are always to be exact transcripts of the originals not only with respect 
to bills but to every thing else. 

126. You are guilty of a great omission in advising the bills drawn upon 
us which is the occasion of much trouble and may be attended sometimes 
vrith very bad consequences which is the constantly leaving out the dates of 
them in your letters. You must therefore not only see that this particular is 
rectified in future but that the utmost exactness is observed both with respect 
*0 the bills themselves and the advices relating to them. 

127. This caution with respect to the bills themselves is apparently neces¬ 
sary from the mistakes we continually find in them in the names, sums and 
other particulars the result of carelessness in the persons who write and those 
who examine them. We could point out many instances but we shall only 
berc take notice of two. By the Royal George you advised a bill payable to 
Martin Stone & Blackwell which by the bill was payable to Ironside, Bel- 
ohier & Howe ; and by the Calcutta a bill payable to Sir Edward Clive and 
Messrs. Belchiers Richard Clive and King was drawn for ,(^ii666-i6s-8d 
sterling instesul of ,^10666- i6s-8d which last was the real amotmt of the 
rupees paid/nto cash for it. 
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ia8. As you are sensible the writing business has been very indifferently 
executed we shall depend upon your taking such care in this respect that we 
may have no occasion to find fault in future which we cannot avoid saying Wt 
have too often had reason to do. 

Vlllthly concerning the Charter 

lag. The power you had by the former commission to try pirates having 
ceased upon the demise of his late Majesty made it necessary for us to obtain 
a renewed commission for that purpose from the present King which we 
send you by the ship Warren. 

IXthly of his Majesty’s Squadron & Land Forces 

130. The land forces wh. proceed by his Majesty’s command to the 
East Indies this season are about 76 recruits for Colonel Draper’s battallion 
in the ship Hawke. Five independent Companies consisting nearly of the 
number of 600 men commission & non-commission Officers included in 
the ships Pitt, Warren, Earl of Holdemesse, Fox & Plassy all these go directly 
to Fort St. George, besides the before-mentioned troops about 40 men for Colo¬ 
nel Coot’s battallion and about 70 more for that of Colonel Morris’s; Officers 
included will be embarked on the Bombay ships for want of room in the ships 
bound to the Coast and Bay, which the President & Council of Bombay 
will have directions to forward to your side of India by the first proper con¬ 
veyances. 

131. We are informed by proper authority that the said five independent 
companies now going to India are to be incorporated with the four companies 
(of the 70th or Colonel Parslow’s regiment) which went last season by the way 
of Bombay to form a battallion for Colonel Monson in which battallion there 
are to be two Majors, viz. Major William Piers who went out last year, 
and Major Charles Chapman who proceeds on one of these ships. 

133. The said battallion is to be upon the same footing with respect to 
difference of pay and other allowances as those already in India, and in course 
Colonel Monson is to be allowed £ 400 a year, and the Majors Piers and 
Chapman £ 200 a year each to defray the expense of house rent and entertain¬ 
ing their officers at such time as they jhall think fit which said allowances of 
^400 and £200 each to the Colonel and Majors are to be in full considera¬ 
tion for all those gentlemen’s expenses, batta in the field excepted. 

-133, We give the usual directions to the commanders of the several ships 
on which the King’s Troops take their passage for their good usage on board 
as also for the surgeons attending upon and taking care of them for which 
they arc to be paid the same head money as for our own recruits if it appears 
they do their duty in a satisfactory manner. The owners arc paid here for 
the passage and diet both of the officers and private men, 

134. We have thought it necessary to give you the beforegoing infor* 
mation with respect to the King’s Troops that you may know how to act 
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in case any of them ihalt happen to come to Bengal, and that you may in 
such case provide the earliest conveyances for their proceeding to Fort S> 
George to join their corps, if there. 

135. His Majesty’s ship the Sea-Horse which you have been acquaint¬ 
ed in a former letter was to proceed to Fort Marlborough, sailed from Ports¬ 
mouth the 8th of January, but was soon after attacked by one of the 
enemy’s frigates of superior force called the Le Grand. After a desperate 
engagement which occasioned great slaughter on both sides the enemy upon 
the appearance of his Majesty’s ship the Unicorn made the best of her way 
off in a shattered condition and the Sea-Horse put in at Plymouth to refit 
from whence she sailed again on the 4th of Feb. out. Whether she will be 
able to reach so far as Fort Marlborough in time for the service she was sent 
upon is uncertain. In case she does not we presume the Commander is under 
orders for his further destination with which we are unacquainted. 

136. You were informed in our letter of the 31st of December that the 
Naval, victualling and other stores for his Majesty’s service were to be laden 
in moities, one whereof on the ships consigned to the Coast & Bay, and the 
other moiety on those for Bombay. If therefore any of the Coast and Bay 
ships shall happen to come to Bengal without first putting in at Madras you 
are to take care to forward such stores as they may have on board to that 
Presidencies [jic] by the first good conveyances. 

137. Your Select Committee in their letter of the 29th of Dec. 1759 
intimate it as their opinion that the contests wh. have always subsisted 
between the King’s and Company’s Military, and the independence of the 
former on our Governors & Cotmcils have been detrimental to the Com¬ 
mon Cause. We are as sensible of these inconveniences as you can possibly 
be but as it is not in our power to remedy them any other way than by ear¬ 
nestly recommending it to you that when any of the King’s Troops are in 
Bengal you do concert with them all necessary measures wherein their ser¬ 
vice is wanted with address and mutual harmony, and we hope it will have 
the desired effect, as his Majesty’s Officers have instructions to this purpose, 
considering also how much they are favoured by the Company with respect 
to the Generous allowances they have from us in addition to those from the 
Government. 


Supplement 

138. In the 59th paragraph of this letter, we have directed that Presi¬ 
dent Vansittart and the President for the time being shall be allowed a con¬ 
sulage or commission of 2^ per cent on the net annual revenue of our acqui¬ 
red territories. In order to explain our meaning what the whole allowance 
to the President is to be we are to inform you that he is to have brides the 
said 2i per cent on the net revenue of our acquired territories, 1 per cent 
out of the 2| per cent coinage duty as regulated in our letter of the 3rd 
of March 17^, and also 24,000 current rupees a year by way of salary for 
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the eiqjense of his tabte uid all other charges St expenses whatsoeva*i which 
said allowance we do declare to be the whole of the President's appoint¬ 
ments and which are not to be exceeded on any pretence whatsoever not- 
withstandmg any former orders from us, or what custom may have intro¬ 
duced. 

139. In the 20th paragraph of your letter of the 29th of Dec. 1759 
you informed us that upon the death of Gapt. Barton you had appointed 
Mr. Alexander Scott Master Attendant in his room. We accordingly con¬ 
firm your said appointment and we are to add that when there shall happen 
a vacancy again by the death , coming away or otherways of Mr. Scott that the 
post of Master Attendant be filled up by Gapt. Page Keeble who commands 
one of vessels of war upon the Bombay Establishment, and you are when 
such vacancy happens to send him immediate notice thereof that he may repair 
to his station accordingly. 

140. It has been intimated to us that many diamonds are brought home 
in our ships and in particular in our small ones employed as packets without 
having been registered® greatly to the Gompany’s prejudice as well as to that 
of the fair trader. In order therefore to put a stop to such a practice, you are 
to give public notice before the dispatch of any ship or vessel for Europe 
that every person who intends to send any diamonds, do regularly and truly 
register them with you which register is to be transmitted to us by such ship 
or vessel and that all diamonds which shall be discovered to have been put 
aboard without being so registered will be deemed an illicit trade and tha 
we shall proceed in such cases as the law directs. 

141. Although in some instances it may not be proper to load our 
packet vessels with goods or at least with not so many as to frustrate the 
intention of their proceeding on their voyage with the utmost dispatch yet 
we see no reason against their taking aboard diamonds. Therefore if appli¬ 
cation shall be at any time made for sending them by such conveyances you 
arc to give leave accordingly on their being duly registered. 

142. Several of the mariners of the Prince George & Bombay Gastle 
who agreeable to the Gharter-partiis were required to serve us on shore 
in Bengal having alleged that they received only soldier’s pay for their ser¬ 
vice we have on their application and as they assent they lost their chests 
and bedding accounted with them for the difference between their wages as 
entered on the books of those ships and the pay of private sentinels besides 
giving each a gratuity of ten guineas. You have kept us quite uninformed 
of what these people received, nor were they furnished from the command¬ 
ing officer with any testimonial of their deserts or what consideration had 
been made them. In future that we may judge more clearly in an instance 
of the same kind let the proper officer fiirnish each seaman on his discharge 
with a certificate as to his behaviour & the amount of what has been al- 
1 owed him by way of pay, gratuity or otherwise for his service on shore in 
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our militaiy that we may avoid any imposition and at the same time under¬ 
stand whether they have been considered according to their merit. 

143. Enclosed you will receive the opinion of Ciouncil on some doubts 
which have arisen in the administration of justice and practice of the Mayor’s 
Court of Madras transmitted for the information & Government of the 
Court of Calcutta in the like instances. 

144. We have to observe on the renewed commission, enclosed as 
before-mentioned by the Warren, for the trial of pirates that we note your 
practice has hitherto been to proceed against such offenders by juries, but 
Vour future proceedings must be before the commissioners without juries. 
As the instructions for this sort of proceedings are difficult to collect we can¬ 
not send them to you at present. They are not by indictments, but by arti¬ 
cles, in the nature of charges against the criminals. 

145. On enquiry into the loss of ship Stretham in your river we observe 
that at the time that accident happened Capt. Mason, the Commander, 
was ashore at Calcutta, as he informed us ill with the Gout, on which account 
we passed over that absence without any censure; but as it is our opinion 
that the Commanders should always be on board their ships whenever they 
are moved from one place to another, you must not in future give any per¬ 
mission either for bringing up or carrying down any of our ships in your 
river, without at the same time strictly enjoining the commanders to be on 
board during the whole time they are so working up or down if their health 
will possibly permit. 

146. You are hereby directed to cause plans forthwith to be made of 

Fort William & all its fortifications & works in the condition they shall 
be at the time of your receiving this letter or soon afterwards, together with 
plans of all other places and works in any part of your Presidency which 

may be proper for our information and this you are to cause to be done 

with all convenient dispatch that we may receive them as soon as possi¬ 
ble. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

L. Sulivan/T. Rous/P. Godfrey/H.C. Boulton/ 
J. Dorrien/H. Hadley/B, Walton/ G. Dudley/ 
C. Gough/G. Rooke/G. Steevens/J. Harrison/ 

J. Browne/R. Wamer/J. Raymond/T. Tullie/ 

F. Pigou/ T. Waters/R. Smith/H. Savage. 


London, 

13th March i;;/ 64 . 
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LETTER DATED 6 MAY 1761 

Members of Secret Committee of Court—capture of a French ship—prospect of 
fall of Pondicherry—Sumatra settlements captured by the French—Count Estain^s 
conduct-proposed peace paries at Augsburg—reinstatement of Messrs. Sumner and 
McGwire. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Although we have little reason to doubt but that you will have re¬ 
ceived Our General Letter of the 13th March last, which went in Quadrup¬ 
licate by the ships Warren, Earl of Holdernesse, Fox and Plassey long be¬ 
fore this can come to your hand by the Norfolk and Chesterfield, yet lest it 
should have proved otherwise We send you by these conveyances Copiea 
of Our said Letter. 

2. The said four first mentioned Ships sailed from Spithead with a fair 
and steady wind on the 30th of March. 

3. Since the departure of those Ships the Annual Election of Directors 
came on, and in comse they have been formed into Committee, the Gentle¬ 
men who compose that for Secret Affairs are, Laurence Sulivan Esquire 
Chairman of the Court of Directors, Thomas Rous Esqr. Deputy John Boyd, 
Christopher Burrow and Charles Cutts Esqrs., three of whom make a Quorum, 
all Instructions Orders and Directions therefore the said Committee or the 
Committee for the time being shall give at any Time must be duly 
observed and complied with by each and every person or persons to whom 
they are directed. 

4. These two Ships the Norfolk and Chesterfield are Laden with sundry 
Goods Merchandize and Stores nearly in equal proportions for your Presi¬ 
dency and that of Fort St. George ; those consigned to you will appear by 
the respective Invoices and Bills of Loading to which you are referred for the 
particulars. 

5. Besides which there are Government Stores and Treasures on board 
and if the same have not been disembarked at Fort St. George, you are to 
sec them safely delivered to the Proper Officers. 

6. About Fifty Soldiers, for forming a Troop of Light Cavalry for Our 
Service on the Coast of Choromandel and to be mounted ffiere take passage 
in equal divisions on these Ships and their Commander Captain John 
Freake goes on the Chesterfield, should these Troops, by the Ships being 
disabled thro* the lateness of the Season from making Fort St. George be 
brought to your Presidency, you are to give them the quickest Conveyance 
possible to Madrass and afford Capt. Freake the requisit[e] Assistance for 
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accomplishing Our intentions in his Speedy arrival with the Troops at his 
post there. You are also to send thither Samuel Evans Cadet designed for the 
service of the Presidency if he shall for the Same reason have been brought 
to you. 

• 7. The Norfolk and Chesterfield being taken up for the voyage to India 

only as you have been very particularly informed in Our last Letter We refer 
you thereto for the terms and conditions, and in order for the final adjust' 
ment and payment of the Accounts of their hire We transmit you by each 
Ship a stated Account of what has been paid by Us here and what remains 
to be paid either by you or Our President and Council at Fort St. George 
at whichsoever the place the delivery of the Cargos shall be finally corn- 
pleated and you are to make proper discharges accordingly. 

8. Though both these Ships arc consigned first to Fort St. George, ye 
if they cannot from the lateness of the Season repair to that Port but shall be 
obliged previously to proceed to Bengal, you are then to cause all possible 
dispatch to be made in unlivering [unloading] the Cargos intended for your 
Presidency, That they may proceed to Fort St. George without loss of time 
to prevent the incurring Demorage, and We would have you in prevention 
thereof consider whether it may not be right to send only one of them to Fort 
St. George if she can take in the others Consignment for that Presidency which 
we apprehend may be done, and in such case the Ship which does not pro¬ 
ceed may be finally paid off by you. However, this is a measure which we 
shall leave you to determine upon in such manner as shall appear most for 
Our Interest. 

9. We have given similar directions to Fort St. George for the conveyance 
of the consignments by the two ships for you either on one or both of them 
as according to circumstances shall appear best. 

10. That We may have all the satisfaction possible as to the necessity 
of complying with your indents for Iron Ordnance you must from time to 
time send a particular Account what parts of your Fortifications Works and 
other uses they are intended for, also an exact Return of all your Guns in 
Store and those mounted and where which will be the means of obviating 
the difficulties We are under, when considering of your Military Indents. 

11. In our last Letter you were acquainted We sent you the renewed 
Commission for trying Pirates by the Ship Warren and you will herewith 
receive full Instructions for carrying the same into execution, which We 
desire may be strictly adhered to. 

12. To what We said in Our Letter of the 31st December and the 13th 
of March last relative to the Situation of Publick Affairs, We are to add 
that the Several Belligerent Powers in Europe seem all to be very desirous 
of Peace, except the Empress Queen, whose views at present are such as 
cannot be easily terminated^, in general it is though Overtures have been 
or will be made for holding a Congress to put an end to the fiurther effusion 
of blood by a Tc^aty for a lasting peace. However great preparations arc 
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making on all sides for opening and carrying on this Summers Campaign 
with the utmost vigour, and on the part of Great Britain, if a Peace should be 
agreed upon, it seems by the measures which the Government arc taking, 
it will be done sword in hand. 

13. In addition to the account We gave you in Our last Letter of Cap¬ 
tures from the Enemy, We have now the pleasure of informing you, that 
His Majesty’s Ships Hero and Venus on the 2d. of April in the L[a]ttitude of 
43°-30* North fell in with and took a French East India Ship called the 
Bertin, pierced for 64 Guns, nmunting 28 and manned with 353 Men 93 of 
them soldiers, belonging to the French East India Company, from port 
L’Orient hpuml to the Isle of France and Pondicherry, laden with Ordnance 
and Naval Stores and Merchandize and 24000 Dollars. She sailed in company 
with the Valiant East India Ship of the same size and Force and the Fiddle 
Frigate of 24 Guns belonging to the said Company on the 28th March. The 
Venus has brought the Prize to Plymouth, and the Hero went in quest of 
the other India Ship and Frigate. 

14. We have received the disagreeable News of the Capture of the 
Ajax by the La Prothee, a French 64 Gun Ship, near Scilly and of her 
being carried into Brest the loth of March last. Captain Maitland who 
succeeded to the Command (on the death of Capt. Lindsay which happened 
the 6th of November preceding) threw all the Packets overboard, agreeable 
to directions on such an Unhappy Event, so that We are greatly at a loss 
for the Intelligence, which the Advices by that Ship would have given of the 
situation of Affairs, as well in the other parts of India as upon the Coast 
of Choromandel, however We have the satisfaction of learning in general 
from Captain Maitland, and from some Gentlemen, Passengers on the 
Ajax, that the Operations against Pondicherry were carried on with great 
vigour, and unless relieved by the French Fleet, there was a happy prospect 
of its falling into Our Hands. 

15. We are informed that Monsr. D’Asche certainly arrived at Brest 
in a Frigate from India some time in March, and although the French use 
their Utmost Endeavours to conceal all intelligence they receive ofTfrir] Indian 
Affairs, yet from what can be collected from Common Reports in France 
there is the greatest probability of tlteir Fleet having suffered considerably 
at the French Islands in the Violent Storm We took notice of in Our Letter 
of the 31st December last, if this shall really be the Case, We flatter Our¬ 
selves it will not be long before We shall have the pleasing News of the Fall 
of that Rival Settlement, Pondicherry. 

16. We are in general informed by Captain Maitland and the before 
mentioned Gentlemen, that Fort Marlborough and all the rest of Our 
Settlements upon the W«it Coast of Sumatra are fallen into the Enemy’s 
hands, and that the Denham was burn[e]d in Bencoolen Road by the Crew, 
to prevent her being carried off by the Enemy. So far We have no reason 
•to doubt the truth of the account, but We are quite uninformed as to the 
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Fate of Our Covenant and Military Servants^ whether they are Prisoners^, 
saved themselves by retreat, or indeed of anything relating to them. Under 
this State of uncertainty We cannot give any directions relating to this un- 
happy Affair otherwise than in general Terms, That We shall expect you. 
and Our other Presidencies have used and will use your best endeavours- 
to secure a footing upon the West Coast, to reestablish Our Settlements- 
and Servants, and taken all such measures as have appeared or shall appear 
necessary on the occasion. We make no doubt if the Enemy were in a condi¬ 
tion to keep possession for any time of Fort Marlborough and Our other 
Settlements (which however We think they had not Sufficient Strength 
for) that Admiral Steevens has given such Assistance as to have effectually 
recovered them before this, especially considering the present weak condition 
of the French in India. 

17. We cannot help taking notice in this place of the behaviour of the 
Count D Estaign®, who contrary to his parole not to serve directly or in¬ 
directly against the English during the present War, was in one of the Ships 
employed in the destruction of Our Factory at Gombroon, and falsely 
asserted that he engaged only not to serve on the Coast of Choromandel, 
the contrary whereof appears by the Copy of his Parole, which has been 
Transmitted to Us from Fort St. George. This among many others is an 
instance, of what little dependence is to be placed on French Faith, when¬ 
ever they have an opportunity of finding a breach of it may tend to their 
advantage, and although We have no certain account of the Particulars 
of the attack upon Our Settlements on the West Coast of Sumatra, yet 
We have reason to believe the Count D’Estaign has again violated his honour 
by being concerned therein. 

18. Since writing the beforegoing. We can with certainty inform you 
that all the Partys engaged in the present War have agreed to the assembling 
of a Congress at the City of Augsbourg and Plenipotent[i]aries are accordingly 
named as you will observe by the enclosed Gazettes who are to treat of the 
means for re-establishing the general Tranquility of Europe. The agreeing 
to this Congress however does no way retard the preparations for War 
on the contrary they are carried on with Surprizing Industry, and as we 
observed before the Government by their measures seem determined 
to make Peace with Sword in hand. As Hostilities are thus intended to be 
carried on until a Treaty of Peace is settled or at least until a Cessation of 
Arms is agreed upon, which last as yet there is no appearance of being the 
Case the utmost use therefore must be made of our present Superiority 
over the Enemy in every part of India until notice is given to the Contrary 

19. The Friends of Messrs. Sumner and Me Gwire who stand dismist 
from our Service by the Orders in our Letter of the 21st January 1761 have 
strongly and earnestly entreated us to revoke those orders and restore them 
to our Favour. As we are ever inclined to convince our Servants that Merit 
CSiaracter and Abilities have due Weight with us, we shall in consideration 
of the distinguished Services of these two Gentlemen overlook the offence 
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for which thejr were dismissed and suppress our just Resentment, on condition 
they make a suitable confession and acknowledgement of their Fault which 
so jiistly incurred our displeasure by a Letter addressed to the Court of 
Directors a Copy of which is to be entered upon your Consultation, This 
being done we direct that they be immediately restored to the Rank they 
held in our Service by our Orders previous to their said Dismission, and 
we hope this Mark of our Clemency will excite them to a just and assiduous 
discharge of their duty. 

20. To prevent any mistakes as to the Station of the said two Gentlemen 
their Names are here inserted in their proper Rank Vizt. 

Henry Vansittart Esqr. Governour 

Mr. Peter Amyatt 

William Ellis 

Wm. Brightwell Sumner 

William Me Gwire 

Stanlake Batson 

William Billers 

Harry Verelst 

Harry Smyth 

Samuel Waller 

Culling Smith 


We are, 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos. Rous/John Boyd 
W. Thornton/W. Thornton [jiV]/Bourchicr 
Walton/F. Wm. Barrington/Richd. Seward 
London, Willi. Barwell/J. Harrison/G. Rooke/Richd. 

6th May 1761 Smith/Fredk. Pigou/James Creed/Thos. 

Sent Pr Norfolk & Chesterfield Waters/Christo. Burrow/Richd. Warner 
& Genl. Lawrence Christo. Baron. 
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LETTER DATED 19 JUNE 1761 

Revolution in Bengal—no immediate prospect of peace in Europe—restitutim 
to be claimed from the Dutch. 

OuR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. The Norfolk for the Coast and Bay also the Boscawen, Earl of Elgin, 
True Briton, Calcutta and Roy[al] Captain for Bombay Sailed from Spithead 
together on the 26th of May, the Chesterfield also for the Coast and Bay [was 
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SO unlucky as not to reach Spithcad until the 28th of [the] same month so 
that she lost the Convoy the beforcment[ioned] Ships Sailed under. 

2. You have been advised in a short Letter from Secretary dated the 
20th of May last by the Norfolk and Chesterfield of the safe arrival of the 
'Shaftesbury from [Foit] St. George and the Harcourt and Stormont from 
Bomb[ay at] Spithead on the i8th of the same month, they Sailed [in] Company 
from St. Helena the 25th of February where they [joined] the Houghton 
also from Bombay. We received no Packet from your Presidency by any o 
the said Ships. 

3. But on the i6th Instant came to hand a Packet from your Presidency 
by a Danes Ship called the Tranquebar by the way of Copenhagen which 
you sent from Bengal by the Dutch [ship] Vlissengen to the Cape from whence 
it was forwarded to Us [by] the Governour in the said Dane Ship, In this 
Packet came General Letter under date of the loth November, Letters from 
President Vansittart and your Select Committee of the 12th November together 
with the several Papers agreeable to the [list]. 

4. Upon a Perusal of the said several Letters and [packet] We have the 
agreeable satisfaction of finding that the great Revolution in the Subahship 
therein mentioned has been [and] is likely to prove greatly advantageous to 
the Company. We have not now time to enter into any particulars on the 
happy Event and can therefore only recommend and leave it [to] your dis¬ 
cretion to act in such manner as shall appear to you to be most [n'c] for the 
Companys Interest. 

[5.] We clearly see that this Revolution has been happily brought 
about principally by the good Conduct and Address of our President Vansittart 
and We accordingly sincerely and hea[rtily] return him our Thanks for his 
great Services and disinterested Behaviour on this occasion. 

[6.] You have been already directed to our Letters of this Season to 
co-operatc with our other Presidencies in the re-establishing our Settlements 
upon the West Coast of Sumatra. We have since the date of those Letters 
after as Strict an Examination into the Conduct of Our Servants there as the 
several Narratives transmitted to Us and our own Enquirys [of?] Captain 
Tryon could furnish us with information thought proper to restore them to 
the Company’s Service in order to return to their several Stations on the West 
Coast, as Governor Carte[r] and several others were at Fort St. George when 
the Shaftsbury [came?] away. We have given some general directions to 
President Pigot and his Council with respect thereto as also for their mainte¬ 
nance in the mean time, We herewith send you a Copy thereof for your 
Information that you may act in a similar manner in every circumstance so 
far as you may be concerned, or your Assistance may be necessary. 

[7.] By Captain Tryon who left the Cape on the Third of March We 
-are informed that ^even Ships of War from the French Islands had been 
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there between the beginning of December end that time, all of which were 
returned with Provisions of which they were in the utmost want as well for 
the Inhabitants as their Naval and Military Forces. This is a happy circum¬ 
stance as it Amounts to a certainty that Pondicherry has not been materiidly 
relieved^ during the monsoon by their Fleet, and consequently that nothing 
could prevent their reassuming their Operations against that Place as soon 
as the Season would admit, and considering the distressed Condition of the 
Enemy upon [the?] coming away of the Shaftesbury We have the greatest 
reason to flatter ourselves that formidable and Rival Settlement is before 
this time fallen into Our hands. 

8. Although as has been noticed in Our form[er] Letters a Congress has 
been agreed to be held by the several Powers at War to consider of a General 
Pacification, yet tlxis Event seems still to be at a Distance, and Military Opera¬ 
tions are going on in every part with the utmost Vigour. His Majestys Arms 
[have] been blest with the entire reduction of Belleisle an Island upon the Coast 
of France, the Citadel whereof was surrendered upon terms on the Seventh 
instant, and another Grand Expedition is preparing with the utmost Dilligence 
and Dispatch, the destination whereof [remains] a Secret. 

9. In addition to what We said in Our General [Letter] of the 13th March 
last and in order to enforce the same [it is] very material and highly necessary 
to remind you of recovering from the Dutch Agents in Bengal a full and 
ample restitution for the Damages we sustained and [the] Charges incurred 

on Account of their unjustifiable and [.] Attempts in November 1759 

this they are obliged to by the Treaty concluded between Our late President 
Mr. Clive and[the]Council and [the] Dutch Company’s Agents and We appre- 
hen[d] nothing remained to be settled but ascertaining Our Damages. It is 
the more necessary to insist upon this being adjusted with the Dutch 
Agents and the Amount received as the very (Claims which the Owners of 

the Shipping employed to oppose this Hostile attempt will [.] other 

Charges consequent thereupon Amount to a very large Sum of Money which 

We have been or shall be under the necessity of making good. 

» 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/ Thos. Rous/Hy. Crabb 
Boulton/John Dorrien/Christo. Burrow/John 
Harrison/Fredk. Pigou/G. Rooke/James 
Greed/Bourchier Walton/Christo. Baron/F. W. 
Barrington/Richd. Warner/Cha. Gough 
Timothy Tullie/Richd. Smith/Tho. Waters/ 
19th June 1761. Richd. Seward/S. Harrison. 
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LETTER DATED 30 SEPTEMBER 1761 

Capture of Pondicherry—shipping news—details of exports—instructions regarding 
investments—abandonment of Sumatra by the French-—proposed congress at Augsburg— 
-capture of French ships—frauds in construction work—Supercargoes and Residents 
for China—Company to support Shah Alam as emperor—alleged complicity 
of Col, Caillaud in a plot to murder Shah Alam, 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


I. Our several Letters to you in the course of last Season bore date and 
went by the conveyances hereunder mentioned vizt. 


5 November 1760 

General Letter by way by His Majesty’s 
of Fort Marlborough Ship the Seahorse 

31st December 

do P Hawke 

2 ist January 1761 

do P Pitt 

13th March 

do P Warren, Earl of Holder. 

nesse, Fox and Plassey, 

27 th March 

Letter from the Secretary by the Same 
Ships the first whereof carried also the 
Company’s Letter to the Nabob. 

6th May 

General Letter P Norfolk and Chesterfield. 

20th 

Letter from the Secretary P Ditto and 

19th June 

General Letter P Chesterfield. 


2. You have been already informed of the receipt of the advices you 
transmitted by the Dutch Ship Vlissingen, and We have since received your 
following Letters* 

Letters dated the 15th and 23rd January 1761 from the President and 

do. i6th. from Do. to 

the Secret Committee by the London Packet 

Letters from the Select Committee dated the 12th and 16th January 
1761 to the Secret Committee, and 

General Letter of the i6th of the said January by the Royal duke* 

3. His Majesty’s Ship the Liverpool, and our Snow the London arrived, 
the first the 19th and the other the 24th July last at Spithead with the most 
agreeable and important Intelligence of the Capture of Pondicherry. 

4. The Houghton and Royal Duke arrived the 13th of August at Ply¬ 
mouth and are since come safe to their mooring, they both sailed from St. 
Helena the 26th May at which time the Convoy was not arrived nor were 
any of the Company^'s Ships there. 
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5. But wc have since, on the 3i8t of that month, been informed by the 
Count Moltke a Danish Ship from Copenhagen, that the Suffolk imported 
at St. Helena the 27th May from China which brought the disagreeable 
account that on the 20th January about eleven at night the Griffin Struck 
on a Rock between Mindinao and Jolo in the Latitude of 6“ 48' No. and 
was unfortunately lost. All the People were saved but no part of the Cargo 
as the Ship sunk very Soon. On the 24th March following the Suffolk parted 
with the Valentine, Pocock and Oxford in cloudy weather and a confused 
Sea, whose arrival at the Island was hourly expected on the 29th May last 
when the Dane left it. 


6. Having with the utmost expedition refitted the London Packet 
We now return her to Fort St. George in order to give Some general informa¬ 
tions and directions previous to the departure of our Ships of this Season 
but the principal design of this dispatch [is] that they may timely provide a 
Stock of Treasure for the China Ship[s] against their arrival at Fort St. 
George, and concert proper measures for the safe Import of the Ships intended 
for the West Coast, that they may be forwarded to China without loss of 
time, to both which points we shall particularly speak in their proper places. 

7. The Secret Committee for the present direction is composed of the 
following Gentlemen vizt. Laurence Sulivan Esqr. Chairman of the Court, 
Thomas Rous Esqr. Deputy, John Boyd, Christopher Burrow and Charles 
Cutts Esqrs. whose orders and Instructions are [to ?] be particularly attended 
to and observed, three of the said Gentlemen being a Quorum. 


8. The undermentioned List contains the names of the Ships each of 
the Burthen of 499 Tons taken into our Service for the ensuing Season, the 
several Parts they are consigned to and the times We propose to dispatch 
them, if no unforeseen Accidents prevent the Same vizt. 


Tilbury 

Roger Mainwaring 

New Ship 

John Clements 

Essex 

George Jackson 

Houghton 

Charles Newton 

New Ship 

Watkin Partington 

Harcourt 

Richard Morrison 

Stormont 

Henry Fletcher 

New Ship 

Gilbert Slater 

New Ship 

George Stewart 

Clinton 

Nathaniel Smith 


Coast and Bay 
St. Helena & China 


} 


the beginning 
December next 


of 


I Coast and China & 
f to call at Madeira 


y Bencoolen & China 




beginning of 
^January 1762 


Madeira and Coast & Bay J 



no 
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Hardwicke BrcM>k Samson 
Walpole Parson Fenner 
Drake John Smith 
New Ship Thomas Pearce 


> Coast Sc. Bay 


j 


i beginning of 
[ February 


Winchclsea Thomas Howe 


Bombay & Bengalto call at' 
& back to Bombay Madeira 


Hector John Williams Bombay 


Prince of 
Wales 
New Ship 
New Ship 


William Roberts 
John Allen 
Thomas Riddell 




> Bombay 




the mid- 
►die of 
March 


New Ship Thomas Rous Bombay and China 


9. We are to observe to you in general that all the said Ships are taken 
upon the same Freights, Terms and Conditions as those of last Season. 


10. According to the best Calculate We can at present form our Exports 
on the said Ships will consist of the following Particulars : 


406 Bales of Cloth 

25 Bales of Long EUs 
230 Tons of Copper 


-N 




For the Presidency of Fort St. George 


Lead and Iron for use 
only which may be about 
40 Tons of each article ^ 


1336 Bales of Cloth 1 

125 Bales of Long Ells 
300 Bales of Broad Long Ells 
400 Tons of Copper ► 

Lead and Iron for use only amount 
to from 40 to 50 Tons of each 
article 


For the Presidency of 
Fort William 


2030 Bales of Cloth 
400 Bales of Long EUs 
110 Bales of Broad Long Ells 

540 Tons of Copper V For the Presidency 

Lead and Iron for use only which Bombay 
may amount to from 30 to 40 Tons 
of each a^tide ^ 


of 
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158 Bales of Cloth 
40 Bales of Long Ells 
354 Bales of Cloth 
230 Bales of Long Ells 


1 

} 


For the Scindy Market 


For the Bussora Market 


60 Bales of Long Ells 

10 Chests of Treasure 

Some Iron Stores & Necessaries the 
particulars of which cannot now be 
ascertained 


} 

1 


For the Gombroon 
Market 

For the Presidency of Fort 
Marlbro 


610 Bales of Cloth 
783 Bales of Long Ells 
20 Bales of Cambletts and Hairbines > 
and from 500 to 
600 Tons of Lead 


For Canton 


11. By the before going List of Ships you will observe several of them are 
to call at the Island of Madeira to take in Wine. We intend to direct our 
Agents there to consign to our Presidencies of Fort William and Fort St. 
George 430 Pipes the proportion whereof for each Presidency will be men¬ 
tioned in our next Letters; we shall direct also 100 Pipes to be laden on the 
Bombay Ships for the use of that Presidency. 


12. As to Stores of all kinds for our several Presidencies we shall send 
what appear to be necessary having a regard to the very large acquisition 
of these Articles upon the Capture of Pondicherry which we apprehend are 
sufficient to give an ample supply not only to Fort St. George but to 
our other Presidencies and which we have accordingly recommended to ba 
done in the most effectual manner. 


13. Over and above the beforegoing Exports on the Companys account 
there will be laden for the use of His Majesty’s Squadron about 700 Tons of 
Victualling and 500 Tons of Naval Stores, which if it can be done conveniently 
will be sent in equal proportions as l^st Season to Fort St. George and Bombay, 
but this will be more particularly noticed in our next advices; besides the said 
Stores there will be upward of 100 Tons of Cloathing for his Majesty’s Land 
Forces, all of which except about Five Tons for the Artillery Companies at 
Bombay, will be laden on the Coast and Bay Ships; should any part of such 
Store [s] or Cloathing be casually imported with you, be active in conveying 
them to the Port of their destination or conform to such advices as you 
shall have received or may reach you concerning them from his Majesty’s 
Commanding Officers in the different Departments. 

14. There will be about 70 Recruits proceed[ing] in the Coast and 
China or Coast and Bay Ships for Col. Draper’s Battalion. We are not at 
present informed of any intended for the other Corps. 

11 
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15. We shall send about 100 Recruits upon the West Coast Ship for the 
Service of that Presidency ;but we do not propose to send Recruit[s] by the 
Ships of this Season to any other of our Presidencies. 

16. This early Information of the Ships taken into our Service for the 
ensuing Season will give you and our other Presidencies time to set about the 
several Investments for them, and altho’ as you will observe we send no Trea¬ 
sure but to Fort Marlborough, we apprehend they may be well carried on, 
when the Situation and circumstances of our three Presidencies from the Cap¬ 
ture of Pondicherry, the great addition to our Revenues in Bengal by the late 
Revolution there, and our being in possession of Surat with its Revenues^ are 
duly considered, we shall therefore depend upon our several Presidencies 
mutually assisting each other in furnishing Supplies where wanted for the 
Investments and Expences of each Presidency and in particular our China 
Trade must be taken care of as hereafter mentioned. 

17. As from our pointing out the time we propose for dispatching our 
several Ships you may form a Judgment when they may be expected to arrive 
in India. We recommend to you and our other Presidencies to use all neces¬ 
sary precautions for their safe import at the several places of their destination 
and in particular to Fort St. George that they may be ready to forward the 
China Ships to Canton, and the Ships designed for your Presidency thither 
as soon after their arrival with them as possible. 

18. We have intimated it to Fort St. George that the Principal Objects 
of this dispatch are for the timely provision of Treasure for China and taking 
the necessary care of the Ships consigned to the West Coast of Sumatra and 
China Observing that the late happy event of the Capture of Pondicherry 
has most probably given them such Command of the Revenues of the Country, 
that with the Sums they will receive on account of their Nabob’s Debt, the 
produce of the Settled Revenues and Farms together with the Reduction of 
their Military Expences which we hope have been effected; We shall depend 
not only upon their having Resources sufficient for their Investment and Ex¬ 
pences but be also capable of giving if not a competent, yet a very considerable 
aid in Treasure for the carrying on our China Trade in addition to the Stock 
our Supra Cargoes there have on hand, and as there are good Grounds, by 
the last advices from your Presidency to hope that from the defeat of the Shaw- 
zada, the retrenchment of the enormous Expences of the Works and the pros¬ 
pect of the renewa' of Tranquillity in the adjacent Countries whereby the 
excessive Charge of your Presidency will be so far lessened that you will be 
able to afford a copious assistance to Madrass for the Support of that Branch, 
We have directed them to make their application to and trust you will use all 
possible means to give that Presidency an adequate supply should they stand 
in need thereof for loading as far as Thirty or at least Twenty five Thousand 
Pounds each on the Essex, Houghton & Capt. Partington[’s] Ship for Canton, 
and such aid it may be expected you will be able to replace by the Money 
you may receive by Bills on us at the Rates established in our Letter of the 2d. 
April 1760. 
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19. With respect to the other principal Object intended to be proved 
for We have good reason to believe that the French have abandon^ Our 
Settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra and that Our Servants have 
been re-established there either with or without the assistance of Part of His 
Majestys Naval Force in concurrence with our other Presidencies, in such a 
manner as Prudence suggested agreeable to the general directions given 
in our Letters of last Season, upon this presumption, we shall order the 
four China Ships vizt. Harcourt, New Ship Slater, New Ship Stewart, and 
the Stormont to proceed first to Fort Marlborough with the Treasure before- 
mentioned, some Men, Stores and Necessaries; which being delivered as much 
Pepper as can be procured is as soon after as possible to be put on board them 
in time for saving their passage to Canton the Same Season, with which they 
are to be dispatched and consigned to such Supra Cargoes as we shall ap¬ 
point to transact our Affairs the ensuing Season; of all this we have directed 
immediate notice to be sent to our Servants upon the West Coast of Sumatra 
that they may be ready to comply in the earliest manner with these our direc¬ 
tions and Intentions. 

20. Should any unforeseen Events have prevented the Re-establishment 
of our said Settlements before this is received, we would have you exert 
yourselves to the utmost of your abilities in contributing thereto with all pos¬ 
sible expedition applying for this purpose for assistance from his Majesty’s 
Squadron having directed our Agents at Fort St. George that with respect to 
the four Ships consigned thither as beforementioned they take such measure 
as they shall judge prudent and most effectual to Secure their safe arrival and 
speedy departure from thence for China as well as that the necessary care be 
taken of their West Coast Cargoes. 

21. Such directions can at present be given only in general, your 
Prudence must supply the rest as far as the proper assistance and Support 
shall be requisit from you and we shall accordingly place our dependance 
thereon. 

22. Preliminary Articles for a general Peace cannot yet be settled, conse¬ 
quently none of the Plenipotentiaries of the Belligerent Powers are as yet gone to 
the proposed Congress at Augsbourg, the French notwithstanding their 
present distressed Situation, insist upon such terms as his Majesty cannot 
agree to and indeed there seems at present to be no prospect of a Peace, or 
we fear at least not until this Campaign is over. 

23. A Bristol Privateer called the King George fortunately fell in with 
a French Ship in the month of July, 20 Leagues to the Westward of Cape 
Finistere, and after a sharp engagement took & carried her into Caraarina 
Bay near Corunna, she was bound to the Isle of Bourbon loaded with 
Stores & Merchandize is about 600 Tons burthen and carried 22 Nine 
Pounders and 208 Men. 

24. His Majesty’s ship Acquilon being on a Cruize fell in on the 7th 
August 250 Leagues to the Westward of Cape Finistere with the Subtile a 
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French Frigate from the Island of Mauritius belonging to their East India 
Company of 16 Guns and 84 Men which he took and has brought her into 
Plymouth; the Packets we are informed were all thrown overboard befow 
die Capture. 

25. The said Frigate sailed from the Mauritius on the 6th May, we- 
have used our endeavours to get some Intelligence from the Prisoners; but 
they are so reserved that we can learn Little more than that the Men of War 
there, said to be about Nine, were in great want of Masts and Stores, the Crews- 
very sickly, and that the Islanders in general were in great distress for Pro¬ 
visions and Necessaries, as all the Intelligence we have yet received has- 
been collected by our Agent Mr. William Hambly at Plymouth, we send you 
now Extracts from [his?] letter for your further Information. 

26. Altho’ the beforementioned Captures are more particularly in¬ 
teresting to this Company yet we cannot avoid informing you also that some- 
of His Majesty’s Ships took near Cadiz on the 14th August the Achilles French 
Man of War of 64 Guns and a Frigate, after a Short, but severe Engagement, 
and carried them into Gibraltar Bay. These Ships had in the course of their 
Cruize made many Captures. 

27. And on the same day the Gourageux of 74 Guns and 700 Men from 
St. Domingo with a very rich Cargo was taken near Cape Finisterre by his 
Majesty’s Ship the Bellona, the Enemy had 240 men Slain and 110 Woun¬ 
ded in this Engagement. The Brilliant Frigate, being in Company, engaged 
two French Frigates and did them very considerable Damage, and had our 
Ships been in a Condition to have pursued them, they would also have been 
most probably taken. 

28. It is with inexpressible concern we observe from the Enquiries you 
have made into the Frauds committed in carrying on your new works; by a 
combination of those employed upon them of what great Sums we have 
been plundered, at a time too when Money was so much wanted for the Ser¬ 
vice in general, not only at Your but our other Presidencies which Mr. Hol- 
well says (as appears upon Consultation of the 15th May 1760) “from the 
strongest presumptive Proofs he apprehends will glaringly appear to amount 
at least to one third of the whole Charge to the month of December 1759.” 

29. It is true that upon your said Enquiry very large Sums are evidently 
proved upon several Persons and a considerable part recovered, but at the 
same time. We nnist observe that your Enquiry and Proceedings are too 
Superficial as we cannot imagine the Banians could without the Privity or 
even Consent of their Masters be guilty of such gross Frauds, and there is- 
the greatest reason to believe that if you had gone deeper therein you might 
have found some of our own Servants the principal Plunderers for it is 
impossible these Iniquitys could be carried on without the Connivance 
and participation of the Paymasters & Storekeepers and it is extremely 
surprizing that we should find Mr. Boddam’s name mentioned in the ac¬ 
count of your Proceedings without any Remark or Enquiry made how far 
and in what m^^iniler he was concerned therein. 
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30. It seems very extraordinary that Capt. Brohier & Mr. Louis 
-should upon their absconding evade all your Searches to recover them, 
as from Lettere which some of the formers Friends here have received from 
him he was then no farther off than Chinsura, could either Brohier or Louis 
have been secured we apprehend you might have been able to have got to 
the bottom of this iniquitous Affair and which we strongly recommend if 
ever it shall be in your power to get them. 

31. If Mr. Francis Charlton the Storekeeper is not concerned as a 
Party or Principal in the Frauds, at least by his own Confession the shameful 
neglect of his Duty has undoubtedly contributed thereto, and is consequently 
-unworthy of our Service from which he is to be forthwith dismissed. 

32. Your calling upon and making the Banians answerable to the Com¬ 
pany for the Frauds committed in the Offices of which our Covenant Servants 
are the Principals is a most inconsist [ent] and unreasonable Doctrine, aS 
we always look upon such Principals accountable for the whole Concerns 
of their respective Offices and the Banians answerable to them. 

33. And here we do declare that we expect and positively direct if our 
Servants employ Banians or Black People under them, they shall be account¬ 
able for their Conduct and make good whatever the Company may be wronged 
of by such Banians or Black People. 

34. Upon the whole, we would have you resume the Enquiry and very 
particularly examine whether any and whom of our Servants as well those 
who have left Bengal as those remaining have been concerned in, or had 
any connection with others in the beforementioned Frauds, and give uS 
an exact & minute account of the same and you are to take the utmos* 
pains for recovering as much more of what we have been defrauded of as is 
possible to be done. 

35. The attested Copy of Mr. Brohier’s Bond for Rups. 20,000 and 
the Judgment passed thereon by the Mayors Court which you mention to 
have sent by the Royal duke that we may come upon him if he appears 
in Europe or his Effects should any be discovered, are not received or any 
notice taken thereof in the List of the Packet. 

Supplement 

36. Since writing the beforegoing, the undernamed Ships are arrived 
under Convoy of His Majesty’s Ship the Portland. They Sailed from St. 
Helena the ist July and came into the Do[wnes ?] the 20th Instant vizt* 
The Onslow from Fort St. George, Latham from Bengal, Valentine, Pocock, 
Suffolk and Oxford from China. When they left St. Helena, the Lion 
Man of War one of the Ships appointed Convoy was not arrived, nor were 
any of the Company’s Ships remaining there. 

37. By the Latham we have received your several Packets and therein 
the Letters, Papers & Books as far as at present appears agreeable to your 
Li sts. 
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38. We have chosen and appointed the following named Gentlemen 
to be the Council of Supra Cargos for conducting our affairs in China the 
ensuing Season vizt. Messrs. Thomas Fitzhugh, Samuel Blount, John Burrow, 
Richard Wood, Nathaniel Garland, Alexander Hume, Stephen Devisme» 
Francis Wood, Benjamin Torin, Thomas Thomas, William Rous and 
John Walton and for their assistance we have appointed Mr. Thomas 
Bevan Writer. 

39. The Ships which are to be under the management of the said Coun¬ 
cil are all those mentioned in the List in the preceding part of this Letter 
to be consigned first to St. Helena Fort St. George, and the West Coast as 
also the True Briton expected to arrive at Canton from Bombay in the year 

1762 or in case of any accident to the True Briton any other Ship which 
may be sent in her stead, as likewise all such Ships as shall arrive or be at 
Canton in the said year from any of the Companys Settlements in India desti¬ 
tute of Supra Cargos customarily called Casual Ships. 

40. And agreeable to our Method for some time past the following 
Persons are appointed to continue in China as Our Residents for the year 

1763 vizt., Messrs. Thomas Fitzhugh, Samuel Blount, Nathaniel Garland» 
Alexander Hume, Francis Wood, Thomas Smith and William Rous, and in 
case of the decease of any one of the said Residents Mr. Benjamin Torin 
is to stay there in his stead, and Mr. Thomas Bevan, the Writer, to 
remain in China during our pleasure. 

41. The Shawzada’s defeat by Major Garnac, & in consequence 
hereof his throwing himself upon you for protection, is an Event of so ex¬ 
traordinary a nature, and the State of Public Affairs so fluctuating in Bengal, 
that we cannot give any other Directions thereupon, than that all your en¬ 
deavour . must be to pursue such measures, as after the most Serious and 
mature consideration, shall appear most likely and best adapted to settle 
the Tranquility of the Country and be for the Interest of Company. 

We are. 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos. Lous/John Bayd/Cha. 

Cutts/Rich. Warner/Cha. Gough/Timothy 

Tullie/Thos. Waters/Caristr. Burrow/Will. 

Barwell/James G’-eed/john Dorrien/Christr. 

Baron/G. Rookc/John Harrison/Hy. Crabb 
London, Boulton/Fredk. Pigou/W.Thor\)toii/Bourchier 

30 th September 1761 . Walton. 


Postscript 

[i.] The Lion one of the Two Men of War destined to Convoy the Com¬ 
panys returning ships from St. Helena arrived at Plymouth the 2nd Instant. 
She sailed tro^ that Island the 30th of July with the Lord Anson from 
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Bengal the only Ship which arrived there after the Portland Man of War 
the other Convoy sailed. The Lord Anson was seperatcd from the Lion near 
Ferdinando Loronho in a very hard Gale of Wind which lasted about 
6ve Hours but from what We learn by the Lieutenant w'ho brought up the 
St. Helena Packet We are in no Pain for her Safety. 

[2.] Governour Hutchinson informs us that the Lord Anson left Bengal 
the 23rd of March and brought the News of the Shaw/acla’s being proclaimed 
Emperor, that a Faction of which the late Vizir is at the Head had set up 
a Nephew of the Shawzada to oppose him* and that it was therefore supposed 
a Detachment from the Forces at Calcutta will join and march to Delhy 
with the Troops the Shawzada can raise and place him upon the Throne. 

[3.] Although the Lord Anson is not yet arrived with your Advices 
yet We have great Reason from the Care Mr. Hutchinson always takes to 
send us any mateiial Intelligence he can collect upon the arrival of Our 
Shipping that what We have Quoted from him as beforementioned is fact, 
We own if your Endeavours for settling the Shawzada upon the Throne of 
his ancestors could be carried into Execution without Risque to the Company 
and at a moderate Expence it may secure him in our Interest and be the means 
of settling the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom; but as a Transaction of this 
Kind depends upon many Circumstances and Unforeseen Events and you 
have most probably already Embarked in this undertaking we are entirely 
at a loss to give you any Directions or even Our Sentiments thereupon in 
any other than these General Terms that We hope you have acted and will 
act with the utmost Caution on considering all Circumstances with that 
Prudence and Attention which an Affair of such a Serious and important 
Nature requires. 

[4.] This is the third Revolution in Bengal wherein the very being of 
the Company has been and from their Consequences may still be at stake. 
Your advancing Jaffier Ally Cawn to the Subahship in the room of Surrajah 
Dowlah was undoubtedly a necessary measure as well for the good of the 
Country in General as the Interest of the Company in Particular. Your 
afterwards deposing Jaffier Ally Cawn and settling Cossim Ally Cawn in 
his room We hope was done also with the same View upon this Presumption 
and Confidence that other Motives* whatsoever had any Lifluence upon you. 
We must look on the measures pursued upon this Occasion to be unavoid¬ 
able. At the same time We cannot help observing that it is to the great regard 
the Company have always had to a faithful Obseivance of their Agreements 
they ha^e acquired and hitherto preserved a Reputation with the Natives 
of India We could have wished therefore the Situation of affairs as far would 
have admitted keeping Terms with Jaffier Ally Cawn that even the least 
handle for a pretence might not have offered, to prejudiced People to make 
use of, to throw any Reflections upon this Transaction. 

[5.] It is strongly reported that Colonel Caillaud with the Chuta Nabob 
signed a Paper offering a Reward of Rs. 50,000 or some such Sum to several 
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Black Persons to assassinate the Shawzada. It is further reported that this 
Paper was carried to Mr, Amyatt the then Chief of Patna for him to Sign 
which he refused as a most infamous Measure; it is also added that this very 
Paper is in the Hands of a Seid in Bengal. We have always bad the highest 
•Opinion of Colonel Caillaud and have given many Proofs of Our regard to 
his Merit and Services. But this is an imputation of so extraordinary and se¬ 
rious a Nature that We think it highly necessary it should be cleared up as 
well in vindication of Colonel Caillaud’s Character as the Honour, good 
Name and Interest of the Company which arc essentially Interested therein. 
We therefore positively direct that you make the most strict and impartial 
Enquiry into this Affair and should it be possible that Colonel Caillaud is 
guilty of such a Crime (which We heartily hope will not be the Case} he is 
immediately to be dismissed from Our Service and sent to England by the 
first conveyance that Offers but should he be at Madrass and he proves 
guilty of what is here laid to bis Charge you are to signify these Our Orders to 
Our President and Council there which are on no pretence to be evaded. 

[6,] If Colonel Caillaud should contrary to Our hopes be found Culpable 
you are to make our Resentment of so high a Crime as publick as possible 
even to the Shawzada himself, that all the World may know how Jealous 
We are of the Honour and Reputation of the Company and that We shall 
always to the utmost of Our Power to[.nc] preserve the same unsullied by the 
severest Resentment against any of Our Agents of whatsoever Rank or Sta¬ 
tion who shall Violate the same. 

[7.] Should any other Europeans either in our Service or residing under 
our Protection be concerned in or accessary to the Crime imputed to Colonel 
Caillaud they are also upon being found Guilty in like manner to be sent 
home immediately & sliould any Natives of India have been concerned 
therein they are to be treated with the utmost Severity. 

[8.] Mr. Law who was lately taken by Major Garnack being a Person 
who if he emtinues in India may be of great Prejudice to the Company it is 
Our positive Orders [fic] that you send him to England by the first Conve¬ 
yance. You are to do the same as convenient Opportunities offer by tiie other 
Officers who were taken with him. 


We are. 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/Richd. Wamer/John Boyd/Chas. 
Cutts/Christr. Burrow/G. Rooke/Hy. Crabb 
Boulton/Fredk. Pigou/Tho. Waters/Bourchier 
Walton/John Dorrien/Cha. Gough/Timothy 
London, Tullic/Christr. Baron/F. W. Barrington/Will. 

7th October 1761. Barwell/James Creed. 
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LETTER DATED 23 DECEMBER 1761 

Shipping news—aid to west coast of Sumatra—goods for Bengal and other settle¬ 
ments—despatch of soldiers and military stores to India—officers not to proceed to 
^glani for redress of grieoances—growing hostility with Spain—Dutch complaints 
against Company's servants. 


Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Out last Letter was dated the 7th of October and went by the Lon¬ 
don packet, a Duplicate whereof you will receive by the ship Tilbury now 
under dispatch; as we intend to Write fully upon the Affairs of your Presi¬ 
dency by the next Ships We shall now only give you some general Infor¬ 
mations and directions in addition to those in our beforementioned Letter. 

2. By the London Packet (which did not for want of Convoy and other 
incidents sail from Spithead until the i8th November), We advised 
you of the Arrival of the several Ships this season from our Settlements 
in India & from China to the time of her dispatch, also that the Lord 
Anson from Bengal Sailed from St. Helena on the 30th July under Convoy 
of his Majestys ship Lion, but was separated from the Lion in a very hard 
gale of wind near Fernando Loronha, since when she arrived safe at Spithead 
on the 5th of November. 

3. The ships London, Egmont, Lord Mansfield & Sandwich from 
Bombay arrived also in safety at Spithead on the 15th of the same month ; 
they sailed in Company from St. Helena on the 11 th of September at which 
time there were no Ships left at that Island. 

4. In our beforementioned Letter of the 7th October last you had a 
List of the Ships taken into the Companys Service for this season, since which 
the Stormont Capt. Henry Fletcher being upon a Survey found unfit to 
proceed to India she has been replaced by the Horsendon of 499 tons Captn* 
William Marter Commander, several of the said Ships being new Ones 
were not then named and Capt. William Larkins has been appointed to the 
command of the New Ship in the room of Capt. Gilbert Slater who has re¬ 
signed; these Alterations together with others as to the time of departure 
of some of the Ships make it necessary to send you as we do herewith an 
amended List to which you are referred. 

5. The Tilbury Capt. Mainwaring as before observed is now under 
dispatch, she is consigned first to Fort St. George & from thence to your 
Presidency with sundry Goods as P. Invoice, when therefore she has dis¬ 
charged her Fort St. George Cargo and landed the Recruits for his Majesty’s 
Forces, she is to be forwarded to Bengal with all convenient dispatch, unless 
it may he really necessary to detain her for any more important Services 
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to send her home directly from the Coast, in which case her Bengal Cargo 
and Packet are to be sent to you by the earliest good conveyances. 

6. The Royal Charlotte Capt. John Clements for St. Helena and China 
could not be ready so soon as intended, and will therefore be dispatched about 
the end of January. 

7. You were informed in our last Letter that the Clinton for Fort St. George 
and Bengal, the three ships for Fort St. George and China and the four for 
the West Coast and China are to be dispatched about the beginning of January 
which will certainly be done unless prevented by unforeseen Accidents the 
New Ship, Capt. Larkins excepted, which cannot be ready and is three 
fore to proceed directly to China the beginning of February the like notice 
having been given to our Presidency of Fort St. George with strong re¬ 
commendations to take all necessary Measures for their safe Import, and 
particularly for forwarding the Ships intended for China as well from the 
West Coast as that Presidency with the utmost expedition and as these 
Services are most essential ones for the Company’s Interest we shall depend 
upon their being ready in all respects for carrying them into execution 
accordingly against their arrival, as We shall likewise [depend"] upon you for 
every assistance in your power so far as you may be any ways concerned 
therein, we have given directions for the Clintons being forwarded to you 
as soon as possible. 

8. The four Fort St. George and Bengal Ships Hardwicke, Walpole, 
Drake and New Ship Captn. Pearce as was observed in our beforementioned 
Letter are to be dispatched about the beginning of February, as they are 
to be laden partly for each Presidency, we give directions by this con¬ 
veyance to our President Sc Council of Fort St. George to be in readiness 
to forward them as soon after their arrival and delivery of their Consign¬ 
ments there as can be conveniently done, or at least their Cargos if they should 
be obliged to detain any one or more of them for very particular Services. 

9. All the beforementioned Ships destined to the Coast and Bay Vizt 
the Tilbury, Clinton, Hardwicke, Walpole, Drake and New Ship Capt. 
Pearce, and indeed any others which may happen to be on your side of India 
the China Ships excepted (which are to be forwarded as before directed) 
are to be employed and laden home in such manner as may be most con* 
venient and agreeable to the circumstances of our Presidencies and the 
Investments to be laden on them in order to which you cannot too early 
Concert with them the proper measures. But with respect to the Clinton 
we recommend and direct that if you have occasion to send a Ship to Bombay 
with saltpetre or on any other Service to that side of India which may be 
necessary or advantageous to the Company she is to have the preferences 
on condition however that she be returned home the same Season from 
one or other of our Presidencies with a proper Cargo, but to choose from 
the Coast and Bay; this recommendation you are to take due notice of s^ 
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far as relates to your Presidency and you can be any way assisting in carry¬ 
ing our Intentions with respect to the Clinton into execution. 

10. The Winchelsea destined from Bombay to Bengal will be dispat¬ 
ched early in February that she may save her Passage. As Capt. Hows 
has been recommended to us in an extraordinary manner by the greatest 
Persons in the Kingdom, our inclinations are to Indulge him in all respects 
so far as may be consistent with the Company’s Interest, and therefore 
we have given him the double Voyage from Bombay to Bengal and back 
again; but if he can be employed from any of our Presidencies on Freight 
in India so that the Earnings may defray the Demorage, it will fall in 
with our intentions, and if opportunities offer it may be extended in an 
equal degree with that of the Godolphin Capt. Hutchinson, and as its 
our Interest to Oblige those that have Patronized him, his success will 
give us pleasure, we therefore positively order that no other Ship be so 
employed to his prejudice; and Directions similar to these are gone to all out 
Presidencies. 

11. The other five Bombay Ships and which are the last of the season 
it is intended shall have their final Dispatches in all the month of March 
among these is the Britannia, Capt. Thomas Rous, which is to be the Annual 
Ship from thence for China in the year 1763. 

12. We are now to recommend to you as we do to our other Presi¬ 
dencies agreeable to our method for some time past to send such Ships to 
China as cannot be dispatched home from our Presidencies, the Cargos of 
which Ships we would have Amount if possible to Twenty thousand pounds 
at least, to be consigned to our Council of Supra Cargos at Canton, who 
have or will have Orders to take Charge of them under the usual denomina¬ 
tion of Casual Ships and load and dispatch them for England accordingly. 

13. And here it is necessary to take notice that the larger the Remittances 
are to (Canton consistent with the Finances of our several Presidencies the 
more agreeable & useful they will be, as the China Trade is a certain source 
of Profit, and considering the present great Demand for Teas here, will stand 
in need of as large Supplies as can be afforded; In particular we shall e.xpect 
you will give your best assistance to enable the President & Council at 
Fort St. George to send to China on ye. Essex, Houghton & Grosvenor ye, 
full amount at least recommended & directed in our Letter P. London 
Packet. 

14. As the Ships which are employed in the Companys Service this 
season are taken up on the same Terms and Conditions with those of the 
last, we have only to refer you to the Charter parties & our several Advices 
relative to the Ships of last Season & recommend them to your careful 

attention, particularly with respect to short deliveries and Damages. 

• 

15. Should it so unfortunately happen that a Resettlement has not 
l>cen made upon the West Coast or cannot be made in time for securing the 
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Soldiers and Consignments sent on the Ships Elizabeth, Harcourt and 
Horsendon, in such case they are to make the best of their way to Fort St. 
George in order to deliver their said Consignments to the President and 
Council there, who are accordingly to cause them to be unladen with all 
Possible expedition, & then dispatch them to Canton with such a quantity 
of Treasure and Goods as can be provided for them in time. This provision 
is principally meant to obviate any disappointment in case we should have 
no Agents upon the West Coast in consequence of our former Orders. 

16. As a further provision to prevent disappointment in case Agents 
have not been sent (which however we are not willing to suppose), We 
have ordered the said three ships Elizabeth, Harcourt and Horsendon 
to proce<'d first to Batavia for Intelligence and to take in Mr. John Herbert 
^nd carry him to the West Coast together with any other of our Servants 
who are not restrained from acting by being Prisoners on parole or otherways 
and for want of such any other Persons he shall think fitly qualified, wh® 
are to take Charge of and manage our Affairs upon the said Coast pro¬ 
visionally incase no Agents are there from Fort St. George; but if upon 
the arrival of Mr. Henry upon the West Coast any Agents are there 
then Mr. Herbert & our other Servants are to take Rank among them 
according to their standing in our Service. 

17. We have given you the beforementioned Notice with respect to the 
said three West Coast and China Ships that yc.u must give all due and pre¬ 
vious assistance towards Treasure or Goods to be sent by them to China in 
case of their going to Fort St. George as aforesaid, as likewise for your forwar¬ 
ding tliem in like manner to China if by accident they happen to come to 
your Presidency. 

lO. Whatever disability our late Servants upon the West Coast may 
be under^ from acting as Prisoners of War, the Factors & Writers sent out 
the two Seasons preceding this can be under no Restraint of that kind, we 
shall therefore depend either upon their having been sent to their Stations or 
that they will be sent from Fort St. George or elsewhere as soon as possible. 

19. We shall likewise depend upon our several Presidencies sending 
thither every necessary our Service may require of Men, Stores of all kinds, 
•especially Military ones. Money and indeed whatever may be requisite for 
effectually reestablishing & securing our Settlements upon that Coast. 

20. As our Presidency of Fort St. George may possibly lay more convenien¬ 
tly for an immediate attention to the West Coast Affairs you are to observe 
and comply with whatever they shall write to you relative to the assistance 
which may be required of you on this account. We have given the like direc¬ 
tions to Bombay in order that our several Presidencies may cooperate with 
•each other that our Settlements upon the said Coast may be effectually sup¬ 
ported. 
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91 . We have given directions to the President & Council of Fort St. 
George to send Mr. Call to the West Coast or if he cannot go some other able 
Engineer in his room to fix upon a proper Spot for our principal Settlement 
and for projecting and erecting the necessary Works & Buildings, a Copy 
whereof we enclose for your information, and so far as your Presidency may 
or can have any concern therein for your Assistance. 

22. Having in our last Letter given you a general account of our inten¬ 
ded Export this season, we are now to inform you in what manner we propose 
to send that part which is provided for your Presidency : 

1326 bales of Cloth, 125 bales of long Ells of twenty pieces each. 

300 bales broad Long EUs of ten pieces each and 3 bales of sundry 
Sorts, together with 300 bales of Cloth for our Presidency of Bombay, all 
which will be laden on the Tilbury, Walpole, Hardwicke, Drake & New 
Ship Capt. Pearce. 

400 Tons of Copper that is to say 140 of Battery, 150 of Brass, 50 
of Manufactured & 60 of the Japan Sortment will be laden on the 
Tilbury, Clinton, Walpole, Hardwicke, Drake and New Ship Capt. Pearce 
of which the Tilbury will carry about 85 tons and the other Ships nearly 
equal proportions. 

40 tons of Lead to be laden in equal proportions on the Clinton & 
New Ship Capt. Pearce & 40 tons of Iron in like manner on the Hard¬ 
wicke and Drake. 

We shall add such Stores as considering all circumstances we judge 
you will stand in need of in particular we shall send you 300 barrels of 
Gunpowder but for a more particular Accotmt as well as any Variation 
which may happen we refer you to the Invoices of the several Ships as 
they respectively arrive. 

23. The Coast and Bay ships as has been before observed being partly 
laden for Bengal the President & Council of Fort St. George are 
directed to forward the Consignments for your Presidency with all convenient 
dispatch. 

24. The export to Bombay will be so Considerable as to lay us under the 
necessity of sending 300 bales for that Presidency by the Ships bound to your 
side of India, they will be distinguished in the Invoices-of the Ships on 
which they are to be laden, and you are to forward them thither as soon after 
their arrival as you can together with an exact account of the Invoice Prices. 

25. You were informed in our latst Letter that we should order our Agents 
at the Island of Madeira to load 430 Pipes of Wine for the use of our Presi¬ 
dencies of Fort William and Fort St. George, we arc now to acquaint you 
that the said 430 Pipes arc to be equally Divided between the two Presidencies,. 
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and we have accordingly given directions for their being shipped in 

the fol- 

lowing manner vizt. 

Fort St. 

Bengal 

Total 

On the Clinton 

George 

• - • 

50 

50 

Essex 

72 

55 

127 

Houghton . 


55 

126 

Grosvenor . 

72 

55 

127 

Pipes . 

215 

215 

430 


26. The Wine on the Clinton is to be consigned directlyjj for Bengal 
but as the other three Ships do not proceed to your Presidency, the several 
other beforvinentioned Quantities must necessarily be consigned to Fort St. 
George, but it is our express order to the President & Council there to for¬ 
ward to you as conveyances offer the full quantity of 215 pipes including the 
50 pipes by the Clinton and not detain any part thereof as has been too fre¬ 
quently the case in former Consignments of this Article. 

27. As our said Agents will distinguish in the Invoices the particulars 
of the Cost and Charges of the wine intended for you which they are to lade 
on the beforementioned Ships Houghton, Essex and Grosvenor, the Presi¬ 
dent and Council of Fort St. George are to send to you an exact Account thereof 
that you may have the necessary information to govern yourselves in the dis¬ 
posal of it. 

28. You are to cause a careful Survey to be made upon the several parcels 
of Wine and give us an account how they turn out as to quality and Leakage 
and whether the latter is more or less than usual; whetherowing to bad Casks, 
ill-Stowage, Embezzlement, or any other Causes for which either our said 
Agents or the Owners of the Ships ought properly to be answerable; as to 
the Quality we hope to be informed it is very good the Wines having been 
purchased a considerable time and in the most favourable parts of the Year 
for laying in the best ye. Island produced. 

29. The situation of the Companys Affairs requires every advantage to 
be taken that can produce a Profit and unless we can find it as well worth 
\vhile to send Madeira Wine to India as other Merchandize we must discon¬ 
tinue such Consignments. If therefore you expect any future Supplies we 
positively dirM that no Madeira wine be distributed to the President^ the 
Council or any other Persons whatsoever without their payit.g for it, but that it 
be disposed of in the following manner vizt. you are to set apart so many 
Pipes for the use of our Covenant & Military Servants as you shall think 
sufficient and make a Division thereof in such manner and proportions among 
them as You judge reasonable and proper which is accordingly to be delivered 
in every Persons paying for the same the full amount, of the Prime Cost in¬ 
cluding all Charges together with an Advance thereon of 20 p Cent at least; 
all the rest of the Wine is to be sold at public Sale for the most it will fetch 
putting it up at p Gent advance upon the Prime Cost and Charges. 
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30. We shall send no Military Stores this Season either to Fort St. George 
or Fort William except such few Articles as will appear in the Invoices, being 
satisfied from what is mention’d in the President and Council’s Letters of the 
first named Place, that the Stores taken at Pondicherry will be sufficient to 
supply both Presidencies; We have in consequence of such notification 
given directions for their forwarding to you whatever can be spared and 
which you are to remind them of whenever it may be necessary, your other 
Indents are in general as fully complied with as the Tonnage for your side 
of India will admit of. 

31. All the Barrels of Gunpowder will be bound with Copper Hoops, 
the Weight and C()St of which will be separately Invoiced, & the Copper is 
to be disposed of accordingly as Merchandize, you are to take notice also 
that for the future the Company’s mark will be branded on each Barrel before 
it is filled. 

32. In our last Letter we informed you we should send to the West Coast 
ten Chests of Treasure some Iron, Stores & Necessaries the particulars of 
which could not then be ascertained, we are now to acquaint you that 
we shall consign thither the said ten Chests on the three China ships which 
are first to call there as has been already mention’d as also Sundry Goods 
& Stores the most material Articles whereof are lOo tons of Iron, lo tons 
of Steel, 28 tons of Sheet & Pig Lead, 6 tons of Tin, 33 tons of Ironmongers 
Ware, 20 tons of Beef and Pork, 30 tons of Flour, 200 barrels of Gunpowder. 
We intend also to send thither one hundred Military Recruits. We have 
thought this information necessary, that you may regulate the Supplies to be 
sent to Our Settlements on the West Coast accordingly. 

33 - By the accounts we have received from the Public Offices since our 
last Letter we arc enabled to be more particular with respect to the Govern¬ 
ment Stores intended to be sent to India this season; we are now to acquaint 
you they will consist of the following Articles vizt. 

Tons 


Naval Stores about ..... 497 

Victualling Stores . . . , . . . 696 

Cloathing for Coll. Drapers Battalion . . 28 

Coll. Coote’s do. . . 25 

Coll. Monson’s do. . , 27 

Coll. Morris’s do. . . 18 

The several Artillery Companies 5 


1,296 

34. The said Stores will be sent to India in the following manner vizt. 
Two thirds of the Naval & Victualling Stores upon the Nine Ships bound 
to Fort St. George in nearly equal proportions on each Ship, the remaining 
one Third in like manner will be laden on the Bombay Ships. 



126 


LETTER FROM COORT 


35. The Cloathing for the Colonel Drapers, Gootes & Monson’s 
Battalions as also for the Artillery Company upon the Coast of Choromandel 
will go in the ships Hardwicke, Walpole & Drake, that for Coll. Morris’s 
Battalion as also for the Three other Artillery Companies will be sent in the 
Bombay Ships. 

36. Should any of His Majesty’s Sea or Land Forces be in Bengal you 
are to give the proper Officers notice of the beforemention’d Disposition, 
and should any part of such Stores or Cloathing be casually imported with 
you the necessary care is to be taken that they be deliver’d or forwarded for 
the Services they are intended for. 

37. The Government having determined to send about 670 Soldiers 
to India this season, part thereof being Recruits for Coll. Drapers Battalion 
embark on the Tilbury for Fort St. George, the others it is intended shall 
proceed on the rest of the Ships which are consigned first to that Presidency. 

38. In case any of the said Ships shall arrive at & deliver any of the 
said Recruits at Fort William, you are upon their arrival to make a parti¬ 
cular enquiry how they have been used in the Voyage and inform us as we 
are determined to shew a due resentment for any misbehaviour of the 
Commanders or Officers towards them. Their passage is to be paid by us in 
England. You have therefore nothing more to discharge than the usual 
Allowance to the Surgeons if it appears to you they have taken the proper 
care of them in the Voyage. 

39. Mr. Ralph Lcyccstcr a Factor upon the Bengal establishment who 
came home last year with your leave on account of his ill State of Health 
having recovered the same & requested us that he may return to his Sta¬ 
tion, we have complied with his request and accordingly direct that upon 
his arrival at Fort William to take Rank in the same manner as if he had not 
come to England, and agreeable to the orders we gave in our General I^etter 
of the asd March 1759. 

40. We have appointed the following named nine young Gentlemen 
to be Writers upon the Bengal establishment who are to take Rank in the 
order they are here placed vizt. George Hurst, Charles Bentley, Edward 
Bates, Charles Stuart, Robert Palk, William Barton, Nathaniel Bateman, 
Edwd. Croke and Henry Cottrell who will proceed to their Stations on the 
Ships of this season as will appear by the Lists of Passengers in their respec¬ 
tive Packets. 

41. The sending a List of the passengers in the packet of such ship 
on which they proceed is a method we shall continue for the future. 

42. We shall send you as usual a List of all such Persons who have our 
leave to proceed to India as Free Merch[ants] in the Seafaring way or 
otherways. ^ 

43. Wootton Braham had our leave to proceed last season to his Friends 
at Fort Marlborj^qgh, We have now thought proper to appoint him a Writer 
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upon that Establishment if the Govemour and Council or our Agents 
there find him qualified for that Station. If therefore he shall happen to 
be at your Presidency you arc to give him notice to proceed to the West Co«t 
accordingly. 

44. We have appointed the following Persons to be Cadets in our Mili¬ 
tary upon the Bengal Establishment who are to take Rank in the order we 
name them and are to be preferred accordingly if they behave well vizt. 
John Affleck, Robert Davidson, Caesar Flaction, Samuel Blake, Rowland 
Burslem, Jacob Camack and John James Prichard for the Ships they pro¬ 
ceed in you are referred to the Lists of Passengers in the several Packets. 

45. Although the Conduct of the Captains Robert Campbell, Francis 
Flaction & Bryan Scottney in throwing up the Service was precipitate 
and on that account not to be justified, yet considering they had all of them 
behaved in other respects to satisfaction, we have thought proper to readmit 
them info our Military Service upon the Bengal Establishment, but without 
prejudice to the Rank of such Captains who have acted there since their 
Resignation Capt. Scottney being now as we suppose in Bengal under Free 
Merchants’ Covenants is to be acquainted with the Terms on which he may 
reassumc the Service; and we direct that the said Capts. Campbell & 
Flaction do succeed in the order they are here named to the first Companies 
which shall become vacant after their arrival, and that the said Capt. Scottney 
(if he agrees to the Terms) do succeed to the Command of such Company as 
shall become vacant after the Captains Campbell and Flaction shall have 
been promoted as beforementioned. And we further direct that until such 
Vacancies happen they be allowed Captain’s Pay & be employed in such 
manner as you shall think fit; the Capt. Campbell and Flaction*s Pay is to 
commena; upon their arrival in Bengal & Capt. Scottney’s from the receipt 
of this letter. 

46. Officers throwing up their Commissions in order for their coming 
to England to make their Applications to us for redress of Grievances cither 
real or imaginary, and to be readmitted into the Service is the occasion of 
infinite difficulty and trouble and therefore must as much as pK>ssible be pre¬ 
vented in order to which we direct that if any Officer apprehends he is aggrie¬ 
ved he must lay his Case before yoii for your determination, which is to be 
the result of a candid & impartial Enquiry ; but if there should be any 
thing therein of such nature as cannot be determined by you such case in 
ail its circumstances must be represented & referred to our decision. In 
the meantime he must continue in the Service if you think proper, or at least 
Stay in India until our directions can be sent thereon, for if he comes to England 
we shall look upon his Resignation as an effectual Bar against his being em¬ 
ployed again. You are to give publick notice of these directions from time 
to time to all our OflBcers that they may know what they are to trust to. 

47. The Sak of the Bengal Goods is so lately over that wb cannot by 

this conveyance send you a List of Investment to be made at your Presidency 
with the necessary Observations and directions; it therefore be 

12 
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deferred until the dispatch of the next ships; however as you know in general 
the proper Sortments of Goods we shall depend upon your proceeding on 
this very interesting branch of our Affairs with the utmost care and diligence 
that sufficient quantities may be ready in time for giving our Shipping an early 
Dispatcii. You may well form a judgment from the number of Ships which 
are to be returned home from the other Presidencies as well as yours what 
Saltpetre will be wanting, we shall therefore depend upon your making 
a necessary and timely provision for the whole, and sending the proper Quan¬ 
tities to Fort St. George and Bombay by every good conveyance. 

48. Altho Overtures were made to His Majesty & the King of Prussia 
by the several Belligerent Powers in order to a general Pacification, for which 
purpose a Congress was appointed (as you have been before infoimcd) & 
Propositions were made to His Majesty by France for a particular Peace 
with that Grown, which were followed by an actual Negociation, yet that 
Congress hath not hitherto taken place & the Negociation with Fran(e 
is entirely broken off, Mr. Stanley the British Minister at the Court of France 
being returned to England and Mr. Bussy, the French Minister gone back 
to France. In the course of the said Negociation some Claims have been made 
by the Court of Spain highly repugnant to the Interest of this Nation, on whi< h 
account & from the apparent Armaments making in Spain together with 
several suspicious Circumstances in their late Conduct there is too much 
reason to apprehend that a War will break out with that Nation. In the mean¬ 
time Preparations are making to carry on the War even if Spain shouM en¬ 
gage against us in the most effectual manner for the Interest and Advan¬ 
tage of these Kingdoms as the only means that can be productive of a good 
Peace. Fcr your more particular information as to the Sentiments and Re¬ 
solutions of His Majesty and the Houses of Lords and Commons in the pre¬ 
sent Situation of Affairs we send you his Majesty’s speech on opening the 
Parliament, and the Addresses thereupon of both Houses. 

49. The Earl of Bute by his Majestys command has informed us that 
the Dutch Company Complain of many Insults and abuses recently commit¬ 
ted by our Agents in Bengal, we therefore positively direct that you take 
the greatest care not to give the said Company’s Agents any just cause for 
Complaints, & We earnestly recommend it to you to keep and preserve 
a strict Harmony with them, consistent with the good Faith subsisting bet¬ 
ween the two Nations. 

We are. 

Your loving Friends, 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos. Rous/John Boyd/W. 
Thomton/Richd. Wamer/Bourchier Walton/ 
G. Rookc/John Harrison/Richd. Seward/John 
Dorrien/F, W. Barrington/Chas. Cutts/Will. 

‘ Barwell/Timothy Tullic/Christr. Baron/Richd. 

liondon, Smith/Fredk. Pigou/Tho. Waters/Hy. Crabb 

IZSrd Decemberj 1761. Boulton. 
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Declaration of war with Spain—strained relations with the Dutch. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bei^al. 

1. We take the opportunity by this Ship the Clinton to send you a Tripli¬ 
cate of our letter which went by the London Packet under date of the 30th 
of September with a Postscript of the 7th of October, also a Duplicate of the 
letter dated the 23d December by the Tilbury, As we shall write to you 
fully by the latter Ships bound to Bengal, we are now only to advise you, 
That 

2. The Clinton and Essex are now under dispatch, the first to Fort St. 
George and your Presidency, the other for Fort St. George and China, both 
of them being to call first at Madeira to take in their quotas of Wine as 
mentioned in our Letter of the 23rd of December. 

3. For the Goods and Wine consigned to you on the Clinton you are re¬ 
ferred to the Invoices and Bills of Lading from hence, and those you will 
receive from our Correspondents at Madeira. 

4. You were informed by our last Letter that the Negotiation for a Peace 
between Great Britain and France was entirely broken off, it was therein 
also intimated that there was too much reason to apprehend a War would 
break out with Spain, this Event accordingly happened for the 4th of Janu¬ 
ary. War was declared in London against the King of Spain, the motives 
for this measure will appear by His Majesty’s Declaration dated at St. James’s 
the 2nd of the same month which you will herewith receive. 

ij. You are accordingly to cause the said Declaration to be proclaimed 
at Fort William and it’s Depcnden''ics with the usual Solemnities on such 
an occasion. 

6. This information must put you on your Guard and [you must] take 
all proper measures for the Security of Our Navigation against any 
attempts of this ne\v Enemy in particular; you must give the necessary Orders 
and Cautions to the Commandeis of all our Homeward bound Ships to 
be Well on their Guard and avoid touching at any Spanish Ports during 
the whole course of their Voyage. 

7. It is also necessary to inform you that Affairs with the Dutch Nation 
are at present so critically circumstanced that we should not be surprized if they 
take some unjustifiable measures to our prejudice in the East Indies 
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particularly in Bengal, You therefore cannot be too watchful in guarding 
against these our apprehensions. 

We are, 

Your loving Friends, 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos. Rous/John Harrison/ 
Gha. Gough/Fredk. Pigou/Richd. Seward/G. 
Rooke/W. Thornton/Bourchier Walton/Heny. 
Savage/Will. Barwell/Timothy Tullie/F. W. 
Barrington/Richd. Warncr/Christr. Baron/ 
London, Richd. Smith/Tho. Waters/S. Harrison/Hy. 

a7th January 1762. Crabb Boulton/John Dorricn, 
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LETTER DATED 19 FEBRUARY 1762 

Directions regarding French prisoners of war—destination of ships not to be altered 
unless absolutely necessary—appointment of Claude De La Porte for improving 
investment—declaration of war against Spain—capture of a French ship—concern over 
expenses on Shah Alam—observations on Mir Jafar's obligations—proposed withdrawal 
of factory at Haingyyi Island—purchase (f buildings for official use—criticised trade by 
Company*s servants in salt and betel~nut prohibited—allowances and perquisites of the 
Governor—reduction in military expenses urged—one year's notice for quitting service 
essential—all important matters to be placed before Fort William Board — Company's 
servants not to send to England private despatches on Company's transactions in India 
—unsatisfactory state of accounts of Mir Jafar's donation—instructions about restitution 
claims—authority of Board as court of appeal—despatch of recruits for His Majesty's 
forces—transmission of papers relating to the Dutch. 

OuR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

I*. The Letters we have writ to you this Season bear date[s] as follow; 

vizt the 30th September 1761, to which is added a Postscript of the 7th 
of the following month. 

23rd December and 
a7th of January 1762. 

2. Having in those Letters given you many directions and advices neces* 
sary for your information and guidance in the conduct of our Affairs we shall 
now add such others as occur; but the principal intent ofthis Letter is to make 
such Observations upon your several Advices received in thccotirse of last 
year, as have not yet been remarked upon. All which are ranged under the 
usual heads. 


*To avoid reptiiiiDn marginal lummarie* appearing in tome of the paragraphi have been dekted. 
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First of Shipping 

3. The President and Council of Fort St. George have insisted upon the 
Necessity of sending as many of the French Prisoners to Europe as possible. We 
are very sensible of the expediency of that measure, but at the same time as we 
cannot see with unconcern the heavy Expences which fell upon us on this Ac¬ 
count. We have told them that, tho’ it is of great importance the Officers in 
particular should be sent away, yet the Allowance to the Captains of the Ships 
should be borne by the Officers themselves if they are in a condition to pay it; 
but in all Events no more is to be allowed than Thirty pounds for the Fresh 
Provisions and Accommodation of each Commission Officer. As to the rest 
of the Officers, and Private Men they are to make the most reasonable Terms 
they can for their Passage; many of the latter it is apprehended are not French 
Men. It is therefore recommended to them in order to save the Expence of their 
passage to take them into Our Service if they think it may be safely done. 
We have added that they have indulged the French Officers, many of them at 
least, in bringing with them a number of Servants & large quantitys of Bag¬ 
gage, which they are in future not to allow of, but to take care that no more 
Servants or Baggage be permitted than shall be really necessary. The above 
directions are signified to you for your guidance in case of your sending any 
French Prisoners to Europe. 

4. If you are really in want of Pilot Sloops & small Vessels to send with 
Dispatches and for other Services, we must acquiesce with your desiring the 
President and Council of Bombay to build the four Schooners you mention; 
but as among other great Expences of your Presidency, those of the Marine are 
very Considerable, the utmost care must be taken to keep them within the most 
reasonable bounds. 

5. We agree with you that Captain George Enye of the Tartar Sloop his 
arrival with the News of the Capture of Pondicherry must be very agreeable. 
But we think the Present you made him on this account, considering the present 
Circumstances of the Company, was too much. It is true you say it was also for 
much trouble he had in the Service, but it does not appear what that Trouble 
was. We are never ungrateful, but then We expect Gratuities whenever they 
are really necessary bare [bear] a reasonable proportion to the Services per¬ 
formed, and this in Extraordinary^ Cases only. 

6. The protesting against the Captains Mc.Cleod and Quicke for refusing 
to leave the River after their Dispatches were delivered, and some other irre¬ 
gularities you mention was right, and in all Cases of Misbehaviour the like 
measures must be taken for our infoimation with respect to the said two Cap¬ 
tains if they do not give good reasons for their said behaviour we shall take 
all proper notice of it. 

7. We directed that the Lord Anton should be lent from Bengal to Bom¬ 
bay and we meant thereby an advantage to Qs4>t. Ghidk. We find however that 
the Lord Mansfield^ Oapt. Me. Cieod whi seht in her stead. It is true there 6 itt 
lomeOtroiiflutaitoes with mpeet to the Oondidon «f the LoAt AaicUl whidi 
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appear to have some weight for your not Sending her to Bombay, but We must 
insist upon it that you do not on any future occasions alter our Destination 
of Shipping without a real & absolute Necessity for so doing. 

Secondly of Good*, from Europe, or from one I^rt of India to another 

8. Having already given you a general account of our Exports to all part 
by the Ships of this Season, and in particular to your Presidency, we have only 
to refer you to the several Ships Invoices as they arrive for your more certain 
information! As we send no Treasure for the reasons mention’d in our last 
Letters we must and shall in a great measure depend upon you for furnish¬ 
ing a sufficient Quantity for our China Trade as well as assisting our other Pre¬ 
sidencies if they shall be in want of your Assistance. 

9. As our Consignments consist entirely in Goods we are in hopes the 
Troubles in the Country will have so far subsided as to admit of Advantageous 
Sales which we are concern’d to observe has not been the case for some time 
past. We shall depend upon your best endeavours to Serve us in this very 
material Branch of Affairs, by disposing of as much as you can in Bengal or 
sending such proportions to the other Presidencies as may be most advanta¬ 
geous to the Company. 

10. When we contract for Brass and Iron Ordnance to be sent to Bengal 
we shall take due notice of the observations you make upon those which have 
been already sent you. 

11. We shall depend upon your putting the Mint upon such a footing as 
will be most Advantageous to the Company and as nearly agreeable to our 
Orders as may be. For this purpose you will get the most able Assistants you 
can, particularly in the art of Assaying. We imagine such persons are not diffi¬ 
cult to be found in Bengal, and who may be of great use if well looked after, 
especially under the care and inspection of Mr. Anselmn Beaumont who was 
recommended last year to be our Mint Master. 

12. Our Accountant having made some Remarks upon the Coins trans¬ 
mitted to us in the course of last season they are now sent for your Information 
and guidance. 

13. We cannot help thinking that your Merchants have not made an ac¬ 
curate Trial of the Sample of Cornish Tin we sent you, which they say, upon 
examination was found inferior to the Eastern Tin both in quality and con¬ 
venience of being Worked, and that it would bring no more than C. Rups. 
18-8 P. F. Maund^, whilst that from the East sold at Rs. 20. Because the 
same season we sent Samples to our President and Council of Bombay, who 
have given us a very different & satisfactory account, who inform us that a 
considerable quantity of such Tin will find a vend Annually at that'Presi¬ 
dency and hsve accordingly Indented for eighty sevoi Tons, and add that oh 
Trial it proved full as good as the Tin that comes to that side of India from 

'Siam & the Malay Coasts; and at Surat they esteem it rather Better & will 
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fetch as good a Price as that Tin usually does. We cannot procure any Tin 
in time for the ships of this season, but when we send any we shall expect you 
will be more accurate in your Examination and that you will use your best 
endeavours to promote the Vend of this Article, not only as it may introduce a 
valuable branch of Trade to the Company, but also on its being a National 
Object. 


Thirdly of Investment 

14. We now send agreeable to annual custom Eist of the Investment to 
be made at your Presidency the ensuing Season with the necessary Remarks and 
Directions which you are carefully to observe. 

15. Your utmost endeavours must be exerted for making as large a provi¬ 
sion of Goods as your Circumstances will admit of; the necessity of this injunc¬ 
tion is too obvious to want explanation, for without plentiful Returns it is im¬ 
possible for the Company to provide the necessary Exports and defray the im¬ 
mense Expences the War with France and the various Troubles in India have 
drawn upon us. 

16. You will also take care to provide a sufficient Quantity of Salt Petre 
as well for the Ships to be dispatched from Bengal as our other Presidencies 
and you are to lade such surplus Quantities on each Ship as may be consistent 
with sending home the more valuable Parts of your Investments and the put. 
ting every Ship upon as equal a footing in point of Tonnage as possible. 

17. The Goods received this season from your Presidency by the ships 
Latham,Onslow and Royal Duke (those by the Lord Anson not being in time to 
be yet sold) [are] in general better in quality than usual, especially the Cossaes 
however as many are still defective and may with due care & attention be 
very much improved. We have engaged Mr. Claude De la Porte to proceed to 
you in the ship Hardwicke, who is a perfect Judge of the nature and quality 
of all kinds of Bengal Goods fiit for Europe, having had many years Experience 
& long frequented the Sales of the various Nations trading to the East In¬ 
dies, which enables him to point out those Qualities best approved of. We hope 
therefore by his assistance great advantages may accrue to our Trade in parti¬ 
cular from those Countries lately acquired and put us in a condition to supply 
the different European Markets with*Sortments suitable to them^ and We earn¬ 
estly recommend it to you to aid Mr. De la Porte with all necessary advice 
& Instructions to make the best use of his knowledge & Abilities & do all in 
your power to answer our intentions of sending him. 

18. Mr. De la Porte is to act under your direction & is to stay in India 
during our pleasure. He is to be allowed Two hundred pounds a year to com¬ 
mence from his Arrival in Bengal to be paid quarterly, which said Allowance 
is to be in full for Salary, Diet, Lodging and Expences of whatsoever kind, 
except those which may be necessarily incurred by going from jilace to place 

■ tn make discovery of New Manufactures or giving Instructions for the Improve- 
' ment of old Ones, which smd Expences (being reastmabie) you are to discharge 
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on his certif^g the particulars under his hand & making Oath to the 
Truth thereof if required & of which an account is to be transmitted to us. 

19. We have paid him Fifty pounds to defray the Charges of his Pas¬ 
sage, which Sum is not to be considered as any part of the above Allowance 
of Two hundred pounds a year. 

20. Mr. De la Porte has entered into Covenants with us not to carry on 
any Trade on his own Account, nor is he to [enter into the] Service of any 
other European Nation on any pretence whatsoever under the penalty of 
j^^iooo as you will see by the said Covenants, Copy whereof we transmit in 
the Hardwicke’s packet for your information. 

21. We observe the pains Mr. Wilder has taken to examine into & re¬ 
gulate the Raw Silk Investment & are satisfied that by his continuing some 
time longer in Bengal he will more effectually answer the design of our send¬ 
ing him out. On this account we dispense with his proceeding to China as 
he can be of little Service in regulating that Silk Investment, especially at 
this time, and do accordingly permit him to Continue in Bengal for Two 
years from the time of the Expiration of his contract under the Terms and 
Conditions of his said Contract which bears date the 25th March 1757, and 
the orders and directions we gave respecting him in our General Letter of 
that day. As Mr. Wilder’s contracted time of five Years expires on the 25th 
March 1762, we shall have the Advantage of his Service for the said addi¬ 
tional Two years and it will give him sufficient time to settle his own private 
Concerns. He is therefore to return to England by the 25th March 1764, 
or upon the first Ship which sails after that time, when his Annuity & all 
other Appointments are to Cease. 

22. During Mr. Wilder’s continuance in Bengal as aforesaid he is to be 
indulged in all the Privileges of Trade which our Covenant Servants enjoy. 
But he is not upon any account whatsoever to Trade to have any Dealings 
in Raw Silk either for himself or others which you are to take care is strictly 
observed by him. 

23. In packing the Bales at Bombay Screws of a particular construction, 
introduced by the late Mr. Lamb are made use of to good effect, and as the 
like may be of great service for packing the Bales at your Presidency tight and 
close, you are to write to the President & Council to send you from thence 
a Sett o[f?] two or more, as you may want them. We shall also in our next 
Letters to Bombay give directions accordingly. Your own discretion will 
lead you to the use of them: for Coarse Goods they will undoubtedly be 
proper, though they may not for fine ones. 

24. We send you by this conveyance an account of Pieces Wanting in the 
Bales received the last Season from your Presidency. As the Bales appeared 
tight and h^d not been Opened since they were padeed, the Embezzlements 
mig^t have happened in your Warehouse. You are therefore to cause a very 
particular Enquiry to be made inm this Affair & find out if possible the 
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parsons who have been culpable. We must add that you are to make such 
iUi^lations as may prevent any thing of this kind happening again^ as we 
diall look upon the Warehouse keeper & whoever else are employed in the 
Warehouse to be answerable for such Embezzlements. 

Fourthly of the Trade of India, transactions relative to the European 
Powers, Country Government &ca. 

25. You were informed by our last letter that the Negotiation for a Pea¬ 
ce between Great Britain & France was entirely broken off. It was therein 
also intimated that there was too much reason to apprehend a War would 
break out with Spain. This event accordingly happened for on the 4th Janu¬ 
ary War was declared in London against the King of Spain. The motives for 
this measure will appear by His Majesty’s Declaration dated at St. James’s 
the 2nd of the same month, which you will herewith receive. 

26. You are accordingly to cause ye said Declaration to be proclaimed 
at Fort William & all its Dependencies with the usual Solemnities on such 
an occasion. 

27. This information must put you upon your guard & [you must 
take all proper Measures for the Security of our Navigation against 
any attempts of this New Enemy; in particular you must give the necessary 
Orders and Cautions to the Commanders of all our Homeward bound Ships 
to be well on their guard and avoid touching at any Spanish Ports during the 
whole course of their Voyage. 

28. His Majesty’s Frigate Venus arrived at Plymouth from a Cruize on 
the 3rd of January & brought in la Boulogne of and for Port I’Orient from 
the Isle of France laden with Coffee and Pepper which she took, the 27th 
of December about sixty Leagues to the Westward after an hours Engagement, 
in which the Venus had one man killed & five or six Wounded. She mounts 
20 Guns & carried 140 Men, had been about three Months from the Isle of 
France & left the French Squadron there. At present we have not learnt 
any further particulars. 

29. The Count d'Estaing was a passenger in the said Ship & is also 
brought into Plymouth. As this Officer broke his Parole by taking and des¬ 
troying our Settlements at Gombroon & upon the West Coast of Sumatra, 
at a time when he was still a Prisoner of War, we have laid before his Majesty 
a true state of the case, in order for their taking such measures with respect 
to the said Officer as His Majesty shall think proper. The mischief this man 
has done must be caution not to trust any Officer of consequence in future 
upon his Parole, but send him to England directly by the first of the Company’s 
ghips that sail. 

30. In our Lettor of the 30th S^tember last we gave you ouj* sentiments 
in genoal upon the late Revolutions in Bengal, since which we are further 
informed of the Shawzada’s defeat, his throwing himself upon you for 
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Protection & the immense Expence of his Maintenance out of the Com¬ 
pany’s Moneys of oo less than One thousand Rupees a day & of some views of 
placing him upon the Throne of Dclly. It is alledged indeed that care will be 
taken that the Nabob Defrays the said daily Expence, which we hope will be the 
case, or at least that some other certain means be fixed upon to Rcunbursc 
that Expence & all other Expences on his account. Upon a view of the 
frequent Revolutions, the great Designs proposed to be executed, & the conse¬ 
quent Heavy Expences too justly to be apprehended, We are filled with the 
utmost anxiety least the Events should turn out to the prejudice of Our 
Affairs, and in particular the Scheme of assisting the Shawzada we hope has 
been well Considered, & if entered upon, carried on with that prudence as 
may leave no room to impeach your Conduct. 

31. It is from a quiet situation of Affairs only in Bengal that we can hope 
to have the benefit of the large Revenues we are at present in possession of; 
a permanent Tranquility therefore must be the constant object in view, for, 
extensive as our Territories and Revenues are, they must be Exhausted by the 
Army, which, by your Treaty with the present Nabob, is to be paid out of the 
produce of them. 

32. Nothing but the most unavoidable necessity (which you assert was 
the case) ought to have induced you to give up the real Security you were 
possessed of from the Nabob Jaffeir Ally Khan for the Money owing from him 
to the Company, we mean the Lands Mortgaged to us on that account, for 
his Promise to make good the Balance at several Monthly Payments until the 
whole was discharged, which we observe, amounting to Rupees 16,07,5^2- 
4-8 was extremely precarious. And we are sorry to find that in fact upon his 
removal that Debt remained and the only Security we had for it was some 
Jewels valued by him at Twelve Laaks & an half, but which you imagined 
would not, when sold, produce above half that sum. This Instance will 
evince how cautious, then, you ought at all times to be in parting witli real 
and substantial Securities for Promises, however strongly made. It is some 
consolation however to find that the present Nabob has engaged to make 
good the Balance, agreeable to the several monthly Payments stipulated with 
Jaffeir Ally Kltan. We shall accordingly expect to hear by your next advices 
the Whole has been recovered. 

33. The Countries granted to the Company by the Treaty with the pre¬ 
sent Nabob you say will in time of Peace under proper Regulations produce 
an annual Revenue of Fifty Laaks of Rupees & upwards. This is a noble 
Object and well worth your utmost care and attention; more especially at this 

• time when our wants are so great and our Expences so heavy. We shall ac¬ 
cordingly depend upon your taking such prudent measures as may secure to 
us the quiet possession of those Territories and the Collection of Revenues 
to as large* an amount as may be consi[stent] with the ability of the Inhabi- 
' ants and that hum[ane] lenity which we would alwRys have observed on such 
'occa[sion8.]« ’ 
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34. It gives us pleasure to observe tlwt the King of the Burmars* who 
caused our people at the Negrais to be so cruelly Massacred is since Dead, 
and succeeded by his son who seems to be of a more friendly & humane 
Disposition. However the intention of Withdrawing all the remaining People 
and Effects from thence is a right measure, especially as the Country is so 
much' involved in Troubles as you represent it. We have reason to think the 
late King would not have proceeded to such a cruel extremity without some 
Provocations; the President & Council of Fort St. George under whose more 
immediate cognizance the Affairs of that Country fall, appear by their last 
advices to be making some Enquiries into the Causes of the King’s Indigna¬ 
tion against the English. We therefore defer giving our Sentiments thereon 
until we have the final result of those enquiries. We cannot omit however 
observing that it has been alledged the People belonging to some of the Coun¬ 
try ships had taken part with the Peguers and behaved in a Hostile and Vio¬ 
lent manner; We hope by this time our said President & Council have gone 
thro’ the Enquiry and if they find any truth in this allegation that the Persons 
concerned have been duly censured, for we will never suffer our Affairs to be 
embroiled by the indiscretions and bad conduct of Private persons residing in 
India under our protection. You will be informed from Fort St. George 
whether any Persons belonging to Calcutta have been any way Guilty in this 
Affair, and we shall expect you will resent this behaviour as it shall appear to 
deserve. 


Fifthly of Fortifications, Buildings & Revenues 

35. When we gave our sentiments and directions upon the Fortifica¬ 
tions and Works at Fort William in our Letter of the 13th of March last we 
had only the idea of Mr. Brohier’s having projected Plans of such an Ex¬ 
tensive nature as run into immense & unnecessary Expences, not imagin¬ 
ing he would have acted the unfaithful part which has been so evidently 
proved upon him; but since we are so liable to Impositions in this Branch 
of our Affairs, it is incumbent on you to take the utmost care to prevent them, 
and to see that no other Works are carried on than shall be really & abso¬ 
lutely necessary, agreeable to the directions in our said Letter of the 13th 
of March, which are so full as to need no further addition. 

» 

36. With respect to the Frauds conamitted by Mr. Brohier and others 
employed on the Works, we have been very full in our Letter of the 30th 
September last and have therefore nothing more to add here than to enforce 
our orders for your making the Enquiries therein mentioned with the great¬ 
est diligence and strictness, and recovering as much more of what wc have 
been Defrauded as is possible to be done. 

37. From the character you give of Mr. Thomas Amphlett we think 
it a lucky circumstance that he was able to be going on with the Fortifica¬ 
tions upon Brohier’s detection, but as a more perfect Knowl-idge than 
he can possibly be master of will be necessary [to] compleat so great a Work, 
%ve repeat our Orders to the President & Council of Bombay to send. 
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without fail| and [as] soon as possible Mr. James Mace to you, according 
to our original intentions, who is to act under your Direction Chief 3 Engi- 
nccr of your Presidency. Mr. Amphlett is to be his Assistant & have all 
the Encouragement his Service merit. You are by the first opportunities 
to inform the President and Council of Bombay of our Orders for sending 
Mr. Mace to you and insist upon their being forthwith complied with. 

38. It is too common for Engineers to be making such variations in 
the Plans of those who have preceded them as to greatly enhance the Charges 
and perhaps not make any material Amendments. We make this observa¬ 
tion that the proper use may be made of it upon Mr. Mace’s arrival; for as 
your Works, even with the utmost care and attention, will, before they are 
compleated, be a constant & excessive Drain out of our Estate. No new 
Projects are to be introduced without your most serious consideration, and 
especially if accompanied with additional Expence. 

39. We shall depend upon Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted having proceed¬ 
ed to Bombay agreeable to the orders in our letter of the ist April 1760, 
and to what you have mentioned in Answer thereto in your letter of the 16th 
January 1761. 

40. In our letter of the 13th of March last we took notice & com¬ 
plained of the Expences we were charged with for extra Allowances for 
House Rent & the Purchases of several others. We are sorry to observe 
you are continuing the same Measures; for, however sanguine you may 
be in imagining our New acquired Revenues may answer almost every 
Expence, we know too well how precarious they are, & that taking in 
all • considerations no extraordinary Expences can be sustained by the 
Company. Whether the Renting the House lately possessed by Col. Clive 
for a Custom House instead of the Old one you sold for CRs. 8,051 as being 
out of Repair was really necessary does not appear to our satisfaction. 
Neither does your purchasing a House of Mr. Holmes’s Attorneys at the rate 
of CRs. 20,000 for the Commanding Officer of our Troops which we think 
by [to be ?] much too large an addition to the Majors Allowances, but most 
certainly the purchasing Mr. Frankland’s House for, as you mention, the 
Refreshment of the Governour when the multiplicity of Business will permit 
him to leave the Town at the expence of A. Rups 10,000, is, notwithstanding 
your allegation to the contrary, a Superfluous Charge, & must as in 
reason it ought, be borne by the Governour at hiS own Private Expence; this 
is the more necessary and reasonable since the Noble Appointments settled 
upon the Governor by our directions last season, which are intended to take 
in all Expences he may be put to for Convenience on the Company’s account. 

41. It is reasonable the President should be upon the same footing as 
those of Fort St. George and Bombay with respect to Consignments of Coral 
and Silver on private Accoimt, and therefore as the Ftopiietors of thpse 
Articles enter into Bonds to pay two P Cent Commission thereon to the Presi¬ 
dent we do agree to his receiving such Ckmunission. 
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42. In answer to the request you make for direction as to the Import 
Duty on Copper bought at the Company’s Sales at Madrass, we say, you 
did right in levying the Import Duty of Four P Cent on such Copper as on 
other Goods Imported; And you must continue to do so. It can be no hard¬ 
ship on the Proprietor, for, as he knows the duty will be Icvyed, he will 
give a Price for it accordingly at Madras. And it is equal to us whether the 
Profit [proceeded] from an advance on the Sale or upon receipt of the Duty. 

43. By the directions we gave in our letter of the 1st of April 1760 We 
meant that the Nabob should not be defrauded of his Duties by an abuse of 
the Dusticks, nor Private Traders oppressed, but as it appeared by your 
advices of the i6th January 1761, that y[ou]r Farming the Duties of the Nabob 
and the other methods we had pointed out are not practicable. We must 
therefore acquiesce in their not being carried into execution. At the same 
time we repeat & enforce what we mentioned in our said Letter that in all 
events the Dusticks are to be upon such a just footing as to secure the Gov¬ 
ernment their Duties & enable the Merchant to pay our Customs. 

44. It has been intimated that some of our late Servants had Engrossed 
the Sale of Beetle & Salt to their own great emolument, but highly pre¬ 
judicial to the Interest of the Nabob. As such Measures tend greatly to 
the embroiling our Affairs as well as being injurious to the Community 
We enjoin you to take the utmost Care that neither our Servants or any 
Persons residing under our protection have any Concern in such Farm for 
the future. 

Sixthly and Seventhly of Covenant and Military Servants and Accounts 

• 

45. With respect to an application made to us by President Vansittart 
wherein he submits it to our Consideration whether he might not be In¬ 
dulged with the additional Allowance of One thousand pounds a year which 
President Clive had by our directions : You will observe Mr. Vansittart’s 
request has been anticipated by the noble Appointments we settled upon him 
by our letter of the 13th March last Pars. 59-138 which Appointments must 
be imderstood to include the said 000 a year as well as all other Emolu¬ 
ments, appointments & Allowances whatsoever. 

46. We are very sensible of the importance of giving all due Encourage¬ 
ment to our Servanis to make themselves Masters of the Country Languages; 
but surely the annexing a Salary of Three hundred Rupees a month to the 
Post of Translator is too large an Allowance, especially as it is given to one 
of our Servants in the rank of a Writer only vizt. Mr. Charles Rogers, who, 
tho’we tru.st from your account is a very deserving young Man, yet as we 
think the Allowance in general too great, we shall leave it to you to make a 
reasonable abatement therein. 

47. Had not so many of our Servants in superior Stations thrown up the 
Service in the manner they did, there would have been no occasion for oitf 
sending Persom in the rank of Factors; but you know very well it was a case 



140 


LETTER FROM COURT 


of necessity, & as such the measure was taken. Your animadversions there* 
upon are therefore indecent & improper, especially as some among you 
(though not avowed in the General Letter) have, in their private Capacities 
sollicited for introducing Persons who reside in India into the Service in 
prejudice to others. We are well pleased to hear the Gentlemen who have 
been Superseded by the beforementioned Factors behave to your Satis¬ 
faction, if they continue so to do they may depend upon our having a due 
regard to their respective Services. 

48. Although we are always averse to the superseding of Officers 
without very good reasons being given, yet as you have thought proper to 
give a Majority to Gaptn. Martin Yorke upon the particular recommendation 
of Col. Gaillaud, We must suppose that you were fully satisfied he 
was the best qualified for that Post. Upon this consideration only We 
acquiesce with your said Appointment, and from Captain Fischer’s candid 
Behaviour on this occasion wc make no doubt of his continuing to serve the 
Company with chearfulness. With respect to Capt. Carstairs it was his 
misfortune to arrive after the appointment of Major Yorke & therefore 
as he was superseded by this Accident he is to be content; but you may 
assure him from us wc shall always have a regard for his good Services. 

49. Otir Military Expences are so large, and to all appearance encreas- 
ing, that no Innovations should be introduced without an absolute neces¬ 
sity. If the appointment of an Additional Field Officer was really under 
this circumstance we must submit to it, hut you are to lake notice that you 
are to take the first proper & favotirable oi)portunity of reverting to the 
constant method of having One Major only upon your Establishment. 

50. We find you have formed two Troop% of European Horse and a Part 
of Hussars upon Col. Caillaud’s representing the absolute necessity of such 
a Corps of Cavalry. As this is heavy addition to our Military Exp nees 
we hope the measure was not undertaken without, what is before observed^ 
an absolute necessity. However since it is raised we earnestly recommend 
the greatest care may be taken to keep the Expences within the limits men¬ 
tion’d in your Consultations of the 22nd September 1760 and the moment 
when Circumstances will safely admit of it you are to reduce the whole 
Corps or at least a part of it. 

51. Upon forming the said Corps of Cavalry, we observe, you appoint¬ 
ed Mr. Carvalho a Captain-Lieutenant therein, which was the occasion 0/ 
a Memorial from Thirty-three Subaltern Officers complaining of that 
Promotion being made to their Prejudice. As Mr. Carvalho does not appear 
to have been upon the List of Officers at the time, we do not wonder at 
the Discontent such a Measure must naturally give. It has been bef re 
observed Officers are not to be superseded without good and satisfactoiy 
Reasons yet when such really subsist (which do not in the present case) 
Wc shall be very ready to support the Authority you are invested with by 
Us for the appointment and promotion of proper Officers and is [jtV] re^dy to 
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discourage all Combinations repugnant thereto. Mr. Carvalho’s resigna¬ 
tion, in order to put an end to the ferment certainly merits notice, & if he 
is well qualified for an Officer deserve all consistent Encouragement. 

52. The List of Military Officers received by the Royal Duke by no 
means gives us the Information we want, as it contains only a List of their 
Names and the Dates of their present Commissions. In future therefore 
you must cause the Military Lists to be drawn out upon the Plan practiced 
at Fort St. George vizt. make Five Columns, in the first insert the Names, 
in the second the present Rank of each Officer, in the third the Date of such 
Rank, in the fourth in what Rank he was upon his first admission into the 
Service, & in the Fifth the Date of his said first Rank. Such Lists are very 
necessary for our information & therefore you must not fail sending them 
by two or three Conveyances every year. 

53. We expect the orders for our Covenant Servants giving Twelve 
Months notice of their intentions for quitting our Service are strictly compr 
lied with, & they are not to be suffered to Come a^vay before the expira¬ 
tion of that Term. We expect also & direct that upon the Expiration of 
the said Twleve Months Notice they shall be no longer in the Service, unless 
it shall most evidently appear to you that it will be for the Interest of the Com¬ 
pany to continue them until our further Pleasure is known. 

54. Affairs of great Importance, such as the Treaty Negotiated with 

Cossim Aly Khan most certainly otight to be laid before the Board before 
^ey are carried into Execution, if it can possibly be done with Safety. 
It may be true that the Secrecy which was observed by the Select Committee 
might greatly facilitate the carrying the said Treaty into Execution under 
their sole Direction, yet it would have been more satisfactory to have had the 
Approbation of the whole Board, who ought in such Case to have been en¬ 
joined the most inviolable Secrecy. In all future Transactions of Con- 
Sequence therefore you are to observe, agreeable to our Directions in the year 
1757, i*' general nothing is to be concealed from the President & Coun¬ 

cil, but what in its nature and circumstances ought to be really Secret. 

55. As Messrs. Sumner and Mc.Gwirc had been sworn in and acted 
for some time as Members of the Select Committee before our Orders on this 
head arrived. We do agree to their being continued therein. We observe 
it is resolved that [as] Vacancies happen in the said Committee no New Mem¬ 
bers are to be taken in until the number is reduced under Five, which We 
approve of as being agreeable to our last Orders. 

56. In reply to your Paragraph relating to the request of the Revd. 

Mr. Butler you are to take notice that we will upon no account have the Sala¬ 
ries and Appointment of our Chaplains encreased, as we are satisfied the 
present ones are fully sufficient, ^ 

m 

57 * sorry to observe that many Informations concerning the Gomt- 

pany’s Affairs have been sent to His Majesty’s Ministers and other Great 
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Men from our Servants belonging to yotirs and our other Presidencies, some 
of wlxich particularly upon the late Transactions with the Dutdh in Bengal 
have much embarrassed us; We wont say that such Communications are 
made with a view to lessen the authority of the Court of Directors, but 
they certainly have a great tendency that way. You are therefore to use 
all possible means for putting a Stop to this Practice, and as the Court of 
Directors is the only channel through which Government receives all Infor¬ 
mations concerning the Company’s Affairs, if private Informations there¬ 
fore are sent from any of our Servants or others under our Protection we 
shall deem such Persons unworthy of the Company’s Service & they shall 
be certainly Dismissed, whatever their Rank or Station may be. 

58. In consideration of Capt. Thomas Fenwick’s long Services, ad¬ 
vanced Age and Infirmities we do agree that he [be] excused from any fur¬ 
ther Military Duty but that however he do enjoy his Pay and all the Emolu¬ 
ments as Captain of the first Company, and his said Company is to be command¬ 
ed during his Life by a Captain Lieutenant. 

59. Among the Cadets for your Presidency mention’d in our Letter of 
the 23rd December, there is one Samuel Blake, who having since Declined pro¬ 
ceeding in that Station, We have in his room appointed George Thomas 
who is to rank & be preferr’d next after Caesar Flaction, in the same manner 
as was directed with respect to the said Samuel Blake. 

60. Instead of inserting the names of Cadets in the General Letter, we 
shall in future cause exact & regular Lists to be sent in the Packets signed 
by our Secretary, and the Persons therein mention’d are accordingly to be 
employed & take Ranks in the order they shall be named in such Lists. 

6r. With respect to the Demands for Bonds lost in June 1756 We are 
surprized that you should again refer those Claims to us without any expla¬ 
nation, which was required by our letter to you €>f the ist April 1760 and that 
you should content yourselves with giving an opinion of their Justness without 
acquainting us with the Grounds upon which the same was founded. This is 
the more Extraordinary, as some of those Demands differ materially from 
your own Accounts & some do not even appear to have any Claim on your 
Statement. 

62. If you had duly attended to the Enquiry, we directed (ist April 
1760) concerning the Demands that had then come before us, you would have 
been the necessity of having the rest of the Demands likewise explained. 

63. And therefore till you have fully complied with our former direc- 
ions we can by no means agree with you on the Justice of those Claims, 

nor consent to the payment of them. 

64. As to the Payment you have made to the Widow Massey of Interest^ 
on Rups. 10,000, We cannot but disapprove of your Conduct therein, as this 
Bond does not appear to have be«i attended with any Circumstances different 
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from the other Claims, and as the Payment of the Interest may be construed 
as acknowledging the Legality of the whole Demand which at present is not 
sufficiently evident to us. And][we*arc here necessarily led to direct that You 
not only avoid discharging the Principal of any of the Bonds said to be lost 
but even any Interest on them until you shall have enabled us to determine 
finally thereon. 

65. We are sorry to observe that the separate Books of the Nabob’s 
Donation which you have transmitted are not so satisfactory to us as you seem 
to imagine because this matter is now thrown into a very different light from 
what had appeared by your former Statements for instance. 

66. The Nabob being charged in those Books with a greater Batta than 
any of your former Statements had mention’d & indeed greater than the 
different species of his payments produced the respective Funds are Over- 
Credited thereby, and consequently their Balances do now appear much 
larger than they ought. 

67. It is true this would have occasion’d no difference provided those 
Funds had been duely & timely charged with their Proportions of the Loss 
by Batta instead of the’whole of that Loss being placed to the Companys 
Account, as it now stand[s]. 

68. And we are the more surprized that the proper Deductions for the 
Losses by Batta, Jewels and Cloth were not made before the separate Books 
were closed, as you yourselves were sensible they ought to have been. 

69. Another instance of the inaccuracy of the separate Books is the want 
of proper Explanations^ whether the Payments made to the several Funds are 
on account of Principal or Interest. 

70. We are at a’Loss to understand the further Dividend of seven & an 
half P cent which you mention to have paid to the European Sufferers, 
but We must conclude that it is only a part of the twenty P Cent Interest you 
had agreed to allow them (by your letter of 29th December 1759) and which 
we acquiesced in by our Advices of last year. And here we must again 
repeat our positive directions that on no account whatever this Indulgence 
of Twenty P Cent be exceeded. 

71. Your desiring further and particular Orders for the application of 
the Surpluses on the several Funds when we had already been very full & 
explicit is too plain an indication of your reluctance to comply with our 
Determination on that head. The Directions we gave 8th March 1758 
relative thereto were accompanied with such reasons as we conceived 
must be convincing to any unprcju[di]ced persons, but it seems you are not 
satisfied therewith, notwithstanding you cannot be ignorant that the Company 
have by the Treaty with the Nabob Jaffeir Ally Khan a very inadequat 
Compensation for their immediate & consequential Losses, in fact it is 
impossible to set a just Estimate upon them taken in their full extent, and 
yet when the European Sufferers have undoubtedly receiv’d an ample 

13 



144 


LETTER FROM COURT 


Reparation for their Losses, together with an Interest of ao P Cent thereon, 
you discover an unwillingness to apply the Residue towards placing the 
Company upon an equal footing. However we arc not dispos^ to leave 
this matter any longer in suspence, for as to your apprehensions of being 
subjected to any disputes at Law with the concerned, the Company must of 
course be the only party affected thereby. We therefore peremptorily insist 
that the whole of the Surpluses be considered as a Fund of Restitution to 
the Company and do remain in your Treasttry accordingly. 

72. As to the Funds for the Natives and Armenians we can at present 
only direct that they be paid the amoimt of their established Losses, for as 
to Interest we have not receiv’d the least intimation that any is expected 
on them. You are therefore not to make any such Allowance without our ap¬ 
probation. 

73. With regard to the Sum reserved for the European Commissioners 
we cannot suppose that Gentlemen acting for themselves their Friends and 
Coimtry Men will expect any Reward for that service & therefore, we 
require and direct that the same be considered as part of the Surpluses and 
subject to the like detention in your Treasury. 

74. As to the Opinion you request from us concerning your authority 
for dissolving the Commission for adjusting the European Claims, we concur 
with your having dissolved the same, for as you advise that no fresh Claims 
had appeared for some time, it might be considered as determined 
of course, and We cannot see why the continuation of a Trust should be 
contended for, under which there was little probability of any thing more 
to be done. However it may be prudent to Revoke or declare Void your 
Commission by some formal and public Act. 

75. We cannot quit this subject without expressing our surprize to find 
by your Consultations of 15th Septr. 1760 that the Commissioners for the 
European Sufferers should decline laying before you a state of their Proceed¬ 
ings, but we are astonished to find that the President & Council had res¬ 
trained them under an Oath of Secrecy. We cannot conceive what could 
be the motives for laying such an obligation, as no good purposes were likely 
to be answered thereby, and as it might be liable to the introduction of many 
bad ones. Under this [ric] circumstances, it is possible that the Bonds said to 
be lost may have been included in the allowed Claims & that many of the 
Demands on the Debt at Interest might have taken the benefit of the Resti¬ 
tution & be demanded a second time of the Company. We would not 
suppose that any of our Covenant Servants could be capable of such an action, 
but we arc apprehensive that this step may have induced others to embrace 
so favourable an opportunity. 

76. However as you are so far embarrassed by this Oath of Secrecy 
that you are not likely to obtain any satisfaction with respect to the grounds 
on which the Commissioners have established the Sufferers Claims, so as to 
be convinced of ^e Legality of any of their Demands upon the Company, 
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yet it is now become absolutely necessary, and We do now accordingly require 
that every Individual claiming on Bond, Note, or any other Account what¬ 
ever existing at the time of the Capture do give some solne. [solemn] asse¬ 
veration, as well as every other possible Proof that his Demand or any part 
thereof has not by himself nor any other person in his behalf been presented 
to the Commissioners & allowed by them. 

77. And for our further satisfaction in this matter We also expect you 
will enquire and inform us if you can, what were the inducements for laying 
the Commissioners under an Oath of Secrecy & what advantages could 
be supposed to result therefrom. 

78. As it can hardly be supposed but that the Claims under the 
several Funds must now be entirely complcated, we expect your persev<7ance 
in the order you gave (15th September 1760) for the European Commissioners 
to lay before you an account of their Proceedings wherein if they should 
extend the Oath of Secrecy so far as to suppose themselves not af liberty to 
specify the sums demanded, they must necessarily particularize the Sums 
allowed to each Individual for Interest as well as Principal. 

79. And in order that the Commission may be immediately closed you 
will require the Commissioners to pay into your Treasury whatever Sum 
may remain in the hands together with a list of the Persons claiming thereof 
for your security in paying the same as it may be demanded. 

80. Whatever has been said above relative to the Europeans you must 
consider as extending equally to other Commissions. And we expect to 
receive Duplicates of the Lists presented to you from the several Commis¬ 
sions. 

81. We are greatly disappointed at not receiving your General Books 
compleat to April 1759, especially as you had employed a Person solely for 
that Business. If it was really necessary to have had the assistance of Monthly 
Writers this matter ought to have been attended to time enough for enabling 
you to transmit the General Books within the course of the last season at 
least. But here we cannot help remarking that You may certainly have a 
sufficient number of Covenant Serva'hts to carry on this essential branch 
if they were kept a little closely to their Duty. As to Mr. Magee we trust 
you have not continued his Appointment longer than was necessary for his 
compleating the General Books to Aprilj| 1759; 

82. You will receive herewith our Auditors Remarks on the directions 

given by your Committee of Accounts in September 1760 together with 
some other Observations to which we trust you will order due attention to 
be given, as your Books and Accounts will thereby be rendered more perfect 
and satisfactory. * 

83. We have several receht examples of the Company’s suffering by our 
Servants Dying in Debt to the Company on account of Moneys or Effects 
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they have been entrusted with in their respective Departments or Offices. 
It is our opinion such kind of Debts ought immediately to be recovered out 
of any Assets which can be found upon the Decease of any of our Servants, 
and in order to Secure the Company from suffering in the like cases for 
the future, you must fall into some proper Methods of more frequent Examina¬ 
tions into Accounts, taking Security from all Persons in Office, or other 
ways as you shall judge most conducive for answering the purpose. 

Eighthly concerning the Charter 

84. As to your Conduct with respect to the dispute that had arisen in 
a Cause of Appeal whether the same amounted to Pagodas 1,000 prescribed 
by his Majesty’s Charter we are of opinion that you have proceeded rightly 
in computing the Rupee at two shillings & four pence and the Pagoda 
at Eight Shillings & that in like cases you should not vary from this Rule. 

85. We have received the Papers relative to the Suit commenced by the 
Owners of the ship Restitution & the Appeal from your Sentence which 
reversed the Decree of the Mayors Court, & we are of opinion that there 
is nothing in the Charter which precluded you from sitting as a Court of Appeals 
upon the Decree made by the Mayors Court in that Suit. 

86. We send you his Majestys Pardon for Paulo Baptisto and think him 
a very fit object of Mercy, the Original we sent in the Walpole’s Packet 
and Attested Copies by the Ships, Hardwicke and Drake. 

Ninthly of His Majesty’s Squadron and Land Forces 

87. The Government intended to have sent 670 Soldiers this Season to 
the East Indies as you were advised in our letter of the 23rd December last. 
We arc sorry to inform you that no more Recruits could be raised for Coll. 
Draper’s Battalion. The 38 private Men, who with Lieutenant Andrew 
Gordon embarked on the Tilbury for Fort St. George, & instead of the other 
600 only about Three hundred can be sent, who will proceed for the same 
Place on the Walpole, Hardwicke, Drake & Earl of Ashburnham. 

88. The said Detachment consists of two Captains, four Lieutenants, 
two Ensigns & about three hundred Men of which Eight will be Serjeants. 
Upon the arrival of the said Detachment we are given to understand it is 
not to be kept in a separate corps, but divided as Recruits among the several 
Battalions now in India agreeable to orders from the Secretary of War, which 
will be sent to the proper Officers for this purpose. 

89. It was intended chat the said Detachment should have embarked 
at the same time on the beforemention’d four Ships Walpole, Hardwicke, 
Drake & Earl of Ashburnham, but as those Ships from many unforeseen 
and [un] avoidable incidents cannot get to Spithead so as to be Dispatched to¬ 
gether, they will be forwarded according to their arrival at that place, & 
each of them will take in their proportion which will be as nearly equal on 
each Ship as posable. 
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go. The Embarkation of the said Detachment is committed to the care 
of Colonel Staats Long Morris, who, after the said Service is performed, will 
take his Passage on the Prince of Wales bound to Bombay, in order to take 
upon him the command of his Battalion now in India. The intent of his 
proceeding to Bombay is to review & settle matters with that Division of 
it which by our last advices was upon the Mallabar Coast, from thence 
he is to proceed to the Coast of Choromandel. 

gi. Upon Coll. Morris’s arrival in India he is to be allowed the sum of 
^ 400 a year for House Rent, & the Expence of his Table, agreeable to 
the directions in our Letter of the ist April 1760. 

g2. Should it so happen that any one or more of the Ships on which 
part of the said Detachment is embarked shall thro* the lateness of the Sea¬ 
son go to Bengal, you are in such case to concert the necessary measures 
for it’s Joining the Corps it is intended for, if it shall be thought proper & 
for the good of the Service. 


Supplement 

93: The Government having thought proper to present a Memorial 
to the States General of the United Provinces complaining of the Conduct 
& behaviour of the Dutch at Bengal in the year 1759, an Answer was re¬ 
turn’d thereto wherein the Dutch East India Company give a very different 
account of the Facts & have even extended their Report to a very formidable 
Charge on us in return; This required from us a Memorial in Answer, which 
has been approved of by the Ministry in order to be deliver’d to the States 
General, printed Copies of which Pieces we now transmit for your information. 
In compiling our said last named Memorial We found ourselves greatly 
embarrassed in collecting Materials for want of a regular transmission of 
authentick Vouchers from Bengal. It is possible this Dispute may not end 
here. You are therefore carefully to peruse these Pieces & transmit to us 
every piece you have or can procure that may any way confirm what we 
have alledged or tend to give any light into any part of this Transaction, 
& you are likewise to give us a full account with the Vouchers of every 
subsequent Transaction with the Dutch, and you are not only on this 
but every future occasion when any incident happens which may create 
a Controversy between us & the Dutch or any other Europeans to transmit 
to us the Originals and for fear of their miscarrying Copies thereof authenti¬ 
cated in the most solemn way by other Conveyances of all Papers any way 
relative to such incident, except only such as you may likewise have occasion 
to produce or use in Bengal, And of such you will keep the Originals & 
send us Copies authenticated as beforemention’d. And in case^any material 
Intelligence on such occasions can be procured from living Wdnesses, let 
their Depositions on oath be regularly taken in writing, one of which you 
Ivill keep & send us the other in Duplicate at least by different Conveyances. 
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94. In the present case the Originals of Mr. Bisdom’s Letters & of the 
Dutch Petitions to the Nabob, are particularly wanted Copies whereof are 
number'd in the Appendix to our Memorial vizt. No. 6. 8. ii. 

95. In your Consultations of the 26th of May & 29th September 1760, 
mention is made of two Letters from the Governour & Council at Houghley 
to the Board, the one desiring their Mediation with the Nabob Jaffcir Aly 
Khan the other returning Thanks for such their Mediation, both of which, 
tho’ very material Papers have been omitted to be Enter’d on your Consul¬ 
tations as they ought to have been, or in any Book whatsoever transmitted 
to us. You must therefore to rectify this negligence, send the Originals 
to us, also Copies, keeping a Copy yourselves, all which are to be authenti¬ 
cated in like manner as before described with respect to other material 
Papers. 

96. In page. of our Answer to the Dutch Memorial you will 

observe the Concession we make for the sake of a good Understanding with 
the Dutch Company, in wa[i]ving the advantage of our Exclusive Grant for 
the purchase of Salt Petre in Bengal as to admit the said Company to pur¬ 
chase that Commodity when and as they please but under this reasonable 
Restraint that their Servants shall not become Factors on this occasion to 
other European Nations. However we are to inform you that this’Conces¬ 
sion is not to take place until we can acquiant you in what manner this 
striking instance of our attention to the Interest of the Dutch Company is 
received in Holland. In the mean time you are to continue to supply them 
according to your present method with what quantities of Salt Petre you 
can spare, when our own Demands for that Article are supplied. 

97. We join with you in acknowledging the signal and important Service 
of Major Camac in the compleat Victory he gained over the Shazada, for 
whatever may be the consequences of that event, his Conduct and Military 
Skill deserves our approbation & you are to give him Our Thanks 
accordingly. 

98. Whenever Men of Merit are pointed out for our Notice it gives us 
real pleasure, according to the Account you give us of Captain Randfurlie 
Knox, he certainly comes under that description, and you are to let him 
know that we have a just sense of his behaviour and Services. 

99. It would be injustice not to take notice of Ensign Stables’s prudent 
Conduct and Gallant behaviour against the Barackpore Rajah^, as it is related 
in your Select Diary under date of the 14th of December. As you yourselves 
have a due sense of his merit, we shall expect to hear you give him a fitting 
Encotiragement. 

100. Iti is very material we should be informed the real Price you have 
Sold the Salt Petre at to the Dutch from time to time, & we hope when 
your General Bodta & those from your Subordinates are receiv’d, we 
shall be satisfied i|i this particular, & in fiiture We direct that you do insert 
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in your Letters to us the Quantities and Prices at which you deliver Salt 
Petre to the Dutch. 

101. One Henry Harling who was some time ago order’d from Fort 
St. George or wherever else he should be in India for bad behaviour, 
we find, got to Bombay & made his Escape from the Ship he was ordered 
Home upon. If therefore he should at any time return to Bengal you are 
positively order’d to send him to England by the first conveyance. 

102. In our letter of the 30th September we ordered Mr. Francis Charlton 
to be Dismissed from the Company’s Service. We now direct that he be sent 
to England by the first Conveyance, after he has paid what we have suffered 
thro’ his Negligince [«r] or Fraud & this must be a constant rule in future 
with respect to all Persons who shall be Dismissed the Service. 

103. In our former letter of this season you have been advised that the 
ships Elizabeth, Harcourt & Horsendon were to be consign’d to the West 
Coast of Sumatra with Stores, Necessaries & Soldiers to be deliver’d there 
& afterwards to proceed with what Pepper could be put aboard in time 
directly for Canton, & in case it should unfortunately happen that a Resettle¬ 
ment has not been established upon the West Coast, the said Ships were 
then to proceed to Fort St. George & deliver their West Coast consignment 
at that Presidency, from whence they were to be Dispatched forthwith to 
China. 

104. From many unforeseen & unavoidable incidents we have been 
prevented in our Attempts to Dispatch the said Ships from England at the 
intended time. Considering therefore the lateness of the Season, the uncer¬ 
tain situation of the Company’s Affairs upon the West Coast of Sumatra, 
& in order to avoid the danger of the said Ships losing their Passage to China 
we have determined & give our orders accordingly for their proceeding to 
Canton directly instead of calling at Fort Marlbro’ or any other place upon 
the said Coast. 

105. We have taken out such of the articles as were proper for the West 
Coast only, and continued the rest on board & consigned them to our Council 
of Supra Cargos on the Companys Account, but as they arc inconsiderable 
we have directed our President and Council at Fort St. George not to abate 
of the value of the Cargos which they are to consign to China on the Ships 
bound from that Presidency to Canton. 

106. When we can be assured of a Resettlement upon the West Coast 
we have thoughts of taking up a Ship or two to carry some hlilitary people 
& the necessary Stores thither. In the mean time we shall depend upon 
yov taking all proper measures for your keeping a Footing & supporting 
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& maintaining in Conjunction with our other Presidencies all such of our 
servants Civil and Military as may be Resident on that Coast. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos, Rous/Hy. Crabb Boul- 
ton/Chas. Cutts/John Harrison/Fredk. Pigou/ 
G. Rooke/Hcny. Savage/Christr. Baron/F. 
W. Barrington/Cha. Gough/Ricbd. Warner/ 
Timothy Tullie/Richd. Smith/Tho. Waters/ 
John Dorrien/Bourchier Walton. 


London 

igth February 1762. 
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LETTER DATED 2 APRIL 1762 

Instructions regarding His Majesty's detachment—capture of French ships — 
exchange of prisoners of war and hostages—instructions regarding friendly relations 
with the Dutch. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Our last Letter under date of the igth of February went in Triplicate 
by the Ships Walpole, Hardwicke & Drake, and Fourth Transcript thereof 
will go by the Earl of Ashburnham. 

2. The ships Houghton, Grosvenor & Walpole the two first bound to 
Fort St. George and China, & the last named for Fori St. George and Bengal, 
Sailed from Spithead on the 5th of March under convoy of a Squadron com¬ 
manded by Sir George Pocock, who was going on a Secret Expedition, it 
was thought to the West Indies; as the Wind continued fair, the two last named 
Ships proceeded on their Voyage but the Houghton having unfortunately 
receive’d much Damage by running foul of the Lawrel a large Transport 
ship belonging to the said Squadron, was obliged to return to Portsmouth 
to refit, where she arrived on the 8th of the same Month. The Lawrel not¬ 
withstanding all the assistance given her sunk at Sea. 

3. The ships Elizabeth, Harcourt & Horsendon for China, the Hector 
& Winchelsea for Bombay, \vith the Hardwicke and Drake for Fort St. 
George and Bengal sailed from Spithead under a Convoy, which was to see 
them well into the Sea on the 25th March. 

4. Upoi? our Altering the Voyages of the Ships Elizabeth, Harcour* 
& Horsendon by ordering them directly to China, instead of sending them 
to the West Coast of Sumatra we have taken up the Valentine of 4gg tons 
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99 Men & 26 Guns for the West Coast which ship we propose to Dispatch 
thither with Stores, Necessaries & some Recruits about the end of May. 

5. It has been represented to us by the Right Hon’ble the Secretary at 
War, that the Draughts for his Majesty’s Forces in the East Indies embarked 
on the Ships Walpole, Hardwicke, Drake & Earl of Ashburnham are conducted 
thither by two Captains, four Lieutenants, two Ensigns, seven Serjeants with 
one Drummer and desiring the necessary Orders may be given for their being 
brought back to Europe by the first opportunity after they have deliver’d 
the said Draughts. You are therefore on any of them coming to Bengal to 
Provide them with Passages home on the first returning Ships & give the 
Commanders ordeis accordingly to receive them on board. The Serjeants 
& Drummer are to be only Charterparty Passengers, for whom you are to 
pay the Commanders ten pounds a head. As to the Commission Officers 
you are to pay the Commanders thirty pounds each for accommodating 
them at their Tables with Fresh Provisions, as also ten pounds a head as 
Charterparty Passengers. 

6. As this is a particular case & the said Persons go to India for the be- 
foremention’d purpose only, and are therefore deemed to be on Service as 
well Homeward bound as in the Voyage out, we are under the necessity of 
complying to make the said Allowances, but it is by no means to be looked 
upon as a precedent for Allowances to any other returning Officers, as we 
expect our Orders on this head as well of this Season as before arc punctually 
complied witli. 

7. The Right Hon’ble the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having 
signified to us, that it being thought proper the better to prevent any Im¬ 
position on the Crown in the Exchange of Bills drawn from the East Indies 
by the Agents to the Navy, Victualling and Sick & Wounded Boards for 
Stores, Provisions and Necessaries for his Majesty’s Service, that the said 
Agents should produce at the foot of their Bills a Certificate from the Governor 
& two of the Council at the place where they may be drawn of the Currency 
of the Exchange at the times of their dates and desiring we will send direc¬ 
tions accordingly. 

8. Their Lordships doubtless mean the Rates of Exchange both for 
Moneys taken up of the Company and Private Persons, with respect to the 
first, we do not find any Bills have been drawn by any Agents belonging 
to His Majesty’s Squadron or Land Forces since they have been in India, 
but whenever Bills may happen to be drawn on those Accounts payable to 
the Company the Exchange must be settled agreeable to our former orders 
at the Rate of Six shillings and six pence for a Weighty Dollar, as we cannot 
afford to advance Money under, & even the Advancing at that Rate is 
to be avoided if possible; In such Bills the said Rate is particularly to be 
described and Certified. 

9. As to Money taken up by the Government’s Agents of Private Per¬ 
sons, the Governor & two of the Council arc as desired to Certify the 
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Currency of Exchange upon the Bills being produced to them, which Currency 
of Exchange their Lordships must certainly mean the Medium Rate at which 
Money can be taken up of Private Persons. 

10. The only Man of War which has been sent to the East Indies this- 
last season is the Argo Frigate of 28 Guns, Capt. [....] King, which sailed 
from Plymouth on the 25th of February. GjU. William Draper took Passage 
on her in order to join his Regiment. 

11. Advices in the public Papers dated from Port L’Orient the i8th 
February say that on the 2nd of that month Three Ships fitted out by the 
[French] East India Company, Sailed thence for the Isle of France. 

12. On the 26th of February the Count de Villenaux of 450 tons 
112 Men & 18 Guns, Capt. Garro from Mauritius for Port L’ Orient, with 
4024 bales of Coffee, was taken by His Majesty’s ships Fame and Lion in 
Lat : 40 & was soon after brought into Plymouth. This ship sailed from 
France in March 1761, and left Mauritius the 4th September last. 

13. Capt. Kennedy of His Majestys Ship the Blonde gives also 
an account in his letter to the Lords of the Admiralty of the 23rd February 
off Lisbon, of his having taken on the 11 th the Boutin a French East India 
Ship of 460 tons burthen mounting 20 Guns & having 189 Men on Board, 
many of them Passengers, she was bound from the Isle of Mauritius 
laden with Coffee & a little Pepper. 

14. As from the misfortune the Houghton has met with there is reason 
to apprehend she will be too late to arrive at Fort St. George according to 
her Original Destination, but will be under the necessity of proceeding to 
Bengal, if that shall happen to be the case you are to cause her to be un- 
livered with the utmost expedition &, then Dispatch her away to Canton 
without loss of time with a Cargo in Money & proper Goods to the amount 

30,000, but if it is encreased even as far as £ 50,000 it will be much more 
agreeable to us. You are to consign the whole to our Supra Cargos there, 
and the Governour is to give Private Orders to the Commander to proceed 
to Chin.i agreeable to the Instructions of the Secret Committee, which have 
been deliver’d to him here in case his departure for China shall happen to 
be late. 

15. The several Goods, Stores and whatever else were designed from 
Fort St. George, as well belonging to the King as the Company, arc to be 
forwarded thither by the first good Conveyances as they offer. 

16. We must repeat what we have often inculcated to you that the 
China Trajle is a branch of the utmost Importance to the Company and must 
be promoted to the utmost of the ability of our several Presidencies. We shall 
theretbre depend upon your dispatching the Houghton thither as before dir¬ 
ected, Sb from wlfich there must be no deviation. 
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17. Upon the application we made a considerable time since to the Com¬ 
missioners for taking care of Sick & wounded Seamen and for exchanging 
Prisoners of War, for procuring the Release of our Civil and Military officers 
taken Prisoners by the French on the West Coast of Sumatra from the Parole 
they were engaged under, an Exchange has been accordingly effected, 
the Board having acquainted us by their Letter of the 23rd March, that 
a Ratification in form has been mutually signed by them and Monsr. Guil- 
lot His most Christian Majesty’s Commissary General at St. Malo for that 
purpose, by which the several Gentlemen who gave Paroles not to serve 
against the French during the War or until exchanged, may with safety resume 
their Employments; in consequence of this Ratification we have received 
proper certificates under the hands and Seals of the said Commissioners to 
be transmitted to the several Persons who were made Prisoners, as well 
those who remained Hostages as the Others which go to Fort St. George 
by this Ship, & others of the same tenor will be forwarded to the West 
Coast directly by the Valentine; we also herewith enclose attested Copies of 
the Commissioners Letter & Certificates with Lists of the Officers made 
Free, that if any are within the Limits of your Presidency they may be im¬ 
mediately informed thereof, & entitled to the Benefit of this act in their 
behalf. To the said List of Exchanged Officers are subjoined the names of 
some others, who being resident at different Settlements were not included 
in the Articles settled with the Count D’ Estaing upon the Capture of Fort 
Marlborough & a timely account of their situation not being received 
they were not comprehended in the number of those Released; But as a proper 
Application is made in their behalf, there is no doubt of their being also put 
on the same footing as the other West Coast Servants & that we shall be 
able to send the proper Certificates and Informations by the Valentine to 
the West Coast & to acquaint you therewith by the following conveyance; 
in the mean time we are of opinion they may act again in our Service & in 
particular Mr. Nairne who appears by his private Letters to have been freed 
from his Parole by Lieut. Genl. Lally. 

18. In favour of Messrs. Tierney & Griffith Hostages whom we suppose 
have been conveyed to & remain at the French Islands, application has 
been made that their Exchange may operate, by Orders to be sent thither 
on the part of the French for their speedy Enlargement with the liberty of 
proceeding to any Neutral Port in their way to some of our Settlements 
for resuming their Employments, and we hope their Removal v/ill be according¬ 
ly effected. Nevertheless it is not our intention to prevent your using any 
secure and proper means for their Release consistent with our interest. 

19. The Rt. H’ble the Earl of Bute one of his Majesty’s Principal Secre¬ 
taries of State having signified to Us that there is reason to apprehend the Dutch 
East India Company, extremely anxious at the situation of their Affairs 
in Bengal may induce the States General to take such measures as may produce 
the most fatal Consequences & become perhaps the Cause of a Rupture 
between the two Powers in those parts, if the utmost care & precaution be 
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not used without delay to prevent it, that his Lordship therefore had the 
King’s Command to recommend to Us in the Most serious manner to con¬ 
tribute as far as lies in our power to put an End to the unhappy Disputes 
which subsist at present between the two Companies. Since the preceding 
notification Lord Bute has further informed us that the King & the States 
General were desirious of having the Disputes between the two Companies 
adjusted by Commissaries, the same has been accordingly agreed to on all 
Parts. Upon this, among other previous Conditions, that Assurances should be 
given on both sides to abstain from all Voyes [voiesjis Fait, or Acts of Violence, 
whilst the Commissaries are discussing the respective Pretensions of the two 
Companies & until they come to an amicable Adjustment of them, and that 
the most precise Orders should be sent for that purpose to the Governors 
& Servants of the respective Companies in the East Indies. The States 
General having given such an Assurance on the part of their Company, 
& actually put a Stop to an Armament which they intended to have sent 
to India on this Occasion, We, in obedience to his Majesty’s Commands, as 
well as being desirous to do evei-y thing in our power to facilitate an ac¬ 
commodation between the two Companies do therefore hereby positively 
order & direct, that you do not commit any Hostility or act of Violence 
against the Dutch Company’s Agents, on the contrary, you are to use 
your best endeavours to Cultivate by all sorts of good Offices a reciprocal 
Friendship & good Understanding with them, & in particular if the Nabob 
shall unjustly attempt to molest the Dutch Company in Bengal, or any way 
prejudice them in their Trade, Privileges or Property, You are to interpose 
your good Offices in order to procure them Redress and Satisfaction; And 
if those should prove ineffectual, you are to Aid and Defend them to the 
utmost of your power; it being our sincere desire & intentions that the 
Dutch Company shall enjoy Freedom of Trade, Safety and Protection equally 
with ourselves. 

20. In order to shew our real inclination for preventing and removing 
any Obstruction to the Trade of the Dutch Company We do agree and allow 
that immediately upon the receipt of this, and notwithstanding what we 
said in our Letter of the rgth February last, their Agents or Servants may 
purchase Salt Petre for them, when and as they please, under this Restric¬ 
tion nevertheless, that it is for the said Company’s Account only & that 
their Servants shall not become Factors for other European Nations, and 
perhaps supplying thereby his Majesty’s Enemies with a Commodity so 
essential to their Hostile Designs. 

21. Altho’ we hope the Disputes between the English & Dutch will 
be amicably adjusted, yet for fear the contrary should be the case, you must 
strictly attend to and comply with the Directions in our Letter of i gth Feb¬ 
ruary for sending us Accounts of all Transactions, and the Vouchers & Papers 
therein mentioned. 

22. Since writing the abDve Advice is receiv’d of His Majesty’s ship 
Valiant Captain |C^pcl one of Sir George Pocock’s Squadron having taken 
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the French Gompanys ship L’Esprit from the Isle of Bourbon with about 
Nine thousand Bales of Coffee, a Quantity of Pepper and Ebony, with several 
Passengers bound for France, and that the Prize was brought into Plymouth 
by the Burford the 29th Ultimo. She left Bourbon the 24th Novem. last, 
where Provisions were excessively scarce, & (according to the Report of the 
Prisoners) three French Men of War remained. They also say, they were 
Chased by two of his Majesty’s Ships off the Cape of Good Hope the 15th 
December and there are many Passengers on board, whence it is conjectured 
they were in Expectation of an Attack. 


We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Lau. Sulivan/Thos. Rous/Ghas. Cutts/John 
Boyd/John Harrison/Heny. Savage/G. Rooke/ 
F. W. Barrington/Richd. Seward/Tho. 
Waters/Bourchier Walton/Hy. Crabb Boul- 
ton/Fredk. Pigou/Christr. Baron/John Dor- 
London rien/Richd. Warner/W. Thomton/Richd. 

the 2nd April 1762. Smith/Timothy Tullie/S. Harrison. 
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LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1762 

Composition of the Secret Committee of Court of Directors, 


Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


Our Election as Directors of the Gompanys Affairs for the year ensuing 
having been yesterday made, We have thereupon appointed Thomas Rous 
Esqr. Chairman and John Dorrien Esqr. Deputy Chairman, with Charles 
Gough and Timothy Tullie Esqrs. to be Our Secret Committee for that Term, 
to whose Orders or of any Three of those Gentlemen, you and all others to 
whom they shall be directed are to give the most punctual Attention and Ob¬ 
edience. 

We are. 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Geo. Dudley/Heny 
Savage/Tho. Waters/Richd. Seward/W. Thor- 
nton/Bourchier Walton/Hen. Hadley/Ghristr. 
Baron/F. W. Barrington/Wm. Snell/Wm. 
Webber/J. Browne/Richd. V^amcr/Robt. 
Burrow/Timothy Tullie/Richd. Smith/Will. 
Barwcll/G. Steevens. 


London 

the 8th April 1762. 
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LETTER DATED 21 APRIL 1762 


Tranquillity in Bengal and Madras—expedition to Mauritius—limited powers 
of the Select Committee, 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


I. The Earl of Ashburnham the last Ship of this Season destined for 
the Coast and Bay being now under dispatch We take the opportunity of 
advising you that the Ships Falmouth and Prince Edward from Fort St. 
George arrived at Plymouth on the 6th Instant; they touched at St. Helena 
and left that Island on the 26th of January no other Ships being there, 
On Account of the great number of French Prisoners on board, and the 
then inability of that Presidency to provide an Investment the Cargoes of 
the said Ships to our misfortune are inconsiderable. 


2. By the said Ships We received in Duplicate a short Letter from you 
of the 5th June 1761, by the same Conveyance came also a Letter in Dupli¬ 
cate from your Select Committee to our Secret Committee of the same date. 


3. It gives us great Pleasure to observe that You are in a State of Tran¬ 
quillity and that the Investment goes on better than expected. 

4. Our Advices by the said Ships from Fort St. George give also a very 
agreeable Account of the tranquil Situation of Affairs on that Coast and that 
the President and Council have good hopes of collecting in about Two 

Seasons Jhe greatest part of the Nabobs Debt. 

* 

5. From these Circumstances We do with reason flatter Ourselves that 
We shall not only have considerable Investments from both Presidencys but 
that You will also be able to give all necessary assistance to enable Our Pre¬ 
sident and Council of Bombay to dispatch home the Ships on their hands as 
likewise to supply Our China Trade with as large remittances as possible 
agreeable to Our repeated Recommendations. 


6. The sending any of our Troops to assist in setting the Shaw^adah 
on the Throne of Dellie might be attended with many disagreeable Conse¬ 
quences to Our Affairfs] unless there could be a certainty of carrying that Point, 
[but] as this could by no means be depended on We observe with satisfaction 
how cautious the Select Committee have been as appears by their beforemen- 
tioned Letter not to take up such a measure without the concurrence of the 
several Circumstances they point out, As the true Interest of the Company 
depends upon Tranquillity & a good Understanding with the People of 
the Country, You cannot be too careful pursuing such measures as are most 
likely to secure the same and which therefore We most earnestly recommend 
to your Attention and care. 
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7. By the Advices from Fort St. George We learn Gapt. Vincent of the 
Osterley stayed at Fort Marlborough until relieved by another Ship (the 
Earl Temple) having at the tamest Request of the Native resettled that 
Place with several of Our Factors and others. You are therefore as well 
as all other Presidencys to contribute every thing in your power agreeable 
to Our reiterated Orders and Recommendations towards the Assistance 
Protection and Maintenance of our Settlements upon the West Coast. 

8. We observe your sentiments upon the measures for carrying into 
Execution the Plan for an attempt upon the Island Mauritius, but as His 
Majestys Squadron being gone on that Expedition in consequence of Orders 
the Commander in Chief received from the Government here, We are 
entirely unacquainted with the adopted Plan, nor are we at present inform¬ 
ed how it has succeeded. 

9. Our Secret Committee for the present direction consists of Thomas 
Rous Esqr. the present Chairman of the Court of Directors, John Dorrien 
Esqr. Deputy, Charles Gough and Timothy Tullie Esqrs. any three of whom 
are a Quorum. 

10. Notwithstanding any former Powers, your Select Committee is 
not for the future to carry any thing into Execution. It is only to make pro¬ 
per Plans for that purpose, to be laid before the General Council for their 
Information & directions., in short nothing is to be concealed from the 
President & Council but what in its Nature and Circumstances ought to be 
really Secret, and might be prejudicial to the Company if discovered for a 
time at least, in consequence whatever matters and Transactions are not of 
a Secret nature must stand upon your Consultations and be advised to Us 
in your General Letters, and the rest must be communicated by the Select 
Committee to Our Secret Committee. 

11. Having appointed Mr. John Bathoe now residing in Bengal to be 
a Factor upon the Fort Marlborough Establishment, You arc therefore to 
inform him it is Our pleasure that he do accordingly proceed to his Station 
by the First proper Conveyance. 


We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/J. Brownc/Gco. 
Dudley / Wm. Snell / W. Thornton / Richd. 
Seward/Richd. Warner / Wm. Webber / Bour- 
chier Walton / Richd. Smith / G. Steevens / 
Timothy Tullie/Tho. Waters/RoBt, furrow/ 
London Christr. Baron/F. W. Barrington/John Man- 

31st April 1763. ship/S. Harrison / Heny. Savage. 
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LETTER DATED 30 NOVEMBER 1762 


Cessation of hostilities in Europe—instructions regarding shipping. 


Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. It being of the greatest Consequence that You should have the 
earliest Notice of a Cessation of Arms between Great Britain, France and 
Spain, We send this by the way of Aleppo and Bussorah as it may probably 
reach you before any dispatches by Shipping. 

2. On the 8th Instant one of the King’s Messengers arrived at the Earl 
of Egremoat’s Office His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, with the 
Instruments of Preliminary Articles of Peace Signed at Fontainbleau, the 
3d Instant by His Grace the duke of Bedford His Majestys Minister 
Plenipotentiary with those of the Most Christian & Catholick Kings. 

3. In consequence thereof a Cessation of Arms was publickly declar¬ 
ed here between the said Powers on the 26th Instant by His Majestys Pro¬ 
clamation several whereof are herein enclosed for your Information. 

4. In order that this Cessation of Arms may have its proper and intend¬ 
ed Effect, You are not only strictly to observe it yourselves but You are to 
send & give immediate Notice thereof to every part of India, and wherever 
else We have any Connections or it may be of any possible Utility. 

5. As by the said Proclamation You will observe there are certain times 
specified after which all Captures which may happen to be made are to be 
restored, and the time beyond the Equinoctial longitude being settled at Six 
months from the day the Ratifications of Preliminaries were Exchanged 
You are therefore to give Orders to the Command of all our homeward 
bound Ships which arc dispatched after the 22nd of May next to make the best 
of their way to St. Helena and after staying there a reasonable time to refresh 
their People to proceed directly to the River of Thames as before the War. 

6. The Commanders of any Ships which You may dispatch before the 
said 22nd of May are to be cautioned to be more particularly on their Guard 
until the said 22nd day of May but their Orders for proceeding to and de¬ 
parture from St. Helena are to be the same as the other. 

7. We send herewith a List of the Arrival of our several Ships in the course 
of this Year. 

8. Also a List of the Ships taken up this Season [to] be employed in the 
Gon^any’s Service with the times it [is] proposed they shall proceed on their 
Voyages; 
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9. By the said List ytm will observe that the Ships Falmouth, Hawke 
and Neptune are Consigned to China, We rdy from your encreased Re¬ 
venues and according to the Commendable mtample You have already 
given at the beginning of this Year in your mctraordinary Attention to 
Our China Trade, that with the Aid of Madras Presidency, if it shall be in 
a condition to assist therein. You wOl contribute such a supply of Treasure 
to be immediately sent to Fort St. George, as may enable them to dispatch 
those Ships for Canton with Cargoes to the Amount of Thirty thousand 
Pounds each at least, and We give this early Notice of our Expectations, 
that it may have its desired effect, and your speedily enabling Our Pre¬ 
sidency of Bombay also in concert with Fort St. George, to give the T.athaiT> 
a Stock of Forty thousand Pounds for China, will be a Service of equal 
importance and as such is required at Your hands. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Cha. Gough/ 
Wm. Sncll/Heny. Savage/Bourchier Walton/ 
Geo. Dudley/Richd. Seward/G. Stccvens/ 
F. W. Bairington/Richd. Wamer/J. Browne/ 
London Richd. Smith/Timothy Tullic/Robt. Burrow/ 

*3oth November 1769. Christr. Baron / Hen. Hadley. 
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LETTER DATED 9 DECEMBER 1762 

Observations on articUs of peace—proposed incorporation of His Mr^estfs detach-^ 
mentwith Companys foreee. 

Our President and Goimcil at Fort William in Bengal 

1. We sent by the way of Aleppo and Bussora a Letter under date of 
the 30th of November to inform you of the Cessation of Arms between Great 
Britain, France and Spain, and vdth it His Majesty’s Proclamation, having 
notice that the Liverpook Man of War was to be dispatched to the East 
Indies on this occasion, by the Permission of the Lords of the Admuaik)r 
We sent a Duplicate by that Ship. But as the Preliminary Articles have been 
since published by Authority, We take the Opportunity of sending them to 
you by this additional Packet. 

2. You wiU otw^e the 10th Artiek which rdates to the East Indies, 
is improperly and loosely worded, We have made the necessary application 
to His Majesty’s Secretary of State to have it settled in the Definitive Treaty 
in a manner agrecafok to our Scntiiniaits, and as the Duke of Bedford Hia 

*ltecd. 14 Jam* lMaiaaDfM«iMimAea«lierwerb‘CoW.6J«a«17S3’. 
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Majesty’s Plenipotentiary at the Court of France has Instructions thereupon 
accordingly, We are in hopes of succeeding. 

3. It is the general opinion that the Definitive Treaty will be very speedi¬ 
ly executed by the several Powers and will differ very little from the Prelimi¬ 
naries, But as we hope this will come to your hands before the Advices of 
the Ratification of the said Treaty, it is highly necessary you should take some 
measures which will not admit of delay. 

4. We have made an Application to Government that the King’s Forces 
instead of returning to England may have leave to engage in and be incor¬ 
porated with the Company’s, That is to say, all Ensigns, Subalterns and 
Private Men belonging to the Battalions; Lieutenants and all below them 
in the Artillery Companies, and the Marines belonging to the Squadron, 
The Field and all other Officers above the before mentioned degrees being [jtc] 
to be recalled; As we have good reason to believe our Request will be com¬ 
plied with we give you this early notice that you may previously be taking 
the proper Steps for engaging as many as you can. As to the Commission 
Officers there will be no occasion to make them any Allowance for enga¬ 
ging; but as to the Non-Commission Officers and Private Men, rather than 
they should return home we are willing a Gratuity should be given to 
suchl as are good and able bodied Men to encourage them to enter for 
the Term of Five years. In the year 1748 we allowed of a Bounty to be 
given on a like occasion of Forty Rupees to each Man, but we must leave 
it to you to fix upon the Quantum more or less as you shall find necessary; 
However in cases where any one Enters on his being promoted to the Rank 
of a Serjeant or a Corporal not having served in that Rank before, we expect 
such Person enters without any other Bounty than That of his Promotion. 

We are 

Your loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Cha. Gough/ 
Wm. Snell/Geo. Dudley/G. Steevens/F. 
W. Barrington/Heny. Savage/John Browne/ 
Richd. Smith/Wm. Webber/Rt. Burrow/W. 
Thornton/S. Harrison/Richd. Seward/ 
Timothy Tullie/Tho, Waters/Bourchier 
Walton/Richd. Warner. 
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LETTER DATED 17 DECEMBER 1762 

SMf^ng news—ResieUnts and Supercargoes for China Council—particulars of ex¬ 
ports for various settlements—mutued assistance by various Presidencies in respect of in¬ 
vestment—writers ifelm 21 not to have benefit of dastaks— approval of Ratnnarayan*s 


London 

9th Decemr, 1762, 



17 DBGEICBEIl 1762 


161 

dismissal from J^awabship of Patnor^Messrs AmyaU and EUis criticised for their 
part in Ramnarayan affair—procedure for recording dissentmg opinions md cor^ 
respondenee with Indian powers—appointments to artilleiy corps—help to be given to 
Sumatra—despatch of recruits. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal 


1. Our last letter under date of the aist of April went by the Ship 
Earl of Ashburnhain and Houghton. We now send a Triplicate by the Dept¬ 
ford, Our Advices also of the 30th November have been dispatched by 
different Land and Sea Conveyances noticing the Important Event of a 
Cessation of Arms between the Crowns of Great Britain, France and Spain. 

2. The other Letters we write to you in the course of last Season having 
gone by several Conveyances each of which were in Triplicate at least, we 
can have no doubt of their coming to your hands, 

3. The General and other Letters received from your Presidency this 
Season are as follow vizt. 

General Letters dated the 12th November 14th and 24th December 

1761, 2istjanuary, 15th and 16th February and 15th March 1762. 

From your Select Committee to the Secret Committee of the 13 th Novem¬ 
ber 1761 and 21 St January 1762. 

From Governour Vansittart to the Secret Committee of the 15th Novem¬ 
ber, and 20th December 1761 and 12th January 1762. 

From Major Garnac to the Secret Committee of 8th February 1762. 

From Mr. Thomas Amphlett of the 14th December 1761 and 

From Mr. Alexander Scott Master Attendant, of the 19th January 1762. 

4. We advised you by our beforementioned Letter of the 21st of April 
of the arrival of the Ships Falmouth and Prince Edward from Fort St- George 
at Plymouth on the 6th of that month; We have now the pleasure of inform¬ 
ing you of the safe arrival of the following named Ships vizt. Hawke, and 
Plassey from your Presidency at Leith on the 3rd June, The Neptune, 
Duke of Richmond and Pitt from China at Plymouth the 12th July, 
also the Norfolk, Caernarvon and Princess Augusta from the same Place at 
Falmouth on the i6th July. 

5. And on the 5th September arrived in the Downes under Convoy of 
His Majesty’s Ship the Assistance, the Earl of Holderness from Bengal, 
also the Ships Worcester, Triton, Prince Henry and Prince George from 
China, when they left St. Helena which was the 17th June, only the Royal 
Charlotte Store Ship remained there, for We have learnt since by a Dane 
Ship, that she sailed for China the 4th July. The Ships Yorke fronl Bombay 
and Warren from Bengal and Fort St. George are also arrived the first at 
Plymouth on the 29th of October and the other at Portsmouth two days after; 
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they sailed together from St. Helena the i6th of August at whidt tiiua 
Ship remained there. 

6. We cquainted you in our last Letter, that the Gentlemen who com¬ 
posed the Secret Committee for the present Direction were Thomas Rous 
Esqr. Our Chairman, John Dorrien Esqr. Deputy, Charles Gough and 
Timothy Tullie Esqrs. 


7. We have taken into our Service this Season the undernamed Ships 
of 499 Tons each, which with the times proposed for their Departme to the 
serveral Places of their Consignments are as follow vizt. 


Ships 

Commanders 

Egmont 

Charles Mears . 

Hawke 

Falmouth 

Neptune 

John Cotton 

Geffrie O’ Hara > 
Gabriel Steward J 

Plasscy 

Deptford 

James Ward J 

William Tryon J 

Havannah 

Thomas Madge 

Cruttenden . 

John Bowland 

Glatton 

Pocock 

Richard Doveton 
Benjamin Hooke 

Lord Clive . 

• • • 

• « • 

William Webber 

Peter Pigou • 

George Richardson 

Lord Mansfield 

Alexander Maclcod'' 

Latham 

James Moffatt 

• • • 

• • • 

Henry Fletcher ► 

Patrick Maitland 

• • • 

• • • 

Thomas Dethick 
James Dewar ^ 


Consignment Times 

proposed 

for 

Dispatch 


St. Helena and China^ 


Coast & China 
Coast and Bay 


I Now 
► under 
DU- 
patch 


j 


China directly 


St. Helena h 
China. 

Bencoplen ^ China 


the end 
of Jany. 
Vthe end 
of Jany. 


Coast & Bay 


the end 
of Febry. 


j 


Bombay 


} 


end of 
Fcbry. 
end of 
March 
do. 
end of 
Febry, 
end of 
March 


8. The Ships Latham and the New Ship Captain Dethick, motioned 
in the preceding List arc to continue in India till early in the year 1764 
under the direction of the President and Council of Bombay, and arc then 
to be dispatched; the Latham for China with a Cargo to the amount of 
^^40,000 and the Neu’ ship Captain Dethick to Mocha with a Cargo sufficient 
for the purchase of a Loading of Coffee; both Ships to be returned home 
the one from China and the other from Mocha. 


9. As the said several Ships are taken up on the same terms and Con¬ 
ditions as those of the two preceding Seasons, We have only to refer you to 
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their respective chartexparties, for your being infortned of the Particulars, 
nnd to our Letters at those times, for such Directions which were then, and 
still continue necessary for your Observation and Guidance. 

10. The following named Gentlemen are chosen and appointed by us 
to be the Council of Supra Cargoes for the msmagement of the Company’s 
Affairs in China the ensuing Season vizt. Messrs. Thomas Fitzhugh, Samuel 
Blount, Henry Revcll, Hillary Torriano, Nathaniel Garland, Alexr. Hume, 
Mann Horner, Benjamin Torin, Thomas Smith, Robert John Harrison, 
Alexander Fraser and William Rous. 

11. The Ships Consigned and to be consigned to the said China Council 
are the Egmont, Gruttenden, Falmouth, Hawke, Neptune, Glatton, Pocock 
and Havannah also the Britannia expected to arrive at Canton from Bombay 
in the year 1763 or in case of any accident happening to that Ship, such 
other as shall be sent in her stead, which we have in such case pointed out 
the Hector, to the President and Council for that Service, also the Valentine 
agreeable to Directions sent last Season to Fort Marlborough, Besides all 
these the said Council are to take under their management, all such Ships 
as shall arrive or be at Canton in the said year 1763, from any of the Company’s 
Settlements in India, destitute of Supra Cargoes, customarily called Casual 
Ships. 

12. The Gentlemen who are to continue in China and Our Residents 
for the year 1764 are Messrs. Fitzhugh, Blount, Garland, Hume, Horner, 
Smith and Rous. 

13. Our said Residents are to Conduct and take care of our Affairs 
upon the departure of such of the Council as are to leave China in the Season 
of the year 1 763 and before the arrival of those Gentlemen we shall appoint 
for the succeeding Council agreeable to such Instructions as We shall give 
them. 

14. The principal Articles of Our Exports for the scrveral parts of India 
and to China this Season, are intended to be as follow, or as nearly so as 
Our Tonnage and other circumstances will admit of vizt. 

For the Presidency of Fort William Cloth 1295 Bales, Copper 25a Tons 
Lead 70 Tom, Iron 70 Toni, Gunpowder 300 Barrels. 

For the Presidency of Fort St.George Cloth 659 Bales, Long Ells 48 Bales 
Copper 165 Tom, Lead 70 Tom, Iron 70 Tons, Steel 5 Tom, Gun¬ 
powder 500 Barrels. 

For the Presidency of Bombay For the Bombay Market: Cloth 2118 Bales 
Long Ells 463 Bales, Copper 336 Tons, Lead 40 Tom, Iron 40 Tom^ 
Tin 113 Tons, Steel 10 Tons, Gunpowder 200 Barrels. 

For the Scindy Market Cloth 156 Bales, Long Ells 40 Bales. 

For the Bussora Market Qoth 761 Bi^, Long Ells 316 B^es of 10 Pieces 
in esveh 
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For the Pr^idency of Fort Marlborough Treasure 17 GhestSj Iron 50 
Tons, Steel 5 Tons, Tin 5 Tons, Gunpowder 200 Barrels, with Stores 
and Necessaries of several sorts. 

For Canton Treasure 30 Chests, Cloth 330 Bales, Long Ells 500 Bales, 
Camblets 500 Pieces, and Hairbincs 100 Pieces, the two last Articles 
making together about 24 Bales. 

15. The beforegoing are the principal Articles of our intended Exports, 
but besides them we shall send to our respective Presidencies, several Sto¬ 
res of various kinds, as nearly agreeable to the several Indents as we shall 
think necessary, and our Tonnage and other circumstances will, admit 
of. 


16. Considering the plentiful supply of Madeira Wine we sent last 
Season to our several Presidencies, and the great difficulties we find oursel¬ 
ves under for Tonnage, even for our beforementioned Exports, and the 
Government’s Stores hereafter named, without taking up additional Ships, 
and thereby running the risk of being overstocked with more than return¬ 
ing Cargoes can be provided for. We have determined upon sending no Ma¬ 
deira Wine by the Ships of this year. 

17. The Stores we are under the necessity of sending out for the Ser¬ 
vice of the Government this Season, consist of the following particulars vizt. 
Victualling and Naval Stores for the use of His Majesty’s Squadron about 614 
Tons of the former, and 450 Tons of the latter; Cloathing for the King’s 
Troops, for Colonel Draper’s Battallion about 25 Tons, Colonel Monson’s 
Twenty-five Tons, Colonel Coote’s Twenty five Tons, Coll. Morris’s Twenty 
Tons, The Artillery Companies at Madrass one Ton and an half, and those 
at Bombay Two Tons and an half. 

18. Having thus given a general Account of our intended Export, We 
proceed to inform you in a summary way, what manner the several Articles 
are to be forwarded to the place they are designed for vizt. All the Bales of 
Woollen Goods for Fort St. George and Bengal, together with 1990 of the 
Bombay Bales go in the three Coast zmd China Ships, and the five Coast and 
Bay Ships, which make about 500 Bales on each Ship, the rest of the Bales 
for Bombay, will be sent in the Ships bound directly to the Place. One Moiety 
of the Bales for Canton goes on the Ships bound directly thither, and the 
other moiety is divided in equal proportions upon the two Ships which call 
first at the West Coast, The Copper, Lead, Iron, Gunpowder and other Arti¬ 
cles intended for our Presidencies, will be forwarded in nearly equal propor¬ 
tions on the several Ships bound to them respectively. The three Coast and 
China Ships have Sixty Tons of lead each for Canton, and the remainder 
of the quantity for that Market, is pre^ortioned on the rest of the Ships bound 
to China. ^ 

ig. The reason of disposing of the iggo Bales in the manner mentioned 
above is, that they ^re so many more than the direct Bombay Ships ca n 
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carry, The President and Council of Fort St.Gcorgc arc directed to forward 
them by the first good Conveyances that offer to that Presidency and in case 
any of them should come to Bengal, you will in like manner send them to 
Bombay. 

20. For a particular account of each Ship’s Cargo consigned to your 
Presidency, Reference is to be had to the respective Ships’ Invoice. 

21. As to the Government’s Stores, those from the Naval and Victu¬ 
alling Departments go, one half in nearly equal proportions on the Eight 
Ships, which are bound to Fort St. George, and the other half will in like 
manner be divided on the Bombay Ships, All the Cloathing for the Troops 
will be sent on three of the Coast and Bay Ships, except that intended for 
the Artillery Company at Bombay, which will be sent on one of the Ships 
bound thither; The President and Council of Fort St. George are directed to 
take care, that such proportions of the said Stores, as come in the Ships 
bound to Fort St. George are carefully delivered to the proper Officers, which 
is mentioned for your guidance in case any of them should come to Bengal. 

22. As from the present flourishing State of Our Revenues in Bengal 
we may with good reason expect a large Investment will be made. So we 
shall hope for and depend upon your utmost endeavours being exerted to 
answer our Expectations, We cannot as yet send a List of what Goods arc 
to be provided; the number of Ships will determine the quantities which 
with the Proportions and Remarks made in the last Season’s List of Invest¬ 
ment will be your guide for the present. As to Salt Petre, you are to make 
a provision not only for the Shins in your department but for those also to 
be dispatched from our other Presidencies, agreeable to what quantities 
You are informed or judge shall be wanting to be sent by all early and 
proper Conveyances. 

23. The quantity of Salt Petre to be laden on each Ship must neces¬ 
sarily depend upon the Bale Goods you shall be in a Condition to provide 
and the proportion will be more or less accordingly as part of the Charter- 
party Tonnage, if your Investment of Bales is considerable, in such case, 
you are to load on each Ship what Surplus Tonnage you shall think proper 
taking care however that all the Ships you are to provide for, are without 
partiality put upon an equal and just footing. 

24. It is with real satisfaction we observe that the flourishing condition 
of your Presidency enabled you to transmit to Fort St. George Ten Lacks 
of Rupees, and allowing the President & Council of Bombay to draw upon 
you for five Lacks more to be forwarded to Canton, We flatter ourselves 
Mr. Pigot and his Council have by the happy Situation of our Affairs on that 
Coast made an ample addition to the said Sum remitted to them and as we 
have good reason to believe the circumstances of both Presidencies will not 
only continue to afford sufficient means for their own Investments and Ex- 
pences of all kinds but also dfecttially supply the other Branches of our Trade 



LETTER IBOH GOmiT 


particularly that of China, you will observe therefore We sent this Season 
only 17 Chests of Treasure to Fort Marlborough and but Thirty Chests to 
China. We shall therefore depend on your best endeavours for making such 
timely remittances as may be necessary to whatever Place they may be wan¬ 
ted, and herein the China Trade must be one of your great Objects, and ac¬ 
cordingly you must transmit to Fort St. George a sufficient Stock to enable 
them to send to our Supra Cargoes at Canton, on the Three Ships of this 
Season which arc first Consigned to that Presidency Cargoes in Treasure, 
Redwood and other Articles proper for that Market to the amount of 
Thirty thousand pounds on each ship at least but an encrease of that amount 
will be most acceptable, and here we lay it down as a Standing Order, that 
you annually make an early and as large a provision of Treasure and Goods 
(if any proper of the latter are to be had) as can be spared to be sent on the 
Ships which according to our present System will call first at Fort St. George, 
and by such other good and timely conveyances as may offer. 

25. The Cargoes of the three Ships Hawke, Falmouth & Neptune 
consigned to Fort St. George are to be unlivered with the utmost dispatch, 
& then forwarded without loss of time to Canton with Cargo consigned to 
our Supra Cargoes there, agreeable to our preceding directions. 

26. As the Coast and Bay Ships will be partly laden for both Presiden¬ 
cies, you will be informed by the Invoices of the particulars consigned to 
you, the Cargoes intended for Bengal. We have directed the President and 
Council of Fort St. George to forward to you as soon as possible either by the 
same Ships or other Conveyances as may be most suitable. 

27. Our Exports for Bombay taking up more Tonnage than is requi¬ 
site for the Investments to be brought from that side of India, We dispatch 
two ships to our said Presidency vizt. the Lord Mansfield, and the New Ship 
Captain Maitland early enough to deliver their Cargoes, and be dispatched 
to the Coast and Bay; For this purpose we give our President and Council 
at Bombay Orders to forward them as soon as possible, adding it will be most 
agreeable to us, that they should have Loadings of Cotton and whatever 
else may turn to account, or let them on Freight for the run, provided this 
can be done in time, for their being dispatched home from Fort St. George 
or Bengal the same Season they arrive in India, These two Ships then are 
to be deemed Coast and Bay Ships, and are to bring a proportional part of 
the Investments from thence accordingly. 

28. The two China Ships which are consigned first to Fort Marlbo¬ 
rough arc to take in all the Pepper which can be got ready in time on the 
West Coast to be laden on them for the Canton Market, so as that they may 
nm no hazard of losing their Passage thithw, and as we shall continue this 
method for the future, We take adtice of it, that you may not depend upon 
any of your Slups filling up there for England. 

2 ^ The 4i^tchatig home to us all the Ships the same Season they 
anwe hi India, aoeli oaAy as djBs^nefi Ihr the fi]lloww| year ei^iected. 



bdi^ of great Consequence to the Company, We shall depend upon your 
strictly observing our yeuly Recommendations and Orders for concerting 
the necessary measures with our other Presidencies for this purpose, As also 
for sending such Ships to China with Caigoes to the amount of Twenty thou¬ 
sand Pounds each as cannot otherwise be provided for, if any such there 
shall be, which Ships will be taken care of and returned to England by our 
Supra Cargoes under the usual denomination of Casual Ships. 

30. Being very sensible that the variety and extention of the Business 
at your Presidency necessarily require an additional number of Covenant 
Servants to carry it on in the manner it ought to be, and as you have repre¬ 
sented that such a number are wanted as will make your whole List amount 
to One hundred at least; We have fully complied with your Request by ap¬ 
pointing Twenty-five Writers this Season to serve the Company upon the 
Bengal Establishment, their Names and the order they are to rank in ou- 
List of Covenant Servants are as follow vizt. John Worthington Turner, 
John Bathoe, Isaac Sage, Simeon Droz, Francis Law, William Weston, John 
Grose, Richard Witts, George Godefridus DelaGarde, Alexander Higginson, 
Jacob Rider, Alexander Van Rixtel, Charles Lloyd, John Hutchinson, 
Charles Hawkins, Blastus Godly Wright, Edward Bader, Henry Higginson, 
Harry Palmer, Thomas Sheeles, James Longford Whyte, Charles Goring, 
John Holme, Parker Hatley and William Harwood. 

31. In the sziid List you will observe the name of Messrs. John Wor¬ 
thington Turner, Isaac Sage and Simeon Droz who you inform us have 
served as monthly Writers in your Accountant and Secretary’s Offices so 
well as to merit notice, We have therefore complied with your recommen¬ 
dation by taking them into our Service. 

32. And Messrs. John Bathoe, Henry Higginson, Charles Goring, John 
Holme and Parker Hatley who arc now in India having been well recom¬ 
mended to us you will further observe are included in the said List. 

33. The several Writers who proceed from England have entered into 
Covenants and given the usual Security of ,{^500 each, for the Ships they 
take Passage on We refer you to the List of Passengers in the respective 
Packets signed by our Secretary. 

34. Such of the Writers who are abroad, mentioned in the two preceding 
Paragraphs must execute the Covenants sent in the Packets for that purpose 
which you are to see duly performed and then return to us by the first Conve¬ 
yances. 

35. Notwithstanding you very well know it is a Standing Rule that as 
our Writers come of Age they arc to execute fresh Covenants, and that all our 
Covenant Servants in f^eral as they advance in Station and into Council 
are to give the usual Security on such occasions; yet little or no regard hat 
been paid to theto necessary and indiapentible Rules, as you will observe 
by the Lista we send you this Season, You must therefore in our Nam^ caU 
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upon, and see that every Person in the said Lists executes fircsh Covenants, 
and writes to his Friends here, to give Security as therein mentioned. Of 
this you are not upon any account to fail, and you are to let the Parties con¬ 
cerned know, we will not admit of any pretence whatsoever for a Non Com¬ 
pliance, and that by the very first opportunity. 

36. Having by making so large an addition to our List of Covenant Ser¬ 
vants complied with your desire in it’s utmost extent, We may, with reason 
expect to find the Business of your Presidency effectually assisted, But it is 
with real concern we hear by the concurrent Testimony of almost every Per¬ 
son who comes from Bengal, That unless our Junior Servants are kept more 
strictly to their Duty we are only adding to the Company’s Expence without 
receiving any benefit from it. It is you our Governour and Council we must 
and shall therefore depend upon to see that all Our Servants discharge the 
Duty of their several Stations with Diligence and Care, and you are to take 
such measures for this purpose as you shall think will be most effectual. If 
any of the Writers in particular do not behave to your satisfaction they must 
be called before you in Council and reprimanded once, twice or oftner if 
you shall think fit, and if that will not reclaim them you are to dismiss them 
from our Service and send them forthwith to England for we are determined 
the Company shall not any longer be burthened with useless hands. 

37. We are well assured, That one great reason of the Writers neglecting 
the Company’s Business is engaging too soon in Trade, this by the assistance 
of their Banians either furnishes them with the means for supporting extra¬ 
vagant Expences or lays an early foundation for distressed Circumstances and 
improper Influences, The certain consequences of both which are and must be 
an inattention to and neglect of the Company’s Busincss.We therefore positively 
Order that none of the Writers of your Establishment have the benefit or 
liberty of Dustick until the times of their respective Writerships are expired 
and they commence Factors, with this exception however. That as some of 
them are older than usual in such a Station to such you may grant the said 
liberty or benefit of Dusticks, but herein you are to take notice it is our mean¬ 
ing such liberty is to extend only to the Writers who have fully attained or 
when they shall attain to the Age of 21 Years and not before, and provided 
they discharge their Duty during their continuance in the Station of Writers 
to your satisfaction. 

38. Our said Prohibition of Dusticks is meant to extend to the Writers 
now in Bengal as well as those going out, but as it is possible some of the for¬ 
mer may want them for bringing Goods out of the Country which they may 
have engaged for before this reaches you, in such Cases you may grant Dusticks 
for those particular Goods only, provided however you are satisfied they are on 
their own account and not on account of any other Person or Persons whatso¬ 
ever, after that they are not to have the liberty or benefit of Dusticks until 
they attain to the age of 21 years as before directed. 

39. You will do well to enquire particularly on the arrival of our several 
beforementioned Writers into their respective Qualifications, and Station 
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them accordingly to such Branches of the Company’s Affairs where they 
may be of most Service, and as several of them have learnt to draw they may 
be of use in the Engineering Department, but of this you will upon such en¬ 
quiry be the best Judges. 

40. Besides the befbrementioned Writers we have appointed Edward 
Stephenson to serve in that Station upon your Establishment, who is to Rank 
next below Henry Cottrell the last Writer upon the List who was chosen for 
and went to Bengal the Season before this, but in consideration of his Four 
years Standing as a Factor upon the Fort Marlbro’ Establishment, we have 
agreed and accordingly direct that instead of the usual term of Five years 
he serve only Four years in the Station of a Writer, but if he should by that 
means advance to the Station of a Factor before the said Henry Cottrell or any 
of the Writers above him, he is notwithstanding to Rank below them upon 
their severally commencing Factors. 

41. Mr. Francis Sykes who had your permission to come to England on 
account of a severe Indisposition he had for a considerable time laboured 
imder, having recovered his Health returns to his Station on your Establish¬ 
ment on one of the Ships of this Season, As his Absence is not to prejudice his 
Standing he is to be Ranked upon the List of Covenant Servants exactly as he 
stood upon leaving Bengal, that is to say next below Mr. John Johnstone. 

42. We approve of your sending to Fort St. George for and appointing the 
Revd. Mr. Samuel Staveley to be one of our Chaplains upon the Bengal 
Establishment upon the death of our late Chaplains Mr. Henry Butler and 
Mr. John Cape, and as another is wanted we have chosen the Reverend Mr. 
Fumivall Bowen a Gentleman extremely well recommended to us to fill that 
Station, he accordingly proceeds on one of the Ships of this Season as wil- 
be noticed in the Secretary’s List, His Salary and Appointments are to be ag¬ 
reeable to the Establishment laid down in our General Letter of the asrd of 
January 1759. 

43. We have lent to the said Mr. Bowen Fifty pounds which he is to re¬ 
pay out of his growing Salary agreeable to his Bond which will be transmitted 
to you by the Ship he takes Passage on for your receiving that Money according- 

y. 

44. We are much surprized that you should think of sending to Fort 
St. George for Mr. More your late Chaplain to assist again in that Station 
considering the Directions we gave in our Letter of the 13th March 1761 
as we see no reason to depart from them, he must therefore never be admitted 
again. 

45. We have given leave to Mr. Edward Croke with his Family to settle 
in Bengal, as he has been a very old Servant upon the Fort St. George Esta¬ 
blishment and in consideration of some particular Services he fendered the 
Company especially his declining to succeed to the Government upon the 
Death of Mr. Hinde, We have allowed him an Annuity for his Life from that 
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time of aoo a ytsa, you arc therefore to pay the smne to him by Quarterly 
Payments to commence from the 25th of December 176a when he received 
the last payment from us here. 

46. It is very disagreeable to us to find so many Pages in your Diaries 
filled with Dissents and Disputes in the Transacting some interesting part of 
our Affairs pointed out in your Letter of the lath November 1761, We have 
read and considered the whole very attentively, and must express the great 
dissatisfaction it has given Us to find Our Interest and the general welfare 
lost in these warm Altercations. 

47. Major Carnac we find having raised difficulties and set up his 
own Judgfmcnt in opposition to the orders of the Govemour and Select 
Committee respecting the Assistance to be afforded the Subah to oblige 
JRamnarain-Nabob of Patna to adjust his Accounts with him, and even to 
object against acting in concert with Our Chief at that Settlement; You 
thought it necessary to send up Colonel Coote investing him with full Powers 
in Civil as well as Military Affairs; this (tho* we are well acquainted with 
the Colonel’s Abilities) was Lodging a power in Military Officers which we 
can never approve of, and we plainly perceive that this injudicious step 
gave rise to the many Disputes and Dissents that followed, for the Colonel 
we find soon adopted the same Difficulties, and raised the same Doubts 
with respect to the Orders concerning Ramnarrain and besides treated the 
Subah on some occasions with too much warmth, and which might have had 
most dangerous Consequences: but not to dwell on this disagreeable part 
of the Affair, We say that we highly approve of the Orders the President and 
Council gave to set aside Ramnarrain from the Nabobship and oblige him to 
give just Accounts to the Subah of his Government, for it appears evident he 
had been long treated with great lenity and Moderation, And had he 
behaved with a proper Subordination, and paid when so often called upon 
what was the Subah’s just Rights from the Revenues of the Country, It might 
then have been right to have continued him in the Nabobship, but when 
he had made repeated and shameful excuses, refused for many months to 
produce or give in any Accounts, The Military Gentlemen pretending to 
protect him by virtue of an Agreement said to be made with by Colonel 
Clive could not have taken place with any Justice. And therefore we add that 
we highly approve of your continuing steadfast to the Subah and the assistance 
you gave to recover the just Revenues due to him, such a Conduct is surely 
the proper method of shewing him our determined Resolution to perform 
Our part of the Treaty subsisting between us, and We shall never Approve of 
giving protection to any of his Subjects, Dependents or under Officers on any 
pretence, but what Justice and reason may warrant. We have in our Letter 
of tbe 13th March 1761 b^n very full on this Subjject, And from what has 
passed, we af« induced to repeat our Orders that you pay a due rq;ard to than 
and upois all occasions aaihere strictly to our En^pagraients udth any of ffie 
Country Powers, and avoid as much as possible taking part m. w*y disputes 
Vstwefn the Subah those acting under his Authoirity, your l^eidarlv 
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in the case of those that have been supported and found countenance from 
us and proving; highly undeserving, confirm the Justness of these Sentiments. 

48. We should have ended here what we had to say the principal occasion 
which brought on these Disputes but the part Messrs. Amyatt and Ellis have 
taken in them cannot be passed by without some notice. To do them Justice 
vre are willing to allow they apprehended Ramnarrain ought to be supported 
at all Events, tho’ they scarce had a Shadow of reason for such a Sentiment 
but on the contrary, they had sufiicient to doubt of his sincerity, and the great 
forbearance and tenderness shewed him long before the Orders were sent for 
his dismission from the Nabobship, surely Justified those that were sent for 
that purpose, If therefore they had duly weighed the Importance of the Affair 
the necessity of supporting the Subah in his Just Rights, and how necessary 
It was for Our Interest that he should be enabled by receiving his Just dues 
to make good his Engagements to us, pay his Soldiers and preserve his Authority 
they could not surely have dissented against the prudent and just measures 
which were taken with respect to Ramnarrain. The next point of their dissents 
is supporting the opinion of Major Carnac who declared that the Troops 
imder his Command should not be employed in support of what he deemed 
to be Acts of Cruelty and Oppression which was in effect taking upon himself 
to be the Judge of the propriety of the Service he may be ordered upon, 
a pretention, we arc surprized these Gentlemen should attempt to support, 
could they not see the Consequence, that it would be putting Our Affairs in 
the hands of the Military Officers, a situation quite contrary to our intentions 
and the >^ry nature of our Service, And therefore we highly disapprove of 
Messrs. Amyatt and Ellis's Conduct for the share they took in supporting 
these extraordinary disputes. Altho’ we disaj^rove of Major Camac’s Con¬ 
duct as abovementioned, We have at the same time a high Opinion of his 
Capacity in Military Affairs, in which we must acknowledge his good Service* 
to the Company. 

49. To close the whole we do agree with you in the just Sentiments 
you entertain of the Character and Merit of Colonel Coote, and which 
on every occasion we have taken an opportunity to Express a due sense of, 
and therefore without making any further Remarks on the disputes that 
have happened, and in full persuasion such will not again happen; we shall 
only add. Our entire Approbation bf the proper Conduct of Our President 
through the whole Affair, and those joined in support of this opinion which 
was honestly calculated, and pursued with a decent and becoming Spirit 
for our true Interest. 

50. In answer to the 62nd Paragraph with respect to the Doubts that 
arose on several Points which occurred in the Council of the Debates and 
Dissents, and in which we again find Messrs. Amyatt and Ellis bear a principal 
part. We direct. If a Member of the Board thinks it proper to dissent to 
any Resolution, It is sufficient that his Reasons are entered after that Day’s 
Consultation but he must nevertheless sign the Letters and Orders conse¬ 
quent upon that Consultsition, without marking a dissent against his Name 
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on signing the Letters or Orders, for it is plain from Circumstances you 
mention which have and may occur, Orders may be disputed upon pretence 
of the want of the Majority of Council signing said Letters or Orders, which 
may be attended with bad consequences with respect to our Service, and 
therefore, we direct. That the Orders of the Board be made effectual by the 
dissenting Members signing it being sufBcient that the dissents be entered 
as abovementioned for our Notice; And let this be a Standing Order in 
future. 

51. The above are our Answers to the first and third points you desire 
our directions upon, As to the second respecting the President’s Corres¬ 
pondence with the Country Powers we evidently see the necessity it should 
be carried on by him solely as it ever was the Channel, and was enforced 
in our Letters to the Presidency under the ist April 1760 Para 96, which 
we now confirm, and positively direct be adhered to, and that no one 
Member of the Board presume to Correspond with any of the Nabob’s 
Rajahs or their under Officers on any pretence whatsoever, however all the 
Letters the Governour writes or receives from the Country Powers must be 
Copied into a Book and laid before the Board as soon as it may be done with 
propriety for the inspection of any of the Members as has been before prac¬ 
tised. This is so necessary to preserve the importance of Our Governour 
that we are surprized new Schemes or doubts should be started on this Head, 
and especially at this Juncture, when the Dignity of Our Government 
abroad ought to be supported by all reasonable and just means. And there¬ 
fore for any of the Members of the Board to start these Doubts can tend 
only to Embarassing Government without answering any good purposes 
whatsoever, therefore we cannot approve of it. 

52. Notwithstanding what we have said with respect to the Gover- 
nour’s Correspondence with the Country Powers, it is our meaning that 
he is not to undertake or carry into Elxecution thereby, any Affairs of Im¬ 
portance without first Communicating the same to and having the appro¬ 
bation and consent of a Majority of the Board, agreeable to our former 
Orders on this Head. 

53. We observe in the 80th Paragraph of your Letter P Plassey, that 
you have entertained Mr. Hugh Cameron a Surveyor of New Lands; In 
the year 1 758 or 1759 there was one Mr. Hugh Cameron a Captain in our 
Service at Tellicherry, where he behaved very ill, as he had done before 
at Bombay, and deserted Our Service by going to Cannanore and not re¬ 
turning again to his Duty; In case this is the same Man, We direct that he be 
immediately dismissed Our Service and sent home by the first Ship. 

54. On considering the number of the Council that are employed a'; 
the Subordinate Factories which are gencrally^five, we therefore direct 
that the number of the Council including those of the Subordinates do 
consist of Twelve exclmive of the Colonel and Major. This with the Orders 
already given that all diaenting Members shall sign to the Resolution 

/ 
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of the Board or Letten in consequence thereof, will obviate the Objections 
which you mentioned have been made for want of a proper Majority signii^ 
the Xjetters. 

55. After the Death or Absence of Major Garnac no other Military 
Officer that may succeed him is to be admitted as a Member of the Board 
or Select Committee without our express Orders, but they are to be con* 
suited whenever it may be judged necessary. 

56. In the 113th Paragraph of your Letter P Plassey you desire our 
Orders concerning the payment of the Troops and Officers of Colonel Goote’s 
Regiment, We looked into your Consultation of the 23rd September and 
see a Letter from Colonel Goote requesting a Compliance with what was 
promised him in England to have the Pay of his Regiment put on an equal 
footing with those of the Company’s. We can by no means think the Cal¬ 
culate which the Colonel makes of Two shillings and four pence to the 
Current Rupee ought to be allowed of as our Troops are always paid in 
Arcot Rupees. The King’s Troops can be intitled to no other manner and is 
agreeable to what Colonel Goote represents he was promised in England; 
A compliance with his desire would also be attended with many difficulties 
with respect to our own Military who would Justly claim to be put on the 
same footing with the Colonel’s Regiment and we make no doubt the 
Colonel will be convinced of the reasonableness of our not consenting to 
pay his Troops in the manner he requires. 

57. Having taken into Consideration the Representation in your General 
Letter of the 12th November 1761 relating to the want of capable Officers 
for the Corps of Artillery on the Bengal Establishment, and in particular 
that part where you say if any fit Person should offer to be Commandant 
of that Corps, you think it will be for the Company’s Interest to engage him^ 
And Captain William Jenings a Gentleman who has served with Ability 
and Reputation both upon the Fort St. George and Bengal Establishments, 
and on those Accounts well known to you, offering for that Station, We 
have thought proper to reinstate him in the Company’s Service and have 
accordingly appointed him Captain of the First Company of Artillery in 
Bengal and as such of Course he is to be Commandant of the whole Corps 
of Artillery; he takes his Passage in the Lord Clive and his Pay is to 
commence upon his arrival; As Captain Jenings’s Brevet from the Governour 
and Council of Fort William as Captain of Artillery bore date the 29th June 
1758 we could not prevail on him to resume the Service without having his 
Rank from that time, considering the difficulty of finding a Person so well- 
qualified, the necessity of the case and your particular Request before- 
mentioned, We have agpreed to his taking Rank accordingly, upon this 
express condition however, to which he has signified his Consent in Writing, 
That he is not to take Rank of Captain Randfurlie Knox a Gentleman for 
whom we have already e]q}ressed and still continue to have a (great regard 
altho’ We do not think the appointment of Captain Jenings as before mentioned 
can give umbrage to such of Our Military Officers who have been promoted 
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to the Rank of C 3 aptain« since that time, yet in case any Altereaiidn or 
Difiiculties should arise it will rest upon you and' we shall accordmgly d^>end 
upon your prudence, for conciliating them to this measure. 

58. And in consequence of your beforementioned Requert We have 
chosen and appointed Mr. George Burghall to be a First Lieutenant in 
your Artillery Corps and to succeed to, the first Vacancy of Captain Lieute¬ 
nant which shall happen after his arrival, he accordingly proceeds to his 
Station in the Deptford, This Gentleman has served in the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery and is well recommended to us, not only as a Capable Artillery 
Officer, but also as being well qualified to acquit himself in the Engineering 
way. 

59. We have also appointed Mr. Isaac Tullie and Mr. George Hadley 
to be Ensigns in the Company’s Forces upon the Bengal Establishment, 
they accordingly take their passage in the Ships Deptford and Lord Clive 
and arc to Rank in the abovementioned Order from the time of their 
arrival at Fort William next after the last Person who shall have been ap¬ 
pointed an Ensign on our said Establishment before such their arrival. 

60. By our last Letters from Fort Marlborough, wc arc informed. 
Captain Vincent has acted with great prudence and activity, and done 
as much as could be expected in his Situation, for fecilitating a Reiettlanent; 
We have reason to think Mr. Carter and the rest of ot*r Servants upon that 
Establishment will, before this reaches India, be returned to their Stations, 
and proceeding upon all the proper means for effectually Re-establishing our 
Settl^ents upon the West Coast of Sumatra, but as on this occasion. They 
will want every Assistance that can be given, what is afforded from hence 
will not be nearly sufficient. Wc shall therefore depend upon your utmost 
care & attention for furnishing whatever our Servants there shall desire, 
or you shall even without any particular Request judge necessary and as 
you may possibly some times have the earliest Information of their wants, 
therefore such of them as arc not in your power to relieve, but may by our 
other Presidencies, you will take care to give them immediate notice of 
as the joint and separate endeavours of all our Presidencies, must be con¬ 
stantly exerted to assist and sxqjport our said Settlements. 

61. We have sent by the Deptford a Bale of Cloth marked PH which 
has been pressed in a way never before practised in order to prevent Mildew . 
as well as to try if they are preferred to those wc umaUysend, There is also a 
Bale of Long Ells Seven Pieces with the same mark pressed by the same Man 
with a gloss put on than more than usual. These must be shewn to some 
Merchants who arc accustomed to deal in Woollens, and inform us by the 
first Conveyance of their Qipinion regarding them. 

62. Upon the Application of the Friends of Mr. Charles Stafford Play- 
dell, we have agreed to restore him to the Gonq)any*s Service in the Rank 
and’stationlie stood at the time of his DisraissioH, Thatistosay^ in Council 
next below Mr. Me Gwire, he is therefore upon your receipt of this Letter, 
to take his Seat accordii^ly. We shall expect to find, that Mr. Playdell 
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under a proper sense of our Lenity will behave himself in such a manner as 
may deserve this Mark of Our Favour. 

63. By the Ships 2 Hawke, Falmouth and Neptune we send about 140 
Recruits for our own Troops upon the Fort St. George Establishment who 
are nearly divided in an equal manner upon the said Ships. 

64. We send|also about Sixty more for our Troops in Bengal in equal 
proportions by theJPlassey and Deptford & have given directions to our 
President and Council of Fort St. George to forward them to you accordingly. 

65. It is oiu" intention to send by the next Ships to your side of India 
as also to Bombay such a further number of Recruits as they can conveni¬ 
ently take in, which will be more particularly noticed in our future 
Advices. 

66. The Ships Pocock and Glatton carry about One hundred Re¬ 
cruits to our Settlements upon the West Coast. 


We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Ch. Gough/Timo¬ 
thy Tullie/G. Steevens/Geo. Dudlcy/Bour- 
chier Walton/W. Thomton/Richd. Seward 
F. W. Barrington / Heny. Savage / John/ 
Browne/Hen. Hadley/Richd. Wamcr/Wm. 
Webber/Richd. Smith/Tho. Waters/Rt. 
Burrow / Christr. Baron/S. Harrison / Wm. 
Snell. 
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LETTER DATED 22 DECEMBER 1762 

Permission for His Majesty's forces to enlist in Company's service — Cot. 
Coote's services to be retained if possible. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

I. In a Short Letter of the gth Instant we acquainted You, that ap¬ 
plication had been made to Government, relating to the Kings Troops, 
We are now to inform You, that His Majesty having been pleased to signify 
to the Right Hon’ble Lord Ligonier his intention of recalling the Four 
Marching Regiments, as also the Four Companies of Artillery in the 
East Indies, and His'Majesty having been pleased to consent, that the En¬ 
signs, Lieutenant Fireworkers, as well as the Non-Commissioned Officers 
& Private Men of the whole, who are disposed to enter and enlist into the 
15 
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Oompanys Service, have his permission for same, and as it is presumed 
orders will be sent by The Right Hon’ble Lord Egremont on this occasion, 
by some of our Ships now under dispatch, it is necessary You should have 
this notice, that you may pursue the directions given in our said Letter of 
the gth Instant. With respect to the marines on board the King’s Ship 
We find none of them can be left behind. 

2. Although Major General Lawrence and Colonel John Gaillaud 
have Brevets as such from the King, they are the Company’s Officers and 
in their Pay only, therefore the beforementioned Recall does not affect 
them. 

3. But Colonel Eyre Coote, as a Kings Officer it is apprehended will 
be directed with the others to return to England, yet as he has been appointed 
by Us to Command the Company’s Forces upon the Bengal Establishment 
We should be glad he could continue in that Station, if it is consistent with 
His Majesty’s Orders and his own Inclination which You are accordingly 
to Signify to him. 

4. The many important Services the Company have received, by 
means of His Majestys Forces ever since they have been in the East Indies, 
deservedly merit our most grateful Acknowledgment and Thanks, which 
You are to take the properest opportunitys of expressing, not only to all 
the Commission Officers in particular, but also to the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Private Men in the several Corps. 


We arc 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Timothy Tullie/ 
Wm. Snell/John Manship/Bourchier Walton/ 
F. W. Barrington/Cha. Gough/G. Steevens/ 
Hen. Hadley/Richd. Srni th/John Browne/ 
London Christr. Baron/Rt. Burrow/Wm. Webber/ 

22nd Decemr. 1762. Will. Barwell/ Richd. Warner/S. Harrison. 
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LETTER DATED 29 DECEMBER 1762 

Uncertainty regarding the treaty with France. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

Since closing our last Letters some particular Circumstances have 
occurred wth respect to that part of the Treaty with France which relates 
to Our Company’s Affeurs, and there being a Current Report that a large 
Number of Ships j&rc fitting out there designed for the East Indies, until 
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therefore We have some Ecclaircisments [jjV] on these Points it will be highly 
necessary for all Our Presidencies to be well on their Guard. You are 
therefore not to proceed upon the Reduction of Our Forces until You 
hear further from Us, for although We are in hopes the Ministry will settle 
Matters with the Court of France to Our Satisfaction yet nothing can be 
absolutely depended upon until the definitive Treaty is Signed. You are there¬ 
fore to be very watchful to prevent any unjustifiable Steps which the French 
may endeavour to take before you can have Notice of the said Treatys be¬ 
ing Exchanged and Ratified by the several Powers, and it is further recom¬ 
mended to you not to give Credit to any other Notices than those you will 
receive from us. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/John Browne/ 
Heny. Savage/John Manship/Christ. Baron/ 
Wm. Webber/G. Stcevens/F. W. Barrington/ 
Robt. Burrow / Will. Barwell / Hen. Hadley/ 
London Timothy Tullie/S. Harrison / Tho. Waters/ 

29th December 1762. Richd. Warner / Cha. Gough / Geo. Dudley. 
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LETTER DATED 9 MARCH 1763 

Shipping news—particulars of exports—instructions regarding manufacture 
of gunpowder—instructions regarding investment—Courtis views on territorial 
acquisitions—Shah Alamos sanad to Mir Qasim—refusal of Diwani approved—^ 

Company's relations with Shah Alam—fulfilment of obligations by Mir Qasim _ 

concern over disobedience of orders regarding restitution fund—-presents for the 

King of Butma—papers necessary for peaceful settlement of disputes with the Dutch _ 

concern over expenditure involved in fortifying Fort William—satisfaction at in¬ 
crease in revenues of Burdwan, Chittagong and Midnapore—special seals for 
Bengal Government—allowances to Vansittart and the Chief of Chittagong— 
attempts by Company's servants to procure trade privileges for themselves resented— 
military recruits for various Presidencies—grant of double batta criticised —economy 
in military expenditure urged—instructions regarding payments to His Majesty*s 
forces—irregularities in accounts of French prisoners of war—terms for renting 
out lands in Kharijuri paTgana.—legal position regarding by-laws for public works— 
His Majesty's forces to be recalled from East Indies. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


I *. The Letters we have writ to you this Season by the way of Alq)po, 
the Liverpoole Man of War and our own Ships the Deptford, Plassey and 

*To avoid repetitioa summariet in one of the copies of the letter have been deleted. 
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Falmouth bear date[s] the 30th of November, the gth, 17th, 22nd and 29th 
of December last. 

2. You will receive this Letter in Triplicate by the Ships Lord Clive, 
British King, and Pigot, which contains our further Directions and In¬ 
formations with some observations which have occurred upon the perusal 
of your several Advices received in the course of last Season which are 
arranged under the usual Heads. 

First of Shipping 

3. You have been already informed of the Ships arrived last Season 
from our several Settlements and China so far as to the 12th of January. 
We have now the pleasure of informing you that the Calcutta from Bombay 
got safe to Kinsale on the iith of December, at the time she left St. Helena, 
which was the 3rd of October no Ship was there. The Calcutta Ships Com¬ 
pany has been greatly reduced by Mortality, and distressed by the sickness 
which prevailed among the Survivors. 

4. Since our Last Advices we have taken up another Ship vizt. the 
Pitt Capt. Josqph Jackson Commander at the Burthen of 499 tons (tho’ 
in her former Voyages let for more) carrying 99 Men and 26 Guns, upon 
the same terms and conditions as the other Ships, and shall consign her 
first to Fort St. George, One principal object of her Voyage being to carry 
about 300 Recruits for our Forces on the Fort St. George Establishment. 

5. As it may be necessary upon the conclusion of the present Negotia¬ 
tion with France to send to our Settlements some particular information 
and directions. We have thought proper to buy a Sailing Vessel for this 
purpose to be ready to proceed at the shortest notice. She is called the 
Lapwing Bxurthen 120 Tons carries 10 Guns, is Navigated with 21 Men 
and Commanded by Captain John Griffin. 

6. The Pursers of the following Ships receiv’d the Dispatch from hence 
on the 24th of December vizt. The Egmont for St. Helena & China, 
the Falmouth, Neptune and Hawke for Fort St. George, and the Ships 
Deptford and Plassey for Fort St. George and Bengal, they sailed from 
Spithead vizt. the Egmont, the ist & the Hawke, and Neptune,^ and 
Plassey the 2nd and the Deptford and Falmouth the 12th of January, His 
Majesty’s Ship the Liverpoole sailed from Plymouth on the 20th of the same 
month. 

7. After a great loss of time by a very severe Frost which occasioned 
an entire stop to Navigation in the River Thames, those Ships were 
followed by the Cruttenden for St. Helena and China, the Havanna directly 
for China, and the Glatton and Pocock for the West Coast and China, whose 
Commanaers received their Dispatches in and sailed from the Downes the 
first the ist* and the others next day. 

•The other copy h^ 'the second the 13th'. 
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8. The next division of Ships and which are now under dispatch consists 
of the three Ships Lord Clive, British King and Pigot for Fort St. George 
and Bengal, and the Lord Mansfield and Bute for Bombay which are to 
proceed on their Voyages from the Downes. 

9. The only ships remaining are the other four Bombay Ships Talbot, 
Earl of Middlesex, the Speaker and Latham, also the Pitt for Fort St. George, 
a-ll which we shall get away as soon after as possible. 

10. As the Ships now under dispatch for your side of India are partly 
laden with Consignments for Fort St. George and Bengal and have some 
Bales on board for Bombay, we must refer you to the respective Invoices 
for the particulars and to the Directions in our Letter of the 17th Deer, 
as to the manner of forwarding the said Consignments. 

11. Having given you notice by the said Letter that besides the five 
Ships bound directly to the Coast and Bay the beforementioned two Ships 
Lord Mansfield and Bute are to be laden home from your side of India, we 
shall depend therefore upon your having made^the necessary Dispositions for 
that purpose in conjunction with our Presidency of Fort St. George, and we 
flatter ourselves the Circumstances of both Presidencies will be such as to fur¬ 
nish full returning Cargoes for all the seven Ships. 

12. However should it so happen that for want of Cargoes all the said 
Ships cannot be dispatched home as recommended, and there shall be a neces¬ 
sity of keeping any one of them a season longer, in such case we recommend the 
Lord Clive to be employed on a Country Voyage in such a manner as will 
be most advantageous to the Company until the proper time of dispatching 
her the following Season. 

13. With respect to the Ship Pitt after the President & Council of Fort 
St. George have landed the Soldiers and received the several Consignments 
mentioned in her Invoice and Bill of Lading, all which must be done with 
the utmost expedition, they are to lade on her any Goods which can be im¬ 
mediately ready proper for the China Market, together with as much Treasure, 
in addition to such Treasure as is intended to be put on board her here, as they 
can conveniently spare, and give the Commander Orders to make the best of 
his way to Canton, consigning the whole to Our Supra Cargos there. If our 
Letter reaches Fort St. George as we suppose it will before the arrival of the 
Pitt, the President & Council are to make the necessary Dispositions for 
expediting her Voyage, as it is intended she shall arrive in China early enough 
to be returned to Us the same Season; Capt. Jackson having assured Us, that 
by proceeding in the Track that Ship went the last Voyage but one, he made 
no doubt of his being able to perform it in the said time, Capt. Jackson is in 
the course of his Voyage to make such Discoveries & Observations as may 
facilitate the Navigation in the said Track in future and thereby render the 
going to and return from China practicable in any Season of the Year. 

14. The reason for limiting the dispatch of our Ships from the Bay of 
Bengal for Europe, by the Clause in the Charterparty, so as they shall not be 
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deliver’d to the Commander before the aist day of November nor after the 
iith day of March, is upon a supposition that the intermediate time is the 
only proper Season for a Ship to get out of that Bay, so as to save the Monsoon 
and notwithstanding this might probably be effected either before or after 
those days, and be attended with great convenience to the Company, We 
apprehend the Owner of the Ships would be unwilling to alter those Clauses, 
as there is a possibility that an early or late dispatch may be attended with 
difficulties and loss of time in gaining the Passage, We can therefore only 
recommend to you, if it is convenient for the Company’s Service to dispatch 
a Ship between the i ith day of March and 21st day of November, that you 
tender the Commander his Dispatches, & if he makes any objection to the 
receiving them, you must nevertheless deliver them to him, and refer the ob¬ 
jections to be adjusted between the Company and Owners in Elngland. 

15. We are much concerned to find the loss that happened to Us, by the 
Fattee Salara Foundering at Sea, The Examination you made of the Captain 
is very' imperfect, on perusing his Letter it appears very clearly, that from 
the first he managed very badly, and at last quitted the Ship sooner than he 
ought to have done, had you ordered the Master Attendant and some othef 
Seafaring Men to examine into this Affair, & made their Report, we should 
have had a much better insight into this matter than we now have, for we do 
not see from what cause this disaster happened, & which we very sensibly 
feel in the loss both of Military Stores and Men. 

16. Last year we gave particular Orders to Our Servants at Bombay 
to build for your Settlement as soon as possible the Schooners you wanted for 
the River Service, If you find you can build Vessels at Chittagong which we 
observe you had given orders for, we should imagine they will come out 
cheaper than at Bombay, where the prices of Timber are greatly enhanced of 
late, and therefore if from the Experiment you find the Vessels will answer 
your purpose you must continue to Build such as You may want at that Place, 
& in every other Respect you must use your best endeavours to make that 
Settlement & Country as advantageous to us as possible. 

17. If the Syren Snow will answer the purpose you mention you have 
our permission to keep her for that Service. 

18. We are in hopes the Vessels you have lately bought for the River 
Service are such as will answer the purpose, and that proper care was taken to 
prevent our being imposed upon in the prices. In future the following Orders 
must be on all such occasions strictly adhered to, that not only the Mastet 
Attendant but the Head Carpenters employed in the yard and some Seafaring 
Men make a Survey and Report the Condition and value of each Vessel to 
be purchased before the Contract is made which must then be entered in 
your Consultations. 

19. In^ regard to the Ship King of Prussia which you treat of in the 20th 
Paragraph of your Letter by the Hawke]we think the reasons you have given 
for permitting the Supra Cargos to transact their Business at Calcutta ha 
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some weight, as it appears their chief design was what7ou mention to wind up 
their Affairs and Withdraw their Effects from Bengal, however in future 
we must strictly enjoin you to attend to the repeated Orders we have given not 
to countenance or have any dealings with Foreigners as you must be sensible 
many inconveniences may arise to us if such should find Countenance from 
any of our Servants. 

20. We recommend it to you as the most eligible method for procuring a 
proper number of Seafaring Men to be brought up in the River Service, and 
thereby securing a Succession of good Pilots, that you apply to the Com¬ 
mander of each Ship returning to Europe, to spare one capable Person from 
his Ship’s Company for this Employ, to whom you are to make such an Allow¬ 
ance as you shall find merits, that the Owners may be at no Expence 
thereby, you are to assure the Commander in our Name that the Company 
will pay the Expence of the Hire, Wages, Maintenance in England & Passage 
back to India of such Lascar as may be hired in the room of the Person so 
discharged from the Company’s Service deducting therefrom what would 
have been paid him if he had not been detained in India. 

21. We shall expect the Master Attendant performs what he promises 
of having a due regard for our Interest, for from the state of your Marine it 
appears to be an object very material, from the great Number of Vessels wc 
observe are now employed, but as you seem at least to be satisfied with it we 
must suppose there are no more than what are absolutely necessary, but if 
when Peace takes place they can be reduced with propriety, we hope you will 
have due attention to it, as well as the heavy Expences being made as easy to 
us as possible by a proper inspection into the different branches. 

22. Our former directions for loading a surplus Tonnage of 25 Tons in 
order to make good the Wastage and deficiency in weighable Goods and there¬ 
by prevent our paying for dead Freight were very full, and we think it proper 
here to repeat the same, that you may always take care to comply with them 
in future. 

23. The Register of all Private Trade taken on board Our Ships on ac¬ 
count of the Captains and Officers is a Duty strictly required by the Com¬ 
pany’s By Laws, for the neglect whereof very heavy Penalties arc thereby in¬ 
flicted, as well as in the Charterparties 'and Captains Instructions, the Return 
to us of such Registers regularly and in Duplicate is a point of much import¬ 
ance, that has consequentially more than once been required at your hands 
yet you have sometimes failed therein, particularly by the Hawke and War¬ 
ren, therefore, observe that we insist upon the most exact Obedience in 
future to those strict Injunctions. 

Secondly of Goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

24. Having in our Letter of the 17th of December given yoy a general 
Account of Our Exports this Season we have only to refer you to the respective 
Invoices of the several Ships as they arrive for particulars, from which you 
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will find we have complied with your Indents as far as' circumstances would 
admit. 

85. The Indent for Stationary will be fully complied with, The dis¬ 
appointment you experienced of a supply of this Article, of Medicines and 
several other particulars by the early Ships of 1760 is to be attributed to the 
very large Tonnage then required for his Majesty’s Stores and the number of 
Recruits at that time embarked for the King’s Battalions on those Ships, and 
the same reasons subsisted with respect to the latter Ships, as is evident from 
the Norfolk and Chesterfield being laden with Goods and Stores which were 
originally intended for the others but could not be taken on board for want 
of room. 

26. The Deptford and Plassey carried this Season all the Medicines for 
your Presidency, One half of the Medicines went on the Plassey & on both 
those Ships were put as great a variety of Stores as could be procured in 
time. To the equal division of the Stationary on the several Ships as desired in 
your Letter of the 14th December there lays an objection, for the putting 
any on board a New ship is not so proper when it can be avoided, which 
cannot be done this year for four of the five Ships consigned to Bengal being 
on their first Voyages the remainder of the Stationary is necessarily sent on on® 
of them the Lord Clive. 

27. The size of the Masts, Yards and Sparrs not being described in the 
Indents, they are continued to be sent of the same Dimensions as have been 
usually provided, We require you hereafter to transmit the particular Dimen¬ 
sions that none may be sent out that are improper for your Purpose. 

28. To obviate the Difficulties in receiving Copper Iron and Lead from 
the Europe Commanders by the Country Weights, we are desirous those Ar¬ 
ticles should be received by you from the Commanders of Our Ships in the 
same manner as they are weighed to them here, that is 

Copper about 5 cwt. at a draught, allowing One pound on every Five 
hundred Weight, 

Iron about 5 cwt. at a draught, allowing two pounds on every Five hund¬ 
red Weight, and 

Lead Ten Pigs* at a draught using no Weights under four pounds but 
making no other Allowances. 

29. For the above purposes are sent Eight Setts of Iron Avoirdupois 
Weights with a proportion of Small Weights to each Sett and two scale Beams 
with Boards and Iron Chains (instead of Ropes) to weigh from 15 cwt. to a 
Ton at a draught, and to adjust the above Weights are likewise Sent a Sett of 
Brass Standard Weights with Scales. 

30. Twenty-four Coppers for refining Petre would have been sent if they 
could have Jpeen made in time, as the case stands We are at present able to send 
you only four Nests consisting of four each. 

*equa] to 154 lb*. 
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31. Having very attentively considered Mr. Araphlctt’s Letter, we are of 
opinion his representation that the Iron Work annually sent out for Gun 
Carriages and Iron Trucks is useless, must be a mistake, as those Articles are 
of equal goodness and the same as used in the Government’s Service. In re¬ 
gard to the Heavy Artillery represented by him as necessary for the Works a* 
Bengal, tlie Governour and Council of Bombay will be directed from hence to 
supply you with such as they can conveniently spare, on an Indent which you 
must take care to send thither to be made in consequence of your real occasion, 
observing that we send by these Ships such Heavy Cannon as have been pro¬ 
vided and could not be got ready last year. 

32. On examination into the Complaint made of the Small Arms you 
received in the Year 1760, We have been assured by the Surveyor of them 
and the Gun Makers that those Arms were very carefully examined, but 
that the Iron used for Locks in the latter end of the year 1759 proved in 
general very indifferent, so much so, that the Government found it necessary 
to send Iron from London to Birmingham for making Gun Locks; this method 
is observed with the Locks for the Company, which being made by the same 
persons as are employed by the Government it is hoped will prevent any 
future complaints. 

33. The Sales you have made of Europe Goods we observe are for 
lower prices than usual, which we judge must have happened from the causes 
you mention, but we are sorry to find that Long Ells are not in demand 
which you assign no reason for, this we shall be glad to have by the first 
ship, w'ith your opinion at the same time, whether any kind of other Woollen 
Stuffs of a thinner fabrick, such as Shalloons &ca will answer for the Market 
if you find any such will do, you must send a Pattern or Sample and we shall 
comply as soon as possible both as to fabrick and Colours. The same method 
we would have recommended to Our Servants at the Subordinate Factories, 
that no means may be left imtried to promote the sale of the Woollen Manu¬ 
factures. 

34. Agreeable to your 38th Paragraph P Hawke we have sent a larger 
Quantity of Small Anchors than usual of the Sizes you mentioned. 

35. Having procured Assays to be made of the Musters of Sicca and 
Arcot Rupees coined in yoiur Mint &*transmitted to Us by the Hawke, we 
now send you an Account thereof Signed by our Accountant, by which you 
will observe both sorts are deficient in fineness and the Arcot Rupees like 
wise in weight which you will take care to have remedied in your future 
Coinage as the Reputation of the Mint must by all means be preserved. 

36. All the Utensils wanted for the Mint are now sent agreeable to 
the Indent of the Assay Master, Alexander Campbell now designed for 
Fort William, which has been complied with in every Article. 

37. In regard to the Mint we are sorry to find that it is rafher a losing 
Branch than otherwise in the present State but as you give us reaison to hope 
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that hereafter, when Bullion becomes more plenty, it will then become of more 
consequence we must wait the Event, but at the same time we think you 
have acted properly on this occasion, we must depend in a great measure 
upon your management of this branch under the Orders you had from us m 
our Letter of the 3rd March 1758, Pars. 124 to 129 in which we have been very 
full. 

38. The Regulations you have made in the Mint especially regarding the 

Coinage of Gold, we approve of for the present, but expect you will e sue 

alterations as you may hereafter find necessary, which we must leave to 
discretion, as being the best Judges what charges maybe necessary to esta is 
so as to satisfy those who bring their Money into it. 

39. Your Indent of Stores for the Artillery has been considered and we 
have ordered such-part of it to be complied with as the Tonnage o t e ips 
designed for your side of India will admit, at the same tirne however v/e mus 
remark this Indent is signed only by the Assistant to the Military tore eeper 
and Commissary of Artillery and appears to be drawn out with very ® ^ 
tention & without reflecting on the real improbability that such an ^ 
could be complied with. To instance in a few particulars out of many, wo 
thousand Barrels of Powder are requested, One hundred Barrels are as muc 
as one Ship can possibly take with convenience and to enable her to o 

the Owners are obliged to enlarge the Powder Room, Two hundre la ron 
of Coals is another Article in the Indent; this is as much as we can we 
all our Ships to all parts of India Eight hundred Bolts of Canvas and Vi ry 
together with Small Arms and several other particulars which nug t e men 
tioned, are such an amazing Quantity as must far exceed your annua wan s, 

one circumstance particularly remarkable is, that many Articles o t is n en 

are such as should with more propriety come into the Indent or jcnera 
Stores, and many of them have been put into the Marine Indent, to t is we 
must add we see no account of Remains of Artillery Stores, nor is t le 
notice taken of the use the Stores Indented for may be app le to, ^ 

remarks and a view of Remains would furnish us with a proper ^ yoUi 
wants, and we could form a pretty good Judgment of the propriety an 
nableness of your Indents, and we think no Articles should be ^ ° ® 

inserted in the Military Indent that have been or should be desir m 
or other Stores. On the whole you should practise what is done at the 
other Presidencies namely that when an Indent is framed by \ 
officers and a true Account of Remains laid before the Board you wi 
bled to judge of the propriety of the demand made, it should then be ^ 

the Governour and Council whereupon it will have its due weight wit s. 

40. It was with much difficulty we could procure a Person who 
tolerable knowledge of the method of making Powder in England. Mr. Wiuiam 

Smith who wisent to your Presidency about two years since was recommend¬ 
ed to us as one who had been employed for some years in that branch of Business 
and was in a good degree Master of the whole progress practised here in making. 
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Powder, so that as we find he is arrived with you, and carried out with him 
every thing he indented for, or was thought necessary for that Service, we 
shall hope to hear he will in a great measure answer our expectation and so 
improve and bring to Perfection this important Article, as to render your 
demand of Powder from hence much less, consequently ease the great charge 
we are at in sending it out for we cannot but think as the principal Ingre¬ 
dients are to be had with you at very easy Rates it will not cost us half of 
what it does here. 

41. By the Ships arrived from you this Season we have received several 
Letters from Mr. Smith promising his best endeavours to answer our Expecta¬ 
tions, but as the necessary works for this Service were not quite comple¬ 
ted, he had not been able to send a sample of the Powder of his making for 
us to judge of his performance, and in many parts of his Letter he 
complains that you have appointed one Mr. Gostelly as Assistant to him 
who before his arrival had the principal overseeing of the Powder Works, but 
who now gave him some interruptions, we are by no means inclined to fa¬ 
vour complaints coming to us in this manner, and ever are willing to believe 
that the Grotmds of them proceed from a needless dissatisfaction not from any 
thing real, however we hope (as you must be sensible we have been at a very 
great charge) you will use your best endeavours and so far countenance and 
comply with Mr. Smith's reasonable Requests that we may not be disap¬ 
pointed in Our expectation, as it is besides an Affair of such great importance 
in respect to the general Service, and you must let him know from us that 
whatever he has to offer in future is to come to us through you. 

42. The Samples of Powder we have received have been tried at 
the King’s Magazine by the Prevet, an Instrument by which all Powder is 
proved before it is received into His Majesty’s Stores, and both the Cannon 
and fine Powder appeared by that trial to be unfit for any service. The Board 
of Ordnance here receive no Powder but what goes two Inches in the Prevet, 
and that you sent did not go one, Another Experiment was made, at Woolwich 
by the King’s Officers of Artillery there, by firing an Howitzer of Eight Inches 
and the Remarks made on the strength of your Powder by those Officers are 
enclosed for the information of the Officers with you that act in that 
branch of Service. And from these Instances you will evidently see the ur¬ 
gent necessity there is for all imaginable Attention to improve this Article, 
and therefore if you find Mr. Smith capable of such Service we persuade our¬ 
selves you will not discourage his endeavours but promote them to the utmost 
of your power in every thing that is reasonable. And that you may have the 
best information we have been able to procure we must tell you that the Salt 
Petre and Brimstone may be properly refined and which [itV] the Samples we 
received from you with the Powder were judged to be so by the people belong¬ 
ing to one of the largest Powder Works in England, yet if the Charcoal should 
be faulty the Powder cannot be good, and the Sample of Charccal received 
with the above appeared to be highly so, it was burnt to a mere Calx and had 
no strength in it at all, You will receive a small Cask of Charcoal which the best 
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Powder Maker uses here, you will observe tho’ the Wood is bximt thro* some 
substance is preserved in it and when you break it there is retained a Glo®y 
Oilly [sic] appearance, some attention is also necessary with regard to the 
Wood the Charcoal is to be made of. There were eight different sorts sent 
by you which have been examined by the Charcoal Burners, and the four 
sorts which were particularly noted to be the Woods Mr. Costelly vised when 
he had charge of your Powder Works were wholly disapproved of, as being in 
general too heavy and knotty; the softer kind of Wood is better liked, if after 
burning it shews some strength, and therefore the Woods proposed & intended 
by Mr. Smith to make his Charcoal are thought to be the best and named 
by him Gangway, Bollaht Nisindra, Gowrah, We should end here what we 
have to say on this Subject trusting to your serious Attention & Endeavours 
to improve this material Branch to the utmost, but we cannot omit adding that 
Our Engineer at Madras Major Gall has sent us a very sensible account of the 
method he practises to make Powder there, and among the rest of his observa¬ 
tions he gives a particular Account of the proportion of Petre, Brimstone and 
Charcoal used in making five hundred Pounds or five Barrels English of Pow¬ 
der, and we are informed those Proportions are well adapted to that quantity, 
which we thought proper to hint, that the Powder maker may try the Experi¬ 
ment agreeable to the beforementioned Proportions. 

43. We are pleased to find by the Engineer’s Report entered on your 
Consultation of the 6th of April, that the Ghittagon Timbers which he surveyed 
proved so good, and we suppose you have ordered the quantity and sorts he 
desire<i to be provided and as there can be no doubt of their being floated to 
Calcutta they will consequently turn out much cheaper than any we have be¬ 
fore had from Mergui or Pegue and lessen our dependance on that Government 
for this useful article & therefore we recommend it to you to encourage the 
getting them on the best terms you can, and in such quantities as to have al¬ 
ways in Store a Stock of Seasoned Timber for your several works. 

44. We have already recommended to you in the Strongest manner to 
give all possible Assistance to Our Settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra 
and we shall accordingly depend upon your punctually complying with our 
said Recommendations. You say in your Letter of the 12th November you 
were preparing a supply of Artificers, Rice, and Stores to be sent thither with 
all possible expedition, and we have the satisfaction of finding by your Consul¬ 
tations they were accordingly foi warded thither by the Fox. 

Thirdly of Investments 

45. We now send you the List of the Investment to be made at your Pre¬ 
sidency to the Observations & Directions therein contained you are to give 
all due attention & Obedience. 

C 

46. By our Accounts from Holland we are not a little surprized to find that 
the Dutch have been able to procure in Bengal a much larger proportion 
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of fine Goods than you have sent us, and yet at the same time Complaints have 
been handed to us from the Dutch Company suggesting that their Servants 
had met with unwarrantable Interruptions to their Investments as done 
by some of Our Servants. This is so irreconcileable that we are not able to 
Account for their success, in getting such quantities of fine Goods. If their Com¬ 
plaints are Just, and yet that you should be able to send us a proportion so short 
of Our Orders, This gives us some Suspicion that our Interest is sacrificed to 
Private advantage and that even some ofour Servants have in this case assisted 
the Dutch as we have reason to suspect such has been practised formerly. 

47. The Musters of Chittagong Cloth we received and answer very well 
at this Market, for further Remarks we shall refer you to the List of Investment, 
But shall not omit expressing our satisfaction of hearing from you such Com¬ 
mendations of the Diligence of the Chief & ca. there, we desire they may be 
acquainted with our entire approbation of their Conduct, and must recommend 
them to exert themselves to enlarge this Branch of Trade in particular, for it 
being a new thing will require greater inspection and exactness than if it had 
been some years established. 

48. The Providing a sufficient Quantity of Salt Petre not only for the 
Ships to be dispatched from Bengal directly but also to enable Our other 
Presidencies to give the Ships on their hands the necessary proportions is a 
measure of great importance and must be carefully attended to, we have 
most severely suffered by a want of this Article at Fort St. George the Ships 
Falmouth and Prince Edward being dispatched home about 250 Tons each 
short of their Gharterparty Tonnage for which we are obliged to pay near 
Nine Thousand Pounds dead Freight to the Owners of each Ship; This* cir¬ 
cumstance is the more aggravating as we have been at a very great Expence 
in paying for the Passage of the many French Prisoners those Ships brought 
to England. 

49. To prevent such a misfortune in future your endeavours to encrease 
the investment of Salt Petre by getting Grants for purchasing at Gauzapoor 
Auzeem and elsewhere cannot but meet with our approbation. 

50. We had great hopes your Fiigiances would have furnished you with 
the means of sending Us by the Ships Plassey, Earl of Holderncssc, Hawke 
and Warren a much larger proportion of Bale Goods, instead of lading 
upon them such great quantities of Salt Petre to make up their Tonnage as 
Three hundred Tons each the Whole profits upon which Articles are too 
inconsiderable and go but a little way towards the Payment of the Ships 
Freights. In Fact the Revenues at your Presidency have had little share in 
providing the said Ships Cargoes as it appears the Bills you have drawn upon 
us by them amount to near Eighteen Thousand pounds more than the total 
Invoice prices of all their Cargoes, undoubtedly the dispatching as large a 
number of Ships as possible is a very laudable measure, but then we ought 
reasonably to expect more real Advantages therefrom than we have found 
the last Season. 
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51. As you were in want of Salt Petre to mal^e up the Warren's Toimage 
on that account only your sending the Eighteen hundred Maunds of the 
Purnea can be allowed to be a proper measure, the abatement of two Rupees 
in the price being by no means an Equivalent for the badness of the quality 
and the quantity of Dirt mixed with it, especially when it is considered we pay 
Duties and Freight for the Dirt equally with the Petre, nothing but necessity 
therefore must induce you for the future to deviate from the Directions in our 
Letter of the ist of April 1760 for sending us Petre as refined as possible. 

Fourthly of the Country Government 

52. It gives us great pleasure to find by your Letter of the 5th June 1761 
and by all your subsequent advices that the Country enjoys a perfect Tran¬ 
quility; We earnestly recommend that you use your best endeavours to keep 
it so, as the only means to secure to us the Advantages we may hope for, and 
which we have in some degree e3q>erienced by the Investment you have made 
(though not adequate to our expectations as noticed under the Third Head) 
and the agreeable assistance you have given Madras and Bombay to furnish 
Money for our China Ships which were to be dispatched from thence, & as 
your sentiments respecting the Conduct to be held towards the Country 
Government & adopted by you coincide so fully with our orders in our 
Letter under the 13th March 1761 we shall not enlarge on this subject. 

53. From the general view you have given us in your 56,57,58 Paras, of 
your Advices by the Hawke, with respect to your Transactions with the 
Shawzadah who had been proclaimed King at Delhi, as well as from the 
several Proceedings on the same Subject, which appear at large in your Select 
Committee’s Diary, we observe Major Carnac & Colonel Coote were both 
very sollicitous to have engaged in the Project of accompanying the King to 
the Capital with a Body of Our Forces, however we are better pleased that 
the King left the province without our being obliged to engage in such a 
hazardous Enterprize, and had Colonel Goote's Regiment arrived before the 
urgency of the King’s Affairs required his moving forward to the Capital, 
yet we should have hoped you would not even then have been tempted to 
engage in so distant an Undertaking, but have contented yourselves with the 
right step you have taken in treating that Prince with all due respect during 
his stay in the Province of Bengal and escorting him with a proper Force to 
the Borders, for in sho’-t our Sentiments are, That if we can secure our present 
Possessions and Privileges in Bengal, preserve the Peace of the Province and 
the Nabob in the Government and Prevent the Borders from being Invaded 
or Disturbed by the Neighbouring Rajahs or other powers, we shall 
be fully Satisfied, and think our Forces Judiciously employed in answering 
these principal Points, for we are by no means desirous of making further 
Acquisition/ or engaging our Forces in very distant projects, unless the most 
absolute necessity should require it to answer one or other of the principal 
Views aforementioi^ed. 
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54. The Sunauds being sent by the King tq the Nabob for the three 
Ptovinces^ is a very agreeable Circumstance, altho* you do not mention in the 
General Advices any Complaints that the Nabob made on his being obliged 
to purchase those Grants at a much greater Expence to him after the King 
passed the Borders, than he would have had them for while the King was at 
Patna, if the Nabob had been properly supported in his pretensions by our 
Commanding Officer then there, yet some thing of this appears in your Diaries 
and if true. Surely our Force and Influence were not so effectually applied as 
they might have been, & altho we are unwilling to pass a Censure on any 
particular Person on this point, yet we hope to have no occasion in future 
even for a doubt that the Interest of a Prime we are so closely connected 
with by Treaty has been Slighted, for if the Difficulties arc multiplied upon 
him, and his Power and Influence not supported by us, when he wants our 
Assistance he must suffer by such measures, as our Interest must likewise 
do in the end. 

55. Your refusal of the Duannee of Bengal offered by the King was 
certainly right, and we are well satisfied with the Just and prudent Reasons 
you give for declining that offer, however it seems something extraordinary 
to us that at the time the King makes this advance, he should return the 
applications made to him, for the Sunnuds to confirm our privileges and 
Possessions in Bengal Granted by the late and present Nabob in so loose and 
unsatisfactory a manner, and even to require a Piscash or Present before he 
passes the Order in due Form. The Great Services we had rendered his Maje¬ 
sty, and the Generous treatment he met with from us as well as from our 
Ally the Nabob during his stay at Patna surely claimed a more distinguished 
Treatment, and at least a full Grant of our Requests without such an expensive 
demand annexed. The Time and manner of the Refusal seem likewise very 
extraordinary, your applications being returned at the very Juncture Major 
Carnac was escorting him to the Caramnassa or Borders of the Province, 
Service which must then be fresh in the King’s Memory, and therefore we 
think there is reason to apprehend the King is not so cordially attached to us 
as we might have expected, however if you judge the obtaining such Sunnuds 
to be absolutely necessary, you have, we doubt not, continued your Appli¬ 
cation to have them perfected. It was a prudent Consideration in you to add 
to your Applications on this Subject Our Ally Alii Verdi Cawn otherwise 
called Mahmud Ally Cawn as Nabob of Arcot, which we suppose you have 
or will continue to do when you think it proper to move again in this Affair, 
& if the King should succeed in his pretensions to the Throne the sooner the 
Grants aie obtained the less we apprehend will be the Expence attending it| 

56. We have received the continuation of the Statement of the Nabob’s 
Debt, as the Committee of your Board have fully digested it in the Books 
kept for that purpose closed the 1st of October, together with their Report 
and as the Nabob has since fully compleated the Payment of his whole 
Debt, we shall only express our Satisfaction at your Attention to this part 
of our Service. 
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57. The General Debt from the Nabob being so cleared, as noted above^ 
and consequently what becomes due on account the European Sufferers, 
Natives and Armenians is not clearly liquidated as stated in your 64th 
Paragraph, we shall only say we gave such full and explicit Directions in this 
Subject in our Letter of the igth February 1762 by the Walpole, Hardwicke 
& ca. that we shall not now say any thing more concerning it, but wait your 
answer thereto, when we shall have a clearer view of what directions to give 
you with respect to Mr. Van Staden’s demands® or any thing else that may 
arise on this Subject. 

58. In our former Letters as well as in that of the 19th February 1762 
we were very full and explicit concerning the Surplus Money from the Resti¬ 
tution Fund. But by your Letter of the 12th November 1761 we find that 
our Orders are not likely to be complied with, as the European Fund appears 
at that time reduced to about 58,000 Rupees and before this we suppose 
even that Sum has been paid. 

59. So total a disregard to our repeated Directions on that Head founded 
on the strictest Justice cannot but fill us with surprize and concern. The 
least we could have expected was, that you should have assigned some weighty 
reason for acting so directly contrary to the tenor of our Instructions. 

60. It was properly Judged in you t( send a small present to the King 
of Pegue®, and we hope you will obtain by it the permission you wanted, to 
bring away the Timber lying there for our Account, and you will do well 
to keep in Memory whenever a fair opportunity offers to obtain Satisfaction 
for the Massacre of our People at the Negrais. 

61. The Advance you made t( the French Families of One Thousand 
Rupees P month we observe you were induced to do it from the consideration 
of their great Poverty & Distress however if any opportunity offers for 
your lessening this Charge by any of them getting into a way of providing 
for themselves or otherwise, we hope you will do so, for it is very doubtful 
if we shall ever obtain a Repayment of this Expence either from the French 
Company or their Government, yet be careful to send us a particular Ac¬ 
count of this Expence that we may make a proper demand of it as occasions 
may offer. 

62. Your Answer to the Dutch Deputation on their Apprehensions 
of a War between us and the States in Europe was very proper, and we also 
approve of the Representations you have made to the General and 
Council at Batavia in regard to their Proceedings on the West Coast 
after the Capture of our Settlements there by the French, we are likewise 
well pleased to find you have kept up a proper harmony with the Dutch 

Government at Bengal. 

« 

63. You were acquainted in otir Letter of the 2d of April last that 
the Differences between this Company and that of the Dutch relative to their 
Affairs in Bengal yerc to be adjusted by Commissaries on the part of each 
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Company, Our Commissaries on this occasion am Thomas Rous, John 
Dorrien and Laurence Sulivan Esqrs. and those for the Dutch are Messrs. 
Tbimon Van Scboonhoven, Peter Duvclaer Van Campcn and ComeUs Van 
der Hoop, The Conferences were begun at this House in August last and have 
been continued to this time wherein the several matters contained in the 
Memorials which were transmitted to you last Season have been thoroughly 
discussed but nothing as yet determined. When any thing material bappem 
in this Negotiation we shall send you the necessary Informations and Direc¬ 
tions, in the mean time We shall depend upon receiving the several proofs 
order’d by our Letters of last Season diat we may in all Events be able to 
support whatever we have advanced in our Memorial and be Masters of such 
further Facts as are any way relative to the differences & transactions with 
the Dutch, and in particular it is necessary you should send us the following 
Paper as soon as possible. A proper Authentication of Mr. Bisdom’s Letters 
(No. 6 in the Appendix to our Memorial) and the Original Agreement bet¬ 
ween the Dutch and Nabob mentioned in the last of those Letters, but if 
the Original cannot be transmitted, we would have a Copy. We would like¬ 
wise have a Copy of the Dutch Arzee (No. 11 in the said appendixl if the 
Original wrote for last year cannot be sent us, and as the true meaning of 
the Wor I in the first Article, which is render’d Preference, is much disputed 
between us and the Dutch, it is very important to have that Ascertained in 
particular, As must likewise be the exact time the Dutch Vackeel presented 
that Arzee to the Nabob, the Dutch Commissaries having denied that their 
Vackeel delivered such an Arzee to Jaffier Ally Cawn, altho’ they admit 
that one much to the same purport was presented by their Servants to Souraja 
Dowla in the month of February 1757 of which last you are also to endeavour 
to get a Copy. We can come at no Information concerning the 13th Article 
of the Treaty with Jaffier Ally Cawn (a Copy whereof is in the Appendix 
to the Dutch Company’s Report No. 9) you must therefore after a proper 
Enquiry, acquaint us if such an Article did ever exist and if it did, give us a 
Copy. The Company’s Grant from Jaffier Ally Cawn for the exclusive pur¬ 
chase of Salt Petre, we have never received a Translation of, which must 
be sent with a Copy, And in all the beforementioned Instances whether the 
Originals or Copies are sent, you must not fail to give us an English Trans¬ 
lation of them. Lord Clive’s Corresponiience with the Country Government 
since the 24th January 1759 has not been transmitted to us, you must there¬ 
fore supply this omission if possible, his Lordship’s Letter to which No. 12 
in Our Appendix is supposed in Answer being particularly wanted Jaffier 
Ally Cawn and any other proper Persons must be applied to for obtaining 
such of the abovementioned Articles as they can furnish, and you are to be 
particularly careful in getting the said Originals, Copies and Translations 
Authenticated in the best manner possible, observing that the Copies and 
Translations are to be forwarded to Us in Duplicate at least. „ 

64. When we came to proceed with the Dutch Commissaries upon an 
Enquiry into the Complaints of both Companies of Interruption in their 
Cloth Trade it was admitted that the Servants of both Companies may at 
16 
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times htive acted improperly to serve their own Interest & it was promised 
that the strongest Ipjunctions should be transmitted by each Company 
to its Servants to give no just cause of Complaint for the future. You are 
therefore hereby positively order’d to conform to this Determination in 
the strictest manner possible. 

65. We shall reserve what we have to say with respect to the French 
and the Treaty of Peace between Great Britain, France and Spain for the 
Supplement to this Letter, or for a Separate Letter on the occasion, as we 
are desirous of giving you the necessary informations and Directions thereon 
to as late a Period as we can before the departure of Our Ships. 

Fifthly concerning Fortifications Buildings and Revenues 

66. It is highly disagreeable to Us to reflect on the immense Sums 
the New Fort has already cost Us amounting to December 1761 to near 
^(^350,000, as by the Account received by the Warren, and to find by your 
Advices there is yet so much to do, however we are pleased to find you have 
so readily seen the necessity of curtailing the immense Out Works at first 
designed, and that you have Resolved to contract the Plan and intend to 
finish it with all Expedition on as prudent and saving a Scheme as the Nature 
of the principal Work may require. If enlarging and extending the Esplanade 
was so necessary as Colonel Coote declared it to be we must acquiesce, 
tho’ it seems to be a Work that will greatly encrease the Charge, but we 
hope to find you make good your promise of reinstating our loss that may 
arise in our Revenues from the Great extention of this Work by the equitable 
means you propose and as you have fallen upon a reasonable method of 
procuring Coolies without oppressing any body we hope the Works will 
have been prosecuted with so much vigour that we shall find by Our next 
Advices our heavy outgoings on this head draw to a Conclusion, and we 
must add here that we expect all private Works ought only to be considered 
in the second place and every reasonable means should be used to compleat 
as speedily as possible a publick Work of such importance & on which the 
general Security so much depends therefore should be suffered to meet 
with as little obstruction as possible. 

67. The Resolution you are come to for having a regular Sett of Books 
kept by the Storekeeper of the Materials expended at the New Fort in the 
manner you mention is so useful a measure that it cannot but meet with our 
Approbation. If any other methods can be thought of which may be a Check 
upon Frauds and unnecessary Expences in the Works we trust you will 
adopt them and that you will have a constant attention to keep the Dis¬ 
bursements on this Account, heavy as they must unavoidably be, within 
due bounds. 

t 

68. We read with much Satisfaction the great Attention you have paid 
to that now material Branch of Our Affairs under your direction, the Reve¬ 
nues, the greatdiligence Mr. Sumner has shewn in ocecuting the 
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Commission you appointed him to for enquiring into and settling, the 
Revenues of the Burdwan Country is highly meritorious^ and if he h^ not 
quitted the Service should have taken this opportunity of shewing the proper 
sense we have of such Services, as we find that particular Revenue is 
advanced by his good management from Ten Lacks thirty five thousand 
Rupees to thirty two and a half Lacks, & it seems by the Receipts you say 
that have been passed since that Stipulation that they are put on such a 
footing as to be just and reasonable—^And though we are sensible that in 
such large and extensive Receipts it may not be practicable to receive the 
whole Annual Collection within the year, yet we hope and expect there will 
be as little left in Arrears as possible, for the recovery of Old Balances is 
generally attended with difiiculty, by the Instance yourselves give in that cf 
Four Lacks eleven thousand Rupees which were due on last year’s Balance, 
and tho’ we must commend Mr. Graham’s diligence and we doubt not he 
may be a proper Person to put in Execution Mr. Sumner’s Plan, yet we 
think the Collection of such large Sums should not be left to one Person 
solely and particularly as this Gentleman is of so young Standing, and 
therefore you must add another to take care of our Interest jointly with him, 

69. We observe Mr. Sumner in the State he gave in of the Burdwan 
Revenues that he proposed to appoint Supravisors or Collectors in the 
Company’s behalf to act jointly with those of the Rajahs, in order as we 
conjecture to prevent extraordinary Balances to be outstanding, but this 
we find would have been attended with an Expence of Sixty thousand Rupees 
P Annum, and besides seemed to give great dissatisfaction to the Rajah, 
for which reason, and to avoid the Expence you suspended the appointing 
Supravisors, however if the Rajah should not discharge the Agreement 
he has made and delay the Payment we apprehend still that such an Ap¬ 
pointment would be necessary, for though the Charge might be considerable, 
yet it would be much for Our Interest if it would prevent such large Balances 
outstanding at the end of the year, and if you find this method is proper 
it may also be practised in other Provinces where we have a Revenue to 
collect, but we must caution you not to make use of this measure but in cases 
of absolute necessity, so as to avoid as much as possible giving disgust to the 
Rajah or other Officers. 

70. The Ghittagon Revenues are the next to be taken notice of, in which 
from your Representation we are pleased to find Mr. Verelst and his Council 
have conducted themselves to your Satisfaction and to the considerable 
encrease of Our Revenues there, as to merit our entire Approbation, we 
shall therefore only add, that we hope those Gentlemen will still continue 
to exert themselves to make further improvements as you and they think 
there is a good prospect of. It is also very pleasing to Us to find that Mr. 
Johnstone has exerted the same Diligence and assiduity in his Dspartment 
at Midnapore, as to raise our Revenues there very considerably and likewise 
gives us hopes of further improvements. Let the several Gentlemen know 
the sense we have of their Important Services. 
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71. Fpozn a view of the fVooeed^ags jf the Cohunittcc of X^anck 
vre hRve great :rea3on to he satkiied with tbehr oihse attentioa to thi^ branch 
of the Service. The manne? of li^eepii^ those Accounts is as we would have 
it, and yotir intention of Ibllowing our Directions to let *he Lands in smaller 
I^ts when the present Leases expire will we flatter ourselves contribute 
greatly to the encrease of the Revenues. 

72. We acquiesce in the deviation you have made from our former 
Orders in appointing Mr. Amyatt one of the Committee of New Lands, 
as we think you would not have done it unless it had clearly appeared that 
our restraint on the Collector of the Revenues of the Old Lands being 
[Added?] to the Committee of New Lands was really unnecessary, and that 
no prejudice could arise to Us from that alteration. 

73. Although the Revenues which arise to us from the la^ Grwts namely 
those of Burdwan, Chittagon and Midn^pore were very considerable 
at first, but are now made much more so by the Laudable endeavours of the 
Grentlemen who are employed in stating and fixing them upon the present 
fair and equitable footing and for which we again express the just sense we 
have of such services, yet we cannot omit observing that those even with the 
addition of the Revenues of the New Lands of Calcutta furnish little on 
Balance to value ourselves upon Our Outgoings in Fortifications, Buildings 
and Military Expeditions and other great Charges amount to such enor¬ 
mous Sums as almost to swallow the whole. Had it not been for the Remit¬ 
tances you have made to Madrass of Five Lacks and what you further propose 
to send thither, and to assist Bombay with, we should not have received 
the return of a Rupee from you this Season, for your Draughts on us exceed 
the Cost of the Cargoes of the Four Ships you returned us this Season as 
noticed under the Third Head, so that the above proposed Remitttances 
are the whole of what we see at present for our large Revenues together 
with the value of our Consignments from hence to you, How Strongly there¬ 
fore should such a view excite you to think in time and in earnest to lessen 
our gi eat Charges and to look into and reduce every Item of Expcnce possible, 
we have full Confidence you will do so, and therefore only give you this cur-, 
sory view to call up your attention, and what time so proper for so. necessary 
a work as when the Country enjoys a happy Tranquility as by your last 
Advices you say it does and therefore we flatter ourselves this good work 
has been already begun. 

Sixthly of Covenant & Military Servants and their Accounts 

74. In our Letter of the 17th December last we informed you we had 
appointed the Revd. Mr. Fumival Bowen one of Our Chaplains upon the 
Bengal Establishment and had lent him the Sum of Fifty Pounds to be 
repaid out of his growing Salary; We are now to acquaint you he takes his 
Passage in tjhc Pigot, and that instead of Fifty, we have lent him One 
hundred pQuntk to be repaid in the beforementioned manner, his Pond 
for that Sum is ajifcordingly transmitted in the Ptgot*s packet. 





m 

75. Agreeable to ybnt kequest for a Capable Assay Master, we have 
•cho^n and do hereby appoiht Mr. AleJtahder Gampbdl a Gentlemhif 
vho has been well recommended: to Us for that Station, he takes his I*a^sage 
accordingly on the Ship British King. He is to be the last Junior Merchaia 
upon the List and never rise to an higher Station as a Covenant Servant 
without our especial Leave; his Salary and Anointments are to be in all 
respects upon the same footing as a Junior Merchant over and above which 
he is to be allowed Eighty Pounds a year by way of Gratuity as Assay Master^ 
which last is what Mr. Edwards receives at Fort St. George for that parti* 
cular Service . If Mr. Caitipbell ha^ a iriiiid to proceed to Fort St. George 
to be Our Assay Master at that Presidency irt case of a Vacancy, we give 
Our Consent, upcm this Condition, that he first Qualifies Mr. AnselM 
Beaumont or some other Person you shall appoint in the Art of Assaying so 
fully aiid effectually, that such Person ihay te able to conduct that Branch 
of the Mint Business in a satisfactory manner, without his further Assistance. 
In case of his proceeding to Fort St. George, he is to be the last Junior Mer¬ 
chant (jn that Establishment, in like manner as directed above with respect 
to yours, and to have the Salary and Appointments of a Junior Merchant 
with the addition of Eighty Pounds a year as Assay Master. If Mr. Campbell 
makes use of this Liberty you are to signify to the President and Council 
•of Fort St. George that he has complied with the beforementioned Condi¬ 
tions. 

76. We must suppose that our several Servants upon the Fort Marl¬ 
borough Establishment will before this reaches you be returned to their 
Stations, however if any of them shall happen still to remain in Bengal, you 
are to give them notice to proceed without delay. 

77. Your Secretary Mr. Williamson-having in a Letter to Mr. James 
desired that six small and two large Seals might be sent, the first for Sealing 
Letters and P^cketa and the others for Commissions and Instruments of those 
kinds, as we cannot approve of their becoming tbo common and familiar, 
we sent by the Plassey and Hawke, only two small ones, and you will receive 
by the Lord Clive One large Seal with it’s proper Apparatus; This latter 
must be kept by the President and, other Members of the Committee of 
Treasury under several Locks and each Member is to have a Key to his 
respective Lock, and we further direct, that the said Seal be never made 
use of without an order of Council, and you are to describe in your Diary 
the Instruments to which it is put. Whatever Articles are desired of this 
or any other kind should either be mentioned in the General Letter or yout 
Indents, and we shall expect that you do not fail herein for the future. 

78. We aqppfove of your sending Mr. George Gray to reside at Malda, 
as the Sum you mention is much too considerable to be trusted solely in the 
hands of the Gomastahs, You must have a proper regard to our Interort 
in the allowances tar these Small Residencies where frugality should always 
be observed. 
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79. We are pleased to observe the grateful Sentiments President Van- 
sittart entertains of our favourable notice of his Services and the Allowance 
we made him of 2 J P Gent upon the Nett Annual produce of our New ac¬ 
quired Territories agreeable to the Directions in our Letter of the 13th March 
1761 and which in your Letter of the 12 th November following it is expressed 
Mr. Vansittart deems to mean only the Calcutta Purgannas until our further 
pleasure is known. He has acted very properly on this occasion, And as 
we cannot extend this Indulgence without in the first place knowing the 
annual Sum Mr. Vansittart receives in consequence of our said Orders, and 
in the next place being fully informed of the Nett Annual produce of the 
Revenues of those Territories which have been acquired since that time 
that we may form a Judgment whether it may be reasonable to make any 
and what allowance to the President in addition to the said 2^ P Cent upon 
the Calcutta Purgannas, You are therefore to send us very explicit Accounts 
of the same by the first opportunity. 

80. The Allowance you have made for the Chief of Chittagon being 
‘the same as that of Patna we approve, as the large Revenues from thence 
and other advantages we have reason to expect makes this place a Trust 
of great Importance and will require the utmost care and assiduity in Our 
Servants there, but it is to be understood that the said Allowance is to com¬ 
prehend every Item except that of Salary which the Chief may otherways 
be entitled to by his Rank and Station upon the List of Covenant Servants. 

81. The Appointments you have made of the several Servants agreeab’e 
to the List sent us \se doubt not are very proper, and *hat they are well Quali¬ 
fied for the several Departments, and that you will take care they perform 
their Dutys therein. 

82. From the good Character you have given of Mr. More we have 
overlooked the Imprudent Step he took and have again taken him into our 
Service and appointed him Chaplain to our Presidency of Bencoolen and 
hope his Conduct will be such in future that we shall have no cause to 
complain. 

83. The Packets received by the Hawke and Plassey were very badly 
packed, many Letters were much rubbed and torn; You must in future take 
particular care that the Boxes are made in proportion only to what they are 
to contain, allowing some room for Cotton round the sides. 

84. We observe b’ your Letter of the 12th November 1761 that Mr. 
Bartholomew Plaisted was still employed at Chittagon, in Surveying the 
Creeks, Rivers, Islands &ca. on that Coast, where you judged his Service 
was of great importance, and it appearing from your Advices that there is 
a probability this place will prove very advantageous to the Company, We 
have come to a Resolution to countermand our former Orders for Mr. Plaisted’s 
proceeding to* Bombay, where we find he is not so much wanted as at your 
Settlement; He is therefore to continue in Bengal in Quality of Surveyor 
and an Assistant lingjnecr to Mr. Amphlett, That he may have the protection 
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■.nrj Advantages in Trade enjoyed by our Covenant Servants, he is to be 
ranked upon your List as the youngest Factor, but he is not to rise any higher; 
his Allowance of 1800 Rupees a year is to be continued to which is to be 
added the Salary and Appointments of a Factor. These Allowances are to 
Ipe in full consideration for all Perquisites, Eimoluments and Expectation* 
whatsoever for his said several Stations. 

85. We have received intimations of an extraordinary nature from the 
Gentlemen who are appointed as Conunissaries from the Dutch Company 
That Mr. Me. Gwire when Chief of Patna, made an atternpt to obtain an 
exclusive Grant for himself of the Ophium Trade there, this is a matter of 
such consequence, That we direct it to be enquired into and if there appear 
good grounds to suspect he made such an attempt, he must expect to meet 
with Our Resentment, As we think if such a Step had been taken it is an 
insult upon our Authority, for any Servant to presume to sollicit separate 
Grants or Privileges of Trade for his own Advantage and emolument, and 
such a transaction in him is a bad return for the great favour we showed in 
admitting him again into our Service, when he had merited Our Displea¬ 
sure. 

86. We acquiesced in your continuing to pay the Widow Mapletoft’s 
Pension of One hundred Rupees a Month tho’ at the same time we 
acquainted you it was an unprecedented and Lavish allowance. But 
as she and her Family are now in England there is no reason for conti* 
nuing her as a Pensioner to be paid out of our Cash at Fort William, You 
are therefore to pay no more on that Account. If she is a real object of Charity 
We suppose she will represent her Circumstances to and Request for Relief 
from Us. 

87. It being our intention to keep up a respectable Military I'orce at 
our several Presidencies, we accordingly sent in the Ships which sailed last 
as many Recruits as we could then raise and they could conveniently carry 
amoimting to about 420 for Fort St. George and 60 for Bengal, We now 
Send in the Ships Lord Clive, British King and Pigot 150, that is to say 50 
% each Ship, all of whom are to proceed to Bengal, and the Pitt will follow 
with 300 for Fort St. George. We shall furnish our Presidency of Bombay 
likewise by the Ships of this Season with 400 Military Recruits, and 200 Boys, 
the Latter discharged from the King’s Ships, to be trained up and employed 
in our Marine Service there; the Pocock and Glatton also carry about 100 
Recruits to Fort Marlborough. 

88. In consequence of your great want of & pressing Instances for 
Recruits, we have given Orders to our President and Council of Fort St* 
George to forward all those intended for your Presidency without fail by every 
proper conveyance. We have further directed them that if you want 
^ny further number to send as many Recruits out of their Troops as can be 
Spared with any Kind of safety and convenience and you will Uke care to 
signify such your want to our said President and Council. 
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89. Mr. James Garstairs who ptoceeijls ia one of these Ships is ti^n hi? 
arrival tu be aa Ensign upon our Bengal Eatablishmeatt aad is to take Rank 
next below Mr. Isaac TuUie ajxl Mr. Oeoige Ha<Ucy whom we appointed 
Ensigns by our TLett-ac of the 17th of December last. 

90. The Cadets who proceed to Bengal this Season are to take Rank 
and be preferred if they behave well in the Order they stand upon the List 
Signed by our Secretary. 

91. Our Engineer Mr. Amphlett having in his Letter to us of the 20th 
December 1761 taken notice of the necessity of having an Ingenious Civil 
Architect for the executing and management of the Public Buildings; We 
accordingly send you Mr. John Fortnom by the Ship Lord Clive, who has 
been regularly bred an Architect, Surveyor and Draughtsman under the late 
Mr. Barnard an Eminent Builder, and under whom he had the principal di¬ 
rection of several Buildings. As Mr. Amphlett says in his said Letter such a 
Man would be useful in the Settlement, and it would be worth the while of 
.any one to come out to Bengal on very easy Terms with the Company, Mr. 
Fortnom under such Eiqpectations has agreed to rank as an Assistant Engi¬ 
neer and Accept the Elstablished Pay of your Presidency as such, however 
we recommend it to you to give him all due Encouragement, if you find him 
deserving of it. 

Q 2 . We should very gladly comply with your Request for sending you 
young Persons to be brought up as Assistants in the Engineering branch, but 
as we find it extremely difficult to procure such, you will do well to employ 
any who have a Talent that way among the Cadets or others. In our Letter 
of the 17th December we hinted that several of the Writers going out this 
Season were qualified in drawing, if you find they can be of use to the Engi¬ 
neer they are to be Stationed accordingly, still keeping however their Rank 
as Covenant Servants. 

93. We can’t help observing the large Demand Coll. Coote made for 
his Field Expences for 15 Months that he Commanded upon the Coast, but 
as he represents the Extraordinary Expence incurred by maintaining French 
Prisoners and other Charges more than usually attending such a Command we 
must acquiesce. 

94. Lieutenant Anthony Castiel who was found Guilty by a Court Mar¬ 
tial of Extorting Money from the Inhabitants ought to have been sent home 
by the first Ship, for the least attempt of this kind deserves the Severest Punish¬ 
ment that the Nature of the Grime will admit of. 

95. The Case of Captain Spelman hais been considered and from the Re¬ 
presentation made of it both from your Presidency and Madras, it appears he 
was entitled to a Captain’s Commission in the year 1757 on your Elstaolish- 
ment, at wljich time you leave him out, tho* in the year 1756 you consider 
him as belonging to the Establishment by appointing him a Lieutenant, As you 
Assign no reasons why he was left out in the Promotions of 1757 we are unable 
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to give you any Oiders about it, but at tfic same tune wc recommend Hiat you 
Endeavour to satisfy him in some other way that may ncrt be so prqudtaal 
to the rest ofthe Officers in the service, as his having Rank now given him in 
the manner he seems to thirds himself Intitled to. 

96. The Captains Commission given to Mr. Araphlett meets with our 
Approval for the reasons you mention in the 86th Paragraph of your Letter 
as it enables him to carry a proper Command over the Military Working par* 
ties, and we are glad to find that Gentleman’s Conduct in his Department is 
so much to your satis&ction. 

97. The Reduction of your Military Expences and particularly of your 
Field Allowances was and is still an object most worthy of your serious atten¬ 
tion. The extraordinary allowance of double Batta is what we caniiot pass 
over without some animadversions thereon. 

98. When this matter was under your consideration we should have 
thought you might have had some view to the Establishment of the British 
Forces while in the Field, where their Allowances bear no proportion to their 
Daily Pay. But as we are sensible that a difference of Country may make some 
additional allowances necessary we shall confine Ourselves to the Circumstan¬ 
ces of the Military in India. 

99. ITie allowance of double Batta is not only entirely new to us but no 
reasons arc given why of late it should be deemed more necessary than it was 
heretofore. We must observe that your compliance therewith is founded on 
an Estimate which appears to us of a very extraordinary nature, with regard 
to the great number of Servants said to be necessary in the Field. To the al- 
ledged dearness of Provisions which we have reason to believe is greater on the 
Coast of Ghoromandel than in Bengal, And also to the unprecedented Article 
for Wearing Apparel. 

too. We must further remark that notwithstanding the Captains Estimate 
their Field Expences at 3x3 Arcot Rupees P. Month yet by your General 
Xist of Batta inserted among your Military Regulations September 1761 it 
appears that you have even exceeded this Estimate by allowing each Captain 
12 Arcot Rupees P Day for his commbn Field Expences and 20 when Com¬ 
manding a Detachment. 

101. There still remain other weighty reasons against this profuse al¬ 
lowance and which we might have hoped would have attracted your atten¬ 
tion. These are the consequences which must inevitably attend such an in¬ 
dulgence as His Majesty’s Troops would necessarily expect the same-And the 
Company’s Troops at our other Settlements would think themselves equally 
entitled thereto-But the most cogent objection is still behind namely the heavy 
Burthen this must lay on us for by the Account on your Consultations 25th 
September 1761 the Batta to Officers only on your Establishment amounts 
to Current Rupees 209134-4- in the year to November 1760 which together 
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with the great additional Sum for the Allowance of one Arcot Rtiper F day 
to three private Men is an expence which ought not without the most absolute 
necessity to have been complied with to such an unreasonable extent, and 
should have influenced you so fer as not to have supported the Rank of the 
ofiicers so much to the prejudice of the Company, more especially at a Time 
when you could not fail of being sensible of Our Losses and Charges incurred, 
by the War. 

102. With respect to what the OfBcers have advanced in their Letter to 
you of the 21st September 1761 in support of their demand we cannot admit 
their Argument to be of sufficient Force-For tho’ we are desirous not only to 
answer the original Engagement with the Military Gentlemen, and to grant 
them encouragement suitable to their merit, yet it cannot be justly expect^ 
they should be enabled by us to raise such Fortunes as might lead them to quit 
the Service in a short space of time—An inconvenience to which we have of 
late been frequently subject. 

103. Upon the whole tho’ you have agreed to this prejudicial Indulgence 
we do most seriously recommend it to you and Trust that you will embrace 
every opportunity to reduce the same and to confine all our Military Expences 
within the most frugal bounds consistent with the general good of the Service. 

104. Before we quit this subject we must inform you of a circumstance 
mentioned to us by Major Carnac in the Letter received from him dated 8th 
February 1762 wherein he observes “That your Establishment is loaded with 
the expence of more Captains than need be, owing to the unnecessarily ma” 
king it a point that they should be Captains who command the Seapoy Batta¬ 
lions, whereas such is the nature of Seapoys that it requires a peculiar Genius 
and Talents to be qualified for that Service, and the Battalions should be given 
only to such who are so without regard to Rank.” 

105. Mzyor Carnac further adds that “notwithstanding the late rcduc 
tion of your Infantry by mortality the best Men have been picked out to form 
an Ideal Troop of Cavalry, which exists no otherwise than in the immense 
expence for they have the Pay and Appointments of Troopers tho not yet 
mounted, nor is there the least probability of their being compleatly provided 
with Horses under a considerable length of time.” 

106. As this last observation is confirmed by a General Return transmitted 
by Colonel Coote where it appears that in November 1761 only 4 Horses 
were procured to mov.nt 66 Men, and as a representation is said to have been 
made to the President on this head, we trust that the same has been duly 
considered and that you have been careful to reduce all unnecessary expences 
thereon. 

107. With respect to the Seapoys if the Extraordinary Elxpence atten¬ 
ding the OfScers has not already been retrenched, we in a particular manner 
*’ecommend it to your immediate attention and that the whole Body of 
those Troops be placed on the most frugal footing. 
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.108. The General Rules and Orders given in your Consultations 23rd 
Septemr. 1761 for the Establishment and Economy in the management 
of our Military merit our Approbation and we have only to hope that you 
will be attentive to the due execution of them. 


109. We also approve of the Steps you have taken for reducing the ex- 
pences of Draught Cattle, Victualling the Troops, and furnishing Boats 
But we are sorry to find by your Letter 21st January 1762 that the whole 
Could not be carried into execution upon Contract, However we entirely 
fely on you to act therein as you shall find most conducive to our Interest. 

no. It is highly necessary and you are accordingly to take care that 
all claims and demands we may have upon the Government for Moneys 
lent, disbursed or otherwise on account of His Majesty’s Land and Sea For¬ 
ces be carefully and clearly stated, and vouched by the proper Officers be¬ 
longing to such Forces in such a manner as may enable us to apply properly 
to the Public Offices for Payment of the same, these accounts will be more 
particularly necessary whenever His Majesty shall signify his pleasure of 
recalling his said Forces as that will be the Period when all such Accounts 
will be at an end, and after which it will be very difficult if not impossible to 
recover the amount. 


111. We observe you applied to Colonel Cooie for the Payment of the 
Bills for the Hospital Charges of His Majesty’s Troops, but he having no 
Contingent Money, was to certify the Bills which you promised to send uS- 
by the Ships that might leave your Place in January, but this has been omit¬ 
ted. We should be oetter pleased if all such Accounts could be settled with 
the proper Officers abroad, but when that cannot be done for want of Money,, 
then the method you have taken upon this occasion must be continued. 

112. Our Servants at Bombay we make no doubt will use their best 
Endeavours to secure to us the Sum they have attached there on account 
of Brohier’s Fraud, and we expect you will continue your Endeavours to re¬ 
cover from the several persons concerned in that shamefull Abuse all you 
possibly can. 

113. Notwithstanding the directions that have been given you for trans¬ 
mitting to us a full and compleat account of the Charges attending the French 
Prisoners of War and continuing the same from time to time, yet we find 
that the account No, 46 received P Warren whicii is said to be Stated 
from the beginning of the present War in Bengal appears very defective and 
is contradictory to the Accounts you have before transmitted. 


114. For the Account you sent by the Calcutta is continued to Decemr. 
1759 and amounts to upwards of 42000 Rups. notwithstanding the four months, 
subsequent to December 1758 are wanting, whereas in the Account receiv’d 
P Warren the Commissary’s Disbursements are carried on no further than 
April 1758 and amounts only to 24184 Rupees. And no other Article in 
this last Account comprises the remainder of the time. 
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115* Vbtt have also omitted the Victttalliiig the Freneb Pristntert, Which 
appeatis by the IBuxey’s Account foi* Febrttaty irtd March 1760 besidW 
lergc Sums for Passage Money mentioned in your Treasury AcSCcratits Subse¬ 
quent to October 1761 which last Charges were as necessary to have .beefl 
brought into your Account as any of the Articles you have specified therein. 

116. The want of a regular Account of the particular Ghargm attert* 
ding the French Prisoners stated from the beginning disables us from iftakiri^ 
*tiy proper demand thereof at present. We therefore trust you Will take care 
to collect the s^nreral Expences incurred thereby & transmit the same to 
us duly Authenticated by the first opportunity And in case this Account 
should not be entirely closed by that time you will be miadfiil to send an 
P<stimate of the future monthly expence for the Prisoners then under you# 
charge. 

117. This impropriety gives us fresh occasion to complain of yOut delay 
in the General Books which at the time of your transmitting the Account 
P Warrai might reasonably have been expected to have been sent home 
to April 1751 whereby the greatest part of that Account would have been 
verified—And we are the more surprized at this material failute as you ap¬ 
pointed an extra Assistant for this particular purpose, Whose business we 
hope has for some time been compleated and his Assistance rendered 
altogether unnecessary. 

Seventhly concerning the Charter 

118. In the case of the two offenders mentioned in your Letter of the 
lath November 1761 there ought to have been no conviction of Felony fot 
unless some value is expressed in the Indictment the Offence is neither Grand 
nor Petit Larceny, and the Court upon reading the indictment should have 
refused to proceed upon it, as nugatory & void, and the Prisoners should 
have been detained till another Bill was preferr’d but being convicted on 
this bad Indictment, as it is stated they were, it was right to discharge them, 
as no Sentence could in Law be given upon it. 

119. We observe the Proposals which have been offered for renting the 
'Corry Jury Lands, and wait to see the Lease itself which you say you are get¬ 
ting drawn out, in the most regular manner, we think you did right at the 
same time to desire the Undertakers to employ some Person on their Part 
in England, to nr^are Authentic Writings for the purpose to be sent 
out to be executed, we shall certainly as you recommend appoint a fit person 
on the part of the Company to settle these Writings which when we see we 
may he able to form a better Judgment of the Affair than we can at present, 
for we are at a loss how to understand many particulars in the Proposal. 

120. ,The Principal Difficulties that occur to us upon them are these : 

First that the Tenants or Lessees shall have an option of detcfrmhi^ 
the Lease at the eud of the first sevas years and that no such option is 
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reserved to theXC 3 ompaoy, from whence it follows, that the Lands may be 
worn out during that Term & left to the Ck>mpany at the end of it in a 
much worse Condition than they are now taken. 

Secondly An annual Rent of 2500 Sicca Rupees is to be paid besides 
the usual Duty collected by the name of Cootechtapoor, here you leave 
in the^Dark to guess how this Duty is to be collected, whether by the Com¬ 
pany, or the Lessees; if by the latter, what check is there upon them, or arc 
the Company to accept what they shall please to give them? 

Thirdly The Lessees oblige themselves to clear a Tract of Land fit for 
Tillage of Twenty thousand Begas, or forfeit for so many Begas as fell short 
of that number One Rupee P Bega. We desire to know who arc to be the 
Judges of the fitness of Tillage, the Lessees themselves or Our President and 
Council, many of whom are the Lessees, 

Fourthly The like option is reserved to the Lessees, but denied to the 
Company of determining the Lease at the end of the Second Term of 
Seven years, or in other words, at the end of the first Fourteen years of the 
Lease, which is to be for Twenty one years, and during this second Term, 
we pearceive Thirty thousand Begas are to be rendered tillageable. But we 
are left to guess, whether in this Second term there are to be Thirty thousand 
Begas besides the Twenty thousand stipulated during the first Term, or otdy 
Thirty thousand in the whole. 'Hie same objections too, occur here as with 
respect to the first Term vizt. as to the fitness of the Tillage and the Power 
given to the Lessees to leave the Lands in what condition they shall think 
fit. 

Fifthly The same Observations and Objections arise with respeict to 
the Third Term mentioned in the Proposals. 

Sixthly At the end of the whole Term of Twenty one years, if the 
Lessees shall chuse so long to continue Tenants, then it is proposed, that 
the Lands shall be valued by four Persons, Two of them to be appointed by 
the Company, and the other Two by the Lessees, and the Lease shall be re» 
newed for Four years for three Fourths of the Neat Produce, and in the like 
manner renewed, upon the like valuation, every fourth year for Ever unless 
the Lessees shall at any time refuse to .accept the Lease which they have a 
Liberty to do, & then the Lands are to revert to the Company. Under this 
Clause the Company are bound for ever and the Lessees not at all, besides 
it cannot be fitting to leave the Valuation to four Persons who may be equally 
divided and consequently can fix no Value. 

Seventhly That the Lessees shall be at Liberty to grant Leases 
of any part of the demised Lands to Under Tenants, which Leases shall be 
ratified under the Company’s Seal & shall continue in force, altho’ the 
Le^scic? shall throw up their own Contract provided the Terms be not less 
beneficial to the Company than, those the Lessees have agreed toi Upon this 
Article we observe that Our- Original Lessees, tho’ they should cease to be 
so, and we have nothing more to do with them, shall have the Power of 
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leaving m ihthrallod with Tenants, whom we may be entire strangers to 
and yet we shall be obliged to acknowledge and conhrm their Rights thus 
derived under others, without our Consent, nay possibly against it, and these 
Tenants perhaps at the same time insolvent as well as unknown and without 

a possibility in the Company to get rid of them,untU their own good pleasure. 

Eighthly Seapoys are to be allowed, whenever required, for the Security 
of the Tenants, their Batta to be paid by the Lessees but all Troops, employed 
in the Defence of the Lands against Public Enemies, to be at the Charges of 
the Company, and if any Losses are occasioned by such Invasions, or other 
unavoidable Causes a deduction shall be allowed from the Rents, proportionable 
to the Damages sustained by the Lessees. This likewise is an Article of great 
Uncertainty. Who is left to judge of the necessity of the demand of Soldiers 
or of the number to be furnished? Again, what shall be called urmoidabU 
Causes! are the Company to insure against Fire, Water, Storms, and Tem¬ 
pests? If any Damages are done, who is to be the Judge of their being un¬ 
avoidable, and if unavoidable, who is to Hx the Proportion of Damages? 
Surely not the Lessees themselves in Justice or Equity. And we observe to^ 
that no provision is made for the determination of the Lease if the Lands 
should be, by Invasion and force, taken from the Company. These & 
many other objections occur to us at present to the Proposals, which makes us 
wish to see them reduced into form in hopes that we may there find them 
better explain'd & digested. 

121. The Acts of Parliament regarding Assessments & Publick Roads 
certainly do not extend to India, but the Justices in Sessions nevertheless must 
regard the Presentments of the Grand Jury, touching all Nusanccs, which 
arc cognizable before the Justices in Sessions at the Common Law, without 
the Aid of Acts of Parliament, but then you will observe, that the Matter* 
thus presented by the Grand Jury must arise within the Limits ^the Juri" 
diction of the Court, & must be the proper Business of Sessions, such as 
keeping Pavements in Repair, Cleansing the Streets, Maintaining die Poor 
& the like. We are very doubtful whether the making of Publick Drains 
throughout a Town, putting up Lamps, or making of New Roads are of this 
nature, so as legally to be inforced by presentment or Orders of Sessions, 

&. we observe that these public works in England have generally been 
directed & regulated by particular Acts of Parliament, for particular Roads 
Cities, or Towns. However this is an affair of very great Consequence, and 
we must consult our Council thereupon; At present we recommend it to 
you to form, and send us over a Sett of By Laws suited to these Ends which 
by virtue of the Charter the President & Council of every Settlement 
are empowered to make, and when approved and confirmed by Us may be 
legally carri^ into execution. When you send Us these By Laws, you must 
at the same tiine transmit to us full and accurate particulars of the intended 
use & appKcation of them, and the nature & extent of the designed Works, 
for all By Laws & the Penalties contained in them must be agreeable to 
reason, and not coi^^ to the Laws of the Realm. 
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132 . We are of Opinion, that the Justices in Sessions cannot make 
:an Order on the Inhabitants to contribute towards the making or maintaining 
Fortifications, or Public Works of that kind, altho* manifestly tending to 
the Protection and Security of the Settlement; nevertheless we have no doubt 
but that Duties may be imposed on Merchandize, or a Tax on Inhabitants, 
to answer purposes so necessary to the preservation of the Public, this 
must be done by an Ordinance of the President & Council, and in strict¬ 
ness ought to be approved . and confirmed by us, before it can legally be 
infbrced. 

123. The Appeal concerning the Ship Restitution was heard before the 
Privy Council on the 15th July last, and the sentence of the President and 
Council reversed, consequently the Decree of the Mayors Court confirmed, 
and thereby the Sum 0151376 Current Rupees and One Annae is to be repaid 
to Durand and the Owners of that Ship. On this Head we can only observe, 
that the Freight paid beforehand was most extravagant, the Value set upon 
the Ship most exorbitant, and great inattention shewn in not excepting 
in the Agreement the Contingency that happened of the Prisoners rising and 
carrying the Ship where they pleased, which it was the Business of the Owners 
to guard and provide against. Upon the whole we are of Opinion, that proper 
care was not taken of the Company’s Interest in this Affair. 

Supplement 

124. It appearing by Mr. Amphlett’s Letter that European Artificers 
are much wanted. We send you three Carpenters who have been well Recom¬ 
mended to us with Mr. Fortnom by the Ship Lord Clive vizt. Abraham 
Hathaway, Thomas Lyon, aud John Faux. We have entertained them to 
serve the Company five Years at the rate of Ninety Pounds a year to commence 
on their arrival which is to be in full for Wages, Diet Money and all other 
allowances whatsoever. 

125. By the same Ship we send Thomas James & William Thomson who 
are upon their arrival to be Serjeants of Artillery and Gilbert Fordham to 
be a Serjeant in Our Infantry, they are to have the usual Pay of those Corps 
respectively. 

126. We have already informed you by our Letters of the 9th and 22nd 
of December last of the intention of the Ministry to recall His Majesty’s 
Land Forces from the East Indies. |When that Event takes place we shall 
depend upon your exerting your best Endeavours for engaging as many 
of the Private Men and Officers mentioned in the said Letters as you can. 
And as it may be a Convenience to the Government and of Utility to the 
Compemy for having their Ordnance, Musquets and other Military Stores 
left the Service ofour own Troops, You are therefore to apply for and receive 
such accordingly, after a very strict Examination of their being perfectly 
serviceable. You are to give the proper Officers Receipts for the same in 
order for our Paying for them to His Majesty’s Board of Ordnance or other 
Office to whom the Cognizance of such Affairs belongs. 
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127. By Our Letter of the 17th Deer. & in the 89th Para, of this you 
were in&naed of our appointing Mesua. Isaac Tullie, Geo. Hadley & Jas. 
Carstaks Ensigns upon the Bengal EstablisluBent. We have since ackled 
Mr. Wm. Fenwicke who is also to be an Ensign upon his Arrival at Fort 
Wiiltam and take Rank next below Mr. James Carstairs. 

128. On the Application of the Father of Thos. Green a Recruit sent you 
by the Delawar 101755 We direct that you grant him his discharge with 
liberty to return hither on one of Our Ships without charge to us, & having 
renewed his Contracted time, inform us what may be due from him on account 
of the unexpired term, that it may according to his Father’s proposal be 
received of him here if it shall not be made good to you. 

We are. 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous/John Dorricn/Jobn Browne/Hen* 
Hadley/G. Steevens / John Mansbip/Geo. 
Dudley/Thos. Waters/Christr. Baron/Richd. 
Warner/Wm. Webber / Rt. Burrow/Heny. 
Savage/W.Thornton/Cha. Gough/F.W.Barring- 
ton / Richd. Seward / Timothy Tullie/Wm* 

Snell. 
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I^ETTER DATED 9 MARCH 1763 

Treaty of Paris signed—instructions regarding restoration of French settlements — 
the French not to heme fortifications tn Bengal—recognition by the French of Muhammad 
Alt as Nawah of Arcot. 

Our President and Coimcil at Fort St. George, Fort William in Bengal, 

Bombay, and Fort Marlborough. 

1. On the loth February the Definitive Treaty was signed at Paris by 
the Ministers of Great Britain, France, Spain & Portugal, and the usual Rati>- 
fications of their seveial sovereigns will he soon Exchanged there. Till that 
is done We suppose the Government will not dispatch to India the necessary 
Orders for the Execution of that part of the Treaty which concerns the 
Company. In the mean time and that you may be better prepar*^d for those 
Ordets when they arrive We have been favoured with a Copy of the iith 
Article of the Treaty and of an Explanatory Declaration sign’d at the same 
time by his Grace the Duke of Bedford, of both whidi we send you copie* 
by this conveyance. 


London, 

gth March 1763. 
[Consn. 7th Sept. 1763] 
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3. We hbj^ and believe the Iwchtion tlux>tigfaottt ia ei^vemMl vdlh rifR - 
dent pers{^icuity to prd^t any conithlerable mistake or dotd>t, yetwejn^^ 
it not improper to convey to you & to our several other Fresidenciea our 
sense of this Treaty & to point out what seems princ 4 }aUy to require your 
& their attention in the execution of it within your several Departments; 
and tho’ every part of what We propose to say docs not immediately & 
equally concern you, We think it best to comprize the whole in one general 
Instruction. What we are now therefore writing to you is exactly what we 
have written or shall write to our several other Settlements. 

3. The first Object of the Treaty is a Restoration on our part of the 
Comptoirs (or Facturies) which the French had on Mallabar, C%oromandel, 
Orixa & Bengal at the commencement of the year 1749 and a Renunciation 
on their part of all subsequent Acquisitions. Your first care therefore must 
be to ascertain what the French had in those Countries on the ist day of 
January 1748/9, and as this must have been notorious We presume you wil] 
have no difficulty in it. Mr. Dupleix in his Mettioir* represents their possessions^ 
to have been as follow. On the Coast of Chbromaiidel Pondicherry, the 
Comptoir of Karical, a Lodge at Mazulipatm k another at Yanam—hi 
Bengal, Chandernagore and five Lodges at l^llasore, Dacca, Gossimbuzar, 
Jugdea and Patna, and on Maftabar, Mahic and twd Lbdges, the one at 
Surat the other at Calliciit. This account we untfdrstaiid to he true, that 
that they had those & that they had no other; but of diis yoU must take oilt 
to be properly informed, and such Comj^toirs as ^ou find thby had on that 
day and no other ate to be restored to thbhi. 

4. Your next care must be to disj^mguish by the j^est information that 
has been or can be procured, the then extent and Boundaries of such of the 
places to be restored as were at any time afterwards enlarged, because all such 
additions as well as other Acquisitions subsequent to that Period are to semain 
with the preseAt Possessors the French having renounced all Pretendons to 
This We understand to be particularly material in the case of PondMherty 
and Karical. The Boundaries of the former We apprehend were enlar^sd 
[n 1749, by the addition of the Lands of Villenour aod Bahour with 80 Akicto 
dependent thcron. Granted to Mr. Dupleix by Chunda Saib. The latter 
we understand to have been (as Mr. Dupleix calbi tc) a mere GCsaptoir, or 
nearly so at the Time in question & all the Lands about it, vdiichthe Fnendi 
have since possessed We apprehend were granted to them after that ti ffur 
Dupleix says “The Lands of Karical and fii Aldees were granted by Muda* 
ferzing^ in 1750”. It is perhaps needless to add diat at Maaifi^iam 
(he French are to be Restored to nothing more than the House they formerly 
had there. The Town itself and whatever Districts we possets in that Country 
(the French tho’ they were once in possession haying now rcnounlced their 
Pretensions) are of course to remain in our possession, in like manner the 
four Provinces Granted them by Salabat Zing* with whatever otHer Terri¬ 
tories or Places they enjoyed by Grant or Conquest from the Princes of the 
Country subsequent to the Period agreed on, arc renounced by the French 
(« 7 ) 
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and of course secured to the present Possessors. You will here observe that 
our Engagement to restore, ss confined to Comptoirs & therefore connot 
perhaps strictly be extended to Territories or Districts of any sort how-long- 
floever they may have been in the Possession of the French. We do no». mean 
however to exclude them from such small Districts as belonged to any of their 
Factories before the period in Question but, this Observation affords another 
Oround to insist that they are not to be restored to any of the additional 
Districts acquired since that time. 

5. In respect of the Extent of the French Renunciation you will observe 
that they renounce in terms all Pretensions to the Acquisitions made since 
the said ist of January 1748/9, and this We understand comprehends every 
Territory, Settlement Lodge or Place they ever had in the Mogul Empire, 
except only those to which they are now to be restored but if on the Coast 
of Ghoromandel they should pretend to have or should really have any Grant 
from Ghunda Saib of a prior date, the place or thing so Granted we under¬ 
stand to be likewise Renounced tho* not in terms yet virtually by their present 
Recognition of Mahomed Ally Khan; whose Title being thus acknowledged 
it follows that Ghunda Saib his Competitor was an Usurper, & as such 
this Grants were invalid. This we say lest the French should hereafter set 
up any Claims under such a Title, but you will observe that whatever the 
extent of their Renunciation (which is only material as it extinguishes 
their Claims & preserves the Peace of the Country) yet in all Events they 
are to be restored to nothing but what they not only had a Right to possess 
but actually possessed on the 1st January 1748/9, so tliat a dormant Grant 
tinder which Hiey had not then taken possession would not avail them in this 
part of the Treaty. 

6. It may not be amiss to apprize vou here that among other Objections 
wluch have been made to the Treaty it has been said that Madras being in 
the hands of the French at the beginning & during great part of the 
year 1749 is advertently ceded to them by this Treaty, llie Answer to this 
is that the Treaty of Aix la Ghapelle having restored to us that Settlement 
in 1748, tho* on account of the distance it could not be known in India till 
1749, yet from the moment that Treaty was sign’d, Our Title to it was reesta- 
bli^ed, it became as it anciently had been, an English Settlement. The time 
therefore when it was actually evacuated is immaterial, it was not a French 
Gomptoir but a place to which his most Christian Majesty had given up all 
pretension on the ist January 1748/g. 

7. We presume you will meet with no difficulties from the Country 
Powers in restoring any of the Places beforemention’d, which the French 
are to have restored to them. All but Karical we understand to be in our 
possessiop or to have been abandon ned & not formally given up to the Prin¬ 
ces in whose Dominions they lie, & therefore still in our power; And tho’ 
Some of those Princes particularly Salabat Zing and the Nabob of Bengal 
have engagfdtp us not to suffer the French to return into their Dominions, 
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'We suppose they will have no objection since we consent. As to Karical we 
obseive by the Fort St. George Consultations of the 9th June 1760, 
that the Fortress was order’d to be demolished (which we hope wag 
accordingly done) & the Districts sold to the King of Tanjore at the Price 
of a Lack and Half of Rupees. We understand (as We have before observed) 
these Districts or the greater part of them not to have belonged to the French 
till the year 1750. Those therefore will still remain with the present Possessor; 
but if the purchase made of us by this Prince should be found to comprehend 
any thing which We are now to restore to the French & he should have 
actxially paid his purchase Money, his Consent must be obtained by the 
repayment of a suitable proportion of the Price or by any other just means 
that shall be found more expedient. 

8. We have nothing more to add concerning the Restitutions to be made 
by us to the French, except that we understand their Fortresses & Buildings 
to be all destroyed, & We hope this necessary Work was compleated before 
the day of signing the Treaty, Since we are to restore them in the Condition 
they were in on that day. 

9. You will observe his most Christian Majesty engages to restore to us 
whatever he may have conquered, We know of nothing and hope there is 
nothing to claim under this Stipulation but the two Places particularly named 
Nattal and Tappanouly on the Isle of Sumatra, which his most Christian 
Majesty undertakes to restore & must therefore cause the Dutch to give 
them up to Us, if they should be, as We suppose them to be, still in their 
possession. We apprehend we shall soon be call’d on by the Government to 
name a proper Person to receive those places. 

10. The next & a very important Object of the Treaty is the preserva* 
tion of a permanent Superiority in Bengal by the provision restraining the 
French from Fortifying or having Troops in any part of that Subaship. This 
restriction was not submitted to without great reluctance and the change of the 
Terms from Bengal as it stood in the Preliminary Article into “The Dominions 
of the Subah of Bengal” (which We desired to obviate a pretence that their 
Engagement not to Fortify &ca. was confined to the Province so called) was 
not obtained without great diBiculty. As it is not certainly known, in Europe at 
least, how far Southward the Dominions of the Subah of Bengal extend, the 
French objected to the phrase as too loose and indeterminate, were, or ap. 
peared to be sqiprehensive, that We should extend it to their prejudice to com¬ 
prehend their Northern Settlements on the Coast of Choromandel, and desired 
to have the Line drawn with more precision. At their Request the Duke of 
Bedford was authorized to subscribe the accompanying Declaration for that 
purpose. This Declaration tho’ desired by the French we understand to be ra¬ 
ther Advantageous to us, doubting whether the Subahship of Bengal does in fact 
extend so far Southward as it is here explain’d and declared to do. ^e the fact 
as it may however We apprehend that as to all the purposes of this Treaty every 
thing North of Yanam is henceforward to be considered as in the Dominion 
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ofrtwSoiibllh Yaww co?[^qift^tly is the Northpjrnmost pcjj|jit 

where Fnmch arc at Uberty tP Fo;rtify or have Troops, mA all beypij^ iVs» 
within the I^trictton as to, Troops and Fortifications. Conastently with tl 4 » 
Stipulation thus explained the French can never have a place of strength on this 
side the Gulph of Bengal nearer to Calcutta than Yanam, which we con¬ 
sider as a most important point, believing that whilst this Engagement is adher¬ 
ed to, it will not be in their power to create any new Disturbances or to raise 
themselves into any sort of Competition with us in Bengal. It is our most earnest 
desire & direction therefore that our Governor & Council of that Presi¬ 
dency will be constantly attentive to this great Object and careful to observe 
to remonstrate & by all lawful means in their power to prevent the slightest 
violation of his most Christian Majesty’s Engagement on this head. 

II. You will observe that this Treaty contains an acknowledtjment on the 
part of the French of the Title of Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn, which we ob¬ 
serve has been always considered in India as a very desireable object & ap¬ 
pears to us to be so, not only in that it extinguishes (as We have before observed) 
all Claims under Chanda Saib, but as the procuring it will, as we hope, be 
consider’d by the Nabob himself and the other Indian Princes as a further proof 
of our regard to oa.' Engagements and of the value of our Alliance. In this light 
it should be represented to the Nabob, and indeed We ought not to low the 
merit of it with him, being well assured the Government found real difiiculty in 
obtaining it. A further advantage we hope to derive from the Recognition of 
this Prince and of Salabat Zing, whose Title you will see is likewise acl^w- 
ledged, that is a Confirmation of odr Title to yr. Territories w:e hold under 
Grants from those Princes, & a further security to the Peace of the Country 
having the French no colour to interpose hereafter in favour of any othcj. 
Pretcnd<irs to the Sovereignty of the Decan or the Carnatiok. 

la. With the same vkw of prcservii^ the future Peace of the Country, 
the Conclusion of the Article is a Renunciation of all Demands the Frendi 
might otherwise have made on the Country Powers for depredations or iiyurics, 
committed or pretended to be conunitttd, during the l^fte War. 

13. Uponthe whole We hope this Treaty hks extinguished all Glatimsdr 
Pretensions which might have occasion’d or afforded a prctfence for a tfeiv 
War on the Part of the French either against us or any of the Princes of tbfc 
Goimtry, And it must be your care to prevent as far as is in your power Aeir 
acquiring any new Claims or Pretensions which may lead to so great an Evib 
This we expect from you, and hope that as they are to resettle in a state ao 
greatly inferior and must have many difficulties to struggle with before [they] 
Gtm be sufficiently at ease to form new Projects, you will [not] fail to m^ove 
tids advantage to preserve and strengthen your influence with the Qountry 
Powers & prevent ffieir making any fixture Giants to our prgwfice. By these 
We trust that those restless Neighbours who have heretofore given us so 
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formidable to us in any part of India. 

We arc, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rouf^Jphn Dorrien/J. Browne/Bour- 
duer Walton/Geo. Dudley/W. Thornton/ 
Richd. Seward/Thos. Waters/G. Steevens/ 
Bdchd* Smith/Rt. Burrow/Wm. Snell/Richd. 
Wajm^/Timpthy Ttillie/Christr. Baron/F. 
W. Bapington/S. Harrison/Wm, Webber/ 
J, Maiu^p/Hen. Hadlfsy/Gha. Gough* 
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LETTER DATED 31 h^RCH 1763 

Fort William Board empowered to appoint courtsmartial 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. In our General Letter of the 9th of March you were informed We had 
purchased a sailing Vessel called the Lapwing to proceed Express to India upon 
the conclusion of the Negociation for Peace, the Definitive Treaty having now 
gone through all the regular Forms and Peace having been proclaim’d in con¬ 
sequence thereof on the sand March We now dispatch her to Fort St. George 
with several Letters, and by her likewise there is a Packet for you, containing 
the Advices mention’d in the List enclos’d therein. 

2. Should the President and Coimcil at Fort St. George deem it advan¬ 
tageous to us to send the Lapwing to Bengal, they are directed to transmit the 
several Orders and proper Papers relating to that Vessel for your observanpe & 
^pmpliance with the directions given on'the subject. 

3. The Commander of the ship Pigot is likewise entrusted with the 
like packets and Letters as Capt. Griffin, which Ship is how sdso under 
dlqiatch. 

4. The Demise of his late Majesty having render’d it necessary for us to 
obta^in his present. Majesty’s Warrant, empdwering us to issue the proper Com- 
naissions under our Seal, relative to th.e holding of Courts Martial; In pursuance 
of such Warrant we. now transmit to you by the ships Lapwing fik^Kgotj our 
Ojspmiasions authorising ypn, to appoint Coiuts Martial & to empower the 
Commander in Chief oif detached Parties to hold such Courts. The advices we 
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gave under the 15th March 1754, on the subject of the Mutiny Act' nuUces any 
fresh Instructions at present needless. 

We are. 

Your Lovii^ Friends, 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/J. Browne/ Bour- 
chier Walton/Geo. Dudley/W. Thornton/ 
Richd. Seward/Thos. Waters/G. Steevens/ 
Richd. Smith/Rt. Burrow/Wm. Snell/Richd,- 
Wamer/Timothy Tullie/Ghristr. Baron/F. 
W. Barrington/S. Harrison/Wm. Webber/ 
London 31st March 1763. J. Manship/Hen. Hadley/Cha. Gough. 
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LETTER DATED 31 MARCH 1763 

Transmission of copies of Treaty of Paris—directions for executing articles 
relating to East Indies—instructions regarding return of His Majesty's forces and 
military stores. 

Our Presidents and Councils, at Fort. St. George, Fort William in Bengal 

Bombay, and Fort Marlborough 

I. In our separate Letter of the gth Instant, you were informed that the 
Definitive Treaty of Peace sign’d at Paris by the Ministers of Great Britain, 
France, Spain and Portugal had gone thro’ all the proper forms, except of ex¬ 
changing the Ratifications, that we supposed till that was done the Government 
would not dispatch the necessary Orders for the Execution of that part which 
concerns the Company; We therewith sent a copy of the i ith Article, and of an 
Explanatory Declaration sign’d by his Grace the Duke of Bedford; We con¬ 
veyed likewise in that Letter our sense of this Treaty and pointed out to our 
several Presidencies what principally required their attention in the execution 
of it within their several Departments; We have now the pleMure of informing 
you that the said Treaty has been Exchanged as you will see more particularly 
by the enclosed Printed Copies published by authority and his Majesty’s 
IVoclamation dated the 2ist Instant. 

3. You will observe that the Copies of the Articles transmitted with our 
beforemention’d Letter differ a little in the English Translation which is lite- 
ralcmly & notmaterial, they were handed to us in the French Lai^uage, and 
the Translation ntade by our direction, but as you have now the opportunity 
of seeing the Treaty itsdf, that is to be your guide, having a due re^rd to the 
sense of both Ltmguages. 
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3. With regard to the Governments Orders on this occasion We proceed 
to inform you, the Earl of Egrcmont one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
of State transmitted to lis on the 21st Instant “by His Majesty’s Command Co¬ 
pies of the nth Article of the said Treaty relating to the East Indies, with 
an Extract of the 24th Article fixing the time for the Restitutions in those 
Countries, & also a Copy of the 23rd Article, stipulating the Restitution of all 
Countries and Territories which may have been conquered and which are not 
included in the present Treaty either of Cessions or of Restitutions, in order that 
We might dispatch the rucessary Orders to our Officers in the East Indies in conformity ta 
the Stipulations abovemention'd of the Definitive Treaty". His Lordship at the same 
time transmitted to Us “His Majesty’s Orders to the Commanders of 
his Forces by Sea and Land in the East Indies, directing them to restore any Places 
which may be in their possession, agreably to the Terms of the Definitive Treaty" 
which Orders his Lordship desired us to forward by the first Ship. 

4. The beforemention’d Orders under his Majesty’s sign manual, and; 
countersign’d by the Earl of Egremont being communicated to us, We have 
the opportunity of informing you that they are separately addressed in the 
manner vizt. “To our Trusty & Welbeloved Major General Stringer Law¬ 
rence, Brigadier General William Draper, Colonel Eyre Coote, or to the Offi¬ 
cer Commanding any part of our Land Forces in the East Indies, Or to the, 
Commanding Officer in any Islands or Places which shall have been taken 
possession of by our Arms. 

“To our Trusty and Welbeloved Samuel Cornish Esqr. Vice Admira^ 
of the Blue and Commander in Chief of our Fleet in the East Indies, or 
in his absence to the Officer Commanding in Chief any part of our said 
Fleet Or to the Commanding Officer in any Islands or Places which shall 
have been taken possession of by our Arms.’* 

5. Each of the said Orders run exactly in the same Words, wherein after 
reciting the Articles of the Treaty it is added “Our Will and Pleasure 
That you do pursuant to the stipulations above recited, deliver or cause to be 
deliver’d to such Commissary or Commissaries, as shall be named and autho¬ 
rized, on the part of Our said Good Brother the most Christian King to receive 
the same any of the Factories under your Command which are to be restored to Fran¬ 
ce in the Condition they now are in, agreeably to the Stipulations of the 1 ith 
& 24th Articles of the Definitive Treaty abovemention’d, and also that you 
do deliver or cause to be deliver’d to the Commissary or Commissaries duly 
authorized to receive the same any Countries or Territories which may be to 
be restored to France or Spain, in consequence of the Twenty third Article of 
the s.aid Treaty; And it is our further Will and Pleasure, That, you should take 
the necesssary measures, with the French Conunissaries, that Nattal and Tap- 
panouly in the Island of Sumatra, and all that France may have conquered 
from Great Britain in the East Indies during the present War be restored 
agreeably to the Stipulations of the said nth Article of the Definitive Treaty; 
as well as with the French & Spanish Commissaries for the restitution of any 
other Conquests, which may have been made upon Our Establishments in the 
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A?^ of the npio^ C^istiim & Catholick and which 

^ tq ^retlg^ in co|^^V^ce of the asrd Aitfdfe of this ll)efmitive 
Treaty; Andi i^at the s^me lie restored at the same time that Restitution is 
l^ade of any Conquesp which have been made by any of our Forces under your Command^ 
i^n the French or Spanish Establishments. And for so doing this shall be 
your Warrant, Given at our Court at St. James’s the sixteenth day of hiarch 
1763, in the TTiird year of our Reign.” 


6. Having been favoured with Copies of the Earl of Egremonts Letters 
to Major General Lawrence & Vice Admiral Cornish under date of the 2 rs| 
of March, which accompany his Majesty’s beforemention’d Orders, in them 
are the following Paragraphs, vizt. 


7. In that to General Lawrence are these Words **With regard to the Res- 
Htutions, and other Arrangements in the East Indies^ the Company will send the necessary 
Orders to their Servants, & the enclosed Sign manual will fully authorize you 
and all other his Majesty’s Officers to deliver up any places, to be restored 
oither to France or Spain, which may remain un(kr your Command.** 


8. To Vice Admiral Cornish “I send you the enclosed Sign Manual, which 
will fully Authorize you & all other His Majesty’s Officers to deliver up any 
Places to be restored either to France or Spain, which may remain under your 
Command** 

9. We have thought it necessary to lay the before going Extracts together 
that you may at one view form a true Idea of his Majesty’s & the Govern- 
inents Orders with respect to the carrying into Execution the Treaty so far 
as regards the Company, but for greater certainty We send and refer you to 
Copies of all the Letters and Papers relative thereto, as also of others 
concerning the subsequent parts of this Letter. 

10. As our beforemention’d Separate Letter of the gth Instant, which 
contains our Sentiments upon and directions for carrying into Execution the 
Treaty on the part of the Company was laid before His Majesty’s Ministers 
in form, and as no Objection was made thereto. We may well conclude they 
were approved of, especially as from the before recited Letters it appears 
We were admitted to send the necessary Orders with regard to the Restitutions 
& other Arrangements. From the said Letters it seems also That the Kings 
Land and Sea Officers ar^e to be concern*d for restoring such Places only as may be in their 
Possession. ■ Be that as it may, it is earnestly recommended to Our respective 
Presidents & Councils to take the most prudent measures in concert with his 
Majesty’s Officers to carry into Execution in the most effectual manner the 
Treaty of Peace agreeaole to the several Articles relative to the Company & 
to the Governments and our beforemention’d Instructions; And as we ap-- 
prehend His Majesty’s & the Governments Orders go only in Duplicate to 
Fort St. George, proper care must be taken that they arc forwarded to what¬ 
ever other place where they may be wanted, or at least Transcripts thereof 
authendcated^in such a manner by His Majesty’s Officers to whom they are 
directed, as may prevent any the least disappointment. The like, care m^t b.. 
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tttfhfe to them; 


1 1 , We shall depend prindpally upon Oiir presidency oCFort St. George^ 
for having Nattal and Tappanoully restored & they are to take the neces¬ 
sary measures accordingly; however Our other Presidencies are to have this 
O^ect equally ih view & particularly that at Fort Marlhoro*. 

la. We recommend it to, ^ our Presidencies to concert the necess^ 
measures for bringing from the French Island^ the Prison^ and dl the Cfai- 
neiese which we^c t^en by Goimt d* l^taing in the late War upon the West 
Coast of Sumatra, and for Settling them against upon the said West Coast. 

13. And We most earnestly reconunend a most punctual Compliance 
wjth all our Orders for Stating and transmitting, to us exact Accounts properly 
authenticated of all Advances which have been made to or Expences on ac¬ 
count of French Prisonen, that. We may recover who shall appear due on 
those Account;; agreeable to the Third Article of the Definitive Treaty. 

14. His Majesty has been most graciously pleased on our Request to 
signify his pleasure to the Right Honble. the Lords Commissioners of the Ad¬ 
miralty that out of the Squadron now in India, they do order two Ships of 
the Line & one Frigate, such as their lordships shall judge the properest, 
a,nd in the best condition for that Service to remain in India for such time as 
their Lordships shall think sufficient in order to give any proper Assistance 
in the Arrangements to be taken in consequence of the Definitive Treaty, 
as well as to protect the Trade from Pirates, which it is apprehended may in- 
f«»t the Indian Seas after the War; And it is the Kings fivther pleasure, that 
their Lordships do order all the rest of the Squadron to return forthwith to 
Europe, t£tking on board as many of the Officers and Soldiers who shall be to 
be brought back, as the raid Ships can accommodate with any Convenience 
on the proper Ofiicers concerting with the Commanders of the Land Forces, 
the proper times & places for Embarking the said Officers & Soldiers. 

15. In consequence of our application to the King his Majesty is graciously 
pleased to permit & the necessary Orders are to be given accordingly, such 
of the Ensigns of His Regiments of Foot, of the Lieutenants of the Artillery, 
and of the Non-Commission Officers and Private Men in both Corps, as shall 
chuse it, and as shall engage with the Company to remain in India, which 
permission General Lawrence is directed not only to make known in a proper 
manner to the said Officers & Men, but also to encourage them to enter into 
our Service, and he is particularly to acquaint the Officers by so doing they 
will not lose their Rank in his Majesty’s Army. He is also directed that with 
regard to such Officers & Men as shall not think proper to remain with the 
Company it is the Kings plOasuir that they do immediately return to Europe, 
for whieh purpose the Cohunander iif Chief of the Squadron in Vrdht will 
have orders to receive on Board the Kihgs as many of the Officers ft 
Men as they cart aeooniiuodbtte, andsuch df them as shall not be so dl^sed 
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arc to be brought to Europe on board the Company’s Ships mtd at the Gomi^ 
pany’s Expence. He is further directed immediately to concert, as well with 
the Commander of the Kings Ships as with our Servants the proper times & 
places for Embarking the Men, with as much expedition as shall be practicable*^ 

16. His Majesty has been also pleased to comply with our Request for the. 
Proper Officers of His Majesty’s Troops, delivering the Ordnance, Muskets 
& all other Warlike Articles to the Company’s Servants, on their taking es¬ 
pecial care that the proper Lists and Receipts are taken for them by the Offi' 
cers of the Ordnance, who will receive from the Master General any directions 
that may be requisite to be dispatch’d by the Board of Ordnance for this 
purpose. 

17. Having given you the beforegoing information with respect to His 
Majesty’s Ships, His Troops and the Warlike Stores to be deliver’d to our use 
We recommend it to our several Presidencies to concert and settle with His- 
Majesty’s Officers the necessary measures for effectually carrying every part into 
Execution, and Fort St. George Presidency in particular is to take care that 
proper notices & directions are given to the other Presidencies, lest his 
Majesty’s Orders should be forwarded only to Fort St. George. 

18. As to the Ordnance and Military Stores such only are to be received 
as shall upon a strict Examination appear to be perfectly serviceable, for whiclr 
Receipts are to be given in order for our accounting for the same with the Board 
of Ordnance. 

19. Altho’ we flatter ourselves by far the greatest number of the Subaltern 
Officers & Private Men of the several Corps will by your endeavours & the 
encouragement you are empower’d by our former Letters to make use of be 
induced to engage in the Company’s Service, yet as some of them may not bc- 
prcvailed upon, and it will be proper to have all the Invalids brought home. 
You are to apply to the Captains of his Majesty’s returning Ships to bring aa 
many of them as they can accommodate, agreeable to his Majestys Orders. 
As to the rest you are to give the Commanders of our own Ships Orders to re¬ 
ceive as many on board as will compleat their Ships Complement if they happen 
to be defleient therein & as many more as they can conveniently take in upon, 
the Charterparty Terms, which you will observe are Ten Pounds a Head. 

30 . With respect to Officers, we recommend it to you to use your best 
endeavours that the Captains of the King’s Ship[s] do agreeable to His- 
Majestys Orders bring as many home as they can, but such as cannot have a 
Passage in that manner are co be accommodated in Our returning Shipping;. 
You are therefore to give the Commanders Orders to receive them accordingly^ 
for whom an Allowance will be made similar to what was done when they 
went from England vizt. to the Owners of the respective Ships Ten pounds for 
each Officq^ & to the Commanders of the Ships for Dieting them in a hand* 
Knne manner at their own Tables, Fifty pounds for each Colonel, lieutenant 
Colonel and IVfryor, & for all other Commission Officers ^30 each. 
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51. All the said several Sums as well for the Officers as private Men will 
be paid by Us & not in India of which you arc to inform the Commanders of 
the several Ships on which they take passage. 

52. You will observe that this will be a heavy Expence and therefore 
you must not give the least encouragement to any Gentleman to expect a lar¬ 
ger Allowance to be made for his passage. If they want any further Accommo¬ 
dations it must (as in reason it ought) be at their own Charge. 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos. Rous/John Dorricn/J. Browne/ Bou- 
chicr Walton/Geo. Dudlcy/W. Thornton/ 
Richd. Seward/Tho. Waters/G. Steevens/ 
Richd. Smith/Rt. Burrow/Wm. Snell/Richd. 
Warner/Timothy Tullie/Christr. Baron/ 
F. W. Barrington/S. Harrison/Wm. Webber^ 
J. Manship/ Hen. Hadley/ Cha. Gough. 

27 

LETTER DATED 6 APRIL 1763 

k p R^sian officers receiving training in navigation to be accommodated on Companys 

^)uR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. By this Ship the British King Captain Peter Pigou Commander (which 
from various Causes We have not been able to dispatch till now) Wc send you 
Transcripts of Our General and S^arate Letter under dates of the gth & 
31st of last Month together with all other necessary Letters and Papers for the 
particulars of which you are referr’d to the List of the Packet. 

2. As you are likewise for the Invoices and Bills of Lading of the Several 
Goods consigned to you by the said Ship. 

3. The Right Hon’blc the Earl of Halifax one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State having upon an Application made to His Majesty on the 
part of the Empress of Russia signified some Months since His Majesty’s Plea¬ 
sure to the Lords of the Admiralty, that a certain Number of Sea Officers 
AouW be received on board some of His Majesty’s Ships of War in different 
Stations in order to their perfecting themselves in the Science and Business of 
Navigation, and that the Intention was that six of those Officers^ sho’d have 
mWked on board any Men of War that might have ssdled to the East 

if the War had continued, but as the Peace is since happily concluded, and those 


London 

the 31st March'1763. 
[Cons, the 7 th Septr.] 
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-of by 4 n Roy^ Command* hias.i^;nifiQd.to.i4, 

■agreeable to His Majesty to permit tbe said-Six- 

Voyage tp India andbadt on board the,Company’s Ships. We have accordingly 
^given Order to the Commanders of Shipi British B^g bound to the Coast and 
3 ay, & the Talbot and Speaker for Bombay , eiach of them to receive tWo ^ the 
•said Officers on board, to afford them ati proper Accommodations and use 
them Civilly, they having satisfied the said Commanders for the same. 

4. Upon the Arrival of the said Ships We would have you enquire whether 
the said Russian Officers have met with proper Usage, and if they have any 
Complaints to make, see that they are redressed and you are further to shew 
them all {tfoper Civilities when they have occasion at any time to be on shore. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

Thos. Rous/John Dorrien/Cha< Gpugh/tiep,. 
Hadlcy/W. Thomton/Wm. Snelf/Bourcl^iei:: 
Walton/Richd. Seward/J. Manship/Tho. 
London Waters/F. W. Barrington/Richd. Smitb/G, 

4 he 6th April 1763. Steevcns/Wm. Webbcr/John Browne/Richd. 

[Reed. \,„*v T 1 Warner/Timothy TuUie/Ghristr.Baron/Rt. 

bons. /'g'h Jany- '764] ' Burr<!W/G«>. Dudley. 
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LETTER DATED 27 APRIL 1763 

Conquest of Manila—the British suspfcted by, the Dutch of inciting natives in 
'Ceylon—discontinuance of payments on account of Clive's jagir. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. On the 15th Instant late at night Captain Robert Fletcher who 
arrived in His Majesty’s Ship the Sea Horse brought Us the agreeable News 
of the taking of Manilha and the Conditions upon which that Place and the, 
whole Island of Luconia in which it is situated, with all the rest of the Philip¬ 
pine Islands dependant thereon {Surrendered as advised by Mr. DawsOnne 
Drake and Council in their Letter under date of the loth of November last, 
by which Letter We have likewise the further pleasing Information, that 
Gleneral Draper delivered over to them to be held for the Company the 
City of Manilha with it’s beforementioned dependencies in the moait satis- 
fhetory manner. About die same time Generid Draper and CapL Kempenfelt 
XHdved with the like News for the Government, whic^ they imrahdaaitfily. 
communicated the first to the EaH of Egremtmt one of Hit Mf^e^’s 
Secretaries of Sta^, .and CapL Kemp^elt to the Lordf of the AcUxHra||Y» 
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the Particulars of what those Guitlemea brought have been Published by 
Authority in the Gazettes of the i6th and 19th Instant which are indosed. 

2. Since the late Election of Directors for the ensuing Year, We have 
appointed ^ohn Dorrien Esqr. Our Chairman, Laurence Sulivan Esqr. Deputy 
Chairman with George Amyand, John Boyd and Henry Crabb Boulton 
Esquires Our Committee of Secrecy to whose Orders or of any Three of those 
Gentlemen all due Obedience is to be paid. 

3. We have been acquainted by The Right Hon’ble the Earl of Halifax 

one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretarys of State That the Dutch East India 
Company are preparing to send Reinforcements to Batavia consisting of Five 
Ships extraordinary upon suspicion of some designs being formed against 
them by the Natives of Ceylon and fomented as they pretend by the English, 
a Copy of His Lordships Letter to Us, together with the Extracts from Sir 
Joseph Yorke’s Letters therein referred to We now transmit to You for your 
better information; We shall take all proper measures with His Majesty’s 
‘Ministers to prevent as far as We are able the Dutch Company making 
use of this Extraordinary Reinforcement against the Company, however it 
,wUl be incumbent on you to have a careful Eye upon the Proceedings of the 
Dutch & to be constantly on your Guard against any attempts may 

make to Our prejudice. 

4. This Morning the Earl of Elgin’s Purser brought the a^edble News 
of that Ship’s safe Arrival off Beachy Head, she Sailed from St. Helena 
the 17th of February and left thpre the Godolpjiin aqd Admiral Watson, 
the first of these Ships having lost 40 Men on the'Passage, and many of these 
who rentain’d alive, were very bad with the Scurvy. 

5. Withrespeettothejagueergivenby the late Nabob Jaffeir Ally Khan 
to Lord Clive arising out qf the Lands granted by the said Nabob to the Coin, 
pany. We direct that you do npt pay any further Sums to the Attorney of 
Lord CUve on that Account, and We further direct that whatever sh all arise 
in fitture from the said Jagueer be carried to CXir Credit, You are to cause 
exact Acconn^ to be made out & transmitted to Us not only of what shall 
so come into Our Cash, but also of all the Sums Lord Clive’s Attorneys 
have already received on the said Account together with the Dates of the 
several Payments. His Lordship’s Prdtensions to the said Jagueer will be 
settled here. 


London 

the 27th April 1763 


Snsf' }*9thjany.i764 


We aie 

Your Loving Friends 

John Dorrien/Lau. Sulivan/Gedrge Amyand/ 
Chas. Cutts/Richd. Wamer/Wm. Snell/G. 
Rooke/J. Purling/Ridhd.Sewar^Hen. Hadley^ 
G. Stcevens/Fredk. Pigou/John Harrison/ 
JohnjBrowne/Gharles Ghambers/Titnothy 
Tullie/Robt. Buirow/Christr. Baron/Wm* 
Webber/W. Thornton. 



290 


LBITBR FROM GOORT 


[Ekolosure] 

[Vide para. 3] 

St. James’s asth April 1763. 

•Gentlemen, 

Having received, by the last Mail from Holland, an Information from 
the King’s Ambassador there, in relation to some Reinforcements, which 
the Dutdi East India Company are preparing to send to their Settlements 
in the Island of Ceylon, upon suspicion of some Designs being formed against 
them by the Natives, and fomented, as they pretend, by the English; His 
Majesty has thought it of consequence, that you should be acquainted with 
every Intelligence of that kind, and I therefore send you a Copy of what I 
have received from Sir Joseph Yorke upon the subject abovementioned. 

I am & ca. 

(Sign’d) Dunk Halifax 

Having received since writing the above, some further Intelligence from 
Sir Joseph Yorke, relative to the proceedings of the Dutch East India 
Company, I add a Copy of the same likewise for your Information. 

Directors of the East India Company. 


Extract of Sir Joseph Yorke’s Letter to the Earl of Halifax, 

Hague 19th April 1763 

The Dutch East India Company I find have some suspicion of Designs 
being formed by the Natives of the Country against their Settlements in Ceylon, 
which they are too ready to suppose are fomented by the English; As neither 
Complaints are made, nor Questions asked of me, it is not easy to proceed 
regularly to get at the bottom of the Affair; or to undeceive them; they intend 
however to send out some Reinforcements to those parts, which makes it 
necessary for me to give Your Lordship Information of what I learn. 


Extract of Sir Joseph Yorke’s Letter to the Earl of Halifax, 

Hague 22nd April 1763 

The Dutch East India Company has just made its annual verbal Re¬ 
port to the States General of the Situation of their Affairs in India; The 
two principal points, which have been dwelt upon the most, are what relates 
to Bengal and to Ceylon. 

I find that they renewed their SoUicitations to their High Mightinesses, 
to press the Conclusion of their Negotiation with the English Company in 
relation to'Bengal, where they say, their Establishment at present cost 
them more than it is worth, and that two ships only are returned from thence, 
instead of four, and five which they received formerly. 
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With regard to Ceylon, the Returns from thence have been pretty 
favorable, considering the War the Company has upon it’s hands with the 
King of Candi, and the Insurgents in Ceylon^, who had once got possession 
of their Fort of Madre, but it has been retaken from them by the Company, 
and it was upon this occasion that the Suspicions arose against the English, 
as encouraging theii Enemies, because among the Artillery taken from the 
latter was found an English Gannon a Twelve Pounder. I could not discover, 
that any other Proof had been produced to corroborate this Suspicion, nor 
do I believe there was. In this situation it is confirmed to me, that the Dutch 
Company has resolved to send a considerable Reinforcement to Batavia, 
and that five Ships Extraordinary will be fitted out this year for that purpose. 


29 

LETTER DATED 13 MAY 1763 

Directions regarding drafts on Court of Directors—commission on Bengal revenues 
io President Vansittart—Mir Q^m's refusal to pay 20 Itdihs e^preeiated-—Williem 
Ellis to be transferred from Patna to Bombay owing to impolitic behaviour. 


Our 


President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. We have now the satisfaction of informing you of the safe Arrival of 
the Admiral Watson at St. Hellens on the 9nd Instant. That Ship Left St* 
Helena the 8th of March, the Godolphin and Fox only remaining there and 
were to leave the Island in about Ten Days after. 

2. By the Admiral Watson We have received your General Advices 
of the 8th and 26th of Ai^ril and 30th October 1762. One Letter dated 1762 
the month and day in Blank and one other of the said 30th of October both 
from the Select Committee, also the Presidents Letters under the 8th of April 
and a6th of October 1762. 

3. In our Letters of last Season to Our several Presidencys We parti* 
cularly and strongly recommended ftie employing the Winchelsea in the 
most advantageous manner for the Benefit of Captain Howe as fisr as could 
be done consistently with the Interest of the Company, We now remind you 
of and renew our said Recommendations as We do also to Our other Presi¬ 
dencys and direct that after the Receipt of this the Said Ship have the Pre¬ 
ference of being employed another Season according to Our said Recommen¬ 
dations and in such manner as will fully answer Our Intentions, Provided 
as before observed it will coincide with the Companys Interest. 

4. With respect to the Ships of this Season You will observe to employ 
the Loid Clive Capt. Webber agreeable to the Rccommendaiion in Our 
Letter of the 9th March if it shall be necessary to detain any of them a Season 
extraordinary. 
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5. In Amwer 0 the. 41st Parafaraphof your Qei\«!nil jitter of ^e 8th 
of ApHl ;i 768 wherem You take notice o£ the Great Draughts You made 
upon Us by Bill of Exchange that Season and say That as We had not li» 
inited You to any particular Sum You thought it improper to refuse any 
Money that was tendered You for Bills, especially as it enabled You to 
send home five Ships with full Cargoes also a Supply of Treasure to Canton 
and desiring Us to signify Om Directions whether We would have you go 
beyond a certain Yearly Sum, We have already in Our Letter of the 9th 
of Maich 1763 given you Our Sentiments upon your said Extraordinary 
Draughts & the inconvenience they laid us under, Altho’ your Finances at 
that time might then render such a Measure necessary We flatter ourselves i^ 
will not again be the case, with respect to limiting You to a particular 
Annual Sum We think it cannot be done with any degree of certainty, 
You must therefore cause a Calculate to be drawn out in the most correct 
& careful manner of such moneys you shall really stand in need of Annually 
for the various uses, demands and Expectations of your own Presidency, 
Our others, & the China Trade and draw upon Us to such an Amount 
and no more on any pretence whatsoever as You shall so really stand in 
need of agmeable to the Rules laid down in Otfr General Letter of the 1st 
April 1760 until you receive Oiu- furdusr Oders. 

6. In our Letter of the 13 th March 1761 We allowed President Vansittart 
Two and a half P Ccut on our Nett JR.evenues including all d^^e Grd^i^ 
from Jaflier Ally Cawn & this We confirm as a settled & invariable Emo¬ 
lument to a/cry Govemour. 

7. But as the great Encrease of Our Revmnies arising out of the Prbs^nces 
granted Us by Cossiro Ally Gawn‘ and the vast improvement of those 
venues are principally owing to the wise, prudent arid disinterested Goriduct 
of ^mident Vansittart We think i,t bu^t reasonable that he, who prefisrring 
Our Interests to all other Considerations, shopld; participate in those bene¬ 
fits he has been so instrumental in acquiring fi}r Us. 

8. We therefore direct that so long as Mr. Vansittart siiall contiriue M 
the Government of Bengal he be allowed a Commission of Two and a half 
P Cent on all such nett Revenues, h^ve or may arise out of the abovemen- 
tioned Gjranlx fiom Cossim Ally Cawn, aitd that the Payment Commences 
with the Cession of those Countries, and We hereby supersede the Order in 
the 79th Paragraph of Our Letter of the 9th March 1763 P Lap^ring &ca 
refenring this matter to 0 ^ future Consideration. 

9. This additional Emolument is expressly to be understood as a dte- 
tinct Reward due to the Personal merit of President Vansittart and ss 
absolutely to cease upon his quitting &e Government; it is not to be claim¬ 
ed or any ways prestended to by our fiiture Goverrioors whose fixed Srriolu- 
met^ts, very handsome and extensive, We repeat to You is coufin’d to Our 
Orders and Regulations of the 13th March 1761. 

10. Although We have not time by this dispatch to enter into (he parti¬ 
culars contained in ypur Advices received as beforementioned by the Admiral 
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Watson, yet We must take notice, That We cannot comprehend upon what 
Grounds the majority of the Council, contrary to the Remonstrances made by 
the President against it, could venture to authorize Mr. Hastings, to demand 
of the Nabob in Our Name Twenty Lack of Rupees, upon the bare pretence, 
that he had made an Offer of that Sum to Mr. Vansittart and the Select 
Committee at the time of making the Treaty for his accession and which 
had been then so properly and so honourably refused. We rejoice at the 
Just and Spirited Refusal he gave to that Unwarrantable demand. 

11. And that We may vindicate Ourselves in the mind of the Nabob 
from such unfavourable Impressions, which this demand or other unfavour¬ 
able Circumstances must naturally have left upon him, We direct, that the 
President in your Name do in the most respectful manner by Letter acquaint 
him, that We are truly sorry that the conduct of any of Our Servants has 
given him Umbrage, or created him a moment’s distrust of the sincerity of 
Our Friendship, that We totally disapprove, and shall properly resent, all 
such misbehaviour, And to assure him that it is Our most earnest wish, and 
Our positive Orders to you (which We strictly direct) that Our Servants 
join him in every reasonable measure for his Support and Welfare and ob¬ 
serve every engagement entered into with him. You will acquaint him 
likewise, that We shall have the honour to give him these Assurances by 
Letter the next opportunity, the Ship Pitt being upon the Point of her depar¬ 
ture We have not leisure to do it now. 

12. The Letter wrote to you by the Nabob and entered in your Con¬ 
sultations the 14th June 1762 remonstrates so strongly against the extra¬ 
ordinary and most indecent behaviour of Mr. Ellis that We can but be 
astonished you left him a moment after the receipt of it, in the Station you 
had plac^sd hi/n. His Cor.duct in this and on other occasions by continually 
setting on foot some Dispute or other with the Nabob or his People in the- 
Patna Province appears to Us to merit Our highest resentment, as tending 
to break up all that Peace it is Our most essential Interest to have preserv¬ 
ed, and by exceeding all Bounds of hi^ Authority, sacrificing Our Honour 

and Interest to his own purposes and Resentment. * 

• 

13. We have therefore determined, and do accordingly hereby direct,. 
That Mr. William Ellis cease to be our Servant upon the Bengal Establish¬ 
ment from the Receipt of this Letter, And his Vacancy as Third in Council 
is to be filled up by Mr. John Spencer from Bombay that is to say next 
below Mr. Peter Amyatt, And as We have a high opinion of Mr. Spencer’s 
Abilitys, We recommend it to You to appoint him Chief of Patna, We give 
him Notice of his removal to Bengal by the Speaker, and you’ll forward 
the Inclosed Letter confirming it by such other Conveyance as may offer 
that no time may be lost in his coming to his said Station. 

14. Mr. Stanlake Batson’s Intemperate Conduct convinces Us that 
it is not proper to leave him at Cossimbuzar, You are therefore to recall 

18 
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him from thence and not to appoint him to any other Subordinate Settle¬ 
ment, till you have our further directions. 

15. And the better to (Conciliate the Nabob, and to shew Our 
great Regard to his quiet and Welfare, You are also to Signify to him Our 
Resentment of Mr. Ellis and Mr. Batson’s misconduct by removing the for¬ 
mer out of his Dominions and recalling the other from Gossimbuzar. 

16. However necessary it became to remove Mr. Ellis We are not wil¬ 
ling to displace him totally from Our Service, We give him the Option, 
and have given directions accordingly to Our Governor and Council 
at Bombay, that he succeeds Mr. Spencer, in the same Station that Gentle¬ 
man stands in the Bombay Council, which is next below Mr. William Andrew 
Price. If Mr. Ellis declines this he is to return to England. 

17. In case Mr. Spencer does not chuse to accept of the beforementioned 
Appointment at Your Presidency, Mr. William Andrew Price likewise 
at present one of the Bombay Council is to proceed immediately from thence 
to succeed Mr. Ellis in your Council as before directed with respect to Mr. 
Spencer. 

18. Upon Mr. Ellis’s proceeding to Bombay he is in the last mentioned 
■case to take Rank in the Council there next after Mr. Spencer. 

ig. In the intermediate time between the removal of Mr. Ellis and the 
Arrival of Mr. Spencer, You are to appoint the most unexceptionable Person 
to fill up the Chiefship of Patna. 

20. If through the lateness of the Season Cap. Jackson of the Pitt 
finds it too late to get to Fort St. George he is directed in such case to make 
the best of his way to Bengal and there land and deliver all the Soldiers and 
Consignments intended for the first named place, and after receiving such 
Treasure & Goods as You shall think proper to Lade, and upon his re¬ 
ceiving his Dispatches from You, he is to make the best of his way to Canton 
agreeable to the design of his Voyage. 

21. That you may be acquainted with the design of the Pitts Voyage 
You are hereby authorized and directed to open the Packet for the President 
and Council of For^ St. George wherein You will find a full Information 
on this point and You are to take all the Steps therein directed in the same 
manner as if addressed to You particularly with respect to sending Treasure 
to Canton. 

22. You are aftenvards by the first opportunity to forward the Packet to 
Fort St. (jeorge, and acquaint the President and Council with the reasons 
of your opening of it, and if proper Conveyances offer, We would have 
you forward the Packets enclosed for Our other PresidenciM as soon aS 
You can. 
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33. With rcspc ct to the Troops You are also to send them to Fort St. 
George by the first good Conveyances as likewise all the Consignments for 
that Presidency. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends. 

John Dorrien/Lau. Sulivan/George Amyand/ 
Chas. Cutts/Fredk. Pigou/Rich. Warner/Will. 
Barwell/G. Rooke/G. Steevens/Robt. Burrow/ 
Hen. Hadlcy/John. Browne/John Harrison/ 
London Timothy Tullie/Charlcs Chambers/W. Thor- 

13th May 1763. nton/Wm. Snoll/J. Purling/Richd. Seward/ 

[Cons. 18 Febiy., 1764] John Boyd/Wm. Webber. 
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LETTER DATED 16 MAY 1763 


Representations regarding Dutch preparations 


To 


the Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort William in Bengal. 


Gentlemen, 

In the Letter to you from the Court of Directors under date of the 27th 
of April you were acquainted with the Informations communicated by the 
Right Hon’ble the Earl of Halifax relating to the Dutch Armament and what 
they allcdgcd to be the occasion of it, and that the Court would take all 
proper Measures on this occasion, Representations were accordingly made 
to the Ministry to which the Earl of Halifax returned an answer the 13th 
instant, a Copy of which you will receive herewith*, it not coming to hand 
until the General Letters by this Conveyance were Closed and Signed. 

I am 

With great Respect Gentlemen, 

East India House ’ Your most Obedient and 

most Humble Servant 

London, 16th May 1763. Robt. James 

[Cons. 18 Febry., 1764] Secry. 
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LETTER DATED 30 DECEMBER 1763 

News of Manila expedition divulged to the French owing tn carelesstu^ of Telli- 
iherry servants—instructions regarding skipping—Residents and Supercargoes for 


* M isiine from the volume available in the N.A.I. 
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China Council—procurement of slaves from Madagascar—details of exports for various 
Presidencies—superfine cloth for Chinese emperor—directions about investment — langui-^ 
5 king condition of the French East India Company—disputes with the Dutch yet an- 
Settled—military recruits for various settlements—strength of military establishment in 
Bengal—terms and conditions of Brig. General John Caillaud’s appointment as C.-in-C. 
of Bengal—harmonious relations with Mir Qasim urged—composition of Select Com^ 
mittee at Fort William. 


Our 


President & Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Our last Letters bore dates the 27th April & 13th May the former 
went in Triplicate by the Ships British King, Pitt & Speaker & the other 
in Duplicate by the two last named Ships, a Triplicate We now send by 
the Caernarvon—Our Secretary also wrote you on tlie i6th May, enclosing 
a Copy of the Earl of Halifax’s Letter of the 13th of that Month concerning 
an Armament said to be preparing by the Dutch for the East Indies. 

2. The British King sailed from Spithead on the 30th April last, & 
the Speaker & Pitt on the 19th of the following Month. 

3. Since the date of Our beforementioned Advices the following Letters 
relative to your Presidency and its Dependancies have come to Our hands 
vizt. 

Separate General Letter dated the 8th April 1762 received P Godolphin. 

General Letters under dates of the 13th and 18th Decemr, 1762, and a 

Letter from Mr. Amyatt dated the i6th with a Postscript of the i8th 

Decemr. 1762 P Tilbury'. 

General Letter of the 14th Febry. 1763, Also Letter from the Select 

Committee of the same date & one From President Van Sittart dated 

the 20th of the same Month, Received P Drake. 

4. We informed you in Our Letter of the 27th April that John Dorrien 
Esqr. Our Chairman, Laurence Sulivan Deputy, with George Amyand,. 
John Boyd & Henry Grabb Boulton Esqrs. were appointed Our Committee 
of Secrecy during the present direction. We are only now to acquaint 
you that the said Committee still consists of the same Gentlemen and that 
their Orders are to have all due Obedience paid to them. 

5. We have the pleasure of informing you of the safe Arrival of the 
following Ships since Our last Advices vizt. the Fox from Bengal & Fort 
St. George, with the Godolphin from Bengal directly on the 9th June; the 
Royal Captain and Tilbury, the first from China, the other Bengal, the 
a[2?] of that Month; the Horsendon, Royal Charlotte, True Bx-iton and 
Harcourt, all from China on the 14th & 15th July; the Drake & Hard- 
wicke from Bengal the 17th and 19th August; the Albion and Essex from China, 
last from^Manilha, first the 24th September & the latter the loth October, 
likewise the Prince of Wales & Clive from Bombay the 28th November and 
the Clinton from Fort St. George on the 7th December. 
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6. Our Pleasure upon the safe Arrival of so many Ships has met with 
some Abatements upon receiving Advices by them of the Capture of the 
Walpole Outward bound near Ceylon in September 1762 by the French 
& the Loss of the Elizabeth by Fire at the Mouth of Canton River in 
January last under her Dispatches for England fully loaded—Very happily 
for the Company no other Ships met with the Walpole’s Fate especially 
the Bengal ones; their Safety We attribute to the prudent Measures you 
took upon receiving Intelligence of the Station of the French Cruiser. 

7. We cannot avoid taking Notice in this place of an unaccountable 
Piece of Conduct in the Chief & Council at Tellicherry who sent off Mr. 
Taylor one of theii Members with a Letter addrest to Capt. Tinker of His 
Majesty’s Ship Medway, who was off that Port the Night before, Mr. Taylor 
by some strange Carelessness, got aboard the Expedition a French Frigate 
in the Offing, instead of the Medway, in which he was detained three days 
& the French thereby made themselves Masters of the important Intelligence 
in the said Letter of Admiral Cornish’s having sailed some time before upon 
the Expedition to Manilha one Consequence of which was, that Monsr. 
Paliere with three French Men of War, had not only an uninterrupted Range 
for a considerable time to the great Hazard of Our Trade in general, but was 
encouraged to cruise in Ballasore Road upwards of a Month, by which several 
Ships bound to & from your Presidency, were exposed to imminent Danger, 
We mention these Circumstances not barely to lay open the Conduct of Our 
Servants at Tellicherry, but that they may be a Caution to you, & that 
you observe it as a Standing Rule in future to be extremely careful to prevent 
at all times by every prudent Measure, Letters or Intelligence of consequence 
falling into improper hands. 

8. For a particular Account of the Arrival & Departure of Shipping We 
refer you to the Lists We send as usual in the Several Packets. 

9. We have the Satisfaction of informing you that Our Packet by the 
Houghton for Fort St. George which you put on board a Schooner for that 
Presidency, & which was taken by the said French Cruisers, contained nothing 
more than Duplicates of the Advices by the Grosvenor [and] Ashburnham. 


10. The Ships taken up on freight this Season lor carrying on the Com* 
pany’s Trade, their Destination and the Times purposed for their departure 
are as follow, being each let to us for 499 Tons vizt. 


Pss. Augusta.Captn. 

Duke of 

Richmond. 

Earl of 

Holdernessc. 

Norfolk. 


Time [proposed 
for dispatch] 


Thomas Baddison 

Benjamin Godfrey ^ 
Robert Brooke 
John Sandys 


Si. Helena, 
Bencoolen 
and China J 


dispatched 


Bencoolen & 
China 

China directly 


i now under 
dispatch 
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Duke of Gloces* Capt. Robert 
ter.. Burdett 

Worcester . Richard Hall 

Lord Holland Fasham Nairn 

Earl of 

Lincoln. Peter Hardwickc 


Northumber¬ 
land . John Mitford 


Fort St. George' 
and China 


.latter end of Jan- 
.Under dispatch 




beginning of 
February 


Caernarvon.Norton Hutchison 

Devonshire.Andrew Qjuicke 

"Vansittart .Richard Lewin 

Duke of Albany James Haldane 

■ 

"Vork.Peter Lascelles 

Anson . Edward Lord Chick 

London.John Webb 

[.] Cornelius Inglis 

Calcutta . George Thomson 

[.] John Milles 


Madeira & \ under dispatch 


J 




Bombay & China 

Madeira & 
Bombay 


Bombay 


about latter 
^ end of 
March 


11. Besides the beforementioned the Company’s own Ship the Admiral 
Watson Capt. John Blewitt Commander of 400 Tons carrying 80 Men & 24 
Guns, proceeds to Fort Marlboro’ to carry such part of the[ir] Stares and 
Necessaries as the Princess Augusta, Duke of Richmond & Earl of Holder- 
nesse could not take in. 


12. The York one of the Ships in the beforegoing List is to continue 
in India to be the Annual Ship from Bombay to China early in the Year 
1765, with a Cargo as usual to the Amount of Forty Thousand pounds until 
which time she is to be employed in such manner as will be most for the 
Company’s Advantage. 

13. In case by any Accident the York cannot be sent to China, then 
the New Ship Capt. luglis is to be sent thither in her stead. But if the York 
can proceed thither & there shall be a Necessity for detaining a Ship extraor¬ 
dinary in India for want of an Europe Cargo or on any other unavoidable 
occasion, it ma>' be expedient for the Company’s Interest to send another 
Ship besides the York to China, then the New Ship Capt. Inglis is to be the 
Ship so to be sen^ with a Cargo to as large an Amount as the York’s if possible^ 
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in which Measure Our Presidencies of Fort St. George & Bengal are to 
be assisting to that of Bombay. But if upon a due Consideration of all Cir¬ 
cumstances it shall not appear to be necessary to send two Ships on that 
Voyage, then the New Ship Capt. Inglis is to have the preference of 
proceeding to Bengal as hereunder mentioned. 

14. It is to be observed from the beforegoing List of Ships taken into 
Our Service there arc but four destined for bringing home the Investments 
from the Coast & Bay, which certainly are not sufficient for that purpose; 
and that there are six Ships bound to Bombay to carry the large Consignments 
to that Presidency, one of which, ffie York, is to be sent to China, and of the 
remaining five there is good reason to believe only two or three at most ran 
possibly be laden heme from thence, it is right therefore that the supernumerary 
Ships should [be] sent to the Assistance of Bengal and Fort St, George for 
bringing home the Investments from those Presidencies, which arc to be the 
New Ship-Captn. Inglis (if not employed as mentioned in the preceding 
Paragraph) the Anson Captn. Chick, the London, Captn. Webb & the 
Calcutta Capt. Thomson, if three or four are wanted & can be spared for 
this Service, but if two only, they are to be the two first named Ships. The 
said ships so to be sent a[re] to be deemed Coast & Bay Ships & dispatched 
home with proper Cargos from that Side of India accordingly, the same Season 
they arrive. It is recommended to the President & Council of Bombay 
to use their Endeavours to make their Run to the Coast & Bay turn out 
to the best Advantage by either lading suitable Cargoes on the Company’s 
Account, or letting them to freight, taking care at the same time they are 
dispatched so early as not to run the least hazard of their Passage home. 
It is also particularly recommended to the said President and Council 
to send Capt. Inglis first to Bengal, as to the other ship or Ships they are 
to act discretionally as to their being consigned to the Coast or Bay, giving 
preference in the Order We have named them as before, being Our meaning 
that in all Events Capt. Inglis is to proceed to Bengal. 

15. If it shall happen that it may be necessary [to] send a Ship from Bengal 
to Bombay provided it can [be] done so as that she may be dispatched from 
the last mentioned Place in time for saving her Passage home the same Season 
We recommend the Devonshire Capt. Qiaicke for that Service. 

16. As upon the Return of Peace it is reasonable to expect We should 
take up Our Shipping upon better Terms than in time of War, the Freight 
& Rate of Demoi-age are accordingly lower’d, as you will observe by the 
several Ships Charterparties, tho’ not so much as We hope for another Year. 
With respect to other Stipulations they are much upon the footing of the 
three preceeding Seasons, but for particulars you are referr’d to a careful 
perusal of the said Charterparties. 

17. The Coast & Bay Ships you will find by the charterparties carry 
half Kintlage in Iron, and We now inform you that the Bomba^ Ships have 
none, You will therefore take care that a sufficient Quantity of Salt Petre 



230 


LETTER FROM COURT 


is laden on each Ship under your direction to answer the purpose of Kintlage* 
& to make up her Cargo as nearly upon an Equality with other Ships 
as you can, and We shall depend upon you for supplying Our Presidencies 
of Fort St. George & Bombay agreeable to Our repeated Orders, w'ith 
sufficient Quantities of that Article to answer their respective Demands for 
the said Purposes. 

18. The Council of Supra Cargos appointed for the Management of 
the Company’s Affairs in China the ensuing Season consists of the follow¬ 
ing named Gentlemen vizt. Thomas Fitzbugh, Samuel Blount, George Man- 
devile, Nathaniel Garland, William Mackenzie, Alexander Hume, Stephen 
de Vismc, Thomas Smith, Mann Horner, William Rous & William Har¬ 
rison. 

19. The Ships which are to be under the Management and direction 
of the said Council are the Latham or any other which shall be sent from Bom¬ 
bay to Canton in her stead in 1764, & all such as shall in the course of that 
Season arrive there from the Company’s Settlements in India destitute of 
Supra Cargos customarily called Casual Ships, also the Princess Augusta & 
Duke of Rich [inond] bound first to St. Helena & the West Coast of Sumatra 
and thence to Canton, the Worcester, Duke of Glocester, Lord Holland, 
Earl of Lincoln and Northumberland for Fort St. George and China the Earl 
of Holdernesse for the West Coast & China and the Norfolk bound directly 
to Canton, also any other Ship or Ships We may think proper to order. 

20. Messrs. Mandevile & Harrison take passage on the Norfolk, Mr. 
Mackenzie on the Worcester, and Mr, de Visme on the Lord Holland. All 
the rest of the Gentlemen are now in China. 

21. The Supra Cargos appointed Our Residents at Canton for the Year 
1765 are Messrs. Fitzhugh, Blount, Garland, Mackenzie, de Visme, Smith 
& Rous, Who are as usual to conduct & take care of the Company’s 
Affairs upon the departure of such of the Council as are to leave China in 
the Season of the Year 1764, & before the Arrival of those Supra Cargos 
We shall appoint as Members for the succeeding Council. 

22. We have appointed Messrs. 'Fhomas Fitzhugh, Samuel Blount & 
Nathl. Garland or the three first and principal Resident Supra Cargos in 
China for the time being to be a Select Committee to correspond & settle 
Measures with the Select Committee at Fort Marlborough for introducing 
to the last named Place a Number of Chinese. If you can be assisting herein 
your Select Commiitee is to take this Matter up in as private a Manner as 
possible lest it should be known in China (publickly at least) and the Project 
thereby defeated. 

23. We have given directions to the President & Council at Fort St. 
George to forward in the most convenient manner whatever Consignments 
& Military Recruits are intended for your Presidency, & concert the 
necessary Measures with you for the disposition of the Ships which are 
to receive for Europe the Proportions of your respective Investments. 



30 DECEMBER I 763 


231 


24. To prevent as much as lies in Our Power any danger of the three 
Ships bound to the West Coast and China losing their Passage to Canton, 
as well as for other Reasons, We have given the Commanders positive Orders 
not to call at Batavia. Not only the said three Ships are forbid but We ex¬ 
tend Order to the Commanders of all Our Shipping this Season, of which 
We give you this Notice for your Guidance ^vith respect to the Shipping 
under your Management. 

25. We continue Our directions to the China Coxincil to order two 
of their homeward bound Ships to call at the West Coast, and to carry such 
Stores thither as the President & Council of Fort Marlboro’ shall 
indent for & can be conveniently laden on them, as also to afford them an 
Opportunity of sending to us their Advices & the necessary Dispatches. 

26. As in the present Situation of Our Settlements upon the West Coast 
a. Ship of some Burthen and Countenance may be of great Use, We have 
fixed upon Our own Ship the Admiral Watson for this Service, and the di¬ 
rections We have thereupon given to Our President and Council there, are 
that they keep her a Season or two if wanted after her Arrival, and the Com¬ 
mander is to follow all such Orders as they shall tliink proper to give him 
from time to time. That as to the manner of the said Ships being employed 
it is left to their discretion, depending upon their acting for the best, & 
in particular that they will use their best Endeavours that her Services may 
be adequate to the extraordinary Expence this Measure will occasion. 
Altho’ as before observed the Employment of this ship is left to their 
discretion We have hinted to them that the procuring a Number of 
Chinese, as also Slaves from Madagascar or elsewhere, are Objects of great 
consequence to Our said Settlements. We make no doubt they will have 
them in their Thoughts, they are also directed to send her to our other Pre¬ 
sidencies whenever it may [be] necessary for the better furnishing them with 
whatever they may stand in need of. If they think fit to send the Admiral 
Watson to Madagascar,, it is necessary she should be furnished with a proper 
Cargo but as We are apprehensive it will not be in their Power to give her one, 
in such case they are to send her to any of Our Presidencies, where such Arti¬ 
cles are to be laden as may be sufficient to purchase the Number of Slaves 
they purposed she should bring them. 

27. When the time comes for the Admiral Watson being returned to 
Europe, which as before observed is recommended to be in a Season or two 
after her Arrival if wanted so long, she is to be sent from Fort Marlboro’ 
to any of Our other Presidencies to be laden home, or to China agreeable 
to Circumstances at the time, taking care that she is dispatched in a proper 
Season. 

28. Wherever the Admiral Watson shall be, she is to be victualled & 
put in the best Condition in every respect for proceeding from Port to Port, 
and for her Return to England at the Company’s Expence & the proper 
Accounts arc to be transmitted to us from every Settlement. 
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ag. We have given in charge to the C!oinniander to the Amount of Four 
Hundred Pounds in Foreign Silver to purchase Necessaries in the Course 
of the Voyage for which he is to be accountable on leaving India. 

30. We have as usual paid two Months Wages by way of Impress to 
the Commander, Officers & the rest of the Ships Company, and we shall 
pay to their respective Attomies here one Month’s Wages in Six until the 
Ship’s Return to England. These being the customary Terms there will 
be no Occasion to advance any Money for Wages in India, even though 
she should stay one Season beyond that of her Arrival; but if she stays two 
Seasons extraordinary it may happen that the Crew may be clamorous for 
some Advance, in such cases (tho’ not without an absolute necessity) some 
Money may be paid them on Account of their Wages, the Quantum to be 
settled between the President and Council at such Scttlemt. where she 
shall be & the Commander, an exact Account of what is so paid to each 
Man is to be transmitted to us, that ix may be properly accounted for here, 
upon the final Adjustment of the Wages. 

31. The beforegoing being Our general Intentions and Instructions 
with respect to the Admiral Watson you arc to conform thereto so far as you 
may have any Concerns with her, whatever other Informations may be ne¬ 
cessary, you will be furnished therewith by Our President & Council of 
Fort Marlborough. 

3a. We find that upon the Resignation of Captain Reynolds at the West 
Coast, Capt. Thomas Hague of the Plassie was appointed to succeed him in 
the Command of the Prince Henry, and the Command of the Plassie given 
to Durell Clews the Chief Mate of the Prince Henry. We have acquainted 
Our President and Council there, if these are Men of Abilities & Character 
We confirm the Appointments, but it is to be observed as a Standing Ru[lc]. 
not only at Fort Marlboro’ but at all Our Presidencies, That in future all 
Vacancies in the Command of any [of] the Company’s own Ships or Vessels 
are to be filled up provisionally, and an impartial Account of the Abilitie® 
and Characters of the Persons so to be appointed, communicated to us that 
We may confirm them in the Command or otherwise, according lo their 
Merit. Of this you are not to fail with respect to all Appointments at 
Our Presidency of Fort William. 

33. Captn. Reynolds having resigned the Service as beforementioned, 
has consequently no right to reside in India, We shall therefore expect he 
returns to England agreeable to his Intimation lo the President & Council 
at Fort Marlboro’ by the way of Fort St. George or elsewhere, which 
you are to see is performed if he happened to be in Bengal. 

34. Should John Smith late Chief Mate of the Earl Temple, who escaped 
from his Confinement when Mr. Ardlcy was upon the West Coast ever 
appear at yjpur Presidency, he is to be sent to England, forthwith by the first 
Conveyance, as a Man of his infamous Character ought by no means to have- 
the Benefit of the Company’s Protection. 
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35. We arc informed Gapt. Roddam of the Godolphin refused to deliver 
in a Register of that Ship’s Private Trade to you, & as it frequently happens 
that those Accounts are withheld from us, altho’ it is well known that all 
un-rcgistcr’d Goods arc by the By-Laws and Charterparty Agreement to be 
forfeited to the Company, you are therefore in future to call upon every Com¬ 
mander before his departure from Bengal for Europe, to deliver in under his 
hand a full & true Account of all the Goods and Merchandize in Private 
Trade laden on his Ship as well belonging to himself, as the rest of the Ship’* 
Company on the Penalty beforementioned, and the said Register is to be trans¬ 
mitted to us in the Packet. 

36. As it must be of great Utility for every one of Our Presidencies to 
be informed not only of the Consignments to each separately, but also of Our 
Export in general to every Part of India & China, what follows therefore 
(without entering into a minute detail) is an Account of the most material 
Articles We send by the several Ships of this Season vizt. 

For the Presidency of Fort St. George 

981 Bales of Cloth, 150 Bales Long Ells, 4 Bales of Sundry Piece Goods, 
100 Tons of Lead, 70 Tons Copper, 100 Tons Iron, 5 Tons Steel, aoo Whole 
& 400 half Barrels of Gunpowder, 10 Tons of Grain Tin in Caps & 125. 
Pipes of Madeira Wine. 

The Bales go equal in proportions on the five Coast & China Ships, 
the Wine in like manner by the four Coast & Bay Ships, & the rest of the 
Articles partly in the Coast & China & partly in the Coast and Bay Ships. 

For the Presidency of Fort William 

1120 Bales of Cloth, 50 Bales Long Ells, 3 Bales containing sundry 
Piece Goods, 100 Tons Lead, 130 Tons Copper, too Tons Iron, 20 Tons Tin, 
Cordage 106 Tons, 125 Pipes of Madeira Wine & 500 Barrels Gunpowder. 

All the said Articles go nearly in equal Proportions in the four Coast & 
Bay Ships. 

For the Presidency of Bombay 

For the Bombay Market— 1766 Bales Cloth, 380 Bales Long Ells, 40 Bales 
Broad Long Ells, 8 Bales of Sundry Piece Goods, loo Tons Lead, 250 Tons 
Copper, 100 Tons Iron, 10 Tons Steel, 65 Tons Tin, 50 Pipes Madeira Wine, 
200 Barrels of Gunpowder. 

For Bussorah Market—660 Bales Cloth, 300 Bales of Long Ells, containing 
10 Pieces each. 

For Scindy Market—^40 Bales Cloth & 70 Bales Long [Ells]. 

All the said Articles go nearly in equal Proportions in the 6 Bombay 
Ships, Except the Wine which goes by the Anson & London. 
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For the Presidency of Fort Marlboro* 

30 Chests of Treasure for Our Mercantile Service and 10 Chests for a 
Bank to assist Our Servants there by way of Loan to carry on their ownTrade— 
50 Tons Iron, 5 Tons Steel, 10 Tons Tin, 100 Casks Flour, 100 halfHhds. 
[Hogsheads] Beef & Pork vizt. 50 of each, 100 Barrels Gunpowder, 70 Tons 
Cordage, 37 Tons of Anchors, Grapnals, Shot and Ironmongers Ware of vari¬ 
ous Sorts, 15 Chaldron Coals, with some other Articles not material to be here 
specified. 

All which are proportioned on the four Ships bound to Fort Marlboro*. 

For Canton 

596 Bales Cloth, 9 small Bales of Superfine Cloth, for the Emperor, 600 
Bales Long Ells, 20 Bales of Camblets, 1100 Tons Lead, 5 Tons Grain Tin in 
Caps. 

The five Coast & China Ships have 60 Tons Lead each for Canton, 
the rest of the Lead & the other Articles go in the other China Ships. 

37. With respect to Stores and Necessaries of several kinds for each Presi¬ 
dency, & yours in particular, though not mentioned in the preceding Ac¬ 
counts, the Indents for them will be complied with in general, as far as shall be 
thought necessary, and the Tonage & other Circumstances will admit of. 

38. For the Particulars of the Consignments for your Presidency We refer 
you to the several Invoices and Bills of Lading. With respect to what are 
designed for you by the Coast & China Ships, We have given directions to 
the President & Council at Fort St. George to forward them to you by the 
first Conveyances that may offer. 

39. Our Agents at the Island Madeira will transmit to you Invoices & 

Bills of Lading of the Wine for your Presidency, and you arc to transmit to 
us a particular Account how it turns out as to quality & [.]. 

40. Notwithstanding the Representations in your Letter of the 30th 
October 1762 that Copper bore a very low price with you & the Consump¬ 
tion of it was equally at a Stand in other Parts of India, your Indent for this 
Article this Season exceeds that of last Year by 80 I'ons, which confirms the 
Remarks We made last Season upon the little Attention which is paid to 
fram [ing?] your Indents in general & the Necessity of their being made in 
the manner then mention’d. 

- 41. In the Import Warehouse Account of Rem[ains] the Total quantity 

of Copper in Store is specified, where it is necessary the Amount of each Sort 
should be particula[rly] set down, and must be sp done in future. 

42. The 20 Tons of Tin mentioned in the beforegoing Account of Our 
Exports for Bengal are sent in hopes of that this Commodity will find a Vend 
in your Par! of India; you are therefore to send us a particular Account of the 
Sales thereof, with such Observations as may be necessary for Our Informa- 
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43. Your Indent for Brass & Iron Guns & Ordnance Stores is so 
great, that it is a further Confinna[tion] of Our beforementioned Remarks of 
last Season upon Inattention in framing your Indents. We can therefore by 
no means think of complying with it fully more especially when We consider 
what large quanti[ties] have been taken from the French in the different 
Part[s] of India. And as We have never been acquainted in what manner 
the Stores so taken in or brought to Bengal have been applied, you are to send 
us a particular Account thereof by the first Ships for Our Information. 

44. As Mr. Campbell carried with him very large Quantities of Assay 
and Mint Utensils, We do not think it proper to send any more of those 
Articles till it can lie determined upon his Arrival, what further Addition is 
really necessary. 

45. One Hundred Barrels of Gunpowder arc shipt on the Northumberland 
& the Duke of Glocester carries about 13 Tons of Cordage, which being in¬ 
tended for Bengal the President & Council of Fort St. George are directed to 
forward them to you by the first proper Conveyance. 

46. The Stores the Government send out this Season consist of about 128" 
Tons of Beef and pork, which go in the following manner consign’d to the 
proper Officci'S vizt. One half in equal Proportions on the five Coast and China 
Ships, and the other half in like manner on the Six Ships bound to Bombay. 
If any of the said Stores should be landed at your Presidency you are to take 
care to forward them to the Proper Officers wherever they may be. 

47. We observe with Pleasure that you intended to remit a Supply of 
five Laacks to Fort St. George towards a Stock for Our China Ships of the last 
Season, & a like Sum to Bombay for the Assistance of that Presidency, and 
that you also expected so long as your Provinces remained in peace, to be able 
to continue like Supplies to Our [other] Presidencies and China. We shall 
therefore accordingly depend upon your utmost Care & Attention to an Ob¬ 
ject of so great consequence to Our Trade in general. You will observe by the 
beforegoing Account of the Export We send out this Season but forty Chests of 
Treasure and that to Fort Marlborough only, on a dependance that you and 
Our President & Council at Fort St. George [will] be able to raise a sufficient 
Stock not only for the Expence and Investments of both but also to supply 
Our China Trade, and make the necessary Remittances to Bombay & Fort 
Marlboro’. With respect to Our China Trade, We make no doubt but agreea¬ 
ble to the Standing Order laid down [in] Our Letter of the 17th December 
1762, you will have taken care to make such effectual and timely Remittances 
to Fort St. George, as will with the Assistance of that Presidency be fully 
sufficient to form a Stock to be sent to Canton for the Investment of the several 
Ships to be laden home from thence. 

48. We confirm Our beforementioned Standing Order of the r7th Decem¬ 
ber 1762 for the Annual Provision of Treasure and Goods for Our China 
Market, it must therefore be carefully observed until you receive Our direc¬ 
tions to the contrary. 



LETTER FROM COURT 


^36 


49. Our Presidency of Fort Marlboro’ will besides what We send from 
hence stand in need of your continued Assistance, you will therefore agreeable 
to Our Orders last Year, supply or cause it to be supplied with every thing 
necessary for perfecting its Re-establishment. It is proper here to observe 
to you that only Thirty of the forty Chests of Treasure We send thither are 
to be applied for the Use of the Company, the other ten Chests being to form 
R Ba[nlj] to assist Our Servants there in their present low Circumstances 
to trade with by way of Loan on a reasonable Consideration to the Company 
for the Money so to be lent. 

50. We now send you the List of Investment for the ensuing Season, 
in which are the necessary directions and observations, to which therefore 
you are referr’d. 

51. We shall depend upon your utmost Endeavours to provide as large 
■a Quantity of Salt Petre as possible noi only for promoting the dispatch 
of the Ships to be laden home from Bengal, but also to answer the Necessities 
of Our Presidencies of Fort St. George & Bombay, We have directed them 
to signify their demands to you as early as possible, which yon are accordingly 
to comply with by the first Conveyances that offer. 

52. It seems needless to observe that the Advantages resulting from the 
•Company’s Trade must appear by the Returns made to England. This 
Matter is so obvious that it would not have been mention’d had not that once 
valuable Branch of the English Commerce the Piece Goods brought from 
your Settlement, of late so dwindled, that We have not received half the Quan¬ 
tity ordered, nor have those receiv’d been of the Quantity formerly 
sent. Altho’ We can see no reason why they should not be made as good 
as ever they have been, and what is still more surprizing at the time We 
appear to have been Masters almost of the w'hole Bengal Trade; the Dutch 
Importation has this Year exceeded Ours in the whole Quantity, and greatly 
in the finer Assortments of Goods; how this arises We don’t pretend to deter¬ 
mine but hope you will think it incumbent on you to exert your utmost 
Abilities in retrieving a Trade formerly the Staple of the Company, when 
Our Ships used always to bring home each about One Thousand six hundred 
Bales of Piece Goods & Raw Silk whereas now they seldom have morC 
than Eight hundred and the rest of the Tonage is made up in Redwood 

and Salt Petre, Articles that at present make a very large [.] in the 

Lists of Tonage, bu'. a very small one in their Produce at the Sales. We 
hope in future that you will not fail fully to comply with the Orders of 
the Investment and by thac means lade the Ships with the Charterparty 
Quantities of Redwood & Salt petre, the former for Dun[n] age and the latter 
for Kintlage, & the rest of the Charterparty Tonnage must consist of Bale 
Goods, after which if any room is left in the Ships, as is generally the Case, 
you must fih them up with Bale Goods if possible, but if that cannot be 
done We shall then approve the sending a further Quantity of Salt Petre, 
as it will come at a )k>w freight, and consequently turn out to a better Account. 
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We cannot help enforcing these Instructions in the strongest manner, which 
if duly attended to, will be an Advantage to the Nation in general, greatly 
promote the Trade of the Company, and be likewise beneficial to the Owners 
of Shipping by encreasing their Freights. The Opinion We entertain of 
your Zeal & Abilities for the Company’s Service will We hope be a further 
Inducement to you to exert yourselves on this very important Occasion. 

53. By what can be collected from Public & Private Intelligence 
with respect to the French East India Company it appears to be in a very 
low and languishing Condition, unable to carry on Trade, and imagined 
to be upon the point of being dissolved. If that takes place which We suppose 
most probable, it is thought the Scheme will be for private People to trade 
to the Isles of Bourbon & France & China, & possibly some few Ships 
may go to the other parts of India on condition of paying His Most Christian 
Majesty an Indulto^ and that the French will renounce entirely the other 
Settlements, and Trade to Asia, for the present at least, as well for avoiding 
the Expeaccs and Difficulties that Avould be met with, as for encouraging their 
own Manufactures. We do not give you this Information as a certainty, 
but upon the whole it may be inferr’d but very few Ships can proceed from 
France to the East Indies this Season, & that it will probably be long before 
the French Trade and Power can make a figure again in India. 

54. The Dutch Commissaries left England in the Month of July last, 
in order to lay before their Company a State of the Proceedings between 
them & the Commissaries on Our part; and altho’ none of the Points in 
dispute have been adjusted*, they parted on good Terms & assured Our Com¬ 
missaries that their leaving England was not to be looked upon as a Conclusion 
or breaking off of the Negotiation, but that they had Orders from their Con¬ 
stituents to return to Holland to give an Account thereof, and receive fresh 
Instructions, However We are very lately inform’d they have made their 
Report, & that in consequence thereof the said Company have (without 
any previous Notice which from the Assurance of the Commissaries We 
had reason to expect) laid the same before the States General in a Memorial 
wherein great Pains are taken (as may be well supposed from such chicaning 
Behaviour) to represent the Conduct of their Servants in the mo[st] favoura¬ 
ble light and ours in quite the reverse. By th[is] Step We apprehend the 
Negotiation by Commissaries at an End for the present at least, & that the 
Dispute between the two Companies will be cognizable only to & taken up 
by Our respective Sovereigns. We are preparing a Memorial of the whole 
Affair to be laid before the King in which We make no doubt to give his 
Majesty Convincing Proofs of the Justice of Our Cause. 

55. We informed you in Our Letter of the i3ih May last, of the Appre¬ 
hensions We were under of the Intention of the Dutch to send out an extra¬ 
ordinary Armament to the East Indies; We thereupon made Our Application 
to His Majesty’s Ministers to desire that either a Stop might be put thro* 
His Majesty’s Interposition to the said Armament or that a sufficient Naval 
Force might be left in or sent to India to protect us against any hostile Attempts 
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of the Dutch, if any such were intended, We are now to inform you that 
the Dutch Ambassador here by order of the States General did on the 24th 
Septejnber last signify to the Earl of Sandwich one of His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State that no more Men would be sent this year to the East 
Indies by the Dutch Company than were necessary to compleat the Corps 
they nov/ had there, & that they had no design whatever, directly or in¬ 
directly to molest the English. 

56. We have thought it necessaiy by this dispatch to give you the before- 
mentioned general Informations with respect to the Dutch, & to signify 
that notwithstanding [the] said Declaration of the Ambassador it will be 
highly pru[dent] and incumbent on you, and all Our Servants in India 
[to] have a careful Eye upon their Proceedings & be constantly on their 
guard to prevent any Attempts they may make to Our prejudice, & you 
will on your Parts take the necessary Care accordingly. 

57. We have appointed Mr. Paxil Benfield to be a Civil Architect & 
Assistant Engineer at Fort St. George. He is extreamly well recommended to 
us as having been regularly bred an Architect, Surveyor & Draughtsman 
& for his Knowledge in Fortification & other Braviches of the Matherna- 
ticki, with these Qualifications, therefore Wc make no doubt of his doing us 
good Service. He is to have the Appointments of an Assistant Engineer & 
rank as a first Lieutenant, And is to be allowed to do any Private Business 
as a Civil Architect, provided it does not interfere with his Duty to the Com¬ 
pany. Wc have desired the said Presidency to take the opinion of Mr. Call 
whether it may be of most use to the Company for Mr. Benfield to continue 
there, or to be employed in Bengal ; if the latter shall be thought right he is 
to proceed to your Presidency, where he is to be employed & rank as above- . 
mentioned with respect to Fort St. George. 

58. We have appointed the following named persons to be Writers upon 
the Bengal Establishment to rank in the Order here mentioned, vizt. John 
Sumner, Robert Wilmot, James Inglish Keighley, Henry Walter, Ewan Law, 
Edward Golding, Roger Barwell, William Rooke, Thomas Legh, Edward 
Fenwick, William Marriott, William Lushirgton & Thomas Ridley, 
and they proceed accordingly on the Ships of this Season. 

59. The Lists of all such Persons as have Our leave for proceeding to 
India as Free Merchants, in the Seafaring way or otherwise, will be sent in 
the Packets as usual. 

60. We have given leax'e for Mr. Thomas Davis and Mr. George Main- 
waring Kenderdine to proceed to any of Our Settlements in India where they 
may be wanted as Surgeons, as they are well recommended to us for 
their Skill in their Profession they are to succeed upon any Vacancy at 
your Presidency, if found deserving, in case of their coming to Bengal. 

61. As by the Resignation of Mr. Amphlctt you are in want of a Principal 
Engineer, We haye appointed Capt. Fleming Martin to serve us in that 
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Capacity under your Presidency. He has been very well recommended to us 
for his Knowledge & Experience in that Branch by His Majesty[’s] Officers 
under whom he served during the late War, but as he will proceed upon the 
latter Ships, We shall defer giving you further information relating to him 
till that Conveyance. 

62. The Number of Recruits sent to Our several Presidencies last Season 
amounted to about Twelve Hundred Men, of which near Four Hundred were 
for your Presidency & Fort St, George, Being thoroughly sensible of the 
necessity of keeping up a respectable Force at every Settlement particularly 
the two last named, & attentive to the several Representation[s] We have 
received on this occasion, We likewise send out this Season as many as Our 
Shipping can conveniently carry Vizt. On the five Coast & China and four 
Coast and Bay Ships Eight Hundred & eighty Men and on the [six?] 
Bombay Ships Six Hundred being One Hundred on each except the Caer¬ 
narvon which carries but Eighty, The [three ?] Ships bound to Fort Marlboro’ 
carry about Two Hundred and thirty Men, the Amount of the whole being 
about Seventeen hundred Men. Those designed for your Presidency and 
Fort St.George will appear by the Muster Rolls in the respective Ships 
Packets. It is Our Intention to recruit in like manner Our Military Forces 
next Season, because We are not willing to place too great a Confidence in 
having a large Recruit from the Corps in His Majesty’s Service upon their 
being recalled, yet we make no doubt your Endeavours in consequence of 
Our directions last Season on this point, will meet with good Success. 

63. As We take the Advantage of every Conveyance for sending as many 
Recruits to India as possible you will observe from the preceding Paragraph 
that those sent last Season with what are to proceed on the Bombay Ships 
of this, make together about Fourteen Hundred Men, it is not Our Intention 
they should be all continued at that Presidency, but that as many of them as 
can possibly be spared should be sent to your Presidency & to Fort St. 
George, and We give orders to the President and Council of Bombay accord¬ 
ingly, and We shall depend upon it that you will not be wanting on your part 
to make the most pressing Applications for having a sufficient Number 
brought round by all proper Conveyances. We give the like notice to Our 
Presidency at Fort St. George. 

64. The Names of the Cadets who are to serve in Our Troops will be 
sent in separate Lists in the several Ships Packets sign’d by Our Secretary, who 
are to be preferr’d if they behave well in the Order they are therein named, 

65. Having taken into Our most serious Consideration tlie present 
Situation of Affairs at Bengal, the necessity of keeping up a respectable 
Military Force, and at [the] same time the manner of doing it in the most 
useful [& ] effectual way consistently with confining the Military Expences 
within as reasonable Bounds as Circumstances will admit of. We have 
therefore agreed &ifixed upon the following Plan as an Establishment for Our 
Presidency of Bengal, vizt. 

19 
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The whole Force to consist of 2600 European and 4000 Seapoys making 
together Six thousand six hundred Men Officers included. 

The Europeans to be formed into Corps of Infantry, Cavalry & 
Artillery. 

The Infantry is to consist of three Battalions of seven hundred Men each, 
or Two thousand one hundred Men to [be] distinguished by the Names 
of the 1st, ad & 3rd Battalions. 

Each Battallion to have Seven Companies; the first Company to consist 
of the Major as Captain one Lieutenant who is to be Captain Lieutenant, 
one Ensign—Subalterns as many as are necessary, the Remainder to be the 
Private Men so as to make the Company One Hundred Men in all Officers 
included. 

The other Six Companies of each Battalion to consist each of one Captain, 
one Lieutenant, one Ensign—Subalterns & Private Men as the first Com¬ 
pany. 

The Cavalry to consist of two Companies, each of which to have its 
Captain, two Lieutenants, Two Cornets, as many Subalterns as are neces¬ 
sary; the Remainder to be private Men so as to make each Company One 
Hundred Men in all Officers included. 

The Artillery to consist of three Companies [each] of which to have its 
Captain, two Lieutenants, [two] Lieutenant Fire Workers, as many Subal¬ 
terns as are necessary; the Remainder to be private Men so as to make each 
Company One Hundred Men in all Officers included. 

The Seapoys are to be formed into four Battalions of one thousand Men 
in each all Officers included to be distinguished by the Names of the ist, 
and, 3rd & 4th Battalions. 

Each Battalion to be commanded by one Captain, One Lieutenant 
and one Ensign who are to be Europeans, and such a Number of Indian 
Officers as shall be necessary. 

The Military Force upon the beforegoing Plan will We hope be fully 
sufficient to answer every good purpose, it is therefore forthwith to be carried 
into execution as nearly as possible & a.s Circumstances will admit of. If 
any deviations therefrom shall be found really necessary you will give us your 
Reasons very fully that We may be satisfied no Alteration is made that can 
possibly be avoided. The pay is to be continued upon ffie present Establish¬ 
ment, & you are to observe, that the Majors are to receive Fifteen Shillings 
a day which includes both the Pay of Major & Captain. 

66. The Number of Recruits We send out this Season for your Presi- 
■dency & thut of Fort St. George together with those you will receive from 
Bombay m consequence of what is mentioned in a preceding Part of this 
Letter We would have divided as nearly upon an Equality between the two 
Presidencies as can be conveniently done, & the Presidttit & Obandl 
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at Fort St. George have directions to forward the proportion to you accor¬ 
dingly, as We have put the Military System at that Presidency exactly upon 
the same Plan as yours. 

67. We have appointed Captains Robert Fletcher, [.] Woodward & 

J(^ Graham to be Captains upon your Establishment, & they proceed 
accordmgly on the'Ships this Season. 

68. As the Military Recruits you will receive according to the before¬ 
going Information will form the greatest part of a Battalion it is upon that 
Account We send out the said three Gentlemen as Captains who are to be 
appointed to that Corps accordingly unless you shall with the Advice of 
General Caillaud Judge it may be more for the good of the Service to fix them 
in one of the other Battalions. 

69. Should you want more Officers in the Rank of Captains, you will 
take the Opinion of General Caillaud & promote such persons who are 
already in Our Service having a strict regard to their Rank, Abilities & 
Character. 

70. If on the other hand it shall happen that you have more Companies 
& consequently Captains than are wanting according to Our beforegoing 
Regulations, in such case upon the Death or otherwise of any of them such 
Company is to drop and the remaining Officers & Men are to be incorporated 
in the other Corps. 

71. John Carnac Esqr. Our present Major at your Presidency is to 
be the Major of the first Battalion, [and] the Captains Peter Carstairs and 
Randfurlie Knox are to be the other two Majors, the first named of whom 
is as such to command the Second Battalion & the other the [third ]. 

72. Captn. Robert Fletcher one of the Gentlemen We have as before- 
mentioned appointed a Captain has greatly distinguished himself as an 
Officer in Our Troops upon the Fort St. George Establishment and parti¬ 
cularly upon the taking of Manilha, We have thought proper to give him a 
Brevet to take Rank as Major & as such he is to have the Provisional 
Command & Care of the Recruits now going out to form a Battalion at 
your Presidency until their Arrival in Bengal. 

73. If upon Capt. Fletcher’s Arrival in Bengal either Major Carnac, 
Major Carstairs or Major Knox shall be dead or come away or whenever 
a Vacancy happens by the Death or otherwise of any of those Gentlemen 
then Capt. Fletcher is to succeed to a Majority & rank next below the 
Survivors of them, from which time he is to have the Pay of Major, it being 
Our meaning that until he so succeeds he is to receive Pay as Captain only 
from the time of his Arrival. 

74. Having considered whh the greatest Attention every cirgtumtanee 
of your Proceedings with respect to the Allegation against CoU. Cailiaud 
for consenting to a proposal of the late Nabob Jaffir Ally Khan to cause the 
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Shawzadah to be seized or cut off, We are unanimously of Opinion that he 
stands honourably acquitted of any Design or Intention upon or against the 
Life of that Prince. 

75. Being satisfied of the great Utility of having an Officer of Character 
& Rank to command all Our Military Forces in the East Indies next below 
Major General Lawrence, & to succeed to the Chief Command in case 
of a vacancy by the Decease or coming away of that Gentleman, We have 
fixed upon John Caillaud Esqr. for these purposes as likewise to command 
Our Forces upon the Bengal Establishment. As this Gentleman is so well 
known for his Abilities, good Conduct & long and faithful Services, We 
think Ourselves happy in engaging him again, & in order to give him more 
Weight, His Majesty from a Sense of his many gallant Services has been 
most graciously pleased to grant him a Commission of Brigadier General in 
the East Indies. 

Upon Brigadier Genl. Caillaud’s Arrival therefore in the East Indies 
We do hereby order & direct, 

That he is to be the Commander of all the Company’s Forces at their 
several Presidencies in the East Indies next in Rank to Major General 
Lawrence. 

That he be employed in the said Station wherever & whenever his 
Presence shall be necessary & wanted for the Company’s Service. 

That he is forthwith to proceed to the Presidency at Fort William in 
Bengal where he is to have the Command of all the Company’s Forces at that 
Presidency. 

That in case of the Decease or coming away of Major General Lawrence 
then the said Brigadier General Caillaud is to succeed as Commander-in- 
Chief of all the Company’s Forces at the several Presidencies in the East 
Indies in as full & ample manner & with the same Power & Authority 
as General Lawrence now enjoys the same. 

That however in either Station of Second or Chief in Command he is 
o be subject to the Orders and Directions of the Governour & Council of 
ich Presidency where he shall happen to be during the whole time of his 
ontinuance in the Company’s Service. 

That on acc junt of his long Experience in and general Knowledge 
. the Company’s Affairs he is to have a constant Seat & Voice at the Council 
Board and at all Committees at Fort William, or at any other of the Company’s 
Presidencies wherever he shall happen to be. 

That his Seat at such Council Board or Committees is to be next below 
the Govprnour except when General Lawrence shall happen to be present 
who is then to be next the Governour, & Genl. Caillaud is to take Rank 
next below General Lawrence. 
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That altho* Genl. Caillaud is to have a Seat in the Council Board or 
Committees in the manner beforementioned it is meant that he is not 
to succeed to the Government at any of the Company’s Presidencies on any 
account or pretence whatsoever as upon any Vacancy in the Government 
the same is to be filled up by & confined to one of Our Civil Servants 
according to the Custom of the Company which is to be the next in standing 
below Genl. Caillaud, unless We have given or shall give any Orders to the 
contrary. 

That Gksnl. Caillaud as Second in Command of all the Company’s Forces 
in India, & Chief Commander in Bengal as beforementioned be allowed 
a Salary of Five Hundred pounds a Year to commence upon his Arrival in 
Bengal. 

That in consideration of his many eminent past Services & the Rank 
he bears in His Majesty’s Service he be allowed the further Sum of Five 
Hundred pounds a year by way of Gratuity. 

That in case of his succeeding to the Chief Command on the decease or 
coming away of Genl. Lawrence as beforementioned he is then to have the 
same Allowance [as] that Gentleman vizt. Fifteen Hundred pounds a Year 
Seven hundred & fifty whereof is considered as Salary and the other Seven 
hundred and fifty as a Gratuity for his extraordinary past Services, which last 
therefore is to be continued to Genl Caillaud for the like reason. 

And here We think proper to draw a Line and to declare it is Our Will 
& Pleasure that no future Chief in Command shall have a larger Appoint¬ 
ment than seven Hundred & fifty Pounds a Year in full for Salary and Gra¬ 
tuity, or a Second than Five hundred pounds a Year. 

We further order & direct that Genl. Caillaud’s Travelling Expences 
& Expences in the Field be borne by the Company in which all the Frugality 
is recommended that is consistent with the Service. 

That he be provided with an House or Apartment in Bengal suitable to 
his Rank if he had one before, and at Fort St. George be put upon the like 
footing in this respect as Genl. Lawrence. 

You are to take Notice that the beforementioned Allowances are to be 
in full consideration for all the said Genl. Caillaud’s Services as well Civil 
as Military. 

76. We last Season appointed Mr. Isaac Tullie an Ensign upon your 
Establishment Wc now think proper to give him the Option of being a Lieu¬ 
tenant upon the Fort St. George Establishment, if therefore he should pro¬ 
ceed thi[ther] he is to succeed as a Lieutenant upon the first Vacancy that 
shall happen after his Arrival, & you are to give [him] notice of tJte same. 

77. Mr. Benjamin Wroe who has been some time an Officer in one of 
His Majesty’s Troops of Light Horse proceeds to Bengal in one of the Ships 
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of this Season as a Cadet to be preferr’d in the Corps of Horse upon your Esta¬ 
blishment when a Vacancy happens, you are tiKerefore to promote him accor¬ 
dingly upon the first Vacancy therein after his Arrival. 

78. Besides the Writers already named for your Presidency We have 
thought proper to appoint William Maxwell who is to be stationed the last 
upon the List of those appointed this Season vizt. the next below Thomas 
Ridley; he takes his Passage from the Island Madeira on one of the Ships 
which are to call there. 

79. Since writing the beforegoing We have taken into Our consideration 
the most effectual & speedy Method for supplying Our Settlements upon 
the West Coast with Slaves & We have thereupon fixed upon two Ships 
for that purpose vizt. the Fort William Capt. Edward Roach and the Success 
Capt. David Crichton let for 350 Tons each to proceed from hence to Mada¬ 
gascar to purchase as many as can be procured & the said Ships conveniently 
carry who are to be delivered by the Captains of those Ships to Our Agents 
at Fort Marlboro’ at the Rate of £15 a. Head for so many as shall appear to 
be on board at the time of their departure from Madagascar. It is purposed 
that they shall be dispatched from Madagascar the 30th of November at 
furthest, We give you this notice by way of general Information only as 
We shall acquaint you with Particulars by a future Conveyance. You will 
observe that if this Voyage proves successful there will be no occasion for send¬ 
ing the Admiral Watson to Madagascar. 

80. As upon the Arrival of the said Slaves at Fort Marlboro’ there will 
be wanting an Additional Stock [of] Provisions you will therefore take care 
that as Conveyances offer the necessary Supplies are sent thither as likewise 
of what Piece Goods may be proper for their Cloathing. 

81. Altho* We have not received any Letter from You since that which 
bore date the 14th Febry. 1763 which gave us some general Account of very 
disagreeable Altercations with the Nabob, yet Private Advices have been 
received which take Notice that the Nabob having made repeated Complaints 
of the notorious Abuse of Dustlcks by which he lost great part of his Customs, 
and having obtained no Redress he at once overset the Company’s Servants 
by declaring all Goods Custom free so that their Dusticks are of no Use. Un¬ 
willing as We always [are] to place too much Confidence in private Informa¬ 
tions, these are too important to pass unnoticed. If what is aK[eged?’]is fact it is 
natural to think 'hat the Nabob tired out disgusted with the Ill Usage he has 
received has taken extraordinary Measure, finding that his Authority and 
Government are set at nought & trampled upon by unprecedented Behaviour 
of Our Servants & the Age[nts] employed by them in the several Parts of the 
Nabob’s Dominions. If We are right in Our Conjecture We positively direct 
as you value Our Service that you do immediately acquaint the Nabob in the 
Company’s Name that We disapprove of every Measure which has bMn [taken] 
in real prejudice to his Audiority & Government particuflalry] with rcspcc^ 
to the wrongii^ him in his Revenues by shameful Abuse of Dustidks, & you 
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Are further to inform him that We look upon his & the Company's Interest to 
be so connected that We wish for nothing more than to have every thing put 
on such a footing that the utmost harmony may be promoted & kept up 
between us. 

82. In order to promote diis Harmony you are most heartily & seriously 
to take under your Consideration every real Grievance the Nabob lays under, 
to redress them to the utmost of your Power & prevent such Abuses in future, 
& with respect to the Article of Dusticks in particular you are hereby 
positively directed to confine this Privilege as nearly as possible to the Terms 
granted in the Phirmaunds, and you are to give the Nabob all the Assistance 
you can to re-instate him in the full power of collecting and receiving his 
Revenues which as Subah he is justly entitled to. 

83. We are impatient for your next Advices that We may be informed 
of your Proceedings with respect to this important Affair, & that We may 
give you Our Sentiments thereupon in a more full & explicit manner which 
We hope will be before the dispatch of Our last Letters this Season. 

84. In Our Letter of the 17th December 1762 We acquainted you We 
had restored Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell to the Company’s Service in the 
Rank & Station he stood at the time of his dismission that is to say in Council 
next below Mr. Me. Gwire, but as Mr. Playdell was upon his Voyage to Eng¬ 
land before Our Said Lre. reach’d Bengal, he returns to his said Station upon 
one of the Ships of this Season & upon his Arrival he is to take his Seat at 
the Boaud agreeable to Our beforementioned directions. 

85. It is with real pleasure We have received from Our President & 
Council at Fort St. George an Account of the Gallant defence of Capt. Thos. 
Howe of the Winchelsea in an Engagement with two French Ships of War in 
Janr’y last off Hughley River; his Behaviour on this occasion having fully 
shewn how worthy he is of the good Opinion We have always entertained 
of him, the Court of Directors have unanimously resolved that their Thanks be 
given to Captn. Howe for his said Gallant Behaviour of which you are to in¬ 
form him if he shall happen to be at your Presidency, or any where within 
reach of a Letter. 

86. Mr. Thomas Bunce proceeds upon one of the ships of this Season 
bound to your Presidency in order to be an Ensign in Our Troops upon the 
Bengal Establishment, you are therefore upon his Arrival to give him a Com¬ 
mission as such upon the first Vacancy in any of the Corps, in the mean time 
until such Vacancy happens he is to receive Pay and Rank & do Duty as an 
Ensign wherever you shall think proper to employ him. 

87. We hereby order and direct that your Select Committee be composed 
of the following Persons Vizt. 

Henry Van Sittart Esqr. President or the President for th<? time being 

Brigadier General John Gaillaud 
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Peter Axnyatt Esqr. 

Mr. John Spencer 
Mr. William MacGwire 
Mr. Warren Hastings 

And Whenever by Death or otherwise the said Committee is reduced 
under the Number of Six, the Vacancies are to be filled up by the remaining 
Members of the said Committee with such Person or Persons as they shall think 
fit. 

We are 

Your Loving Friends 

John Dorrien/Lau. Sulivan/Ghas. Cutts/J. 
Purling/Wm. Snell/Richd. Warner /Fredk. 
Pigou/Wm. Webber/ G. Rooke / John 
London Harrison/John Manship/John Browne/ 

30th Decemr. 1763. Hy. Crabb Boulton/Ghristr. Baron/Robt. 

Reed & fin Cons, the 26 July "I Burrow/Hen. Hadley/Timothy Tullie/Charles 
Read \ 1764 Pub Dept. J Chambers. 
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LETTER DATED i JANUARY 1760 

Aions. M&racin manages io sail for Pondicherry. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

Since writing the enclos’d of the 29th Ulto. We have the pleasure to ad¬ 
vise you that the Ajax and Houghton are safely arrived and by advices rec’d 
from Mr. Rogers our Resident at Cuttack we learn that Monsieur 
Moracin with the French Party which has for some time past been at Gangam 
in a most distress’d condition^ has found means to Embark on two Vessells and 
We presume are sailed for Pondicherry from whence We conclude Capt. 
Fischer* with the Detachment under his Command are not far from Ganjam. 
We hope therefore in our next address to acquaint you of their near approach 
to Bengali. 


Fort William May it please your Honors 

Janry ist, 1760. &ca. 

[Per Calcutta & Hardwicke] 

[Overland Via Bussorah] 
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LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1760 


Shipping news. 


To the Hon’ble the Court of 'Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


May it please your Honors 

Agreeable to what we wrote you in our Address of the 29th Ulto. We now 
send the Denham Capt. Tryon to Fort Marlborough in order to be fill’d up with 
Pepper and finally to be dispatch’d from thence to your Honors. We have 
Laden on her Two thousand Five hundred bags of Saltpetre amounting as Pr 
Invoice and Bill of Lading enclos’d to CRs. 23,870—exclusive of sundry Stores 
ConsignM the Deputy Governour and Council of thaii Settlement 
conformable to the Indents received from thence amounting to CRs. 
12,684-5-6 and the usual stores for the Island of St. Helena. 



250 


LETTER TO COURT 


Your Ships the Calcutta & Hardwick were Dispatch’d to you from 
Kedgeree the 7th Instant with full Cargoes and We hope the Royal George 
will follow them some time in this Month and the Duke of Dorset some time in 
Febry. each ^^^ith full Loadings. The Stormont is now under Dispatch for 
Bombay with 3»oou Bags of Saltpetre and the Houghton will shortly follow her 
with near the same quantity. The Oxford will sail for Madrass in a very few 
days to be dispatch’d from thence and the Ajax to Bencoolen to take in the 
remainder of the Pepper. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you that by advices receiv’d overland 
a few days since from Bombay We learn that the Godolphin, Harcourt, Griffin 
and Clinton were safely arriv’d there. 

Fort William We are, 

Janry. 21st 1760. May it please your Honors 

[Per The Denham Via Bencoolen] &ca. 
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LETTER DATED 24 JANUARY 1760 


Treasure and rice for Fort St. George. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 


Enclos’d you will receive Duplicate of our Address Pr Denham under 
date the 21st Instant Agreeable to which We now send the Oxford to Madrass 
to be fill’d up and finally Dispatch’d to your Honors having Laden on her 
Sundry Goods consign’d to you amounting as P Invoice and Bill of Lading 
to CRs. [.]. 

On this Ship we likewise send Twenty Chests of Treasure & [.] 

Bags of Rice for the use of the Presidency of Fort St. George and sundry 
Stores for the Island of St. Helena. 

We heartily wish her a safe and speedy Passage, being with great respect 


Fort William 
Janry. 24th 1760. 

[Ptf The Oxford Via Madrass] 


May it please your Honors 
& ca. 
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LETTER DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1760 

Shipping news—gunpowder works not to be shifted from Perrin's Garden — Clive's 
intention of quitting the Government—reasons for deporting Frenchmen from Chandemagore 
to Pondicherry—monopoly over saltpetre at Patna — Company's servants forbidden to 
hold lands—bills of exchange — Coote's victory at Wandiwash—present from Mir 
Jafar. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble 

United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

[i.] Having wrote you under the Establish’d heads by the Calcutta and sent 
Duplicate thereof by the Hardwick We now enclose Triplicate of the same and 
shall proceed to give you an account of our transactions since the departure of 
those Ships and reply more fully to such parts of your Commands of 23d. 
March as were then omitted or but slightly touched on in the above mention’d 
Address. 

2. By the report of our Master Attendant We learn that the Calcutta and 

Hardwick were dispatch’d by him from Kedjeree the 7th Ulto.—The Den¬ 
ham Sail’d for Bencoolen the 29th Ulto.—As did the Oxford for Madrass the 
[.] instant in order to be fill’d up and finally dispatch’d to your Honors. 

3. The Duke of Dorset having suffer’d so much in the late Action with the 

Dutch that she could not be properly Repair’d in time to proceed to Bombay 
We came to a lesolution of stationing the Stormont to that Presidency in 
her stead and determin’d that she should proceed directly to Europe with the 
remainder of the Investments—The Stormont accordingly Sail’d for Bombay 
the [....] Instant with 3,000 Baggs of Salt Petre and some Grain and will 
shortly be follow’d by the Houghton with 2,000 Baggs of Petre and a further 
supply of Grain—The Ajax will proceed for Bencoolen in a few days with 
3,000 Baggs of Salt Petre in order tot be fill’d up Pepper and dispatch’d 

from hence to your Honors. 

4. The Board taking into consideration the Master Attendant’s Report 
of the Conduct of John Cheworth the Pylot of the Stretham when she ran 
ashore and it appearing that he was unpardonably culpable We determin’d 
to dismiss him the Company’s Service and that he should proceed to Europe in 
one of the Ships now under dispatch, if his present ill state of health does not 
prevent him. 

5. The Company having a considerable Ballance in their han|is due to the 
European Sufferers by the Capture of Calcutta in June 1756 We agreed to 
advance them 12 J Pr Cent in part of the Interest due on their establish’d 
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Claims but have order’d that no demands exceeding Two thousand Rupe« 
shall be paid in ready money but in Interest Bonds or Bills of Exchange the 
former not to bear Interest till the 15th Instant. 

6. We have before advis’d you of our intentions of removing the Powder 
Works from Perrin’s Gardens* to a spot belonging to Petumberseat and had 
accordingly given the necessary Orders for its being carried into Execution— 
but Mr. Martin Gostelly who has for some time past been employ’d in making 
the Powder having the 28th Ulto. laid before iis a List of several new Buildings 
which would be necessary for carrying on this business by which it appears that 
changing the spot would be attended with immense Expence and We finding 
likewise from the Report of the Engineer and Officer of Artillery enter’d 
after that days Consultation that the Powder does not turn out according to our 
expectations We came to a resolution to put an immediate stop to the new 
Buildings and directed Mr. Gostelly to continue the making the Powder at 
Perrin’s Garden—and at the same time determin’d to use every precaution in 
our power for the security of it there. 

7. Immediately after the dispatch of the Calcutta and Hardwicke Co¬ 
lonel Clive set out for Muxadabad in order to take his leave of the Nabob and 
on his return laid before us a Letter of the 23rd Ultimo enter’d after that days 
Consultation signifying his intention of quitting the Government and proceed¬ 
ing to Europe on the Royal George—our reply to which will appear in 
our proceedings of the Q8th Ultimo. 

8. The Memorial of Facts with respect to our disputes with the Dutch 
referr’d to [in] our Letter of 29th December not being finish’d in time to be 
sent by the Calcutta We now enlcose it and beg leave to be referr’d to that 
and to Colonel Clive for Authentick Vouchers of those Facts. 

9. We shall pay due regard to your caution of not freighting Salt Petre 
on private Ships and in future studiously avoid puting you to that Expence 
when there is not the most urgent necessity for it. 

10. Your Orders respecting the adjusting the Accounts of damage and 
short delivery with the Commanders of your Ships by valuing the Rupee 
at the Current Exchange allow’d the Gompanys Covenanted Servants shall 
in future be strictly obey’d. 

11. On the best information We have been able to acquire with respect 
to Capt. Meard’s demand on the behalf of his Owners We are induced to believe 
his claim is just as uo allowance has been made him here on that Account. 

12. We shall in future pay a due regard to the 22d. Paragraph of your 
Letter of 23d. March 1759 with respect to the Gratuitys to be given the Sea¬ 
men on any immergency[jw]but hope We shall not incur your displeasure by hav 
ing rewarded the Seamen & Petty Officers of the Calcutta Duke of Dorset and 
Hardwick fpr their gallant behaviour in the late Action against the Dutch as 
the very being of the Settlement in a great measure depended on the iqpirit^ 
shewn by them qn that occasion. 
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13. Altho* tiie then Govemour & Council may be accusM of want of 
Attention to l^e Company’s Interest in sending the Directore Goimcil & 
Inhabitants of Ghandernagore away at so large an Expence We could 
never have conceiv’d the design itself wouM have been Deem’d impolitica 
We know not in what Lights this Affair may have been represented at home 
but to Us your Govemour and Coimcil as well as to every Inhabitant of 
Calcutta it appears that if so considerable a Body of [the] French had been 
suffer’d to remain in Bengali it might have given encouragement to a much 
more dangerous attempt than that lately made by the Dutch in short 
whilt; there are any French left to inspire sentiments of their strength and 
Abilities to introduce an Arm’d force to recover their former Possessions 
in these Provinces our Interest and Influence must be diminish’d in the Eyes 
of the Government and We apprehend by sending them to Pondicherry 
they cannot so well circulate any of these Reports so very injurious to the 
Affairs of the East India Company. We might further add that if the 
French were really in a condition to make an attempt upon Bengali nothing 
could be more likely to insure Success than the intelligence and assistance 
underhand of so many of their Countrymen upon the spot and We may 
venture to assure your Honors the Expedition under Admiral Watson and 
Colonel Clive would have infallibly miscarried but for the Assistance receiv’d 
from the small Colony at Fultah*. We cannot however take upon us to 
defend the terms of the Contract for the Ship Restitution but in compliance 
with your Orders are to inform you the Owners were Messrs. Roger Drake 
and John Durand—We beg leave to assure you that in future all material 
Contracts of this nature shall be discuss’d before the Board and the tenor 
of the 23d Paragraph of your Commands on this subject fully complied with* 

14. Our endeavours have been fruitless in obtaining such satisfactory 
information as you require with respect to the Cargoe provided here for the 
Portugeese Ship call’d the Neustna Senhora Dos Prazeres but the Goods 
were in general purchas’d at such very high prices that your Agents here 
would by no means have been justified had they bought them on Account 
the Company. 

15. The large Investments sent you last Season and what you will 
receive by the Ships of this -Season will We hope manifest our 
unwearied endeavours to comply with your recommendation in the 37th 
Paragraph of your Orders receiv’d this Year. We doubt not being able to 
dispatch the Duke of Dorset directly for Europe with a full Cargoe by the 
25th Instant at furthest and as We have reason to expect the Godolphin 
from Bombay in May or June We purpose if possible sending her directly 
to you with a full Loading in July or August deeming it hazardous in the 
present unsettled state of Affairs to keep any surplus quantity of Goods on 
hand when We have any possible and eligible means of embarking them 
for Europe, 

16. Part of the Raw Silk provided by Mr. Watts at Radnagur is now 
forwarded to you on thki Ship. On iti bein^ inspected in the Warehouse it 
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turn’d out very good but so high priced that We are determin’d to suspend 
purchasing any more of that sortment till We receive your further Orders 
on the Subject. On this occasion We cannot avoid doing Mr. Watts the 
justice to observe that the Silk provided by him is greatly superior to that 
purchas’d by the Gomastahs at that Aurung. 

17. You were last Year advis’d of the exclusive Purwannah We had 
obtain’d for the purchase of Salt Petre at Patna and the prospect of the great 
advantages that were to be expected from thence and the re-establishment 
of that Factory. We doubt not the permanency of those advantages to the 
Company unless that Country should continue to be the Seat of War as it 
IS now and was last Year by the Invasion of the Shawzadah. 

18. As We before intimated in the Gad Paragraph of our Address by the 
Calcutta your Commands with respect to the Sale of the Lands shall be 
obeyed but after the most mature consideration think it our Duty to represent 
to you that as the positive prohibition you have laid your Covenant Ser¬ 
vants under will amount also to a Prohibition of their being Bidders at the 
Sale of the Purgunnahs We cannot help being of Opinion that it will be the 
cause of a confederacy amongst the black Bidders at the next Sale of the 
Purgunnahs and thereby greatly reduce the value of them when they are 
resold at the expiration of the present term as you will have full time to give 
your ultimate Orders on this subject before that period will elapse We 
request you will take this your Prohibition into your further consideration. 

19. A Resident at Cuttack has hitherto been necessary for the Commu¬ 
nication of intelligence from the Party in the Deccan but as We see no ad¬ 
vantages that will arise from his continuing there after our Party leaves 
that Country We purpose ordering him to return to Calcutta. 

20. To what We have said on the subject of the 5 Pr Cent Commission 
suppos’d to be given the Commissioners of Restitution® We must add that 
they have neither received that nor any other pecuniary consideration 
whatever. 

21. We had in consequence of your Commands of the 3d. March 1758 
and long before the receipt of your Orders of 23d. March 1759 desisted from 
our Scheme of Erecting a Fortification at Byrampore. The Materials 
which were provided for that purpose have since been sent down and made 
use of in the new Citadel. 

22. It has been signified to the Servants mention’d in the List enclos’d 
in your Packet Pr Prince Henry that they must write to their friends to enter 
into fresh Securities for them agreeable to their several ranks which they have 
accordingly done by these ships. 

23. In our Address under date the 29th December you were advis’d 
We had appointed a Committee to examine into the Claims on the Company 
on accoimt the Debt at Interest in June 1756 which Statement was accord¬ 
ingly laid bef0re us the 15th Ultimo and is enter’d after that days 
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Consultation In consequence of which We order’d publication to be made 
that every One who had any demand on the Company for Bonds lost at the 
Capture should send into us the particulars of their Claims—a List of which 
demands shall be transmitted you by the Duke of Dorsett with our remarks 
thereon. 

24. Taking the gSd. Paragraph with respect to Deepchund’s Deposit 
into consideration on the 31st Ultimo We agreed to lay the demand before 
the Commissioners of Restitution which has been done accordingly and shall 
transmit you their determination thereon as soon as We receive it. We arc 
sensible this should have been done sooner but a variety of business together 
with the troubles with the Dutch which have lately intervened has put it 
out of our power. 

25. 'Fhe business of the Gompanys Servants being greatly multiplied 
the Zemidarry &ca. being branch’d into so many parts We take the liberty 
to recommend it to you to encrease the number of your Covenanted Ser¬ 
vants on this Establishment. 

26. The several Books and Papers sent us last Year and this [w] have 
prov’d highly servicable in regulating the General Books but We must 
observe they must still remain incomplete for want of Copies of the Invoices of 
Goods sent out of Europe Anno 1755. 

27. Your sentiments of Mr. Douglas his Conduct [jicj with respect to the 
Payment of the Gompanys Bond to him has been communicated to him and 
he will accordingly proceed to Europe on the Ajax. 

28. By the detention of Colonel Coote at Madrass We have no possibi¬ 
lity of putting in execution your Orders from the loist to the 106th Para¬ 
graphs of your Letter Pr Prince Henry relative to the standing Garrison 
and Tro Dps of this Presidency but We must inform you that if that Gentle¬ 
man should come down here with his Regiment whilst Affairs remain in the 
present unsettled state We cannot help thinking it would be directly opposite 
to the true Interest of the Company to reduce the Garrison. We must beg 
leave to remark that neither the Troops by this Appointment nor the Arti¬ 
llery or Military Stores in general We are in possession of will be adequate to 
the defence of our extensive Fortifications for the latter Articles We must 
refer to Capt. Brohier’s Indents, and as to the former We are the more 
solicitous from being convinced by the Subah’s late conduct during our 
disputes with the Dutch* that no further faith or confidence is to be placed in 
this Government but what a respectable force can exact from them. 

29. As soon as Capt. Fischer returns with his party We shall as much 
as in our power reduce the heavy charge of the Seapoys by discharging as 
many as the service will admit of—and as the conveyances by Sea have mis¬ 
carried and We have thereby been disappointed of receiving the Accounts 
of that Expedition We must defer transmitting them to you ’till* Mr. John¬ 
stone arrives which we hope will be before tlie departure of the Duke of 
Dorset. 

20 
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30. In consequence of your orders regular Muster Rolls of every Com¬ 
pany on this Establishment are now enclos’d for your information. 

31. For your further satisfaction with respect to the enquiry into the 
Affair of Kissendass® We beg leave to refer you to Colonel Clive’s Letter to 
this Board under date the 23d. Ultimo and the solemn Attestation of 
Kissendass on that subject enter’d after that days proceedings. 

32. Capt. Brook Samson of the Hardwick having behav’d much to our 
satisfaction on the Expedition to Ganjam and since his return into the River 
We take the liberty to recommend him to your Honor’s notice and favor. 

33. By the Calcutta and Hardwick We drew simdry Setts of Bills of 
Exchange on your Honors before the receipt of your late Orders on this sub¬ 
ject at 2s-3d Pr. Current Rupee amounting to CRs. 6589,567-10 or ^C^trg. 
77,596-19! and afterwards several Setts more at 2s-3jdPr. Current Rupee 
Amoimting to CRs. or :iCStrg [....] but as it is probable the Royal George may 
arrive with you before those Ships We have omitted inserting the particulars of 
the Bills drawn by them in the Triplicate letter now sent lest you might be 
distress’d by not having the Cargoes of those Ships to answer so large a 
demand as would be made on you on this Account. We have by this Ship 
drawn on you the following Setts of Bills payable at Qs-3^d Pr. Current 


Rupee three hundred and Sixty five days after sight free of Interest 
to CRs. [.] or £Stg. [. ] 

CRs. 

One Sett to Richard Becher Esqr. Account 
the Estate of Mr. John Bonjonier De¬ 
ceas’d payable to Mrs. Catherina Johanna 

amounting 

£St. 

Bonjonier for .... . 

One Do. to Mr. John Donnellon payable to 

1 . 734 - 3-9 

198-14-3 

Anthony Mallone Esqr. for 

One Do. to Doctor George Gray payable to 
Messrs. George Gray Robert Gray and 
Thomas Mylne or either of their Orders 

2 . 534 -^ 5-6 

290- 9-3 

for ...... . 

One Do. to Mr. Richard Dean payable to 

15,000-0-0 

1,718-15-0 

Mr. William Dean for . . . , 

One Do. to Mr. Joseph Gething payable to 

872-11-9 

I00-0-0 

Sr. Joseph Sr. 7 . homas Hankey and Go. for 
One Do. to Mr. Thoiras Cooke payable to 

279-4-6 

32-0-0 

George Mandevillc Esqr. for . 

One Do. to Do. payable to George Barne 

1 . 745 - 7-3 

200-0-0 

Esqr. for . . • . . . 

One Do. to Do. account Mr. Richard Dou- 

610-14-6 

70-0-0 

glass payable to William Miller Esqr. for 

5,785-11-6 

662-18-11 
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One Sett to Mr. Culling Smith payable to 
Messrs. Richd. Becher Luke Scraflon and 


William Forth for .... 

21,850*0-0 

2 . 503 -t 2 -ii 

One Do. to Capt. Jeremiah Heffemam paya^ 
blc to Edward Holden Cruttenden Esqr. 
for 

436-5-9 

50-0-0 

One Do. to Lieut. Thomas Cockran payable 
to Messrs. Henry and Robert Drummond 
for ...... . 

11,508-0-0 

172-15-10 

One Do. to Mr. John Hackett payable to 
Messrs. Martin Stone and Blackwell for . 

872-11-9 

100-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Charles Douglass on his own 
Account payable to Messrs. Samuel Bennett 
Smith and Henry Allen for . 

17,500-0-0 

2,005-4-2 

One Do. to Mr. Herbert Pyefinch payable to 
Mr. John Davidson Junr. 

436-5-9 

50-0-0 

One Do. to J. Z. Holwell Esqr. Account Mr. 
Francis Sykes payable to Richard Becher 
and William Nixon Esqrs. for 

37,261-8-3 

4,269-11-0 

One Do. to William Billers Esqr. payable tc 
Thomas Walker Esqr. for 

1,000-0-0 

114-11-8 

One Do. to Mr John Lowis payable to Capt. 
Thos. Lewis for ..... 

1 . 959 - 14-3 

224-11-5 

One Do. to Mr. John Zachariah Kiernander 
payable to John Ward Esqr. for 

523-10-3 

60-0-0 

One Do. to William Fullerton Esqr. Account 
Peter Amyatt Esqr. payable to William 
Bar well Esqr. for ..... 

1 . 745 - 7-3 

200-0-0 

One Do. to Do. Account Do. payable to 
William Fullerton Esqr. for . 

8,727-4-3 

1,000-0-0 

One Do. to Do. Account John Sullivan 
payable to Mr. William Nixon for 

7.693-3-0 

881-10-3 

One Do. to Do. payable to Mr. George 
Macaily for ..... 

1.474-8-0 

168-19-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
payable to John Hallett Esqr. for . 

14,676-0-0 

1,681-12-6 

One Do. to Mr. Henry Lushington payable 
to Roger Altham Esqr. and the Reverend 

Mr. Henry Lushington or either of their 
Orders for . 

5,500-0-0 

630-4-2 
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One Sett to Mr. Abraham Gee payable to 
Mr. Charles Hay for . . . . 

GRs. 

500-0-0 

£St. 

57 - 5 -*o 

One Do. to Mr. Samuel Waller payable to 
Messrs. James Adams, Henry Brougham 
and William Waller for ... 

*5i7o9-*-6 

1,800-0-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
payable to the Reverend Doctor John 
Sumner and Mr. Robert Sumner 
for . . . . ^ . 

19,200-0-0 

2,200-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Bartholemew Plaisted pay¬ 
able to Capt. Lorenzo Collins for . 

492-1-6 

56-7-9 

One Do. to Do. payable to Capt. Richard 
Allwright for .... . 

3 » 93 i- 3-3 

450-9-0 

One Do. to Samuel Waller payable to Messrs. 
James Adams, Henry Brougham and Wil¬ 
liam Waller for . 

21,818-3-0 

2,500-0-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
payable to the Reverend Dr. John Sum¬ 
ner and Mr. Robert Sumner for 

i3>o9o-i4-6 

1,500-0-0 

One Do. to Messrs. Culling Smith and 
Anselm Beaumont payable to Roger Drake 
Beeston Long and Roger Drake Junr. 
Esqrs. for ..... . 

7,902-4-9 

905-9-5 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of 
Nicholas Clarembault Deceas’d payable 
to Messrs. Benjamin Longuet and Joseph 
Guinand for ..... 

51 7 - 1-9 

59 - 5-0 

One Do. to Francis Forde Esqr. Account the 
Estate of Capt. Wolfgang Molitore paya¬ 
ble to Francis Forde Esqr. for 

9,480-9-0 

i ,086-6-3 

One Do. to Padre Francisco D’ Assumpeas 
payable to himself or Order for 

i» 745 - 7-3 

200-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. John Tole payable to himself 
or Order for ..... 

2,618-3-0 

300-0-0 

One Sett to Capt. George Lindsey payable to 
Charles Raymond Esqr. for . 

8,727-4-3 

1,000-0-0 

One Do. to Hon’ble Robert Clive Esqr. paya¬ 
ble to himself or Order for . 

13*963-10-3 

1,600-0-0 

One Do. to Capt. George Beamish payable 
to himself or Order for . 

21,600-0-0 

2,475-0-0 

One Do. to Capt. Bernard Forrester payable 
to Messrs. Grindon and Ferguson for . 

17*454-8-6 

2,000-0-0 
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34. By advices lately received from Capt. Fischer the Commander in 
Chief of our Forces in the Deccan We hear that the French Party which We 
before advis’d you had left Vizagapatam had embark’d for Pondicherry on 
two Brigantines and a Sloop but that they proving leakey they were under the 
necessity of running one of the Brigzintines and the Sloop ashore—by this meant 
about One hundred Europeans and Four hundred Seapoys were landed at 
a place called Kakeinara. Capt. Fischer having intelligence of their being 
Landed march’d towards them with the utmost expedition and coming up 
with them the next day had the good fortime to disperse the whole Party 
by killing some few and taking Prisoners betwixt Fifteen and Twenty Officers 
and Private Men. The Marquis De Pouet the Commander of the French 
Party who had not disembark’d sail’d that Evening out of the Road. The 
finishing stroke being thus put to the influence of the French in that part of 
the Country Capt. Fischer writes he hopes shortly to proceed to us with his 
Party and to leave every thing in perfect tranquility—he further informs us 
that Colonel Coote had taken Vandewash and Carringola by Capitulation 
and was on his March towards Arcot. We have likewise the pleasure to find 
that one half of the Sum stipulated by the Rajah for the Payment of the Troops* 
when in the field has been duly receiv’d by Capt. Fischer and that he had 
great hopes of receiving the remainder before he left that Country. As he 
seems to entertain some apprehensions of the Morattoes lying betwixt Viza¬ 
gapatam and Ballasore with intent to obstruct his Passage and on that ac¬ 
count purposes staying some time at Vizagapatam We have directed him to 
proceed to us without loss of time as We have reason to think his apprehensions 
on this occasion are groundless. 

35. A Country Vessell lately arriv’d from the East Coast brings us intel¬ 
ligence that the Dutch were involv’d in great troubles with the Mallays'^ in 
those parts they having taken possession of one of their Settlements and 
being ripe for a general Revolt. 

36. Enclos’d in this Packet you will receive Translate of a Letter ad¬ 
dress’d to you by the Subah and by him committed to the care of Colonel 
Clive in order to be deliver’d to your Honors with a present to the Honble 
East India Company consisting of Seven Packetts of Curiosities the Contents 
of which We are unacquainted with. 

37. We have Laden on this Ship sundry Goods amoimting as Pr. Invoice 
and Bill of Lading Enclos’d to Rs. 04,07,600 and wish her a safe and speedy 
Passage to your Honors. 

We are 

May it please your Honors 

Fort William Your most Obedient & faithfull Servants. 

February the 3d. 1760. 

[Per Ro)al George 
Duplicate per Duke of Dorset 
Triplicate per Royal Duke'] 
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LETTER DATED 5 FEBRUARY 1760 

Pepper from Benkulen, Sumatra. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble United 
Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

Agreeable to our several Letters of this Season We now send the Ajax 
Gapt. Lindsay to Bencoolen to be filled up with Pepper and finally dispatched 
to your Honors having Laden on her sundry Goods and Merchandize Con¬ 
signed to your Honors amounting as P. Invoice and Bill of Lading enclos’d 
to GRs. 4,12,000-0-0. We heartily wish her a safe and speedy passage being 
with the greatest respect. 

Fort William, May it please your Honors 

February 5th, 1760 &ca 

[Per Ajax Via Bencoolen] 
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LETTER DATED 3 MARCH 1760 

Shipping news—coins from Company's mint—Capt. Fischer returns from southern 
expedition—Shah Alam defeated—Dutch fortifications at Chinsura to be demolished — 
Maratha incursion into Bengal—presents fom Jagat Seth—bills of exchange. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

1. The Royal George carried our Address to your Honors under date 
the 3rd Ultimo. We have since learnt that she left Ingellee the 15th of that 
Month as did the Stormont and Houghton for Bombay the former the loth 
Febry. and the latter the i st Inst. 

2. A Greater quantity of Goods coming from theAurungs and Subor* 
dinates than was expected when We closed our Letter by the Royal George 
We carne to a resolution of Shipping Five hundred and fifty Bales on the Ajax— 
The three thousand Bags of Salt Petre We had before laden on her proving 
insufficient for her to proceed to Sea with. We at the request of Capt. Lind¬ 
say Shipp’d one thousand Baggs more reserving to the Company the privilege 
of its going on/ivhole or half freight—^With this Cargo she was dispatch’d to 
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Bencoolen the [....] instant in order to take in the remainder of the Pepper 
laying there and proceed to your Honors—^Thc particular sortments of Good* 
and quantity Laden on her will appear by the accompanying abstract of her 
Invoice. 

3. The enclos’d statement of the Investment sent you by the Shipping of 
this Season will shew the reasons for the Encrease and Decrease of the several 
Articles and will We flatter ourselves convince you that your Interest therein 
has been solely studied. 

4. In this Packet We send you Four Gold Mohurs and Forty Sicca 
Rupees coin’d in our Mint to which and some observations thereon in a separate 
sheet We beg leave to be referr’d. 

5. Agreeable to what We wrote in our Address Pr. Royal George a List of 
demands for Bonds lost at the Capture of Calcutta was laid before us the 25th 
Ultimo and is enter’d after that days Consultation—^The amount of which 
falls very short of the Debt at Interest according to the Statement enter’d after 
our Consultation of the 15th January which circumstance together with the 
very low state of the Treasury at the time of the loss of the place and for some 
time before We think amounts to almost an undeniable proof of the validity 
of those Claims yet tho’ We are well convinced of the Justice of those demands 
We did not think ourselves authoriz’d to comply with the request made us 
today of discharging them either in ready Cash or by granting new Bonds, but 
beg leave to recommend to your consideration the great hardship these Sufferers 
labor under. 

6. Conformable to our resolution of Council of the 31st January and what 
We wrote you Pr. Royal George your demand on Account Deepchund’s Deposit 
has been laid before the Commissioners of Restitution whose determination 
thereon you will observe on the face of the Consultation of this day. 

7. We have the pleasure of advising you that Capt. Fischer with the 
Europeans under his Command arriv’d in the River a few days since on board 
the Company’s Ship the Duke and a Country Vessell. The Seapoys on that 
expedition were to commence their March from Vizagapatam towards us 
the 17th Ultimo-We are extremely sorry it is not in our power to send you the 
particulars of the Expences of this Expedition by this Ship as Mr. Johnstone is 
but this day come up to Town and transcribing the Accounts would require 
so much time that it could not be compleated without retarding the Dispatch 
of the Ship. We enclose however a short Statement of that Expedition for 
your present satisfaction. 

8. You have before been advis’d of the Shawzadah’s having again Enter’d 
this Province and of Major Caillaud’s March against him in conjunction with 
the Young Nabob—^By a Letter lately receiv’d from the Major We had 
the pleasure to learn that the Shawzadah was defeated on 2^d. Ultimo for 
the particulars of which We beg leave to refer you to a Copy of the said Letter 
which goes in this Packett. 
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9. The Dutch having made many infringements on the late Treaty con¬ 
cluded with the Nabob^ by the addition of several new Batteries and Works 
to their Fort at Ghinchurah We judg’d it necessary to advise the Nabob thereof 
who sent his Son-in-law Cossim Ally Cawn to that place with a body of Troops 
and demanded the assistance of a party of ours to join him and assist in seeing 
the Works demolish’d.In consequence of this demand We sent Capt. Spears with 
Three hundred Europeans and some Seapoys to the French Gardens imder 
Orders of Cossim Ally Cawn but these acting in terrorem enabled Cassim 
Ally Cawn to carry into Execution the Nabob’s Orders without the public 
intervention of our Troops. 

10. The Morattoes taking the advantage of the Young Nabob’s March to 
Patna and his father beyond Sicklagully advanced under the Command of 
Soobabut from Orixa into this Province® under pretence of demanding their 
Chout but in reality to cause a diversion in favor of the Shawzadah—The 
Nabob on this wrote repeated Letters to the President requesting Capt. 
Spears and his Party might remain in conjunction with Cossim Ally Cawn to 
repel those Invaders and they are accordingly now on that Service. 

r I. By a separate Consultation sent on this Ship you will see the result 
of our Scrutiny into the charge of Mr. Me. Gwire against Mr. Vcrelst with 
respect to the charges inadvertently made against your express Orders We 
shall demand the repayment of them and you may depend on our issuing such 
Orders for the future provision of the Investment at Luckipore as We judge 
most condusive [.ftV] to your real Interest and beg leave to assure you that after 
the dispatch of this Ship We will take into mature consideration the state of 
a .11 the Subordinates and retrench every needless Expence therein as well as in 
every other branch of your Affairs, but cannot help remarking that the 
Allowances to the Chiefs &ca. at the Subordinates according to the present 
Establishment and the present time are so very low that We hope you will 
take the Augmenting them into your Consideration. 

12. Capt. Bernard Forrester died the ad Instant of the wound he receiv’d 
in the late Action against the Dutch. We think it incumbent on us upon this 
•occasion to bear testimony of the activity and gallant behaviour which 
brought this misfortune on his family. We have confirm’d Mr. John Allen 
the Chief Mate in the Command of the Duke of Dorsett and have deliver’d 
to his care a present to the Company from Juggutseat consisting of a bundle 
of fine Clothes and a Box of Essences which would [have accompanied his 
Address to the Company by the Royal George but did not arrive in time. 

13. We enclose foi your satisfaction a Statement of the Company’s 
Account with the European Sufferers. 

14. The Balance of the Tuncaws on the Lands made over for our Security 
is Seventeen Lacks of Rupees which We have good reason to believe will be 
clear’d by thS last of August next but still think it necessary to represent ^to 
you that even this to supply supposing the Kistebundees are duly paiH 
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will fi^il very short of the Sum necessary for carrying on the business and de¬ 
fraying the Expences of the Current Year—And therefore our great dependance 
is on the hopes of a large supply by the next Ships as without it we foresee 
we shall have many and heavy difficulties to encounter. 

15. We have already requested your Honors to encrease the number of 
Servants on this Establishment and now beg leave to recommend Mr. John 
Verelst as a person who by his long Residence here being well vers’d in Accounts 
and the business of this Country We esteem well qualified and worthy your cm" 
ploy. 

16. We have by this Ship drawn on you One hundred and one Setts of 
Bills of Exchange payable at 25-3^ d Pr. Current Ru^)ee and Three hundred and 
Sixty five days after sight amounting to CRs. 6,46,763-15-0 or £St 74,694-12-6 



CRs. 

£St. 

One Sett to William Mc.Gwire Esqr. payable 
to Francis Forde Esqr. for . 

7,000-0-0 

802-1-8 

One Do. to Mr. Samuel Howitt payable to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Howitt for 

872-11-9 

100-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Thomas Motley payable to 
Francis Austin Esqr, for 

3,490-14-6 

400-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Francis Walmesley payable 
to Messrs. James Walmesley and William 
Nixon for ..... . 

3,090-14-6 

I,500-0-0 

One Do. to Mr, Samuel Howitt Account the 
Estate of Stephen Pa[..] Deceas’d payable 
to Til man Hcnckell Esqr. for 

1,114-1-3 

127-13-0 

One Sett to Messrs. O’Hara Hay and Howitt 
Account Gapt. Muir Payable to Capt. 
Grainger Muir and Mr, John Thompson 
for ...... . 

1,272-14-0 

145-17-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner 
Esqr. payable to Johji Hallett Esqr. for 

6,936-0-0 

794-15-0 

One Do. to Mr. John Lewis payable to him¬ 
self or Order for . 

957 - 4-0 

109-13-8 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
and Mr. Gulling Smith payable to Jacob 
Moseh and Raphael Franco for 

3 . 333 - 6-3 

381-19-0 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Mendez 

Da Costa and Nunez Brothers for 

667-3-6 

, 76-9-0 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Mr. 
Judah Supino for .... 

265-2-0 

30-7-7 
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One Sett to William Brightwell Sunmer Esqr. 
and Mr. Culling Smith payable to Josh, 

CRs. 

1 , 225 - 7-3 

£St. 

140-8^ 

Salvadore for 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Mr. 
James Adams ..... 

# 

216-9-0 

24-16-[3?] 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Thomas 
Saunders Esqr. for ... . 

193-12-3 

22-4-0 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Adam 
Dawson Esqr. for .... 

211-8-6 

24-4-9 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Thomas 
Godfrey Esqr. for .... 

11 , 574 - 3-0 

1,326-4-2 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Mr. 
Nathan Modiglian for ... 

2,726-14-3 

312-9-1 

One Do. to Do. and Do. Account the Estate 
of Mr. Bing payable to John Cooke Esqr. 
for ...... . 

3 , 757 - 3-3 

430-10-4 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland for 

2 r ,000-0-0 

2,406-5-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
payable to Thomas Holme Esqr. for 

7,024-9-6 

804-18-0 

One Do. to Do. payable to Do. for 

354-10-6 

40-12-9 

One Do. to Mr. John Hales payable to Mr. 
Peter Mandroit for .... 

2,110-12-3 

241-17-2 

One Do. to Capt. Charles Newton payable to 
Mr. John Scrivener for 

18,329-2-0 

2,100-4-3 

One Do. to Doctor George Gray payable to 
Messrs. Henry Allen and George Gray for 

9,600-0-0 

1,100-0-0 

One Do. to Do. payable to John Browne 
Esqr. for ...... 

110-5-0 

12-12-10 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of Capt. 
Grahame Deceas’d payable to Mr.William 
Grahame for .... . 

175-12-0 

20-2-9 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of Mr. 
Stair* Dalrymple Deceas’d payable to 
Charles Dalrymple Esqr. for 

258-11-0 

29-12-10 

One Do. to Do. payable to Alexander 
Robertson Esqr. for .... 

210-7-0 

24-2-3 

One Do.* to Do. Account the Estate of 
William Grubb Deceas’d payable to Henry 
Grubb 

180-3-0 

20-12-1 
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CRs. 

£St. 

One Sett to Capt. Walter Alves payable to 
Mr. Andrew Alves for . 

216-0-0 

24-15-0 

One Do. to William Brightwell Sumner Esqr. 
and Mr. Gulling Smith payable to William 
Frankland Esqr. for . 

5 . 435 - 3-3 

622-15-[8] 

One Do. to Bartholomew Plaisted payable to 
Capt. Jonathan Ranson for . 

1,336-8-0 

153 - 2-9 

One Do. to Capt. Charles Newton payable 
to Mrs. Sarah Newton for . 

7,000-0-0 

802-1-8 

One Do. to Mr. John Knox payable to Mr. 
Sweet Wood for . 

8,727-4-3 

1,000-0-0 

One Do. to Do. payable to himself or 
order ... 

6,067-15-9 

695-5-9 

One Do. to Mr. Oliver Webb Account Frede¬ 
rick Cobbe Pitman Esqr. payable to Law¬ 
rence Sullivan Esqr. for ... 

448-13-9 

51-8-7 

One Do. to Messrs. George Gray Junr. and 
Thomas Amphlett Account Mr. Henry 
Lushington payable to Roger Altham 
Esqr. and the Reverend Mr. Henry 
Lushington or either of their Orders 
for ....... 

8,880-0-0 

1,017-10-0 

One Do. to Messrs. Culling Smith and An¬ 
selm Beaumont payable to David De Castro 
for ...... . 

130-14-0 

14-19-11 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Richard 
and William Barwell Esqrs. for 

10,766-14-3 

1,233-14-1 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Jacob 
Da Natal liCvi Sensins for . 

848-0-3 

97 - 3-4 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Abra’m 
and Jacob Frances for ... 

468-13-9 

53 - 14 - 5 - 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Moseh 
Franco and Company for . 

338-14-0 

38-16-7 

One Do. to Do. and Do. payable to Roger 
Drake Beeston Long and Roger Drake 
Junr. Esqrs. for . 

45,000-0-0 

5,156-5-0. 

One Do; to Messrs. Harry Verelst and Cul¬ 
ling Smith payable to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Beard for ...... 

1,464-7-9 

167-16-1 
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One Sett to Mr. Culling Smith Account the 

CRs. 

=CSt. 

Estate of Nichs. Clarembault. Deceas’d . 
payable to Messrs. Benjamin Longuit and 
Joseph Guinand .... 

2,256-0-0 

258-10-3 

One Do. to Do. payable to Matthew 
Collett Esqr. ..... 

2,232-9-6 

255-16-4 

One Do. to Messrs. Culling Smith and 
Francis Charlton Acct. Capt. Alexander 
Grant payable to Mr. George and Wil¬ 
liam Cattanacks for . 

2 , 755 - 1-9 

315-7-9 

One Do. to Messrs Culling Smith and An¬ 
selm Beaumont payable to David Rannie 
^^sqr. for ...... 

33,000-0-0 

3,781-5-0 

One Do. to Mr. Anselm Beaumont Account 
the Estate of William Dogan Deceas’d 
payable to Mrs. Catherine Beaumont for 

3,807-0-0 

436-4-5 

One Do. to Do. Account Robert Orme 
Esqr. payable to Peter and Joseph God¬ 
frey Esqrs. for .... . 

5,621-13-3 

644-3-4 

One Do. to Mr. William Fullerton Account 
the Estate of William Lindsay payable to 
Robert Orme Esqr. for ... 

2,000-0-0 

229-3-4 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of Robert 
Wark payable to John Walsh Esqr. for 

5,500-0-0 

630-4-2 

One Do. to William Fullerton Account the 
Estate of James Valicourt payable to John 
Fulleiton Esqr. for .... 

2,400-0-0 

275-0-0 

One Do. to Do. payable to Mr. Wm. Nixon 
for. 

3,800-0-0 

435-8-4 

One Do. to Do. payable to Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. for . 

60,000-0-0 

6,875-0-0 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of 
Francis Stevenson payable to Mr. William 
Ferguson for ..... 

813-0-0 

93-3-1 

One Do. to Do. payable to Mr. Thomas 
Raitt for ..... . 

4,100-0-0 

469-15-10 

One Do. * to Do, Account the Estate of 
Thomas Coales payable to Capt. Thomas 
Townsend for .... . 

6,000-0-0 

687-10-0 
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One Sett to William Fullerton payable 
to Wm. Watts Esqr. for . 

CRs. 

14,000-0-0 

,CSt. 

I >604.3-4 

One Do. to Do. payable to Joha Fullerton 
Esqr. for ..... . 

14,000-0-0 

1,604-3-4 

One Do. to the Hon’blc John Zephaniah 
Holwell Esqr. payable to William Davis 
Esqr. for ..... . 

* *> 345 - 7-3 

1,300-0-0 

One Do. to Do. Account Restitution of 
Sundry Deceased’s Effects payable to 
William Davis Esqr. for . . . 

*> 499 - 8-3 

171-16-4 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of 
William Parker deceas’d payable to Davis 
Esqr. for ..... . 

904-6-3 

103-12-7 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of 
Thomas Leech Deceas’d payable to 
William Davis Esqr. for . . . 

663-13-0 

76-i-s 

One Do. to John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. 
Account the Estate of Colonel Caroline 
Frederick Scott payable to George Scott 
Esqr. for ..... . 

1,021-g-o 

117-1-8 

One Do. to Do. Account the Estate of 
Nathan Drake Deceas’d payable to 
Edward Wharton Esqr. 

609-6-9 

69-16-7 

One Do. to Capt. Charles Newton payable 
to himself or order for . 

9,000-0-0 

1,031-5-0 

One Do. to Capt. P. Duncan payable to 
John Walsh Esqr. for .... 

34,909-*-0 

4,000-0-0- 

One Do. to Mrs. Sarah Mapletoft payable 
to Mrs. Mary Bodley for . . . 

9 * 5 - 4-0 

104-17-5 

One Do, to Doctor George Gray payable to 
Mr. Philip Templer and his Sisters for 

182-6-3 

20-17-11 

One Do. to John Brohier Esqr. payable to 
Mr. John Le Gros for . 

27,262-0-9 

3 > 1 23-* 5-8 

One Do. to Do. payable to Do. for . 

5,725-2-6 

656-0-2 

One Do. to Do, payable to Do. for 

20,160-0-0 

2,310-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Herbert Pyefinch payable to 
Capt. Charles Newton for . 

2,000-0-0 

229-3-4 

One Do. to Capt. George Lindsay payable 
to Charles Raymond Esqr. for 

9,600-0-0 

1,100-0-0 

One Do. to Messrs. Fullerton and Amphlett 
payable to Robert Clive Esqr. for . 

40,896-6-0 

4,686-0-10 
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One Sett to John Brohier Esqr. payable to 


Mr. John Le Gros for . 

7,938-8-6 

909-12-5 

One Do to Do. payable to Do. for 

1,249-4-6 

143 -a-n 

One Do. to Messrs. Hay Lushington and 
Gray for the Nett Proceeds of a Chest 
of Coral mark’d* No. 2 Imported at 
Fort St. George Pr Duke of Dorset 1755 
payable to Mr. Nathan Modigliani for . 

2,961-0-0 

339 - 5-8 

One Do. to Messrs. Harry Verelst and Wil¬ 
liam Magee Accot. the Estate of Messrs. 
Jenks and Reveley payable to Messrs. Ri¬ 
chard Becher and Thomas Boddam for . 

3 , 897-”-3 

466-12-3 

One Do. to Gapt. Bernard Forrester payable 
to Messrs. Grindon and Ferguson for 

18,327.4-3 

2,100-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. John Allen payable to the 
Reverend Doctor John Allen for 

1,242-11-6 

143.4.7 

One Do. to Mr. Anselm Beaumont payable 
to Messrs. Gamon and Challoner for 

1,726-11-3 

197-17-0 

One Do. to Mr. Anselm Beaumont payable 
to Mr. Richard Gammon for 

1,042-8-9 

119-9-2 

One Do. to Do. payable to Thomas Waters 
Esqr. for ..... . 

2,129-14-9 

244-1-2 

One Do. to Do. payable to Christopher 
Baron Esqr. for .... . 

217-5-0 

24-18-0 

One Do. to Do. payable to Capt. Henry 
Fletcher for ..... 

5,060-0-0 

572-18-4 

One Do. to Messrs. Ridge and Child Attor¬ 
neys for Lieutenant Summers payable to 
Mr. David Frinder for . 

5,000-0-0 

572-18-4 

One Do. to Messrs Harry Verelst and Wil¬ 
liam Magee payable to Thomas Boddam 
Esqr. or in his absence to Alexander and 
Abra’m Hume ic Peter Roberts Esqrs. 
for. 

2,394-6-0 

274-7-1 

One Do. to Mr. John Lowis payable to Capt. 
Tom Lewis for . 

9,594-4-0 

1,099-6-10 


•Trade lymboi. Fleaie sec symbol 15 in chart showing trade symbols of the Bast India Company lacing 
p. 202 in Fart William-—India Haust Comspendfme, Vol. II. 
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CRj. £St, 

•One Sett to Messrs. George Gray Junr. and 
Thomas Amphlett Account Mr. Henry 
Lushington payable to Roger Altham 
Esqr. and the Reverend Mr. Henry Lu- 


shington or either of their Orders for 

8,727-4-3 

1,000-0-0 

One Do. to Mr. Richard Finley payable to 
Messrs. Jonathan Ranson and William 
Finley for ..... 

3,614-0-0 

414-2-0 

One Do. to Mr. Thomas Cooke payable to 
Capt. John Durand for ... 

6,109-1-6 

700-0-0 

One Do. to Do. Account Capt. Francis 
Walmesley payable to Messrs. James 
Walmsley and William Nixon for . 

G 354 - 0-9 

155-3-0 

One Do. to Capt. Hugh Baillie payable to 
Mr. Hugh Baillie Senr. for . 

3,521-6-0 

403-9-10 

One Do. to the Honble John Zephaniah 
Holwell Esqr. payable to William Davis 
Esqr. for ..... . 

2,125-14-6 

243-1i-iI 

One Do. to Mr. Thomas Amphlett payable to 
Edmond Maskelyne Esqr. for. 

474-0-3 

54 - 6-3 

One Do. to Mr. Charles Greenhill payable to 
Mr. Robin Ogleby for . 

2,000-0-0 

229-3-8 

One Do. to Capt. George Lindsay payable 
to Charles Raymond Esqr. for 

9,000-0-0 

1,030-5-0 

One Do. to Mr. William Fullerton Account 
of John Smith payable to John Ward Esqr. 
for ........ 

6,000-0-0 

687-10-0 

One Do. to Mr. Thomas Blaney payable to 
William Alexander Esqr. for . 

L 745 - 7-3 

200-0-0 

17 . On this Ship We have Laden five 

hundred and forty 

Bags con' 


taining Seven hundred and Eighty Seven Maunds Ten Seer of Turmerick on 
half freight as Pr separate Bill of Lading and sundry other Goods and Merchan¬ 
dize amounting as Pr Invoice and Bill of Lading enclos’d to CRs. 9,04,500-0-0. 


18 . We wish her a safe and speedy Passage to your Honors being with the 
greatest respect. 

May it please your Honors 
Your &ca 

Fort William, J. Z. Holwell/W. B. Sumner/W. M. Guire/ 

March, 3rd 1760. S. Batson/H. Verelst/H. Sjpiyth. 

tJ^Per Duke of Dor sett 
Dupl. per R^al Duke'] 
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LETTER DATED lo NOVEMBER 1760 

Resolution in favour of Mir Qasim—its advantages to the Con^anjh-arrange^ 
ments for newly acquired districts. 

Xo Honble Court of Directors for affairs of the Honblc United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

[i.] We take the opportunity of a foreign conveyance to advise you of a 
Revolution effected in the Subahship of Bengali in favour of Mir Mahommud 
Gossim Aly Chan, a Son in law of the late Nabob Jaffeir Aly Chan’s. For 
the reason why and the Manner in which this Negociation was carried on 
we beg leave to refer you to the Select Committee, and shall here enumerate 
in a few Words the great Advantages resulting to the Honblc Company from 
the Change of Government. 

[a.] Besides a Confirmation of the Treaty made with Jaffeir Aly Chan and 
the Payment of the Ballance of that Nabob’s Debt to us, are the following new 
Acquisitions. First the Possession of the Countries of Birdawan Mednapoor 
and Chittigong in full Right, to be managed by us as we shall think most 
advantageous to our Employers; Secondly the Grant of half the Chunam 
provided at Silhut for three Years to come, to be paid for at the Prime Cost; 
Thirdly a Present of five Lacks of Rupees to be sent to the Presidency of Fort 
St George in order to support the War against our Enemies on that Coast; 
and this is a Voluntary Gift of the New Subah, exclusive of the Agreement; 
Fourthly a Renewal in the strictest Terms of the Order of the Government for 
the Currency of the Calcutta Siccas from the Interruption of which during the 
Late Nabob’s Time we found so great Inconvenience and there is much reason 
to think with his Connivance and even Encouragement. 

[3.] We shall at present defer entering upon a Detail of the prodigious Be¬ 
nefit of these Concessions and proceed to inform you that How necessary to the 
Safety of these Provinces, and consequently to the Honble Company’s Posses¬ 
sions in Bengali, as well as beneficial to the Company this Revolution became^ 
will easily appear from a memorial delivered to the Board by the Governor^ 
wherein, exclusive of the Company’s particular Advantage, are enumerated 
the Causes why a Reform in the Administration was intended; into what a decli¬ 
ning Situation the Affairs of the Kingdom had plunged, what Measures were 
practicable for their Redemption, and that none but a violent and instanta. 
nious Remedy could be,applied. This Memorial therefore, of which your 
Honors have a Copy enclosed, may be esteemed a perfect Manifestation to the 
World oft^e propriety ofthe Measures we have pursued and of our Adherence 
to the Good of the Kingdom, and wc cannot but flatter ourselves that we shaU 
be so happy t o meet with your Approbation. 
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[4.] We have already received Perwannahs of the Possession of the new 
Districts and have appointed a Chief and Council for the Province of Chitti- 
gcmg consisting Messrs. Harry Verelst, Randolph Marriott and Thomas 
Rumbold, that being the most distant and from its present unsettled State, 
requiring the Management of one of the Members of the Board. That Grentle * 
man will proceed to his Charge in a few days. The Districts of Burdawan 
and Midnapoor we shall regulate as will appear to us the most proper after 
the Rajah and Phousdar arrive, and lay before us the Statements of their 
several Possessions. 

[ 5 .] We have the pleasure to advise you the undermentioned Ships 
arrived safe and are destined as follows :— 

Royal Duke 1 

Latham y fully laden from hence for Europe 

Lord Anson J 

Triton.Bombay and China 

Sandwich \ 

Lord Mansfield j Bombay 

Godolphin freighted to the Arabian Gulf 

On slow half laden to Fort St George to be compleated and finally dispatched 
from thence for Europe. 

Prince Edward to Fort St. George for the necessary Occasions of that 
Presidency. 

[6.] By these Conveyances we were honored with your several Favours 
dated the 23rd Novr. and I St Deer. 1759, 16th Janry. and 15th Febry. & ist 
April 1760 to the particulars of which we shall answer fully by your own 
shipping. 

We remain with Respect 

May it please your Honors 
Your faithful Servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/W. M. Ellis/W. B. Sumner/ 
H. Smyth/S. Waller/Culling Smith. 

8 

« 

LETTER DATED 12 NOVEMBER 1760 

Retreat of Shah Alam—revolt of Khadim Husain^ Nawab of Purnea—death of 
Miran. 

the Honble the Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honble Sirs 

I. We embrace the opportunity of a Dutch Ship’s Sailing direct &r Europe 
Just to advise you of the late important Occurrences and of the Present Situation 
of Affairs in Bengali. 

21 
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the 10th Novr, 1760- 

[Duplicate] 
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2. In our Address to you by the Ships of last Season you were informed 
of the Sha-Zadah’s having again entered these Provinces, and of Coll, Gailla- 
ud’s being sent with a Detachment in Conjunction with the Chutah*Nabob to 
oppose him. They accordingly met and engaged him several times with Success, 
but never were able effectually to reduce him so as to prevent his reassem- 
bling his Troops and put[t]ing himself again in Condition to renew his Designs, 

3. In this Situation the two Armies continued till the Month of June when 
the Sha-Zadah retreated towards the Soane, and the Attention of our 
Forces was in some Degree taken off from him and employed on the Purnea 
Nabob who had thrown off his Allegiance to Jaffier Aly Khan and was endea¬ 
vouring to join the Prince to prevent his succeeding in his Designs our 
Troops crossed the River and gave him Battle, in which we were as usual suc¬ 
cessful, but by the Chuta Nabob’s Cavalry not pursuing the advantage the 
Enemy escaped, and your Troops remained in Camp near Patna. 

4. On the first of July the Chuta Nabob was killed in his tent by a flash 
of lightning which Circumstance gave rise to the Revolutions and Change 
which have since happened. 

5. By the Ship which we hope to dispatch in December we shall give you 
a full and particular Description of the Situation of the Affairs of the Company 
and of the Country. By this Conveyance we can only inform you, that our own 
Distresses and those of the Government were so great that an immediate Remedy 
was absolutely necessary. The enclosed Copy of the Treaty made with Cossim 
Ally Cawn will shew the Advantages and Benefits which have been obtained for 
the Company, exclusive of a voluntary Present to them of five Lacks of Rupees. 
The Perwanahs for the Lands we have already received, and Servants arc 
appointed to proceed and take Possession of them in the Name of the Company. 
What the Annual Revenue may be we cannot pretend precisely to determine 
at present, but hope to give you a near Calculation by your own Ships. 

6. In a memorial transmitted on this Ship by the President and Council 
you will be advised of the principal Circumstances attending this important 
Event, to which we beg Leave to be refered for the present. 

7. Colonel Caillaud and Major Carnac are now on their way to Patna in 
order, if possible to accommodate Matters with the Sha-Zadah: From 
whence he is to return next Month in order to proceed to assist at the Siege of 
Pondicherry; and for which Service we shall if possible furnish a Detachment 
of Military. 

8. Major Yorle is at Morshedabad with a Command of about Two hun¬ 
dred Europeans and a Party of Seapoys to protect and establish the new Nabob 
Cossim Ally Cawn. 

We arc 

, Honble Sirs 

Fort William Your most Obedient Humble Servants 

12th November 1760. Wm, B. Sumner/W. Me Gwirc. 
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LETTER DATED 12 NOVEMBER 1760 

Mir Jafar*s agreement with the Dutch — the Marat has proclaim Shah Alam as 
^rr^ror—preparations for siege of Pondicherry. 

To the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors 
•Gentlemen 


1. I had the honour of addressing you in Triplicate from Fort St. George 
the I St July last. 

2. By the advices transmitted by this Conveyance from the Governor and 
Council to the Honourable Court of Directors, and from the Select Committee 
to you Gentlemen you will be informed of the Vigorous Measures I have been 
obliged to pursue since my Arrival here. It will give me the highest Satis¬ 
faction to hear that they meet with yours and the Court’s Approbation. 

3. But the Notice we have had of this Opportunity of a Dutch Ship has 
been so short that our Addresses are rather defective. I will endeavour to 
make up for this in some measure while the General Packets are closing. 

4. On my arrival here the 27th of July, I found two Dutch Gfentlcmen, 
Deputies from Chin[rsu]a endeavouring to get all Disputes with the Nabob 
settled through our Mediation. I soon concluded the Treaty^ of which I have 
the honor to transmit herewith a Copy under No. i. The Article which 
forbids their Ships to come up the Rivers is certainly the greatest Security 
the Nabob could have, as Chincura is always at his mercy. 

5. It seems to be pretty certain by the last Advices from Dclly that the 
Morattas have come to an accommodation with Abdulla, and that they have 
agreed in proclaiming the Shawzada Emperor. 1 hope this will induce him 
the more readily to quit his Designs of these Provinces. Colonel Call laud has 
Instructions if possible to come to a Treaty with him—For further particulars 
on this Subject and of the Present Disturbed State of the affairs about Patna 
I beg leave to refer you to the inclos’d Papers No. 2 being copy of a letter 
from myself and Col. Caillaud jointly to the Gentn. of the Select Committee 
here, and No. 3 a Letter from me separately, both dated the 3rd of this month, 
the day I took leave of the Nabob. To the last is annexed the Copy of a Letter 
of Advice which I deliver’d to the Nabob, and which it is absolutely necessary 
he should follow. There is no other way of remedying the Disorders which 
have overrun these Provinces under the last Administration. 

6. We have to this time no certain Advices of the French Flfcet. They 
have handed about a very long List of what they pretend to expect; Inclos’d is 
a copy of that List, the most of which you will observe to be their old Ships 
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the junction of the New Ones therein mentioned is I believe rather what the^r 
hope what they have an account of By oxu* last Advices from Madras it 
seems that Admiral Stcevens is determin’d to stay out the Monsoon and if he 
has such success as to prevent the Enemy from throwing in Supplies by Sea to 
Pondicherry, there is great reason to hope the place will be taken in January. 
Our Army are in possession of Areacopang, the washing Town, and wait 
only the fair Weather to begin the Siege. 

7. By the Ships of this Season I have received your Commands of the 7th 
December 1759,18th January and 7th February 1760 to all which I shall reply 
by your own Ships. 


I am with the greatest respect 
Honourable Gentlemen 

Fort William Your most Obedient and most humble Servant 

I2th Novemr. 1760. Henry Van Sittart 
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LETTER DATED 22 DECEMBER 1760 

Shipping news. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors, 

1. We have now the pleasure to address you by the Onslow Capt. Hinde 
which Ship we have this day dispatch’d with 30 Tons of Redwood 3750 bags 
of Petre and 500 Bales of Cloth to Madras amoimting to Rs. 370,700 as Per 
Invoices and bill of lading enclos’d in order to be fill’d up and finally dis¬ 
patched to your Honours. We have already wrote the Gentlemen of that 
Presidency to acquaint them with our Intentions that they may get ready 
such bales in time as they purpose lading on her. 

2 . The Royal Duke’s dispatches we have now in hand and hope to be able 
to forward two [jtV] directly to Europe the latter end of this month with a 
full loading and shall by her send you our Address under the established heads 
to which wc shall refer your Honours for particulars. We purpos’d enclosing 
Duplicate thereof by this ship but as the detaining of her any longer, as she 
was first to proceed to the Coast might be the means of greatly prolonging her 
Passage, Wc thought it most proper for the Companys interest to send her 
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'without it and wait till the departure of the Latham which ship will be dis¬ 
patched to your Honors directly the Latter end of next mwth 

We are 

May it please your Honors 
Your most obedient and faithful! servants. 

Fort William Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/W. Ellis/Wm. B. 

December 32 nd, 1760. Sumner/H. Smyth/S. Waller/Culling Smith. 
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LETTER DATED 12 JANUARY 1761 

Shah Alamos victory over Ramnarayan — Maj.Carnac*s operations against Shah 
A lam—blockade of Pondicherry. 

To the Honble the Secret Committee for Affairs of the Honble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honble Sirs, 


1. We have this Season had the Honour to receive your favours of the 
23rd of November 1759 and gth of April 1760. 

2. In our address to your honors by the Calcutta and Hardwick under 
date the 3rd of January 1760 We mentioned the Shazadah’s having again 
entered the Province. We did not then think him sufficiently formidable 
to apprehend any ill consequences, hut contrary to our Expectations being 
joined by a considerabl number of disaffected Rajahs, before the detachment 
under Colonel Gaiilaud could reach Patna, he engaged Ramnarain’s Army 
who marched out at his approach in conjunction with a detachment of our 
Military and Seapoys. In this Action We had the misfortune to lose Lieute¬ 
nant Cochran and Ensign Winklebeck with a considerable number of seapoys. 
Mr. Edward Harwell who served as ^ volunteer upon this occasion was like¬ 
wise unhapppily cut off. 

3. After this Success the Prince remained near Patna till the Chuta 

Nabob and Colonel Caillaud reach’d him with Success, but his army chiefly 
consisting of Cavalry and light troops he retired by a tract behind the Hills 
which till then was thought impassible [.nV] and penetrated into Bengal even as 
far as the province of Burdwaun, but being closely pursued by the Nabobs 
and our forces he was prevented from advancing to the City of Moorshed- 
abad which was at one time very much apprehended. ^ 

4. The interval of the rainy season soon coming on our Troops retired 
into Patna, and those of the Shazadah continued not far distant. 
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5. The evil consequences of his remaining in possession of so considera¬ 
ble a part ofthe Province, and his being still so strongly supported by Comdar 
Cawn, Pulwansing^, Monsr. Law and others made us much wish to come to 
accommodation, and our inclinations have accordingly been intimated to him^ 
but by the best intelligence we can obtain he is engaged by such great pro¬ 
mises to his followers that there is little prospect of our proposals meeting with 
the desired end—^Directions have therefore been sent to Major Carnac who 
now commands the Army Vigorously to pursue the War and if possible to 
drive him and his adherents out of the Province. Should he attempt to make 
an incursion into Bengal as he did last year Major Yorke with near three 
hundred Europeans a party of Seapoys and a detachment of the Nabobs 
troops is advanced on the road by which [be] last entered. Which force we 
hope will be sufficient to prevent his progress this way and reduce him to the 
necessity of coming to a decisive action either with Major Camac or Major 
Yorke. But our more immediate motive for directing the latter to take the 
field was to reduce to Subjection the Rajah of Beerboon who for some time 
past has thrown off his Allegiance to the Subah and declared in favour of 
the Prince. 

6. In our letter from the Board We have given you so full and explicit 
an Account of the Revolution lately brought about with its causes and conse¬ 
quences that there remains nothing for us to say on the Subject. 

7. Our proceedings transmitted to your honors by this Ship fully shew 
the Progress of our last negociation with the Dutch to the conclusion of the 
treaty with them on the 25th of August which will We hope bind them not to 
attempt to lessen our influence in these Provinces, but you may be assured We 
shall upon all occasions keep a Watchfull eye over them, and vigorously 
exert ourselves for the Support of what We have obtained. 

8. By the latest advices from Madrass dated November the Q5th Colonel 
Coote with the Army was lying very near Pondicherry and only waited for the 
fair Season’s setting in to erect his Batteries and begin the Siege. Admiral 
Steevens finding it necessary to repair some of His Majesty’s Ships was 
gone to Trincomally having left five ships of the line under the command of 
Captain Haldane to block up the Port of Pondicherry and cut off all Sup¬ 
plies of Provision or Ammunition—Before the Admiral’s departure he had 
cut out of Pondicherry road to Frigates, the other Ship which was lying there 
called the Compagnie des Indes sailed out of the Road and We [fear’d] had 
made her Escape, but intelligence being received that she was loading Rice 
and provisions at Tranquebar for the Supply of Pondicherry, Captain Hal¬ 
dane detached two of His Majesty’s Ships who took her out of the Road 
and thereby deprived the enemy of a supply they seem to stand in very great 
need of. 

• 

9. The number of Country letters sent and received has been so great that 
the translator has not been able to finish them in time to be transmitted by this 
Conveyance—t^y will be sent by one of the other Ships of this Season. 
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10. By a letter from Major Gamac dated at Jaffeir Cawns Gardens 
the 1st Instant We learn that he has prevailed on the Nabob’s Jamaatdars to 
move with him and that he proposed marching the next day—^And by 
private advices received from Patna of the and We have the pleasure to find 
he is encamped at Futtwa. We are therefore in hourly expectation of the 
News of his having had an Action with the Shazadah. 

We are with the Greatest Respect, 
Honble Sirs, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
Fort William Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/W. Ellis/* 

January 12th 1761. Wm. B. Sumner. 
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LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1761 


Vansittart takes over charge of Governorship from Holwell—defends revolution 
in Bengal—requests additional allowance. 



the Honourable the Court of Directors 


Honourable Gentlemen, 

1. I addressed you from Fort St. George the 1 st July in Triplicate em¬ 
barked in the Godolphin the 13th and took charge of the Government here 
the 27th. It is needless to trouble your honors further with my Thanks for 
Your extraordinary Confidence in me. I will endeavour to shew my gratitude 
by my Behaviour. 

2. It would be doing Injustice to Mr. Holwell not to mention the Poli¬ 
teness and Friendship with which he received me, his Diligence and Care 
in acquainting me with the whole State of Affairs, and the great Assistance he 
gave me for three months afterwards that he continued in your Service. 
I must add also, that by all I can learn of his Behaviour while he presided, it 
was such as became a good servant. It was entirely owing to his Diligence 
that the shameful Frauds which had been committed in the Works, and of 
w'hich your Honors are now particularly advised, were discovered. 

3. I found as I suspected great Difficulties to struggle with, from the 
general confusion and disaffection of the Country, and the very low State of the 
Companys Treasury, One or the other of these Resolutions was immediately 
necessary. Either to drop our Connections with the Country Government, and 
withdraw our Assistance or to insist on more ample, as well as Aore certain 
Provision for the support of the Company’s Expence; the first was dangerous 
and dishonorable as it would have given up the Country and the Nabob a 
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prey to a Multitude of Enemies. The other Alternative was resolved on, a 
favourable opportunity offered of procuring for the Company a Cession of the 
Districts of Burdwan Midnapore and Chittigong, and an agreement was enter¬ 
ed into with all possible regard to our Alliance with the Nabob. In its con¬ 
sequences however it was the cause of his resigning the Subadaree and retir¬ 
ing to Calcutta. This Change happened without the least disturbance or a 
Man hurt. The old Nabob was received in Calcutta with all the honors 
due to his Rank and resides there with ease and Security. The Company arc 
in possession of the noble territory ceded to them, and we are in a condition of 
opposing nay in a fair way of getting the better of all our Enemies. 

4- I know however that there arc many who led some by Ignorance but 
more by Prejudice strive to overlook the necessity of the Resolutions taken, 
the manner and Circumstances of their Execution, and the Advantages pro¬ 
cured for the Company and endeavour to represent the Measures as a preme¬ 
ditated Breach of treaties, and the consequences as hurtful to the Company, 
insinuating always that the Select Committee who unanimously resolved on 
this plan and particularly myself had Interested Views. The most open 
attempt of this sort was made in Consultation the 8th Inst, and an answer 
to it is entered the lath. As it is first before Your Honble Court that I 
wish to have my Conduct appear in its true light, and as it is to you only the 
necessary Informations arc transmitted, so I shall trust to your defending me 
against all unjust Aspersions. Nor do I expert or desire this until you are 
convinced yourselves of my having sought with Diligence and disinterested¬ 
ness the Welfare of this Country and the prosperity (ff the Company. You will 
be pleased to read the proceedings of the Select Committee for August, Sep¬ 
tember, October and till the 6tli November, The Consultations of the 1 st Sep* 
tember 8th and loth November and 8th and i2th January the general Letter 
by this Ship and the several Papers in the Packet therein referred to. I flatter 
myself they contain enough to preserve and establish that good opinion with 
which you have always honored and Indulged me. 

5. I got while I was at Moorshedabad five original Letters written to the 
Nabob Jaffeir Ally Gawn, three by Mr, Bisdom the late Director a*. Hougly 
and two by Coja Wazeed the famous Merchant of that Place. The Second 
of Mr. Bisdoms letters is that which I refer to in the Minute of Consultation 
of the lath Inst. The rest are not very material. They will all be entered 

in the end of the Book of Country Letters, but as they are not in sufficient for¬ 
wardness to be sent by this Ship, I take the Liberty to enclose herewith a copy 
of the said five Leaers, 

6. Next after your Honors I wish my Conduct to be made clear to my 
Friend and Patron Colonel Clive. For this I shall depend on you, as well as 
for what to you shall seem necessary to be shewn to the World. 

7. I h^ve endeavoured since my Arrival here to maintain that Character 
of Assiduity in the business of my Employers which they have before done me 
die honor to acknowledge and commend. The complete statement now sent 
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liome of Account» between the Company &c. and the Nabob Jaffeir 
Aliy Gawn may be offered as a proof of this, for the Labour and Difficulty 
^f forming such a Statement out of such Materials as were here to be met with 
•were great indeed. 

8. That my private affairs may not take up any of that Time which I 
hold to be the Right of the Company I have entertained assistants at the Ex¬ 
pense of Eight thousand Rupees a year who conduct the whole with very 
little Instruction from me and in a separate house which I have bought for 
that purpose. 

9 . I mention this circumstance to the end of submitting to Your Honor’s 
consideration whether I may not hope to be indulged with the additional 
Allowance of one thousand pounds p. annum which you were pleased to 
appoint to Col. Clive. I cannot pretend to equal merit but I can pretend 
to more Occasion. I must acknowledge at the same time that your present 
Allowances arc very handsome, but the Public Character Your Governor 
here is now obliged to maintain makes the Expense extreemely heavy. 

10. If I have not prevailed entirely over the Difficulties which I foresaw 
and mentioned in my address of the 1 st July yet I have the Satisfaction to 
know that I have done my utmost Endeavours and I can trust to your 
Indulgence for all Dcficiences. 


I remain with equal Gratitude and Respect 
Fort William Honourable Gentlemen 

r5th January 1761 Your faithful and most obedient Humble 

[Duplicate] Servant 

Heni^Van Sittart. 

*3 

LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1761 

French fleet in the East Indies—shipping news—Chittagong to be surveyed— 
■condition of coinage and agreement with Mir Qasim re, coining of Murshidabad 
sikkas at Calcutta mint—imports from England — ban on private opium trade with 
Sumatra suspended—investment in saltpetre and its restricted supply to the Dutch — 
causes of dissatisfaction with Mir Jafar and his deposition in favour of Mir Qjssim — 
extent of Mir Qjasim's financial obligations towards the Company—withdrawal of 
settlement at Hainggyi—embezzlement in fortification of Fort William — arrange- 
ments for revenue collection in Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong, and quarrel 
with Raja of Burdwan—complaints of free merchants against Company’s servants 
and defence of latter’s trade privileges—commission to the Governor f'om custom 
duty on coral and silver—service details of civil and military servants—changes 
in personnel of Fort William Board—Warren Hastings transferred from Murshidabad 
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to CdcuUa—need for translators in oriental languages—representation of 
subaltern officers against Capt.-Lt. Carvalho's promotion—emoluments of Governor 
and Councillors—personnel and scope of Select Committee—indemnify paid by the 
Dutch—bills of exchange—fixation of minimum amount for admitting an appeal to 
King and Council—exchange rate of pagoda—dissenting opinion of certain members 
regarding the revolution — Col.Caillaud to participate in siege of Pondicherry—cucounts 
of monies received from Mir Jafar—Mandakumar and Raidurlabh arrestedfor foment 
ting troubles with Raja of Burdwan. 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors 

1. Our last Address of the Former Season was dated the 3rd March 
1760, Pr. Duke of Dorset which ship was dispatched fromingellie the i6th 
March, since that time we had the pleasure to Address you on the loth 
November by a Dutch Ship proceeding to Europe directly. Duplicate of the 
Former and Triplicate of the latter we now enclose you. 

2. By the Ships of this Season we have been honored with Your Several 
Letters dated the 23rd Novemr. and 7th Deer. 1759 and the i6th Janry. 
6th and 15th Febry. and 1 st April 1760 with a post[s]cript of the 3rd. 

3. Our Letters betwixt the Dispatch of the Ships Calcutta and Hard- 
wickc the first of the Season and that of the Duke of Dorset the last, Inform’d 
you of the transactions that occured during the intermediate time of what 
has since happen’d worthy of your attention. We shall now proceed to give 
you a Summary detail rang’d under the Usual Established heads, and 

First of Shipping 

4 . The Ship Houghton left the river for Bombay on the 1 st of March and 
the Duke of Dorset and Ajax sailed the 15th with a fair wind the former 
we hope has arrived safe with you, the latter was dispatched for Bencoolen 
and proceeded as far on her Voyage as Mocomoco on the West coast of 
Sumatra where hearing of a large Naval Armament under the Ccimmand of 
Count D’Eitang going against Fort Marlbro’ and our Settlements there, She 
put back to Fort St. George where she arriv’d safe and we are inform’d 
sailed from thence for Europe the i8th of August. 

5. It is with concern we have to advise you of the Ship Denham’s Mis¬ 
fortune at Fort Marlbro’, we are inform’d She was set on fire and burnt 
with her Cargoe, but we have as yet recc’d no public Advices of the Parti¬ 
culars. ^ 

6. In our letter of the toth Novr. we advised you of the Arrival of the 
Ships, Godolphm, Triton, Onslow Lord Mansfield, Prince Edward, 
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Sandwich, Royal Duke, Latham and Lord Anson, and taking into considera¬ 
tion how we should dispose of so much Tonnage, we came to a resolution 
of appointing the Royal Duke, Latham, and Lord Anson directly home 
with entire Cargoes, the Onslow half laden to Fort St. George to be 
finally dispatch’d from thence to Europe, the Triton for Bombay and China 
the Sandwich and Lord Mansfield for Bombay the Prince Edward to 
Fort St. George to be employed on the most necessary occasion of that 
settlement and the Godolphin on Freight to the Gulph of Arabia and back 
again and to be the early Ship next Season from hence to Europe, by thus 
having destin’d all the Shipping, we hope the Demur[r]age of such as remain 
in India will be rendered as easy as possible and the Vessels employed to the 
best advantage. 

7. The Ship Triton for St. Helena and China imported the 25th 
August. She went as far as the Straights of Sunda on her intended Voyage 
but meeting there some Dutch Ships which gave her information of 4 French 
Meii of War cruising about the Streights, the Captain and Officers judged 
the Danger too great to risk passing thro’ but put back with a design of 
proceeding to Fort St. George and being drove so far to Leeward that 
she could not gain that Port. She was obliged to bear away and come down 
to Bengali. 

8. Upon this we stationed her to proceed to Fort St. George with all 
her Consignments, but the Captain informing us of a Strain she had met with 
in her outward bound passage by which she prov’d Leaky and was in want of 
Repairs we alter’d her destination and sent her to Bombay where she might 
receive what repairs were requisite for enabling her to proceed to China, 
and in the mean time we took out her Cargoe and at the Captains request 
permitted her to come up to town to be hove down in order to stop her leaks 
for the present till She might receive a thorough repair. 

9. Captn. Charles Berkeley Commander of the Said Ship by the Decease 
of Captn. Harris communicated to us the Intelligence he had received and an 
Accoimt of his proceedings. Copies whereof are enclos’d in this Packet for your 
Perusal, and we have left it to your Honors to determine upon his conduct. 

I o. Before the arrival of the Lord Anson we had stationed the Sand¬ 
wich and Lord Mansfield to Bombay, the last ship we put in the Lord Anson’s 
place as the time of her arrival was uncertain and we thought it improper to 
wait for her. 

11. Captn. Edward Lord Chick sent in a letter to the Board setting 
forth the bad condition of the Lord Anson and requesting to be sent round to 
Bombay to repair her, We delivered the letter to the Master Attendant 
that he might lay it before the Carpenters of the Place and consider from 
the circumstances therein mentioned whether she could be repaired in the 
river and they were of opinion she could be entirely repaired \&e therefore 
did not alter her appointment but at the Captns. request we allowed her 
to come up to town that he might have all possible Assistance. 
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12. Ships Admiral Watson smd Falmouth haviitg antved safe 
.at Madrass we detained on the coast to serve as Store Ships and for the pur’ 
poses of the Squadron when those are over they will be employed as well as 
the Prince Edward on the most necessary Services betwixt that Presidency 
and ours. 

13. The China Ships Caernarvon, Warwick and Princess Augusta 
safely imported at Fort St. George and after landing their consignments 
sail’d from thence in September. 

14. The Godolphin having been put up to Freight at publick sale, was 
'taken up at the Sum of CRs. 31,000 for the space of ten months from the 
*ist of December, at which time the term of her Voyage commcncetl. If 
she exceeds the ten months the Freighters are to pay a pro Rato Demurrage. 

15. Having occasion to forward Military Stores to Fort St. George 
and provisions accot. the Navy we dispatched the Honble Companys Sloop, 
Tartar thither under the command of Captn. George Eivy for that pur¬ 
pose. We likewise took up the Fanny Snow at Freight allowing the owners 
40 ARs. Pr. Ton in consideration of the Expense they were at in fitting her 
out for that Service. 

16. By the best Intelligence from Batavia so late as the i8th August 
we were informed the French Ships under the command of Count D’Estang 
were then repairing there and that they intended proceeding to Bencoolen 
to take on board their Forces and abandon the Settlements on the West 
Coast. 

17. In consequence of this Intelligence we determined to send the Leo¬ 
pard Snow to the West Coast with a few Chests of Opihum to encourage 
the Natives to renew the trade, and cultivate their pepper plantations. 
She was dispatched for Fort St. George the Qoth Deer. 

18. The Fort William Schooner was dispatched to Fort St. George 
on the 17th November with a Supply of Treasure for the Occasions of that 
Factory. 

19. Being in want of Pilot Sloops for the Service of the Road and River 
as well as small vessels to dispatch with Intelligence which occasion requires, 
we have wrote to the President and Council at Bombay to cause to be 
built for our use 4 Schooners of the same Dimensions as the Diligent Schooner 
we Dispatch’d you in August 1757, the occasion we have lately had to send 
Sloops to the Coast, and there [nV] detention there has put us frequently 
under some Difficulty for the service of the River which inconvenience we hope 
will by this measure be in future avoided. 

20. The order contained in the 24th Page of Your General Letter dated 
jst April 'directing all Vessels dispatched to the West Coast to proceed 
•directly to Fort Marlboro’ we shall be carefull to observe whenever your 
Affairs there resushe their former Channel. 
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SI. In consequence oi the clause in the Charter parties of the sloops of 
this season we have received from the Different Captains acknowledgement 
of the Goods Deficient or Damag’d by their several Ships, in Triplicate, one 
copy whereof we enclose in this Packet and shall send the othew by the res¬ 
pective Ships. 

2*. We have likewise demanded the Musquets &c. they were Indulg’d 
with for the procurement of provisions at Madagascar for which we have 
paid them the first Cost in Europe. 

23. When we have Occassion [sic] to send any French Prisoners to Europe 
we shall be carefull to follow your Directions as to their names and places 
of their birth and usual residence, and such of our Invalids or other passen¬ 
gers as we permit to go, or send home we shall take acknowledgements from 
specifying they are passengers and have no right to pay. 

24. Six passengers of the Invalid list go on the Royal Duke whom we 
have caused to execute instruments to that purpose and enclosed them in the 
packet. 

25. The Victoria Snow which we had sent to the Negrais in March 
last returned from thence the i8th of December. 

26. We have sent our Master Attendant with two Companys Sloops 
to Chittigong in order to Sound and Survey the Channels and passages 
thither, he has our directions to make a chart of the different Mouths of the 
Ganges & coast of Chittigong. 

27. Our Deputy Master Attendant sent us in a letter enclosing pro¬ 
tests against Captn. Alexr. McLeod [of the] Mansfield and Captn. Andrew 
Qiricke of the Sandwich by the Pilots who had charge of their Vessels for 
refusing to leave the river after their Dispatches had been delivered them and 
taking in private goods likewise a letter from the Head pilot concerning the 
behaviour of those Capts. to their pilots. Those letters and protest^ arc 
entered after our Consultations to which we beg leave to refer you, We 
cannot however help remarking that such an unwarrantable conduct in the 
Commanders may sometime or other prove of the Worst Consequence to 
your Service by the delay, or even loss of your ships and at least de, 
serves your highest Disapprobation, as the gentlemen have by this time 
left the River, we cannot hear what they have to urge in their own 
behalf but have wrote to the President and Council of Fort St, George 
with copies of the above papers from whom you will be informed of 
their reasons for such behaviour. 

Secondly of Goods from Europe and one part of India to another 

28. The Gentlemen at Fort St. George made very urgent Application 
to us to send them Supplies of Treasure for enabling them to carry on with.. 
Vigour the Siege of Pondicherry, the fate whereof depended in great Mea¬ 
sure on the Assistance we should give them in that Article. 
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39. A ]>oint]|of such immediate consequence to the laCerest of our 
Employers 'demanded the strictest Attention and we thoi^ht it absolutely 
necessary to send them the desir’d supplies, even at the risk of Dimini, 
shing this year’s Investment. We accordingly sent them a Ijaak of Rupees 
in Gold by the Patty Tender and by the Fort William Schooner a Laak 
and a half more in gold and a Laak in silver. 

30. And as the Ship Triton had lost her passage to China and the 
Gentlemen at Madrass were in such pressing want of money, we sent them 
her Consignment of Treasure twenty chests, whereof we put on board the. 
Beneta Sloop dispatch’d to Madrass on purpose and the other twenty 
on the Patty tender, both of which arrived safe and prov’d very Desirable 
reliefs to them. 

31. We have recommended to the President and Council at Bombay 
to send such of their ships as they are unable to Dispatch this Season 
for Europe to Fort St George by the beginning of May with those 
Articles of the produce of their Coast that will answer for the China mar¬ 
ket and we will in the mean time endeavoixr to supply them treasure in 
order to forward them thither and provide them Cargoes for Europe and the 
same with respect to the Triton Falmouth and Prince Edward. 

32. Our mint has been the subject of our frequent Consideration hav¬ 
ing perceived great Disadvantages arising from the restraints to which it 
was subject by the yearly fall of Battainthe Sicca Rupees from 16 to 13 P 
Cent every inhabitant suffered a Tax upon whatever ready money happen’d 
to lie by him of 3 P Cent and this loss was felt by none but the inhabi¬ 
tants of Calcutta. Nor was this all the Inconvenience at, and some time 
before the reduction of Batta every one, in order to avoid the loss, en¬ 
deavoured as much as possible to deliver away the old Siccas in payments 
or in Exchange for Sunnats even at a discount without which Sunnals were 
not procurable and those who had money to pay into the Treasury for goods 
purchas’d or on other accounts always paid in Calcutta Siccas and no 
Sunnats were received in the Treasury the want of which was both an 
Inconvenience in the payment of our military in Garrison (who being usually 
paid in that specie were discontented to receive Siccas with a deduction 
of Batta, by which they lost) and a loss on [ofjexchange to the Company when 
they sent treasure to such Aurungs or Subordinates where rupees of the 
lowest Denomination pass equally with those of the highest. These In- 
'conveniences added to their want of Ciurrency in the country made the Mint 
rather a burthen than an advantage to the Settlement. 

33. In order therefore to reduce this loss to the traders of our Settlement 
arising in the Calcutta Siccas we considered the properest means for their con¬ 
venience and at the same time the interest of our employers and after reading 
all your Hbnors Instructions on that head and our several proceedings held 
-on the subject we came to the final determination of re-stamping the Siccas 
of the Form^if year at the charge of one P cent and making them to their 
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full weight at Ae-expense of the proprietor as is done in the mint at Muxada- 
bad, on this subject we beg leave to refer you to Mr. Batsons Minute in our 
Consultation of the 3®^ June. 

34. Notwithstanding our repeated remonstrances to the Nabob on the 
Subject of the Calcutta Siccas we never could get them to pass Current and our 
business at the Aurungs was often stopp’d by it till the Gomastahs were oblig’d 
to sell them at Discount and even to effect that to send them to Murshudabad 
to be chang’d, a boat going on that account from Maulda to Murshudabad 
with 4000 Calcutta Siccas was lost in the great River nor could we see any 
remedy to this Inconvenience altho’ the Nabob gave repeated orders for 
their currency the Shroffs doing all in their power to prevent it as they formed 
their Advantage thereby. We resolv’d therefore strenuously to press the Nabob 
to consent to our coining Murshudabad Siccas in the Calcutta Mint as the 
Arcot Specie is done at Madrass, he was at first much averse to it and no 
doubt it was strongly opposed by Juggat seat but after much Solicitation his 
assent is obtained. 

35. And as the want of Arcot rupees from Madrass is the cause of that 
pecie being enhanced in this place in value to near 3 P Cent more than its 
sormer currency and there being several subordinates and Aurungs where 
Arcot rupees pass of equal Value with Sunnats or Siccas, We determin’d on 
coining them in our Mint and have for that purpose desired the Gentlemen at 
Fort St. George to send us stamps. 

36. We deferr’d putting up the Mint to Contract till such time as we could 
obtain the Nabob’s assent to our coining the Murshudabad Siccas, which 
having now effected we shall use our endeavours to establish the Mint on the 
footing directed in your Commands. 

37. The Dollars shall be valued at the rate you have lay’d down but it 
will be impossible to contract at a Certain rate for every sort of Gold or Silver 
that may be delivered into the Mint. The various coins of this part of the world 
are innumerable besides which it frequently happens that many different sorts 
are melted together and delivered to be coined by the lump. We shall there¬ 
fore propose the Contract on the same footing as at Madrass, that is, the Con¬ 
tractor shall agree to bear all the charge of the Mint excepting the House and 
Repairs. He shall receive a certain allowance P Cent for coinage and he that 
offers to do it at the least charge giving sufficient security shall have the 
Contract. 

36. He shall deliver the exact produce of all the Gold and Silver given 
in to be coined according to its real Value by Assay. For which purpose we 
think it absolutely necessary that you send a capable Assay Master by the first 
opportunity, in the mean time we shall get the most able assistants we can 
for this service; and as every proprietor of Bullion may have an (Jpportunity 
of getting his Gold or Silver tried in the place we think there is no great 
room for Injury to be offered. 
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39. The accounts sent you home last year of the Weight and fineness oT 
the Gold and Silver Rupees were so full, that nothing remains to be said on 
that Head. 

40. You will observe by our Consultations the sales of our imports, proper 
accounts of which are enter’d at large. 

41. The troubles under which the province of Patna as well as this part 
of the Country have for some time Laboured by the invasion of the Shazaddah 
and irruption of the Mahrattas have been extreemely detrimental to the State 
of all our Imports, as an instance whereof we need only mention a few lots of 
woolen goods and Copper sold at the sales of and July 1759 which was not clear¬ 
ed out by the first purchasers, but resold on the 23rd September last and there 
arose a very considerable deficiency as will appear in the Account sales enter¬ 
ed in our consultations. 

42. We delivered to the import warehouse keeper the sample of Cornish 
Tin sent us out this Season, which we laid before the Merchants of the place. 
Upon examination it was found Inferior to the Eastern Tin both in quality 
and convenience of being work’d, and that it would bring no more than CRs 
18-8 P Factory Maund whilst that from the Eastward is sold for CR 20. 

43. The copper consigned us on the Sandwich we have sent round to 
Bombay in the same vessel as there is a very considerable quantity of that ar¬ 
ticle now in the place and but very little demand for it. 

44. We directed the Surgeons to examine into the qualities of the Medi¬ 
cines sent out this season as distinguished in the 6i parh. of your General Letter 
of the 1st April and were informed they are all so equally good, that they can¬ 
not justly give the preference to any and that all were far superior to what 
used formerly to be sent, they therefore leave it entirely to Your Honor’s De¬ 
termination which to pitch upon for our future supply. 

45. Three chests of Medicines marked No. 2, 3 and 4 Fort William no" 
agreeing with the Invoice we attribute it to a mistake of the markers by putting 
the mark of our Settlement upon what was intended for Fort St. George we 
have therefore sent the Gentlemen of that Presidency a list of the contents of 
those three chests in order to rectifye the mistake. 

46. The want of a Madeira Ship this season lays us under a very great 
Inconvenience wh'-ch is particularly felt by the gentlemen of the army whose 
fatigues require that they should be indulged with every refreshment that can 
be afforded for their relief. We therefore for their sakes as well as for your 
servants in general request you wnll continue to supply this settlement by an 
annual Ship from Madeira. 

47. The Falmouth being detained at Fort St George the gentlemen 
there sent u 4 down her Consignments for our Presidency on the ships Prince 
Edward, Sandwich, Latham and Lord Anson, the Leopard Snow and the Be- 
nala Sloop kecffing a small part for which they had occasion they informed ur 
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that upon weighing the copper it turned out heavier than was specified in the 
London Invoice this day [they] attributed to a deficiency in their weights, on 
our weighing it again here we found a deficiency from the Fort St. George In¬ 
voice from which it seems probable that was the true reason,300 Barrels of gun¬ 
powder and some part of the stores Military and Naval intended for our Presi¬ 
dency on the Ships for this season have been detained at Madrass and we 
have received a few shot and shells of their Consignment which could not be 
easily come at and were proffer'd to remain on board by the gentlemen there 
at the request of the several Captains. For the first we have debited their 
Presidency and given them credit for the last. 

48. We sent to the President and Council at Fort St George a few 
bales of Broad Cloth at their request on account of the Military they having 
been disappointed in the cloathing they wrote for to Europe by the miscar¬ 
riage of their Indents by the Grantham. 

49. The cloathing for our Officers of the Infantry and Artillery we 
have reed, from the Ships Latham and Lord Anson and we shall be careful 
to observe your Directions relating thereto. 

50. Upon exzunining the import warehouse Books, we find no Cloathing 
landed from the Elizabeth for the use of Captain Campbells Company of 
Royall Artillery at Fort St. George we received two Casks from Captn. 
Burdett one of Clogs and another of Shoes and some hats of which no mention 
has ever been made in your Instructions to us. 

51. Upon taking into consideration the Goth Parh of your General Letter 
of the I St April prohibiting a private trade in Opium to the West Coast 
Summatra, we were of Opinion that any restraints upon the Trade thither 
at this time would be detrimental to the Company’s Interest as it would 
prevent the giving an Encouragement to the Natives to cultivate their pepper 
plantations by a neglect of which they might Suffer their Plants to go to rui n 
and the produce of that Commodity would be hurt for some Years. We rather 
think at this juncture it would be proper to Encourage those that are willing 
to nm the risk of keeping up that Trade till such time as the West Coast is 
again in possession and your Settlements re-established. 

52. In the mean time in obedience to your Commands we have sent 50 
Chests of Ophium on the Leopard Snow to the West Coast on account of the 
Company, which we hope will be a means of Encouraging the Hanters and 
securing a Quantity of Pepper for the China Ships of next season. 

53. The Gentlemen of Bombay sent us on the Godolphin three hundred 

bales of Cotton which were safely landed and put up to Publick Sale. The 
account Sales is entered after our consultation of the 21st August and we hope 
will prove satisfactory. ^ 

54. A Chest of Treasure mark fB No. 5 having been landed from tihe 
Prince George lay in the Warehouse sometime without being claimed and we 

22 
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were Ignorant to whom it belong’d but the Commissary of Stores at Fort St. 
George informing our Secretary by letter that it was designed for the pay of 
the King’s Artillery at that place we sent it down on the Ship Duke at that 
time proceeding thither. 

55. Upon enquiry we find the Money sent to Fort St. George on the Bos- 
cawen, Grantham and Fox which turn’d out somewhat Deficient was pack’d 
up by Mr. Charles O’Hara then Sub-Treasurer, that Gentleman being since 
dead prevents our further Enquiry, but we sliall be rarefull in future to suffer 
no such Neglect. 

56. The President laid befijre the Board a letter he had reed, from the 
Secret Committee in England directing him to cause a strict Search to be 
made for contraband trade supposed to be on the Rf>yal] Duke, Captn. Pigou. 
In couscqnc7ice of which the most proper Measures have been privately taken 
for dis'^overing wether such Goods had been Imported both by narrowly 
watching the Ship, searching the Boats that came from her and observing what 
was carried to, or from his house, and after all the Enquiry j)ossible. We do 
not sec any reason t<» believe Captn. Pigou guilty of the breach of Duty of 
wliich he was suspected, especially as we liave bec:v inform’d his Ship was 
sear.''h’d at St. IIclcTia in consequence of llie Secret Committee’s Directions 
to the Governor there, the account of Goods !and<'d from that ship is enter’d 
after our Consultation of the 4th of Dccr. 

Thirdly of Investments 

57. The necessary Advances of Treasure wc Iiavcrnadc to (he Gentlemen 
at Fort St. George have greatly diminished our Investment of the Scasem but 
we hope wliat is wanting in the Qiiantity will be greatly made up by the Qua¬ 
lity, as the smallness of our purchases lias given us an opportunity of making 
a choice of our Sortmeuts. 

38. Wc shall send y<iu tliis season in all about 3300 Bales of C'oth, of 
which 980 arc laden on the Royall Duke now under Dispatch. 

39. We beg leave to refer you to our Books of Letters for the pailiculars 
of our Subordinate Correspondence, the Abstracts of our Aurung accounts 
will inform you of the Sums transmitted luir Gomastahs for the purchase of 
Cloth. 

Go. The Gentlemen at Madras informing us they had only 300 bales of 
Cloth for the Onslow, we laded on that ship 500 bales and thereupon increa¬ 
sed an Investment by advancing 150,000 Rs. to the Aurungs, and some of 
our Gomastahs having offers of ready money Goods at a small advance of the 
Aurungs Prince [price] we chose to accept of them as the purchase of cloth by 
advancing putten might prove too dilatory for this Years Shipping. 

61. ^he troubles that have long infested the province of Patna and 
the heavy rains have greatly retarded our purchases of Salt Petre, Our provi¬ 
sion of that Article amounts to 60,000 Maxmds. 
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62. On the Triton, Lord Mansfield and Sandwich we have sent round 
to the gentlemen of Bombay 18,000 Maxmds of Petre and to Fort St. George 
on the Onslow 7,500 Maunds vs-c shall likewise send thither on the Prince 
Edward 3,000 Maunds of which 2,400 is for the Admiral Watson and the rest 
for the use of their Presidency. We have laden on the Royall Duke 7,500 
Maunds and shall put the same Quantity on board the Latham and Liord 
Anson. 

63. The lateness of the season would not admit of our refining the Petre 
of this years produce as you have directed; we tlierefore laded it on the 
Ships as usual; but in future it shall be purified at Patna for which purpose 
we have given ordcis to make the necessary Apparatus and sent up all Coppers 
we had in our Warehouse. 

(>4. With respect to tlic Purnca Petre the President when he was at 
Mnrshadabad siioke to the Nabob on the subject and was promised that 
the Company should have the whole Quantity produc’d in that Province 
bill mentioned at tlic same time that he believ’d there was only sufficient 
made for the use of the Go'/ernrucut. 

65. However as we are well inform’d great Quantities of Salt Petre arc 
brought out of the Pui'nea country your Honors may depend on our en- 
dc<i\ ours to procure a large proportion of it, For that purpose the President 
left i istruciions with Mr. Balson Ciiief at Cossimbuzar to endeavour to 
CO' fract with tlie Nabob or Naib of tliat Province for as much as he could, 
and this wc shall be as Assistant [insistent?] as possible. 

( 56 . We have taken care to prevent the Dutch from procuring any Petre 
at Patna and the Quantity we have spared them this Season does not exceed 
7750 Maunds we liave promised them four thousand Maunds more out of the 
other cxjjectcd Fleet from Patna, thus much v.'e thought reasonable 
and prudent, to avoid giving them too great occasion of complaint. This 
supply enables them to provide but v'ci-y scantily for their Ships bound to 
Europe, and we believe therefore their supplying the French with that Article 
will be prevented. 

67. Mr. Richard Wilder at Cossimbuzar has made great Improvement 
in the winding Ids raw silk, as Your Honors will observe by some samples 
of long skaind putney sent by the Royall Duke for your Inspection. 

Fourthly of the Trade of India and Transactions with the 
European Powers and Country Government 

68. The Term for which the Tuucaws had been granted to the Company 
(as you have been already inform’d) Expir’d in the Month of March last, 
and the Nabob instantly demanded the restoration of the lands. The bailance 
at this time was very considerable wether owing to the Marhattas and 
the other Armies which the last year had infested the Province, or to the 
Knavery of the Zemidars whose interest it was to keep those countries as long 
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as they could'in the hands of the Company. It is certain that the Nabob had a 
Very just i^ight to insist upon our restoring the lands upon his giving such a. 
security as should be deem’d reasonable for the remainder of the 44 Tuncaws, 
as they had been granted to the Company only for a limited time, some 
months however had Elapsed and the land still continued in our possession 
as we could not consent to part with them whilst so large an arrears was due 
to the Company; which gave rise to a suspicion that it was our Intention 
never to give them up again. The Nabob himself shew’d that he entertain’d 
the same apprehensions. At length in the month of August he sent the Roy- 
royan an OfBcer of Consequence to Calcutta with powers to treat with us 
upon this Affair; and earnestly solicited through his means the restitution 
of those Countries. After many Debates with him upon the subject it was at 
length agreed that the lands should be given up to the Nabob upon Condition 
of his paying 8 Laaks of Rupees in ready Money and a pledge of Jewells for 
die remainder, which was to be redeemed by stated Monthly payments till 


the whole amount was 

discharg’d in the following manner, viz. 

In Cautic or 

October . 

• 

200,000 

Aghun ... 

November 

• 

200,000 

Poos 

December 

« 

200,000 

Maug ... 

January 

• 

150,000 

Phagun ... 

February 

• 

150,000 

Cheit 

March 

* 

100,000 

Bysaac ... 

April 

• 

100,000 

Jeit 

May 


100,000 

Assar 

June 

• 

100,000 

Sawn 

July . . 

• 

150,000 

Bhadun ... 

August 

• 



Sicca Rs. 16,07,512-4-8 

69. The possession of these Countrys had been the principal source of the 
disputes between the Nabob and the Company from the first Grant of the 
Assignment which was one inducement to us to Comply with the above terms. 
But another more weighty consideration inclin’d us to take this Resolution. 
We had hitherto depended on the Nabob for the stipulated Monthly Payment 
of a Laak of Rupees for the charges of our forces engaged in his service, a sum 
not only insufficient for the purpose for which it was assigned, but never 
regularly paid. Our troops at Patna were reduced on this account to great 
Distress and our difficulties here for want of Money were not less severe. Far 
from being ablt to supply the necessities of Fort St. George we were obliged 
to put a stop to our own Investment, and scarcely could provide for the pay 
of the Troops, and the other Indispensible charges of the Settlement. Tilings 
could not remain in this State. Means must be sought of procuring for the 
Company larger and more certain Fimds, and this could only be done by 
having Countries ceded to them. Burdwan one of the richest Zemidarrees 
of Bengali and of all the most convenient by its Situation was consequently 
that which we most wished to obtain, and in this view it seoned much for 
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die Oompany’s Advantage to have >it disenctunber’d Iroiii old Debts, the 
^ich ben^ tflansferr’d upon the Nabob to be made good by the sale of 
JeweDs or from his own revenues instead of Temaming updn * C(Hintry we 
boped to acquire for the Company would be in Effect so much saved or Gained 
to tbe Company; and the consequences have paoved the Justice these 
Considerations, the countries ceded to us being free from all Incumbrance^ 
and the Nabob personally answerable for the ballance of old accomits. 

70. But how expedient soever this Agreement might be for us still as the 
proposal came from the Nabob and our acquiescence had been Importunately 
requested as the means of relieving him from his distress, and giving him a 
Credit with his own people we hop’d the readyness with which he had 
accepted the other Security he offer’d in lieu of the Tuncaws would have 
cncreased his confidence in us, and made him the more Inclinable to grant any 
Requests which we might have occasion to make in Behalf of the Company. 

71. In this expectation and encouraged by the Assurances of the Roy- 
royan, the President wrote to the Nabob, desiring a Grant of the Country of 
Chittigong to the Company on condition of their paying to the customary 
rents to the Sircar, and the farm of Chunam at Sillet for the use of our new 
Works which had received great Interruption from the want of that article. 
How little reason soever we had to depend upon the Nabob’s Gratitude, it 
proved no small Mortification to us to receive not only a peremtoiy 
refusal to these requests but a Declaration from him at the same time that 
he would not allow the Company to have any Trade at Chittigong, to which 
our ancient Phirmauns and his own Perwaniiah gave us an Indisputable 
Right, this refusal and the remarkable Opposition which the Nabob conti¬ 
nually shew’d to ev’ry Measure proposed for the advantage of the Company, 
We could not but attribute entirely to the bad Counsels of his Ministers, who 
saw with an evil eye the Influence of the Company, and readily snatch’d 
at every occasion which might reduce it. To the same cause was owing the 
distressed State of the Nabob’s affairs which his weakness and indolence 
left entirely to their Management. He had been beset by his Seepoys at 
Murshudabad for want of their pay and in emminent [sic] Danger of losing his 
life by their Tumults. As he had not the power of satisfying them ev’ry day 
might be expected to bring on a renewal of the same disturbances and that 
not only the Nabob would be sacrificed to their discontents but the City be 
given to plunder. It was therefore equally necessary for the security of the 
Nabob’s Person and Government and for maintaining the Companys in¬ 
fluence, to set up some Power in opposition to the Ministers then in Employ 
or to effect their Removal Altogether. Happily an Occasion soon offered 
itself to put in practice this Determination and to secure the rights of the 
Company and advance their Interests and this without giving the Nabob 
any just cause of uneasiness. 

7a. We must premise that a most melancholy Accident gave*room for 
the projected Reformation by the death of the Chuta Nabob who was des- 
troyM by Lightning a little lacforc the Conclusion of the lastGampaign. 
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This Disaster as it left a great Vacanqr in the Administration in which the 
young Nabob had a principal Share so it served to Manifest to the World the 
Nabob’s wealcness and Incapacity which have hitherto appeared the less 
conspicuous whilst the weight of the public affairs was supported by his Son. 
The Nabob having no other Legitimate Son and his Natural Children being 
all too tender an Age to be entrusted with the Charge of the Government 
in so dangerous a juncture, the Succession naturally devolved to his Son in Law 
Cossim Ally Cawn, a young man very much respected by the then President 
and Select Committee wlio had had occassion to remark his great Attachment 
to the Company and the weight which he had among the principal men in 
the Province. The jealousy which had been instilled into the Nabob by 
the people about him against Cossim Ally Cawn, and his irresolute behaviour 
in regard to the appointment of a Successor to his deceas’d Son, ijiduced 
Cossim Ally Cawn to solicit the Interest of the President on his behalf; which 
in consideration of tlie Necessity of the Public Affairs and the advantages 
that would accrue to the Company from their support of a man in a Station 
of that consequence, it was agreed to give him with such an additional pc.wer 
as should enable him to over rule the Men who had long misguided the Nabob, 
and to bestow upon the Company some Advantages in return for their pro¬ 
tection. In the month of September he came down on a Visit to Calcutta and 
agreable to the Resolution above mention’d a Treaty was made and ratified 
with him, a copy of which is enclosed. The countries therein stipulated were 
computed to produce an annual revenue of fifty Laaks. At present they can 
hardly yield that amount, but in a time of Peace and under proper segulations 
we have hopes that they will exceed it. 

73. The country of Burdwan (as we have already mentioned) was our 
first and principal object as it lies contiguous to Calcutta, is one of the most 
considerable Zemidarrees in the province and the Rajah or his people in¬ 
capable of giving us any Obstructions in the Collection of their Rents. 

74. Midnapoor joins to Burdwan and lies on the borders of the province 
of Cuttac. The Town of Midnapoor is defended by a Fort, which though cons¬ 
tructed after the manner of the Country yet may be made very useful! in pre¬ 
venting the Inroads of the Marhattas who have no other entrance into Bengali 
from the Southward but through this Country. 

75. The trade of Chittigong has been so long an object of the Companys 
wishes that We shall not need to say anything concerning the advantages 
of this acquisition which it shall be our great aim to render by every Improve¬ 
ment it is capable of equal to the hopes which have been conceived of it. 

76. When everything was agreed upon with Cossim Ally Cawn he re¬ 
turned to the City and was followed a few days after by the President who by 
his preseqee and by laying before the Nabob a fair representation of the neces¬ 
sity of the public affairs, it was hoped might prevail upon them to give his vo¬ 
luntary consent to the regulations already resolved upon; and in case of his 
refusal it was ^determined that such a degree of Force should be used as might 
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intimidate him to a Compliance. Severe as this measure may appear it was the 
only resource we had left, and the only one that could preserve both the Nabob 
and ourselves from greater difficulties, which must quickly have grown into 
a dangerous extremity. Sensible as he was of the truth[... .]of those repre¬ 
sentations laid hefore him by tlie President he had not the power to shake 
off the absolute rule which a few ill-designing Men had over him and he chose 
rather to fall witli them than to retain his dignity without them. The Parti¬ 
culars of this trairsaction arc fully set forth in the following Papers in the 
packet, to which wc beg leave to refer you. 

77. No. I. Treaty made with Cossim AUy Cawn the 25th September. 

No. 2. Letter from the Governor and Goli. Gaillaud to the Select 
Committee dated at Moraudbaug the 21st October containing a detail of 
their proceedings in consc-qucncc <>f the said Treaty and a particu-ar ac¬ 
count of the manner of the O’d Nabob JafFcr Aliy Cawn resigning the 
Subaship and of the Appointment of Cossim Ally Cawn. 

No. 3. Letter from the Governov and CoU.Caillaud to the Select Com¬ 
mittee dated at Moraudbaug the 310. Novemr., containing a g'.ucral ac¬ 
count of the difficulties subsisting nt the Army at Patna of the provision 
made for their immediate Supply and of the measures intended to be 
pursued there. 

No. 4. Letter from the Governor to the Select Committee dated at 
Cossimbuzar the 3rd November with the copy of an address he j^resented 
to the New Nabob at taking leave. 

No. 5. A memorial shewing the necessity of the resolutions taken witli 
r< spcct to the state of the country abstracted from all tlic advantage sti¬ 
pulated for the Company. It contains also a nariativc of all that passed 
the same as the letter No. 2 being intended for a publick account and 
Justification of the whole proceeding. 

78. Before this Revolution happened the eight Laaks of ready Money 
were paid into the Treasury and the old Nabob had delivered to the Chief 
and Council at Cossimbuzar three chests of Jewells valued by him at Twelve 
and a half Laaks of Rupees. These yet remain at Cossimbuzar and have not 
been opened or offered to sale but We imagine if they were to be put up at out¬ 
cry they would not produce more fhan half what they were valued at by the 
Nabob.These Jewells are the only real security now in our hands for the ballance 
of 1607,512-4-8 outstanding upon the former Treaty. But the present Nabobs 
acceptance of the obligation executed by the old Nabob for the discharge 
thereof, according to the several Monthly Payments before mentioned renders 
him personally answerable; and there is no doubt of its being fully paid if the 
power we now have over him and the Affairs of the province in general, is 
maintained, for the sum is not large compared with the resources of the Suba- 
ship. If we have not been so pressing for the payment of the two.first propor¬ 
tions already due, as well as for the five Laaks he promised as a present to the 
Company it is consideration of the great difficulties which we know he ha» 
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had to struggle with in the beginning of his Government, on account of the 
immense arrears due to the Troops of the old Nabob both at Murshudabad 
and Patna. 


79. The Ballancc before mentioned is conformable to the Adjustment of 
accounts between the President and Royroyan refer’d to in consultation 
of 1st September and of which a Copy is transmitted in the packet; and we 
believe it will prove nearly exact. But a Committee of the Board are now 
employ’d in revising the whole account from the beginning comparing the 
receipts and issues in the Treasury Books and the Invoices of Gold and Silver 
Jewells, cloth & c put down from Murshudabad, the accounts of the several 
Subordinates and the sums acknowledg’d to have been received for restitution 
by the several concerned and as fast as the several Articles have been cleared 
from the confused and unintelligible State in which they were found they have 
been thrown into the Form of Regular Journal and Ledger which are now in 

such [itc] for your Honors by this Ship [.]. By those the whole State of 

the Account will be made quite clear and the irregularities mentioned in your 
commands of the ist April and your Auditors report, rectified. 


80. The two Laaks lent to the Nabob in 1758 with interest 2 years at 8 
Per Cent Rupees 32,000, is included in the ballance before mentioned of 
Rs. 16,07,512-4-8, 

8 1. But he is accountable besides for fifty thousand rupees, being the bal¬ 
lance of the Monthly Laak of Rupees stipulated by the old Nabob for the 
Subsistance of our Troops in the Field and of which the present Nabob has 
discharged all the arrears up to the end of Septr. excepting the said sum of 
Fifty Thousand. From the ist October the Company are to supply the demands 
of the Army out of the Revenue of the Countries ceded to them. 

82. The Nabob is deb ted likewise for twenty seven thousand Sicca rupees 
and fifty thousand Sunnals advanced to his Troops at Patna by Mr. Amyatt 
to whom we have made it good on account of the Company as we are persua¬ 
ded Your Honors will agree with us that that Gentleman should not suffer 
any Inconvenience for a measure taken for the Good of the Public service. 

83. To those add the five Laaks promised by the Nabob as a present to 
the Company to be remitted to Madrass as a help towards the Expences of 
the Siege of Pondicherry. 

84. This is the full state of all our demands upon the Nabob; and we have 
lately had the pleasure to hear from Mr. Batson the Chief at Cossimbuzar that 
he has got Orders to receive from the Royroyan the receiver of the Kings 
revenues the following Sums 


On the 2nd Januarv 
On the 17th January 
On the 151^ February 
Also from Kossendoss 


230,000 

200,000 

100,000 

27,000 


557,000 
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l>esides wjuch the Nabob has paid Major York for the CSiarge 

of the detachment under his Command . . . 50,000 

and the Fougedar of Hoijgly is to pay into the Treasury here . ao,ooo 

627,000 

which complcats the payment of all the sums for which he is Answerable exce¬ 
pting the balance of 16,07,512-4-8 to be paid in Monthly proportions as be¬ 
fore particularized and towards the discharge of which He has desired that 
the Jewells tiow at Cossimbuzar may be sold. 

85. The Dutch having involved themselves in fresh disputes with the 
Country Government both parties requested we would intervene as Mediators 
and we accordingly brought them to an accomodation by a Treaty of which 
a copy is sent in the packet. 

86. The Negotiation previous to this Treaty, as well as the Detail of the 
War with the Shazadda and Marliattas will be particularly communicated 
in a separate address from the Select Committee here to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee. We have only to add on this Subject that it is greatly to be lamented 
the de.sired tranquility is not restored to the Country as both the sales and 
investment have suffered much by the Continuance of the Troubles. 

87. By the advices brought from Pigu by the Victoria Snow we find 
the King ofBurmars by whose orders the settlement of Negrais was cut off, 
is since dead, his son who reigns in his stead, received the Commander of 
the Snow in a friendly Manner and permitted him to carry away the English 
who had been detained prisoners, except two who remained at the Kings 
desire and their own Consent to take care of the Timbers belonging to the 
Company. The Victoria brought away as many of the Timbers as she could 
hold and the King desired she might return to carry off the rest. In general 
the King makes us offers of Friendship but the Country is so much in troubles 
that we shall only bring away what remains of the Companys property 
and we shall rvot think of establishing a Settlement. 

Fifthly of Fortifications, Buildings & Revenues 

88. We are much concerned to have occasion to acquaint you of great 
Frauds committed in carrying on the new Works by a combination of those 
who were employed upon them. Mr. Holwcll then Governor having received 
Hints of illegal practices committed by those Persons, try’d to discover to what 
length and by whom they had been carried on, and at last by the Con¬ 
fession of Gobindram Tacoor it was found that the sum of 344 > 5 ^ 5"4 
been shared by Different Servants employed on the works, besides the sum 
of 99484 which Captain Jno. Brohier acknowledged in his Letter of the 
25th June to have come to the share of those immediately under him, and 
this he Attributed to his want of Caution over them, owing to a l»fng Illness 
but we have some reason to believe from his Conduct the above Sum was 
his own proportion of the Gains, the whole progress of this inquiry will appear 
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more particularly in a separate Book of Consultation held on the Subject 
commencing the 2(st April and ending 14th July. 

89. In the Account Particulars of the above sum of 344565-4 entered 
after the Consultation of the 26th of June we find there appears a sum 61 Gog¬ 
s'lo, charged to the Account of Bullerara Muckurgee and Rangerind Ray 
but which ;ipon Examination was found to have been Embezzled by Mr. John 
Louis, who had been for sometime employ’d as an Assistant Engineer. He 
absconded upf)n this Fraud coming to Light and notwithstanding the most 
diligent Search we could get no account of him either here or at the other 
Settlement. 

90. In Uie same Account the Sum of 31639-11-6 has proved to have 
been taken by Louis da Costa a Portuguese Writer employ’d on the Works 
This man absconded before the Enquiry took place and has never since made 
his Appearance here, and concerning him we alst) have wrote to the other 
settlements to apprehend him wh\?never he is discovered. 

91. For the remainder of the said siuii of 344565-4, Securities were 
taken from the Banyans therein meniioned, to refund the Moitey at Stipu¬ 
lated Payments. A considerable Part has been already received as you will 
observe in our Ticasury Bo(jk5 p'aced under the head of over charges in the 
new Works. 

92. The sum of 232/9-] 0-2, put to the account of Anundcram Doss 
in the 2nd Article of the account Before-mentioned appearing upon enquiry 
as Pr. Consultation of the iith July 1760 to be a part of what Captn. 
Brohicr acknowledges in his Letter, the said Sum thcrefjre deducted, for 
the remainder, being 76264-5-10 Captn. Brohier in his Letter of 
17th July entered after that days Consultation, Offered sundry Effects 


amounting to . . . . . 

. 29814-10-6 

also Mr. Carvalho’s security bond . 

. 19449-11-4 

a bill of Exchange on Mr. Jno Call 


at Fort St. George.for 

. 7,000 

and his own bond payable in 2 years 

. 20,000 


76264-5-10 


93. Mr. Brohicr upon the first discovery of his Malpractices was put 
under Arrest, from which a few days after he was released on his Parole, 
and upon the Securities beforementioned being accepted, his Parole was 
delivered up to him. But the use he made of this Indulgence will stand as a 
Proof of his guilt. For in the Night between the 29 th and 30th of July he 
also absconded and has evaded all our searches, notwithstanding Letters 
were inunediately sent to all the Chiefs of the Country around to seize and 
return hirq to Calcutta whenever he appeared. 

94. Mr. Carvalho has paid part ofwhat he became Security for and there 
is on manner of doubt of the ballance in his hands. The bill on Mr. Call has- 
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been forwarded to Madras from whence we have as Yet had no answer. 
We proceeded against him in the Mayors Court for the amount of his Bond 
and had Judgment passed thereon; an Attested Copy of his Bond and the 
Judgment is forwarded in the Packett, that you may come upon him if he 
appears in Europe or his Effects shouM any be discovered. 

95. The works since Mr. Brohiers disgrace have been put under the care 
of Mr. Thomas Amphlett whose diligence deserves to be commended; For 
a more particular Account of the Fortifications witli respect to what has been 
done and what remains unfinished, we must refer you to his in tlic packett, 
as well as his letter to us dated tJic i8ih October and entered after our .Con¬ 
sultation of the 20th. It is with pleasure we have to accpiaint you the Body of 
the place is almost compleated excepting the GatCAv'-ays which arc the business 
now in hand. These with a sufficient number of Magazines for ammunition 
and provision and Barracks for tfic men will render the place defensible We 
shall therefore use all the possible means for fijrwarding the Work to have it 
Finished during this dry season as We think the Companys present posses¬ 
sions in this Kingdom will merit a strong capital for their security and that 
this Fort heavy as the Expense has been is not too extensive for the accpiisitions 
now enjoy’d which will afford to maintain proportionable Garrison. 

g6. It has been found for the two last rainy Seasons that the River has 
made some Approaches towards the new Fort, to prevent this danger affecting 
the works we have directed all the stone ballast wc can get with a Qiiantity 
of Bricks and Rubbish to be thrown down, which w'e hope will in a short 
time form a Bank affording sufficient security against its incroachments. 

97. The House formerly pxrrchased for a Sea Custom House is men tioned 
in the 69 Paragraph of an Address of the 29th Deer. 1759 suffering 
much by the last rains, and it being calculated the necessary repairs would 
amount to more than the building deserved we thought it more for the Comp¬ 
anys Interest to dispose of it. We accordingly put it up to outcry and sold it 
for CRs. 8051, and in place of it we hired tlie House belonging to Huzrumull, 
which Colonel Clive possessed, as it answers in all respects for the Custom 
House. 

98. The House purchased of Mr. Carvalho being the most conveui eut 
for the Governor, Mr. Van Sittart now posses[s]es it and there being great 
occasion for a House for the commanding Officer of our Troops in Bengali 
near the Fort and Barracks we purchased that belonging to Mr. Holmes 
as being extreamly proper for that purpose for CRs. 20,000 the lowest price 
stipulated by that Gentleman to his Attorneys in Bengali. 

99. And there being a Garden House belongiiig to Mr. Fraukland cx- 
treamly convenient for the Refreshment of the Governor when the Multi¬ 
plicity of his business will permit Him to leave the Town wc ha^e thought it 
far from a superfluous charge to procure it on that account for the sum of 
Rs. iO,,ooo. 
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100. The Tcnn for which the new Lands were kt from May 1759 not 
being yet exjmed, no alterations have been yet made on the Rents escept that 
the Measurement has been continued. In the 76 Par, of otir Address of die 
39th Deer. 1759 you were advised of a Gain df 72240 Bigas in € Pergun- 
nahs, since then, we have measured two Perguimahs more and find an Incre¬ 
ase of Bigas: Begaha 54213, cottahs 10. 

101. Of the Revenues of your late Valuabk acquisitions of Burdawan 
Midnapoor and Chittigong we can give you but an uncertain statement. The 
Burdwan Rajah persuaded by the reports of some ill-designing persons round 
himjthat it was our design to turn him out from his Zemidarry seem’d in¬ 
clined to take the part of the disaffected Rajahs. How expedient soever it may 
be hereafter to have an exact Measurement of that extensive province and 
to divide it out into small parcels yet it was by no means our present Intention 
being unwilling to give the Rajah any reason to take part with the enemies 
of the Government at a time when the Country was already full of Commotions, 
we endeavour’d therefore by all possible means to assure him ©four Intentions 
to continue him in the Zemidarry with which appearing satisfied he sent one 
of his principal officers to settle a Kistbunda or stipulation of payment for 
the remainder of the present Bengali year ending the loth April the whole 
amount of the said Kistbunda was Sicca Rupees 1035284-4-10 as is en" 
tcr’d at large in our Consultation of the i8th December. 

102. These terms we were sensible were much below the real value of the 
Lands and much to the Rajah’s advantage but in consideration of the present 
want of money here and at Fort St. George and for other reasons more 
particularly mentiorxed in the said Consultation we thought it prudent to 
accept of them and serve to a future opportunity the Establishing such regula¬ 
tions as might seem more beneficial to the Company. But it is now again doubt¬ 
ful wether even these Payments will be made according to Agreement for 
the Rajah under pretence of being obedient seems to have carried on a private 
correspondence with the other disaffected Rajahs and it is fortunate we have 
had so Early an Opportunity of putting him to the Proof. 

103. A detachment which was sent to take possession of Midnapoor 
under command of Captn. Martin White, was ordered that service performed, 
to march to join Major Yorke, who is proceeding in conjunction with the 
Nabob against the Bierboon Rajah^. The road from Midnapoor to the place 
where the two pxarties were to join, happens to lie through the town of Burda¬ 
wan Captn. White had the most positive orders to regard the country as a 
possession of the Companys and the Rajah as their friend, which Orders 
he strictly adhered to, but the Rajah who no doubt had designed to prevent 
the junction of our Troops opposed with all his Force the passage of our Detach¬ 
ment over a river near Burdawan; Captn. White deferr’d as long as possible 
the coming to extremities but when he found himself obliged to it, it did not 
cost much Vime to give the Rajahs Forces a total defeat. They dispersed 
abandoning the Tovm and Captn. White proceeded on quickly to his place of 
destination. We have had no advices From the Rajah since and doubt not 
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this accident will have a good effect and it certainly gives us a very just 
reason for putting the Zemidarry upon what footing we think the most con¬ 
venient and such measures we shall take when Circumstances will admit of 
it. 


104. Of the Country of Midnapoor our Troops took Quiet Possession but 
this District consisting of a number of Zamidarries the regular Payment of its 
revenue as entered in the Books of the Government amounting to 
Rs. 530o63ra-4 as Pr. No. 43 in the Packett but we look upon this as a 
very uncertain Computation and hope to be better informed from Mr. 
John Johnstone who is sent to Midnapoor for that purpose. 

105. We have got a like account of Chittigong revenues amountiftg 
to Rs. 504148-6-6 as Pr.No. 44 Mr. Verelst is gone thither with the other 
Gentlemen as mentioned under the 6th Head of Servants and we hope soon 
to receive a satisfactory account of their enquiries & Regulations. 

106. Upon the whole as we are very sensible of the value of th«e acqui¬ 
sitions so shall we not be wanting to put them on the most advantageous 
Footing. 

107. The Gathering in the revennues was lodged in the Hands of one of 
the Members of Council under the title of Collector who has regularly- 
accounted for all the Rents and revennues whilst that method subsisted and 
since the receipt of your Commands of this season dated the 1 st April we have 
according to the regulations contained in the 96 and 97 Paragraphs formed a 
Committee of New Lands consisting of three Members of the Board and two 
Junior Servants, with an Accomptant and Secretary for the greater Regularity 
in carrying on the business of their office. They will keep separate Books and 
annually transmit you their proceedings. 

108. In our Letter of the 29th Decemr. Pr. Calcutta and Hardwickc we 
gave you a full Account of the Duties we collect on all Imports and the 
Methods you point for the Sea Custom Master’s Direction are now fully 
complied with. 

109. The customs formerly levied on Necessarys and Provisions brought 
to Town by Land have been for many good reasons abolished, as entered in the 
face of our Consultation of the 4th September and it gives us pleasure to 
find this step entirely concurs with your sentiments on this subject mentioned 
in Paragraph 100. 

110. The observations concerning the Priviledge of Dustucks contained 
in the loi and 102 Paragraphs of Your Commands dated the 1 st April 1760 
have been considered with that attention which so earnest an injimction from 
your Honors, ought and always will excite in us. We beg leave to assure 
you that we have considered it with Minds free from any View Jto our own 
private Interests, and that if the Regulation proposed by your Honors, or 
any other that we could imagine, or have been informed of had appeared 
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100. Hie Tcrni for which the new Lands were let from May 1759 not 
being yet expired, no alterations have been yet made on the Renti except that 
the Measurement has been continued. In the 76 Par. of our Address of ihe 
agth Deer, 1759 you were advised of a Gain of 72240 Bigas in € Pergun- 
nahs, since then, we have measured two Pergunnahs more and find an Incre¬ 
ase of Bigas: Begaha 54213, cottahs 10. 

101. Of the Revenues of your late Valuable acquisitions of Burdawan 
Midnapoor and Chittigong we can give you but an uncertain statement. The 
Burdwan Rajah persuaded by the reports of some ill-designing persons round 
him^that it was our design to turn him out from his Zemidarry seem’d in¬ 
clined to take the part of the disaffected Rajahs. How expedient soever it may 
be hereafter to have an exact Measurement of that extensive province and 
to divide it out into small parcels yet it was by no means our present Intention 
being unwilling to give the Rajah any reason to take part with the enemies 
of the Government at a time when the Country was already full ofCommotions, 
we endeavour’d therefore by all possible means to assure him ©four Intentions 
to continue him in the Zemidarry with which appearing satisfied he sent one 
of his principal officers to settle a Kistbunda or stipulation of payment for 
the remainder of the present Bengali year ending the loth April the whole 
amount of the said Kistbunda was Sicca Rupees 1035284-4-10 as is en¬ 
ter’d at large in our Consultation of the 18th December. 

102. These terms we were sensible were much below the real value of the 
Lands and much to tlie Rajah’s advantage but in consideration of the present 
want of money here and at Fort St. George and for other reasons more 
particularly mentioned in the said Consultation we thought it prudent to 
accept of them and serve to a future opportunity the Establishing such regula¬ 
tions as might seem more beneficial to the Company. But it is now again doubt¬ 
ful wether even these Payments will be made according to Agreement for 
the Rajah under pretence of being obedient seems to have carried on a private 
correspondence with the other disaffected Rajahs and it is fortunate we have 
had so Early an Opportunity of putting him to the Proof. 

103. A detachment which was sent to take possession of Midnapoor 
under command of Gaptn. Martin White, was ordered that service pei formed, 
to march to join Major Yorke, who is proceeding in conjunction with the 
Nabob against the Bierboon Rajah^. The road from Midnapoor to the place 
where the t%vo parties were to join, happens to lie tlu ough tlie town of Burda¬ 
wan Captn. White had the most positive orders to regard the country as a 
possession of the Companys and the Rajah as their friend, which Orders 
he strictly adhered to, but the Rajah who no doubt had designed to prevent 
the junction of our Troops opposed with all his Force the passage of our Detach¬ 
ment over a river near Burdawan; Captn. White deferr’d as long as possible 
the coming to extremities but when he found himself obliged to it, it did not 
cost much \ime to give the Rajahs Forces a total defeat. They dispersed 
abandoning the Town and Captn. White proceeded on quickly to his place of 
destination. We have had no advices From the Rajah since and doubt not 
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this accident- wUl have a good effect and it certainly gives us a very just 
reason for putting the Zexnidarry upon what footing we think the most con¬ 
venient and such measures we shall take when Circumstances will admit of 
it. 

104. Of the Country of Midnapoor our Troops took Quiet Possession but 
this District consisting of a number of Zamidarries the regular Payment of its 
revenue as entered in the Books of the Government amounting to 
Rs. 530063-2-4 as Pr. No. 43 in the Packett but we look upon this as a 
very uncertain Computation and hope to be better informed from Mr. 
John Johnstone who is sent to Midnapoor for that purpose. 

105. have got a like account of Chittigong revenues amounting 
to Rs. 504148-6-6 as Pr.No. 44 Mr. Verelst is gone thither with the other 
Gentlemen as mentioned under the 6th Head of Servants and we hope soon 
to receive a satisfactory account of their enquiries & Regulations. 

106. Upon the whole as we are very sensible of the value of these acqui¬ 
sitions so shall we not be wanting to put them on the most advantageous 
Footing. 

107. The Gathering in the revennues was lodged in the Hands of one of 
the Members of Council under the title of Collector who has regularly- 
accounted for all the Rents and revennues whilst that method subsisted and 
since the receipt of your Commands of this season dated the 1 st April we have 
according to the regulations contained in the 96 and 97 Paragraphs formed a 
Committee of New Lands consisting of three Members of tlic Board and two 
Junior Servants, with an Accomptant and Secretary for tlie greater Regularity 
in carrying on the business of their office. They will keep separate Books and 
annually transmit you their proceedings. 

108. In our Letter of the 29th Decemr. Pr. Calcutta and Hardwicke we 
gave you a full Account of the Duties we collect on all Imports and the 
Methods you point for the Sea Custom Master’s Direction are now fully 
complied with. 

109. The customs formerly levied on Necessarys and Provisions brought 
to Town by Land have been for many good reasons abolished, as entered in the 
face of our Consultation of the 4tH September and it gives us pleasure to 
find this step entirely concurs with your sentiments on this subject mentioned 
in Paragraph 100. 

no. The observations concerning the Priviledge of Dustucks contained 
in the loi and 102 Paragraphs of Your Commands dated the 1 st April 1760 
have been considered with that attention which so earnest an injunction from 
your Honors, ought and always will excite in us. We beg leave to assure 
you that we have considered it with Minds free from any View Jto our own 
private Interests, and that if the Regulation proposed by your Honors, or 
any other that we could imagine, or have been informed of had appeared 
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capable of putting Trade upon a better footing for all Traders in general with¬ 
out prejudicing the Gompanys Investment we would most readily have endea¬ 
voured to obtain the Nabob’s consent. 

111. Your Honors perhaps have not been sufficiently informed of the 
Difficulty thtit is continually met with at most of the Subordinate Settlements 
and Aurungs in procuring a Sufficiency of Cloths for the Gompanys Invest¬ 
ment—it would indeed be absolutely impossible ever to fulfil your Orders 
were there not many Restrictions in favor of the Company. At the Subordinates 
the Gentlemen in the service are forbid to make any purchases for themselves 
until! the Quantity required for tlie Company is secured. 'I’hc gentlemen at 
Calcutta are not permitted to send Coraastahs to purchase at the Aurungs 
dependent on any of the Subordinates, nor tlie Gentlemen of one Subordinate 
to make purchases at another. It is tlie same with the Out Aurungs depen¬ 
dent on Calcutta. None of tliC Gentlemen in the ComT>any’s Sei vice are per¬ 
mitted to sciid Gwinastahs to any place where there is a Gomastahs [v'c] 
purchasing Goou'> for Company, without giving Notice to the Committee, of 
Aurungs and getting a letter from them to the Gompaiiys Gomasl.ih wJio is to 
take cat e that he does not interfere in any thing' prejudicial U) the Cr)mi)auys 
Investment. These restrietions arc ralcuiated to keep ihe Weavers *'oofincd 
as nmeh as possible to the Clompanys Sortnv'ats ’.vhu h we believe wou'd 
fall C-Ktrcincly Short as well as grow (ontir.ually dearer if th<* fjee hlevehanis 
had the priviledge of the Dusluck equally with the (j.nnpanys Servant, 'I'hc 
great .number of purehascr.s at the Aurungs must of course make the pticc (jf 
Labour rise, j)urchascrs also who would not willingly submit to any Regula¬ 
tions we might make, nor think it just that any prcfereiu.e. should be given to 
the Company. Tlic trade would suffer so much by the Number of er)mpeli- 
tors that we think the Effect of such a change would b? very different from 
^vhal your Honors’ propose, and that instead of beitig a relief to Trade it 
Avould be a great hurt to the Merchants in General anrl to tiie Interests of the 
Company in particular. 

112. We flatter ourselves that your Honors will for the reastms before 
rae.ationed approve of our not endeavouring to obtai.i from the Nabob his 
acceptance of a certain yearly Sum to be paid by the Company in lieu of the 
Duties now collected by the Government from the Merchants of Calcutta, 
so that all without Exception might have the Priviledge of Dustacks. But we 
believe that if we had found it to be consistent with tlie Company’s Interest 
to put the Trade upon that footing the Nabc>b’s assent could not Jiave been 
obtained. The President when at Murshudabad asked him whether such a 
proposal would be agreeable, but far from Approving he seem’d much 
alarmed sensible of the great Detriment it would be to the Revenues of 
Hougly which are made up c hiefly of the Customs upon Goods going to 
and from Calcutta. 

i' 

113. The sum to be paid the Nabob in lieu thereof, in case such an 
Agreement had taken place would have been so considerable that the Dustuck 
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Duty to be levied here for the Company’s Reimbursement must have been 
a very heavy addition to your other Customs, nor is to be doubted but those 
Merchants who Complain now of the preference given to the Company’s 
Servant in respect of Dustucks would have complained yet louder of this 
additional Duty. 

114. Those gentlemen who have signed tlie Letter refer’d to by your 

Honors have for the most part not the least reason to complain of unreasonable 
dealings in the Company’s Servants, Some of them ^rho have employ’d 
Company’s Servants to provide their Goods have had them at very Moderate 
rates but in General they have been unwilling to make any contracts and have 
chosen rather to take the Chance of the Market which has proved sometimes 
favourable to the Seller, sometimes to the Buyer, At this time goods made at 
Cossimbuzar yield little or no profit here, while Goods made at Dacca and 
Ijuckiiiore will yield toventy, twenty five or thirty P Gent and tivoso last five 
or six Years ago, were so extreamely h>w iu're that several of tixe Gerulemcn 
of the Dacca Factory sutTor’d much in tlxeir fortunes by providing them as 
they could not get their prime Cost. This »is<juc the Company’s Servaixt runs 
it is tlxe fair Chance f)f an Open Market which the free Merchants for the 
most part as we Iiave before obsevv'ed, prefer to coptr.icts and they have no 
more right to Coinid ii)' when the Price ixi the Maikel happej's to be high 
tli.'i'' the Seller l\as when It happens to be Low. Whe \ they themselves bring 
gootls to sell from Foreign Markets they are tuxl wanlieg in llieir Ih'depA'ours 
to sell f->r as high a price as tiiey can. 

115. Such therefxre Ivavc no Just reason of Coinjilainl as they have not 
contracted or e ideavoured to contract with Compauys Servants—^Bnt tixere are 
some who we understand Ixave had suiTicient Grounds for Complaint—we 
mean those who fjnnerly had concerns under the Governor and Council in the 
Freight Ships in ^vhich we have been iixfoi'incd it was a Practice for each 
Gentleman of the Council to load his own proportion in Goods, and these 
Goods every one charged at wliat j>rice be Llioiiglu proper. The Claplaln and 
Supercargo, dependiixg on tlie Governor and Counci' to provide the Goods 
were oblig’d to lake their Concern in a (largo m^de up after that Manner 
and no wonder the Voyages turned ont extrearnly ill, an unreasorible Profit 
havixjg been made on the Goods before they left the Port. 

116. But we beg leave to assure your Honors tliat the Gentlemen now 
concerned jointly with us receive a very dilTcrcnt Treatment. Such goods as 
are bought at the Market here, not having been contracted for before, are 
bought on the best Terms possible by Managers appointed out of the con¬ 
cern’d and no profit of any sort charg’d upon them here. Such Goods 
as are provided from the Aurungs by ourselves, or by contract wnth the 
Gentlemen as the Subordinates are delivered at so moderate a premium as 
barely to answer the Interest and risque of Providing them with a small con¬ 
sideration for the Time and charges sav’d by means of the Duatuck, an ad¬ 
vantage which was undoubtedly Intended to be reserve<l to the Companys 
Servants when the Indulgence of the Dustuck was granted them. The 
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Calculation of the Advance proposed to be put upon the Goods provided at 
the Several Subordinates and Aurungs in proportion to the Distance and the- 
Risquc is enter’d on the Minutes of Consultation of 24th November to which 
we beg leave to refer you. 

117. That the abuse of this indulgence was formerly too common a practice 
we have reason to think is but a Just Reproach But we are equally convinced 
that no such practice has been followed since the attention given to this Matter 
last Year, and the oath prescrib’d to be taken by all who have the benefit 
of this Priviledge. We doubt not but this Solemn Tye added to the regard 
which the Gentlemen in your service have for their own Reputation, will be 
sufficient to make them abhor so Dishonourable a practice. If any there be, 
who strangers to these Sentiments shall venture to abuse an indulgence for 
which they ought to be thankful, we shall hold them unworthy of your Sei*vice 
and make a severe Example of all who shall be discovered. The President will 
be particularly Observant of the Applications made to him for Dustacks and he 
has already recommended to the Nabob to cause all his Guards at the several 
Chowkeys or watching places upon the river to be more strict in the examina¬ 
tion of Boats and to seize all who shall be found with English Colours without 
a Dustack; this is an imposition often practised by Portuguese, Armenians, 
and the Country people to defraud the Government of their customs and 
through the Indolence or knavery of Chowkeys has doubtless succeeded very 
frequently and been the cause in great Measure of the Complaints that have 
been put undeservedly to the Account of the Gentlemen here. 

118. We shall leave this subject with assuring you that we shall acquiesce 
without murmuring in the loss of the advantage of the Dustuck if your Honors 
after considering all that we have taken the Liberty to say, shall continue to 
think such an alteration would be for the benefit of Trade in General and 
Consistent with the Company’s Interest. At the same time we cannot help 
giving it as our Opinion that the Company’s Servant has a very reasonable 
Pretension to some indulgence in matters of Trade over the Free merchant 
considering that the Latter has his whole time to apply to Management of 
his private Concerns while the Former is employed for the most part in 
attending his Duty to the Company. 

119. The Consigners of Coral to this Place have not, at least for some time 
past paid any Consulage to the Governor; but Mr. Van Sittart observing 
that the Tenor of the Bonds given by the Consigners to the Company is the 
same here as at Fort St. George where the Governor receives on all Con¬ 
signments of Coral and Silver a Consulage of 2 P Cent, thinks he should 
receive the same here, but will not make a demand of it until he receives 
your Answer, and has desired therefore that it may be mentioned to your 
Honors in order to be regulated according to your Pleasure. 

120. We have paid a due obedience to your 123rd Paragraph directing 
a duty of twenty P Gent to be levied on Foreign Broad cloth. Perhaps, Long 
Ells or other Woolen goods imported here more through compliance witK 
your Ord^ than a Belief that we shall ever have an Opportunity to buy it. 
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isi. Some time last Year the Arrack Farm was abolished with a vciw 
of Preventing the too great Sale of that Spirit amongst the Military but upon 
finding it had not the desired Effect, for when the privilcdge of vending that 
Article was taken out of the Hands of the Farmer, a number of small Disti¬ 
lleries were set up and the sale increased, we again resolved to let it out to 
Farm under such Regularities as would Effectually prevent abuses being 
committed by an immoderate Sale thereof. Those Regulations arc entered 
after the Consultation of the 7th August, it has been twice advertized but no 
one has yet Offer’d to engage in it. 

122. We have mentioned in the 33rd paragraph that we should recoin 
the Siccas of former Years at the charge of 1 P Gent, the real Expence of this 
Restamping will not exceed Eight annas, the remainder will be a Gain to the 
Company to whom it shall wholly be referred, till we are informed whether 
it is your pleasure to annex any part of it to the allowance of the Governor 
and Mint Master, in the same proportion as you have been pleased to do out 
of the established custom of 2 P Cent on the first Coinage. 

Sixthly of Covenanted and Military Servants and their Accounts 

123. Mr. Van Sittart arrived here the 27th July and received the Charge 
of the Government. He begs leave to take this first public Opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing his great sense of the Unconunon favour you have shew’d him, and 
of Assuring your Honours of the utmost Zeal and Diligence in the Com- 
panys Service. 

124. Mr. Amyatt having requested Leave by his letter of the 11 th August 
to resign the Ghiefship of Patna and come to Calcutta, the same was accord¬ 
ingly granted, and Mr. Maeguire appointed to that Ghiefship as in Con¬ 
sultation of 21st August. 

125. Mr. Ellis arrived the loth October and applied to the Board for the 
Ghiefship of Patna as being Senior to Mr. Maeguire who had not then set out 
but the affair being debated in Consultation of 20th the Majority were of 
Opinion that the former Appointment should stand Good. 

126. Mr. Holwell by his Letter dated the 29th Sept, requesting Leave to 
resign the Honourable Companys Service the same was accordingly gran ted. 

127. The Resignation of Mr. Holwell, the death of Mr. Burton and the 
departure of Mr. Grafton for Europe made three vacancies in the Council 
to which Messrs. Billers, Verelst and Smyth should have succeeded but those 
Gentlemen as well as Messrs. Sami. Waller and Cullen Smith having been 
appointed of Council at the time of the departure of the several Gentlemen 
who returned to Europe by the Ships of Last Season, and having been sworjj 
in and taken their seats long before the receipt of your commands dated the 
Q3rd November 1739 there seemed no great Impropriety in continuing them at 
the Board as it would be their right to Succeed to the first Vacancy. According¬ 
ly the Council consists for the present of fourteen instead of twelve, but the 

23 
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two first Vacancies that happen will not be filled up by which they will be re¬ 
duced to the Number prescribed by your Honors. 

128. Mr. Warren Hastings was long stationed at Moraudbaug, as 
Resident for transacting all the Company’s Business at the Nabobs Durbar by 
his knowledge of the Language and his application to the Affairs committed 
to his management, he render’d on all Occasions satisfactory Services. But 
the President being desirous of his Assistance in carrying on the continual 
correspondence which in time of war is so necessary to be kept up with the 
Country Government, Officers in the Field, the Subordinate Settlements as 
well as the other Presidencies and the business at the Durbar not being so fre¬ 
quent but that it may be conducted by the Chief at Cossimbuzar without 
taking up too much of his Time. Mr. Hastings was therefore permitted to come 
to Calcutta and stationed under the President. 

129. Mr. Francis Sykes having been afflicted with a Long Illness and the 
Surgeons giving it as their opinion that he can have no hopes of recovering his 
Health in this Climate he requested by his letter of the 29th Decemr. permis¬ 
sion to proceed to Europe and accordingly takes passage on the Royall Duke, 
Injustice to his Merits we beg leave to recommend him to You as a diligent and 
Capable Servant of which the Improvements he made in the Cossimbuzar 
investment during fifteen months that it was under his management may be 
mentioned as an Instance. 

130. Mr. Cullen Smith finding the Frequent Attendances on the Coun¬ 
cils and Committees interfered too much with his duty as Secretary to both, 
resigned the post of the Former, Mr. Geo. Gray was appointed to succeed him, 
as being Judged a capable person and we hope he will give proofs thereof, and 
of his diligence, by rectifying all the Errors and Omission of which your Honor 
have lately complained, and by Keeping the Business forward with due 
re gularity. 

131. Since Mr. Lushington’s appointment to attend the Army we have 
been much at a loss For a Translator to make English Copies of the letters sent 
to and received from the country. For the Encouragement of the Gentlemen in 
the Company’s Service to make themselves capable of that Task we have 
thought fit to annex a very extraordinary Salary to the Post of Translator, we 
have extended it even so far as three hundred Current Rupees P month being 
of opinion that it is a most essential point for the well managing the Company’s 
business to have Gentlemen in the Service apply themselves to this study. Mr. 
Charles Rogers being so far versed in the Moors Language® as to be capable of 
condtj^ting the business with the Assistance of a Moonshey to read the Letters 
out of Persian into Moors we appointed him to the Post of Translator with the 
Balary before mentioned and flatter ourselves that for the foregoing reasons 
your Honeys will approve of what we have done. The more to induce your 
Servants to be diligent in this pursuit we shall take the Liberty from time to 
lime to mention flxe Names of those who by their Assiduity make such pro- 

ess as to p:p6ihi8e arriving at a Proficiency by which they will render 
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themselves useful, on this account Mr. Edward Gulstone chiefly merits ou 
present Notice. 

13a. The Ghiefship of Cossimbuzar was offered first to Mr, Amyatt 
then at Patna but he declining, Mr. Batson was appointed* 

133. Mr. Charles O Hara died of a lingering illness, the n th September, 
on account of which he was obliged to leave his Station at Patna. 

134. Mr. Thomas Frist likewise died of a Fever on the and August. 

135. Mr. Edward Harwell going out a Volunteer with a Detachment of 
Scepoys from Patna against the Shazadda in February last was involved 
unfortunately in the Defeat and has not been since heard of, We conclude 
he fell in the field. 

136. Of the Gentlemen taken this Season into your Service Messrs. 
Walton Stevens and Henry Hall, Factors, and Benjamin Ashwood Writer 
died at Fort St. George. 

137. Notice has been given to Messrs. Joseph Jekyle and William Bodle 
of their Appointment but they are not yet arrived. 

138. The other Gentlemen being arrived were called before the Board 
and questioned concerning the behaviour of the Captains of the vessels on 
which they took their passage towards them, and signified their Satisfaction, 
they are appointed to the Stations in which they were most required as will 
appear from our Consultations. 

139. Without Disparagement to the Qualifications of the Gentlemen 
whom who [w] you have been pleased to send out and appoint this Season as 
Factors, we beg leave to represent that the Gentlemen here who are thus 
superceded having been three, four, to five years employed in the different 
Branches of Your Affairs, and of whom some by their Diligence particularly 
Mr. George Williamson who has served for some time in the Post of Sub 
Secretary and has always done his duty greatly to our Satisfaction, have 
arrived at Offices of considerable Trust, must in general be more capable of 
conducting all parts of your Business than the Others for want of Experience 
can possibly pretend to. For this reason as well as for the sake of encouraging 
your Younger Servants with the hopes of rising in proportion to their merits* 
we take the Liberty to recommend your avoiding such appointments as much 
as possible. A Letter sign’d by the principal Gentlemen who have suffered on 
this occasion is entered after our Consultation of the ist Septr. and we beg 
leave to recommend it to your Favourable Notice. 

140. Captn. Gowen being gone to Bombay on Furlow will remain 
here according to your Appointment and Captn. Mackie in consequence 
of your orders of last Season has likewise proceeded thither. 

141. Captn. James Spears being accused of appropriating to himself 
some Money that belonged to another Officer, was brought to his tryal before 
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a General Gpvirt Martial and Ca^hio^d. Lieutenant Wilson rosigneal tfcc Ser¬ 
vice and the Deaths among your Military Officers since the Departure of the 
last Ship are as follows, Captn. Ingram at Madrass, Lieutenants Price Sturgeon 
and Hassenclaver and Ensign Fenwick Ensigns Cockran and WinUebeck 
who commanded the party of Seepoys mentioned in the 135th Paragraph were 
both Killed by the Enemy. 

142. On the face of our Consultations of the 2nd of June you will observe 
extract of a Letter from Col. Gaillaud then commanding the Army at Patna 
strongly representing the Necessity of appointing another Field Officer' there 
being at that time, none belonging to this establishment and the Majority cf 
the board agreeing with Colonel Caillaud that Captn. Martin Yorke was the 
best qualified for that post it was accordingly resolved on to grant him a Brevet 
to act as Major till such time as your pleasure should be Known. 

143. Two gentlemen were superceded by this promotion Captn. Fenwick 
and Captn. Fischer, the Former by your appointment to have the command 
of the 2nd Company. It was imagined you intended he should rise no higher, 
nor indeed will his advanced age, admit of his attending to the duties of a Com¬ 
manding Officer, the objection to Captn. Fischer was his being a Foreigner. 

144. In your letter of 23rd Novr. 1759 you mention that Major Carnac’s 
conunission will be sent by the Latter Ships, but as that has been omitted 
We have given him a Commission to take rank from the date of your said 
Letter by which he commands Major Yorke. 

145. Captain Carstairs soon after his arrival delivered in a Letter setting 
forth his right of precedency over Major Yorke as entered after our Consulta¬ 
tion of I ith November and a Letter from Captn. Fischer to the same purpose 
is entered after the Consultation of 15th December both which we refer’d 
to Your Honors’ determination. 

146. Colonel Caillaud represented it to be absolutely necessary for the 
success of your Military operations to have a body of European Cavalry in your 
Service, it was resolved in our Consultation of the 22nd Sq>ti. to raise 
as fast as possible Two Troops of Dragoons and a small party of Hussars 
under the Regulations mentioned in that Days proceeding. 

147. Accordingly the following Officers are appointed to serve in the 
Cavalry 


Henry Spelman 
John Carvalho 

George Hay 
and 

William Elerson 

Christopher Theos. Chaigneau 
and 

Qye la Sext 


} 


to be Captain 
Captn. Lieutenant 


I St Lieuts. 


} 
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148. The fbllowmg promotions have been majfc in your Military, Cadets 

John Kckcrmg, Samuel Deal,—De Wilbam Scotland, John Hayiws, 

James Gowpcr, William Stuart, Christopher Theos. Ghaigneau, Vernon 
Duifeild, Alexr Don, Cornelius Crofts, William Mynatt, Thos Lander, Thos 
Blewett, Henry Mitchell to be Ensign, Ensign John Nollikins, Lieutenant 
Adrian Deck, Thomas Davis, William Hays, John Beal, Lieutenant fireworkers, 
Lieutenant John Baylong and William Filewood to be and Lieutenants, John 
Grewer to be ist Lieutenant, Necross Dunstall and Ralph Winwood to be 
Captn. Lieutenants and Captain Lieutenant John Kinch to be Captn. of 
the Artillery. 

149. The Great advantage we have found in having two or three Officers 
to every Battalion of Seepoys, is the reason the Number so much exceeds 
the established Companys. 

150. Next Consultation after the Appointment of the Officers of the Caval¬ 
ry, a Memorial signed by 33 Subaltern Officers was laid before the Board com¬ 
plaining of Mr. Carvalho’s promotion to be Captn. Lieutenant, but it appear¬ 
ing to the Board that they h^ an undoubted right to appoint what Officers they 
thought proper to a corps entirely new and independant of the Infantry, we 
thought it sufficient to acquaint the Officers for their Satisfaction that it was 
never intended to remove the officers of the Cavalry to take rank over them in 
the Infantry, but not content with this John Trevanion and Sir William Hope 
waited upon Col. Caillaud the same Evening to acquaint him for themselves, 
and about 30 more subaltern Officers,, that they had come to a resolution to 
resign their Commissions Many of those Officers were under actual orders for 
Service, and while Col. Caillaud was representing to them the extreamly bad 
example of such a Behaviour and endeavouring to make them Sensible of their 
Duty and the Injustice of their Pretensions, Mr. Carvalho hearing of the Trou¬ 
ble which his Promotion had occasioned, delivered in a Letter requesting tc 
resign which being granted stop’d all farther proceedings and the affair dropt, 
We have however caus’d it to be enter’d at Length in our Consultation of the 
29th September and we beg leave to offer it as our opinion that such a combina¬ 
tion deserves as much as possible to be discouraged and that Mr. Carvalho as 
well by his behaviour in this instance as by his Readyness since to do all the Ser¬ 
vice in his Power by acting as a Volunteer merits your Approbation and Favour 

151. Lieutenant Fireworker Lyell being in so bad a state of Health as 
to be rendered unfit for your Service lequested Leave to resign his Commission 
and return to Europe, we thought it more for your advantage to procure him 
a passage to England than to keep him here at a monthly Expence, he 
therefore takes his Passage on board the Royal Duke. 

152. According to your Orders a General List of the Officers on this 
Establishment with the dates of their Several Commissions is enclosed in the 
Packettr 

153. Francis How who came out this year a Cadet being Known to many 
of the Officers as a person of a bad character and Unfit for an officer, aS ^p^iears 
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by the Certificates entered after the Consultation of the 17th Novr. which 
his account of himself in his answer does not sufficiently clear up, we deter* 
min’d to send him back to England. 

154. Robert Boulton mentioned in the 98th Paragraph of your Com* 
mands of 23rd Janry 1759 has been sometime in the service of the Country 
Government here. The Nabob lately consented to deliver him up and he 
goes on the Royal Duke. 

155. John Raper whom you were pleas’d to Entertain as a bricklayer 
for this Settlement goes home at his own request as by his petition enter’d 
after the Consultation of the 17th November and as his Contract is not expir’d 
is to pay for his own Passage. 

156. In the separate consultations relative to the Frauds committed in 
the new Works, there is a Letter deliver’d in on the 26th June by Mr. Francis 
Charlton then Storekeeper of the Works being a Vindication of his Conduct 
in the discharge of that Trust and shewing that if his Vouchers appeared for 
more Stores than were really delivered, it was entirely owing to the Imposition 
of the Banyan of his office in Combination with the rest of the Banyans 
entrusted in the seveial branches of the Works considering the great Variety 
of Stores received and delivered and the other Employments to which Mr. 
Charlton was obliged to Attend, it was hardly possible to guard against the 
settled designs of such a Combination, this accident has therefore not lessened 
the Opinion Mr. Charltons good behaviour made us conceive of him, and 
we hope will meet with the same favourable construction from your Honors. 

157. Being in hopes that Chittigong will become a place of great Trade, 
we have appointed Mr. Vcrelst Chief, and Messrs. Randolph Marriott and 
Thos. Rumbold of Council; for other Appointments you will please to be 
referred to the List of Servants transmitted in the Packet. 

158. In Paragraph 161 of your Commands of ist April you direct your 
Servants allowances to be put on the footing of your Order of the 3rd March 
1758 and that all Surpluses be repaid into your Treasury; the only addition 
made to that allowance is the article of House rent which is paid to your 
several Servants in lieu of having Apartments allotted to them there being 
at this Time no Appartments for that purpose; and the allowance made is 
barely sufficient to furnish a habitable Lodging; and we beg Leave to assure 
your Honors that your Servants could not possibly Subsist without it and we 
request therefore it may be continued till there are sufficient appartments 
for their acconumodation. 

159. In answer to the 119 Paragraph of your Commands of ist April 
and in order to give Your Honors ail the satisfaction you require concerning 
the Emoluments of the several posts in Council, we shall here state the same 
particularly for your Information. 
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The Governor has accordg. to your Directn. an allowance of.. 

.2000 Rs. P.M.24000 

The duty of i P.Ct. from the Mint may produce almost 5,000. 

The Yearly Salary and gratuity of ^ 300 

A custom upon Freight Bales amounting to abt. 5,000 

Import Warehouse Keeper, 50 Rs. P Menm. 600 

Export Warehouse Keeper . Nothing 

Accomptant.Gratuity P annum. 1,000 

Mint master ^ P.Ct. on coinage is abt. P Anm.. 2,500 

Collector.75 Sicca Rs. P Menm. 900 

Sea Custom master fees arig. on allowce. of 8 Annas P bill about 3,oco 

Buxey.55 CRs. P Menm. 660 

Paymaster . Nothing 

Register of Dustucks. i ,000 

Besides which each of the Council have CRs. 98-7-6 P. month and 
jC 40 P Annum. 

160. The Gentlemen of Council as well as all your other Servants would 
very willingly obey our Directions relative to giving a Twelvemonths Notice 
before they Quit your Service but they hope that tio determinate Conclu¬ 
sions are to be drawn from such Notices, as it may happen that a Gentleman 
whose circumstances now give him room to hope he may be able to retire next 
Year may before the Time comes meet with Accidents that put his Fortune 
back and oblige him to remain in India. 

161. The treaty made wilhCossim Ally Cawn and which in its Conse¬ 
quence produced the late Change in the Subaship, was debated and Con¬ 
cluded entirely by the Select Committee and not made Known to the rest of 
the Council until the whole was executed and the President returned from 
the City when a Gompleat account of the proceedings was laid before the 
board This method appeared to the Select Committee to be most conforma¬ 
ble to the plan laid down in the 59 Paragraph of your Commands of the 
nth Feb. 1756 and the 52 Paragraph of the nth November 1757, it being 
an affair which seem’d to them absolutely to require secrecy and it must be 
confessed that the Secrecy which w'as observed was the means of having the 
plan carried into execution with so much facility and with disturbance or 
loss of Blood. 

162. We mention this in order to have your Honors determination whetlier 
this method of proceeding of the Select Committee is conformable to your 
Intentions, or not. Messrs. Verelst and Smyth two of the Gentlemen of the^ 
Council having made a minute in Consultation of the 8th November signi¬ 
fying it to be their Opinion that the plan should have been communi¬ 
cated to the whole Board before it was carried into Execution, We hope 
to be favoured with your particular Orders for our future Gtiidance. 

163. Messrs. Sumner and Mac Guire having been sworn into’the Select 
Committee before your Commands of this Season arrived, and being well 
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acquainted with all the proceedings of the Committee^ and the State of Affairs 
depending on their Management, the other Membera were desirous they 
should continue to be of that Board. 

164. And Mr Ellis arriving afterwards in a rank above the two gentle¬ 
men before mentioned, and being thought in all respects a fit person to be 
a Member of the Select Committee, he also was sworn in. 

165. The death of Mr. Barton occasioned one Vacancy so that the 
said Committee consists now of two Members more than are appointed by 
your orders of the i6th January 1760 vizt. 

The President 

Peter Amyatt Esqre. 

Lieut. Col. Caillaud... . as Commander in Chief of the Troops here ih 
absence of Colonel Coote. 

Major John Carnac on military affairs only 

Mr. Wm. Ellis 

Mr. Wm. Brightwell Sumner 

Mr. Wm. Maeguire 

In order to reduce the Number to five, as prescrib’d by your Orders 
the two first Vacancies that may Happen will not be filled up. 

166. Mr. Richard Wilder acquaints you in his Address by this Packet of 
his reasons for remaining here; he will now wait your further orders and in 
the mean time be employ’d in Continuing to make all the Improvements he 
•can on the Winding of the raw Silk. 

167. Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted was in Coihpliahce to your commands 
ordered to hold himself ready to proceed to Bombay, and accordingly gave 
Up the Office of Surveyor and Mr. Edward Handle was appointed in his 
stead. 

168. But being afterwards advised that Mr. Plaisteds AsMstance would 
be very useful in compleating the Surveys of the River and Coasts near 
Chittigong we have employ’d him on the Service, esteeming it very essential 
and have wrote to the President and Council at Bombay that he shall pro¬ 
ceed to them after his return. 

169. The Infirmities which Gaptn. Fenwicks age subjects him to render¬ 
ing him incapable of enduring the Fatigues with which your Military 
Service is Attended, we recommend it to you to make a provision for him 
Suitable to his Long Services. 

170. In our Consultation of the 2nd June you will find a Complaint 
laid before the Council against Mr. James Barton for beating a Banyan 
and in that of gth is his Reply to the Charge but as it was a matter judged to 
belong to the Q,uarter Sessions and the t^artles making it up between them the 
Couneil took uo fitrther measures regarding it. 
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171, The Wvcral paragraphs in Yoctr Letter of the ist April 1760 dela¬ 
ting to Mr. Holwell being communicatfcd to that Gentleman he deliveitid 
w in, a letter on the Subject which is entered in our Consultation of the 
1st Dec. to which you will please be referred. 

17a. We have made the enquiry which you direct concerning the Insin*. 
nations contained in the Letter of Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes to the 
•Court of Directors, and find that his Information concerning Foreign 
Woollen Goods being carried up to Patna arises from a purchase made 
by several gentlemen here of a parcel of French Broad Cloth taken in 
Chandernagore and sold at the public sales, a circumstance of this sort will 
not We imagine fall under your censure and for the future we shall Levy the 
Duty of twenty P Cent as you direct, if any should be Imported. That 
Gentleman departed this life of a lingering Illness the 24th October. 

173. Relative to your complaint of Messrs. Beecher and Smith we have 
only to refer you to the i4oih Paragraph of the Genl. Lettfcr from hence P 
Calcutta and Hardwicke dated the 29th Decemr. 1759. 

174. In compliance with your Commands we have paid off the Bonds 
in the name of Mr. Williamson, Mr. Plhisted, Mrs. Mapletoft, MVs. Arfatoon 
and the Charfty School stock. 

175. Applications have since been made to us for the payment of sevei>al 
Bonds which were lost at the Capture of Calcutta. 

176. Mr. Holwell as Attorney for the Heirs of Thomas Purnell and 
Trustee for Robert Massey deced. sent in a letter to the Board repeating his 
demand of Payment of the Bonds he mentioned in his Letter of die 5lh 
March 1759. Mr. Fullerton demanded payment of a Bond of CRs. 2,273-12-9 
in the name of Walpole Eyre as by his letter, entered after the consultation of 
the 12th November and produced a Certifi[catc.] Captn. Roch also produced 
a certificate for a Bond in the name of George and Mary Tipping for CRs. 
5,827-2-3 as in his letter of the 17th Novemr. and Messrs. Smith and 
Beaumont produced one in the name of Roger Drake Junr. and John Browne 

for two Bonds amounting to CRs. 10,324-5.as in their Letter of the 

26th Decemr. and a black Merchant produced one in the name of Anumderam 
Coppree for CRs. 800. We declined paying any of these demands until 
we shall be favoured with your Orders for that purpose but we must give 
it as Our opinion that they are justly due as well as the rest contained in a 
List entered aftei- our Consultation of the 25th Febry. for the reasons men¬ 
tioned in the 5th Paragraph of the Genl. Letter of the 3rd March last. No 
fresh demands of this sort have since then as yet appeared. 

177. We have received from the Directors and Council at Chincera 
the sum of CRs. 75,428-10-6 as Indemnification for losses sustained in the 
Dut<5h Troubles according to tne Tenor of the Treaty. Tlye particular 
Sfateihent is entered after our Consultation of the 20th June last. The 
^private losses fncliided therein have been paid to the respective proprieftoTs 
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on their giving Indemnification to refund their several proportions in case this 
Money should ever be restored to the Dutch. 

178. In our Consultation of the 22nd of September you will observe the 
post of a Committee [Commissary] appointed for the Regulation of accoimts 
laying down Rules for keeping the Accounts of the Army in a more regular 
manner as well as the Accounts with the other Presidency and the accounts 
of money at Interest. 

179. In consequence of what was there reconamended Mr. Hugh Watts 
was appointed Comissary General for camp expenses. 

180. Mr. Wm. Magee was appointed to carry on the Book of the 
Presidency, but it was found convenient for the sake of dispatching to con¬ 
fine him to bringing up and settling the Old Accounts and give the Books 
of the Settlement to Mr. Dacres, our Sub Accomptant. Mr. Magee in his 
Letter of the 15th Deer, informs us our sets of Books vizt. ending in June 

April 1757, 1758 and 1759 will be ready to be transmitted by the latter 
ships of this Season. 

181. We very much fear that the ensuing Yeais investment will be very 
short, for want of having a sufficient Stock in our Treasury to begin it at 
this time. If no hostilities in the country prevent the regular Collection of 
our revenues, they will be very considerable but if we must keep an army or 
two in the fields as is the case at present, and if the demands of Madrass Presi¬ 
dency do not cease, all that we collect will scarcely suffice for those pur¬ 
poses; happy will it be if we can provide so far and for the expenses of the 
Fortifications and other Indispensable charges of the Settlement our Drau¬ 
ghts upon you this Season will be considerable but there is little prospect of 
any large sums coming in by that Channel the ensuing Year. We therefore 
hope and must recommend that supplies of Treasure may be sent out as for¬ 
merly. A large Command of Money will always enable us to extend Your 
Investment in proportion & prove advantageous to the Company. 

182. We have granted the following Setts of Bills of Exchange payable 
at three hundred and sixty five Days after sight valuing the current Rupee 
at two shillings and four pence sterling. 

One sett for one hundred seventeen pounds, seven shillings and four 
pence sterling (ji^Jsterg. 117-7-4) payable to Christopher Roberts for current 
rupees one thousand and six (CRs. ioo6) reced. here of Abr’am Gee Esqre. 

One Sett for six hundred and thirty pounds sterling (j^^sterg. 630) paya. 
ble to Captn. Johnson Ranson for current rupees five thousand and four 
hundred (CRs. 5,400) reced. here of Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted. 

One Sett for eighty one pounds thirteen shillings and four pence sterling 
(jCsterg. 8f-i3-4) payable to Captn. Richard Allwright for current rupees^ 
seven hundred (CRs. 700) reced. here of Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted. 
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One Sett for four hundred and sixty six pounds thirteen shillings and 
four pence sterling (^(^sterg, 466-13-4) payable to Messrs. Alexander Callender 
and Allan Auld or cither of their Orders for Current Rupees four thousand 
(CRs. 4000) reced. here of Mr. Bryan Scotney on account of Captn. Peter 
Carstairs. 

One Sett for one hundred and eighty five pounds nine shillings and nine 
pence sterling (^^sterg. 185-9-9) payable to Captn. George Lindsay for 
Current Rupees one thousand five hundred and eighty nine, ten annas, and 
three pice (CRs. 1589-10-3) reced. here of Mr. Robert Browne on account of 
Captain Archibald Kier. 

One Sett for forty pounds, seven shillings and two pence sterling (^sterg. 
40-7-2) payable to William Davis Esqrc. for current rupees, three hundred 
and forty five, fourteen annas, and nine pice (CRs. 345-14-9) reced. here of 
John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. Account the Estate of William Parker Deced. 

One Sett for twenty one pounds, eight shillings and three pence sterling 
(;(^sterg. 21-8-3) p^^yable to William Davis Esqre. for current rupees, one 
hundred and eighty three, eight annas and six pice (CRs. 183-8-6) reced. 
here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. account the estate of Thomas 
Leech deced. 

One Sett for seven thousand pounds sterling (^(Jsterg. 7,000) payable to 
William Davis, Charles Whaley and William Birch Esqres. or either of their 
orders for current rupees sixty thousand (CRs. 60,000) reced. here of John 
Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. 

One Sett for Two hundred and seven pounds thirteen shillings sterling 
(£sterg. 207-13) payable to Edward Wharton Esqre for current rupees, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, thirteen annas and six pice 
(CRs. 1779-13-6) reced. here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. Account the 
estate of Nathan Drake deced. 

One Sett for two thousand one hundred and eighty five pounds, fifteen 
shillings sterling (£sterg. 2185-15) payable to William Davis and Richard 
Eyre Esqrs. for current rupees eighteen thousand seven hundred and 
thirty five (CRs. 18,735) reced. here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. 
Account the Estate of Captn. Bernard Forrester Deced. 

One Sett for sixty five pounds eight shillings sterling (£sterg. 65-8-O) 
payable to William Davis Esqre. for Current Rupees five hundred and 
sixty, nine annas (CRs. 560-9) reced. here of John Zephaniah Holwell 
Esqre. Account Flizth. Parrott. 

One Sett for one hundred and seventy pounds fourteen shillings and six 
pence (^sterg. 170-14-6) payable to Captn. Philip Toadrell for current 
rupees, one thousand four hundred and sixty three, five annas and nine pice 
(CRs. 1463-5-9) reced. here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqrfe. account 
Robert Baker and William Scott. 
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One iftt for two hundreid and twenty five pounds thirteen shillings 
Sterling (j{^sterg. 225-13) payable to Wfiliann Davis Esqre. for current rupees 
one thousand nine hundred and thirty four two ahnas and six pice (CRs. 1934- 
2-6) reced. here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. account WilKatn 
Davis Esqre. One sett for twenty five pounds six shillings and three pence 
-stdrling (^{^stcrg. 25-6-3) payable to Mr. Richard Bristow for ament rupees 
Two hundred and sixteen, fifteen Annas and three pice (CRs. 21 &• 15-3:) 
reced. here of Mr. Edward Tuckey, on account of Mr. Thomas Bristow. 

One Sett for Fifteen Thousand one hundred and sixty six pounds, thir¬ 
teen shillings and four pence Sterling (j(^sterg. 15166-13-4) payable to Robert 
Clive Esqre. for Current Rupees one hundred and thirty thousand (CRs. 
130,000) reced. here of Messrs. William Fullerton and Thomas Amphlctt. 

One sett for Ten Thousand, five hundred pounds sterling (^sterg. 
10,500) payable to William Barwell and Ynyr Burgess Esqrs for current 
rupees ninety thousand (CRs. 90,000) reced. here of William Fullerton on 
account of Peter Amyatt Esqre. 

One sett for Two hundred and ninety five pounds thirteen shillings and 
five pence sterling (j^sterg. 295-13-5) payable to John Fullerton Esqre. 
for current rupees Two thousand five hundred and thirty four, five annas 
and three pice (CRs. 2534-5-3) reced. here of Mr. William Craigs deced. 

One sett for Three Hundred and forty three pounds five shillings and 
eight pence sterling (j^sterg. 343-5-8) payable to John Fullerton Esqre for 
current rupees, Two thousand nine hundred and forty two-, seven annas 
(CRs. 2942-7) recc’d, here from Mr. William Fullerton, Account the 
Estate of Robert Wark Deced. 

One sett for six hundred pounds, sixteen shillings and Ten pence Sterling 
(;{^sterg. 600-16-10) to William Mackett Esqre. for current rupees, five 
thousand one hundred and fifty, one Anna, and three pice (CRs. 5150-1-3) 
reced. here from Mr. William Fullerton Account the Estate of George 
Minchin Deced. 

One sett for one hundred and ninety six pounds, four shillings and six 
pence sterling (;(Jsterg. 196-4-6) payable to Mr. William Fullerton for current 
rupees, one thousand six hundred and eighty one, fourteen annas and nine 
pice (CRs. 1681-14-9) reced. here from Mr. William Fullerton, account 
the estate of William Tidcombe. 

One sett for. Five hundred and thirty two pounds twelve shillings 
(j^^sterg. 532-12) payable to William Barwell Esqre for current rupees four 
thousand five hundred and sixty five two Annas and three pice (CRs. 4565- 
2-3) rece’d here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One Sett for. Two thousand seven hundred and twenty four pounds 
thirteen shillings and nine pence sterling (;(^sterg. 2724-13-9) payable to Sir 
Alexandei^ Grant for Current rupees twenty three thousand three hundred and 
fifty four, eight Annas (CRs. 23,354-8) recc*d. here of Mr. William Fuller¬ 
ton Account Pmer Garden Esqre. 
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One sett for five hundred and seventy five pounds seven shillings and 
three pence sterling (j^sterg. 575-7-3) payable to Edward Holden Cruttenden 
Esqrc. for current rupees four thousand nine hundred and thirty one, eleven 
annas (CRs. 4931-11) reced. here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One Sett for, three hundred and twenty six pounds thirteen shillings^ 
and four pence sterling (j^^sterg. 326-13-4) payable to Thomas Townsend 
Esqre. for current rupees, Two thousand, eight hundred (CRs. 2800) reced,. 
here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One Sett for, fifty eight pounds six shillings and eight pence sterling 
(;(^stcrg. 58-6-8) payable to Mr. William Nixon for current rupees, five hundred 
(CRs. 500) reced. here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for, six thousand three hundred pounds sterling (^(^sterg. 6300) 
payable to Mr. William Fullerton or order, for current rupees fifty four" 
thousand (CRs. 54000) rece’d. here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for, five thousand, two hundred and fifty pounds sterling 
(£sterg. 5250) payable to Mr. William Fullerton or order, for current rupees* 
forty five thousand (CRs. 45,000) rece’d. here of Mr. William Fullerton 

One sett for, four thousand, seven hundred and eighty three pounds, six 
shillings and eight pence sterling (^(^sterg. 4783-6-8) payable to Mr. William 
Fullerton or order, for current rupees, forty one Thousand (CRs. 41,000) 
reced. here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for four thousand, two hundred and thirty one pounds, ten 
shillings sterling, (j(^sterg. 4231-10) payable to Thomas Holme Esqrc. for 
current rupees, thirty six thousand two hundred and sixty six, one Anna 
three pice (CRs. 36,266-1-3) reced. here of William Brightwcll Sumner 
Esqre. 

One sett for, four hundred and twenty six pounds one shilling and seven 
pence sterling (;;(^sterg. 426-1-7) payable to Richard and William Barwell 
Esqres. for current rupees, three thousand six hundred and fifty two, one 
Anna and nine pice (CRs. 3652-1-9) reced. here of William Brightwcll 
Sumner and Culling Smith Esqres. 

One sett for five hundred and thirty seven pounds, six shillings and one 
penny sterling (^sterg. 537-6-1) * payable to Messrs. Jacob Moses and 
Raphael Franco for current rupees Four thousand, six hundred and five, 
seven annas six pice (CRs. 4605-7-6) reced. here of William Brightwcll 
Sumner and Culling Smith Esqres. 

* One sett for seven hundred and ninety pounds, fifteen shillings sterling 
(;(^sterg. 790-15) payable to C. Manningham and William Frankland Esqres. 
for current rupees, six thousand seven hundred and seventy seven, thirteen 
annas, six pice (CRs. 6777-13-6) received here from William Brightwcll 
Sumner and Gulling Smith Esqres. 

One sett fi>r,Two thousand fivc htmdred and seventy one pound?* 
shillings and three pence sterling (£sterg. 2571-6-3) payable to Willhwa 
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Frankland Esqre. for current rupees, twenty two thousand, and thirty nine, 
thirteen annas (GRs. 22,039-13) reced. here of William Brightwell Sumner 
and Gulling Smith Esqres. 

One sett for, six thousand pounds sterling (j^Jsterg. 6,000) payable to 
William Waller, James Adam and Henry Brougham Esqrs. or either of their 
orders, for current rupees, fifty one thousand and four hundred and twenty 
one, six annas and nine pice (GRs. 51421-6-9) reced. here of Samuel Waller 
Esqre. 

One sett for, four Hundred and ninety five pounds four shillings and 
five pence sterling (j(^sterg. 495-4-5) payable to Gharles Manningham Esqre. 
for current rupees, four thousand two hundred and fourty four, twelve annas* 
(GRs. 4244-12) reced. here of William Brightwell Sumner and Gulling 
Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for eleven pounds, nineteen shillings and five pence sterling 
(;(^sterg. 11-19-8) payable to George Ballard Esqre. for current rupees, one 
hundred and two, nine annas and six pice (GRs. 102-9-6) reced. here of 
Mr. Henry Lushington account the estate of George Ballard deced. 

One sett for, one hundred sixty four pounds and eight pence sterling 
(;;(^sterg 164-0-8) payable to Caleb Powell Esqre. for current rupees one thou¬ 
sand and four hundred and six (GRs. 1406) reced. here of Messrs. Lushing¬ 
ton and Amphlett. 

One sett for, four hundred and sixty six pounds thirteen shillings and 
four pence sterling (;£sterg. 466-13-4) payable to William Davis and William 
Birch Esqrs, for current rupees, four thousand (GRs. 4000) received here of 
John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. 

One sett for, six hundred and five pounds, two shillings and two pence 
sterling (j^sterg. 605-2-2) payable to John Henry Merllins Esqre. for current 
rupees, five thousand one hundred and eighty six, ten annas, (GRs. 5186-10) 
reced. here of William Brightwell Sumner and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for, one thousand six hundred and thirty three pounds, ten 
shillings and eight pence sterling (;()stcrg 16,33-10-8) payable to Wiliam 
Mackett and Gharles Brown Esqrs or either of their orders for current rupees 
fourteen thousand (GRs. 14,000) reced. here of William Anselm Beaumont, , 

One sett for, four thousand eighty three pounds, six shillings and eight 
pence sterling (;!(^F«erg. 4083-6-8) payable to Thomas Boddam Esqre. or his 
Assigns or either of their orders for current rupees, thirty five thousand (GRs, 
35000) reced. here of Harry Verelst Esqre. and Mr. William Magee. 

One sett for, two hundred and thirteen pounds five shillings and ten 
pence sterling (j(^sterg. 213-5-10) payable to Mr. Judah Supino for current 
rupees one ]:housand eight hundred and twenty eight, three annas, and three 
pice (GRs. 1828-3-3) reced. here from the Honble Henry Van Sittait 
Esqre. in full returns for a box of coral beads marked L S L No. i imported 
Pship Sandwich 1760. 
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One sett for two thousand pounds sterling. (;(^sterg. a,ooo) payable to 
Mr. John Mills or order for current rupees seventeen thousand, one hundred 
and forty two, thirteen annas, nine pice, (GRs. 17142-13-9) reced. here of 
Mr. John Mills. 

One sett for, three hundred and thirty six pounds, five shillings and 
three pence sterlings. (j(Jsterg. 336-5-3) payable to Charles Raymond Esqre 
for current rupees, two thousand eight hundred and eighty two, three annas 
and six pice (GRs. 2882-3-6) reced. here of Gaptn. Thomas Fenwickc. 

One sett for, one thousand eight hundred and thirty six pounds one 
shilling and eight pence sterling (^^sterg. 1836-1-8) payable to Mrs. Frances 
Watts for current rupees, fifteen thousand seven hundred and thirty seven, 
fourteen annas and three pice (GRs. 15737-14-3) reced. here of Culling 
Smith Esqre. 

One sett for two thousand two hundred and ninety four pounds seventeen 
shillings and ten pence sterling (£sterg 2294-17-10) payable to Mr. Gattanacks 
for current rupees nineteen thousand six hundred seventy five annas 
and three pice (GRs. 19670-5-3) reced. here of Gulling Smith Esqre Ac¬ 
count Gaptn. Alexander Grant. 

One sett for four thousand three hundred and sixteen pounds, thirteen 
shillings and four pence steiling (;{^sterg. 4316-13-4) payable to Roger Drake, 
Beeston Long and Roger Drake Junr. Esqrs. for current rupees thirty seven 
thousand (GRs. 37,000) reced, here of Gulling Smith Esqre. and Mr 
Anselm Beaumont on account of Roger Drake Junr. Esqre. 

One sett for, seven hundred and ninety seven pounds ten shillings and 
eight pence sterling (;(^sterg. 797-10-8) payable to Alexander Nesbit Esqre. for 
current rupees, six thousand eight hundred and thirty six (GRs. 6836) 
reced. here of Gulling Smith Esqre. on account of Mr. Thomas Rumbold. 

One sett for, three hundred and twenty four pounds, six shillings and 
three pence sterling (;^sterg. 324-6-3) payable to Mr. Joseph Adnett for 
current rupees. Two thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, thirteen annas 
and nine pice (GRs. 2779-13-9) reced. here of Gulling Smith Esqre. account 
Major Martin Yorke for account the estate of Captain Joseph Adnett deced. 

One sett for, two hundred pounds sterling (;(^sterg. 200) payable to Mr. 
William Robertson for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and four¬ 
teen, four annas, and six pice (GRs. 1714-4-6) reced. here of Culling Smith 
Esqre. account Gaptn. Archibald Blair. 

One sett for, two thousand, three hundred and thirty three pounds, 
six shillings and eight pence sterling (£sterg. 2333-6-8) payable to Joseph 
Fowke Esqre. for current rupees. Twenty thousand (GRs. 20,000) reced. 
here of Messrs. Hay Lushington and Gray. 

One sett for, two thousand, three hundred and thirty three pounds, six 
shillings and eight pence sterling (^(Jslerg. 2333-6-8) payable to Jo^ph Fowke 
Esqre. for current rupees, twenty thousand (GRs. 20,000) reced. here of 
Messrs. Hay Luidiington and Gray. 
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One sett for jRve hundred pounds sterling (^sterg. 500) payable to Mr^ 
francis Sykes or order, for current rupees four thousand and two hundred 
and eighty five, eleven [annas] and six pice (GRs. 4285-11-6) reccd. here of 
Mr. Francis Sykes. 

One sett for, two thousand three hundred, and thirty three pounds, six 
shillings and eight pence sterling (5C2333-6-8) payable to Joseph Fowke 
Esqre. for current rupees, twenty thousand (CRs. 20,000) reced. here of 
Messrs. Hay Lushington and Gray. 

One sett for. Ten thousand two hundred and thirty eight pounds, twelve 
shillings and eleven pence sterling {£ 10,238-12-11) payable to Roger 
Althanj and George Clive Esqrs and the Revd. Mr. Henry Lushington or 
either of their ordws, for current rupees, eighty seven thousand, seven hun^ 
dred and fifty nine, thirteen annas, nine pice (GRs. 87,759-13-9) reccd. here 
of Mr. Henry Lushington. 

One sett for, sixty nine pounds, eleven shillings and six pence sterling 
(,(^sterg. 69-11-6) to Benjamin Longuet and Joseph Guinard Esqrs for 
current rupees, five hundred and ninety six, six annas (GRs. 596-6) reced. 
here of Gulling Smith Esqre. account the Estate of Nicholas Glerembault 
deced. 

One sett for, one hundred and forty six pounds eleven shillings, and ten 
pence sterling (;i(^sterg. 146-11-10) payable to Messrs. Richard Beecher and 
William Nixon, or either of their orders, for current rupees, one thousand two 
hundred and fifty six, eight annas, six pice (GRs. 1256-8-6) reced. here of 
Messrs. Anselm Beaumont and Hugh Watts Attorneys for Henry Verelst 
Esqre. on account of Mrs. Jane Court. 

Making in the whole (GRs. 954567-14-3) or (;(^sterg. 111,367-11-4) 

183. We have granted the following setts of bills for the procurement of 
Necessarys, payable at 90 days after sight at two shillings and four pence 
sterling the Current Rupee, 

One sett for, sixty five pounds two shillii^s sterling (jCsterg. 65-2) 
payable to Mr, George Brown for current rupees, five hundred and fifty 
eight (GRs. 558) reced. here from Wm. Me Guire Esqre. 

One sett for, five hundred pounds sterling (£st&:g, 500) payable to 
Arthur Annesly Esqre. for current rupees four thousand, two hundred and 
eighty-five, eleven annas and six pice (GRs. 4285-11-6) reced. here of 
William MoGuire Esqre.. 

One sett for, two hundred pounds sterling. (:(CBterg. aoo) payable to 
Mr. Thomas Burgoyne for ciurrent rupees, one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen, four annas and six pice (GRs. i7i4r4-6) reced. here from Lieute** 
nant John Matthews. 

One Ustt for* oao hundred and hfty four poundaiterUng (jC^rg. 154) 
payable to Mrs. Mary Bodley Cor current rupees, one thonaiod and 
hundred and tytuty (GRs. 1320) reced. here teom Mra. Barkh hfopletofit. 
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One sett for one hundred and thirty pounds sterling (^sterg. 130) 
payable to Stephen Law Esqre. for current rupees one thousand one hundred 
and fourteen, four annas, and six pice (GRs. 1114-4-6) reced. here from Mr. 
John Cartier. 

One sett for, one hundred pounds sterling (^^sterg 100) payable to 
Francis Jackson Esqre. for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas and three pice (GRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mrs. Johanna Ross. 

One sett for, one hundred and seventeen pounds, seven shillings, and four 
pence sterling (;(^sterg. 117-7-4) payable to Abr’am Gee Esqre. or order, for 
current rupees, one thousand and six (GRs. ioo6) reced. here of Abr’am 
Gee Esqre. 

One sett for, one hundred and sixteen pounds thirteen shillings and four 
pence sterling (^(^sterg. 116-13-4) payable to Messrs. John Gould and Char¬ 
les Hay for current rupees, one thousand (CRs. 1000) reced. here of Mr. 
John Gould. 

One sett for seventy pounds sterling (j{^sterg. 70) payable to Mr. John 
Burnett, for current rupees, six hundred (GRs. 600) reced. here of Mr. 
Bartholomew Plaisted. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling {£s\.crg. 100) payable to Mr. 
William Magee^or order for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven two 
annas and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mr. William Magee. 

One sett for two hundred pounds sterling (,(^sterg. 200) payable to Mr. 
James Russell for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen, 
four annas, and six pice (GRs. 1714-4-6) reced. here of Mr. Francis Russell. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling (j^^sterg. 100) payable to Miss 
Rachael Senior for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two annas, 
three pice, (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mr. Ascanius William Senior. 

One sett for seventy pounds sterling {£sterg 70) payable to Mr. Henry 
Davidson for current rupees, six hundred (CRs. 600) reced. here of Mr. 
Herbert Pyefinch. 

One sett for fifteen pounds, ten shillings and four pence sterling (,(^sterg. 
15-10-4) payable to Mr. George Vaughan, for current rupees, one hundred 
and thirty three, six pice (CRs. 133-0-6) reced. here of Mr. Fitz Owen 
Jones on account of George Vaughan. 

One sett for thirty two pounds sterling (;(^sterg. 32) payable to Sir Joseph, 
Sir Thomas Hankey and company for current rupees, two hundred and 
seventy one, six annas and nine pice, (CRs. 271-6-9) reced. here of Mr. 
Joseph Gethin. 

One sett for three bundled pounds sterling (,(^sterg. 300) payable to 
WUHam Waller, Henry Brougham, and James Adams Esqrs. or either 
of their orders, for current rupees. Two thousand, five hundred anti seventy 
one, seven annas, (CRs. 2571-7) reced. here of Samuel Waller Esqre. on 
account of Mr. John Cartier. 

24 
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One sett for thirty pounds sterling (^sterg. 30) payable to Mr. William 
Bolts or order for current rupees, two hundred and fifty seven, two annas and 
three pice (CRs. 257-2-3) reced. here from Mr. William Bolts. 

One sett for fifty one pounds, nineteen shillings and nine pence sterling 
{5()sterg. 51-19-9) payable to Mr. Samuel Mercer for current rupees, four 
hundred and forty five, nine annas and nine pice, (CRs. 445-9-9) reced. of 
Mr. Edward Tuckey account the Estate of Willis Orr deced. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling (/^sterg. 100) payable 
to Constantia Mapletoft for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven 
two annas and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of John Zephaniah 
Holwell Esqre. 

One sett for three hundred pounds sterling (;(^sterg. 300) payable to 
Sir James Johnstone Bart, and Mr. William Johnstone for current rupees, 
two thousand five hundred and seventy one, seven annas (CRs. 2571-7 
reced. here of Mr. John Johnstone. 

One sett for, seventy pounds sterling. (;^sterg. 70) payable to Mr. 
Henry Hastings for current rupees, six hundred (CRs. 600) reced. here 
of Mr. Samuel Middleton. 

One sett for fifty five pounds and three pence sterling (;i(^sterg. 55-0-3) 
payable to Captn. John Allan and Mr. Andrew Thompson for current rupees, 
four hundred and seventy one, eight annas, and nine pice (CRs. 471-8-9) 
reced. here of Mr, Thomas Blaney. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling (j(^sterg. 100) payable to 
Doctor John Monro for current rupees eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Culling Smith Esqre. 

One sett for two hundred and ninety one pounds nineteen shillings and 
nine pence sterling (j(^sterg. 291-19-9) payable to John Henry Merttins 
Esqre. for current rupees, Two thousand five hundred and two, nine annas 
and six pice (CRs. 2502-9-6) reced, here of Mr. Philip Milner Dacres. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling, (^^sterg. 100) p.ayable to 
Mrs, Frances Southby for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mr. Thomas Rumbold, 

One sett for three hundred and fifty pounds sterling (;;(^sterg. 350 
payable to William and Thomas Watts Esqrs for current rupees, three 
thousand (CRs. 3000) reced. hereof Mr. Hugh Watt. 

One sett for sixty three pounds sterling (;(^sterg. 63) payable to Mr. 
John May or order for current rupees, five hundred and forty (CRs. 540) 
reced. here of Mr. John May. 

One cett for sixty three pounds sterling (^(^sterg, 63) payable to Mr. 
John Taylor or order for current rupees, five hundred and forty (CRs. 540) 
reced. here of bjr, John Taylor. 
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One sett for sixty three pounds sterling (^(^sterg. 63) payable to Mrs. 
Eliz Margass or order for current rupees, five hundred and forty (CRs. 
540) reced. here of Mrs. Eliz Margass. 

One sett for sixty three pounds sterling (^(^sterg. 63) payable to Mr. 
Herbert Pyefinch for current rupees, five hundred and forty (CRs. 540) 
reced. here of Mr. Herbert Pyefinch. 

One sett for eighty one pounds, eight shillings and eight pence sterling 
(81-8-8) payable to Mrs. Frances Southby for current rupees, six hundred 
ninety eight (CRs. 698) reced. here of Mr. William Magee. 

One sett for nineteen pounds, four shillings and six pence sterling 
(;(^sterg. 19-4-6) payable to Mr. James Allan for current rupees, one hundred 
and sixty four. Twelve annas and six pice (CRs. 164-12-6) reced. here 
of Mr. Oliver Webbon, account of Mr. Parker Hatley. 

One sett for six hundred pounds sterling (^^sterg. 600) payable to 
William Barwell and Jnyr Burgess Esqrs. for current rupees, five thousand 
one hundred and forty two, thirteen annas and nine pice (CRs. 5142-13-9) 
reced. hereof Peter Amyatt Esqre. 

One sett for two hundred pounds sterling (^sterg. 200) payable to 
Brabazon Ellis and William Watts Esqrs. for current rupees, one thousand 
seven hundred and fourteen, four annas and six pice (CRs. 1714-4-6) reced. 
here of William Eillis Esqre. 

One sett for sixty three pounds sterling (p^sterg. 63) payable to Mr. 
Dudley Davis or order for current rupees five hundred and forty (CRs. 540) 
reced. here of Mr. Dudley Davis. 

One sett for five hundred pounds sterling (; 0 slerg. 500) payable to 
Mr. William Fullerton or order for current rupees, four thousand two hund¬ 
red and eighty five, eleven annas and six pice (CRs. 4285-11-6) reced. 
here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for five hundred pounds sterling (;{^sterg. 500) payable to 
Mr. Francis Sykes or order, for current rupees four thousand, two hundred 
and eighty five, eleven annas, and six pice (CRs. 4285-11-6) reced. here of 
Mr. Francis Sykes. 

One sett for one hundred and twenty-five pounds three shillings and 
one penny sterling (£sterg. 125-3-1) payable to Mr. John Mills or order for 
current rupees, one thousand and seventytwo, twelve annas (CRs. 1072-12) 
reced. here from Mr. John Mills. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling (^sterg. 100) payable to 
Mr. Thomas Smith for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas, and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mr. William Smith. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling (;{)sterg. 100) payable to Char¬ 
les Raymond Esqre. for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas and three pice(CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Captain Thomas Fenwick. 
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One sett for two hundred pounds sterling (jCstcrg. 200) payable to Mrs. 
Isabel NedricA for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen, 
four annas and six pice (CRs. 1714-4-6) received here of Mr. Bryan 
Scotney on account of Mr. Paul Nedrick. 

One sett for sixty two pounds, sixteen shillings sterling (;(^sterg. 62-16) 
payable to Captain Robert Campbell for current rupees,five hundred and thirty 
eight, four annas, and nine pice (CRs. 538-4-9) reced. here of Gulling Smith 
Esqre. and Mr. Francis Charlton on account of Captain Robert Campbell. 

One sett for four hundred pounds sterling (^sterg. 400) payable to 
Joseph Crcswicke and Francis Sykes Esqrs. for current rupees, three thou¬ 
sand, four hundred and twenty eight, nine annas (CRs. 3428-g) reced, here 
of Mr. Warren Hastings. 

One sett foi, sixty three pounds, four shillings and four pence sterling 
(,^sterg. 63-4-4) payable to George Barne Esqre. for current rupees, five 
hundred and forty one, thirteen annas, and nine pice (CRs. 541-13-9) reced. 
here of Mr. Thomas Cooke. 

One sett for fifty six pounds, eleven shillings and ten pence sterling 
(3(^56 -i i-io) payable to Captn. Richard Thelwall for current rupees, four 
hundred and eighty five, one anna (CRs. 485-1) reced. here of Mr. 
Thomas Cooke. 

One sett for, one hundred pounds sterling (;(^sterg. 100) payable to Mr. 
George Mandevile for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two 
annas and three pice (CRs. 857-2-3) reced. here of Mr. Thomas Cooke. 

One sett for, one hundred and three pounds, twelve shillings sterling 
(;{^sterg. 103-12) payable to Mr. Thomas Holme for current rupees, eight 
hundred and eighty eight (CRs. 888) reced. here of Peter Amyatt Esqre. 

Amounting in all to CRs. 62111-3-6 or ,(^steig. 7246-13-2. 

184. The Whole Amount of Bills granted on your Honors by this Ship 
comes to (CRs. i o 16679-1 -9) or £sterg. 118614-4-6. 

Charter 

185. His Majestys Charter limiting the Sura of 1,000 Pagodas for the lowes 
to admit of an Appeal from us to the King and Council we are entirely 
left in Doubt as to the intended Value of a Pagoda. In a Cause brought 
before us and appealed to the King it ^vas disputed Whether it amounted 
to the Sura prescribed by the Charter, We thought the Justest way of 
deciding the Question was by computing the Pagodas, 1000 at your Exchange 
of eight shillings. Making ;(^400 and then reducing that sum into Rupees, 
at your exchange of 274 making CRs. 3428-9 by this rule we shall be guid¬ 
ed until we receive your directions on the Subject. 

186. Tljp owners of the Ship Restitution, sued the Company for the value 
of that Ship in the Mayors Court, where a Decree was passed in Favour 
of the Said Owners. In order to give the cause the proper Channel we formed 
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ourselves into a Court of Appeals, and reversed the Decree of the Mayors 
Court, that a regular appeal might be made from us to his Majesty. The 
Opposite Party accordingly appealed to the King and we have drawn out 
an Answer, both of which are sent in the Packett and the Companys At¬ 
torney forwards copies of the proceedings on both sides. 

187. It was disputed what right we as the Company’s Agents had to sit 
as a Court of Appeals, where the Company was Concerned, but upon exa¬ 
mining the Charter we found those Gentlemen of Council only excluded 
from sitting as Judges who were personally interested'in the Event of any 
Cause; and that not being the case with the Members of the Board, who 
derive their power as a Court from the King we thought ourselves autho- 
rize’d to sit. We request your Explanation of this part of the Charter, also 
for our future guidance. 

188. Paulo Bapnsto, a Man convicted of Felony at the Quarter Sessions, 
for Stealing some jewels belonging to a Woman with whom he lived, was 
according to the Evidence that Appeared against him, condemned, but 
recommended to the Mercy of the Court, as it appeared in the course of the 
Tryal that the convict was in Liquor when he committed the Fact and by 
some circumstances seemed to have no Evil intent, we beg leave therefore 
to mention him as an Object of Mercy, and to request you will Intercede 
with his Majesty to obtain his pardon. 

Supplement 

189. By our Artillery Officers report we find the Brass field pieces, sent 
out this season are far from being compleated, and desire therefore the follow¬ 
ing Directions may be given in future. 

190. That the Vents be drilled larger, the Trunnions be turned and that 
part to which the Head of the Breech Screw is fastened under the Cascable, 
to be drilled. 

191. It is also observed that the Trunnions of the Iron twelve pounders 
are not strong enough to bear Frequent Discharges. 

192. Some Copper bought at the Company’s Sales at Madrass was sent 
down here, and on its being landed we levied the Import Duty of four P. 
Cent on it as on other Goods imported. The Proprietors producing Certi¬ 
ficates that it was bought at the Companys Sales at Madrass, applied to 
be freed from that Custom. But as no Duty was in reality taken at Madrass 
and it is to be supposed the proprietors find their Advantage by bringing 
Copper from that Settlement here, we did not think proper to abate the 
Customs; on the other Hand it may be supposed that the remitting the duty 
on Goods bought at your Sales would be an Encouragemeift to the Pur¬ 
chasers; We request your Directions on this Head for our Guidance in fu¬ 
ture. 
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193. There being no Surgeons Instruments sent out along with your 
Medicines, We request you will please to send out two or three Compleat 
Setts of the best for the use of our Hospital and continue to send us an annual 
Supply of two setts. 

194. The arms which the Commanders bring out for purchasing pro¬ 
visions on their Voyage and which we receive into your Stores at Prime 
Cost, are not fit for any use as they cannot be trusted on Service. 

195. In the former pari of this Letter concerning the Frauds committed 
on the New Works, we mentioned the Sum confessed by Govindram Tagoor 
and Capt. Brohier, and that several Sums had been repaid on that Account 
Besides These the Sum of 80,000 CRs. was privately presented to Mr. Holwell 
by those concerned in that Affair with a view of prevailing on him, who 
alone was acquainted with the Discovery to drop the Prosecution; this sum 
was paid into the Treasury and carried likewise to the Credit of Over charges 
in the New' Works, but was not accounted as a part of the Sums for which the 
Delinquents were Answerable. Mr. Holwell through the whole course of 
this Enquiry shewed a Diligence and Attention for Which he received the 
thanks of the Board and Merits likewise your particular Notice. 

196. Although Mesrs. Amyatt Ellis and Smyth, Signed this Address 
as members of the Council, they yet dissent from that part setting for the 
Measures taken with respect to the late Revolution. Their Sentiments are 
entered in the Consultation of the 8th January 1761. The Governor Colonel 
CalJiaud and the other Gentlemen of the Council w'ho approved of the Mea¬ 
sures have entered a Minute on the face of the Consultation of the 12th Janry. 
in answer to the Minutes of Mesrs. Amyatt, Ellis & Smyth; to that Minute 
you will please to be referred for a reply to the proceeding [«V] paragraph. 

197. In consequence of a request of the Gentlemen at Madrass that Col. 
Calliaud might be present at die Siege of Pondicherry to succeed to the cem- 
mand of the Army in Case of an Accident to Cell. Coote; the Board, during the 
Governor’s absence at Murshudabad, sent [him] an order to Patna to come 
down to Calcutta and proceed to the Coast. The Governor on his return set 
forth the situation of Affairs in the Country and the absolute necessity there 
was of the Colls, going up to Patna to fulfill Engagements he had enter’d 
into with the Zemmadaurs of the Nabobs Army and proposed the leaving 
it to the Colonels own determination whether it was necessary for Him to 
stay in Bengali or not. It was debated in Council in the consultation of loth 
Novr. where the opinions of the Board are entered at Large and the Majority 
determining he should proceed to Patna, for that time, but return to Calcutta 
so as to arrive in time to set out for the Coast, in order to be present at the 
Siege of Pondicherry he was ordered accordingly. In consequence of the 
orders sent him he made over the Commands of the Troops at Patna to Major 
Garnac and cpme [nc] down to Calcutta, and having on the 12th Inst, taken 
leave of the Board, he took his passage for Madrass on the Godolphin, in 
consideration for lus services whilst in Bengali, we Esteemed the Thanks o 
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the Board a Complement due to his Merit and Address’d him in a Letter to 
that purpose. 

198. The Custom Master transmits in the Packett the Register of Dus- 
tucks from September 1759, The registers before that Time having been 
already sent home. 

199. The Committee appointed to make a Statement of the Accounts 
with the Nabob Jaffeir Ally Cawn on the 12th January laid the same before 
the board in regular Form of Journal and Ledger, together with a report 
containing remarks upon every Article of the accounts of Ballance, Profit 
and Loss and Gent ral Books by which the rest are Closed. The said Journal 
and Ledger are Transmitted to your Honors in the Packett and the report of 
the Committee is entered on the Face of our Consultations. These being, 
quite compleat we beg leave to refer you to them, and doubt not they will 
give you full Satisfaction. 

200. The following Articles of the Profit and loss account we are of 
Opinion should be charge*d to all the Concern’d proportionately [nc] viz. 

Lost by Jewels 
By Cloth 
By Batta 

'Phis supposed there will yet remain a sufficient Balance due to the 
Account of European Sufferers to pay the further Dividend of 7i P- Cent 
resolved to be allowed them as mentioned in our Address dated 29th Decern* 
ber 1759 and we purpose accordingly to discharge the same and to the 
Other[s] Concerned as far as the respective Funds will Extend. 

201. With respect to the Ballance that will yet be left upon the Several 
Accounts as well as the sum reserved on the account of commission we re¬ 
quest to be favoured with your very particular Orders, and we take the Liberty 
further to recommend to you to take the advice of Council, how far the Com¬ 
pany have a right to decide in this Affair, that neither the Company, nor 
we acting in their behalf may be subjected to any disputes at Law with the, 
Concerned. 

t 

202. It seems by the 7th Article of the Treaty with Jaffeir Ally Cawn 
an exact Translate of which attested by the President and Council is enclosed 
in this packet, that he left the disposal of the whole, to the Admiral, Colonel 
Clive, and the rest of the Council, but Col. Clive, Mr. Watts and other 
Gentlemen fully acquinted with all the particulars, being now in England 
you will be able to obtain from them all the further Information that may be 
Necessary. 

203. The Commissioners for examining the Account of the European 
Sufferers having adjusted all the Claims that had been laid before them, 
are [and?] no fresh ones having Appeared for some time, in order to bring 
the affair to a Conclusion we determined to dissolve their Commission on the 
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I St of Sept, of which publick Notice was Given, our Authority for which 
the Gentlemen commissioned in their Letter of 9th Sept. Seemed not to 
admit, how for our Authority extends in this respect, we request your Opinion. 
The Matter Standing thus. The Governor and Council having for that pur¬ 
pose called together all the Inhabitants desired them to chuse out of their 
own Body a Certain Number of Commissioners for settling the Claims that 
might be made on the restitution fund; Mr. Cruttenden cn behalf of the Body 
of the Inhabitants, thanking the Gentlemen of Council for the Complement, 
desir’d they would themselves Nominate Commissioners being the best Judges 
who were the propercst persons for that Change [charge]. The Governor 
and Council accordingly appointed Mr. Cruttenden and twelve other Gentle¬ 
men and from time to time filled up the Vacancies that have happened in that 
Number by the Departure of any of the first Named. 

204. The 100 Paragraph of this Letter concerning the Measurement of 
Lands is Erroneous, owing to a Mistake in the 76 paragraph of our Last Years 
Letter wherein it is mentioned that on the Measurement of six Pergunnahs 
there appeared a Gain or Increase of 72240 Begahs—this calculate was made 
by Mr. Frankland on a rough Estimate, only a part of these Pergunnaht 
being then measured. We have since Compleatly Finish’d the Measurement of 
the Pergunnahs of Causpoor and Maugurah on which there is really a Gain of 

54213-Begahs 10 Gottahs-as will appear on the Face of the Consultation 

of the 26th of June. We are now going on with the Examining four Per¬ 
gunnahs and hope to be able to send you a satisfactory and full Account of 
their Measurement likewise. 

^05. The President having had reason to suspect the Conduct of Nunde- 
comar, a person to whom we had given protection and who was formerly 
Employed in our Service in some Affairs with the Country Government, narrow¬ 
ly watched his Behaviour and at last discovered a Letter from the saidNunde- 
comar to the Rajah of Burdawan by which it appears a secret correspon¬ 
dence has subsisted between him and the Rajah and likewise between the 
Rajah and Roydoolub, Immediately on the Letters being found it was thought 
proper to place Guards on the Persons of Roydoolub Nundecemar and their 
principal adherents and to seize their papers. In our Consultation of the 
13th Inst, you will observe those two Persons were called before us and exa¬ 
mined and their Papers delivered over to Mr. Hastings Inspection who is 
to lay before us whatever he finds relative to the charge against them. We 
have great reason ;o hope we have now discovered one of the Hidden Sources 
that gave rise to the Burdawan Rajahs unexpected Rebellion or at least 
fomented it; and that once stop’d we doubt not to be able to bring him 
back to a sense of his Duty. In the meantime we will continue our Enquiries 
and take such Measures with the Offenders as we shall find adequate to their 

Intentions against us. 

• 

206. Mr. Ellis esteemed it necessary to enter a minute in our Consulta¬ 
tion of the i6tb ^ Inst, in reply to the Minute of the Governor, Colonel and 
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other Gentlemen of Council who approved of the late Measures as mentioned 
in Paragraph 196 of this Letter. 

207. On the Royal Duke we have laden sundry Goods as P. Invoice and 
Bill of Lading enclos’d amounting to CRs. 694000. We wish her a safe and 
speedy passage to your Honors & are. 

May it please your Honors 
Fort William Your faithful humble Servants 

16th January 1761. Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/W. Ellis/ 

^Duplicate] Wm. B. Sumner/H. Smyth/Culling Smith. 

i4 

LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1761* 

Defeat of Raj a of Birbhum. 

the Hon’ble the Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon’blc United 
Gompyi of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs 

Since closing the Accompanying Address We had the pleasure to learn 
by a letter from the Nabob that the Beerboun Rajah abandon’d his Capital 
upon the approach of Major Yorke and has made bis escape into the Wood. 
The Nabob has taken possession of the Capital & will leave a force for the 
Collection of the Revenues and Regulation of that Country and proceed to 
Patna with a part of our Detachment. 

We are with the Greatest Respect 
Hon’ble Sirs 

Your most Obedient humble Servants 

Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/ W. Ellis/ 
Wm. B. Sumner. 


5 

LETTER DATED 23 JANUARY 1761 

Shah Alatn defeated and Mans. Law taken prisoner. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors 

^Diqdicate letter ia dated 18th January 1761, a copyist’s error vide Letter from Court, dt. 30 
Septemb^ S761, para s. 


Fort William, 

the i8th January 1761. 
[Duplicate] 
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1 send this express down the River in hopes of its reaching the Royal Duke, 
and giving you as early as possible the News of a compleat Victory gain’d 
by your Army at Patna the 15th Inst, over the Shawzada, and all his Adherents 
This agreable News is just come to my hands by a Letter from Major Carnac 
which mentions that Mr. Law with the most part of his Detachment are 
Prisoners and all his Guns taken. 

Accept my Congratulations on this happy Event, and my Assurances 
that the best use shall be made of this Success towards restoring good order 
and Tranquility to these Provinces. 


I remain with the utmost Respect, 
Honourable Gentlemen 

Fort William Your most Obedient and most humble Servant 

33d January 1761. Henry Van Sittart. 


16 

LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1761 

Protection granted to Shah Alam—-fall of Pondicherry. 


To the Hon’ble the Secret Committee for affairs of the Hon’ble United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs 

1. agreeable news of Major Carnac’s having defeated the Shawzadah 
and taken Monsr. [ Law] with the major part of his Detachment, arriving 
after our Dispatches by the Royal Duke were gone down, was communicated 
to your Honors in a Letter from the President, which We since find reach’d 
the Ship. 

2. We have now the pleasure to acquaint you, that the Major, pushing 
his success & closely pursuing the Prince, has reduced him to the necessity 
of withdrawing from his weak Dependants and throwing himself upon Us for 
protection; which the Major in a Letter dated at Gyah the 8th. Instant in¬ 
forms us he had that day done. 

3. The immediate good consequences of this change in affairs, will be, 
the freeing the Country from the Troubles with which it has so long been 
distressed. Enabling the Nabob peac[e]ably to collect the Revenues, regulate 
the Afilkirs of the Patnajprovince, effectually reduce to obedience the Rajahs 
of Burdawan, Midni4}oor &ca. and thereby facilitate the collection the 
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Revenues assigned to the Company: But our future Resolutions with respect 
to the Shawzadah must depend on the succours We may receive from the 
Coast, and the assurances He can give of the resources he can rely on for 
Men and Money. 

4. But should Col. Coote come down to the Bay with his Battalion 
agreeable to his Original destination, which we have now reason to think he 
may, and the Prince should make it appear to us that our escorting him to 
Delhy, and placing him upon the Throne of his Ancesstors [jxc] shall be atten¬ 
ded with benefites and advantages to the Company, without their being burth- 
ened with any part of the Expence of the Expedition, We at present see no 
Objection to Our engaging in such an Enterprize; but Your Honors may be 
assured nothing of this Nature shall be attempted but on our being thoroughly 
convinced after maturely weighing all the Circumstances that there is the 
greatest prospect of its ending to the Honor & Advantage of the Company. 

5. In the Interim the Prince is to remain under our protection with an 
Allowance of a thousand Rupees P. day for his Maintenance, which We shall 
take care to have defray’d by the Nabob. 

6. On the Ninth Instant We had the Satisfaction to receive from the 
Gentlemen at Madrass an account of the Surrender of Pondicherry on the 
15th Ultimo, the particulars of which were to be transmitted by the London 
Snow, which was to be dispatch’d for that purpose, but if any accident should 
happen to her, You will find Gopys of the Papers which passed betwixt Col. 
Coote and Genl. Lally enter’d on the Face of our Consultation, and beg 
leave to congratulate you, on this most important Acquisition, which will 
we doubt not effectually reduce the power of the French in these parts of the 
World, and We hope will prove the means of the Company’s being reimburs’d 
the immense Sums which have been Advanced in support of the Nabob of 
Arcot. 


We have the honor to be with perfect Respect 
Hon’ble Sirs 

Your most obedient & faithful Humble 
. Servants 

Fort William Henry Van Sittart/ P. Arayatt/ W. Ellis/ 

February the 20th 1761. Wm. B. Sumner 


»7 

LETTER DATED 23 FEBRUARY 1761 

Revenue from Chittagong—Burdwan Raja compelled to make paymenis to thf 
Company — Midne^ore ravaged by the Marathas — Comae's victory over Shah /4/am— 
H, M, Squadron damaged by storm before fall of Pondicherry—plan of work by Committee 
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of New Lands—withdrawal of Balasore factory—bills of exchange—Raidurlabh 
exonerated end Nardakumar warned—ban on opium trade with Sumatra enforced. 

To the Hon’ble the'Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it Please Your Honors 

1. Our address P Royal Duke under the Established heads was dated 
the 16th January a Duplicate is now enclosed together with a Triplicate of 
our Letter of last Season P Duke of Dorset dated the 3rd March. 

2. The Royal Duke was dispatched by our Deputy Master Attendant 
and left the River the 25th Ultimo with a fair Wind. 

3. Since our last we have had the Pleasure to receive a Letter from Mr. 
Verelst and Council at Chittigong advising of their Arrival there, and of their 
having Possession of that Country without Molestation—The Nabob’s Fougedar 
was settling Accounts with them and they hoped soon to transmit us a com- 
pleat account, in the mean time they advise that the Revenues from the ist 
October to 23rd December amount to upwards of two Lacks of Rupees, of 
which they had reced. a part, they had remitted 50,000 Rs. to the Gentlemen 
at Dacca, and 25,000 Rs. to Luckypore and have orders to send further 
Supplies to those Places to forward the Investment for the ensuing Year. 

4. The Burdawan Rajah sent several Payments of Money but in such 
small proportions that from them and his Letters it appeared to us his inten¬ 
tions were very evasive, this determined us to send a Member of the Board to 
Burdawan to oblige the Rajah to conform to his Agreement and we had 
accordingly appointed Mr. Sumner to that Business but the Rajah terryfy’d 
by the Danger that now threatened his Authority gave stronger Proof of his 
Submission by immediately sending 125,000 Rs. and entreating that we would 
lay aside our determination engaging solemnly to send his principal Vakee 
to Calcutta and to pay the Stipulated Kist. Mr. Sumners setting out is there, 
fore suspended for the present but he will proceed before the Expiration 
of the Current Bengal Year in order to examine into the real produce of the 
Country and prove whether the Rajahs Computation is Just. 

5. Mr. Johnstone was examining into the State of the Midnapoor Country 
amd collecting the Revenues at Midnapoor when a large party of Marhattas 
joined by some of the Hill Rajahs surrounded the Fort, which we find to be 
only an old Enclosure of Mud Banks open now in many Places, in this Situa¬ 
tion he remained for several Days greatly distressed for wamt of Provisions, 
but defending himself with equal good Conduct and Bravery, upon the first 
News of his Condition we detach’d Lieut White with a small party of Euro¬ 
peans and Seepoys to his relief, they soon joyned him and drove off the 
Marhattas, who had before that entirely destroyed the Town of Midnapoor 
■and committed great Ravages in the Country, hir. Johnstone’s Conduct in 
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the defence of Midnapoor as well as his diligence in enquiring into the Nature 
of the Revenues of that Province, we thiidc highly merit your Approbation. 

6. On the 15th Ultimo Major Garnac obtained a Compleat Victory over 
the Shazadda on the Banks of the River Sewan, near Bahar, The capture of 
Monsr. Law with all his Cannon and most of his Men was one of the consi¬ 
derable Advantages acquir’d in that Action, and the Consequence, we 
flatter ourselves will be the restoring a Perfect Tranquility to these Provinces, 
and the thorough Establishment of the Company’s Influence in this Country^ 
for so signal and important a Service we gave the Major the thanks of the Board 
and desired he would signify our Thanks and Approbation to his Army. 

7. By advices from Fort Saint George, dated the 7th Ultimo we were 
informed his Majestys Squadroon [j-tV],met with a Melancholy Disaster in a 
violent Gale of Wind off Pondicherry, by the loss of the ships Duke D’Aquitaine 
and Sunderland foundered, and all their Crew, except a few Men lost; the 
Dismasting the Ships, Falmouth, America, Medway, Panther, and Liverpoole 
& the New castle & Queenboroughs running ashore. In the same Gale 
the Gompanys Ship Duke foundered, and Protector run ashore, By the 
Dukes Misfortune some battering Cannon and Stores for the service of the 
Siege were lost, and the Gentlemen at Fort St. George requested we would 
Assist them with some heavy Guns and a Quantity of Gunpowder. We 
accordingly were about to send on the Prince Edward Twenty large cannon 
and had freighted the Calcutta Snow to carry down 1000 Barrels of Gun¬ 
powder. 

8. But our concerns [wVjfor the Misfortunes Suffered on the Coast was very 
shortly after alleviated by the Arrival of the Sloop Tartar with Letters from 
the Presidency of Fort St. George advising of the Reduction of Pondicherry 
which surrendered to Col. Coote at Discretion on the i6th Inst. The Terms 
Monsr. Lally and the Inhabitants of Pondicherry demanded and Col. Cootes 
Answer are entered after Consultation of the 9th Instant. 

9. This happy Conclusion to the long scene of War and Troubles that 
have infested the Coast of Coromandel; and Major Garnac’s success over the 
Shazadda give us an opportunity of offering you our sincere Gongratualtions 
on the occasion and our Wishes for the continuance of that prosperity that 
has hitherto attended your Arms in-India, We flatter ourselves the steps we 
have taken in Contributing towards it as far as lay in our power will meet 
with your approbation and we on our parts beg leave to assure you that 
as your Interest and advantage are the principal Objects of our Desires, so 
nothing shall be omitted by us that will tend to their Advancement. 

10. For bringing us so welcome a Message and in Consideration of much 
Trouble in the Service we made Captn. George Ivie of the Tartar Sloop 
a present of A. Rs. 2,000 wherein we doubt not of your approval. 

n. It now became unnecessary to send the Guns and Gunpowder we 
had intouded for the Coast; however as we had actually freighted the Calcutta 
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Snow and pui the Owners to some Expense, we employed har for canying 
Provisions and put her up for Freight to Madrass. 

12. We have reced. Letters from Captain[s] Pinson Bonham of the Norfolk 
Rnd Benjamin Godfrey of the Duke of Richmond as late as December, advising 
of those Ships being safe at Mallacca where they had landed their Cargoess 
Treasure excepted, into the Netherland Company’s warehouse, and intended 
to Winter. The Letters being entered after the Consultation of i6th February 
We beg leave to refer you to that for their Proceedings. 

13. The Victoria Snow upon her return from the Negraisc, was found 
upon Survey to be in so bad condition that it was judged her repair would 
amount to more than her worth and that she would sell for little above the 
value of her stores, We determined therefore to take out her Masts and stores 
and deliver the Hull to the Engineer to be sunk off that point of the New Fort 
where the River has made a considerable Encroachment, as some help 
towards the Foundation of a Pier which seems absolutely necessary to be raised 
there. 

14. It has been represented to us that the Gunpowder sent out this season 
is so bad that a third of each Barrell is lost in Sifting; we are to request your 
Honors will cause a particular regard to be had to an Article in which 
so much Depends especially as what is made in this country cannot be relied 
on for the use of the Musquetry in time of Action. 

15. The Committee of New Lands have met and settled a Plan for 
keeping the Accounts of those Revenues. They propose to Keep a regular 
set of Books in which all the Moneys received shall be placed to the credit 
of the respective Provinces, as Burdawan Province, Chittagong Province, 
Midnapoor Province and Calcutta Province which last will contain all that 
has hitherto been put to the account of New Lands being the Zemindary 
granted to the Company by the Nabob Jaffeir Ally Cawn. The respective 
charges will be put in like manner to the several Provinces in the Books of 
the Committee and in your General Books all suras received on account of 
any of the before mentioned Revenues will be placed to the head of Com¬ 
mittee of New Lands which will be wrote off at the end of every Year To 
Revenues. 

16. The said Committee will take under Consideration the 150th 
Paragraph of Ynur Commands of 1st April 1760 relative to the Charity Lands 
and will strictly examine the Tenure by which every Parcel is held; so that 
at the Expiration of the present Term of the Farms (the 1st May 1762) as 
many of them as are found false or unreasonable may revert to the Company. 

17. To this time we have received from Burdawan Province about 200,000 

.& OTK Lack and a half is on the Way. Midnapore Province reced. here 

about.10,000 & by Mr. Johnstone as much more Chittigong Province 

remitted as before mentioned to Daux and Luckypore.... 75,000. 
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18. The Gentlemen at Cossimbuaar have not yet Transmitted us a com- 
pleat account how much they have received of the five Lacks and fifty seven 
thousand rupees ( 557000) the Nabob ordered Royroyan to pay them, but 
we believe the whole is nearly discharged. They have remitted two and a half 
Lacks to Patna for the supply of the Army and the occasion of that Factory. 
We have ordered them to make further remittances to Patna and permitted 
them to employ for the present One Lack to forward the Investment of Raw 
Silk for the ensuing Year. 

19. As there is no prospect of disposing of the Jewels given by the Old 
Nabob as part security for his Debt,either in Calcutta, or in the City We 
have recommended to the Nabob to use his endeavours to raise Money upon 
them from the Merchants or otherwise provide for the discharge of the old 
Balance according to the Kistbunda. We have received from the Fougedar of 
Houghly the amounts of the order mentioned in the 84th Paragraph of our last 
address also the further sum of Twenty five thousand Rupees upon a second 
order. 

20. We had defered sending any Considerable supplies to the Subordi¬ 
nate Factories and Aurungs in order to assist the Presidency of Fort St. George 
with all the Money we could Possibly spare, but upon advices received of 
the wished for Success of the operations against Pondicherry we flatter oursel¬ 
ves they will be amply supplied from the Country, and we have therefore 
begun to make advances of Money and shall use our endeavours to procure 
as large an Investment as possible for the ensuing Year. 

21. The Marhattas at Ballasore behaving with much Insolence and 
making very high and unreasonable Demands on our Factory of Duties, 
Present &c—and thrcat[e]ning incase of refusal to plunder and destroy it, 
we recalled Mr. Burdett from thence and have withdrawn the Factory as the 
expence greatly exceeds the advantage arising from it as to the Investment. 
Mr. John Bristow however remains there to endeavour to Collect in the 
outstanding Ballances from the Weavers, and is to return to Calcutta whenever 
that Business is effected. But as it is necessary some Person should reside 
there to forward Packets to and from the Coast, we have ordered the 
Company Moonshey to remain for that Purpose. 

22. We have paid off the Division of y^P Cent Interest on the restitution 
to the European Sufferers as in donsultation of the 9th Inst, giving Bonds 
for all claims for or exceeding CRs. 1000....and discharging all under 
with ready Money and as we find there yet remain some claims on the restitu¬ 
tion fund unsettled, we have directed the Commissioners of Restitution to 
continue their Examination. 

23. We have granted by this Ship the following 31 Sets of Bills of Ex¬ 

change at 2s 4d the Current Rupee amounting to Current Rupees 35343-4 
orj^^sterg. 4122-17-3 payable ninety days sight. ^ 

One sett for thirty five pounds sterling payable to Mr. William Tuckey or 
order for current rupees three hundred received here of Mr. Edward Tuckey. 
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One sett for fifty two pounds ten shillings sterling, payable to Mr. John 
Puttam or order for current rupees, five hundred and forty, received here of 
Mr. John Puttam. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to Miss Me. Dowal 
Alves or order for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two Annas 
and three pice received here of Captn. Walter Alves. 

One sett for fifty pounds sterling payable to Mrs. Suzh. Passavant or 
order for current rupees four hundred and twenty eight, nine annas and 
three pice received here of Mr. Fitzowen Jones. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to the Reverend Mr. 
John Mapletoft or order, for current rupees eight hundred and fifty seven, 
two annas and three pice received here, of Mrs. Sarah Mapletoft. 

One sett for two hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. Alexr. Dresdale 
or order for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen, four 
Annas and six pice, received here of Mr. Edward Bibb. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Howitt or order for current for rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven two annas 
and three pice, received here of Mr. Samuel Howitt. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. William Heath- 
cote or order for current rupees, Eight hundred and fifty seven, two annas 
and three pice received here of Mr. John Wood account Mr. John Reed. 

One sett for fifty pounds sterling payable to Mrs. Mary Batson or order 
for current rupees, four hundred and twenty eight, nine annas and three pice 
received here of Mr. Anselm Beaumont. 

One sett for one hundred and ninety four pounds, six shillings and ten 
pence sterling payable to Mr. John Le Gros or order current rupees, one 
thousand sixteen hundred and sixty five, twelve annas & six pice received 
here of Mr. James Barton. 

One sett for three hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. John Scot¬ 
land or order for current rupees two thousand five hundred and seventy 
one, seven annas received here of Mr. William Magee on account of Ensign 
James Scotland. 

One sett for sixty pounds sterling payable to Mr. Sam, and Mrs. Ann 
Bennett or order for current rupees five hundred and fourteen, four Annas six 
pice, received here of Mr. Charles Bennett. 

One sett for one hundred and forty pounds seven [shillingsjand one penny 
sterling, payable to Mr. Richard Barwell or order for current rupees one 
thousand two hundred and twenty three annas received here of Mr. Richard 
Barwell. 

One seft for thirty four pounds three shillings and six pence payable to 
Charles Raymond Esqre. or order for current rupees two hundred and ninety 
two, fourteen ^nnas and nine pice received here of Captn. Hiomas Fenwic. 
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One sett for Thirty pounds sterling payable to Mrs. Anna Jolly or order 
for currrent rupees, two hundred and fifty seven, two annas and three pice 
received here of Mr. John Dyer. 

One sett for thirty pounds sterling payable to Mrs. Elizabeth Hart or 
order for current rupees Two hundred and fifty seven, two annas and three 
pice received here of Mr. John Dyer. 

One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to Mrs. James Jurney or 
order for current rupees, eight hundred and fifty seven, two annas and three 
pice, rcced. here of Harry Smyth Esqfe. accovmt Mr. Samuel Middleton- 

One sett for one hundred and seventy three pounds sterling fifteen shilling 
payable to Robert Scott Esqre. or order for current rupees one thousand 
four hundred and eighty nine four annas and nine pice received here of Mr. 
Robert Gregory. 

One sett for one hundred and ninety four pounds four shillings sterlin 
payable to Mr. Francis Perry or order for current rupees, one thousand six 
hundred and sixty three received here (/f Mr. Robert Gregory account 
Lieutenai'.t Ambroze Perry. 

One sett I'or rdiicteen pounds fourteen shillings and ninepence sterling 
payable to George Gray and Henry Allan Esqrs. or either of their orders for 
current inpecs one Imndrcd and sixty niite, two annas and nine pice received 
here of Messrs. George Gray and William Magee. 

One sett for one hundred and fifty nine pounds, two shillings and five 
yiCnce sterling payable to George Gray or Henry Allan Esqrs. or either of 
their orders for current rupees, one thousand three hundred and sixty three, 
fourteen annas and three pice received here of Me^rs. George Gray and 
William Magee. 

One sett for one hundred and eighteen pounds eight shillings and nine 
pence payable to George Gray and Henry Allan Esqrs. or either of their 
orders for current rupees, one thousand aird fifteen three annas received 
here of Mesrs. Geo Gray and William Magee. 

One sett for five hundred and seventy two pounds seven shillings and 
four pence sterling payable to George Gray and Henry Allan Esqrs. or either 
of their orders fur current rupees, four thousemd nine hundred and six, three 
annas received of Mesrs. George Gray and William Magee. 

One sett for, one hundred and thirty four pounds, six shillings and ten 
pence sterling payable to Geo. Gray and Henry Allan Esqrs. or either of their 
orders, for current rupees, one thousand one hundred and fifty five, fifteen 
shillings sterling [iic] received here of Mesrs. George Gray and William 
Magee. 

One sett for ninety pounds fourteen shillings and five pence sterling 
payable to Mesrs. Le Gros and L’Cras or either of their orders fjr current 
rupees seven hundred and seventy seven, nine annas and six pice received 
here of Mr. James Barton. 

2r> 
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One sett for one hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. James Barton 
or order for current rupees eight hundred and fifty seven, two annas, three 
pice received here of Mr. James Barton. 

One sett for two Hundred pounds payable to Mr. David Duncambe for 
current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen, four annas, six 
pice received here of Mr. William Gunn. 

One sett for two hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. David Dun¬ 
cambe or order for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen 
four annas, six pice received here of Mr. William Hayward. 

One sett for Two hundred pounds sterling payable to Mr. David Dun- 
combe or order for current rupees, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen, 
four annas, six pice received here of Mr. David Duncombe. 

One sett for one hundred and twenty six pounds sterling payable to 
Gaptain John Mills or order f jr current rupees, O.ne thousand and eighty 
received here of Mr. Charles Child. 

One sett for, one hundred and fifty six pounds sterling payable to Mr. 
John Whitelock or order for current rupees, one thousand three hundred 
and thirty seven, two annas, three pice, received here of Mr. Oliver Cromwell 
Webb on account of Mr. Parker Hatley. 

24. We have likewise granted the following 84 setts of Bills at 2s. 4d for 
every current rupee payable at three hundred and sixty five days sight. In¬ 
terest to commence thereon at 4 P Cent P Annum after the Expiration of 90 
days—^The whole eighty four setts amounting to Current Rupees 816,469-7-9 
or ;Csterg. 9525-4-11- 

One sett for five Thousand one hundred pounds sterling payable to 
William Fullerton Esqre. or order for current rupees Forty three thousand 
seven hundred and fourteen, four Annas, six Pice received here of William 
Fullerton Esqre. 

One sett for One Thousand, five hundred Pounds sterling, payable to 
Joseph Fowke Esqre. or order for current rupees. Twelve thousand eight 
hundred and fifty seven, two annas, three pice received of Mr. George Gray. 

One sett for Two hundred and twenty pounds sterling, eleven shillings 
and eleven pence payable to Mr. Thos. King or order for current rupees 
One thousand eight hundred and ninety nine six Annas, three Pice, received 
here of Mr. Thos, Cooke, account the Estate of John Pickering, deced. 

One sett for Three hundred and one Pounds sterling, seven shillings 
and one penny, payable to Charles Douglas Esqre. or order for current rupees 
Two thousand, five hundred and eightynine, three Annas, three Pice, re¬ 
ceived here of Mr. Thos. Cooke. 

One sett for Nine hundred and twenty one pounds, eighteen shilling, 
and twd pence, payable to Mr. Andrew MofiTatt, or order for current rupees, 
seven thousand nine hundred and two, one Anna and three Pice reccd. here 
of Gaptain ^^mes Mofifatt. 
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One sett for one hundred and fifty Pounds sterling, payable to Captn. 
John Mills, or order for current rupees, one thousand two hundred and eighty 
five, Eleven annas, six pice reced. here of Mr, Charles Child. 

One sett for Two hundred and thirty three Pounds, two shillings and 
sevea pence sterling, payable to Jacob Moses and Raphael Franco or order 
for current rupees, One thousand, nine hundred and ninety eight, four Annas 
received here of William Brightwell Sumner and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for, forty six pounds, ten shillings sterling payable to Mesrs. 
Isaac Mendezzd’ Costa and Nunes Brothers, or order for current rupees, 
three hundred and ninety eight, nine annas, received here of Wm. Brightwell 
Sumner and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for Eighteen pounds, seven shillings and a penny, sterling 
payable to Mr. Judah Supino, or order for current rupees, one hundred and 
fifty seven five annas, received here of William Brightwell Sumner and 
Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for Eighty five pounds, eleven shillings and eight pence sterling, 
payable to Mr. Joseph Salvadore or order, for current rupees, seven hundred 
and thirty three, eight annas, three pice reced. here of William Brightwell 
Surrmer and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for one hundred and twelve pounds, ten shillings and three 
pence sterling, payable to Thos. Godfrey Esqre. or order for current rupees 
nine hundred and sixty four, six annas, nine pice, received here of William 
Brightwell [Sumner?] and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for fourteen pounds, nineteen shillings sterling payable to 
James Adams Esqre. or order for current rupees, one hundred and twenty 
eight two Annas, nine Pice, received here of William B. Sumner and Culling 
Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for thirteen pounds, seven shillings and two pence sterling 
payable to Thos. Saunders Esqre. or order for current rupees, one hundred 
and fourteen, eight annas received here of William Brightwell Sumner and 
Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for seventy three pounds, three shillings and seven pence sterling, 
payable to Adam Dawson Esqre. of order for current rupees, six hundred 
and twenty seven, four annas, received here of William Brightwell Sumner 
and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for two hundred and sixty two pounds, sixteen shillings sterl¬ 
ing payable to John Cooke Esqre. or order for current rupees, two thousand 
two hundred and fifty two, nine annas received here of Wm. Brightwell 
Sumner anrf Culling Smith Esqrs. account the estate of Robert Bing, de¬ 
ceased. 

One sett for two hundred and fifty five pounds eighteen shillings ster¬ 
ling, payable,. to William Frankland or order for current rupees, two thousand 
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one hundred and ninety three, seven annas, nine pice received here of William 
Brightwell Sumner and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for one thousand one hundred and twenty three pounds, 
eleven shillings and six pence sterling payable to Charles Mannir^[ham ?] and 
Williani Frankland Esqrs, or order for current rupees, nine thousand six 
hundred and thirty, eleven annas and three pice, received here of William 
Brightwell Sumner and Culling Smith Esqrs. 

One sett for three thousand and seventy nine pounds, four shillings 
and four pence sterling, payable to Thos. Holme Esqre. or order for current 
rupees three thousand two hundred and fifty, four Annas, nine Pice received 
here of Willrn. Brightwell Sumner Esqre. 

One sett for twenty four Pounds, twelve shillings and four pence sterl¬ 
ing, payable to Thos. Holme Esqre. or order for current rupees two hundred 
and eleven, and three pice, received here of William Brightwell Sumner 
Esqre. 

One sett for Two hundred and forty Pounds, three shillings one penny 
sterling, payable to Richard Beecher and Thomas Bcddam Esqrs. or 
order for current rupees. Two thousand and fifty eight, seven annas, six 
Pice, received here of Mr. William Magee account the Estate of Mesrs. 
Jenks and Rively, Deced. 

One sett for eight hundred and thirty nine Pounds, sixteen shillings 
sterling payable to William Davis, Charles Whaley and William Birch Esqrs 
or order for current rupees, seven thousand and one hundred and ninety 
eight, four annas, six pice, received of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. 

One sett for Two hundred and forty one Pounds, one shilling sterl¬ 
ing, payable to Hugh Bailey Esqre. or order for current rupees two thousand 
and sixty six, two annas, three pice, received here of John Zephaniah Hol¬ 
well Esqre. 

One sett for three hundred and thirteen pounds, twelve shillings and 
eight pence sterling payable to William Davis Esqre. or order for current 
rupees, two thousand and sue hundred and eighty eight, four annas, nine 
pice, received of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. account restitution to 
Sundry Sufferers. 

One sett for, Two thousand four hundred and forty six pounds, seven 
shillings and eight pence sterling payable to Edward Holden Cruttenden 
Esqre. for cuuent rupees twenty thousand nine hundred and sixty nine re¬ 
ceived here of Mr, William Fullerton. 

One sett for eight pounds twelve shillings and three pence sterling 
payable to Mr. George Meard or order for current rupees, seventy three 
thirteen annas, and three pice, received here of Mr. William Fullerton 

f 

One sett for one hundred and thirty four pounds one shilling and four 
pence stcling payable to Mr. Andrew Moffatt, or order for current rupee 
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one thousand one hundred and forty nine, two annas, three pice, received 
here of Mr. William Fullerton account David Robertson. 

One sett for one hundred and forty eight pounds eight shillings sterl¬ 
ing, payable to Mr. William Nixon or order for Ct. Rupees, one ■ thousand 
two hundred and seventy two, received here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for two hundred and eighty six pounds eleven shillings and 
ten pence sterling, payable to Mr. Thomas Townshend or order for current 
rupees, two thousand four hundred and fifty six, eight annas, received here 
of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for sixteen pounds, five shillings and eleven pence sterling, pay¬ 
able to Mr. Thomas Rich or order for current rupees, one hundred and 
thirty nine, eleven annas, received hereof Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett fot one hundred and forty six pounds nineteen [shillings] and 
ten pence sterling, payable to Mr. William Fullerton or order for current 
rupees one thousand two hundred and fifty nine, fifteen Annas, three pice, 
received here of Mr. Wilm. Fullerton account the Estate of James Vali- 
court, Deceased. 

One sett for forty eight pounds, thirteen shillings sterling, payable 
to Mr. William Fullerton or order for current rupees four hundred and 
seventeen received here of him, account the Estate of Mr. Tidcombe, 
Deceased. 

One sett for one hundred and eighteen pounds, eighteen shillings and 
four pence sterling, payable to Mr. Wilm. Mackett Esqre. or order for 
current rupees, one thousand and seventeen, two annas, six pice, received 
here of Mr. William Fullerton account the Estate of George Minchin 
Deceased. 

One sett for, three thousand seven hundred and eighty pounds sterling, 
payable to Mr. William Frankland Esqre. or order for current rupees, thirty 
two thousand four hundred, received here of William Brightwell Sumnes 
Esqre. 

One sett for, five thousand eight hundred and thirty three pounds, 
six [shillings] and eight pence sterling., payable to Robert Clive Esqre. or 
order for current rupees, fifty thousand received here of Mr. Thomas 
Amphlett. 

One sett for, two thousand five hundred, payable to Francis Fordc 
and Caleb Powell Esqrs. or order for current rupees, twenty one thousand, 
four hundred and twenty eight, nine annas, three pice received here of Mr. 
Thomas Amphlett, account Gaptn. John Badbridge. 

One sett for seventeen pounds, three shillings and eight pence sterl¬ 
ing, payable to Mr. William Me. Ridie or order for current rupees, on* hund¬ 
red and fortyseven, four annas, sbe pice received here of Mr. William Fuller- 
on. 
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One sett for, eight pounds, five shillings and ten pence sterling, paya-' 
ble to Mr. Thos. Browne or order for current rupees, seventy one, one anna, 
and six pice, received here of Mr. William Fullerton. 

One sett for, four thousand, two hundred pounds payable to James 
Adams, Henry Brougham William Waller Esqres. or either of their orders for 
Current rupees, thirty six thousand, received here of Samuel Waller Esqre. 

One sett for, two thousand, three hundred and eighty four pounds, 
sixteen shillings and a penny sterling, payable to David Rannie Esqre. or 
order for current rupees, twenty thousand four hundred and forty one, 
three annas, reced. here of Gulling Smith and Anselm Beaumont Esqrs. 

One sett for, four hundred and fourteen, four shillings and eight pence 
sterling, payable to Mcsrs. Gammon and Ghallener for current rupees, three 
thousand, five hundred and fifty, nine annas, three pice, received here of 
Mr. Anselm Beaumont. 

One sett for, two [hundred] and thirty three pounds, six shillings and 
eleven pence sterling, payable to Mrs. Catherine Beaumont or order for 
current rupees,Two thousand, one anna and six pice received here of Mr. 
Anselm Beaumont, account Estate of William Dogan, Deceased. 

One sett for, three hundred and seventy three pounds, four shillings 
and three pence, payable to Joseph Peter Godfrey Esqre. or order for current 
rupees, three thousand one hundred and ninety eight, fifteen annas, 
three Pice, received here of Mr. Anselm Beaumont, account Robert Orme. 

One sett for one hundred and forty two pounds, fifteen shillings and 
ten pence sterling, payable to Captn. Henry Fletcher, or order for current 
rupees, one thousand, two hundred and twenty three, fourteen annas, nine 
pice, received here of Mr. Anselm Beaumont. 

One sett for, two thousand one hundred and ninety six pounds, eighteen 
shillings and ten pence sterling, payable to Richard Bourchier Esqre. or order 
for current rupees, eighteen thousand, eight hundred and thirty, fourteen 
annas, nine pice, received here of John Zeph. Holwell Esqre. 

One sett for, one thousand one hundred and nine pounds, four shillings 
and two pence sterling payable to Captn. Francis Flaction or order for cur¬ 
rent rupees, nine thousand, five hundred and seven, eight annas, reced. 
here of Mrs. Ann Yorke Executrix to Mr. Rider, deceased. 

One sett for seventy four pounds, three shillings and three pence, pay¬ 
able to Captn. James Ward, or order for current rupees, six hundred and 
thirty five, eleven annas, three pice, received here of Mrs. Ann Yorke, 
Executrix, to Mr. Rider, deceased. 

One sett for, twenty five pounds, nine shillings and ten pence sterling 
payable to Captn. John Francis Paschoud, or order for current rupees, two 
hundred and eighteen, eight annas, three pice, received here of Mrs. Ann 
Yorke, Focecutrix to Mr. Rider, deceased. 
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One sett for, nine hundred and forty eight pounds, sixteen shillings 
and seven pence sterling, payable to John Hallett Esqre., or order for cur¬ 
rent rupees, eight thousand one hundred and thirty two, thirteen annas 
received here of William Brightwell Sumner Esqre. account Captain 
George Wilson. 

One sett for, four thousand nine hundred pounds sterling, payable 
to Mr. William Fullerton, or order for current rupees, forty two thousand, 
received here of Mr. Wilm. Fullerton. 

One sett for, eighty six pounds, nineteen shillings and six pence sterl¬ 
ing, payable to Mr. William Nixon or order for current rupees, seven 
hundred and forty five, eight annas, received here of Mr. William 
Fullerton. 

One sett for, two thousand and fifty six pounds, seven shillings, and 
eight pence sterling, payable to Mr. George Wilson, or order for current 
rupees, seventeen thousand, six hundred and twenty six, two annas, three 
pice, received here of George Wilson. 

One sett for four hundred emd ninety six pounds, eleven shillings and 
seven pence sterling, payable to Mr. Edward Walsby, or order for current 
rupees, four thousand, two hundred and fifty six, six annas, three pice, 
received of Mr. Francis Charlton, account Captn. Brooke Samson. 

One sett for, four hundred and sixty six pounds thirteen shillings and 
four pence, payable to Mesrs. Robert and Henry Drummond, or order for 
current rupees, four thousand, received here of Mr. Francis Charlton, account 
the estate of Thos. Cochran, Deced. 

One sett for five thousand four hundred and fifty two pounds, nine shil- 
ings and ten pence sterling, payable to Mr. William Baiwell, Junr. Esqre. 
or order for current rupees, forty six thousand, seven hundred and thirty 
five, ten annas, six Pice, received here of Mr. Richard Barwell, in full returns 
for two chests of coral marked W.B. No. 4 & 5, imported P Ships Stor- 
mount & Houghton. 

One sett for two thousand pounds, payable to Captn. John Durand, 
or order for current rupees, seventeen thousand, one hundred and forty two, 
thirteen annas, nine pice, received here of Mr. Thos. Cooke. 

One sett for seventy six pounds, six shillings and ten pence sterling, 
payable to Mrs. Eliz Dodd or order for current rupees, six hundred and fifty 
four, five annas, six pice, received here of Mrs. Ann Yorke, Executrix to 
Wilm. Rider deceased, account the Estate of John Dodd, Deced. 

One sett for, thirteen pounds, two shillings and six pence sterling, pay¬ 
able to Mr. Samuel Mercer, or order for current rupees, one hundred and 
twelve, eight annas, three pice, received here of Mr. Edward Tuckey amount 
the estate of Willis Orr, deceased. 

One sett for, two thousand, five hundred and eleven pounds, twelve shil¬ 
lings and nine pence sterling payable to Charles Raymond Esqre. for current 
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rupees twenty one thousand* five hundred and twenty eight, five annas, 
received here of Gaptn Edward Lord Chick. 

One sett for, one thousand two hundred, and thirty eight pounds, five 
shillings and seven pence sterling, payable to Thos. Boddam Esqre. or order 
for current rupees. Ten thousand six hundred and thirteen, thirteen annas, 
six pice, received here of Mr. William Magee. 

One sett for one thousand four hundred pounds sterling, payable to 
Joseph and Francis Fooke and John Walsh Esqrs. or orders, for current 
rupees twelve thousand, received here of the Hon’ble Henry Vansittart 
Esqre. and Mr. Peter Downes, Executors of Sophia Duncan, Deceased. 

One sett for one hundred and eighty four pounds twelve shillings and 
two pence sterling, payable to Matthew Collett Esqre. or order for current 
rupees, one thousand, five hundred and eighty two, six annas, received here 
of Gulling Smith Esqre. 

One sett for, two hundred and seventy four pounds, six shillings, and 
eight pence sterling payable to Mr. Francis Watts, or order for current rupees, 
two thousand, three hundred and fifty one, six annas, nine pice, rcced. here 
of Gulling Smith Esqre. 

One sett for one hundred and twenty eight pounds, one shilling and 
eight pence sterling payable to Benjamin Longuet and Joseph Guinand 
Esqres. or orders for current rupees, one thousand and ninety seven. f)ur- 
teen Annas received here of Gulling Smith Esqre, account Estate of Nicholas 
Glerembault, Deceased. 

One sett for one nundred and twenty three pounds, four shillings, and 
seven piMce sterling payable to Mesrs. George and William Gatte.narks, 
or order for current rupees, one thousand and fifty six, tlnee annas, nine 
pice, received here of Gulling S nith Esqre. account Captain Alexr. Grant. 

One sett for eighteen pounds, nineteen shillings and five pence sterl- 
ing, payable to Mr. David De Gastra, or order for current rupees, seventy 
six, twelve annas, six pice received here of Culling Smith and Anselm Beau¬ 
mont Esqrs. 

One sett for, fifty nine pounds, five shillings and one penny sterling, 
payable to Mr. Jacob D’ Nutal Levi Sensino, or order f^r current rupees, 
five hundred and seven, fourteen annas, & six pice received here of 
Gulling Smith and Anselm Beaumont Esqrs. 

One sett for thirty two pounds, twelve shillings and four pence sterling 
payable to Mesrs. Abram and Jacob Franco, or order for current rupees, 
two hundred and seventy nine, nine annas received here of Culling Smith 
and Anselm Beaumont Esqrs. 

One sett for twenty three pounds, ten shillings and three pence sterl- 

payable to Moses Franco and company, or order for current rupees, 
two huudi^ and one, eight annas, nine Pice, received here of Gulling Smith 
and Anselm Beaumont Esqrs. 
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One sett for one thousand Pounds sterling, payable to Roger Drake, 
Beeston Long and, Roger Drake Junr. Esqrs. or either of their orders for 
current rupees, eight thousand five hundred & seventy one, six annas and 
nine pice received here of Culling Smith & Anselm Beaumont, account 
Roger Drake Junr. Esqre. 

One sett for, Two thousand, three hundred and seventy eight pounds, 
eleven shillings and six pence sterling, payable to Ynyr Burgess and William 
Barwell Esqrs, or order for current rupees, seventy thousand, three hundred 
and eighty seven, twelve annas and three pice, received here of Peter Amyatt 
Esqre. account the estate of Mrs. Ann Peirce, deceased. 

One sett for five thousand pounds sterling, payable to William Davis, 
Charles Whaley and William Birch Esqrs. or order for current rupees, forty 
two thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, two annas and three pice, rece¬ 
ived here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. 

One sett for eleven thousand, eight hundred and thirty one pounds, 
four shillings and five pence sterling, payable to Lawrence Sulivan Esqre, or 
order for current rupees, one hundred and one thousand, four hundred and 
ten, seven annas and three pice, reced. here of Mr. Janies Barton. 

One sett for three hundred & thirty two pounds, three shillings and seven 
pence sterling payable to Mesrs. Sami. Wilson and sons, or order for current 
rujiees, two thousand eight hundred & forty seven, four annas received 
here of Captn. James Moffatt. 

One sett for one thousand, eight hundred & sixty six pounds, tliirteen 
shillings and four pence sterling, payable to Mr. Andrew Moffatt or order for 
current rupees, sixteen thousand, received here of Captn. James Moffatt. 

One sett for six hundred forty one pounds thirteen shillings and four 
pence sterling payable to Mr. Andrew Moffatt for current rupees, five thousand 
five hundred, reced. here of Captn. James Moffatt account Mrs. Martha 
Cummings. 

One sett for one thousand four hundred pounds sterling, payable to 
William Waller, James Adams & Henry Brougham Esqrs. or order for 
current rupees, twelve thousand, received here of Sami. Waller Esqre. 

One sett for, four hundred and eighty six pounds, ten shillings sterling, 
payable to Richard Beecher, and William Fullerton Esqre. or orders for current 
rupees, four thousand one hundred and seventy, received here of William 
Fullerton Esqre, account Elizabeth and Mary Knox. 

One sett for one hundred and thirty seven pounds, five shillings and nine 
pence sterling, payable to Harry Knox, or order for cun’ent rupees, one 
thousand one hundred and seventy six, twelve annas, received here of William 
Fullerton Esqre. 

One sett for five thousand pounds sterling payable to John Zephaniah 
Holwell Esqre., William Davis, Chas. Whaley and William Birch Esqrs., or 
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order for current rupees, forty two thousand, eight hundred, fifty seven,, 
two annas, and three pice, received here of John Zephaniah Holwell Esqre. 

One sett for four hundred and sixty nine pounds, three shiUings and two» 
pence sterling, payable to Captn. Jno. Donellan or order, for current rupees, 
four thousand and twenty one, six annas, received here of Mesrs. Senior 
and Gould. 

One sett for seven hundred and thirty three potinds five shillings and four 
pence sterling, payable to Richard and William Harwell Esqrs., or order for 
current rupees six thousand six hundred and twenty eight received here of 
Mesrs. Barton and Harwell. 

One sett for five hundred and seventy three pounds twelve shillings and 
five pence sterling, payable to Captn. William Jennings and John Baker 
Esqrs. or order for current rupees, four thousand nine hundred and sixteen 
eleven annas and nine pice, received here of Culling Smith Esqre. 

One sett for one thousand four hundred pounds sterling, payable to 
Mesrs. Joseph Creswicke and Francis Sykes, or order for current rupees, 
twelve thousand received here of Mr. Warren Hastings. 

One sett for three hundred and sixty one pounds three shillings and four 
pence sterling, payable to Mr. William Forth, or order for current rupees, 
three thousand and ninety five, eleven annas, nine pice, received here of 
Culling Smith Esqre, 

25. Captn. Randfurlie Knox in his letter of the 9th Inst, entered after 
that days Consultation requested to resign the service, to proceed to his 
Native Country. We could not refuse our consent to his request, as his regard 
to the Interest of his Employers had made him defer his intentions of going 
to Europe at a time when his services were wanted, we therefore in a letter 
of the same date signified to him, our compliance with his desire altho’ his 
continuance in the service would be very pleasing to us, and at the same time 
wc gave him the thanks of the Board for his past services. Soon after we 
had the pleasure to receive another letter from Captn. Knox, intimating that 
our satisfaction with his Behaviour, and our being desirous of his longer 
continuance in the service had induced him to wave[jic] his Resolution of 
going to Europe. 

26. We beg leave to mention this brave Officer as highly worthy of 
your Favour, by his good conduct, and his indefatigable Zeal for the good of 
your service; which opinion we think is confirmed by this last Instance of his 
attachment to the Hon’ble Company. 

27. Mr. Waller on the 19th Instant, resigned his seat at the Board, 
and returned the Company thanks for the Favours he had received in their 
Employ; he takes his Passage for Europe on the L.atham. 

28. James Barton has also resigned the service to return to Europe, 
his conce^s there not permitting him to remain longer in India; he also 
proceeds on the Latham. 
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29. Mr. Holwell sent in a letter to the Board, minuted in Consultation 
of the 12th Inst, requesting payment of the Interest of a Bond.... Principal 
Ten Thousand current rupew (CRs 10,000) in his Name, on account of the 
Widow Massey, whose distress for the want of that money he represents to be 
very great. As Mr. Holwell has offered to give Seciurity for this Money should 
the Bond ever make its appearance, and we have no reason to doubt of the 
Widow Massey’s Claim being Just, we have agieed to pay off the Interest, due 
on the Principal. 

30. The Revd. Mr. Henry Butler addressed the Board for an increase 
of his allowance, as one of the chaplains of this Presidency, i-epresenting 
that the Salary of ;^2oo P annum, and 3 ° P annum for house rent are far 
from being sufficient to maintain him as becomes his Station, His letter is 
entered after Consultation of the igth Inst, and we beg leave to recommend 
his request to your Consideration. 

31. We informed your Honors in our last address of the suspicions 
we had of Roy doolub and Nundecomars being concerned in a secret Corres¬ 
pondence with the Burdawan Rajah and others that were disaffected to the 
Company and that their Persons and Papers had been secured. We examined 
into all their Papers and nothing positive appearing against Roy doolub 
the Guard was taken off from his House—But of Nundecomars Intriguing 
against the Nabob’s and the Company’s Government in [m?]any Proofs ap¬ 
peared, and strong suspicion of more from the Dark and mysterious Terms in 
which some of the Letters are wi-otc—Translations of the most material 
Papers together with all that passed on his Examinations are transmitted 
to your Honors in a Book a part, to which we beg leave to refer to you and 
as in the present Circumstances it is not in Nundecomars Power to do any 
injury to your Affairs, nor can he leave the Settlement if he was so In¬ 
clined, it being our Protection alone that secures him from falling under the 
Displeasure of the Nabob; we have therefore contented ourselves with 
giving him a Caution not to engage for the future in any Affairs which do 
not belong to him. 

32. As the Latham’s dispatch was greatly retarded for want of Sal: 
Petre, we took out, one thousand one hundred and forty Bags from the 
Prince Edward, and laded them upon her to hasten her. 

33. Six Invalids and ten French Prisoners go on the Latham; we have 
caused them to sign an acknowledgement that they are Passengers and have 
no right to demand Wages, from the Owners of the Ship during their passage 
to Great Britain. 

34. We have now a large Number of Bricklayers at Work upon the New 
Fort, and hope to get the gateways finished as well as some of the Bombproof 
Lodgements before the next Rains, We are much obliged to Mf, Amphlett’s 
Assiduity and diligent attendance which he continues still to exert, although, 
his Constitution has suffered much by the Fatigue he underwent in this Service 
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throughout the course of last Year. We need not add anything to these Facts 
to recommend him to your Honors favor and Notice. 

35. We mentioned in our last address our having suspended the Prohi¬ 
bition of Trading in Opium to the West Coast, imagining it to be improper 
to lay any Restraints of that sort considering the late Misfortune which 
happened to those Settlements; but being informed since by a Letter from 
the Gentlemen at Fort St. George that the use of Opium among the Planters 
would be attended with bad consequences instead of encouraging the Trade- 
We have therefore put in Force your Directions forbidding any Opium to be 
exported by private Traders to the West Coast. The Leopard Snow sailed 
the 22nd December with fifty Chests, & we hear is safe arrived at Madrass. 

36. By a letter from Fort St. George dated the i6th January, We have 
the pleasui-e to learn that the Eai'l Temple, York & Neptune imported at 
Anjengo the 13th Deer, and the Londoji, the which last ship paited company 
with the Chatham Man of War off the Madeira’s and with your ship the 
Egmont off the Cape. 

37. We have shipped on board the Latham Stores for the Island of 
St. Helena amounting to Currt. P..i'pt'es Nine hundred & fifty five, seven 
annas & nine pice (CRs 955-7-9) as P Invoice, and the bill of Lading sent to 
the Deputy Governor & Council there. 

38. We have laden on this ship, sundry Goods and Merchandize 
amounting to CunT. Rupees, seven hundred and twelve thousand (CRs 
712,000) as P Invoice and bill of Lading enclosed in this Packett. 

39. As there is nothing so likely to create a spirit of Emulation and dili¬ 
gence in your Servants as a favourable mention to your Hotiors of those who 
most distinguish themselves, Wc must therefore at this time do that Justice 
to Mr. Henry Goodwin who renders himself worthy of our Notice by a 
strict application to his Business. 

We are with the Greatest Respect 

Fort William May it Please your Honors 

the 23rd February 1761 Your most faithful Servants 

[Per ship Z-a/Aeff ] Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/Culling Smith. 
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LETTER DATED 5 MARCH 1761 

route to Chittagong—Kharijuri pargana to be surveyed—bills of exchange^ 

T*i Ibe HotVble the Court of Directors for Affaii’s of the Hon’ble the 
' United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 
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May it please Your Honors 

[i.‘J We addressed you the 16th January by the Royal Duke which Ship 
left her Pilot the 25th of that month, and the 23rd of r’el>ruary by the Latham 
which Ship was dispatched from Ingcllie the 2nd Inst, this waits on your 
Honors by the Lord Arison, to whom [.nr] we arc using our utmost dili¬ 
gence to give her dispatch within the Chartcrpaity Time. 

[2.] The general Books as adjusted by Mr. Magee from the year 1756 
cannot be compleatod to be transmitted to you at this Season as that Gentle¬ 
man in his letter of the 15th December entered after that days Consultation 
gave us room to hope. The Journal up to x\pril 1759 is ready, btil the multi¬ 
plicity of Current Business in the Accomptts Office and the want of a suffi> 
cieut Number of capable assistams, have prevented their being coined fair as 
you will please to observe in the Accomptants minute in Consultation of the 
2nd Inst. Indeed the Journal only could not be satisfiiciory as without having 
the Ledger posted and the Books balanced at their pn^per Periods there 
could be no certainty of their being right. Wc shall make it our particular 
attention to have the whole quite to your Honors [satisfaction?] by the first 
ship of next Season. Wc hope to have a cargoe reads’ for one Ship to be dis¬ 
patched to you in August or September next and have wi-ote accordingly to the 
Gentlemen at Fort St. George de.siring if they should think proper upon the 
advices received from their supra cargoes in China to dispatch thither all 
the remaining charter party Ships of last season that in such case they will 
send hither your ship Admiral Watson to be loaded from hence in August as 
belbrementioned being apprehensive that the Godolphin may not return 
from her present voyage before the ist of October. 

[3.] We, at the same time desired tlic Gentlemen at Fort St. George to 
acquaint us what assistance of Money they shall want to enable them to give 
Stocks to the Surplus of Ships to be dispatched to China; as we imagine they 
may have received from your supra cargoes such advices as will enable them 
to form a calculate. 

[4.] The Prince Edward»was dispatched to Fort St. George the 9th Febru¬ 
ary with 360 Bags of Salt Petre, 2003 Bags of rice and 500 Bags of Bread 
shipped for the use of his Majestys Squadron by their agent here. 

[5.] We have received no fresh advices from Fort St. George since those 
that brought us the agreable News of the surrender of Pondicherry. 

[6.] We hourly expect Mr. Scott from Chittigong. We hoped he would 
have arrived in time to have given us an account of his observations to be 
transmitted to your Honors at this season as he mentioned that he should 
leave that place early in February but some fresh business must have de¬ 
tained him longer and we must content ourselves at this time with referring 
you to his Letter of the 23rd January, entered after consujtation of the 
gth February by which you will observe that there appears to be a safe and 
bold passage to Chittagong along the Eastern Coast. 
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[7.] We have considered often & with much surprize the Tradition 
concerning the immense Revenue said to have be«i produced formerly 
by the Pergunnah of Corry Juree as mentioned in the 108 paragraph of the 
general Letter from hence dated the 315! December 1758 & taken Notice 
of in the 99th parah. of our commands of the 1st April 1760. If such a tradition 
there be and with any foundation of credit the loss must be attributed rather 
to an Inundation of the Sea, than to the effects of the oppressions of an 
arbitrary Government, at present there is not a single Inhabitant upon it 
nor is it esteemed possible to be inhabited. As far as can be seen it is an 
entire Jungle and overflow’d with every flood Tide.—In fact it produces 
nothing now the small revenue said to belong to it being only what is collected 
at a Gaut or Custom House on the River side. We shall attempt a survey of 
it if possible and either endeavour for account [jjV] the Company to encourage 
the Inhabitants to settle and cultivate such parts as are practicable or else give 
a long lease of it upon the easy Terms usual in such cases to any Farmer or 
society of Farmers that will undertake to clear it which if such could be found 
we think would be best for the Company. 

[8.] By this ship we have drawn on your Honors the following twelve 
setts of Bills of Exchange payable at 2/4 P. Current rupee and Ninety days 
after sight amounting to pounds sterling 1377-10-4 or CRs. 11809-4-3. 

One sett for i35"6-8 payable to Mr. Richd. Sinnot or order for 
CRs. 1160 reced. here of Mr. James Forster. 

One sett for ;^stg. 200, pble to Mr. David Duncombe or order for CRs. 
1714-4-6 reced. here of Mr. David Duncombe. 

One sett for ;iCstg. 200, pble to Mrs. Sarah Haywood for CRs. 1714-4-6 
received here of Mr. William Haywood. 

One sett for £stg. 200, pble to Mrs. Sarah Haywood for CRs. 1714-4-6 
received here of Mr. Joseph Bisant. 

One Sett for *^0 Mrs. Elizth. Haywood for CRs. 857-2-3 

received here of Mr. Philip Milner Dacres, acet. Mr. Sami. Howett. 

One sett for ;i^stg. 200 pble to Willm. Alexr. Esqre. and Captn. Jonathan 
Ranson for CRs. 1714-4-6 received here of Mr. Thomas Blaney. 

One sett for £stg. 58-8 payable to John Delawal Esqre. for CRs. 432 
reced. here of Mr. Thos. Amphlett account for Mr. Gilbert Ironside. 

One sett for ;i(^stg. 50, pble to Mr. William Heathcotc for Curt. Rupees 
428-9-3 reced. here of Mr. John Wood acet Mr. Johnstone. 

One sett for ^^stg. too, payable to Mr. Edward Ironside for CRs. 857-2-3 
reced. here of Mr. Thos. Amphlett, acet Mr. Gilbert Ironside. 

One sett for £stg. 100, payable to Mr. Anselm Beaumont or order for 
Ciirf,iRupe|^ 857-2-3 reced. here of Mr. Anselm Beaumont. 

One sm for ^C^tg* 11-15-8, payable to Mr. Geo Scton’for CRs. 101 reced. 
here of Mr. William Magee. 
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One sett for £stg. 30, payable to Gaptn. Willm. Tryon for CRs. 257-2-3 
reced. here of Mr. William Magee. 

Likewise the following seven setts at 24 & 365 days amountg. to ;(^stg. 
J2126-16-5 or CRs. 103943-15-6, 

One sett for £stg. 5328-11 pble to Josh. Cooke Esqre. for CRs. 4563-8 
Tcced. here of Mesrs. Hay Lushington & Gray. 

One sett for j(^stg. 58336-8 payable to Robert Clive Esqre. for CRs. 50,000 
reced. here of Mr. Thos. Amphlett. 

One sett for ;^stg. 2333-6-8 payable to Mrs. Elizh. Margass for CRs. 20,000 
reced. here of Mrs. Elizh. Margass. 

One sett for ;^stg. 1260 payable to Mr. Herbert Pyefinch or order for 
CRs. 10800 reced. here of Mrs. Herbert Pyefinch acet. Estate of Geo. Dimdass, 
deced. 

One sett for £stg. 71-6-1 payable to Geo. Scott Esqre. or order for CRs. 
611-2-9 reced. here of J. Z. Holwell Esqre. acet. Estate of Coll. Caroline 
Fred Scott deced. 

One sett for 1001-14-6 pble to Mr, Willm. Forth for CRs. 8586-3-9 
reced. here of Gulling Smith Esqre. 

One sett for ,(^stg. 1094-13-11 payable to Thos. Boddam Esqre for CRs. 
9383-1 reced. here of William Magee. 

[9.] The total amount of Bills drawn upon your Honors by the Ships of 


this Season are as 

follows : 




P Royal Duke 

£stg. 

118614-4-6 

CRs. 

10,16679- *-9 

P Latham 

£stg- 

99377 - 8-3 

CRs. 

8,51812-11-9 

P Lord Anson 

£stg. 

13504-6-9 

CRs. 

i>* 57 i 3 - 3-9 


£stg. 

23 1 > 495 - 19-8 

CRs. 

19,84245- 1-3 


[10.] We have laden on board the Lord Anson, fourteen hundred, twenty 
five Maunds of Turmerick on half Freight as P. Saperate Bill of Lading 
enclosed & sundry other goods & Merchandize amountg. to CRs. 
860700 as P Invoice and bill of Lading enclosed. 

[ii.] Mr. Holwell having applied to us for an order to Gaptn. Chick to 
accommodate him with a Passage we comply’d with his request, and he 
proceeds on the Lord Anson. 

[12.] Six invalids and ten French prisoners we have sent on board the 
Lord Anson and have made them sign an acknowledgement pf the same 
Tenor with those who proceed on the Royall Duke and Latham and enclose 
the same in this Packett. 
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[13.] We must apologize to your Honors for the incorrectness of the 
sett of Consultations for last year, in the course of which there are some 
blanks unfille’d, the papers that should be entered having been mislaid, and 
somewhere the signing is uncompleat, Several Gentlemen of the Board 
having been sent to Subordinate Settlements before the Consultations were 
copied fair—.We will not attempt an excuse for these deficiencies, which it 
must be confessed might be avoided by a Constant Attention, but we will 
hope to merit your Indulgence by taking care that all parts of the business 
are kept up for the future. 


Fort William 
5th March 1761. 
[Triplicate] 


W'^e are 

May it please your Honors 
Your faithful humble Servants 

Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/ 
Culling Smith/Warren Hastings. 
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Investmeni I 0 be made at Midnapote instead of Balasote. 


To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’hle the 

United Company cf Merchants of England trading to the East indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

I. We received last night some letters from the Chief and Couneil at 
Chittagong dated the i6th Febry. which containing [jir] a more particular 
account of the Situation, Soil, and Produce of that province together with some 
observations upon the Advantages which may be expected to accrue from this 
acquisition to the commercial Interests of the Company. 

We have ordered a copy to be immediately made to be enclosed herewith 
for your Honors perusal that you may be enabled to give us such Directions as 
may occur to you on the subject. We transmit likewise the Chart of the Coast 
received from our Mascer Attendant Mr. Scott. 

a. Midnapoor Province being now free from troubles by the retreat of the 
Marhattas to Cuttack and a good force being kept there under the command of 
Captain Knox, We imagine the Investment formerly provided at Ballasore may 
for the future be carried on w'ith equal convenience and more security at Mid¬ 
napoor and have accordingly transmitted to Mr. Johnstone your list of 
•/ . 

♦Duplicate letter is dated 7 March 1761, a copyist’s error vuk Letter to Court dt. 12 
November 1761 para. 1. 
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investment received P. Lord Mansfield with Directions to use his endeavouis 
to comply with it.' The revenues he is appointed to collect will supply him 
amply with money for that purpose and the expense of Ballasore factory will 
be saved. 

We are 

May it please Your Honors 

Fort William Your faithful humble Servants 

gth March 1761 Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/Culling Smith 

[Enclosure^ 

Extract of a Letter from Madras datd. and November 1761 [«V]. 

Last night the Ostcrly Indiaman arrived from Fort Marlboro’ with a 
packett from Captn. Vincent for the Governor and Council, Advising that he 
having embarked thirty of the Military, belonging to Fort Marlboro’ on board 
the Osterly, he sailed for Manna, one of the Company’s settlements on the 
west coast in order to accommodate seme differences which had arose between 
the chiefs of that settlement, that on the 24th September being at anchor off 
that place, he observed a large ship dismasted which made a signal of distress, 
upon which he sent his third Mate with 11 of his people to their assistance 
but the boat not returning he imagined they had missed the ship, he therefore, 
weighed next morning and came under the ships stern when he could perceive 
that her decks were covered with men & 5 boats astern; he therefore kept 
aloof upon which the ship hoisted French Colours & discharged a broadside 
at the Osterly which happily did no execution. Captn. Vincent immediately 
put about for Fort Marlboro’, where he disembarked the Military & ac¬ 
companied them himself with an intent to defend the place to the utmost of his 
dower, he then loaded all the Company’s treasure on board, and dispatched 
the Osterly with the above intelligence to Madrass, 
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LETTER DATED 5 JUNE 1761 

Disturbances in Burdwan ended—death of Harry Smyth, Member of Board. 


1 O the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble the 
United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

I. The President & Council of Fort St. George advising us of their inten¬ 
tion to dispatch such Ships as they now have, from their Presidency* directly to 
Europe; we embrace the early opportunity of addressing you. 

26 
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2. The Lord Anson, the last Ship of the preceeding Season irom our 

Settlement to Europe, left the River the .... March, She carried your 
Honors our address dated the 2d of that Month, with an additional letter 
dated the.her invoice amounted to 'CRs. 860700. 

3. We have the Satisfaction to inform you the Country now eiyoys a state 
of perfect tranquility, which we hope will long remain without interruption, 
the Honble Company’s Investment goes on better than we expected. 

. 4. The Disturbances which were in Burdwan, are now happily ended, and 

the Rajah is brought to a proper Sense of his Duty. Mr. Sumner is with the 
Rajah at Burdwan regulating the Accounts of the Province, Mr. Johnstone conti¬ 
nues at Midnapore, collecting the Revenues, and adjusting the Accounts, and 
Mr. Verelst and the Gentlemen at Chittagong have established the Affairs of 
that Province in a manner much to our Satisfaction. 

5. We hope to dispatch to your Honors an early Ship from hence by the 
Month of August or beginning of September next, and have directed the Gen¬ 
tlemen at our several Subordinates, to forward their respective parts of the 
Investment, in time for that Dispatch. We have also wrote to the President 
& Council of Fort St. George to send us one of their ships for that purpose. 

6 . We are sorry to inform your Honors of the Demise of Mr. Harry Smyth, 
one of the Members of the Board, he died at Cossimbuzar the 3d Ult of a 
lingering Illness, his death reduces the number of the Board to twelve, includ¬ 
ing Colonel Coote, and Major Camac, where it will remain and we will appoint 
no new Members till next vacancy. 

7. yet we have no accounts of the arrival of any Ships from Europe. 

We are 

May it please your Honors 
Your faithful H’ble Servants 

Henry Van Sittart/P. Amyatt/W. Ellis 
Culling Smith 
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LETTER DATED 12 NOVEMBER 1761 

Shipping news—reasons for permitting Prussian trade—despatch of French priso¬ 
ners of war—imports from England—manufacture of gunpowder—mint administra¬ 
tion—timber from Chittagong—arrangements for investment—Shah Alam proclaimed 
emperor and sanads to be obtained from him for Company's privileges in Bengal — dis¬ 
missal of J^amnarayan and appointment of Rajballabh—Mir Qasim's disputes with 
Camac arA Coote — ins^ctions solicited on procedure to be followed in Board—accounts 
4 >f restituH<m ond other dues from Mir Qasim—relief to French families-—Dutch proposal 


Fort William 

5th June 1761 
^Per Falmouthi 
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regarding neutrality turned doum—revels from Burdwariy Chittagong and Midnapore-^ 
progress in forHJieation of Fort William—commission to Vansittart on revenue of 
2jjc~Parganas—changes in personnel of Fort William Board—army establishment —Mn/t- 
nuance of double batta— compensation to Coote*s regiment for difference in exchange 
rates—only two observations of transit of Venus made by Company*s servants—bills of 
exchange. 

To the Hon’blc the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the Uni¬ 
ted Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

I. By the Lord Anson, the last of the Ships dispatched from this Presi¬ 
dency We addressed your Honors two Letters dated the 5th and 9th March. 
The Master Attendant was on board the Ship at Ingellee with her Dispatches 
the 11 th of the said Month, but the Captain not being ready to receive them the 
Master Attendant therefore protested in due form & forwarded the said 
Protest with his Letter to your Secretary. It was the i8th of the Month before 
the said Ship was ready to receive her Dispatches when they were accordingly 
deliver’d & she proceeded in her Voyage with a fair Wind. 

a. We have since addressed your Honors under date the 5th Jvme 
Cons. forwarded in two Copies overland to Madras to be trans- 

5th June mitted by any Ships that might be dispatch’d from that 

Presidency. 

3. We have this Year rece’d your Commands of [nV] dated the 5th Novr. 
& 31st Deer. 1760, aist Janry. & 13th March 1761, also two Letters 
from Mr. Secretary James dated 30th May 1760 & a7th March 1761. 

4. In answer to all which & to give your Honors a regular account of 
the Affairs of this Presidency, We now address you under the usual Heads P 
Ship Hawke and. 


'Fii-st of Shipping 

5. Your Ship Hawke arrived at Fort St. George the 24th May & being 
dispatched from thence for this Presidency arrived in this River the 23d 

July. On the 19th August we were advised by Capt 
23 d July Ward of the arrival of the Plassey at Ingellee having 

igthAugt. fallen to Leeward of Madras she proceeded to 

Vizagapatam & from thence to Bengal in consequence of the Order she 
reced. from Mr. Thomas Heath the chief at that place. The Pitt arrived at 
Fort St. George the 23d July & was dispatched from thence to Canton the 
16th August, The Earl of Holdernesse imported at Madras the jfth Septr. 
The Warren the ist October and the Fox the 2d of the same Month but neither 
of those Ships are yet arrived here. 
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6. It was our Intention to have Dispatch’d the Hawke for Europe in the 
Month of September, but the Shallowness of the Channel of the River between 

Ingellee & Gulpee was such at the Time of her Arrival 
Cons. a3d July that the Pilots would not take charge to bring her 
up higher than Ingellee till about the aoth August, 
when the Freshes had clear’d away the obstructions, this occasion’d a very 
great Delay in the unloading of her however her Dispatches would have been 
ready by the ist Instant but observing in her Charter Party a Clause providing, 
that in case of her being dispatched for Europe from the Bay of Bengal such 
Dispatches should not be deliver’d before the 2 ist November nor after the 11 th 
March. We thought it necessary to write a Letter to Capt. Kent to know whe¬ 
ther he on the part of his Owners would consent to receive his Dispatches be¬ 
fore the Time limited, In answer to which Capt. Kent wrote to us that he 
could not possibly take upon himself to receive his Dispatches on behalf [of] the 
Owners before the Time mentioned in the Charter party but if we would give 
him his Dispatches on the part of the Company, & answer for the Conse¬ 
quences of his being dispatch’d before the Time limited 

lathOctr. he was ready to obey our orders. Fearing therefore 

that her meeting with bad Weather in any part of 
her Passage by which the Ship or Cargo might receive Damage that such Da¬ 
mage would fall on the Company if she was dispatched before the Time so 
limited, We resolved to defer it till the 21st Instant & we shall endeavour to 
have her Dispatches ready to be deliver’d at Ingellee on that day precisely. 

7. We have been the more particular upon this head in order that we may 
be favor’d with your Direction how to proceed in future in case of our having 
a loading ready for any of your Ships at the early Season as in the month of 
August or September or indeed at any Time between the iith March & 

2ist Novr. 

8. The Ship York Capt. Peter Lascelles imported from Surat the 24th 

Octr. at Ingellee with a Cargo of Six hundred Bales 
26 Octr. of Cotton, the President & Council at Bombay 

have desir’d she may be return’d thither with a full 
Loading of Salt Petre which we shall comply with as fast as possible. 

9. Taking into consideration the number of Ships to be return’d to Europe 

from this side of India, we judged upon a Calculate of our 
26 Augt. Investment that we should be able to gh'e a full Loading 

to five. The Ships on hand will be six viz. the Godol- 
phin^ Hawke, Plassey, Holdernesse, Warren & Fox. We accordingly gave early 
advices to the other Presidencies of what we should be able to do & requested 
to be informed with all Expedition what Assistance we might expect from 
them. 

10. The Godolphin we fear will be late the Freighters having reed, 
advice th^ she touched upon a Rock going up to Judda & again going into 
Bombay,'Where she arrived the 4th Septr. & altho the Ship did not 
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complaih nor any Dainag<; ^pp^r yet that Capt, Hutchinson thought it neces¬ 
sary to see her Bottom^ and for that Purpose intended to carry her into the Dock 
and further that Mr. Hardwick, the Agent for the Freighters had protested 
against Capt. Hutchinson for the delay that would be occasion’d thereby. 

11. We are to acquaint you with great Concern of a very melancholy Ac¬ 
cident which has happended to a large Ship called the Fatty Salem taken upon 
Freight for the Company at Bombay and dispatched from thence to Madras 

where having been some time employ’d, she was dispat- 
Cons. and Novr. ch’d from thence for this place the 26th August with a 

large Quantity of Guns, Shot & other warlike Stores, a 
Supply of Redwood & a Detachment of two Hundred & sixty eight Men of 
Col. Coote’s Regiment including Officers besides a Company of One hundred 
Frenchmen. We had no Account of her till the beginning of October when the 
President reed advice of a Man belonging to her being 

3 Oct. come to Bailasore with an Account of the loss of the Ship 

& all the People excepting Major Gordon & about 
Thirty five others Officers, Soldiers & Lascars who came ashore in the 
Long boat to the Southward of Jaggernaut. A month afterwards this News was 

confirm’d by Letters from Capt. Simmons the Comman- 

2 Novr, der of the Ship & some of the Officers of the Regt. 

who had reach’d Cuttack. Capt. Simmons is since arri¬ 
ved here and we shall require of him to give a more particular Account 
of the Circumstances of this Misfortune. 

12. We have rec’d advice of the Arrival at Fort Marlbro about the 

middle of July of your Ships, Osterley, Worcester 

[ 26 ] Octr. Sc Prince George that the former remain’d there 

for the Assistance of the Settlement & the two 
Latter had proceeded on their Voyage to China, 

13. We arc advised by the President & Council at Fort St. George under 

date the 5th Ulto. that they were about to dispatch the 
26 Octr. Earl Temple to the West Coast with a supply of Stores 

and such other Assistance as jthey could afford. 

14. The Admiral Watson is Freighted from Madras on a Voyage to Ma¬ 
as July nilha and the Falmouth and Prince Edward were dispat¬ 

ched from that Presidency for Europe the beginning of October. 

15. Upon the first Arrival of the Plassey We purposed to have sent her to 

Fort St. George with her Consignments for that Pre- 
7 Sept. sidency but before she could be unladen the Season was 

so far advanced that her going to the Coast would have 
been dangerous & her return here in time to be dispatch’d to Europe uncer¬ 
tain. We destin’d her then to make a Voyage to Chit- 
5 Octr. tagong to bring a Cargo of Timber & Plank which has 

been cut there on the Company’s Act but finding by the 
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Opinion of the Master Attendant as well as Gapt. Ward that we could not de* 

pend upon her returning hither in the Time proposed 
Cons. 19 Octr. & having then no News of the Arrival of the Fox & 
Warren at Fort St. George We thought it imprudent to 
risk the Plassey’s being late in her Dispatch to Europe & therefore detain'd 
her here to be loaden to Europe as soon as we have a sufficient Cargo ready. 

16. The Triton arrived at Madras from Tellicherry the 8th June and 

[» 3 ] July sail’d from thence for Canton the 2nd July. The Lord 

Mansfield and Sandwich have both been dispatch’d to Europe from the 
Malabar Coast. 

17. In our Consultation of the 20th April your Honors will find a Report 
from the Master Attendant concerning the Sloops we have for the River 
Service, many of them are very old & will soon be unfit for Service. We 
therefore hope we shall soon receive the Schooners We have desir’d to be 
built at Bombay, We have further directed two Schooners to be built at 
Chittagong for the same Purpose, In the mean Time we have purchased two 
Vessells wrhich have been offered this Season being first duly Survey’d by 
the Master Attendant. The Triumvirate Ketch now the Chittagong 
Sloop for Currt. Rupees Nine thousand & the Apollo Yatch for Current 
Rupees three thousand two Hundred & forty. 

18. Your Snow Syren was dispatch’d from Bombay to Madras & for¬ 
warded from thence hither & arrived in the River the beginning of 
September. The Gentlemen at Bombay having no Employment for her 
have propos’d she should be kept here for the River Service but being rigged 
as a Snow she will not be very handy as a Pilot Vessell, she will however be 
very useful in cruizing off the Point or going to Chittagong [or ?] Madras, to 
which last Place we dispatch’d her the 5th October with advice of the 
Misfortune to the Fatty Salem, & to desire in Consequence a fresh Supply 
of Redwood. 

19. The Fort William Schooner which We advised you last Season had 
been dispatch’d to Madras with a Supply of Money was Employ’d by the 
President & Council there to carry Stores for the Seige of Pondicherry 
she was on her return from that place to Madras at the Time of the Gale of 
Wind which happen’d there the ist January and has never since been 
heard of. 

20. In the Montii of March the Ship King of Prussia belonging to the 
Prussian Company arrived in the River from Europe & we received a Letter 
from the Supracargoes requesting Leave to bring her up to Calcutta the said 
Letter is enter’d after our Consultation of the 30th March & considering 
the good Understanding between the two Nations we thought it would be 
improper to*refuse our Compliance; For the reasons mention’d in the same 
Consultation we consented to their I^anding & disposing of their Cargo here 
of which a List is enter’d after our Constiltation of the 13th April, We are 
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inform’d that the Intendon of the Prussian Company in sending out this Ship 
was rather to collect in & finish the outstanding Concerns of their former 
Voyage than with a view ofbenefiting by their present Adventure & We are 
induced to think this is truly the Case by the small Amount of the Cargo she 
brought & by their having sold off all their Warehouses & which they 
had near Sirampore. It is indeed impossible that their Voyages can answer as 
they are obliged to pay not only your Import & Export Duties here but to 
pay also the Houghly Duties to the Country Government and as they have no 
establish’d Factory they must of course sell their Goods cheaper & buy 
dearer in order to finish their Voyage, upon the whole We are persuaded 
your Interest never can suffer in any material Degree by their Adventures but 
as far as the Markets can be affected by their Sales it will be the same whether 
they be made at Sirampere or Calcutta & in the latter Case you have 
the benefit of the Customs, at the same Time that we indulge the request 
made to us in behalf of a Crown in strict Amity with ours. The Ship remains 
as yet at this place but is to proceed next Month to Europe & we shall cause 
the Supracargoes to deliver in a List of their Exports before the Ship sails. 

21. Capt. Dent late Commander of his Majesty’s Ship Tyger & Mr. 

Fanshaive Lieut, of the same Ship which has been 
Cons. 8 Sqjtr. condemned at Bombay came round hither in 

order to procure a passage for Europe, at the same 
Time the Admiral advised the President that the 
Company had furnish’d a Passage at Bombay to as many of the OflGicers of 
the condemned Ships as could be accommodated from that Side & requested 
the same Provision might be made for Capt. Dent & Mr. Fanshaive 
here, We accordingly have directed Capt. Kent to accommodate them on 
board the Hawke in a suitable Manner & referr’d him to your Honors for such 
a consideration to be made him for his Table as you shall think reasonable. 

22. We shall observe the Directions contained in the 31st & 32d Par. of 
yotu- Commands of the 31st December 1760 relative to Charter party Pas- 
sengers-such discharged Soldiers or others as are capable of working their Pas¬ 
sage home arc permitted to enter themselves with the Commanders of the 
Ships and no orders are given*by us for their being received on board. It is 
only such Invalids as are desirous of returning to their native Country or 
Men deprived of their Senses & consequently detrimental to the Settlement 
or French Prisoners all of whom are a charge to the Company while they remain 
in India, it is such only that wc order to be rec’d on board as Charter party 
Passengers, & for whom we pay the Commanders ten pound each according 
to Charter party. 

23. We send in this Ship Eleven of this Sort as P List enclosed. 

24. We send also six French Officers who are Prisoners on their Parole 
& to whom we are obliged to pay a Subsistance as Officers while jlicy remain 
in India, for which reason as well as with a View of leaving as few French 
Gentlemen as possible in India at the Peace, We purpose to send the like 
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Number in every Ship & as they must be accmnmodated as Gentlemen we 
shall allow the Commanders Thirty Pound for each as we understand has been 
the practice at Fort St. George. Mr. Law the chief of the French Gentlemen 
Prisoners here is permitted to remain till one of the latter Ships as he is to 
carry his Family with him. * 


ad Trade of India 

35. Fcr the Sales of your Woollen Goods, Copper & Lead we beg leave 
to refer your Honors to the Account Sales by Outcry the 1st June & following 
Days which is enter’d after the Cons, of the asd June & goes as usual 
in the Packet & amounts to Current Rupees seven Hundred seventy seven 
Thousand & forty Six & eight annaes. The prices are lower than last Year 
& the Demands for Europe Goods in general is very slack, owing. We believe 
to the unsettled State of those inland Countries towards Delhi where the chief 
Consumption used to be which are now greatly impoverished besides which the 
failure for some Years past of the usual Supplies of Bullion frem Europe has 
made Money extremely scarce in all parts of India which will of course have the 
effect of lowering the Price of all Sales, for in proportion as Money is scarce it 
must rise in it’s value. 

26. We find that Perpets are entirely out of Demand & recommend to 
you to send none or as few as possible. 

27. It has been observ’d that the small Arms sent out last Season aitho 
they appear to be well finished yet when they came to be tried proved 
very defective particularly the Cocks were found to be made cf bad Metal or 
ill temper’d so that Numbers of them broke at the first Firing, this is so capital 
a defect & may be of so very bad Consequence that We recommend it to 
your Particular Attention. 

28. In our general address of last Season, We took the Liberty to represent 
to your Honors the great Inconvenience which your Servants both Civil & 
Military would suffer by want of the usual Supplies of Madeira, We are much 
concern’d to observe this Season also no Ship is destin’d to call at Madeira, 
this may appear an inconsiderable Object to those who are unacquainted with 
the difficulty of getting Supplies of this Sort in India or to those whose Fortunes 
will enable th< m to provide them at any price but to others who have only your 
Allowances to depend upon it is a Matter of great Concern, it may be said that 
aitho’ Madeira wint is wanting other Wines as Lisbon &c. may be had in lieu 
thereof but we find & it must always be the case that the foreign Ships which 
bring these Wines raise the Prices of th;m in proportion to the Necessity of the 
Purchasers & we are really asham’d to tell you the immoderate Rates which 
every one is obliged to pay at this Time for Wine of all Sorts & we need not 
remark to ^ou that some small Quantity is necessary to Health in this Country. 
We make tb/s representation in the name of the Inhabitants in general & your 
Servants vi particular & request you will consider it in that Light. 
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29. The Hawke & Plasscy being the only Ships yet arrived very few of 
the Imports of this season have been rec’d here & we have nothing to 
remark thereupon. 

30. We have been much in want of Stationery & request you will fully 
Comply with the Indents now sent as our business is greatly encreased. 

31. You will receive in the Packet a full and circumstantial Account of the 
Manner in which the Charcoal, Salt Petre & Sulphur arc prepar’d here for 
making of Powder. You will receive also by the Ship Hawke Samples of each 
Article & a barrell of the Powder made here, also of the several Woods burnt 
here for making of Charcoal but at this Time we cannot inform you of their 
Age & the same shall be sent by the next Conveyance for fear of any Accidents. 

32. The Plzissey meeting with bad Weather off the Cape, the Boxes of 

cuttings of Sallow, Willow & Alder which stood in the 
Cons. 9 Augt. Balcony were wash’d over board. The Box of 

Alder seeds We rec’d and deliver’d it particularly 
to the Care of Mr. Beaumont who gave to each of us & to several of the 
Inhabitants small Parcels which have been try’d in many different Soils 
vyith all possible Care but none of them have come up. We hope the Guttings 
by the other Ships will come safe, & shall endeavour by all means to 
cultivate them and in every Respect to make a suitable Return for the Atten¬ 
tion you have given to the Improvement of our Manufacture of Gun Powder. 

33. As our Expence of Gun Powder this Year has been but small & all 
your Presidencies are well Supplied and their Occasions lessen’d by the Cap¬ 
ture of Pondicherry We thought it a good Opportunity to put a stop to the 
Expence of the old temporary Powder Works erected at Perrin’s & to direct 
the new Mills to be began according to the model sent us last Year, accordingly 
all the necessary Timbers & other Materials are preparing & in the mean 
Time we have stop’d the making of any more Gun Powder. 


34. In our general Address of last Season dated i6th Janry Par. 32 to 
39. We inform’d you of the Measures we had taken to render your Mint 

of more general & extensive Use. We have accordingly 
7th Sept. throughout the whole Course of this Year coined Muxa- 

davad Siccaes instead of Calcutta & also restamped such Siccaes of former 
Years as would bear it & having reed from Madras the Stamps for 
Arcot Rupees. We coin enough of that Specie for the Military Charges by 
which a considerable Saving accrues to the Company as Sonaut Rupees were 
before paid to your Military instead of Arcots without any deduction of Batta. 


35. We also gave publick Notice for receiving proposals from any 
persons who would manage the Mint by Contract upon the Footing directed 

29 June Gonimands of the 3d March 1758 but no 

Proposals were made altho, more than two Month 

were allowed, & upon an Examination of the Mint Acc. from the is 
Jany, 1760 to the 30th April 1761, it appears that the Company are loser 
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in that Term of Current Rupees two Hundred Twenty seven tk dx Annaes 
by undertaking the Coinage at two P Cent so that it was not to be expected 
that any private Persons would accept the Contract but this Loss is plainly 
owing to the small Quantity of Bullion that was deliver’d into the Mint in 
that period of Time while the same Number of Servants or the greatest Part 
of them were obliged to be kept up as they could not have been procur’d 
again if once discharged. The one P Gent upon restamping will for the future 
be some additional Profit, & whenever Bullion is imported from Etirope 
as formerly there is no doubt but many will be willing to Contract for a less 
Charge than two P Cent. 

36. Several parcels of Gold having been offered of late to be coined in 
our Mint. We are endeavouring to engage proper Assistants for carrying on 

Cons. 1st Never. Gold Coinage & have directed the Mint Master 

to lay before us a Calculate of the Charge of coining 
Gold that we may regulate the Customs & Coinage upon the most reasonable 
footing in proportion to your Regulation of the Silver Coinage & the 
Custom of the other Presidencies. 

37. Inunediately on receipt of your Letter of the 13th March 1761 We 
appointed Mr. Beaumont to the Charge of that Office, & we hope in Conse¬ 
quence of our representation last Season you will send us out a capable 
Assay Master with all proper Utensils without which it is impossible that the 
fineness of Bullion more especially Gold can be ascertained to a sufficient 
Exactitude. 

38. At the representation of the Master Attendant we are to request 
you will send a larger Number of small Anchors for the Sloop Service they 
should be from Twelve to Six hundred Weight. 

39. The Consignments for Fort St. George by the Ship Plassey as well as 
the Stores for his Majesty’s Squadron, the Cloathing for the Detachment of 
the Royal Regiment of Artillery & the Box of Gold for Colonel Monsoon’s 
Regiment shall be carefully forwarded by the first safe Conveyances. 

40. Being informed by the Gentlemen at Fort St. George that your 
new established Settlement of Fort Malbro’ is in want of Artificers, Rice 
& other Stores. We are accordingly preparing a Supply with all possible 
Expedition & shall send them thither upon freight. 

41. We advis’d you last Season of the Receipt of part of the Timber 
which had been pro\ ided for the Company at the Negraise & the Engineer 
representing to us he is greatly in want of the Remainder of those Timbers. 

[ ] Tunc caused public Notice to be given of the Freight 

which we would allow to any Vessels that would bring 
them, & wrote also the Gentlemen at Madras recommending their order¬ 
ing one of those Ships which are destined to be sold in India, viz, the Norfolk 
& Chesterfirid, to call at that place in her way to Bengal to assist on this 
necessary Service. 
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4s. We find that abundance of Timbers are to be had at Chittagong 
of which Samples have been sent for our Examination and in our Consulta¬ 
tion of the fith April your Honors will observe the Engineer’s Report of 
them, In consequence of which we directed a Number to be cut of those 
Sorts which were found to be the best & they are now ready to be sent 
by any Conveyance that may oflTer, in the m^n Time the Gentlemen there 
are endeavouring to contrive means of Floating them hither by the Rivers 
which if it succeeds we imagine will turn out much cheaper than the Freight 
of Vessels. 


Thirdly of Investment 

43. We hope to send you this Season from three Thousand to three 
Thousand five Hundred Bales which indeed is more than we expected consi¬ 
dering our Advancements of Money were late & considering the excessive 
dearness both of Rice & Cotton. We beg leave to refer you as usual to 
our Books of Letters for the particulars of the Business of the Subordinates 
& to the Abstracts of our Aurung accounts for the Sums advanced to the 
several Gomastahs. 


44. The Account in general of those Advances will be nearly as follows 

To the Calcutta Aurungs twenty Laacks 
To Dacca Six Laacks & an half 
To Gossimbuzar seven Laacks & an half 
To Luckypore Two Laacks 

Patna has been very largely Supplied with Money out of the Nabob’s 
^ r A payments as well as by drafts upon us, but as they 
have had the Charges of the Army to defray, we know 
not certainly what they have employ’d for their Investment. The Chief 
& Council however advised us that they judged they should be able to 
forward to us about Eighty thousand Maunds of Petre. 

• 

45. From Midnapore we expect the greatest part of the Goods that 

were order’d to be provided at Ballasore, Mr. Johnstone 
having made the necessary Advance for that Purpose* 


46. From Chittagong we have reed, some Musters of Cloth very cheap 
^ ^ & well Manufactured which are forwarded to your 

Honors upon this Ship. The Elxport Warehouse Keeper’s 
remarks thereon are enter’d on the Consultation of the 21st September & 
we have directed the Chief & Council there whose diligence we have 
occasion to Commend in this & every other Branch of their Business, to 
provide as large a Quantity of those Cloths as they can without falling oif in 
the Quality. We, therefore, expect for this year a very small parcell the 
amount of the Annual Investment at Malda being usually five lacks ft. 
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upwEfds and the Committee of Aurungs having taken Notice that the Quality 
of the Goods provided there was falling off. We resolved therefore to, appoint 
one of your Senior Servants to reside at that place which seemed to us the 
more necessary on account of its great Distance from the Presidency & the 
too great Risk of so large a Sum of Money in the hands of a Gomastah. 
Mr. George Gray was appointed to this Station & has accordingly 
proceeded thither where he arrived the and Instant. 

47. We have mentioned under the first Head our hopes of giving a full 
Cargo to five Ships, to effect which we purpose to lade on each Three 
hundred Tons being Nine thousand Maunds of Petre, upon this Computation 
we judge the value of each Ship will be between Six and Seven Laacks which 
is a less Amount than usual. We however judge it will be most for the Com¬ 
pany’s Interest to have as many Ships return’d to Europe as possible, & 
your Risk being more divided during this Time of War we imagine you will 
not disapprove, it is indeed what seems rather to be conformable to your 
Intentions expressed in your Commands of the 31st December 1760. 

48. The Dutch not having attempted to make any Purchases of Salt 
Petre for themselves & having apply’d to us for a large Supply for their 
Ships which they represented would require Thirty Six Thousand Maunds 
We promised to spare them one fourth part of our whole Quantity at the 
usual rate of six Current Rupees P Maund & we have accordingly 
deliver’d to them Seven thousand Five hundred Maunds out of the Thirty 
thousand already received from Patna. We shall not however permit our 
Indulgence to the Dutch to interfere with our own Occasion in case we 
should by any Accident be disappointed of the quantity we shall want. 

49. The Gentlemen at Bombay have desired a Supply of One thousand 
Tons of Salt Petre, the quantity we intended them in our Computation was 
only Twenty thousand Maunds or six Hundred & Sixty six Tons but we 
shall endeavour to increase it as much as possible. 

50. The Gentlemen at Madras have not expressed what quantity they 
shall have Occasion for but in general desired a Supply by the return of the 
Fatty Salem as we imagine they will have no Goods for Europe but what will 
be put on board a Ship to be dispatch’d from hence to be fitted up there 
a small Supply will suffice for their Occasions, but in this we shall be guided 
by what furtiier Advices we may receive from that Presidency. 


51. In the mean time We are using our utmost Endeavors to encrease 
our Investment of Salt Petre The President having obtained from the Na- 


Cons. 14 Sept. 


bob of Gauzupoor (a District bordering upon Patna) 
an exclusive Priviledge for the Company to purchase 


Petre there as well as in another District called Auzeem-gur orders have been 


accordingly sent to the Chief & Gotmcil at Patna to send Gomastahs 
thither to^urchase as large a quantity of that Article as possible, & we are 
in hopes/Uso of procuring some from Puraea. 
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52. W6 fear the los3 of the Fatty Salem will occasion our quantity of 
Redwood to fall short the supply We have received this Season from Fort 
St. George barely provided for the Hawke. We have lately purchased a 
parcel but not sufficient for the Plassey, as we have wrote repeatedly to 
Madras for a Supply & dispatch’d the Syren Snow to assist in bringing 
as much as possible. We hope that all the Ships will be provided. 

53. We have directed the Chief & Council at Cossimburar to endeavour 
to comply fully with your Orders for Raw Silk as the prohibition of exporting 
that Article from China will We imagine make it answer the better. Such 
part as has been reed, to this Time appears to be well provided & We 
hope the Improvements made by Mr. Wilder will be kept up, notwithstanding 
the decease of that Gentleman as will be mentioned under the head of Ser¬ 
vants. 

54. We reed, from Luckypore a few Pieces of Putcaes, Cossaes & 
Baftaes Callipatce for Musters but upon inspection finding them very 

r iQ Alia directed no more should be purchased of them 

’ unless the Price could be reduced. The said Musters 
are now forwarded to your Honors by the Hawke for your Examination 
and further Directions. 

55. We advised you last Season of having supplied Patna Factory with 
all the Copper [we] had to enable them to refine the Salt Petre in better 
manner, & the Chief & Council give us hope that they will remedy the 
Complaint in some Measure altho’ the Number of Coppers is not nearly 
sufficient to answer the purpose. We request you will order one Hundred 
of the most proper Cop[pers] for this purpose to be sent us from Europe. 

Fourthly Transactions with the Country Government 

56. The first thing that occurs under this Head is the Proclamation of 
Shah Allum (formerly known by the Name of the Shahzada) as King of 
Delhi. He remained at Patna till the beginning of June & was extremely 
desirous of having a body of English Forces accompany him to his Capitol 
[jir], but as we were uncertain of Col. Coote’s Regiment coming down from 
the Coast & the Security of your Possessions in Bengal was first to be r^arded 
We found it impossible to spare a sufficient Detachment for undertaking so 
distant and so important a Service. The King therefore being pressed by 
his Relations at Delhi to proceed thither with all Expedition & Shuja Dowla 
the Nabob of Oude whom he has appointed his Vizier having advanced to the 
border of this Province to meet him, he determined not to wait longer for 
our Assistance. The Nabob supplied him with considerable Sums of Money 
diu-ing his Residence at Patna, & at the time of his Departure caused 
Siccaes to be struck in his Name thro’out these Provinces of which having 
advised the President it was agreed that the Siccaes in the Name of Shah 
Allum should also be struck in our Mint on the fifteenth of July which was 
accordingly done, the usual Notice being first given, Shah Allum is not 



364 


L E TT ER TO COURT 


however as yet generally acknowledged. The late Vizier Gawze odir Cawn 
has engaged some of the Chiefs of the Empire in his Party & has formed a 
considerable Army to oppose the King & Shuja Dowla in their way to 
Delhi. These last were by our freshest Advices about ten days march on this 
side of Agra which is in the hands of Gawze Odir Cawn, so that upon the 
whole, the Event of this Affair is very doubtful. 

57. We hope however that none of the contending Parties will return 
this way & that Bengal will continue to enjoy a state of Tranquility. By the 
Nabob’s Letter to the President which he laid before the Board the 12 th 
October We are advised of his having received from Shah Allum the Sunnuds 
for the three Provinces. 

58. We directed Major Carnac and Mr. Me Gwire & afterwards 
Col. Goote & Mr. Me. Gwire to apply as soon as Shah Allum should be 
acknowledged King for Sunnuds for the Company’s Possessions & Privi- 
ledges in Bengal viz. The Zemindary of the Purgunnahs, The Jagccr’s 
of the Provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore & Chittagong granted by the 
present Nabob & the Confirmation of the freedom of our Mint. We directed 
also application to be made at the same time for the Sunnuds for the Provinces 
of Arcot in the Name of the Nabob Aly Verdi Cawn otherwise called Mahmud 
Allum Cawn with whom we have been so long ally’d, these Requests were 
made by Major Carnac who was Detached by Col. Goote to escorte the 
King to the borders of the Province & the King wrote upon the papers of 
Requests that they should be granted whenever a proper Peshank or Tribute 
was remitted the Major transmitted to us Copies of the said Papers of Re¬ 
quests with the Kings Superscription & advised us at the same time 
that the King had offered to confer on the Company the Duannee of Bengal 
on condition of our being answerable for the Royal Revenues, but as We 
were sensible that our accepting of this Post would cause Jealousy & Ill- 
will between us & the Nabob We thought it more prudent to decline it 
all which you will observe more fully in our Consultation of the 4th July. 

59. In the 44, 45, 47 & 51st Paragraphs of your Commands of the 13th 

March 1761 you have favour’d us with your Opinion in general as to our 
Conduct with the Country Government; We are very happy in the Con¬ 
fidence you are pleased to express in our Management & shall endeavour 
to conform to those Views of Oeconomy & good Order you therein re¬ 
commend, our Sentiments with respect to protecting the Servants of the 
Country Government agree perfectly with yours. Those who have received 
such detections have proved in general false Friends to us of which the 
Transactions of Roydoolub & Nundcomar mentioned in our Advices of 
last Season may be esteemed a Proof, those two do however remain under 
our Protection, but we shall take care that the Number of them does not 
cncreasc. Pur select Conunittee’s Address of the agth Deer. 1759 which 
you ^btice of in the 51 Par. -of your Commands of the 13th h^rch last 

does no/^mention the particulars of the Engagements that subsisted with 
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Ramnaxain nor can We find them any where. We could therefore construe 
them no otherwise than as Justice & Equity & the Constitution of the 
Government of the Country would admit. We supposed tlwm accordingly 
to be of this Nature that be should have the Protection of the English as 
long as he should duly give an Account of his Administration to the Subah 
of Muxadavad & be answerable to him for the Revenues of the Bahar 
Province accordii^ to their real Produce or at least according to the Terms 
agreed with the late Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn which we are extreamly easy 
upon this footing. We were determined still to support him & sent Orders 
accordingly to Major Camac early in the Month of March which Orders 
we afterwards repeated several Times and endeavour’d to the utmost of our 
Power to bring him to an Adjustment of his Accounts with the Nabob but 
more than four Months having elapsed & none of his Accounts deliver’d 
in the Nabob grew extreamly uneasy & insisted on dismissing Ramnaraln 
and placing another in the Administration of the Affairs of the Bahar Pro¬ 
vince in his room which we thought it improper longer to oppose & We 
were accordingly acquainted on the tenth of August that Ragebullub^ was 
appointed to that Government. For the particulars of this Transaction we 
beg leave to refer you to the Proceedings of the Select Committee & to our 
Consultations of the 4th July, loth & 31st August. Ramnarain continues 
with the Nabob at Patna & we are inform’d has since he was turned out 
paid sdme part of the ballance due from him. 

60. It is with great Concern that we must request your Perusal of so large 
a Number of Pages in our Consultation book filled entirely with' Disputes 
Complaints, Remonstrances & Dissents Disputes which began at Patna 
between Major Carnac & the Nabob & continued afterwards between 
Col. Coote & the Nabob Complaints & Remonstrances made by the 
Nabob in Consequence, & Dissents of some of the Members of the Board 
from tlie Opinion of the Majority on those Subjects. In the Proceedings 
of the Select Committee of the 7th & 17th March, 17th, ao, 
31 and 28 April, 8 and 17 May, 18, aa & ag June and in our Consulta¬ 
tion of the 26th and 29 June, 4, 6, 13, 14, ao & 23rd July, 3, 5, 10 and 31 
August, 22 and 28 September and 26th October you will see the beginning 
the continuation & We hope the end of these Dissentions which have been 
by [nc] so much the more disagreable as in some Instances the great Object 
of the Company’s Interest & the Tranquility of the Country seems to be lost 
in unbecoming personal Invectives. By the examination which has been 
made since into the Nabob’s Complaints laid before the Board the 26 
June his Suspicions of a design to engage the King to give the Sunnuds of 
these Provinces to another are not found to have any sufficient Foundation 
and We imagine his fears on this Head to have proceeded from his Un¬ 
easiness at our Protection of Ramnarrain & from the Jealousy which many 
ill-disposed People made it their Business to excite in him by giving him secret 
Intelligence that We had a Design to procure the Duannee for the Com¬ 
pany. 
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61. As we have all the highest Respect for the Character of Col. Coote 
& a due Sense of how much the Company owe to his services it has been 
a matter of particular Concern to us that any Thing should have happen’d 
in the course of these Disputes to give him Uneasiness. We shall avoid 
repeating here any thing that might tend to inflame the Minds afresh but 
having pointed out to you the several Consultations when the whole will 
fully appear We beg leave to refer you to them & submit them to your 
Approbation or Censure as you shall see Occasion. 

62. Some points having occur’d during the course of these Debates 
which are necessary to be settled for our future Guidance We request 
your Directions upon them. First with respect to Dissents some Members 
of the Board are of Opinion that Dissents to any Letters or Orders dispatched 
from the Board should be marked opposite to the Names of such Members 
as dissent in the signing of the said Letters or Orders. Others think that 
no Dissents should be expressed in the signing of the Letters or Orders but 
that all the Members should sign to the Orders determined on by the 
Majority & such who are of a contrary Opinion minute their Dissent in 
the Consultation book with their Reasons. What has been said on both 
Sides will appear more fully in the Consultations of the 29 June and 3 August. 
Secondly We request you will signify your pleasure with respect to the Cor¬ 
respondence with the Country Powers whether it should be carried on as 
usual thro’ the Channel of the President or in what other manner. Your 
former Orders on this Head & particularly in the 96 Paragraph of your 
Commands of the ist April 1760 say expressly that all Applications to or 
Disputes with the Country Powers are to pass thro* the Authority of the 
President alone however some of the Members of the Board are of Opinion 
that it would be more for the Company’s Interest to put this into a different 
Channel what has been urged on this Subject you will find in our Consulta¬ 
tion of the 3 August, & Thirdly The President requests you will take 
notice that during this whole Season there has never been at the Board 
more than five Members & frequently only four consequently in disputed 
Cases the Majority has consisted sometimes of three to two & sometimes 
has been determined by the casting Vote of the President only. Major 
Carnac in his Letter of the 29 July enter’d after the Consultation of the 3 
August & Col. Coote in his Letter of the 15 September enter’d the 22 of the 
same Month take occasion to dwell upon this Circumstance as if such Orders 
are not to have the force of the Orders of the Board this Circumstance 
was occasioned by those Members who dissented from the Opinion of the 
Majority refusing to sign those Letters as the marking Dissent against their 
Names had been brought in Debate. The President in the Minutes of Con¬ 
sultation of the 22 September immediately after Col. Coote’s Letter has 
given his Sentiments on this Subject & We request to be favour’d with your 
Opinion & Directions. 

63. /nie same Committee of the Board who adjusted the Nabob’s Ac¬ 
counts in a Sett cf Books closed the 9 January 1761 which were transmitted 
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ta you by die Ships of last Season have lately continued the same up to the 
1st of October in another Sett of Books which are transmitted to you by this 
Conveyance together with their Report which will shew you very clearly 
what Ballance is due from the Nabob to the Company and from the Company 
to the several Accounts of Restitution after debting [«V] them for their Propor* 
tion of the Head of Batta & Profit & Loss with a Computation for Charges 
attending the Collecting in the Restitution money you will observe that the 
Nabob’s ballance by the Close of those Books appears to be Sicca Rupees 
eight Laak Eighty eight Thousand one Hundred Eighty seven, fifteen 
Annaes & four Pice after debting him for the Amount of the Kistbundee 
mentioned in the 68 Paragraph of our general Address of the i6th January 
1761 as well as for the five Laaks promised as a Present to the Company, 
the arrears mentioned in the 81 & 82 Paragraphs of the said Letter & 
all other advances made at different Times to the Troops of the old Nabob 
at Patna & also for all the Sums advanced here for the support of the old 
Nabob Jaffeir Ally Cawn. 

64. Towards the ducharge of the said Ballance of Sa. Rs.8,88,i87«i5*4 
We are advised by Mr. Hay of the Receipt into your Treasury at Patna of 
six Laaks of Rupees of different Sorts. We have desired the Nabob to com* 
pleat his Payments at Patna to seven Laaks of Siccaes & to send an order 
for the payment here of the renaming one Laak Eighty eight Thousand 
one Hundred Eighty seven, fifteen Annaes & four Pice, in order to clcne the 
Accoimt in exact Conformity with the Account Current annexed to the 
Report of the Comixiittee. This we doubt not will be immediately complied 
with & indeed the Ballance now due is so inconsiderable that we may 
venture to congratidate you on the Compleat Payment of all the sums stipu-- 
lated Account of Restitution for the Losses at the Capture of Calcutta. 

65. The Ballances due from the Company to the several Funds after 
debting them for their Proportions as before mentioned & reserving the 
Commission as advised last Season are as follows. 

To the European sufierers C. Rs. 58,335*13*3 

Natives 4,86,137-7-6 

Armenians & Portuguese .65469*0-7 

Out of the first will be discharged the Amount of any such Account 
as have been already pass’d but Money not demanded & of which Sort 
we understand there are many. There is also a Demand of a Gentleman at 
Chinsurah named Mr. Van Staaden for the Amount of the Loss he Sustained 
in Calcutta the Certainty of which together with some particular Circum¬ 
stances which rendered the Claim worthy of Notice engaged the former 
President & Cotmcil as well as us to recommend it to the Commissioners 
to be passed but without Success. This Gentleman’s case We think maybe 
considered as far as the Amount of the Surplus Money will admit. To the 
Armenians & Natives we shall pay the full Ballance of their Accounts.^ 
The former having to this Time received their whole Principal df the Por¬ 
tuguese & Natives 6 Annaes each. 

27 
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66. The Nabob having desired that the Jtiivdis delivered into our Fac¬ 
tory at Cossimbuzar in part Security ibr his Debt to the Company might 
be brought down to Calcutta & disposed of for the most they would fetch 
they were accordingly sold at public Outcry tiie Nabob credited for the 
neat Produce. 

67. By two Vessels which have sai[led]> recently for Pegu the President 
wrote to the King,and {sent a], trifting Present in order to obtain leave for the 
number] to be brougut anvay from the Negrais, it would be [much] more 

agreable to us if an Opportunity offered to>a'>[8sert] our 

Cons.f...] Septr. Rjgjjjg different manner and conformably to the 48 
Par. of your Letter of the 13 March 1761 demand Satisfaction for the Massacre 
of Mr. Southby and the People who were with him but it is in vain to 
make such Demand without being well prepared to enforce them. 

68. There being a great Number of French Families, chiefly Women 
& Children dispersed at Chandernagore, Chinsurah & Sirampore who 
having spent what little they had left after the Capture of their Settlement 
were reduced to the utmost Distress, We could not help giving some Atten¬ 
tion to the Representation which was made to us in Consultation the 11 May 
where you will find a List of them entered & We hope you will approve 
of our Resolution to divide amongst them for their Subsistance the Sum of 
One Thousand Arcot Rupees P Month. 

6g. Of these Advances as well as the Subsistences to French Officers 
upon Parole a separate Account is kept & the French Company debted 
for the amount, of all which a regular Statement shall be transmitted to your 
Honors by every Ship that you may make a Claim thereof in Europe. 

70. We have this year had no Dispute with the Dutch Government in 
Bengal but upon a vague Report brought here from out of their Settlements 
upon the Coast of a probability of a War between England and Holland they 
sent a Deputation from their Council with a Letter proposing our entering 
into a Neutrality in the Ganges; We wrote them in Answer that they were 
too hasty in giving Credit to a Report so ill forwarded but in case of such an 
-Event our Conduct must be guided by the Orders of our Superiors. 

71. Being informed of some unwarrantable Pn ceedings of the Dutch 

upon the West coast of Sumatra since the Capture of 

^ your Settlements there and imagining a Representation 

from hence when their Possessions are so much in our 
Power may have weight with the General & Council at Batavia We have 
wrote a remonstrance to them which Wc shall send thro’ the hands of the 
Gentlemen at Bencoolen & hope it may be of use in preventing any In¬ 
terruption being given by the Dutch in the reestablishment of your Settle- 
menti» Tfcey have indeed been suffer’d too long to tyrannize in that part of 
India. Sumatra ?] 
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72. This being now a very extensive Branch of our Business, We shall 
treat of it un4er ? by itself. 

73. Burdwan claims the first place among the Articles of your Revenues. 
We advised you in our general Address of last Season dated i6 January 1761 
that We had settled the Payments from the Rajah for the last Bengal Year 
ending the I oth April 1761 at Sicca Rupees ten Laak Thirty five Thousand 
two Hundred Eighty four, four Annaes ten pice (Sa. Rs. 1035284-4-10) 
being in conformity to the Computation made by the Roy royan by the 
Nabob’s Order the Septem. preceding at the same time We assured your 
Honors that measures should be taken to render this Possession more 
advantageous for the present Year. With this view Mr. Sumner was 
appointed in the Month of March to proceed to Burdwan & soon 
after the Rajah by his principal Vakeel proposed to increase the Maul- 

guzary (or Government’s share of the Revenues) which 
Cons. 16 Mar. now belongs to the Company, to Twenty five Laak, 

30 Mar. Twenty one Thousand, six Hundred, Sixty one Rupees- 

2 .^pril eif’ht Annaes for the present Bengal Year and for the next 

to noake it Twenty eight Laak, Fifty six Thousand, one 
Hundred nineteen, seven Annaes & six Pice. This We thought so con¬ 
siderable an Augmentation that we had Determined to accept of those Terms 
& Mr. Sumner was accordingly recalled but upon his Arrival & informing 

the Board that by some lights he had procured into the 
[loj April Revenues he imagined that upon a Scrut¬ 

iny more advantagious Terms could be made for the Company, he was 
directed to return to Burdwan & impowered to make a full Examination 
into the real Produce of the'Country—this Commission he fulfilled with great 
Diligence & much to our Satisfaction & on the 15th June laid before the 
Board his proceedings at large in twelve Papers of which No. 7 is the Com¬ 
putation of the whole Produce of the Burdwan Province being Forty one 
Laak Fifty eight Thousand seven Hundred & seven Rupees, fourteen 
Annaes & two Pice (Rs. 4158707-14-2). No. lo is a State of the Malguaary 
being what the Rajah is obliged to pay every Year, except in cases of 
Devastation by public Enemies amtg. to Thirty Laak of Sicca Rupees 
(Sa Rs. 3000000) & for which Mr. Sumner took the RajzA’s Acknowledge¬ 
ment but it being customary in this Country for the Nabob to demand a 
further Sum from the different Rajahs over & above the Malguzary in any 
rases of extraordinary Expence as raising new Forces, building Fortifications 
.&c it appeared to Mr. Sumner that We might reasonably make some 
Demand of this Kind for the present Year because the Rajah by the Troubles 
in which he engaged at the Time of our taking Possession really put us to an 
extraordinary Expence & because the Assistance he now has of English 
Troops will enable him to discharge a great part of his own, ^cordingly 
after some Objection he signed another Acknowledgement for two Laaks& 
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a half to be paid on that Account. A ballance of more than five Laaks of last 
Year’s Revenues remained unpaid at the close of the Year & which the 
Rajah & his Officers declared to be outstanding in the Cotmtiy on Account 
of the Troubles of these Mr. Sumner collected a part and for what remained 
due at the Time We made the Agreement with the Rajah for the new Year 
the took another Obligation the Amount four Laak eleven Thousand eigh^ 
Hundred Fifty seven, thirteen Annaes & four Pice (Rs.411857-13-4) 
The whole State of the Moneys to be received from Burdwan for the present 
Year is therefore as follows : 

For the Malguzary ..... 

For expence of the Troops .... 

For last Years ballance which however is to be col- 
. lected from the Ballances outstanding in the Coun¬ 
try or else to be made good by the Rajah or his 
principal Officers so as not to interfere wh. this 
Years produce. 

3661857-13-4 

after this plain detail of the Advantage which the CX>mpany will receive 
from Mr. Sumner’s diligence in the Execution of this Trust it is needless to add 
any Thing in his favor Upon his return to Calcutta the Collection of the Money 
according to the Kistbundee or Monthly proportion settled was left in charge 
to Mr. Graham who went with Mr. Sumner as Assistant, & we have the 
pleasme to acquaint you that to this time the payments of the Thirty two Laaks 
& an half have been made very regularly, the collecting in the old ballance 
meets with some Difficulty, but we shall insist on all deficiences being made 
good by the Rajah & his Officers & We promise ourselves that upon the 
whole there will be a smaller Ballance outstanding at the end of this Year than 
is usually admitted in this Coimtry notwithstanding the disadvantages the 
Burdwan Coimtry has labored under this Year by reason of the Troubles which 
were not quelled till March & by reason of the Large Arrears due to the 
Rajsdis own Troops amounting to Rs. 450000 as P No. g in Consultation of 
the 15 June disadvantages which it will not be subject to another Year. 

74. We have likewise great reason to commend the diligence which Mr. 
Verelst & his Council at Chittagong have exerted in their Enquiries their 
Letter of the 5th June contains a very full Account of the Revenues of that 
Province deduced from its first Establishment with all its increases since. By 
the same Letter your Honors will observe the good Prospect there is of further 
Improvements & as We approve of the several Methods proposed by those 
Gentlemen & have an entire Confidence in their Management. We have given 
them full Authority to carry them into Execution in such manner as they think 
bat, thq,Revenues of the present Year according to the said Computation will 
be ioj/ix Laaks forty three Hiousand nine Hundred & eighteen Rupees & 
fifteen Annaes (Rs. 443918-15-0). 
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75. Mr. Johnstone has shewn the same Assiduity in his department for 
Midnapore & We must do him the Justice to remark that he has had, of all, 
the most di£5cult Task, that Province being made up of the Districts of a great 
Number of separate Zemindars, every one endeavouring to conceal the true 
Value of his Possessions; however Mr. Johnstone got into his hands some of 
the former Years Accounts & having from them procured an insight into 
the several Articles of the Revenue of each Zemindary the Amount paid to 
the Nabob with such Increases as at present seem reasonable appears to be 
Sicca Rupees six Laaks Sixty five Thousand eight Hundred Fifty four, nine 
Annaes & lour Pice (Sa. Rs. 665854-9-4) but here also We may hope for 
annual Improvements. 

76. All the Letters & Accounts before mentioned relative to the pro¬ 
duce of Burdwan, Chittagong & Midnapore are entered in a Book kept for 
that Purpose by the Committee of new Lands, to which we beg leave to refer 
your Honors for your full Information. 

77. The said Committee sit regularly every Week & the books of their 
Proceedings are sent in the Packet. We are perswaded they will give you 
satisfaction & answer all the good Purposes intended by their Appoint 
ment. The several Members have taken the Management in Lots of the Cal¬ 
cutta Pergunnahs which were before under the care of the Collector, this will 
enable every one of them to judge what Improvements may be made at the 
Time of the expiration of the present Leases in May 1762 when it is our In¬ 
tention to lett them in smaller Lots as recommended in the 57 Paragraph of 
your Letter of the 13th March 1761 & which We are entirely of your Opinion 
will be a means of encreasing the Rents. 

78. Agreeable to what We mentioned in our Letter of the 5 March 
last we made public Advertisement offering the Purgunnah of Corry Jury to 
sale upon such Terms as We esteemed best calculated for encouraging some 
Adventurer or Society to undertake to clear, the Terms are enter’d after our 
Consultation of the 23 March & Time was given till the 1st October for 
proposals to be deliver’d in, but none were received. We recommended 
therefore to the fimther Consideration of the Committee of new Lands who 
will try sdl possible means of encouraging & setting on foot an Attempt to 
clear this uncultivated Tract. 

79. We have not seen Occasion to make any Alteration in the Regulation 
of the Customs as settled by your former President & Council & advertised 
in the 64th Paragraph of their Letter of the 29 December 1759 excepting 
only in the Article of Rice of which having suffered a severe Scarcity this 
Season, We took oflf tlK Duty upon the Import & encreased that upon Export 
to ten P Cent, if this be a loss in the Article of Customs it is abundantly made 
up by savings on other Articles which depend entirely on the price of Grain. 

80. Agreeable to your Directions the Management of the*old Farms 
dependant on Calcutta is kept under charge of the Collector, & Mr. Amyatt 
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(the ilificond in Council) Havfeg cliiurge 6 £ 'that Office We lippcanted Ixim 
nevefthtelcb one of the Coraraitti^ of*hcw Lands notwithstanding the restraint 
contained in the 58 l*aragi^h Of your Cotrimands of the ist Aprfl 1761. We 
do not See the Necessity of that restraint the Collector as one of the Cbmittittee 
l^ing in no rwpect different from the other Members. 

81. We have appointed Mr, Hugh Cameron Surveyor of the new Laiuis 
& he is gone to make an accurate Survey of the Calcutta Pergunnahs in¬ 
cluding Corry Jury. He had his Instructions from the Committee & you will 
find it copied in their Proceedings. 

Sixthly of Fortifications and Buildings 

82. In our Consultation of the 7 Sept, you will see our Engineer’s Letter 
containing an Acct. of the Work done at the Fort last fair Season with his 
Opinion what should next be proceeded upon as for ourselves We must say 
that We have used all possible means to procure the number of Artificers & 
Coolies required; so in Justice to Mr, Amphlett we must mention that We thinh 
he has made the best use of them & exerted a great Share of assiduity in his 
Employment. We think also the progress made last Year towards rendering the 
Fort Defensible was very considerable the Lodgements within of which many 
are compleated being the most essential Object. The body of the place is 
now compleat the Gateways being finished & joined with the Ramparts. 
By the Engineer’s Letter of last year you will observe that We had contracted 
the plan with respect to the Outworks & forbid their being carried into exe¬ 
cution it gives us pleasure to find this agrees with your Sentiments expressed 
in the 55th Paragraph of your Letter of the 13th March last. 

83. The method of obliging the Farmers of the Purgimnahs to supply 
Coolies for the new Wotks was foiind to be attended with great Difficulties we 
were frequently disappointed of the number required which was the occasion 
Of the Engineer’s Complaints at the same tinie the violent Methods the Farmers 
were Obliged to use with the Tenants caused much Complaint & must if conti- 
nued 'have been greatly detrimental to the Produce of the Lands. We therefor® 
ga^e an Encouragement of two Anhaes for each Cooly to any Person'who W(Wiki 
provide them & in this manner the Works are now futAiidied. 

84. in the Enguieer’s Letter enter’d afler the Gonsultationoftfie 13 April 

^ . .. he represented the Advahtiiges of extending the Espl^adc 

Cons. 20 April the Southward as the' Nulla or Cfe^k T^iear But* 

nian^s m which opinion Colonel Cewte (who Was pf esfent) ikglfefShg Wedeter- 
mintd that it should be made conformable to the ^Englncfer’s Advice. The 
nat Consultation the Collector laid before the'bOa^d ab Accdhlit of t&e ei- 
pence & loss vlrhich the clearing ttie Esplanade to that distant Wo’itfd 
occ£Mioir'giving it as his opinion it oi^ht not to extended so far the mattw 
was therefore again debated* & the^ Majority of the board were of Opinion 
that the Advantages would be more than adequate to the Expriice & £&crdbre 



the former Ri(»olution stood confinned. The suutual 'Loss of Revenue 
mention’d in the Collector’s Account will not in realily be any Loss as the 
same Inhabitants removed to another Spot will pay the same Rents. 

.85. The Engineer acquaints us he is much afraid he shall not be able to 
send your Honors this Season the .plan 1 of Fort William directed m the 146th 
(Paragraph of your Commands of the 13 March 1761 by reason of the want 
of drawing Assistants, if you have a plan of the intended works you may fbrm 
-a pretty just Idea of its present State by the informations We have given you 
how far they are carrycd on, excepting this new Fort & the old Fort in the 
middle of the Town. We have no other Fortification in Bengal unless the old 
Factory at Cossimbuzar may be called, so; of which only the outside Walls are 
standing, the Factory House being demolished in the Troubles. 

86. It will be very necessary for you to send out some capable Assistants 
for the Engineer, young Centlemen who have be«ri instructed in the princL 
pies of Fortification and other Branches of Architecture as well as in drawing 
We recommend that they come out upon the footing of Cadets to receive 
Commissions in the Engineering Branch as is usual in the King’s Service. 
Their Attention will not'then be taken off with other Views which must be 
the case of those who are to rise in your civil List. 

87 . To enable Mr. Amphlett to carry a Command over such Assistants as 
well as over any 0 £ 5 cer who mi^t be appointed occasionally with working 
:Parties of the Military. We have-given him a Commission to rank as Captain 
from the Time he took charge of the Works. 

88. We have had no news of Captain Brohier since his abscemding from 
this Settlement nor.of his Assistant Mr. John Lowis Mr. Brohier’s bill.upon 
Mr. Call was returned to us protested the Gentlemen at Bombay 
having the Sum of Bombay Rupees eleven Thousand two Hundred 
Seventy five & Forty four Raise ( 11275 - 0 * 44 ) placed in your Cash by Mr. 
tBrohier’s Attornies they procured an , Attachment thereof, Mary .De.Lore a 
vWoroan who lived with Mr. Brohier demanded from us repayment of the 
'.said Bum attached at Bombay, upon which Mr. Brohier ihad given her a 
Mortgage, upon our .refusiag Payment she has commenced a Suit in the 
^Mayor’s .Court, which is yet depends^. 

89. '.Lewis Da Costa mentioned in the 90 Paragraph of our Letter of the 

16 January last, .was seized at Madras & sent down to us. We 
Cons. loApal recovered a part of the‘Money embezzled by him & 

have a prospect of receiving the whole—some further Payments have been also 
made by the Banians who were concerned in this Fraud, all which you will 
icc.in our Treasury Book under the.hcad of.Overcharges.at the new Works. 

90. In the 43 Parj^raph of your Commairds oftite 13 March you take 
‘Hoticc that no Credit has been ^ven you for the Materials b^the .'Houses 
llemdliidieti"at Chandemagorc JWe find upon enquiry they were given to the 
ifdtabitarhts whose distressed circumstances mccited -dtat Compiu^on. 
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Seventhly of Cov. and.Mily. Servts & their Acets. 

91. The President begs leave to return his thanks for the favorable 
Mention you are pleased to make of him in many parts of your Letter of the 
13 March 1761. He will do his utmost to merit a Continuance of your good 
Opinion & begs you will accept his Acknowledgements for the addition 
you have made to his Appointments by the Allowance of two & a half 
P Cent on the Nett Produce of your new acquired Territories which however 
he will deem to mean only the Calcutta Pergunnahs until your further Plea- 
'sure is known. 

92. Immediately on the receipt of your Commands of the 21 January 

1761 We signified your Dismission to Messrs. Sumner 
Co».ioAu8u« Mc.Gwire & Playdell. 

93. Mr. Harry Smyth died at Cossimbuzar the 3 May of a lingering 
Illness Mr. Hillary Van Neck Torriano departed this Life the 14 June Mr. 
Oliver Crcmwell Webb the 16 September & Mr. Gideon Ferrand the 16 
October, all of Fevers. 

94. The death of Mr. Smyth reduced the number of the Board to ten 
(exclusive of the Colonel & Major) according to your last year’s Appoint¬ 
ment and therefore was not filled up. 

95. Your Appointment of the Council in your Commands of the 21 
January 1761 being only nine, the dismission of Messrs. Sumner, Me. Gwire 
& Playdell caused two Vacancies which were immediately filled by calling 

Messrs. John Cartier & Warren Hastings the two next in stan- 
10 August Board, being Gentlemen in every Respect qualified 

for the Charge, Mr. Ellis was appointed to the Chiefship of Patna in the 
room of Mr. Me. Gwire & Mr. Cartier in the room of Mr. Playdell to the 
Chiefship of Dacca. 

96. Other Appointments We deferred till the Receipt of your general 
Letter under the established Heads imagining you might add to your 
former establishment of the Coimcil but finding on receipt thereof P. Plasiey 
that you confirmed the Appointment of only nine We took into Considera- 
t ion the great Increase of the Business of this Presidency & particularly 
of the Council by the many Committees which they are obliged to attend 
& found it absolutely necessary either to call in some of the Members 
of the Board from the ChieBhip of the Subordinates of which there are no 
less than five or else to add two Members to the number appointed., that 
We might have at the Presidency five besides the Governor. 

9^. We determined upon the latter Method and accordingly Messrs 
John Johnstone & William Hay were iq>pointed to Council 
a<i ^Mpjst ^ Johnstone ordered to come to Calcutta as soon as 
Is Aufust] / • delivered over the charge of the Midnapore Province to 

Mr. Burdett ft Mr. Hay as soon as he had delivered over the charge of Patii 
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Factory to Mr. Ellis, the following Appointments weie also made at the same 
time, Mr. George Williamson Secretary 

Mr. Senior to be second at Dacca 
Mr. Lushington to be second at Patna 
Mr. Charlton to be third at Dacca 
Mr. French fourth at Dacca. 

98. The Allowance to the chief at Chittagong We have settled till 

Cons. your pleasure is known at six Thousand Rupees P Annum 

a6 October the same as is allowed to the Chief at Patna. 

99. Mr. Culling Smith finding his Attendance to his several duties as 

a Member of the Board to take up all his Time, desired Leave 
1 June to resign the post of Secretary to the Select Committee to 

which Mr. Oliver Cromwell Webb was appointed & after his Decease Mr 
James Philip Lyon. 

too. For the other Appointments We beg leave to refer you to the usual 

List of Covenanted Servants which will be transmitted in the 
31 August Packet. 

t 

101. We communicated to Mr. Butler your Displeasure at the Exchange 
which was made between him & Mr. More & have transmitted to the 
President & Council of Fort St. George (where we understand Mr. More 
is at present) Copy of your Paragraph signifying your Dismission of that 
Gentleman from your service, as you are pleased to consent to Mr. Butler’s 
remaining upon this Establishment we have continued his Appointment 
& in Justice & Compassion to Mr. More We cannot help mentioning 
to your Honors that from what we can learn of the Affair which has laid 
him under your Displeasure there arc many Circumstances that might be 
urged in excuse for him, particularly that he himself was an entire Stranger 
to this & every other part of India & that he was perswaded not without 
•difficulty by the Advice of others to tngagt in the imprudent Step which 
has brought upon him & his. Family so great a Misfortune. He is a Gentle¬ 
man of a general good Character & if this Apology should induce you to 
admit him again into your Service We are perswaded he will be very careful 
to give you no cause of Complaint in future. 

102. Mr. Tyre Saul Hancock having requested leave to resign his post of 

Surgeon on account his Health as particularly mentioned in his 
Mar. Letter enter’d after the Consultation of the 23 March, We 
consented thereto & appointed Mr. William Plenderleath one of our Head 
Surgeons in bis room. 

103. The Vacancies in our Military since our last general Advices 
are as follows, Dec^tsed—Captains Henry Oswald, Thomas Rpbertson & 
John 3 radbridge, Captain Lieutenant Nwcoss Dunstall, Lieutenants George 
Alston % John Vangreen, Ensigns James Scale, William Mynatt 4 t 
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Henry Mitchell, Lieutenant fire workers Thomas Davis & Benjamm 
Adamson, Resigned Captain Martin White & Cornet Cfiiristopher Theo* 
dore Chaigneau, Dismissed by the Sentence of a Court Martial Lieute¬ 
nant Antony Castiel being found guilty of extorting Money in a most 
infamous Manner from some of the Inhabitants of the Country. 

104. Captain White having accused .one of the Officcra umder his 
Command of misbehaviour before the Enemy & many other Crimes for 
which the said Officer being brought to his Tryal, was honorably acquitted. 
The Corps of Officers therefore refused to rank with Captain White and 
he was obliged to quit the Service. 

105. In the Consultation of the 14th September you will observe a State¬ 
ment of the Forces on this Establishment, Military, Artillery, Cavalry & 
Seapoys to compleat which & to fill up the several Vacancies that have 
happened this Year, the Following Promotions have been made. 


Capt. Lieutenant John Bradbrooke 
Lieutenants William Turner 

George Wilson 
Ambrose Perry 
Henry Sumners 
Hugh Grant J 

Lieutenant John Nollikins 


Ensigns 


Messieurs 


Anthony-Polier 
Richard Parry 
John Mauve 
James Forster 
William Glen 
Ardhd. Swinton 
Walter Furlong 
Sami. Hampton 
Morris Roche 

Lewis David Belarde 
Samuel Feake 
John Armstrong 
Arthur AJimuty 
Robert Roberts 
'Hugh Me. Kie 
John Gceentree 
Abraham Wilkinson 
Duncan Me. Leod 
Peter Cockey 
Jcfhn Lewis Izeling 
'Mathew Fidlaysoh 
Phillip Loyd 


to be Captains in 
the Military 


to be Captain 
Lieutenant 


to be Lieutenants 


to be Ensigns 
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Ca!pt. Lie aslant Raiph Wtewood 


I St Lieutenant John Green 

and Lieutenant John Baylong 

and Lieutenants Charles Torreneau 
William Filewood 

» 

Lieutt. Fire Worker Adrian Decker 
Conrade Wilmers 
Paul Nedrick 
Geo. Fr. Koehler 


to fbc Oaptain df the and 
Company of Artillery. 

} to be Captain 
Lieutenants 

'I to be I St Lieu* 
^ tenants 

J 

I to be and Lieutc- 
1 nants 


Messieurs 


Phillip Hamilton Parr> 'l to be Lieutenant Fir® 
John Bo win f Workers 


Mr. Isaac Humphries to be Cornet of the Troop 
Mr. Benjamin Spooner Qjiarter Master. 


106. The death of Captain Bradbridge was a very particular Loss to 
our Artillery & We must recommend to yoiir Hondrs to send us out 
some capable Officers for that Corps to succeed to the Command of the Com¬ 
panies next after the present Capt. Lieutenants & if any fit Person should 
offer to be Commandant of the Corps We think it would be for the Company’s 
Interest to engage him in your Service as Captain Kinch who at present 
Commands the first Company is not qualified for a post of so much Trust. 


107. In our Consultation of the 8th Jime your Honors will observe 
a Letter from Captain Henry Spelman representing some Grievances 
with respect to his Rank, his case in few Words is this, He came out an Ensign 
for Bengal by the Ships for the year 1755 & being detained at Fort St. 
George received from the Governor there a Brevet as Ensign on the Bengal 
Establishment, accordingly He was promoted in his Turn to be a Lieutenant 
On this Establishment on the 9th Octr. 1756, but being detailed still at 
Madras he was liOt iiicluded’in the Promotions-inade at Bengal in January 
1757 when it would have come to his turn to be a Captain—during the Siege 
of Madras Mr. Pigot gave him a Brevet as Captain the 10th January 1759 
& soon after coming down to Bengal, a Captain’s Commission was ^Iven h m 
but without restoring him to his former Rank either that which he would 
have been entitled to in Bengal in January *1757 or that which he attually 
enjoyed at Madras, the said Commission being dated so late as the 19th 
May'1759. We t^ree to give him his Rank from the date of his BreVet fium 
Mr. Pigot but for the rest We referr’d him to your ilOnors Determination. 


Judging the Ebrdes on the' Coast to *be sufficiOAt ftir“dic'6c^^^*iees 
Cohs'iyAug. to be 'fiaffOrmMJthere] 'We deteruttihAd lhAt= 4 t \<^d 
be tmnebbssaty to sbnd back the remains* bf 'ffic'^reo 
^tidmpknies* that ctUUe virlth Cilottcl 'CaiUaUd the latter'end of the year 't 759 » 
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the rather t-^V] as the Number of otir Troops here is but small in proportion 
to the Possessions We have to take care of, We therefore took it into Considera¬ 
tion Col. Coote & Major Carnac being present, whether the Officers 
& Men of the Madras Detachment should be added to our Establishment 
or only the Men incorporated with our Company’s & the Officers returned 
to their own Corps, it was found that the first method would give great 
cause of Complaint to several of the Officers here who would be Superceded 
by many who have not served so long, The second Method seemed to be 
attended with no other Inconvenience but that of reducing in some Measure 
the present Advantages of the Captains of the Madras Establishment by 
dividing their off-Reckonings into so many more Shares untill the Captains 
should be reduced again by the Vacancies that might happen. The first 
being an Objection of a general & public Nature the second, merely 
personal & private We determined to incorporate the Men & ordered the 
Officers back to the Coast, this also appeared to be most conformable to 
your Directions of the 1st April 1760 & there is the more Justice in it when 
it is considered that the Recruits for many Years past have been detained 
upon the Coast, your Troops here have had none but Deserters from the 
Dutch & French by which means We are sorry to say that above three 
fourths of the Company’s battalion are Foreigners. 

109. This leads us to request your Honors to take into Consideration 
some Method of furnishing Recruits for this Presidency, for as it is uncertain 
what disposition may be made of his Majesty’s Forces after the War is over; 
We may be left with too small a Force for the care of the Valuable & ex¬ 
tensive Possessions dependant upon this Presidency. 

1 to. Colonel Coote arrived here from Fort St. George the latter end 
of March but brought none of his Regiment with him, three Companies 
were sent afterwards on the Hawke, five were unfortunately embark’d on 
the Fatty Salem, the remaining two with the recovered Men of the Companies 
already sent We hope to receive by your expected Ship. 

III. On the Plassey came one Company of Colonel Monson’s Regiment, 
these We shall send to Madras by the first good Opportunity'. 

iia. The Reduction of your Military Expences & particularly of 
your field Allowances has been an Object of our frequent Consideration. 
We had particularly in view the striking off the double Batta allowed to 
the Officers in the field & to put them on the same Footing with those ^on 
the Coast, whilst this Affair was under Debate in Consultation of the 93 
September the Officers delivered in a Representation which is enter’d after 
that Consultation setting forth the difficulties they would suffer should such 
a Reduction take place, In order to form a true Judgement of the Reasona* 
hlenns of thdr Arguments We directod the two ddest Captains to lay before us 
At our iKxtfMeeting an Account particulars [iir] of the extraordinary Expence 
which an Officer of that Rank must absolutely incur in the Field, such an 
.estimate was accordingly laid before us and enter’d the 95 of the same 
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Month & being Examined by the Colonel & Major, & the other 
Members of the Board, we were unanimously of Opinion that there was no 
superfluous Charge in the said estimate & that no part ofit could be reduced 
without exposing the Officers in the Field to great Hardships, We were 
therefore forced notwithstanding our earnest Desire to make a saving in the 
article of Batta, to let it continue on it*s former Footing. 

113. In the same Consultation of the 23 September is enter'd a general 
List of all your Military Allowances both in Garrison & in the Field, 
the Boats & Draft & carriage Bullocks & the Victualling of the Troops 
n Camp which are very heavy Articles, are provided by Contract & We 
are endeavoring to get them done on the cheapest Terms by putting them 
up to Sale by public Outcry after sufficient Notice being given. 

114. To the said List of Allowances is annexed a Statement of the differ> 
cnce of Pay which We make good according to your Orders to the Officers 
& Men of Colonel Coote’s Raiment, this is somewhat encreased by the 
difference of Exchange, We reckon the Arcot Rupee to our Military at two 
Shillings & six pence according to your Exchange of two Shillings & 
four pence for the current Rupee, the Arcot Rupee valued at eight P 
Cent better is worth 2*6~^ Coll. Coote representing that he could 
not count the Kings pay to the Regiment any otherwise at your stated 
Exchange, We consent at his Request that the Company should make good 
the diflerence of in every Rupee, untill we receive your Directions, 
a Captain by this means receives for his Gratuity Rs. 30>As.ii-P»6 instead of 
thirty Rupees & so in proportion to the other Officers & Men of the Regiment. 

115. Having no Quarters for the Kings Troops We have erected thatched 
Barracks for them at Chandemagore, which was esteemed a much 
healthier Situation than Calcutta & the Officers reside in such of the 
Houses of the French Inhabitants as were left standing, it saves the Company 
so much Expence of House Rent. 

116. The Bills for Hospjtal Charges of his Majesty’s Troops being pre¬ 
sented for Payment We wrote to Colonel Coote that as We undostood 
it had bem customary for the Government to provide for all such necessary 
Expences We requested he would dischaige those Bills if he was empowered 
so to do otherwise he would certifie the Accounts that the same might be 
transmitted to you to enable you to take the most proper Measures for 
being reimbursed by the proper Offices in England, Col. Coote acquainted 
us in answer that as he was not provided with any contingent Money by the 
Government it was out of his Power to pay those Charges but that he would 
very readily certifie the Accounts which shall accordingly be transmitted 
to you by the first Ship dispatched in January & in like Manner r^ularly 
every Year. 

117. The President & Council of Fort St. George having forwarded to us 
a Copy of that Paragraph of your Orden to them of the 13 March 1761 which 
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directs Col. Goote’s field Expences to be paid out of your Gash Wc accordingly 
communicated the same to the Colonel who informed us ip his, Letter 9 f the 
30 October entered after the Consultation of the 3 Instant, ths^ the 
Amount of his Charges during the fifteen Months which He commended 
the Army on the Coast was Arcot Rupees Sixty Thousand although this 
being brought into e Stun together may appear large, yet for the ReamUi 
mentioned in his said Letter We are of opinion his Table could not have 
been kept for less, We therefore directed the same to be immediately Dis¬ 
charged. 

118. The following Gentlemen belonging to the Fort Marlborough 
Establishment are at present here, Messrs. Robert Hay & Christopher 
Watson of Council, Messrs. Scott and St^hanson Factors & Mr. John 
Ashburner Writer also Lieutenant Pilmor & Surgeons Brindley and Blan- 
kerne. 

119. All these excepting Mr. Brindley are Prisoners on their parole, 
some intend for Europe & some to wait here for your Orders, the two 
Surgeons We shall send to Fort Marlbro’ by the first Opportunity as We 
are informed the Gentlemen who are newly landed there & the Garrison 
in general are very sickly. We give the Fort Marlbro’ Gentlemen whilst 
they stay here, the same Allowances with those of equal Rank on this Estab¬ 
lishment which was absolutely necessary for their Subsistance. 

120. We are extremely in want of Assistants for the business of all our 
Offices, our whole List consisting of only Sixty six for the Service of the 
Presidency & all the Subordinates, the Engineer & his Assistants are 
of this Number & we are frequently obliged to employ some as Interpreters, 
Commissaries & Pay masters in the Field, upon the whole We think that the 
business of this Presidency & the Subordinates will require at least one 
Hundred Covenanted Servants & We therefore request you will please 
to send out as soon as possible a sufficient Addition of Writers to make up 
that Number. 

121. There are three Gentlemen Messrs. John Worthington Turner 
Isaac Sage & Simeon Dioz as monthly Writers in Accomptant & Secre¬ 
tary’s Offices & behaved with so much Diligence as to merit our Notice, We 
therefore take the Liberty to recommend them to be admitted upon your 
List of Covenanted Servants. 

123 . We have directed the Military Pay Master to receive from Lieute¬ 
nant Paul Nedrick the twenty Pounds you advanced to his Wife & made 
him acquainted with your Directions in the loi Paragraph of your Com¬ 
mands of the 13 March 1761. 

123. Mrs. Sarah Maplctoft returns her thanks for the Indulgence grant¬ 
ed her in the 82 Paragraph of your said Letter, & as the care of her large 
Fa»wly in England obliges her to m^e a Voyage thither with a design 
■of returning with your Permisaion to India & bringing some of her Children 
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ivith her, We have consented to continue the Allowance to her during 
her Absence, which Wc flatter ourselves- your Honors will approve in Gon-r 
sideration of the great Expence of her Voyage and Return. 

124. To prevent in future any Mistakes' in advising of the Mis drawn 
We purpose to make it a practice to< mention them regularly in the postscript 
after the method used at Madras. 

125. A List ofthe Covenanted Servants with their Salary & Allowances, 
also a List’ of the* Military Oflicers with the dhtes of their Commissions are 
sent in the i^deet, but the List of Inhabitants, free- Mts’chants & Sea- 
fining people- is not yet collected neither the* list of Ships imported & ex¬ 
ported, which the Master Attendant is directed to deliver in, but it meets 
with some Difficulty on account of the Vessels importing at 8 t exporting 
from so many different parts of the River, these lists shall be forwarded by 
the other Ships, & regularly kept up in future. 

126. Major Joseph Smith represented to the board that in the year 
1759 his Attornies paid money into the Treasury here for two Setts of bills 
on the Company, but by the death or removal of his Attornies it has happened 
that of the four bills, only two have come to his Hands, of which two he sent 
one of each set by the Ship Ajax, which Ship by Mr. Secretary James’s 
Xettcr ofthe 27 March we are advised was taken by the French & carried 
into Brest. He therefore requested We would either grant him fifth [set o^] 
bills or such Certificates as might serve him, should the remaining bill be lost 
particulars of the said bills are as follows. 

The 9 August 1759 a Sett of bills drawn by the Governor & Council 
at Fort William on the Court of Directors for two Thousand one Hundred 
Eightyseven Pounds Sterling, payable to Captain Joseph Smith or order at 
three Hundred sixty five days Sight, value received here of Mr. William 
Fullerton in Current Rupees nineteen Thousand four Hundred and Forty. 

The 9 November 1759 a Sett of bills drawn by the Governor & Council 
at Fort William on the Court of Directors for two Thousand one Hundred 
Eightyfimr Pounds, fifteen Shillings & ten pence Sterling payable to 
Csqitain Joseph Smith or order at three Hundred sixty five days Sight, value 
received here of Mr. William Rider in Current Rupees nineteen Thousand 
two Hundred Forty two, two Annaes & nine Pice. 

In consequence of the above Representation We referred to our Treasury 
book for that Year & found those Sums to have been paid in as Specified, 
We therefore are to request that notwithstanding any Accident may befall 
the remaining Bills you will cause the amount of them to be discharged. 

127. By all the information We have been able to get of Captain Gaupp’s 
demand^ mentioned in the 103 Paragraph of your Letter ofthe 13 March 
last. We find that he was for the most part of the Time betweer# September 
* 757 ^ July 1758, if not altogether, in Calcutta, when the Troops went 
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toPfctaain October 1757 the Garrison was withdrawn from Sydabad & 
when they returned in May 1758 Coll. Forde was left in Command there so 
that it does not appear thatCapt, Gauppis entitled to any batta. 

ia8. By a private Letter from Cossimbuzar we were advised of the death 
of Mr. Richard Wilder, of a Fever in September last. 

Eighthly of Accounts 

lag. The general Books of this Presidency which We hoped to transmit 
by the first Ship of this Season are not yet ready nor indeed so forward as 
We could wish. The Books ending in June 1756, April 1757 & April 
1758 are ballanced but are not copied fair, which the Sub Accomptant 
represents is owing to the want of Assistants, the Journals are continued to 
April 1760 & while the others arc in hand to be ballanced will be brought 
up to April 1761, so that the whole will be finish'd as fast as can be copied 
Mr. Magee agreeable to our last Year’s advices will ballance the four Setts 
up to April 1759 & the rest will be done by our Sub Accomptant agree¬ 
able to the former Practice. 

130. The books of Restitution sent home last Season &: this wille^qilain 
most of the Obscurities mentioned in your Auditor’s remarks, the Method 
he recommends for keq>ing the Military Paymaster’s Accounts We have 
directed to be observed in future. 

Ninthly of Charter 

131. At the last Sessions two Men were Convicted of Felony, but 
after the Indictment had passed thro' both Juries it was found that the 
value of the Goods was omitted to be inserted, this |being amended & 
sent in again to the Petty Jury they were of Opinion (he Prisoners were 
entitled by our Laws to the Benefit of such Omission by which means they 
escaped the Punishment they deserved, We beg to be informed for our 
future Guidance what is the custom in such Gases. 

Supplement 

132. In consequence of your directions communicated to tu by Mr. 
Secretary James in his Letter of the 30 May 1760 We delivered Copies of 
the Instructions relative to the transit of Venus to such Gentlemen here as 
were inclined to make the Observation. We transmitted Copies also to all 
our Subordinates, The only reports We have received are, one from Mr. 
Plaisted taken at Chittagong & one firom Mr. Magee taken here, of these 
Copies are transmitted in Packet, but for want of proper Instruments We 
fear that they are not of a sufficient Exactitude to be of any material use. 

133. Findiz^ Mr. Plaisted’s Services very usefull at Chittagong, in 
Surveying the Greeks, Rivers, Islands &c on that Coast We venture to 
detain Urn still notwithstanding your Appointment of him to Bombay 
fudging ms present Employ to be of great Importance. 
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134. The accoimt We have receive from Captain Simmons of the Tin* 
^DrUmate loss of the Fatty Salem is entered in our \ Consultation of this day 
& We cannot help giving it as our Opinion that he quitted his Ship too 
soon. 

* 35 « By our Mint Master’s report of the Charges of gold Coinage We 
find it will come under half P Cent We have therefore regulated that Charge 
as follows untill your pleasure is known or untill We see reason for altering it 

For Coinage half P Cent 

For Customs half P Cent 

Which last half to be divided in the same proportion as you have direct¬ 
ed your Customs on Silver, Viz. two fifths to the Company, two fifths to 
the President & one fifth to the Mint Master. 

136. The Reverend Mr. Henry Butler departed this Life this morn¬ 
ing of a lingering -Illness & as Mr. Staveley one of the Chaplains of Fort 
St. George is at present here & it is agreeable to him to stay We purpose in 
consideration of his universal good Character to appoint him to fill this 
Vacancy untill we receive your further Directions, & as this Appointment 
will be satisfactory to the Settlement in general we request you will confirm 
the Exchange. 

137. The Master Attendant representing to us the Necessity of your 
sending out Seafaring Men to be brought up to the River Service that We 
may have a succession of good & capable Pilots We recommend to your 
Honors to engage such as you think proper for this Station & to bind 
them under Covenants to serve the Company for as long a time as possible 
agreeable to your practice on the Bombay Establishment. 

138. It is not in our power to form at present an Indent of naval Stores 
to be sent out for the use of this Presidency, as only two of the Ships, Viz 
Hawke & Plassey are arrived, & most of the latter’s Stores destined fo' 
Madras, & no abstract of the expected Ships’ Invoices being yet come to handv 

139. We continue the practice of granting Bills on your Honors in ex¬ 
change for our bonds which by that means preserve their value & Cur¬ 
rency & We receive great Assistance from thence when our Treasury 
is low. The other Presidencies far from lending us any assistance of Money 
as We might have hoped from the 65, 66 & 67 Paragraphs of your Letter 
of the 31 December 1760 have made considerable Drafts upon us. Fort 
St. George to the amount of about seven Laaks & Bombay about two 
Laaks. These having been for the most part discharged by Bonds which 
will now be exchanged for Bills, will make our Drafts upon you more consi¬ 
derable than We e3q}ected. 

140. We have laden sundry Goods on the Hawke amoimting as Per 
Invoice & bill of Lading enclosed in the Packet to Current Rupees she Laak 
Twenty seven Thousand eight Hundred (CtiRs, 6,27,800), 

28 



We have laden also sundry stcnes on her for the nse of the Island of St. Helena & have forwarded die Invoice 4 
Bill^4«ading for the same to the D^uty Governor & Council there amounting to Current Rupees nine Hundred Twwity 
twa k nine Ann^ (Gt. Rs. 923*9>o). 
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LETTER. DATED 14 DECEMBER 1761 

Skipping details—bills of exchange. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’bie United 
Gonspany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors, 

[i.] We address’d >ou fully in our Letter of the 12 Ultimo under the 
established Heads by your Ship Hawke which was dispatched from Ingellee 
by the Master Attendant the 22 of the same Month & left her Pilot the 
next day. * 

[2.] Observing an exception made at the foot of the bill of Lading by 
Capt. Kent, We directed the Export Warehouse Keeper to deliver in a report 
of the same, which he has accordingly done this day & is entered after the 
Consultation to which We beg leave to refer your Honors for particulars. 

[3.] The Holdernesse imported here the 7th the Warren the 9th and the 
Fox the 12th Instant. 

[4.] The York We have this day dispatched for Bombay with a full 
Lading of Salt Petre, being thirteen Thousand six Hundred & Fifty Maunds 
& shall by the first safe Opportunity send them six Thousand three Hundred 
& Fifty Maunds more to compleat the quantity of Twenty thousand Maunds 
which we fear we shall not be able to exceed. 

[5.] In conformity to your Orders in the 17th Paragraph of your Com¬ 
mands of the 13 th March 1761 We have made Enquiries concerning the Mer¬ 
maid’s Prize, & learning that the Papers belonging to the Vessell were thrown 
over board, when she was attacked. We called the Master of her before the 
Board & took his Deposition upon Oath of the whole Transaction, In this 
packet We now send one of the said Depositions & hope it will prove sufficient 
to condemn her. 

[6.] In our address by the Hawke We informed you We shov Id be able 
to give a lading to five Ships & that We had wrote to the CJentlemen at 
Madras & Bombay to know what assistance they could contribute, We have 
since heard from the Gentlemen at Madras that they expect only to have three 
hundred Bales in the Month of February, for these we shall leave room in 
one of the five Ships from hence unless the Gentlemen there should resclve to 
dispatch home either the Admiral Watson or Royal George, & for the dis¬ 
posal of the Sixth Ship which cannot be provided with a Cargo to Europe, 
ihe Gentlemen at Fort St. George have recommended that she be dispatched to 
the Maurnies with a Cargo of Provisions to be sold to the Squadron which is 
Supposed to be destined for the attack of the French Islands, & in case o 
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the Succesi of that Enterorizc to carry back to tlTe West Coast the Chinese 
Artificers &c which Count D’Estaing transporte<i from thence & if she can 
be provided with a sufficient Quantity of Pepper at Fort Marlbro* to pro¬ 
ceed from thence to China if not to go from thence to Fort St. George where 
the President & Council will lade on her such Redwood & Money as can 
be spared & dispatch her to China, As We agree with the Gentlemen 4t 
Madras that this will be an usefull Employment for the remaining Ship 
We shall accordingly destine one for this Service unless any new Circumstance 
should occur to prevent it, & We shall direct her to cal 1 first at Fort Marlbro*, 
to land there what Provisions may be wanted for the Settlement as well as 
some Artificers, Lascars &c which We have engaged for the use of that 
Settlement. • 

[7.] We have Stationed the Fox for this Service & shall dispatch her 
by the 15th of next Month, & the rest of the Ships as follows. The Holder- 
nesse and Godolphin to Europe direct with a full lading the first the middle 
of January, the other the latter end of February or beginning of March & 
the Warren to Madras to be filled up unless the Gentlemen there should ad¬ 
vise us of an Intention of dispatching the Admiral Watson or Royal George. 

[8.] We have begun to make some advances of Money to our Subordi¬ 
nates for the encouragement of a good Investment for next Season & beg 
leave to assure your Honors that We shall do our utmost to employ to the 
Company’s best advantage the Means which are in our Hands. 

[9.] In this packett you will receive a Letter addressed to your Honors 
by our Engineer which We beg leave to recommend to your Consideration. 

[10.] Agreeable to what We wrote you in our Letter P Hawke We re¬ 
quired of the Prussian Supra Cargoes a List of the Goods laden on the Ship 
King cf Prussia which is entered after the Consultation of this day. 

[i I.] We are sorry to observe your Honors have sent us no Stationary by 
either of the Ships lately imported as it puts us to great Inconvenience. We 
must therefore recommend to you to divide the Quantity of that Article 
which you intend for this Presidency equally on the several Ships that Wc 
may be sure of an early Supply. 

[la.] Application having been made to us for payment cf two Bonds in 
the name of Dorothy Bellamy amounting to Current Rupees four Thousand 
three Hundred Fifty one, fourteen Annas & three Pice & for which 
Certificates had been granted by your President Mr Drake & his Council. 
We referred to the list of the Company’s debt at Interest which is entered after 
the Consultation of the 14th January'1760 & observed the above Bonds to 
stand in the Column among thoiw which remain unpaid, but as your Honors 
have positively forbid our discharging any without your Partialar Orders, 
We shall lejt this remain unpaid titl We receive your Directic^s, but must 
beg leave to recommend it to be d^barged as ^e believe it to be really due. 
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LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1761 

Shipping tUknts, 

To the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 

United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 

Indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

[i.] We take the Opportunity by the Prussian Ship to acquaint you of 
the Arrival, Departure & Destination of the Company’s Ships. 

[2.] The Havrke imported here in July & left her Pilot with a full Cargo 
for Europe the 23 November. The Plasscy arrived m the River the 17 August 
having fallen to Leeward of Madras, She is also laden with a full Cargo for 
Europe, & her dispatches were sent down to Ingel lee three days ago. The 
Holdernesse imported the 7 Deer, the Warren the 9 & the Fox the 12 . The 
Godolphin returned from the Gulph of Moco to Bombay the beginning 
of September & We are advised she was to sail from thence for this place 
the I St November, The Holdernesse We hope to be able to dispatch with 
a full Cargo to Europe the latter end of next Month, The Warren about the 
same Time to call at Madras to be filled up with about Three hundred Bales 
which the Gentlemen there inform us they shall have ready & the Godol- 
I^in directly for Europe, the end of February or beginning of March. The 
Fox is destined to go to the West Coast with the Supplies wanted for the Set¬ 
tlements there from thence to proceed to the French Islands (supposing them 
to be taken) to bring back the Chinese Artificers which Count D’ Estaing 
carried off with any other usefull People tor the West Coast Settlements, from 
thence to be di^atched for Canton with a Cargo of Pepper. 

[ 3 .J The York imported the 26 Octr. from Bombay with a Cargo of 
Cotton & was returned the 14 Instant with a full Lading of Salt Petre. 

[4.] The Falmoudi & Prince Edward were dispatched from Madras 
for Europe the 6 October. The Admiral Watson> is gone on freight to Manilha 
&, the Earl Temple We are advised was to go from Madras to the West 
Coast. 

[ 5 .] The Prince George, Worcester & Osterley arrived at Fort Marlbro’ 
in the Month of July 8c resettled the Place, die two former proceeded from 
thence on tfaetr Voys^e tb Canton 8c the Ostoley remained as a Gumdship 
to the new Setthanent but We are informed by private Advices fbom Madras 
of the 2 d. November that she imported diere the day before with cfi Account 
of a large Froxch Ship of War being on' the W«ft Coast What Resohitkms 
the Omtleinen at Madrar may have mken oh dtis adviice We are yet 
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unacquainted, but hope the Earl Temple & Osterley or some of bis 
Majesty’s Ships may be gone in quest of the Enemy, 

Fort William, We arc May it please your Honors 

a4th December 1761. Your Honors most faithfull & most Obedient 

Humble Servants 

Original transmitted 
per Foreign Convoy 

Duplicate per Ditto. Henry Van Sittart/ Peter Amyatt / 

Triplicate per Earl of Holdernesse Warren Hastings / John Johnstone. 


24 

LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1762 

Shipping news—difficulty regarding weights and measures—farming of Kharijuri 
pargana— position of account books—bills of exchange. 

To the Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

1. We address’d you by the Plassey under date the 14 Deer. 1761 which 
Ship was dispatched from Ingellee the 28 of the same Month but on account 
of light Winds, did not quit her Pilot till the 2d Instant. 

2. Since the Departure of the Plassey, We took the Opportunity of the 
Prussian Ship to write you a short Letter to acquaint you of the Arrival, De¬ 
parture and Destination of the several Ships, Copy of it We have transmitted 
by a Dutch Ship which Sailed some few Days since, & in this Packett We 
now send you Triplicate thereof as likewise Triplicate of our Address P Hawke 
& duplicate of that P Plassey. 

3. Tlie Foi will be dispatched the 25th for Madras to proceed from thence 
to Bencoolen & Mauritius We have been prevented from sending her away 
sooner by the difficulty of getting a sufficient Quantity of Rice to lade on her, 
the Warren We hope to dispatch by the 10 of February to call at Madras as 
before advised; The Godolphin is not yet arrived. 

4. Captain Ward when he sign’d his Bills of Lading at Ingelee objected 
iu like manner with Capt. Kent of the Hawke against the Saltpetre as being 
wet & fiuther against the Redwood as being hollow & full of Dirt. By 
the Ex|w< Warehouse Keeper’s Report in Consultation of the Bth inst. w© 
do not find that Capt. Ward made any Objection either to the Saltpetre 
or the Redwood’ when it was weigh’d off nor that ffiere was the least roopi 
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for it as to the former Article—As to the Redwood it is very probable when it 
came to be cut up by the Captain for the Convenience of Stowage some hollow 
places would be found filled with Dirt. 


5. The several Commanders who have arrived this Season having com' 

Ib^TAf^conwquentiy Copper, Lead &c being received here 

One Maund arid a by the Country Weights, as Maunds, Seers & Chuttacks, 
hundredweight Forty ”iust request that you will either regulate this Affair 
Seer make one Maund with the Owners or send us a supply of English Weights 
Sixteen Chutracks one gf Warehouses & Storehouse. 


6, The Contracts for Victualling the Troops in the field, & providing 
Carriage & Draft Bullocks &c have been sold as minuted in the Consulta¬ 
tions of the 23 Novr. & 24 Deer, last— the Contracts are drawing out agree, 
able to the Advertisement, which when finished shall be copied into a book 
& transmitted by the latter Ship for your obsuvation. The Boat Con¬ 
tract was put up likewise but no Person would undertake it, We have therefore 
order’d the Commissary|[^General to take that Office under his Charge & to 
provide boats for the Company’s use in the cheapest & best Manner possible. 

7. In our Letter P Hawke We infoimed you of the death of the Reverend 
Mr Henry Butler—We are now to infoim you of the demise of the Revd. Mr. 
John Cape our other Chaplain, & as the Duty of this Place is too much for 
Mr. Staveley to perform without Assistance, We have wrote to the Gentle¬ 
men at Fort St.George to request them to send Mr More down to assist in the 
duties of the Chaplaincy till your pleasure is known, which we hope you will 
not disapprove of. 


See Committee of 
new Lands Proceed¬ 
ings of the 14 & 28 
October, 11 November 
& 9 December 1761 
& 13 January 1762 


8. On the 23 November 1761 the Committee of Lands laid before us: 

a Sett of Proposals which had been delivered to them by 
Mr, Gregory & other Gentlemen for undertaking the 
Cultivation of the Purgunnah of Cory Jury, & on the 
same day^We received likewise another Sett of Proposals 
from Mr. 'Johnstone & other Gentlemen, We deter¬ 
mined therefore to give further Time till the first of 
January for receiving such other Proposals as might offer & then to grant 
the Lease to the best Bidder. The only further Proposals made vyere a fresh 
Sett by Mr. Gregory and the Gentlemen concerned with him, which being 
more advantageous to the Company than his former or than those delivered 
in by Mr. Johnstone have accordingly been accepted. These Proposals arc 
entered at length after our Consultation of the 4th Jany. to which We beg leave 
to refer your Honors, only observing if the Undertaking succeeds it may prove 
in time a great Addition to the Company’s Revenues & even if it fails they 
have a certain Benefit of the yearly Rent of Sicca Rupees two Thousand 
five Hundred for the first seven Years, three Thousand for the second seven 
Years seven Thousand five Hundred for the third seven g'^^axs & of 
having twenty Thousaj^d Begas cleared in seven Yefu-s, jthirly Thou^a^ in 
fourteen Years and forty Thousand in Twenty one Years or a forfeit (equivalent 
29 
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to it. We are getting a Lease drawn out in the most regular & binding 
Manner that it can be done here, but as it [is] an Agreement to remain in 
force for several Years or perhaps for ever, We think it might be most 
proper for both parties, to have authentic Writings drawn in England & sent 
out to be executed. We have accordingly desired the undertakers to employ 
some Person on their part for this purpose & your Honours may in like 
Manner appoint such Person as you think fit on the part of the Company. 

9. The Norfolk & Chesterfield not being yet arrived We have received 
no supply of Stationary, of which our whole Stock remaining is the small 
quantity in the List entered in the Consultation of the 18 Instant. We have 
therefore been obliged to direct the Gentlemen at the Subordinates to make 
use of the Country Paper & shall very soon be reduced to the same shift here. 

10. We are likewise much distressed for Medicines not having received 
and this Year from Europe excepting one Chest Designed for Madras on the 
Plassey which we have detained. 

.11. We have sent on this Ship at the request of Col. Coote, ten Invalid 
Soldiers of his Majesty’s 84th Regiment & one Woman a follower of the same 
Regiment thirteen French Officers sent here from the Coast & seven Non- 
Commissioned Officers with two of their wives of all which proper Lists are 
inclosed & the Captain has been paid as usual for their Passage & Provisions. 

12. Of the twelve Officers on parole which Capt. Ward was ordered to 
receive & for whose passage^he was paid for did not reach the Ship, which 
We mention that your Honors may settle that difference with the Owners 
of the Plassey. 

13. We have sent you in this Packet Rolls of the Military on this Esta¬ 
blishment consisting of one Troop of Dragoons, one Troop of Hussars, two 
Companies of Artillery & eleven Companies of Infantry & We shall continue 
to send the same annually your Honors will be able to judge from thence 
how much We are in want of English Recruits. 

14. We sent by the Hawke the Genl. Books of this Presidency ballanced 
to May 1756, those ending May 1757 are ballanced, & are now copying fair, 
those ending 1758 are quite brought up & are in Mr. Magee’s hand to be bal¬ 
lanced, those ending 1759 are quite brought up & will be put in hand to 
be ballanced as soon as the others are finished & those ending 1760 & 1761 
will be ready by the time the others are closed. 

15. The general Outcry made the 15th Instant the broad Cloth sold 
for more than twelve P Cent higher than the former Outcry & the Copper 
as much below as you will observe by the Account transmitted in the Packet 
—Perpets copitinue still out of demand: 

16. M/. Culling Smith’s health not permitting him to remain Jonges 
^n India he has requested leave to resign the Service & now takes his passage 
on the Holdemesse. 



17 - In this Packet you will receive an Address & State of the Marine from our Master Attendant. 
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LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 176a 

Regulation of accounts of Fort IVilliam fortifications—Mir Q/isim fulfils financial 
obligations—limitations of Board's powers regarding taxation — bills of exchange. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies* 

May it please your Honors 

1. We have this Day dispatched to your Honors via Madras your Ship 
Warren Capt. Glover with a full Loading, & by her We send you Duplicate 
of our Address P Ship Earl of Holdemesse, as well as Triplicate of that P 
Plassey. 

2. Your Ship Fox, Captain Hume left Ingellee the 31st of last Month, 
to proceed on her Voyage to Fort St. George, & the Earl of Holdemesse 
the 5th Inst, for England. 

3. The Godolphin not being arrived & no Accoimt as yet received 
concerning her makes us apprehensive lest some Accident has befallen her by 
which she may be prevented proceeding on her passage hither in time to be 
Dispatched home with the remainder of our Investment. We have therefore 
wrote to the President & Council at Fort St. George in case they should 
have any such Intelligence of the Godolphin to forward to us with all Expedi' 
tion either the Admiral Watson or Royal George. 

4. The Accounts of the Expences of the Deccan Expedition not being 
copied fair in time to tranmiit to your Honors last Season, has been since 
Compleated & u now forwarded for your Observation by this Ship in the 
book Packet. 

5. We have likewise transmitted by this Ship the general Books of this 
Presidency ending April 1757, a general Account of Disbursements account 
of French Prisoners since the Commencement of the present War, & Account 
of the over Charges at the new Works to shew your Honors what part has been 
received of those Frauds & what remains outstanding & which We shall 
continue our Endeavours to collect to the utmost of the Abilities of the People 
concerned. 

6. The Commissary general’s Accounts of Camp Expences broi^ht up 
to April 1761 in the regular Form settled in Consultation 22 Sept. 1760 
will be sent to you by the next Opportunity. 

7. We have likewise sent for your Information a Statement of the Produce 
of Burdwan, Midnapore & Chittagong from the Time of our having these 
Possessions to the 31 Ultimo the Sum received frem those Provinces appears 



4^6 LETTER TO COURT 

to be Gurrt. Rupees Fifty three Laaks Thirty three Thousand seventy one 
Seven Annaes and six Pice (Ct. Rs. 53,33>071-7-6). 

8. In Consultation 1st February observing that We had upwards of 
Twenty Laaks in our Treasury & further Sums daily coming in account 
the Rcvehues & for Bills of Exchaiige on your Hdhbrs & ^hat in all Pro¬ 
bability We should not be under the Necessity of incurring so large Military 
Expenc^s as of late Years, & it being strenuously Recommended tc us in 
your Letters the last & this Season to send Treasure to Madras in ordef to 
be forwarded to China on any of your Ships that might be bound thither 
or by any casual Ships that might not be dispatched heme from your three 
Presidencies, We therefore resolved to Lade five Laaks partly on the Warren 
and partly on a Country Ship consigned to the President & Council at 
Fort St. George to whom We wrote as well as to the Gentletnen at Bombay 
t6 advise of this our Resolution, that in case they had any Ships oh h^nd they 
might be Employed on this Service. 

9. The Committee of Works having represented to us the Necessity of 
thi Storekeeper’s keeping a regular Sett of Books instead of a bare Account of 
Receipts & Issues without any Valuation, as was the Practice before. We have 
directed him to open Books according to the Form presented by the Com¬ 
mittee to commence from the ist January 1762 For further particulars We 
beg leave to refer you to the said Report of the Committee in^Consultation 
4th January, 

10. For want of these necessary Regulations the Materials expended at 
the new Fort have never been regularly Carried off to the Debit of the Works, 
but being paid for Monthly by the Paymaster under the head of Materials 
haye from thence been Transferr’d into the general Books & no part wrote 
off from the beginning unto this Time. By this means the Accounts heretofore 
sent you of the Cost of the new Fort cannot be correct, but having caused an 
Account to be taken of the remains of Stores & Ballances due from the Con¬ 
tractors for Materials the 31st December last in order to open the Store¬ 
keeper’s Books as beforementioned the Account of Materials expended is 
thereby certified & We send your Honors in the Packet a correct Account 
of the Cost of the new Fort to that Time. 

11. The Ballance which was due from the Nabob as motioned in the 
64 Paragraph of our Address by the Hawke, has been fully Discharged & a 
general Receipt given him for alt the Sums paid by him in Complyance 
with his Predecessor’s Engagements & his own. The said Receipt is enter’d 
after our Consultation of the 8 of this Month. 

12. In this Packet We have likewise sent you an Account of the Dis¬ 
bursements & Advances for his Majesty’s 84th Regiment certified by Col- 
Copte which We hope will be sufficient to enable you to recover the Amount 

the Qoyernment. 

13. VVe Viave sent yoii by this Shifi Duplicate bt the Engihe^’s Letter 
to your Honors P Ship Hawke also a plan of the Town & Fortifications o 
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"Fort WilliaHn with the Esplanade and new Roads propos’d. Thfe Engineer 
having in his Letter entered after the Consultation of the 1 ith Instant repre¬ 
sented to us to consider of the means of raising Money to difray*the Expence 
of the proposed Roads, but as We do not find We have any regular Power for 
■assisting [assessing] the Inhabitants We sec no Method of easing the Company 
of any part of the Expence, after mmiy Presentments from the Grand Jury with 
regard to tiie badness of the Drains in the Town an Assessment was projiosed 
& a plan niade by us as Justices of the Sessions after which an Objection 
was raised that the Acti of Parliament regarding Assessments did not extend 
to the East Indies & the Assessors We appointed refused to act by the Com¬ 
mission We had issued. We mention these Circumstances that your Honors 
may give us your Opinion & Directions for our Guidance in like Cases. 

14. Mr. Plaisted having been sent again by the Chief & Council at 
■Chittagong to make a fresh Survey of that Coast, which being executed on 
a larger Plan & more correct than his former, was forwarded to us. We 
directed our Engineer to make a Copy of the same to be Transmitted to your 
Honors, which is accordingly done by this Ship for yovr Infection. 

15. Of the Saltpetre by this Ship i8oo Maunds arc of the production of 
Purnea, the brown Sort spoken of in the 74th Paragraph of your Commands 
of the ist April 1760. A Parcel arriving here We agreed for the Purchase of 
Three Thousand Maunds & although the Quality of it seemed very bad it 
being mixed with much Dirt besides its natural brown Colour, yet as the 
Proprietor of it consented to let the Company have it at 5 Rups. which was 
about a Rupa. below what it would have fetch’d in the Market we thought 
it for your Interest to purchase it, especially as We wanted some to complcat 
the Warren'’s Tonnage our last Fleet from Patna not being here arrived. The 
immediate Dispatch of the Warren would not allow Time for reboiling what 
was necessary to lade on that Ship but the remaining' laoo Maunds we have 
ordered to be reboiled, which done it shall be Consigned to you by the next 
■Ship with an Account what is lost by the fining. 

16. We have sent Mr. Law, the Chief of the French Factory at Cossim- 
'buzar with three other French Gentlemen on this Ship as likewise ten Invalids 
of Col. Coote’s Regt. their Passage has been paid for as usual & now enclose 
Lists oftheth. 

17. We have laden on this Ship sundry Goods & Merchandize 
consigned to your Honors amountg. to Current Rupees Six Laak forty five 
Thousand (Ct. Rs. 6,45,000) as P Invoice & Bill of Lading which you will 
receive from the President & Council at Madras being forwarded to them in 
•ofdtr that should they have Occasion to make any Alteration iti her Cargo to 
note it & forward them to your Honors. 

id. We have likewise laden sundry Articles for the use of the Island 
01 St. Helena amountg. to Current Rupees Eight Hundred and ^ Fifty four 
(Ct. Rs. 854 .—) as P. Invoice & Bill of Lading forwarded in oiir Letter 
to the Deputy Governor & Council there. 



Postscript 

We have drawn upon your Honors Twenty one Setts of Bills of Exchange payable at two ShP'ings ft four Pence P. 
[t. Rupee & ninety Days after Sight amoutg. to Current Rupees Thirty Thousand six Hundred Forty seven, five 
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We have also drawn upon your Honors Twenty Setts of Bills of Exchange payable at three Hundred & Sixty Sve Days 
after Sight & two Shillings & four Pence P. Current Rupee Interest to commence threreon after the Expiration of 
ninety Days at the rate offour P. Cent. P. Ann: for the remainder of the Time the Amount of the said Bills being Current 
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Original transmitted B Warren (Via Madrass) Henry Van Sittart / Peter Amyatt / 

DapL P Godolphin Trip. P Adm Watson Warren Hastings / John Johnstone/ 

WiUiam Hay 




LETTER DATED i6 FEBRUARY 1762 

Shipping news. 


To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, 


May it plesi&e your Honors, 

[1] Since writing to your Honors under yesterday’s date, We learn by a 
Country Ship just arrived from Canton that She left that place the 20th 
December in Company with the Caernarvon, Augusta, Pitt, Triton, Prince 
Henry, Richmond, Norfolk & Neptune for Europe & Royal George for 
Madras, all of them having got safe through the Streights. The Worcester 
& Prince George, were the only Company’s Ships remaining at Canton 
(who were to sail in January) besides two Dutch, one Danes & one Swede 
Ship. The Admiral Watson was well at Manilha. 

[2] We have the pleasure to learn likewise that the Godolphin is safely 
imported into Ballasore Road. We shall lade on her the remainder of our 
Investment with all Expedition & Dispatch her to your Honors, which We 
hope We shall be able to do by the beginning of April. 

[3] By a Letter from the President & Council at Fort St. George dated 
the 9th January by Pattamar which We rec’d this Morning We learn of the 
Norfolk’s being arrived at that place the preceding Day. We therefore are 
hourly in expectation of her importing here. 


Fort William 
16th Febry 1762. 

Origl. Transmitted P Warren , 
Duplicate P Godolphin 
Tripl. P Adml. Watson 


We are, 

May it please your Honors, 

Your Honors most faithful & most 
Obedient Humble Servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/Peter Amyatt/Warren, 
Hastings/John Johnstonc/\Villiam Hay. 
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LETTER DATED 15 MARCH 1762 

Shipping details—bills qf exchange. 


Xp the IJon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
Unit<^ Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 
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41 a 

May it please your Honors, 

[i.] Our several Addresses of this Season have informed you of the safe 
Arrival of your Ships Hawke, Plassey, Earl of Holdernesse, Warren, Fox & 
Godolphin in this River & of the Norfolk at Madras which last Ship has 
since imported here & will be unloaded & paid off as fast as possible. 

[2.] The Hawke, Plassey, Earl of Holdernesse & Warren have been 
fully laden & dispatched the three former directly for Europe, the latter to 
call at Fort St. George. 

[3.] The Godolphin is taking in her Cargo & Wejudge will receive her 
Dispatches about the last of this Month. 

[4.] We are advised by the Gentlemen at Madras of the Arrival of your 
Ships the Royal George from China & Admiral Watson from Manilha also 
that the Royal Captain imported at Bombay the 1st January having parted 
with the True Briton, Calcutta & Earl of Eligon which three Ships were spoke 
with by the Godolphin off Ceylon all well on board. 

[5.] The Caernarvon, Augusta, Pitt, Triton, Prince Henry, Richmond, 
Norfolk & Neptune homeward bound from China passed safely thro’ 
the Streights of Malacca the beginning of January. The Worcester & Prince 
George the only English Ships remaining at Canton were to be dispatched 
from thence in that Month. 

[6.] We advised your Honors that the Fox was destined for a Voyage 
to Madras, Bencoolen & French Islands & that she left the River the 31st 
Janry. She imported at Madras the 15th February where she found Admiral 
Cornish with most part of the Squadron which after a long & sickly 
Cruize off Dcigo Rez Seeing nothing of the expected Armamant[jiV] from 
Europe were obliged to return to the Coast of Cormandel. The President & 
Council at Fort St. George advise us they shall dispatch the Fox to Fort 
Marlbro’ with the Artificers. Provisions & other Supplies she carryed from 
hence for the use of the West Coast Settlements. 

[7.] This waits upon you by a Danish Ship & may prove Satisfactory in 
case it should reach England before your own Ships. 

Fort William 

15th March 1762. 

Postscript 

Wc have this Day drawn upon your Honors fifteen Setts of Bills of Exchange 
payable at three Hundred & Sixty five Days after Sight & two Shillings 
and four pence p Current Rupee.Interest to commence thereon after the Eaqpira- 
tion of ninety Days at the rate of four p. Cent: p. Ann: for the remainder of the 
Time the A^unt of the said Bills being Current Rupees one Laack Eighty 
eight Thoy^nd nine Hundred fifteen & nine Annaes (Ct Rs 188915-g-o.) 
or Poundl( Sterling Twenty two Thousand forty & three Shillings (£StT 
a2040>3-.) as follows. 



Dates Setts To whom granted . To whom payable Ct. fia. £ Star. 


15 MARCH 1768 
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L&TTE& TO CpURT 


m 

We advised you in our Address of the 15th February of our having sent 
five Laaks of Rupees to Madras to be forwarded to China & upon advice 
received from your Supra Cargo Mr. Blount We have determined to send 
five laaks more by different Conveyances which will offer in this Month. 

We are 

May it please your Honors 
your Honors most faithfull & most Obedient 
Humble Servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/Peter Amyatt/Warren 
Hastings/Jphn Johnstone/William Hay. 

28 

LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1762 

Shipping news—timber from Chittagong—arrangements for revenue administration 
of z^-Parganas—contract for cultivation of Kharijuri pargana annulled—charges against 
Ramcharan, Vansittart's bania — growing jealousy between Mir Qjisim and the Com¬ 
pany—Hastings deputed to Mir Q/isim—position of the President of Board—Ellis to 
continue at Patna — break-down of negotiations with the Dutch for cartel — Omichand's 
bequests for charities—bills of exchange. 

the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honors, 

1. Since the Departure of the Warren which was dispatched from IngcUee 
the 28th February we have addressed you a short Letter by a Danish Ship 
under date the J5th March copy of which is sent in this Packet. 

2. We now dispatch the Godolphin with a full Loading for England— 
Captain William Hutchinson late Commander of the said Ship died after his 
Arrival in the River, a few Days before a Dispute happened between him & 
his Chief Officer Mr. Collingwood Roddam and was carryed to such a length 
that Capt. Hutchinson had Suspended Mr. Roddam from his Station in the 
Ship—Mr. Roddam before the Death of Capt. Hutchinson had applied to the 
President for an enquiry to be made into his Conduct, which now became more 
necessary before We could determine whether to confirm Mr. Roddam in the 
Command of the Ship or not—accordingly we called upon Mr. Hardwicke 
the Supra Cargo of the said Ship on her Voyage to Judd^, and to Mr. Claud 
Lernoidt Surgeon who were both present during the whole Dispute betwMm 
Captam/Hutchinson & Mr. Roddam & having rec'd from each of those Gentle- 
men an Account of the Affair in writing We were fully convinced that Mr. 



Fort William 
15th March 1762. 

Qrigl. transmuted 

P Foreign Conveyance 
Dupl. P Godolphin 
Tripl. P Adml. Watson 
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Roddliii hkd betin injutHSii ft us^ by Qaptain Hutchinsbn in la tmUlner which 
We kitribute tb tibthing but his bad state of Health* Being therefore, 
satisfied that Mr. Roddam was a fit Person to succeed to the Command 
of the Ship We accokdingly confirmed hitn and caused the whole Proceedings 
to be entered on the face of our Consultations of the agth February &c. 

3. Mr. Haidwicke on behalf of the FreightOTs of the Oodoljphin to Judda, 
laid before thfe Board the Copy of a Protedt which he delivered to Capt, Hut¬ 
chinson at Bombay for not having the said Ship ready to receive the freighters,- 
Cargo & for detaining her at that Place to go into tDock~Mr. Hardwick 
represented that this Detention had occasioned a very considerable Difference 
in her passage back to Bengal and desired that a proportionable Deduction 
might be made from the Amount of the Freight due from the Freighters to th(f 
Company—hereupon We applied to Captain Roddam for the rtatons why the 
said Ship was not ready to receive her Cargo requiring at the satne Time his 
Opinion what difference her Detention at Bombay had occasibned in her re¬ 
turn to Bengal—He informed us m answftr that Captain Hutchlhsorl thought i* 
necessary to see the Ship’s bottom as she had Struck upoii Rocks in her Way 
up to Judda ft likewise upon the Sunkin Rock going into Bortlbay harboi* 
& that if she had gone up to Surat to take in the freighters Goods hfc judged 
she might have arrived here the latter end of December or beginning of Janry— 
From hence and from the Time of Arrival of two Country Ships which left 
Bombay about the Time the Godolphin might have sailed also had she not 
been detained to go into Dock, We were of Opinion that the Owners ought 
to be answerable for such loss of Time, but as that is a matter which cannot 
be determined till the Ships Arrival in England and as it is but reasonable the 
Freighters should pay the Company the full Freight for the Time the Ship 
was employed on her Judda Voyage in case that contrary to our Opinion the 
Owners should deceive frbin the Oofnpany the full DemUrage We consented 
therefore to make such a Deduction aS We bsieemed reasonable frotn the 
Freight upon conc^tion ohiy that the Freighters SheUdd give a Bond to the Com¬ 
pany to make good the Freight for the Fime sd allowed itt base a Deduction 
for the same Space of Time shopld not be allowed the Compahy in the Demu¬ 
rage that will be due to the Owners of the said Ship. The following is the State¬ 
ment of the said Account of Freight. 

Ship Godolphin let at Outcry for ten Mouths fixnn 

ist JDecr. 1760 to istdctr. 1761, for « < Ct. Rs. 30001 o o 

Prorato from the ist Octr 1761 to adth Febry. 176(2 

when sbe returned tp Bengal River being 4 hf ths. 

20 days r , . . . . . i4ddd o o 

44001 o o 

But as it is'judgod she might have arrived by the aoth December, had 
she not been detainedat Bombay .to go mtq Dock| We think die Owners should 
30 
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be answerable for the loss of twol Months & have accordii^ly allowed the 
Freighters conditionally as before mentioned Pro Rato for two Months. 

Ct. Rs. 6000 o o 

and have received.Gt. Rs. 38001 o o which We hope will meet 

your Honors Approbation. 

4. Captain Hutchinson having occasion for Money for hisShip*s Expences 
at Bombay took up from the President and Council there the Sum of twelve 
Thousand Bombay Rupees on Charter party Terms his Bond for which was 
forwarded to us by the Ship & We transmitt the same in the Packet. 

5. When the Master Attendant’s Report of the dispatch of the Warren 
was returned to us We observed Captain Glover had protested upon the Bill 
of Lading against short Weight and short Delivery in general for reasons which 
by the Export Warehouse Keeper’s Letter on the subject in Consultation the 
I ith March We think quite groundless & We find that since the late Altera¬ 
tions in the Charter Parties in favour of the Owners it is become a general 
Practice for every Captain to make such a Protest whether there be sufficient 
reason or not We can even assure you upon our own Knowledge it is a part of 
the Owners Instructions to all their Commanders. 

6. Some Goods yet remaining in our Warehouse and other small Parcells 
being expected from the Subordinates & Aurungs on account of the last Year’s 
ballances We judge We shall be able to give a loading to your Ship Admiral 
Watson or Royal George in the Month of August and have accordingly wrote 
to the President and Council at Fort St. George to request they will send 
down either of them which may be unemployed so as to arrive with us the be¬ 
ginning of July. 

7. In our Letter by the Danish Ship We advised you of the Arrival of the 
Norfolk but as on account of the Lateness of the Season the Pilots thought it 
not prudent to bring her up higher than Kedgeree We meet with great delay 
& difficulty in unloading her but We judge she will be clear about the 13 
of the Month & We shall make up the Account of Freight in the maimer 
your Honors direct. 

8. And as We are very much in want of Timbers for carrying on the build- 
ii^s in the nev/ Fort and Captain Me. Gonohie offering to let us the whole 
Ship in her Ballast for a trip to Chittagong at her present rate of Demurage 
We thought it a good Opportunity of securing of Conveyance for the Timbers 
which have been cut at that place and which will be sufficient to give her a 
full Loading—^We think she cannot be more than four Months in performing 
this Service at which rate the usual Freight ofthe limbers she is computed to 
bring would amount to near about the same Sum as her Demutage for that 
Term—The Chief and Council at Chittagong have tried to float the Timbers 
to Gaicu^/by the Rivers, but have found it impossible 9 c. to bring them by 
Boat would be as mepensive as the Freight of Shipping besides the risk of 
losii^' noany & the uncertainty of thdr arrhdng in Tuna 
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9, The Leases of the Calcutta Pergunnahs ocpirlng the first of next 
Month excq>ting that of Magurah the Committee of new Lands have met 
very frequently to considor of the proper Method of disposing of them to the 
Company’s best Advantage with a View at the same Time to their further 
Improvement— Plans are prepared for dividing each Purgunnah into smaller 
Parcells and We are agreed that the Leases should be for a longer Term to 
make it worth the Farmers while to be at some Expence for improving the 
Ground, but on the other hand We wish to have a more perfect knowledge of 
the real Produce of the Lands that is what the Labourers reap from the Grounds 
as well as what they pay to the Farmers, for We do not find that the Debundee 
or Rentroll collected by Mr. Frankland is at all to be depended on, nor that the 
Farmers have been guided by that in collecting the Rents from the Inhabi¬ 
tants, altho’ by the Term of the Leases it should have been so—We wish 
also to have an exact Measurement of the whole & indeed we think both 
those Informations very nec<»sary before We left them on a long Lease—^We, 
are inclined therefore to make a tryal to acquire this Knowledge by keeping the 
Lands for one Year in the Company’s Hands & only to lett out die Salt 
Pans which We have reason to think will become a very considerable separate 
Article of your Revenues Mr. Cameron has made a very compleat Survey & 
Plan of the outlines of the whole from Sagur round the eastern Limit till he 
joined the River again at Bankabuzar which is the Northern Extent of your 
Possessions—He will proceed again with all Expedition to make an inside Sur¬ 
vey & Measurement of each Purgunnah, which will give us a compleat 
Knowledge of the number of Acres in the whole & in each Purgunnah— 
In the mean Time We propose that the several Members of the Committee 
of new Lands shall have the Care & Management of the several Purgunnahs 
in the Manner they themselves divided them as in their Proceedings of i6th 
Sept. 1761 that they shall register the number of Parishes in each Purgunnah, 
the number of Villages in each Parish, & the number & Names of the Inhabi¬ 
tants Land Holders in each Village, with the quantity of Ground held 
by each, the Nature and Produce of it & the yearly Rent it has heretofore 
been rated at—& that for the present they shall collect the same Rents as 
were Collected by the Farmed untill We can form a Judgement from the 
Registers and Measurement how far they may be encreased. It would cer¬ 
tainly be a great Advantage to the Company if We had a number of Cove¬ 
nanted Servants sufiicient to enable us to employ some under each Gentleman 
of the Committee to reside in the Purgunnahs—For want of these a great num. 
ber of Country Servants must be employed as Aumins, Collectors, &c. and 
much of the detail of the Business pass thro’ them but your Honors may b^ 
assiu«d that all possible Attention shall be Employed to prevent their keeping 
us in Ignorance of a Matter which so much concerns the Company’s Interest 
that we should get a true State of. 

10. We did not observe till lately that the Lease of Magurah extends a 
Year beyond the rest—About a Year after the Farms were let at Outcry the 
Measurement of Magurah & Cosspoor being finished & the old Farmers 





nof agrfteifcg to> pay th6 ^crieiwe tlicy Weft puit tip again at the end of Jur c 
6 t Cosspotir l^tf ttvo Yeart which brings it equal with the entih^f 
Leases but Magurah for three for What reaton h( not mentioned We shail how* 
ever ctiu^ to be takefn a like register bf the number of Fafishes, Villages &. 
Tenants in that Purgunnah. 

. 11. The Committee of new Lands having given repeated Notice to the 
Proprietors pf Ghar[i}ty Grounds in the Company’s l<ands to produce their 
Titles to the Collectors of the respective Purgunnahs within a limited Time, 
which Time being long since elapsed & no such Titles produced it is ouf 
Intentions [j/c] to take all such Lands under Sequestration and afterwards to 
restore such as may be claimed upon satisfactory Titles—We intend also to 
take all those Lands which heretofore have been given to the Servants of the 
Purgunnahs instead of wages as We believe it has been an opening for Abuses 
and such Servants as are necessary We shall pay in ready Money. 

12. Having been informed that the Company had a right to a certain No. 
of Salt Pans in some of the Purgunnahs exclusive of the Refits We caused them 
to be put up at Outcry and they sold for Gt. Rs. 38 each for this Year, the exact 
No. is not yet ascertained but will be about two hundred. This mattei" is more 
fully explained in the Proceedings of the Committee of New Lands of the 28th 
October & 45th Novr. last. 

13. In our Address of the 2 ist Janry. We mentioned that we had accepted 
Proposals from Mr. Gregory & other Gentlemen concerned with him fof 
clearing & cultivating the Cory Jury Lands & desired that authentic Wri_ 
tings might be drawn in England to secure to the Company & Undertakers 
the performance of the Condition agreed on—The Company’s Chokey of 
Custom House at Rangafullah which is situated within the same Lands being 
found inconvenient to the Undertakers they proposed to the Committee of 
New Lands that they would be answerable to the Company for the Amount 
of the Duties before collected there on the medium of three Veara on condition 
that the said Ghokey should be taken off—this Proposal the Committee refused 
[referred] to the Bomd in Cons, ist March together with a List of the said Colle¬ 
ctions which appeared for the most part to arise from the Taxes levied upon the 
.cutting of Wood, making Salt other Articles of the produce of the Cory 
Jury Lands hereupon a question arose whether the Company according to the 
Conditions granted to the Undertakers as entered after Consultation of the 4fh 
January could have a right to extend those Taxes to such encreases in the Pro¬ 
duce of the said Country as might be acquired by the Bxperce and Industry 
of the Undertakers. Messrs. Johnstone & Hay were of opinion that the Com¬ 
pany had that right & Mr. Hay added further that it did not appear to him 
by the said Articles that the Company had made over the right of the Wood 
to the Undertakers but that such right did & ought to remain with the Com¬ 
pany— TJic, President and Messrs, Amyatt & Hastings differed in Opinion 
from Mef^#. johr.stor.e & Hay in both these Points, but as those three Gen- 
4 emen had subscribed to Mr. Gregory’s Proposals in order to encourage the 
Undertaking they would not have the Question decided by their Qpmion, 



but having obtaine 4 thp Gon^spnt of Mff Gregory & the other Gentlemen 
concerned, they referred it to the l^etermination of Messrs. Johnstone & Hay 
either to conhrra the lease according to their (the Contractors) Under¬ 
standing of the Conditions that is That the right of the Wood should be rested 
in them & they be subject to no addition of Taxes, or else to annul the 
Contract—Those Gentlemen being of Opinion it was not for the Company’s 
Interest to grant a Lease upon those Terms but rather that We should wait 
to know from your Honors what Condition you shall think proper to fix for 
the Encouragement pf such an undertaking—the Contract therefore stood 
annulled. Our Proceedings upon this afiair appear at length upon the face of 
our Consultatiems of the ist and 4th March to which We beg leave to refer you 
& request your full directions upon this Subject that We may endeavor in 
conformity thereto to encourage the Cultivation of this large & uninhabited 
tract of Country—By Captain Cameron’s Report of such general Observa¬ 
tions as he has had an Opportunity of making during his Surv'ey which 
is entered aftei our Consultation of the 8.th Instant, it appears that many parts 
thereof are very capable of being inhabited and improved. 

14. On the 27 April last We rec’d from Mr. Johnstone then at Jelasore 
a packet of Letters intercepted by one of his Chokies which contained some 
Letters under the Seal of Ramchurn, formerly the Banian of Coll. Clive, then 
of Coll Caillaiid & now of Mr. Van Sittart—These Letters were addressed 
to Cumdar Cawn the chief of the rebellious Zemindars in the Patna Province— 
in the same packet were Letters under the Seal of Cumdar Cawn to Ram Churn 
in answer to forementioned & some Letters to other Persons referring to the 
same—Some Circumstances appeared upon the first Enquiry which made us 
suspect they were forged. We used our utmost Endeavours to come to a 
certainty by either discovering the Authors of the Invention or the reality 
of the Correspondence but could not succeed so fully as We could wish Time 
perhaps may bring it to light, in the mean while We have sent you our Proceed¬ 
ings in this Enquiry in a separate book of Consultations which conclude with 
^he opinions of the different Members upon the whole—It may not be improper 
in this place to observe to your Honors that the manner of doing Business in 

this Country seems to purposely [...]for the 

Letters are never signed and are put under a Cover which is secured only with 
pa[ste?] and sealed with a Seal which any Engraver can counterfeit—Thus 
on the one hand a guilty Man has it in his Power to deny Letters really his 
own, and on tfic other, an innocent Man is subject to be accused [of] having 
wrote Letters which he never saw. In such Cases it is only from Circumstances 

the Viows & Interests of the Person accused that a Judgement can be formed. 

15. The nekt Day, the 28 of April another Charge was exhibited against 
Ramchuin of frauds said to be committed by him in the first payment of 
Money from Kibob JafFer Ali Cawn in consequence of the Treaty made with 
him as well as pf several Over cha^rges] in som^ AccoUrits of Camp Expenses— 

We [h,ave] beisn very particular jp our Enquiry in [...•.] 

to a iinaf Determination chi^6y on acPQunt of three books which the 
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Infonner said contained the particulars and proofs of the Fraud & which 
Ramchurn declares were never given back to him after the enquiry which 
was made into this affair by Messrs. Watts, Walsh & Scralton by CSolonel 
Clive’s Order—Certain it is Coll. Clive kept Ramchurn some Months in 
disgrace upon the same Information of these frauds that he seized all his 
Books and Papers & had them brought to his House that the three Books in 
question were among them that He entrusted the Examination to the Gentle¬ 
men before mentioned & upon a report of Mr. Scrafton's of which a Copy 
as given us by Ramchurn is entered in our Proceedings, released Ramchurn, 
employed him ^ain in his Service & at his Departure for Europe gave him 
a Certificate of his Good Behaviour—It is also well known that the Bags & 
Bundles containing his Books & Papers were delivered back to him, but 
We cannot be certain whether the three particular Books wanted were or were 
not detained—As no record is to be found of the Proceedings of the foimer 
Enquiry & particularly no mention of what discoveries were made from 
those Books—We think that his former Acquit[t]al by Colonel Clive is not 
sufficient to free him from a further Prosecution, neither on the other hand 
are the Proofs brought by the Informant in support of his Charge sufficient to 
prove the reality of the Frauds, our Opinion of which must chiefly depend 
on the Truth or Falsity of what Ramchurn alledges as to the three Books 
& in the particulars contained in the said Books as to the Articles in question— 
these Informations your Honors may obtain from those Gentlemen in Eng- 
gland. We transmit you in our Packet our whole Proceedings in this enquiry 
in another separate Consultation Book at the conclusion hereof We have 
summed up the most material parts of the Evidence with such other Circums¬ 
tances as have come to our Knowle<^e for and against the Charge from which 
& your Enquiries from the Gentlemen beforementioned you will be able 
to determine whether there is sufficient Reason to prosecute Ramchurn 
upon this charge or any part of it & to direct us in what form to do it. In 
the mean time we have obliged Ramchurn to give Security for his Appearance 
to answer such Suit as you may direct. 

16. The President thinks necessary to assure your Honors on this occasion 
that if he had known Ramchurn had been suspected of such Frauds & that 
the former Enquiry made thereupon could have been liable to any Appearance 
of insufficiency he certainly would not have entertained him in his Service 
but he had not even a private Infoimation of any such Suspicion untill a very 
few days before the Charge was laid before the Board. He had been confined 
the day before upon the receipt of the intercepted Letters beforementd. & was 
kept so till it appeared there were no sufficient Proofs against him til] the 
Informer seemed to be taking the Opportunity of his Di^race to procure 
false Witnesses against him. When things appeared in this Train the 
President thought the Accused ought, injustice, to have equal Liberty with 
the Accuser St the same reason has prevented his dismissing him since 
together the Consideration that if he was to change him for another 
it would 4 e hard to find one free from Suspicions—It is his care to trust 
as little as possible any of his Servants St his having luckily a sufficient 
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Knowledge of the Persian [Ian] giu^ to read the Letters he receives from the 
Country & see that those written are £^recable to his Intentions, leaves 
them little Opportunity of intering [ne]. 

17. The Nabob continues still in the Bahar Province and We have 
reason to suspect that some busy Persons have been endeavouring to form 
out Jealousies between him & us & to fill him with Apprehensions that 
We are not well inclined towards him, our desire to preserve the tranquility 
of the Country & to discover the Authors of this Jealousy have induced 
us to depute Mr. Hastings on a Visit to the Nabob to make him those Assuran¬ 
ces on our part, to advise him to be careful whese Reports he trusts tc and to 
punish with Severity any of the People about him whom he finds to be 
endeavouring to create a Misunderstanding between us—Instructions for this 
purpose being prepared Mr. Amyatt proposed another Clause should be 
added directing Mr. Hastings to demand of the Nabob to pay to the Com¬ 
pany the Sum of twenty Laaks of Rupees which he offered at the time the 
Treaty was made with him to present to the Gentlemen of the Select Com¬ 
mittee then in Calcutta—Messrs. Carnac, Johnstone & Hay joined with 
Mr. Amyatt in this Clause but the President objected to it & refused to 
join in it because himself & the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee 
did absolutely reject this Offer as he the President has often since mentioned 
& particularly in Consultation 12 January 1761 he gave it therefore as his 
Opinion that neither the Company, nor He, nor any other Person have any 
just Claim upon the Nabob upon account of the said Offer—The Reasons 
of the several Members of the Board in support of their respective Opinions 
are entered on the Minutes of the Consultations of the 22d Ulto. 

18. The President referring to the 96th Paragraph of your Commands 
of the ist April 1760 where you are pleased to direct that all Applications to 
or disputes with, the Country Powers should pass thro’ his Authority alone 
observed to the Board on this occasion that he thought his opinion in such 
a Case ought to have more Weight than the common Voice of a Member of 
the Board this however was no(^ admitted & We are to request your direc¬ 
tions on this Subject—^AJso that you will explain to us more particularly on 
what occasion it is your meanittg that the Colonel & Major should be Members 
of the Board as this also was a matter of Debate in Consultation the 22 Ulto. 

ig. We have already advised your Honors of our having consigned five 
Laaks of Rupees to Madras to be forwarded to China & of our Resolution to 
forward five Laaks more upon a Letter which the President received from Mr. 
Blount, your Chief Supra Cargoe—three Laaks accordingly are Shipped on 
the Mtixadavad, one on the Prince Edward and one on the Fort St. George 
Country Ships bound to the Coast; We have also wrote to the President & 
Council at Bombay that if they are in want of a Supply of Money We shall 
be able to answer their Bills as far as five Laaks beyond which if they draw 
We have desired it may be left to our Option to discharge tht& in ready 
Money or by Bond—We have also made very considerable Advances to all our 
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Subofdinat^eg as well as our C^c^tta Aurungs^ from whence we F^lattcr our?* 
selves with the hopes pf a goo 4 Investment. 

20. In the Warren’s Packet We transmitted to yoiir Honors an Account 
Receipt cf Revenue froip theJ^urdwan, Midnaporeand Chittagong Provinces 
to the 31st January last, for your further Information. We now scrid a general 
Calculate of the Receipts & Disbursements Urdet* this Presidency frf m the 
Time the grant of those Provirtces took place to the 31 Ultimo —As all the 
Accounts of which it is made up are not compleat, the Calculate therefore 
cannot be perfectly exact but it will serve to give you a general View of the 
disposition of the large Sums which have come into our Hands, & make up 
in some measure for the want of your general Books, which We may Venture to 
promise you will be brought up compleat to be forwarded to you next Season. 

21. Upon the receipt of your Commands of the 6th May 1761 P. N/51 folk 
We made known to Mr. Me. Owlre your orders in his favour, who accordingly 
addressed a Letter to your Honors expressing his Concern for the occasic.n he 
had given you to be displeased with him which Letter is copied after our Con^ 
sultation of the 11 th Ultimo & is transmitted to you in this Packet—We have 
accordingly directed him to repair to Calcutta to take his Seat at the Board— 
Mr. Sumner had taken his passage for Europe before the Receipt of your 
Orders. 

22. Mr. McGwire at the same time applied to be restored to the Chiefship. 
of Patna but as Mr. Ellis had been at that Station for some Months & was his 
Senior in the Service We did not think it reasonable to cc-mply with this 
Request. 

23. In our Address of the 21 January Wc mentioned that upon the death 
of Mr. Cape We had requested the Gentlemen at Fort St. George to acquaint 
Mr.More that We would employ him to assist in the Duties of the Chapla[i]ncy 
till your pleasure shall be known, before our Letter arrived at Madras Mr. 
More had taken his Passage for Fort Marlbro’ and Mr. William Hirst who 
came out Chaplain with Adijiiral Cornish making us an offer of his Sei vices 
We have appointed him to fi’l the Vacant Chaplaincy till )our pleasure is 
known, & as he is a Gentleman of very good Character & Abilities & a 
person generally esteemed fora Behavior very becoming his Profession, We 
beg leave to recommend him to your Honors to be confirmed. 

24. Mr. William Plenderlcath one of our Head Surgeons was unfor¬ 
tunately drowned in Crossing the River whereupon We have appointed Mr. 
Clement Crooke to be one of the Surgeons of the Presidency & Mr. John 
Davidson who has served long Time as a Surgeon in our Army, to succeed Mr, 
Cffooke at Chittagong—No other Casualties have happened since otir general 
Advices under date the 12 November last. 

25. Tlw Resignation of Major Yorkc occasioping a Vacapey ip the 
Oomman^of a Cqpapany Captain Lieutenant John Nollikins was appoiptccj 
Captain, and Licutt. John Matthews was promotad ^ the jikf Hpnk at the 
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Sftmc ip or(i<!r to cozppleat the twelve Coippapies of Military & scyoa 
Qatt^rons of Seapoys. 

a6. In Qonsequence of these Promotions the follovving were likewise 
made ip the Subalterns: Lieutt. Francis Cozens to be Captain Lieutenant. 

Ensigns Benjamin Wilding 

James Jones V to be Lieutenants 

Richard Hollond J 

Messrs. Niehclls J 

Edward Fcrrar V to be Ensigns 

Thomas Bonaker J 

Likewise Qr. Master Benjamin Spooner to be Cornet of the Troop Commanded 
by Captain Spellman & Mr. George Eyres to be Quarter Master in his Room, 
And Mr. Henry Huygens to be a Practitioner Engineer to rank as Ensign. 

37 - The President & Council at Fort St. George judging the Troop 
of light Horse Commanded by Captain Freake & intended for their Settle¬ 
ment might be of particular Service here, have accordingly resolved tc send 
them down—Lieutenant Gordon with the Detachment embarked on the 
Norfolk arrived here with that Ship,but as yet We have no news of the Chester¬ 
field on board of which is Capt. Freake with the rest ol the Company. 

28. In place of the Company of One Hundred French Volunteers intended 
us by the unfortunate Ship Fatiy Salam, We sent Mr. S. Martin, one of the 
Officers of that Company, who escaped, to enlist a like Number from the 
Prisoners on the Coast, which he speedily effected & he brought them down 
on the Ship Norfolk. 

29. The brass field Pieces sent for the Service of this Settlement on the 

Ships of last Season prove[d] extreamly Faulty as you wiil observe by the Com¬ 
missary of Artillery’s Report entered after oar Consultation ol the 29 Ultimo 
& whereof a Copy is transmitted in this Packet for your more perfect 
Information We have returned one of the Guns in this Ship, which you will 
observe with only a few days firing in exercise where the Gun has always 
sufficient Time to cool was so prodigiously Run at the Vent as to be absolutely 
unfit for Service. , 

30. Wc mentioned in our general Address of the 12 November that the 
Cuttings of Sallow, Willow & Alder sent P Plassey had been washed 
overboahl that the Seeds had been set in many different Soils but none of 
them had come up—^We have now to add that the Cuttings by the other Ships 
all died ip the Passage & that the Seeds have been again tried without Success. 

31. We send in the Packet an Indent for heavy Artillery for the use of tbe 
Fort made oqt after the Form directed in the toth paragraph of your Com- 
m^ds of t^c 6th May & Wf request it may be complied with as socn as 
possible. 

32. Sieve^al Men deserted from opr Detachment at Patna & 

taltfn iPfo^tiqn ip ^e Factory VVe directed ouy Chief^o demand 

them ^ in qf rejusal ti?. teke therp oqt as we cannot think that a Pu»ch 
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Factory situated in the middle cf a Moors Town can have a jitst Right to give 
Protection to Deserters—this occasioned a Deputatimi from the CSouncil at 
Ghincurah to complain of this Proceeding and propose a Cartel for the mutual 
Delivering up of Deserters but as they insisted on a Clause excepting Dutch¬ 
men who should desert to them and vice versa Englishmen who should desert 
to us from being delivered up, we could not agree to the Cartel for as We have 
a great Number of Dutchmen m our Service, & they few or no Englishmen in 
theirs, the advantage would have been all on their Side—As the style in which 
the Directore & Council at Chincurah have wrote on this occasion may 
serve to shew their good Inclinations towards us if they had the Power we 
have transmitted in the Packet one of their original Letters & a Copy of our 
Answer the Translation as made by Mr. Kiernandcr one of the Missionaries 
is entered in our Book of Inland Letters. 

33. We are some Time at a loss on such occasions for want of Books 
containing the Treaties between the European Nations relative to the right 
each may claim. We request your Honors will be pleased to send us such as 
you think will be most useful, as well as some of the most approved Law Books 
and some Bibles and prayer Books for the Church, especially one of each of 
a large Size for the Desk. 

34. At the last Quarter Sessions no less than nine Persons received Sent¬ 
ence of Death for different Felonies, six have been executed the other three 
We request of your Honors to recommend to his Majesty for Pardon, one a 
Slave Girl named Gaily about thirteen Years old who privately stole some 
Jewells out of her Master's House in Company with another aged above 
twenty who has been executed & two Men named Churoero & Sabdee 
who were convicted of an Assault & Robbery in the Street in Company 
with a Third who being esteemed most guilty has been executed—The last 
mentioned were particularly recommended to the Mercy of the Court by the 
Petty Jury & if it be possible it is much to be wished that a discretional 
Power could be lodged in the Judges of the Sessions to grant Pardon in 
such Cases, or at least to mitigate the Rigor of their Confinement, for at 
present the Sheriff is obliged by his Office to keep the poor Wretches in 
the condemned Hole until an Answer comes from England. 

35. The late Omichaund having left a considerable part of his Fortune 
to be laid out in Charities in all parts of the World, his Focccutor, Huzzoora- 
mul has requested us to remit by this Conveyance the Sum of fifteen hundred 
Current Rupees tr Pounds Sterling one hundred seventy five to the Governors 
of the Magdalen House & the like Sum to the Governors, of the Foundling 
Hospital for the uses of those Charities respectively & further that We would 
receive into your Cash the Sum of Thirty seven Thousand five Hundred Cur¬ 
rent Rupees there to remain for ever & the Interest to be remitted annually 
to the beforementioned Charities. 

36. want of regular Reports from the Pilots of Vessels importing and 
exporting'^ We have not been able to form the Ship Book you require, but 
in order that the same may be always kept up in future as well as that We may 
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be enabled to judge of the Qualifications of the several Pilots in your Service 
We formed some regulations in Consultation of the ist Inst, for the observance 
of the Master Attendant & which We thought the more necessary as more fre¬ 
quent Accidents have happened to Ships in the River during the course of last 
Year than ever was known before & this leads us to repeat the request made 
to you in the 137th Paragraph of our last general Address fer young Men of 
good Recommendations to be sent out to be brought up to the River Service. 

37. As much of the Purnca Petre as could be refined in time is loaded in 
this Ship invoiced at six Rupees p Maund the Waste and Expense of re6ning 
amounting exactly to one Rupee. 

38. We have enclosed in the Packet a list of all the Surgeons and Assis¬ 
tants in your Service on your Establishment, those which are entertained as 
Camp surgeons & marked to in the list have not hitherto been esteemed 
as entitled to succeed to be head Surgeons at the Presidency, but as by their 
experience in the Nature of the Disorders in this Country they mus» be sup¬ 
posed more capable of applying the proper remedies than any new Men We 
beg leave to recommend to yrur Honors to anpoint them to succeed in such 
Order as you shall think proper. 

39. A large quantity of Sea Coal being required for the different Service 
of the Marine & New Fort we request you will direct the Storekeepers Indent 
for that Article to be fully complied with. 

40. Your Snow Leopard ever since her Dispatch from hence in Deer. 
1760 has been employed under the direction of the President & Council 
at Madras, but We daily expect her to return here. 

41. The amount of Bills drawn on your Honors by this Ship as advised 
particularly in the Postscript is CRs. 169913-IC-9 


by the Danish Ship 

34285-11-6 

by the Warren .... 

. 432811-15-3 

by the Holdernesse 

. 660628- 2-6 

by the Plasscy .... 

. 614610 -2-9 

and by the Hawke . * . 

• 996055-100 

Total by the ships of this Season 

. 2908304 - 4-9 


which is a larger Amount than usual, but as your honors have not limitted 
our Drafts to any particular Sum We thought it improper to refuse any 
Money that was tendered to use for Bills & as we have dispatched five 
ships with full Cargoes We hope it will prove no Inconvenience it has enabled 
us the better to answer the Drafts of the other Presidencies & to send a 
Supply of Treasure to Canton But if in future your Honors would not have 
us go beyond a yearly Sum you will please to give us your Directions 
accordingly. 

42. We have sent you on this Ship at the request of Colofiel Coote, 
Lieutenaint Manning disordered in his Senses, and five Invalid Soldiers of 
His Majestey*s 84th Regt: We have likewise sent twenty French Gentlemen on 
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LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1762 

Kkwajah Petrus^ activiHes suspected. 


To the Hon’blc the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’bie the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it Please Your Honors— 

[i.] This is Purposely to accompany our proceedings in an enquiry 
concerning a correspondence Said to have been carried on by Coja Petruse 
an inhabitant of this Place, to the Company’s great detriment, and the Danger 
of Disturbing the Tranquility of the Country; we cannot yet determine whether 
the said Charge is well groui^ed or not, but shall use our utmost endeavourg 
either to procure proofs of the reality of the correspondence, or of the forgery 
should it be one. 

[2.] And we take this Opportunity of requesting your Honors to resolve 
us what measures we may lawfully take in cases of this nature, and particularly 
what proofs are Sufficient to authorize us to Seize the Papers of the accused 
Person. 


We are may it Please your Honors 

Your Honors most Faithfiill and most Obedient 
Humble Servants 

Fort William Henry Vansittart / Peter Amyatt/John Camac/ 

8th of April 1762 Warren Hastings / John Johnstone / William Hiy 


. 30 

LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1762 

Shipping news. 


To the Hon’blc the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’blc 
the united Company of Merchants of Ei^land trading to the East Indies 

May it please Your Honors 

[i.] Our Address by the Godolphin was dated the 8th Iqstant, but 
before the Packet was closed & the Master Attendant sent down with her 
Dispatches We were infonned that a leak had beoi discovered below the Bends 
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of the Ship whereupon We thought it necessary to give fresh Orders to the 
Master Attendant at the same time he carried down her Dispatches & 
Packets to make a careful! I^^ey of OoAc^iidh & in case he found her 
not fit to proceed the Voyage to deliver the Captain a Protest & return 
with her Packets. 

[2.] This day We received the Master Attendant’s Report setting forth 
the bad Ooiidition of the Ship in consequence df whieh he had delivered the 
Commander the Protest as directed & returned with the Packets to TTcnvn. 

[3.] We received likewise a Letter from Captain Roddam informing 
us the Ship could not safely proceed her Voyage until she had had some re¬ 
pair which could not he given her at Kedgeree and therefore requested per¬ 
mission to bring her up to Town. 

[4.] Taking these Circumstances into consideration We directed the Ex¬ 
port Warehouse keeper to reland her Cargo and resolved to turn t|ie Ship 
Out of the Company’s Service untill her repairs are Compleated & she be 
again tendered to us and found upon survey to he in fit Condition to receive 
the Company’s Cargo to proceed to Europe. 

[5.] Some days before We received a Letter from Captain Roddam 
representing the lateness of the Season for proceeding to Europe, the risk arid 
difficlilty of getting out of the River, & for these reasoriS protesting against 
the Company for all Losses & Damages, In answer to which We wrote him 
that the cause of the lateness of his Ship’s Dispatch for England was the lateness, 
of her return from her Judda Voyage which delay having been entirely oc¬ 
casioned by the faults & bad Condition of the Ship which made Captain 
Hutchinson think it necessary to carry her into the Dock at Bombay that, 
therefore We esteemed him (the Conunandcr) & the part Owners of the 
said Ship to he answerable for all bad Consequences and so We protested in 
our turn—Copies of all the Letters & Protests before referred to are now en¬ 
closed for your Honors information from No. i to No. 10. 

[6.] If the Godolphin can get a sufficient repair at this place so as to be 
found upon a carefull Survey to befit to proceed to Europe We shall take her 
again into the Company’s Service & load her and dispatch her as soon as 
possible after she Is tendered. 

[7I But should the Godolphin upon further Examination be found so 
faulty as not to be capable of being repaired here We shall want (to take on 
boatxl the Cargo intended for her).One Ship 

for the remains of our last years 
InVesthient as mentioned lii our 
Address of the 8th Instant to be dis¬ 
patched in the month of August 

.?qKl if nothing 'happens to disappoint I 

the h'opca/^fe now have of a good > five riefi Ships or sut umal Ships 
Itivestttlent this Seasofi We shkl| be able X . . 
io giVU a Iditdlfig to. ' ’ ' . ' 


> One small Ship intended to be the 
I Admiral Watson or ^^al George 
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[8.] Wc now write on this Subject to the Preridencies of Fort St. George 
and Bombay requesting that as soon as they are informed of the number of 
Ships taken up to come to India this Season they may take such Measures as 
may be necessary for providing us with sufficient Tonnage for our Goods. 


We are 


Fort William 
26th April 1762. 
Original transmitted 


May it please your Honors Your Honors 
most faithfull and most Obedient Humble 
Servants 


Via Madrass & Bombay 

Dupl. & Tripl. copies p Henry Van Sittart / Peter Amyatt/ 

Godolphin & P Adml. Watson John Johnstone / William Hay. 
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LETTER DATED 30 OCTOBER 1762 

Shipping news—imports from England—gunpowder mills at Perrin*s Garden 
re-opened—difficulties regarding assay of gold in India—arrangements regarding invest¬ 
ment and supply of saltpetre—ban on export of raw silk from China—outcome of Hastings* 
mission to Mir Qasim—limited assistance to Raja of Manipur against Burma — Vansit- 
tart's proposed visit to Mir Qasim at Monghyr—explanation regarding proposal to 
escort Shah Alam to Delta and return of tankhwah lands to Mir Qasim—increase in 
ground-rent of Calcutta—enquiry into frauds in connection with fortifications — Col. Cail 
laud’s complicity in plot to murder Shah Alam — Company’s servants prohibited from 
private correspondence uxith H.M.’s ministers regarding Company's affairs—payment 
of lost bonds—account of restitution—war with Spain declared—expedition against 
Philippines—Board not empowered to grant letters of marque—confinement of 
Xandkumar proposed—bills of exchange. 

To the-Hon’ble the Court 9! Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honors 

1. By the Godolphin, the last of the Ships dispatch’d from this Presi¬ 
dency, We addressed your Honors one Letter bearing date the 8th of April 
but ^at Ship having from several Accidents, which will be mentioned under 

•their proper Heads,.been prevented from proceeding on her Voyage, our 
. said Address, still remains in her former Packet and Duplicate of it will he 
received by the Admiral Watson. 

2. We have this Year rec’d Your Commands by the several Ships dated 
the 3Qth Septr. with Postscript of the 7th Octr. & 23rd. Deer. 1761 
87* Jan’ry & 19th Febr’y 1762. 

31 
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3. The Oodolphins ■ailing having been protracted by various Accidents 
till this Time, We now dispatch her to your Honors, & along with her your 
Ship the Admiral Watson by both which Conveyances We shall acquaint 
you with the Transactions of this Government under the established Heads. 

First of Shipping 

4. You have already been advised of the Arrival of the Norfolk. Youf 
Ships the Chesterfield, Tilbury, Clinton, Drake 8 c Hardwick imported 
eafely at Fort St. George on the following dates, 14th March, a5th 
June, nth July, 3rd & 12th August, & after the necessary Detention 

Com. at that Presidency being dispatched from thence arrived 

74 River the Chesterfield on the 31 st May, the Clinton 

30 th A^. the 22nd August, the Tilbury & Drake on the 7th 

September, the Hardwick on the ist October and your own Ship Admiral 
Watson likewise imported from Fort St. George on the 30th of August. The 
Gentlemen at that Presidency advise us that the following Ships have this 
year arrived with them & been dispatched to China namely the True Brit¬ 
ton & Royal Captain from Bombay, the Osterlcy from Bencoolen, and the 
Essex from England—the Grosvenor imported there at the same time with the 
Hardwick but We have had no advice of her sailing for China neither have We 
yet received any Account of the Arrival of the Walpole or E. of Ashbumham 
nr of the other Coast and China or Bombay Ships. 

5. Your Honors may perceive from our Correspondence with the other 
Presidencys, that We Calculated upon being able to dispatch home six Ships 

this Season besides the Adml. Watson & therefore 

6 th Augt. requested We might not be disappointed in that Quan¬ 
tity of Tonnage; this Calculation was made upon the 
footing of giving to each Ship three Hundred Tons of Salt Petre but 
We since find from an Estimate made of our Investment, that by the great 
Deficiency in the Article of Salt Petre, owing to the unseasonable Rains, & 
the Supplys We shall be obliged to tend of it to Madrals 8c Bcnabay, We 
shall not have it in our power to give to each Ship more than 250 Tons & 
by that means We shall only dispatch five Charter’d Ships & the Adml, 
Watson with full Cargoes, & the Sixth with a part Loading to be filled Up 
At'Madras. 

6. Accordii^iy We purpose, if the Walpole & £. of Ashbumham arrive 
aalh to diiqpatch those Ships home, after the Iflbury, Drake & Hardwick, 
8c die Clinton We intend sending to Fort St. George in the montih of January 
with her Proportion of Salt Petre to be filled up & dispatdhed home from 
thence, 

7. '*!^^ Gentlemen at Bombay having wrote us in their last Letters, that 
they wi)il send us round two of their Ships, besides the Winchelsea, destin’d 
by your Honors for a particular Voyage, We have determined to return one 
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back to them with what SaH Petre may remain to be ient of this Years Stipply; 
on tile other We intend lading the Stores indented for from Fort Marlbro; 
to sail first to Fort St. GUlorge & take in the further Supplies to be sent from 
there, & then proceed to her place of Destination at Marlbro; where having 
deliver’d her Lading, We shall recommend her taking on board a Cargo 
of Pepper Be being dispatched to China. The Winchelsca We shall endeavor 
to employ in such a manner, as to save her earnings to the Company, & prove 
advantageous to Capt. Howe. 


8. In an Address dated the 26th of April & dispatched overland to 
Cons. Bombay & Madras to be forwarded by the first Op« 

r 26 th 1 April portunity’s from those places. We acquainted your 

[ 27 th?] April Honors that the Godolphin after all her Goods wer[c] 
sent down and her Packetts about being dispatch’d to Ingcllec was reported 
by Capt. Roddam to the President to be in a doubtfull Condition! 
owing to a part of her Sheathing having rubb’d off and the Wormt 
having penetrated to one of her main Planks. The President immediately 
acquainted the Board of this Circumstance in Consultation the 19th of 
April; whereupon Orders were given to the Master Attendant to survey 
the said Ship bdbre he deliver’d her Dispatches, and in case of her 
proving to be not in fit Condition to proceed on her Voyage to Great Britain, 
then to protest against the Commander & part Owners of said Ship Be 
return to Town with the Packetts. Next Council day being the 2nd of April 
We received a Letter from Capt. Roddam setting forth that his Ship had been 

prevented by the So. erly [southerly] winds from getting 
22nd April lower than Kedgeree, that she might be a considerable 
Time longer before she reached Ingellee, after which it 
might take much Time to receive on board the remainder of her 
Cargo as the least fresh of Wind Would prevent it; and further as the Season 
was so far advanced he thought it improper if not impossible to proceed to 
tea; for which reasons, he Protested in the name of his Owners against the 
Company for all Damages. 


9, 'The said Letter & Protest from Capt. Roddam being taken into 
Consideration it appeared to us, that the late dispatch of the Ship was owing 
entirely to her not arriving from her Judda Voyage* till the aoth of February 
which delay was occasion’d solely by the bad Condition of the said Ship, 
which made Captn. Hutchinson think necessary to carry her into Dock at 
Bombay; After her arrival in the River no time was lost in unloading & loa* 
ding her again with all possible Expedition; The first Sloops with her Europe 
Cargo were di^tched from Town the 5th of March, & the last Sloop 
was dispatched the 3rd April; all which Reasons we set forth in a Letter to 
Captn. Roddam in answer to his Be Concluded with Protesting against him 
and the past Owners for all Deficieneys, Losses Be Damages that ^might be 
occasioned by his Delay in receiving on board his Cargo for Europej 
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|0. The 26 of April We rec*d our Master Attendantt Letter acquainting 
US that He had made a carefull Survey of the Godolphin, assisted by the Conv 

pany’s Carpenter & found her to be in bad Condition 

Cons. 26 April as particularly mentioned in the said Letter and that 
it was his Opinion she must be repaired before she 
could be in proper Condition to take on board the Company’s Cargo 
for Europe, for which Reason he had Protested as by us directed. The same 
Day We received also a Letter from Capt. Roddam^ 
26 April acquainting us that the Ship was not in Condition to 

proceed on her Voyage to Europe ’till she was repaired^ 
^ therefore requesting Leave to bring her to Town for that Purpose. 

11. Hereupon We resolved to dismiss the said Ship from the Company’s 
Service, untill she should be found on a fresh Survey in fit Condition to pro¬ 
ceed oh her Voyage to Great Britain; which resolution We accordingly nude 
known to Capt. Roddam in answer to his said Letter, confirming at the same 
Time the Protest delivered by our Master Attendant, on board the Ship, and 
directing our Export Warehouse Keeper to unlade the Company’s Goods with 
all possible Exp^ition. We at the same time, permitted Capt. Roddam to 
keep on board such part of the Salt Petre & Redwood, as he might find 
necessary for keeping his Ship in Grim [trim] in case of his resolving to bring 
her up to Town. We mention this last Circumstance that in case the Owners 
should make a plea that some of the Company’s Goods remained on board. 
It may be known that they remained for the conveniency of the Ship & not 
of the Company, 

12. The 7th of June Capt. Roddam wrote in a Letter acquainting us that 

his Ship had been repaired, was in good Condition and 
7th June ready to take on board the Company’s Cargo: where¬ 
upon We directed a Survey to be made by the Master 
Attendant, three experienced Commanders, & the Company’s Carpenter. 


13. The 14th of the said Month We rec’d their Report, that they had 
carefully Survey’d the said Ship & as far as they 
14 th June could discover found her in proper Condition to 

receive on board the Company’s Cargo for Europe; whe¬ 
reupon We diiected the Master Attendant to acquaint 
us with his Opinion, when the Pilots could take 
i^arge of her to carry her out of the !^vcr. 


« c 


14: The 2 i 8 t of June We received his Report & Opinion that she could 


21st June 


ot with Safety leave the River untill the middle qf 
August; upon which We resolved to deferr taking he 


into the Service untill the proper Season for lading on board her Cargo, of 


.which resolution We'gave due Notice to Capt. Roddam. 


15. 28th of JunejWe received a Letter from Capt. Roddam uiging 
the same Reasons as he had before mentioned for the delay of the Ship, & 
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protesting on behalf of his Owners for all Damages that might accrue from 

her being dismissed the Company’s Service, as We had 
Cong. 28th June already set forth very folly, the Reasons for our 
Opinion that the Owners must be accountable for all the 
Delays of the said Ship, We did not think it necessary to send Capt. Roddam 
any Answer to this Letter, but on the 26th of July, We agreed to take 

the Ship again into the Service & ordered the Export 
^ Warehouse Keq)er to begin to lade her. On the asrd of 
August a Pilot was ordered to take charge of the Ship & carry her down to 
Ingellee, but the Southerly Winds & Freshes rendering her Passage very 
tedious, We have been prevented dispatching her so soon as We intended. 

16. The delivering the Norfolk’s Cargo took up an extraordinary long 
Time, owing to her arriving at a Season when Boats cannot be employ’d 
down the River on account of the violent Southerly Winds, & all the Sloops 
that could be hired were attending upon the Godolphin with her Cargo for 
Europe; a considerable Part thcrefoie of the Norfolk’s Cargo necessarily re¬ 
mained on board untill the Ship came up to Town after which also much 
delay was occasion’d by Capt. Me. Conochies backwardness in delivering the 

Goods to the boats which were sent for them all which 
^ being represented to the Board by the Import Ware¬ 
house Keeper in Consultation the 5th of July, We determined that a Cal¬ 
culate should be made of the Time lost by such backwardness, & 
that We should deduct so much from the Owners Account; upon which 
the necessary Orders being given and Capt. Me. Conochie acquain- 
thereof. He delivered in a Letter the 8th of July representing that he 
& his Officers had used all proper Diligence in 
delivering the Ship, & that the Delays were owing to 
Company’s People; an Enquiry therefore became necessary to 

ascertain the Truth of this Matter & for which purpose We directed 

Capt. Me. Conochie to attend the Board; himself 
12th July being indisposed his Purser attended on his behalf 
the 12th of July when it appeared that there remained 
on board the Ship on her Arrival at Town Tons 172 Cw 10 lb 5 of 
the Company’s Goods, that with the three Boats employed by the Import 
Warehouse Keeper for receiving the Company’s Goods, she should have 
been cleared in three Days at farthest the whole Quantity of Goods on board 
being only the Tonnage of nine Boats if they had been returned with their 
proper Cargoes; instead of which the Officer of the Ship employed the Boats 
in fortyseven Trips which took up twenty eight Days; It appearing also by the 
Confession of the chief Officer of the Ship, that only Thirty and Thirty five 
Men were kept on board after the Ships Arrival at Town whereas by her 
Charter party she was obliged to have Eighty, It could no longer be 
disputed but that the Delay was owing to the Officers of the Ship & not to 

the Company; whereupon It was resolved that only 
three Days demorage should be allowed after the 


ted 


the 


8 th July 


l9tJ\July 
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Shipps Arrival at Town, & the Account to be closed ac<»rdingly to ^ 
3rd ofjune the Account was therefore made up d: laid before the Board 
On the igth of July & the Ballance due to the Owners £str oi88-i6-g 
order’d to be paid out of the Treasury. 

17. We advised in our Letter of the 8th April of our having taken up the 
Norfolk for a Trip to Chittagong but so much Time 
3 rd May being spent in unloading her Capt. Me. Gonochie 
delivered in a Letter of the 3d. of May representing 
that he thought it impracticable to attempt the Voyage; and We have it 
now under Consideration to send one of the Ships of this Season, to bring 
the Timbers which have been cut at that Place for the Buildings in the new 
Fort. 


18. The Chesterfield was deliver’d on the 19th of July, as reported by the 
23 d A Warehouse Keeper to the Board the a3rd of Aiigu«t 

r “gust jjjjj Observation that a small Qpantity of Copper 

WM kept on board a few Days longer at the request of her Commander; In 
consequence of which her Account was ordered to be made up to the 19th 

30 th A t J“ly> Consultation on receipt of a 

Letter from Capt. Duff, representing the Necessity ol 
his stoj^ing the Delivery for a few days ’till he had a sufficient Weight in the 
Ships bottom to prevent her coming by any Damage We agreed to allow him 
two days more demorage for the Time it would have taken to have unload¬ 
ed the remaining Copper, & the Account Current made up accordingly to 
the 21 St of July is enter’d after our Consultation of the 30th Augt. Bal¬ 
lance whereof due to the Owners being 1231-13-11 was ordered to be Dis¬ 
charged. 


19. We must acquaint your Honors that Capt. Marchant died on the 9th 
Jtuie & was Succeeded in the command of the Chesterfield by his chief Offi¬ 
cer Mr. Duff the Ship was put up to Sale under the Limitations agreed on 
between the Company & the Owners, but no Purchasers offering the Agents 
for the Owners have returned the Ship to Fort St. George. 

20. Capt. Me. Conochie of the Norfolk died also on the 1st of August St 
the Ship being put up to Sale was purchased by Mr. Hardwidk. 

21. We have not yet rcc’d any one of the four Schooners which We re¬ 
quested so long ago from Bombay for the Pilot’s Service but We are promised 
that one of them will come round this Season; & We likewise expect the two 
which We order’d to be built at Chittagong about the end of the Year* 

22. Your Honors may be assured that We shall avoid putting you to any 
unnecessary Expence in this or any other branch of your Affairs, but it being 
of the utffiqst Consequence to the Safety of your own Ships as well as of tho]|e 
of piivyie Traders residing under your Protection, to have the River supplied 
with a sufficient Number of Pilots & Pilot Vessels, We are perswaded your 
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Honon wpl agree with us in opinion that too much of Bcoaomy ia this 
Article will be bad Policy in the end. 

23. Your Honors directions in the 3rd Para, of Your Letter under th^ 
19th of Febry. relative to the Terms on which the French Prisoners are to be 
sent home, have always been conformed to, & shall continue to be so, 

24. On the Adnd. Watson We have sent you fifteen French Prisoners 
agreeable to the List enclosed in the Packet. 

25. The Leopard Snow and the Guddalore Schooner returned here front 
Madrass in the months of April fo May having been long employed imder th® 

Qqjjj orders of that Presidency without recemng the neces- 

Octr. Repairs they arrived here in very bad Condition 

but being now refitted are capable of any Services that 
may be found most usefull the former is at present under dispatch to Chit¬ 
tagong with a Supply of Stores. 

Secondly of Goods from Europe or from One pant of India to another. 

26. For the Sales of your Woollen Goods, Copper and Lead, We beg 
leave to refer your Honors as usual to the Account of the publick Sale on the 
17th August & following Days, which is enter’d after the Consultation of the 

30 tfa A t August & goes a number in the Packet, amounting 

to Current Rupees eight Hundred twenty three thousand 
seven Hundred & Eighty four Annaes. We need only desire your Honors 
Inspection of those Sales for information of the low Price which Copper 
bears with us at present; & as We find by Letters from the other Presidencies 
desiring js to assist them in Vending that Article, that the Consumption 
is equally at a Stand in the other parts of India, We trost your Honors will 
regulate yourselves accordingly In the Export untill you receive from us 
or your other Settlements more favorable Advices. 

27. You will observe that Broad Cloth sold for a higher Price than at the 
foimer sale, but Perpets continuing still out of Demand We beg leave to repeat 
our Recommendation for sending none or as few as possible. 

28. We have rec’d your Consignments of Madeira Wine, by the several 
ships arrived here, & at Fort St. George, which touch’d at Madeira. The 
same has been landed in good Order & proves good in its Qiiality. In com¬ 
pliance with your Honors Commands We determined to 

30 th Augt. distribute no further Gratuitys of this Article, but to grant 

to each Covenant & Military Servants their respective 
Proportions upon their paying for it according to your honors stipulatcfl 
Rate & expose the Remainder at a publick Sale for what it might fetch which 
Determination stands minuted on our Consultotion of the 30th of August; 
wtd as We chearfully acquiesce in your Honors Commands for paying the 
advance of ao P Cent. We entreat you will comply with our strenuous 
Solicitations for regular Supplies of this Article annually. 
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3 $. In the 33rd. Para, of ow last Address under the established Heads, 
We informed your Honors of having put a stop to the making of Gunpowder 
at the Old Mills at Perrins, together with our Reasons for that Step; but as 
We have been disappointed in our Expectations of finishing the New Mills 
so speedily as We hoped for, We were obliged to direct Mr. Smith powder- 
Maker to put the old Mills again in repair & begin making Powder at them 
as soon as the Season would permit. 

30. The Gunpowder made here although proper enough for common 
Service is found not to be fit for Musquet Cartridges We request therefore 
that your Honors will not fail to send us yearly as much as your Ships can 
conveniently bring of this Article. 

31. Regarding our Mint We Wrote your Honors very fully last Year, 
in the 34 to 38 Para, of our Letter under the established Heads; in answer 
to what you direct in your Letter of this Season, We Must inform your Honors, 
that We can find no Persons in this Country who are sufficiently acquainted 
with the Art of assaying Gold, & supposing We had a Person acquainted with 
the Method, the Process cannot be undertaken without every kind of 
Mint utensil, which it is not in our Power here to provide. 

32. We observe what your Honors write us regarding the Cornish Tin 
& when you are pleased to send us a further sample. We shall Certainly make 
of it the most accurate trial possible and advise your Honors particularly of 
the I'iuccess. 


Thirdly of Investment 

33. Our Cloth & Silk Investment this Year will consist of good [j 
three Thousand eight Himdred Bales & Chests, for the several transactions 
in the provision of which at the Subordinates & Aurungs, as well as the other 

business of the Subordinates, We beg leave to refer 
2 thAugt. Honors to omr Books of Letters & Abstracts of 

our \urung Accoimts. 


;i4- A general Sketch of the Advances already made for our Investment 
are nearly as follows vizt. 

To the Calcutta Aunmgs fifteen Lacks 
To Cossimbuzar about Eight Lacks 
To Dacca . . Four Lacks 

To Luckypore . Two Lacks 

To Mauldah . . Two Lacks 


Patna has been supplied with two Lacks of Rupees besides the large Drafts 
they have made by Bills of Exchange, but as their Accoimts are blended 
with the Charges of the Military stationed there. We cannot exactly ascertain 
how much tjiey have employed for their Investment which they acquaint us 
will this ye^T consist of 70,000 Maunds of Petre &. 40,000 Pss [pieces] of 
doth. 
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35. The Gentlemen at CShittagong have advised us that they expect to 
provide this Year between Eight & Ten thousand Pieces of Cloth of different 
'Sortments, which when rec’d shall be carehilly inspected ; & if they prove 
-equal to the Musters sent you last Year, the enlarging of the Provision 
shall be strongly recommended. 


36. Fair Transcripts of your List of Investment rec’d by the Ships of , 


Con*. 4tli Octr. 


the Season have been forwarded to their respective Sub¬ 
ordinates, with special Directions to conform thereto as 


far as the Provision yet to make of any of the Articles will possibly allow them* 


37. In the month of March last, to comply in part with the earnest 
Demands from the Presidency at Bombay for Salt Petre, we Ship’d on board 
two Country Vessels called the William & Fatty dad 2500 Bags ; but We 
[ ] Mar sorry to inform your Honors that the former Vessel 

having a thousand Bags on board was taken on her 
Passage by a French Frigate; the other not being able to make her Passage 
round Ceylon put into Trincomalay, & the Gentlemen at Fort St. George 
recommended to the Captain to come there. He has accordingly proceeded 
to Madras and delivered his Salt Petre which has proved a good Supply for 
their October Ship. 


38. The Gentlemen at Bombay having represented to us in their Letter 
of the 7th June in the most earnest Terms their wants of Salt Petre & 
demanded a supply of no less than Twenty thousand Bags or Forty thousand 
Maimds, & they have also required of us from Madrass in their Letter of the 
24th June to furnish them with Two hundred Tons, We wrote immediately 
to the Chief & Council at Patna to know what they expected would be 
the produce of their Salt Petre Investment that We might be enabled i 
possible to comply with their Demands. By their Answer of the 23rd July, 
We were concerned to find that from the unseasonable Rains which had 
fallen in the beginning of the Year, that the Outturn of that Article would fall 
short, no less than 20,000 Maunds of our original Expectations. It was in 
consequence of this Advice therefore that We determined in Cons, of the 
2nd August to confine our own dispatch of Ships home to five, with 250 
Tons of Petre on each as mentioned in the 5th Para, of this Letter, and 
furnish the other Presidencys with Thirty Thousand 
2nd Augt. Maunds, namely—Twenty thousand to Bombay & 

Ten thousand to Fort St. George, Three thousand 
Maunds of the latter Quantity We have already sent 
to the Coast on the Spencer Country Ship for compleat- 
6th Sq>tr. ing the Tonnage of the Ship they purpose to dispatch 

home^his Month, & the remainder We shall send 
them, as already mentioned, in the month of Jan’y by the 
Clinton. We have likewise laden Six thousand Maunds 
4tb Octr. for Bombay on the Country Ship Adml. Pococ|f now under 

Dispatch, & shall forward them the Ballance of their . 
^Proportion by one of the Ships which may come round. 
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3f. The Ten Lacks We consigned to Port St. George to be for- 

Com. 26 th Aorl China, as advised in our Addresses of last 

^ * Season „i arrived safe except the one Ladt 

laden on board the Prince Edward Country Ship which left the River on 
the first April & has not §ince been heard of, & indeed We arc afraid 
from the long Time she has been missing that she is totally lost. 


40. The Gentlemen at Fort St. George have since wrote us that the now 
tranquil State of their Affairs has enabled them to encrease this Stock to four¬ 
teen Lacks of Rupees and that they have dispatched with it to China the 
Osterley & the Royal Captain & the True Briton which were sent round 
to them from Bombay. 


41. Mr. Claude D’Laporte has arrived on the Hardwicke, & pursuant 
to your Orders shall be employ’d in such manner as may seem most eligible 
for improving & assisting our CBoth Investment. 


43. As the Ships to be dispatched this Season will have a large Proportion 
of Bale Goods than the last, the Amount of their Invoices will consequently 
be greater, but We shall be careful to make the five bhips as equal a» 
possible. 


43. Considering the Prohibition of exporting Raw Silk from China 
We thought proper to direct our Chief & Council at Cossimbuzar to extend 

their Provision of that Article as much as possible and 
18th Octr. in Consequence of Information from Mr. de la Porte 
that Silk piece Goods in their natural Colour, would 
be most proper for several of the Markets in Europe where they would 
dye them of such Colours as best suited their own Taste and Customs we 
have directed five Chests to be sent in that State & shall forward one to 
your Honors by each Ship for a Trial. 

44. We have given a strict Charge to our Export W H K. to endeavor, 
if possible to discover the Cause of the Deficiency’s found in some of the Bales 
of which your Honours transmitted us a List & to take effectual Care to 
prevent any such Accident for the future. 


Fourthly of Transactions with the Country Government 

45. We acquainted your Honors in our Address of the 8th April that 
Mr. Hastings was gone on a Deputation to the Nabob with a view chiefly 
to confirm the Friendship between us & remove some little Jealousies 9 c 
Apprehensions which We had reason to imagine he had conceived from 
some false Reports which had been industriously spread in the Country 
& widi further Instructions from the Majority of the Board to make a 
demknd of the twenty Lacks he had offered the Presid^t & the other Gentle¬ 
men present of the Select Committee at the time of concluding the Treaty 
for prom^ihg him to the Neabut or Deputy Government of the Provinces 
under the Nabob JafHer Ally Cawn & succeeding to the Subahaship after 
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him. To thfB ftrst of Mr. Hastings's mstmctiosis the Nabob aimvoed that 
the little Disputes which fell out between his People & Ours & which 
would sometimes unavoidably happen did not weaken his Confidence in our 
Friendship upon which he rested his chief Dependance, To the Second he 
absolutely refused to comply with the demand for twenty Lacks urging that 
he had fulfilled all his Engagements & was under no Obligation to give 
such a Sum or any Sum to the Company or any Person whatever. For 
further particulars We beg leave to refer your Honors to our Correspondence 
with Mr. Hastings during his Absence & the Memorial deliver’d to him by 
the Nabob entered in Consn. of the 14th June. 


46. In Consultation of the 4th October, the President s«it to the Board 
Cons. a Letter which he had rec’d from Mr. Verdst at 

4th 0«r. Chittagong, containing an Invitation which had been 

made to him & his Council by the Rajah of (a) Mcckley to assist him in 
obtaining redress for some Grievances he complained 
<a) Meddey is a to have suffer’d from the Burmahs, & enclosing a 

250MuLtothe paper of Articles of Alliance which the Rajah had 

Ewtward of tender'd to be executed between him & us for this 

Mon^oof ^ purpose. Which Letter & Articles of Alliance 
the Capitai of being tsdcen into Consideration it was the Opinion of the 
vince*.***^ Board that the Articles was [nV] very favmrablc and that 

the Opportunity would be no less so. If we could with 
propriety come into the Sdteme for obtaining reparation from the Burmahs 
for the repeated Ill-treatment of our Factory at Negraise; but as it was 
judged n^essary & proper before we proceeded further, to call for the Opinion 
of Colonel Coote & Major Carnac upon the Subject, The Secretary was 
order’d to summon them to the next Consultation. 


47. At our next Consultation the Colonel being indisposed could not 
attend, but the President & Major being both present, the consideration 

of this Affair was resumed; when the President 
[. .]Octr. laid before the Board Translates of some Letters 

which he had received from the King & Shujah Dowla earnestly 
solliciting the Assistance of a large body of Troops to enable the King 
to gain possession of the Capital this Application we are informed by a 
Letter from Mr. Ellis to the President laid before the Board at the same 
time, has been owing to a powcrfull Alliance made by the former Vizir 
Gazoadin Gawn against Shuja Dowla & which is headed by the Abdallees. As 
we cannot yet foresee what Revolutions & Troubles may be produced from 
this Alliance & how far they may affect Bengal We judged it improper 
for the presemt to detach any Europeans to so distant a quarter as Meckley; 
but it being likewise thought prudent not to lose the Opportunity of con¬ 
tracting an Alliance with the R;yah of Meckley It was resolved to detach a. 
Force consisting of six Omopany's of Seapoys commanded by^three Officers 
to take a post at Moneypoor, & there under the direction of Mr. V^dst 
or one of his Council, make themselves acquainted with the Strength Nature 
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and Dispositions of the Burmahs, & of this Intelligence to send us advice 
but to proceed to no Hostilities without our positive Directions. We arc hope- 
■^iill that this undertaking will open to us a road for obtaining Satisfaction 
for the many Injuries we have Suifer’d from the Burmahs & in case nothing 
-disturbs our Tranquillity to the Northward We shall certwnly embrace it* 

48. In answer to the Kings Application for Troops the President has 
wrote him a complimentary Letter informing him of his intended Journey 
up the Country, & that he will again pay his more immediate Respects to 
him when he arrives at Mongheer. When the President arrives there he pur¬ 
poses conferring with the Nabob on this Subject. & having by this means 
j[ained Time to be further informed of the Views & Connections of the 
several Chiefs, we shall pursue such Measures as shall seem most proper for 
preserving the Tranquillity of these Provinces and sccxiring the Company’s 
Possessions & Interests under our Care. 

49. With this View as well as for the Sake of the Change of Air the Pre¬ 
sident set out a few days past for Mongheer where he will have an Interview 

with the Nabob & concert with him the most necessary 
Cons. 18 th Octr. obtaining those Salutary Ends. This meeting 

which the Nabob has frequently urged & requested will we arc hopefull 
have the effect of removing entirely all those idle reports which a few busy 
People have industriously propagated about the Country with the design of 
alarming & making him uneasy, as likewise those mutual Jealousies which it 
has not failed to cause between our People & the Government in most 
parts of the Country to the interruption of the private Trade. 

50. It may be proper in this place to say a few words in answer to the 
30th, 31st & 32nd Para, of your Commands of the 19th February i76[8] To 
the first We have only to assure your Honors that it was ever far from our 
Thoughts to put the Company to the Expence of the Allowance of 1000 Rupees 
a day made to the Shawzadah & to acquaint you the whole Charge was 
born[c] by the Nabob. To the Second your Honors may observe from the 
Proceedings of the Select Committee & from the whole Tenor of our Corres¬ 
pondence that We never regarded the Expedition to Delhy as an Under¬ 
taking to be wished for in itself but only as Secondary to the Tranquility 
of Bengal that is that it would be better to join a part of our Force with the 
Bhawzadah to conduct him to his Capital than to employ the same Force 
in carrying on a War against him in Bengal. ■ To the third We hoped that 
the reasons given in the 68th & 69th Paragraphs of our Address of the i6th 
January 1761 would have been sufficient to satisfy your Honors of the pro¬ 
priety of giving back the Tuncaw Lands to the Nabob the Sum of those Rea¬ 
sons was that the Nabob had a right to Claim them offering other Security 
for the Ballance the term of the Assignment being expired & that We had 
a view of Ketting Burdwan (by far the most considerable of those Lands) 
ceded to the Company and which being first cleared from the Mortgage or 
Assignment -Sc old Ballance to be paid by the Nabob separately would be 
so mtich sSij^ed or gained to the Company We shall only add now that the 
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Event has proved the Justness of our reasoning & that the Company in 
Effect have gained Sixteen lack of Rupees by this measure. 

Fifthly, of Revenues 

51. In the 73d. Paragraph of our general Address of last Season by the 
Hawke your Honors are acquainted that Mr. Sumner had settled the Burdwy i 
Payment with the Rajahfor the Bengal Year 1168 that is from the loth o 
April 1761 to the loth of April 1762 at Thirty two & a half Lacks of Sicca 
Rupees besides the ballance of the Year 1167 being about five Lacks & that 
Mr. Graham was left to attend to the Collection after Mr. Sumner’s return 
to Calcutta. We have now the pleasure to acquaint you that the Collections 
were continued with so much Success that at the end of the Year the out¬ 
standing Ballances were only as follows; 

Of the Year 1167_Rs. 261857-13-6 

Of the Year 1168.105291-10-. 

52. At the beginning of the present Year 1169 We thought necessary 
to send a Member of the Board to make a new Agreement with the Rajah 
& Mr. Johnstone being appointed for that purpose, proceeded accordingly 
toBurdwan. By the Accounts he procured of the State of the Country and its 
total produce he brought the Rajah to an Agreement for the present Year 
1169 to pay Thirty four Lacks pf Sicca Rupees besides the Ballances before- 
mentioned. To this Time the Collections are made to our Satisfaction & if 
nothing happens to interrupt the Tranquility the Country now enjoys We 
hope yet a further increase may be made in this valuable Article of the 
Revenues. 

53. Some Improvements have also been made in Chittagong & 
Midnapoor but being but inconsiderable We refer your Honors to the 
74th and 75th para: of our general Address of the 12th ofNovr. 1761 for 
the amount of those Revenues & to the Proceedings of the Committee of 
New Lands for the particulars of what Alterations have happened. 

54. The Revenues of the three Provinces before mentioned do now 
amount to Forty five Lacks of Sicca Rupees making upwards of Fifty two 
Lacks of Current Rupees so that our Expectations from these new acquired 
Possessions are already fully answered. 

55. In Conformity to what we mentioned in the 9th Para: of our Add¬ 
ress of the 8th April 1762 We have kept the Calcutta Pergunnahs in 
the Company’s hands for the present Year excepting Mahgoorah the lease 
of which is not yet expired. Every Member of the Committee of new Lands 
has Charge of one or more Pergunnahs for the particulars of which Dis¬ 
position & the Informations procured in Consequence upon the several 
Articles mentioned in the aforesaid Para: in our Address of the 8th of 
April We b«® leave likewise to refer your Honors to the proceedings of 
the Committee of new Lanih. 
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5& In Ttisptct to the Salt Farm of the Calcutta Fergunnahs mentioned 
in the same Para: it was often times debated both by the Committee of 
Lands & the Board which would be the most advantageous way of dis* 
posing of it whether by letting the exclusive right of making Salt in each 
Pergunnah, encreasing the Tax upon the Salt pans & so letting every 
Person work as many as he should find convenience or finally keeping 
this Trade in the Company's own hands & making the Salt in [all^ the Cal¬ 
cutta Fergunnahs on their own Account: After hearing the reasons on all 
“Sides it was determined by the Majority of the Board to proceed upon the 
second of the before mentioned Plans & accordingly a Tax of Thirty Sicca 
Rupees was settled upon each Salt pan & leave it free for every Person to 
work them at pleasure the Arguments on all Sides are stated in Consulta¬ 
tion of the 30th August when the question was determined what may be 
the amount of this Revenue cannot be ascertained till the end of the Year as 
We know not what number of Salt pans will be worked the Salt pans spoke 
of in the 12th Para : of our Address before mentioned called Coss Calarrees 
or Government Salt pans make a separate Article the number of them is 

found to be 228J which let last Year for Thirty-eight 
Com. 9 th July Sicca Rupees each they will shortly be let again for 

the present Year. 


57, In the 13th Para: of our Address of the 15th February 1762, we 
mention the difficulty we were under in what manner to assist [assess] the In¬ 
habitants for a proportion of the Expences of repairing Roads, making drains 

&ct. taking that matter again into Consideration it 
[ 1 st Jjuy occurred to us that no better Method could be 
found than increasing the Ground rent as that would lay the burthen equally 
on every Inhabitant Europeans and Natives in proportion to his Possessions 

especially as the former Ground rent for the Town of 
® ^ Calcutta was rated extremely low being only from two to 

three Rupees the Beega & amounting in the whole to Rs. 17744-12-1. We 
determined therefore to double this Tax in lieu of an Assessment for the pur¬ 
poses beforementioned. 


Sixthly of Fortificatmns Buildings & Repairs 

58. Agreeable to your directions we resumed the Enquiry into the 
Trauds committed in this Branch while Mr. Brohier had charge of it; we 
formed ourselves into a Committee for this Purpose, & took to om Assistance 
some of the Senior Servants; there are a great number of Bengal Accounts 
under the examination of Messrs. Bolts & Rogers two of the Committee from 
which some ftirther Discoveries may possibly be made but as yet all that we 
can learn by the examination of the Parties concerned agrees as to the amount 
of the Frauds with the Accoimt entered in the separate consultations on 
this Subject in the Year 1760. 

5g. we are very sorry to have occasion to acquaint you that it is 
asserted py Radakissen Mullick and Ramneddy that the Sum of about 
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Ct. Rj. 40,000 being a part of the said Frauds was received by Mr. Mackett 
4 uring his Paymastei^ip & the Sum of Twenty thousand Rupees by Mr. 
Boddam during his & they add that this is the reason that these two Sums stand 
separate in the account given to Mr. Holwell & entered in the separate 
Consultations 26th June 1760-Our proceedings in this Enquiry are trans¬ 
mitted to your Honors in the Packett. 

60. We can assure your Honors that after the strictest Enquiry, Mr. 
Oiarlton has altogether acquitted himself of having had any Concern 
what ever in the gross Frauds, committed in carrying on the Works, & 
we Rirther think ourselves obliged in Justice to him, to inform you that 
he has fuUly convinc’d us whatever Negligence may appear on his part, 
was entirely owing to his ill State of Health, at the Time which abso¬ 
lutely disabled him from giving the necessary Attention & Attendance 
to the Duties of his OflSce; of which he was so conscious that he requested 
Leave to resign, which Request was refused him as appears by the Consulta¬ 
tion of the 9th October 1758 We therefore hope that you will please to 
take his unfortunate Situation into your Consideration & restore him to 
your Favour. 

61. We have been informed by the Master of a Vesscll who was at 
Columbo About the end of last Year that he saw Mr. Brohier there but that 
he was not cmploy[cd] by the Dutch, We now send the attested copy of 
his Bond which by mistake was omitted before. The suit in the Mayors 
Court of Mary De Lore against the Company is not yet determined, but 
is ready for hearing, We have heard by report that Mr. John Lowis 
died at Batavia. 

62. Your Honors have no doubt been acquainted long ago by the 
President & Council of Bombay of the death of Mr. Mace whose loss is the 

more unlucky as Mr. Amphlett has been obliged by the 
Cons, [..th] Octr. very ill-State of his Health to resign the Chaise of the 
Works; We must do this Gentleman the Justice to 
take notice to your Honors that we firmly believe the Disorder he is subject 
to has been iMrought on him by his close Application to the great Work 
he had in Charge & the continual Fatigue he underwent in the Execution 
thereof & it was the Opinion of the Physicians that he was no Imiger 
able to bear it and that his attempting it would greatly aidanger his Lifo, 
In such Circumstances we could not refuse him leave to resign the Charge 
& as we have had continual Occasion to repeat his Praises we are perswaded 
your Honors will always regard him as a Person worthy of your Favor. 

63. Uptm the resignation of Mr. Amphlett we have given the Charge 
of the works to his head Assistant Lieutt. Pollier & at the same time pro- 

moted him to the rank of Captain Lieu|enant in the 
Corps of Engineers, Mr. Huygens now second Lieute¬ 
nant in that Corps and Mr. Adams Ensign in the same are his only Assistants. 
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We hope therefore your Honors will not only send us a capable chief 
Engineer but a number of Assistants upon the footing recommended 
in the 86th Para : Of our general Address of the twelfth of Novr. 1761. 

64. For the particulars of what work has been done at the Fort the 
last fair Season we beg leave to refer you to the Engineers letters entered 

after our Consultations of 26th July & nth Oct. the 

Cons. 36th July compleating three large Magazines, clearing the Espla- 

11th Octr. nade & laying the Foundations for three ranges of 

Barracks are the most remarkable Articles, We shall do 
every thing in our Power to promote the speedy Progress of all the other 
parts which remain to be done & proceed upon the plan recommended by 
Mr. Amphlett in his Letter of the nth October. 

65. Agreeable to your Directions in the 40th Para : of your Commands 
of the 19th of February 1762 the President has paid the purchase Money 

of the Garden-house & the Cost of the Out houses built 

sothSeptr. since. In Consultation of the 20th Septr. You will see his 

Letter to the Board on this Subject and We must join 
with him in representing to your Honors that We hope our Conduct in 
making that Purchase would not have drawn upon us your Censure 
had it been considered that at the time of our taking that Measure we 
had not received your Orders for the Additional Appointments settled on 
the Governor by your Letter of the 13th of March 1761 & that We had 
the universal Precedent of all your Settlements for providing the Governor 
with a Gardenhouse. 

Seventhly of Covenanted & Military Servants & their Accompts. 

66. We acquainted your Honors in our Address of the 8th of April 
1.762 that Mr. Me. Gwire was readmitted into your Service. Accordingly 
on his arrival from Patna he took his Seat at the Board by which the Va¬ 
cancy caused by Mr. Smith’s Resignation was filled & the number made 
up eleven besides the Colonel & Major. 

67. But as no less than six of this number are absent at Subordinates 
vizt. Patna, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Lukypore, Chittagong & Burdwan We 
found the Business of the Presidency too heavy to be conducted by the re- 

. mainder being only four besides the President & therefore We determined 
in Consultation aoth Septr« to call two more Gentlemen to the Board & 
accordingly the two next Senior Servant[s] Messrs. Randolph Marriott 
& Hugh Watts were appointed of Council. 

68. Colonel Goote finding his Health much impaired acquainted the 
Board by Letter minuted in Consultation of the nth October of his deter¬ 
mination to jn-oceed to Europe & requested our Orders to Capt. Roddam to 
accommodate him on board the Godolphin, on which Ship he accordingly 
takes'his f’assage. As your Honors have already expressed your high & just 
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Sense of this Gentlemen’s important Services it is needless for us to enlarge 
on that Subject therefore We shall only say that We think him worthy of 
every regard the CSompany can shew him. 

69. Immediately upon the receipt of your Orders we entered upon an 
Enquiry into the report of Coll. Caillaud’s having assented to a Proposal 

of the old Nabob’s for causing the Shawzadah to be 
Com. 13th May assassinated & gave notice of the said Enquiry to the 
President & Council at Madrass desiring them to 
recommend to Coll. Caillaudto come down to Bengal to be present at it; he 
accordingly took his Passage in the Clinton and by a Letter of 4th Octr. 
acknowledged the fact to be true but accompanied it with many strong 
Circumstances by way of apology & to prove that he had no ill Intentions 
Your Honors will receive the whole Proceedings in the Enquiry in a 
separate Sett of Consultations & as we are convinced the Coll, was actu¬ 
ated by no other reasons than those which he has produced and urged in his 
defence so we hope that you will also judge him in the same favorable manner 
& preserve towards him that good Opinion which his long & Zealous 
Services have merited & established he takes his passage for England in 
the Admiral Watson. 

70. We have advised of Mr. Dela Porte’s arrival under the third head. 
Messrs. Leycester & Shewen are also arrived as well as 
Hurst, Bentley, Stuart Bateman, Cotterell & Croke and 
stationed as most useful 1 for the particulars of which 
We beg leave to refer you to the usual List. 


igth July 
13 th Mptr. 
30th Augt, 
13th Septr. 
xith Octr. 


71. Mr. Charlton agreeable to your directions stands dismissed Your 
Service but We hope the Circumstances mentioned in his favor in the 60 

Para: of this Address may induce your Honors to restore 
him & as he represented to us the heavy loss it would 
occasion him to be obliged to return to Europe without 
having time to collect in his Affairs We have consented to his remaining in 
India till your further Pleasure is known. 


11 th May 
27 th Septr. 


72. The Casualties on your Military List since our last advices of the 8th 
of April 1762 are as follows deceased. Lieutenant Joseph Watkins, Ensigns 
Abraham Wilkinson, John Lewis Izeling, Matthew Finlayson & Thomas 
Launder also Second Lieutenant of the Artillery Abraham Dackers resigned 
Ensign Phillip Loyd, Dismissed by the Sentence of a gmeral Court Martial 
Peter Cockey. 


73. Captain John Matthews having long laboured tinder a very bad 
State of Health & being advised by the Surgeons to- 
I8th Octr. proceed to Europe as the only means of recovery 

requested our Leave for that purpose in a Letter ente¬ 
red after our Consultation of die i8th October Sc fturther as He hoped 
the Change of Air might have the desired Effect in which case he should bn 
32 
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desirous of returning to his Duty that We would recommend to your Orders 
[Honors?] to permit him so to do without any loss of rank, this We very 
willingly do in Justice to his long Services & particularly as his ill State of 
Health has been brought upon him by the frequent Wounds he has received. 

74. Lieutenant William Ellison of the Hussars being rendered by Age 
and Infirmities unfit for further Services We have permitted him to retire 
upon his pay. 

75. The Promotions since our last advices are as follows. Ensigns, John 
Macklean & John Stables to be Lieutenants and Cadets Thos Pearson, 
Com. 8th July John Coker, George Thomson, Willm. Crawford, Sami. 

2|th ^ay Blewit & Willm. Lander to be Ensigns. Cornet Isaac 
26th ' dy Humphreys to be second Lieutenant of the Troop of 

5 th July Horse Commanded by Captain Spelman & Mr. Wm. 

Hesman to be Adjutant of the Cavalry. 

76. We have already advised your Honors of the Resolution of the Pre¬ 
sident and Council of Fort St. George to send Captn. Freekes troop of light 

Horse to Bengal and of the Arrival of that part of the 

31st May said Troop which embarked on the Norfolk since which 

14 th June the Chesterfield has brought Captn. Freeke with the rest 

of the Troop and We gave Commissions to Captn. Freeke 
& all his officers to rank from the Time of their Arrival at Fort St. George 
conformably to your Directions. 

77. Captain Lauchlane Macklane immediately on his Arrival had a Bre¬ 
vet given him & will succeed to the Vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Captain John Matthews. Captns. Robert Campbell & Francis Flaction are 
not yet arrived and Mr. Scotney to whom your Orders were notified has 
declined entering again into a Military Station. 

78. Mr. Benjamin Lacam who has been employed in your Service as a 
monthly Writer for more than a Year has by his great Diligence merited our 

particular Notice & We beg leave to recommend him 

a6th Augt. to be admitted upon the List of your Covenanted Ser¬ 

vants & We must, likewise take the Liberty to repeat 
our recommendation on the same head in favour of Messrs. Isaac Sage & 
Simeon Dro^. 

79. The List of Military Officers is now sent you in the form prescribed 
in the sad. Para ; of your Letter of the 19th February. 

80. In the 57th Para : of the same Letter you take notice a second Time 
of a Corrrapondence being carried on by some of your Servants concerning 
the Company’s Aifairs with his Majesty’s Ministers & other great Men in 
England ^ repeat your disapprobation of this Practice for ourselves We 
can arauro ydu. We have never ofiTended in this way and We have made known 
your Directions to the rest of your Servants. 
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81. Your directions in favour of Captain Fenwicke have been notified to 
him and he begs leave to return you his humble Thanks. 

82. Mr. Richard Smith one of the Powder Makers sent out in the Year 
1760 deceased on the i ith of April last, & the management of the Powder 
Works now continues under the Survivor Mr. William Smith. 

83. On the 28th of June our Master Attendant acquainted us of the 
death of Mr. Peter Connor Depy. Mr. Attendt. on the 16th of May at 
Luckypore, upon which We appointed Mr. Richard Dean the Senior Pilot 
to be Depy. Mr. Attendant as minuted on our Cons, of that day. 

84. We cannot conclude this Head without again representing to your 
Honors our great want of recruits for your Forces which at present consist 

for the most part of French & Dutch Deserters—^many 

Cons. a8th June die or grow unfit for Service every Year & if We have 

no Supplies to make up for these Casualties We shall .soon 
have no other dependance than our Seapoys. 

Eighthly of Accounts 

85. Agreable to Your Directions in your Letter of the igth Feb. 1762 
We shall notice to your Honors particularly what demands have been made 
on us for the payment of Bonds lost at the Capture of Calcutta. 

86. Mr. Holwell as Attorney for the Heirs of Thos. Purnell in his Letter of 
the 5th March 1759 & again in his Letter of Octr. 1760 demanded Payment of 
Bonds in the Name of said Purnell dated 20th & 22nd Dec. 1750 for Ct. 
Rs. 39176-1-6 & produced a Certificate from the President & Council 
setting forth that the same had not been discharged before the Capture of 
the Place for which reason & as We are informed no Claim for account of 
Company’s Bonds was admitted by the Commissioners for Restitution we 
think the same is justly due. 

87. Mr. Holwell as Trustee for Robert Massey deed, by his Letter of the 
5th of March 1759 & likewise by his Letter of Octr. 1760 demanded Payment 
for a Bond in his own Name for behoof [jer] of the deceaseds Widow for Ct. 
Rs. 10,000 & produced a Certificate from the President and Council setting 
forth that the same had not been discharged before the Capture of the Place 
we therefore think the same is justly due for the reasons mentioned in the 
before-going Para : 

88. Mr. William Fullerton by his Letter of the 12th of Novr. 1760 deman¬ 
ded Payment for a Bond in the name of Walpole Eyre Esqr. for principal Ct. 
Rs. 2273-12-9 & produced a like Certificate We therefore think the same is 
justly due for the reasons mentioned in the 86 Para : 

89. Captain Edward Roach as Trustee for Geo : & Mary pipping by 
his Letter of the 17th Nov. 1760 and likewise by his Petition of the nth Octrf 
1762 demanded payment of a Bond in the Name of the said Geo ; & Mary 
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Tip]>mg ior Gt. Rf. 5dB7*Q-3 & produced a like Goliiirate*. We therefore 
think the same is justly due for the reasons mentioned in the 86 Pwa : 

go. Messrs. Calling Smith and Ans: Beaumont as Attomy's for Roger 
Drake Junr* & Mr. John Brown by their Letter of the aGth Beer. 1760 
demanded Payment of two Bonds in the name of the said Roger Drake Junr. 

& John Brown for (Gt. Rs. 10324-5) & produced a like Certificate. We there¬ 
fore think the same is justly due for the reasons mentioned in the 86 Para : 

91. A black Merchant likewise demanded Payment of one Bond in the 
name of Annndceram Copperce for {Gt. Rs. 800) & produced a like Certifi¬ 
cate We therefore think the same is Justly due for the reasons mentioned 
in the 86 Para : 

ga. Application was likewise made to us as mentioned in our Letter 
of the 14th Deer. 1761 for payment of two bonds in the name of Dorothy 
Bellamy for (Gt. Rs. 4351-14-3) & like Certificates were produced We there¬ 
fore think the same are justly due for the reasons mentioned in the 86 Para : 

93. These are all the Bonds for which payment has as yet been demanded 
of us. 

94. In consequence of your Directions of the 19th of Feby. 176a para. 
65 to 79 we Summoned the Commissioners of Restitution to attend the Board 

the 18th of October & having enquired concerning 
Cons. the Oath of Secrecy mentioned by your Honors we find 

11th & 18th Octr. it was of the nature of the Oath administ^erjed to a 
grand Jury bindii^ them not to discover the Opinions 
of thwr Fellows but it by no means restrains them from giving all the 
Eiqplanations you require and accordingly they have delivered to us one book 
containing all the particulars of the Claims made and another containing an 
account of the Sums admitted upon each A of the Dividends made for 
Principal & Interest these Books arc very Voluminous & cannot be 
copied in time to go by this Conveyance but shall be forwarded by one of the 
other Ships. 

95. We nrust acquaint you that the 7^ p. Cent last divided to the Euro¬ 
pean Si^ferers was only the ballance of the ao p. Gent Interest allotted upon 
that Fund p-Cent having been divided bdbre. 

96. We must acquaint you also in answer to your 79th Para : that die 
Commissioners have no Sums remaining in their hands the paynmnt never 

having been made to them out of the Treasury but to the 
f8di Oc«r. SufiSerers themselves. The neat ballance on account of 
the fund destined for European Sujfieren is (GRs. 
58335-13-3) as mentioned iu our Address of the lath of Novr. 1761 Para ; 
65 this We shall reserve agreeable to your Order but we beg leave ^ain to 
rebMantad yem the Case of Mr. VanStaaden mentioned in the s^ Para : 
' A fresh M^aorial which We received lately from him on the Subject of his 
loss ii raterefl albsr ow Consultation (d* iBth Oct. 
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97. In the same Para : of our befibrmentioned Letter We acquainted 
you that the Armenian Sufferers had rccM their whole Principal, the Portu¬ 
guese 6 annas & the Natives 6 annas. In Consultation 

Coos. of 3»st May 1762 We ordered the neat ballance of 

lathjuly (CRs. 65469-0-7) to be paid to the Peutuguese which 

makes up to them on the whole 9 annas 30 Hundth. 
parts & in Consultation of the isthjuly 176a We in like manner ordered 
the neat ballance of (CRs. 369473-7-3) to be paid to the Natives which makes 
up to them in the whole 7 annas & 25/100. 

98. To Sum up the whole of this Transaction the Europeans have re¬ 
ceived their Principal with 2o p Cent Interest, the Armenians their Principal 
only, the Portuguese 9 annas 20 Hundth. of their Principal, & all the funds are 
clear excepting the ballance beforemen tinned due to the European Sufferers 

the Commission reserved So that your Honors will observe a vast disprod 
portion in the Sums allotted to the Several Classes of Inhabitants when 
set against their respective Losses. 

99. The Explanations you desire upon the books of Restitution closed 
the 9th of January 1761 have already been transmitted to you in another 
Sett of the same Books continued to October of the same Year the reason 
why the heads of Batta & Charges could not be closed in the first Books 
was that a considerable sum remained then to be received from the Nabob, 
upon which a further Charge of Batta must be incurred. 

Ninthly of Transactions with the Dutch & other European Powers in India. 

100. In the 32d Para : of our Letter of the 8th of April 1762 We acqu¬ 
ainted you with the dispute We had had with the Dutch Government con¬ 
cerning some Deserters from our Troops at Patna & we forwarded in our 
Packet p Godolphin two of their original Letters on that Subject. We have 
since had some complaints from the Directors and Council df Chinsurah on 
the Subject of the Ophium Trade at Patna in which We have endeavo¬ 
ured to do them all the Justice in our Power. In our books of our Letters 
sent & received all the Letters oh this Subject are entered & We send you the 
originals of the Dutch Letters in the Packett. 

101. We likewise transmitt in the Packett for your Honors Inspection 
the original of the Answer which We lately received from the General 
& Council at Batavia relative to the Settlements of Natal & Tappaneoly. 

102. We have perused the Memorial of the Dutch Directors to the 
States General & your Answer & Wc transmit in the Packet agreeable to 
your Directions the three original Letters of Mr. Bisdom to the Nabob 
referred to in your Answer under No. 6 but We cannot find the original of 
his Letter of the 24th of Octr. 1759 referred to under No. 8 & the Articles pre¬ 
sented to (iie Nabob No. ii We send also the original Letters of the Consults 
of 36th of May 8 c, apth ef Sq>tr.z7€o. 
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103. We received an Application &om the Director & Council of 
Gou. Chinsurah for a Supply of Salt Petre but as our Qpandty 

9 th Aug. fglj Qyj. Expectations We could not spare any 

without disappointing Fort St. George & Bombay Presidencies or detain- 
ng one or more of your Ships which We purpose to load home from hence 
We therefore returned them for Answer that they must not depend on us for 
any but that if our Supply from Patna should prove larger than We had 
already made a Disposition for We would then furnish them with as much 
as possible. 


104 
19th July 


Aggreeable to your Orders the Declaration of War against Spain 
has been proclaimed at this Presidency & all the Sub 
ordinates. 


105. A few days ago there arrived in the River a Smadl Grab Ship from 
Surat which had been taken on the i2th Septr. on the Malabar Coast by the 
Vengeur and Conde French Ships of War with the Fidelle frigate but she was 
dispatched to the Islands with so little Care that the Mate Richard Price 
recover’d her out of the their hands & brought her safe into Port— They 
have also brought all the Letters & dispatches intended for the French 
Islands by which We learn that these Ships left Foul Point, the soth of 
August saw the land of the Malabar Coast the isth Septr. and the same Day 
at Noon took the beforementioned Vessell being then in Latitude 8.48 off 
Ceylon—By a Letter dated the 13th Septr. it appears they were in Latitude 
7.12 and another wrote the same day (both from on board the Vengeur) 
s dated off Cape Comorin which serves to shew they were standing to the 
Southward. Of all these Circumstances We sent immediate advice to Fort 
St. George desiring they would communicate the same to the Commander 
of his Majesty’s Ships upon the Coast & recommend his taking immedia¬ 
tely the proper Measures to secure the safety of our expected Shipping. 


Tenthly of His Majesty’s Sea and Land Forces 

106. We have been advised by the President & Council of Fort St. 
George that Admiral Cornish with the greatest part of His Majesty’s Fleet 
& General Drapers regiment sailed about the 1st of August upon the 
expedition against the Philippine Islands & We have since been informed 
by private Avlvices that the York & Chatham, Men of War arrived from 
the Cape of Good Hope at Madrass the Septr. and that the Medway sailed 
from Bombay for Madrass the 3d. of the same Month & We flatter 
ourselves that Capt. Tinkee who commands these three Ships will receive 
such timely Intelligence of the French Gruizers mentioned in the last Para; 
as may enable him to fall in with them and disappoint their Intentions. 

Eleventhly of the West Coast 

' •> 

107. ^ a Letter from Mr* Ardley who was sent from Madrass to act as 
provisional Governor of Fort Marlbro we have been informed of the safe 
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Arrival of the Fox witli the supplies we sent last Year for the use of that 
Settlement which we are concerned to observe has suffered much by Sickness. 

108. Mr. Carter who sailed in August last from Madrass to resume the 
Government of the West Coast has sent us as Indent for Provisions & Stores 
which we shall comply with to the utmost of our Power, by a Ship to be 
appointed for that Purpose as mentioned in the seventh Para : of this Address. 

Twelfthly of the Charter 

109. Upon the Declaration of War against Spain being read at this 
Presidency several Merchants of the Place who were willing to fit out Crui- 
zers against the Enemys of Great Britain applied to us to grant them Letters 
of Marque for that purpose; Whereupon We referr’d ourselves to the Com¬ 
pany’s Charter as well as the Commission of Admiralty, but finding from 
them that We had not any right to grant them such Commissions We agreed 
to request your Honors Orders for our future Conduct in such Cases & 
therefore hope you will favour us with them accordingly. 

no. Number 36 in the Packett contains a list of .Qpries [Queries] from 
the Mayors Court, concerning some disputed points of Law; on which we 
request you will please to get the Opinion of Council & transmit the same to 
us for the future Guidance of that Court. 

111. In the Copy of the Statutes at large, which you sent out last year 
for the use of the Courts of Justice, there was put up by Mistake, two Sixth 
Volumes & no fifth; We have therefore returned you one of them in the 
book Packett & desire you will send us a fifth in its Stead. 

Supplement 

112. In our Address of the 8th April 1762 by the Godolphin We inform¬ 
ed you of an enquiry we had had before us concerning a Packet of Letters 
stopped on the road to Cuttack & said to be a Correspondence between 
Ram Churn and Coragar Cawji & in our Packet by that Ship we transmit¬ 
ted our Proceedings at length in the said enquiry. We remarked to your 
Honours in our said Address that several strong Circumstances appeared 
to give reason to believe that the whole Packet was a Forgery; fresh Cir¬ 
cumstances appearing since to confirm the said belief, we entered into 
a further examination of this matter, our Proceedings wherein are likewise 
transmitted in the Godolphin’s Packet; this further examination has fully 
convinced us that the Letters were forged, and there is great reason to think 
that Nundcoomar was the contriver thereof with a design of ruining Ram- 
churn. We cannot say there are such direct proofs as to fix the Crime upon 
him with an absolute certainty, nor indeed is it possible there should be 
positive proofs while he & his Moonchey (the only Persvis supposed 
to be present when the Letters were forgwi) have resolution enough to per¬ 
sist in denying it. 
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^113. The beforementioned Nundcoomar is the same Person, who was 
convicted some time ago of carrying on a Correspondence with the Burdwan 
Rajah, of a nature inconsistent with his Duty & hurtfull to your Interest; 
we find also that the same Nimdcoomar was instnunental in carrying on 
a Correspondence between the Shawzada & the French Governor 
General before the capture of Pondicherry; this information was given 
to the President & by him being laid before the Board was proved by such 
positive Evidence as to leave no room to doubt of the Fact. The least we 
■could conclude upon such Crimes was that Nundcoomar being a Person 
improper to be trusted with his liberty in your Settlement & capable of 
doing mischief if he was permitted to go out of this Province either to the North¬ 
ward or towards the Deccan, should therefore be kept confined to his 
own House under so strict a guard as to prevent his writing or receiving 
Letters. 

114. In a separate Letter of the 8th April by the same ship, we ac¬ 
quainted your Honors of our having received from Mr. Batson, a parcel of 
Persian writings said to be copies of Letters between the Nabob, Coza Petrus 
•and Others of a dangerous Nature; you will find by our said Letter and the 
proceedings in our enquiry which accompanied it, that we greatly suspected 
this Packet also to be a Forgery which suspicion grew stronger every day 
from the evasions & excuses of the Person who gave these Copies to Mr. 
Batson, in complying with our demand that he should produce one or more 
of the Originals; after waiting about four months, having reason to believe 
that the whole was a Forgery invented with a design of making a difference 
between us & the Nabob, we ordered Mr. Batson to send Byaram' the Com¬ 
pany’s Vakeel who gave him the information to Calcutta & at the same time 
we acquainted the Nabob & his Deputy at Morshedabad with the whole 
Affair & the Names of his two Moonshes from one of whom Byaram told 
Mr. Batson he had received the Copies & the other he said had the Origi¬ 
nals. Byeram being arrived in Calcutta & examined before dte Board 
declared the Persian Copies were brought him by the hands of one Budde- 
odin a Relation of the Moonshey & the Moonsheys on their part being 
examined by the Nabob’s Deputy at Murshedabad declared they never gave 
Byaram the said Copies or any other Papers, & further that Budde-odin 
was a person unknown to them & a Dependent of Byeram himself. If 
this last Assertion is found on firrther Enquiry to be true we think, there is 
great Reason to conclude that Byeram is a principal in the Forgery, & that 
it wUl remain with him to produce Budde-odin whom we have not been 
aWe to find after the strictest Search, & therefore the enquiry rests un¬ 
finish’d untill .We see if the said Budde-odin will be forthcoming. 

115. M well as those relative to the Fr: Correspondence Our Pro¬ 
ceedings in this Enquiry arc also sent in the Godolphin’s Packett. 
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11€. Gaptam Eiier of Coll. Cootes Regiment bemg oUiged to return to 
Europe on account of his Health, takes passage in the Godolphin—He 
•came out with Coll. Draper in the year 1758 & was remarkably serviceable 
in all the Transactions of the War on the Coast of Choromandel from the 
time of his Arrival which we take the Liberty to mention as we are persu¬ 
aded that your Honors being sensible of his Merit, will seek an occasion of 
•doing him Service. 

1 ry. We send in the Godolphin fifteen French private Men prisoners of 
War and fourteen Invalids of his Majesty’s 84th Regiment agreeable to the 
Amended List enclosed in her Packett. 

« 

118. The Woollen Goods &ca. Europe Commodities imported by die 
Clinton, Hardwicke, Drake & Tilbury are not yet all landed, which renders 
it impracticable to send your Honors the reports of the deficiences & acet. 
remains—^but when they are all landed & the Indents for the ensuing 
Year come under our Consideration We shall not fail to advise you of the 
needfiil. 

119. In the Packett p Ship Godolphin, We have sent your Honors an 
Account of the extraordinary Charges incurred in unloading & reloading 
the Godolphin’s Cargo, which We imagine you will stand in need of in 
settling Accots. with the Owners of that Ship. 

120. We have laden (& consigned to your Honors) on the Admiral 
Watson sundry Goods & Merchandize amounting to Current Rupees 
245,500 as p Invoice and first bill of Lading enclos’d. 

121. We have likewise laden on her sundry Stores for the use of 
'the Island of St. Helena amounting to Curt. Rups. 1201-12-9 as p Invoice 
and bill of lading enclos’d to them. 

122. We wish these Ships a safe & speedy Passage & are. 

Fort William May it please your Honors, 

30th Oct. 1762. Your faithful humble Servants. 

Peter Amyatt/William Maegwire/ 
William Hay/Hugh Watts. 


Postscript. 

123. We have drawn upon your Honors by this Ship, the Adml. Watson 
'Sixty Setts of bills of Exchange, payable at two Shillings & foijr pence p 
XUurrent Rupee & ninety days after Sight amg. to Ct. Rs. 162067-15-3 
<»r Pounds Sterling 18907-18-5J as follows: 



Re^^«r of Bills of Exchange drawn on the Company at Ninety Days Sight & two Shillings & four pence Current rupee. 
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124. We have also drawn upon your Honors three Setts of Bills of 
Excha. payable at two Shilling^ <& four p<»toe p Current Rupee 8 c three 
Hundred Sixty five Days after sight—Interest to commence thereon' at the 
expiration of 90 days at the rate of 4 p Cent p Annum for the remainder of 
the Tiine—The Amount of the said Klls being (Ct. Rs. 96139-11-6) or {£str. 
11216-5-10) as follows ; 


Setts To whom granted To whom paya. 


1 


I 


I 


To Mr. Anselm Beau-l 
mont in full for i 1 
Chest of Coral Beads j 
marked DF No. j 

3 imported p shipj 
Hawke 1761 


To Messrs. 
Jacob, Moses 
& Bai^ael 
Franco or 

Order 


To Mr. Anselm Beau¬ 
mont in full for i 
Chest of Coral beads 
mark’d G C B No. 14 
Imported p.ship Wor¬ 
cester 1758. 

To Coll. Eyre Coote. ToJohnHasse 

Esqr. and 
the Rcvd. 
Dean Char¬ 
les Coote. 


To Geoige 
^ Challoner 
Esqr. 


Ct. Rs. 


929B-5-0 


4841-6-9 


8i999-*5-9 


jCStr. 


1084-16-t 


564-16-6^ 


9566-13-3^ 


Fort William, 

30th Octr. 1762 

Origl. Transmitted 
P Admiral Watson 
& Godolphin 
Duplicate p Tilbury 


We are 

May it please your Honors, 
Your faithfull H’ble Servants, 
Peter Amyatt/WiU: Mac^ire; 
William Hay/Hugh Watts. 


32 

LETTER DATED 13 DECEMBER 1762 

French name to Con^any^s shipping'^Mr. Delqporte to advise on silk invest- 
ment—con^ldnts against misconduct of Mir Qfisim*s officers. 

T t 

O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for A£foirs of the H(ni*ble 

United Company of Merdumts of England trading to die East Indies. 
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LBTTBIt TO OOURT 


May it please Your Honors 

I. Our last Address, under the Established heads, bore date the 30th. of 
October & was transmitted by the Godolphin & Admiral 
Com. 32d Watson; which ships were finally dispatched from 

Novr. Ingellee by Our Master Attendant on the 13th Ultimo. 


2. We have yet rec’d no Advice of your outward bound Ships the Hough¬ 
ton Walpole or Eafl AshbOmham being arrived in any part of India, 
which occasions us much uneasiness, lest any Accident should have befallen 
them from the French Squadron advised of in our last; If this or any 
other circumstances should happen to the two latter Ships to prevent their 
Arriving here so as to be dispatch’d home again within Charter party Time 
We shall be obliged to detain the two Ships they purpose sending us 
round from^Bombay to dispatch in their Stead. 


3. For'^these^Reasons, & to comply with the earnest Demands of that 

Presidency for early Supplies of Salt Petre, We have 
& is^th Novr. embraced the offers of Freight tender’d us on Country 
Ships bound thither for forwarding them parcells of 
that Article; & We shall continue to compleat in same manner the full 
Supply promised them, rather than run the Risk, by returning them one 
of your own Ships, of dissappointing your Honors of a Bengal Cargoe. 

4. For the same Reasons instead of the Destination formerly made We 
have advertized for a freight Vessel to carry the Stores 
indented for to Fort Marlbro’. 


6 th Deer. 


5. The Winchelsea We are advised arrived at Bombay the i8th of Sep¬ 
tember and we expect will soon import with us, agreeable to her Destination. 


6. At the time of the first Dispatch of the Godolphin in April last there 
were Sundry Persons order’d on Board, as Charter Party Passengers and the 
expcnce of their Passage Amounting to Crs. 6428-9-9 paid out of the Trea¬ 
sury;-but when the Ship was again Dispatch’d in October, the Number of 
these Passengers were reduc’d , agreeable to the Amend’d List Transmitted 
in her additional Packet, and the Passage money of course Diminish’d to 
CRs. 2485-11-3. Captain Roddam however having Neglected to repay the 
Difference before his Departure, We now forward an acet. Current thereof 
in this Packet, that Your Honors may Demand the Same of him in 
England. 

7. The several Ships of this Season having come out without any Kint- 
ladge. Your Honors will Observe that the Captains have Respectively made 
Demand for certain Quantities of Salt Petre to enable them 
to shift their ships, the sam^ we have Necessarily been Oblig’d to comply 
with, but took care to intimate to them that such Goods remain’d on Board at 
the Owners ^isk till such time as orders were sent them to receive Your Cargo 
for Europe/'and Copies, of their Letters with the Secretary’s Answers, we shall 
nwhd the Fadeets of the Respective Ships for your Honors Observation^ 
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8. By Letters frMn Madrass of the 3rd & 4th Ultimo, we arc advis’d 
that his Majesty’s ship Medway (CJaptain Tinker) in her Passage round C 3 cy- 
lon on the 23rd. of Septr. fell in with the French Squadron mentioned in our 
Last; That it then consisted of two ships of the Line, one of Fifty Guns, &, 
a Frigate; and that in attempting to bring to the Fifty Gun Ship, the Medway 
receiv’d a broad side from her*Gaptain Tinker in the Medway, with the Cha¬ 
tham and York under his Command Sail’d again from Madrass Road in 
quest of them on the 4th. of Octr. and we are hopefull before this time, has 
either reduced or Dispersed them, as to prevent them being any further an¬ 
noyance to our Trade. 

9. Agreeable to what we wrote in our last, we summond M. Delaporte to 

Cons. the Board, and desir’d he wou’d inform us in what 

i8 Octr. branch of the Investment he cou’d be of most Service to 

our Employers; In Answer to which he acquainted us that he imagined he 
cou’d [be] under his Endeavours Successful! in regulating the provision and 
Packing of the Different Sorts of Mulmuls and in giving some Directions re¬ 
garding the Silk piece-Goods Investment : We therefore appointed him to 

proceed to Dacca, taking Cosimbuzar in his way, and 
29 Novr. wrote by him to the Gentlemen at these Factories, 

Strenuously enjoining them to concur with Mr. Delaporte in forwarding any 
Improvements in the Investment which he might recommend. 


1st Novr. 


10. In answer to the Directions which we sent to Cosimbuzar for providing 

five Chests of Taffaties in their natural Colours; The 
18 Octr. Gentlemen there have wrote us that it will be impossible 

to comply with these orders; as the Silk with which Taffaties are made, after 

the Gum is washed out of it, is naturally white, and to 
istNovr. weave it with-Gum in, they imagine would be needless, 

as the cloth would then be of a Different Fabric from Taffaties; In reply to 

this advice we referred them for further Directions and 
4th Novr. Explanations to M. Delaporte, when he should arrive 

with them and in the Interim desired they would send us down five Chests 
of Corah wove in the natural Colour. 

11. In the Admiral Watson’s Packet, we Transmitted your Honors, 
Copy of a Letter deliver’d in by the Surgeon just before the Packet was closed, 

containing a Report of the Medicines and Medicinal 
4 Novr. Instruments receiv’d by the Ships of this season; We must 

again beg leave to refer your Honors to our Consultation of the 4th. of 
November for a Second perusal of this Letter, also to recommend to your 
Consideration the giving they[jiV] necessary Directions to prevent such 
Accidents happening in future as these are Articles which we cannot Possibly 
be supply’d with in the Interval of Shipping. 

12. When the President arriv’d at Moorshedabad he made some inquiry 

into the Ground of the Interruptions in the 4^th. Para, of 
II Now. address, and found that those complain’d of 
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towacds Dacca, Lackipour, and Ghittigong were chiefly owkig to tiie UI' 
condact, and bad Disposition nf Mahomed Aly^, the Nabob*8 Cofln^or 
for that part of the Country; He therefore obtain’d from the Deputy Governor 
at Moorshedabad, orders to the said Collector, warning him of the bad OQn» 
sequences of such conduct, and forbidding him to molest the Business of 
Factories in foture. These orders the President transmitted to us and we 
forwarded them immediately to Dacca, And we have the pleasure to learn 
from thence that the Disturbances in these parts are pardy Subsided. 

13. The whole matters [nc] of complaints on this Subject of Interruptions 
Cons. we have recommended to the President’s particular 

15 Nov. attention, and we continue to transmit him every paper 

which comes to hand fix>m the Factories relative thereto; we therefore make no 
doubt vdien he arrives with the Nabob, of his being able entirely to remove 
them, and Settle a Solid Plan for the future Safety and freedom of our Trade. 


14. The Reverend Mr. Samuel Stavely having deceas’d of a Fever the a6 
October, we have appointed the Reverend Mr. William 
^ Parry Chaplain of his Majestys 84th Regiment to fill the 

Vacancy occasioned thereby and as he is a Gentleman who bears in every Res¬ 
pect a proper Character, We beg leave to recommend him to Your Honors 
for Confirmation therein. 


15. In consequence of your orders relative to the Servants of the West 

Coast Establishment we summoned Mr. Parker Hatley 
to attend the Board and acquaint us whether he inten- 
ded to proceed to hts station at Fort Marlbro; A severe 
Fever prevented his obeying this summons and when he recover’d, he re¬ 
quested our permission to continue in Bengal, for Reasons set forth in a 
Letter which is emtered after our Consultation of the ist November; these 
Reasons being esteemed sufficient by the Members of the Board, Leave was 
granted him to remain accordingly. We hope your Honours will consider 
them in the same light and that Mr. Hatley will not incur your Displeasure 
in this step. 

16. In advising of the Military Promotions in the 75th Para, of our last 

address we omitted to insert the appointment of Comet 
^ D. Ellazarte to be second Lieutenant of the Troop of 

Hussars, and William Winchells to be Comet of the same troop. 

17. Since our last have deceased on our Military List Captain John Ma¬ 
thews, Lieutt. Mackclean Lieutt. Fireworker of Artillery John Beale. 

18. We caimot observe the great decrease of your Military this Season by 
Death stnd Sickness without once more representing it to your Honors ConsMe- 
ration in the most strenuous manner; your European Troops on this Establish- 
iwsnt shou’d never be tmder the number of fifteen hundred, to secure effectually 
the safety o 4 "lhe Settlement, the Qpiet of the Provinces, and the collection of 
your revenues; We must therefore hope that you will not neglect sending us 
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in. fut\ure.jsuch annual Supplies as to render us assured of having always the 
ahovemention’d ntunber fit for Service. 

19. The General ^ Books of this Presidency ending April 1758 are nqw 
forwarded and we hope to be able to transmit those ending April 1759 and 
April 1760 by the following Ships of the year. The great Scarcity of Assistants 
occasion’d by a very Sickly Season is the reason for this Business, as well as 
the Business in General having been so much, retarded. 

20. On this Ship the Tilbury we have^ sept home 11 French Officers and 
ao Private Prisoners of War, agreeable to the List, enclos’d in> her Packet. 

21. We have laden and consign’d to your Honors on her Sundry Goods 
and Merchandize amounting to CR. 7,07,600 as p. Invoice and first Bill of 
Lading enclos’d. 

22. We have likewise laden on her Sundry Stores for the use of the Island 
of St. Helena amounting to CR. 1242-9-6 as p. Invoice and Bill of leading 
enclos’d to the[m.]. We wish the Ship a Safe and , Speedy Passage and are 

May it Please your Honors 

Fort William Your faithful Humble Servants 

Deer. 13th 1762 P. Amyatt/W. Hay/H. Watts 

Postscript 

23. We have drawn upon your Honours by this Ship the Tilbury 30 
setts of Bills of exchange payable at two Shillings and four pence p current 
Rupee, and ninety Days after Sight amounting to CR 5,4165-6-6 or 
£s 6319-6 as follows : 


Setts To whom granted To whom Payable Cr. jC^trg S D 


1 Mr. Fitz Owen Jones acet. to Thos. Walker Esqr. 7000 0 0 

Wm. [Billro8?],Esqr. 

1 Mr. Ascanius WUUam to Robert Halsey Bald- 1714 4 6 

Senior. rick Nassaw Senior 

Esqr. & Mbs Rachael 
Senior. 

1 Messrs. Hugh Watts & to Colonel Eyer Coote 4285 11 .-6 

Russell Skinner acet. or order 
Colonel Eyre Coote. 

1 To Mr. Fitz Owen Jones to Do. 4285 11 6 

1 Mr. Thomas Woodward to Do. 4285 11 ,6 

1 The J^everepd.^lr, Hirst to Do. 4285,11 6 

1 Mr. Russel Skinner to Mr. Joseph Skinner 257 2 3 

1 Anselm Beaumont to George Challoner 4285 11 6 

Esqr. 

1 To Mr. Phillip Milner to Mrs. Elizabeth Howitt 857 2 3 

Daeres. 

1 To Mr. Fitz Owen Jones to Thomas Walker Esqr, 4265 11 6 

33 


816 13 4 
200 0 .0 


500 0 0 

500 0 0 
500 0 0 
,500 0 ,0 
30 0 0 
500 0 0 

’ 100 0 0 

500 0 0 
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LETTER TO COURT 


Betti 

1 To whom granted 

To whom Payable 

Cr. 



,CStrgS D 

1 

To Mr, William Majendie 

to W.SamuelRush 

2142 13 

6 

250 

0 

0 

1 

To Peter Amyatt Esqr. 

to Thomas Holmes Esqr. 

888 

0 

0 

103 19 

0 

1 

To Do. 

acct, Capt. Thos. Fcn- 
wicke. 

to Miss Francis & 
John Durvell 

1714 

4 

6 

2C0 

0 

0 

1 

To Captain William Suther¬ 
land 

to Mr. Benjamin Suther- 

171 

7 

0 

20 

0 

0 

1 

To his Grace the Duke of 
Richmond 

to Lieut. Powel 

171 

7 

0 

20 

0 

0 

1 

To Mr. William Magee 

to Mr.James Rannic 

857 

2 

3 

100 

0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Robt. Gregory, 
acc > of Mr. Fran. Char], 
ton 

to Joseph Hickey Esqr. 

428 

9 

0 

50 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

acct. Mr. Sami. Mid¬ 
dleton 

to Henry Hastings Esqr. 

2571 

6 

9 

300 

0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Robert Gregory 

to Mr.Croasdial Shaw 

428 

9 

0 

50 

0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Charles Child 

to John Mills 

650 

0 

0 

75 

16 

8 

1 

To Mr. Joseph Hare 

to Mr. JohnGuiltor 

1000 

0 

0 

116 

13 

4 

1 

To Mr. David Crichton 
Junr. 

to George Clive Esqr. 

530 

5 

9 

61 

17 

6 

1 

T 0 Peter Amyatt Esqr. 

to John Burgess Esqr 

1659 14 

6 

193 ! 

13 

2 

1 

To Ensign William Stewart 

to Mr.Jas. Cooper 

171 

7 

0 

20 

0 

0 

1 

To Messrs. Tysoe Saul Han¬ 
cock and Russell Skiner, 
acct. Mrs. Sarah Maple- 
toft 

to Mrs. Sarah Maplctoft 

1714 

4 

6 

200 

0 

0 

1 

To, Mr. Joseph Gethin 

to St. Joseph St. Thos. 
Hankye &Co. 

137 

2 

3 

16 

0 

0 

1 

To Capt. Joseph Price 

to Mr,Jas. Potter 

1071 

7 

0 

125 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 

to Mr, Thomas Price 
Senr. 

428 

9 

0 

50 

0 

0 

1 

To Charles Child acct. to Mrs. Isabel Nedrick 
Lieutenant Paul Ncdrick 

1714 

4 

6 

200 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

to Mrs. Thomas Mackie 

171 

7 

0 

20 

0 

0 


24. We have likewise drawn upon your Honours 49 setta of Bills of ex¬ 
change payable at 2 Shillings and four pence p. Current Rupee, and three 
Hundred and Sixty five Days after Sight Interest to commence thereon at the 
expiration of ninety Days, at the rate of 4 p. Cent. p. Annum for the remain¬ 
der of the time The amount of the said Bills being, CR 13,37,085-10-2 or 
;CSt 155 . 993 ' 5 - 4 i as follows— 

To whom granted To whom payable Cr. S D 

1 Mr. Anselm Beaumopt To James and Edwards 188571 7 0 22000 0 0 

acct. StanlakeBatson Esqr. Batson Esqrs. 

1 Mr, Anselm Beaumont To George Challoner 26000 0 0 3033 6 8 

Esqr. 

1 Mr. Anselm Bcaiunont, be- To Jacob Mosch Sc 9128 12 6 1066 3 lOf 

insT proceeds of a Raphael Franco 
of Coral Beads 
mark'd D F B No. 6 
imcfertedby ship Hawke 
1761. 
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Setti 

1 To whom granted 

To whom Payable 

Cr. 



£Sttg S 

D 

1 

Mr. Anselm Beaumont, be¬ 
ing the proceeds of Chest 
of Coral Beads mark’d 

I N No. 28 imported by 
ship Norfolk 1762 

To Benj. Mendez Dacos- 
ta or order on acct. 
Hananel Mendez Da- 
costa 

4231 

7 

0 

493 

12 

5 

1 

Fitz Owen Jones Acct. Wm. 
Billers Esqrs. 

To Thomas Walker Esqr. 

10314 

4 

9 

1203 

6 

81 

1 

To Peter Amyatt Esqr. 

To William Watts Esqr. 

20034 

6 

9 

2337 

6 111 

1 

To Do. 

To William Fullerton 
Esqr. 

28974 

1 

3 

3380 

6 

9 

i 

To Mr. George Vansittart 

To the Right Hon’ble 
Robert Ld. Clive 

116031 

5 

3 

13536 

19 

9i 

1 

To Do. 

acct. George Pigot Esqr. 

Alexander & Abraham 
Hume Esqrs. or cither 
of their orders 

8725 

10 

6 

1017 

19 10| 

1 

To Do. 

acct. James Alexander 

Josias Dupre & Wm. 
Alexander Esqrs. or 
order 

4000 

0 

0 

4666 

13 

4 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do. 

3000 

0 

0 

3500 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do. 

18740 

0 

0 

2186 

6 

81 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do, 

22588 

6 

9 

2635 

6 

3 

1 

To Do. Do. 

acct. Josias Dupre Esqr. 

Messrs. George Higgin- 
son & Charles [Du- 
cane?] or cither of 
their orders 

40000 

0 

0 

4666 

13 

4 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do 

35000 

0 

0 

4083 

5 

8 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do. 

30000 

0 

0 

3500 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. & Do. 

20004 

0 

0 

2333 

16 

0 

1 

To Henry Vansittart Esqr. 

To Luke Scrafton Esqr. 

7066 

5 

3 

824 

8 

1 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. 

20000 

0 

0 

2333 

6 

8 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. 

21866 

13 

0 

2551 

2 

61 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. 

11711 

3 

0 

1366 

6 


1 

To Do. 

To SamuelWalkerEsqr. 

10942 

9 

0 

1276 12 

n 

1 

To Do. 

To Do. 

13641 

4 

0 

1591 

9 

7 

1 

To Do. 

on acct. the Estate of 
Major Kilpartick Deceas'd 

To John Walsh and 
Thomas Maunsel 1 Esqrs 
Executors 

126928 

14 

1 

14808 

7 

5 

1 

Henry Vansittart Esqr. 

To the Right Hon’ble 
Robt. Ld. Clive 

57000 

0 

0 

6650 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

To Alexander and Abra¬ 
ham Hume Esqrs. 

17394 14 

8 

2029 

8 

3| 

1 

To Do. 

T<t Messrs. Drake & 
Long 

857 

2 

3 

« 100 

0 

0 

1 

To Do. 

To WilliamWalker Esqr. 

428 

9 

0 

50 

0 

0 

1 

To Do, 

To Messrs. GompertzSt 
Hcyman 

1612 

5 

3 

188 

2 

1 

1 

To Tysoc Saul Hancock 
Esqr. 

To Doctor Edmund 
Tew Rector of Bal- 
don 

3415 11 

3 

398 

10 

ll 

1 

To Do. 

Acct, the estate of Capt. 
Willowby Merchant 

To Mr. Thomas Brown 

12704 

0 

0 

1482 

2 

8 

1 

To Mr, Robert Gregory 

To Edward Holden Cru- 
ttendenEsqr. 

44000 

0 

0 

5133 

6 

8 

1 

To Do. 

Acct. Charles StajETord 
Playdell Esqr. 

To John Zeph : Holwcll 
^qr. 

32003 14 

0 

3733 

15 

91 

1 

To Mr. Robert Gregory 

To George Clive Esqr. 

20710 

0 

0 

2416 

3 

4 

1 

To Do. 

To Richd. Smith Esqr. 

25298 

8 

3 

2951 

9 10| 
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Tp pOip^T 


Setts .Ijo-^whom granted 

.Tp.wlitqm Payable 

Of. 



iJfiStrgS, 

cO. 

1 

To Mr. Robert Gregory 

,Tt^oseplj,Smith,E8qr. 

#087 ^ 

.3 

803 10 

0 

1 

To Do. 

/ToMr.’Casperus Desong 

53098 

5 


6494 16 

If 

1 

To Henry Vansittart Esqr. 

To Robert OrmePlsqr. and 
in case of his death to 
Jos Godfrey & Wil- 
' liamSmyth King Esqrs. 

51259 

0 

0 

5980 4 

4 

1 

To Messrs. Robt. Gregory 
& JohnWoolIaston 

To M^airs. Manningbam 
&'Frankland 

8492 

13 

3 

^90.16 

7 

1 

To Do. 

To Richard Becher Esqr. 

13167 

2 

3 

1536 S 

4 

1 

To Do. 

To William Brightwell 
Sumner Esqr. 

62546 

2 

9 

7297 1 

0 

1 

To Do. 

To Charles Manningbam 
Esqr. 

7045 

10 

3 

821 19 

10 

1 

To Messrs. Tysoe Saul Han¬ 
cock Robt. Gregevy & 
John Woollaston 

To Gulling Smith Esqr. 

16038 

4 

.6 

1871 2 

8 

1 

To-Messrs. Robt. Gregory 
& John Wpollfuton 
Acet. Elizabeth Beard. 

To.Richd. Benyan Esqr. 
& Mrs. Eljz. Beard 

1725 

9 

0 

201 6 

3f 

1 

To Henry Vansittart Esqr. 
in full for 1 Chest of 

Tojoseph Salvador 

2792 

1 

0 

325 15 

8i 


E 

Coral mark'd B S No. 
Bx^mpor^ted p. ihip Nor¬ 
folk 1762 

To " 0 . 0 , Do. 
marked* No. 1, im- 
|>ortcd P. ship Chesterfield 


To 


. Do. Do. 


3378 0 0 3^4 2 0 


1 To Mr. Robt. Gregory & To Messrs. Thos. & 5142 13 9 600 0 0 

'Capt. Fran. [Cozens?] John Burgoine Executr. 

Trustees, to the Estate of 
■ Capt. Jno. Matthews 

1 To Mr. William Magee To. Mr. John Withiring- 18925 2 6 2207 18 8 

Acet. the Estate of Capt. ton 
Lawrence Withirington 

1 To William Hay Esqr. To Lieutenant Charles 10651 1 9 1242 12 7 

Blomer 


We are May it Please Your Honors, 
Your Faithlull Humble Servants 

Peter Amyatt/William Hay/Hugh Watts. 


2 d Post[8]cript 


We have this Mornitrg receiv’d advice by a Letter from Capt. Rogers 
of the safe Arrival of your Ship Houghton in Ballasore roads the 4 Instant, 
and are in hourly expectation of hearing that She is come to her moorings 
Bt Culpee. The Capt. hirther informs us that he left Madeira the 6th of June 
and had a i|plerable passage as far as the Latt. of 2 No. and about 100 Leagues 
West of A^een, but being there becalm’d near fourteen Days, in which 

tmda tfinbol qssd here lee duut facing p. 202, F«rt WilRtm—Jndit Houu Quntptuitim, Vel. II. 
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time many of his people fell dovm with the Scurvy, he thought best tb put 
into Atcheen for Refreshment, where he arrived the 5th of Novr. and sailed 
ag^in the 15th. 


Original transmitted 
P. Tilbury 
l^up'. P. Drake 
TVipu P. Hardwickc 


We are May it Please your Honours, 
Your Faithhill Humble Serts. 
Peter Amyatt/William Hay/Hugh Watts. 
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LETTER DATED 18 DECEMBER 1762 


To the Hon’ble the^ Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hem’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

May it please your Honours 


The Ghowkey boat Just arriv’d having brought us advice of the Arrival 
of your ship the Earl of Ashburnham in Ballasore roads we could hot let slipi 
an Opportunity of conveying you the news thereof and therefore & dispatch 
this short letter for that purpose down to the Ship Tilbury. 


Fort William, 
i8th Decemr 1762. 

Original Transmitted 
P. Tilbury 
Dup. P. Drake 
Trip. P. Hardwicke 


We are May it Please your Honours, 
Your Faithfull Humble Servants, 

Peter Amyatt/William Hay/Hugh Watts. 


LETTER DATED 14 FEBRUARY 1763 

Activities of the French squadron near Balasore—precautions against naval attack-^ 
capture of Manila—financial position of Bengal government—settlement with the Dutch 
re, saltpetre proposed—confiet between the Company and Mir Qpsm about private inland 
trade—differences among members of Board—proposal to fortify Chittagong^—difft. 
cutties in circulation of Calcutta sikka —cartel with the French, 


O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 
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May it Please Your Honors, 


1. We addressed you by your Ship Tilbury the 13th & i8th Deccmr. and 

the said Ship receiv’d her dispatches at Ingelee the [.] of the same 

month. 

2. The last address was only to advise you of the Arrival of the Earl of 
Cons 3 Tan Ashburnham, as we had that of the Houghton in the Postscript 

of the former; by those Ships we receiv’d your commands of 
the and, 8th & aist of April 176a. 

3. The nth of January we received Intelligence from the Mate of a 
Country Vessel that three French Ships of War, the Vengeur of 64 guns, Conde 
of 50, and the Fidel Ic Frigate we[rc] cruising in Ballasore road, that they had 
been in that Station for some Days, and had taken the Grampus Pilot Sloop, 
and two Country Vcssells bound from hence to Madras, the Nancy, Thos, 
Wintlc, and Speedwell, William Ramsey, and that in their former Station off 
Ceylon, they had taken your Ship Walpole from Europe the 20th of Septem¬ 
ber, and sent her to Mauritius; This is the same Squadron advis’d of in our 
Letters of the 30th Oct. & 13th Decemr. Izist. 


4. It was the Mate of the before mentioned Snow Speedwell that made his 
Escape in a Boat, and brought us this Intelligence, and thereby render’d a very 
material Service to the Company and to this Settlement in general, for a great 
number of Vessells were ready to proceed on their Voyages, and the Drake and 
Hardwicke were under Dispatch for Europe. 

5. We therefore ordered him a reward on your behalf as appears on Con¬ 
sultation of the loth Instant, and a handsome present was made him by a 
Subscription from the Gentlemen of the Town. We immediately on receipt of 
this news, order’d all the commanders to go down to their Ships, and the whole 
to be Assembled at Kedgeree, under the Direction of Capt, Nathal. Smith 
the oldest Commander and having fitted and Mann’d the Sea Horse Sloop, 
we sent her down under the direction of Capt. Wedderburne, who offered his 
Service on this occasion to cruize below Ingelee as far as he Safely cou’d, in order 
to get further intelligence of the Enemy & give timely notice in case they 
should attempt to come into the River; at the same time we wrote to the Presi¬ 
dent and Council of Fort St. George and to Admiral Cornish, both by the Sea 
and land and Dispatch’d another Copy to Chittigong to be forwarded from 
thence, and we likewise dispatch’d a sloop to endeavour to pass the French 
Ships and Station herself to the Southward of Point Palmiras to give ad¬ 
vice of them to any English Ships that might be coming this way; and another 
small Vessel we Directed from Chittigong for the same purpose. 


6. These precautions being taken, we then Consulted with the Com¬ 
manders of your Ships in the River, being five in Number, as well as our Master 
^ Attendant and other experienc’d Mariners, upon the 
. possibility of your fitting out a sufficient force to attack 


the Enemy, Sr as the Admiral might be late in returning from Manilha, or our 
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notice ofthe Enemy’s Station not reach him in time, for any Ships of the Squa¬ 
dron to arrive in Ballasore road, before it would be too late for your Ships to 
gain their Passage for Europe, we shou’d therefore have been willing upon a 
reasonable prospect of Success, to venture an Engagement with the Enemy’s 
Ships, rather than risque the Disappointment of the Years Investment by 

the River being block’d up; but it appearing by the 
Cons. 27 Jany. report of the Captains that it wou’d require a very 
long time to fitt out the Ships with the Guns & ca 
requir’d, and nearly the whole number of our European Forces to Mann them 
in the manner propos’d, we found ourselves oblig’d to lay aside thoughts 
of our Attacking the Enemy, and wait in hopes that either their own 
Distresses or the appearance of our Squadron, wou’d oblige them to quit their 
Station before the Season was too far elapsed for our Ships to go out of the 
River. 


7. The 28th of January we receiv’d advice from Captain Wedderburnc 
of the Arrival of your Ship Boscawen in Ballasore road, and that he had sent 

a Pilot to her by the same boat that [gave him?] that 
31 Jany. advice. The Pilot got safe on board, and we had the 

3 Fcby. Pleasure to hear that she arrived at Ingelee the 31st 

of said month having seen nothing of the Enemy; which 
must have been owing to their lying far to the Eastward, for the[ y ] were 
certainly in their Station at the time they Arrived in the road. 

8. This we knew from the Prisoners taken in the Walpole, which the 
French Commodore (Mr. Pallier) sent in, partly by the Grampus, and partly by 

a Dutch Ship—with letters to the President mentioning 
27 & 31 Jany. that his reason for sending them in, was the Violence of 
the Scurvy with which the most of them were affected, 
adding that he did it upon condition that neither the Officers or Men 
shou’d serve against the French nation this War, or untill they should be 
exchanged; and the number receiv’d including Officers was 79 P list enclosed. 
The French Commodore wrote likewise that he sent 25 from Murguy to 
Madrass, and we understand that Captain Fenner with about 30 men were [nV] 
sent in the Walpole to Mauritius, that about 20 chiefly foreingners [w] had 
enter’d with the French, and that about the same number died on board. The 
last division of Prisoners were sent from the Vengeur the 27th January, at 
which time all three Ships were lying in about 12 Fathom water off the mouth 
of the South Channel, but had taken no other Prizes than the beforementioned. 
By these Gentlemen we were informed that the French Cruizers came into that 
Station the 25th Decemr that four or five days after they gave chase to a Large 
Ship but cou’d not come up with her and which was Probably the Tilbury; 
and that on the i8th January they chas’d another large ship which they 
Perceiv’d to be an Indiaraan, but only the Frigate coming up with her she 
was driven off and the English Ship proceeded to the South-'v^ard, this we 
judge to be the Winchelsea which sail’d from Bombay in company with the 
Boscawen and we imraagine that she is gone to Madrass. 
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9? Wc are Sorry to infcxrm your Honors that oh board the Nancy Snow 
Captain Wintle, the Enemy took the Houghtons Packet for Fort St. George 
owing to the Persons being shot who went to cut it away as it hung ovct- 
board—We are however Pleas’d to find that it contained no very material 
advices and they will receive Dups. of them in the Packet p Ashbumham that 
it can prove of no great Detriment. 


Con?. 20Jany. 


10. Before the receipt of the Walpoles Prisoners; judging a part of them 
might' be on board these Ships we desired the President to propose an exchange 

to the French Commodore, as we have many French 
Prisoners here; a Boat which the President accordingly 
sent out for this purpose, having cruized the roads both to the Westward & 
Eastward beyond the Station where the French Ships lay returned to Ketc- 
heree the 3rd Inst, without being able to find them from which we immagin’d 
that the Sickly condition of the French Ships, or the fear of our Squadron had 
made them quit their Station, and in which Opinion we have been since confir¬ 
med by several Vessels arriving without seeing anything but particularly by 
the Plassey Schooner one of those built at Bombay for the service of this river 
fell in with two Ships the 31st 'Jany in the Latt. of 18/30 N, they were stand¬ 
ing to the Southward, but on sight of the Schooner the small ship Wore and 
chas’d hci for five hours, but not coming up with her, returned to the 
Southward. 


11. We have determin’d therefore to proceed in the dispatch of your 
Ships with the precaution of se rding two or three Sloops at proper distances 
ahead, to give timely notice by signals if any of the enemys ships should yet be 
cruizing in the road off the Point. 


12. We should have been undei the necessity of returning the HOughton 
immediately to England had not another Ship come in to take on board the 

remains of our Investments, but on the Arrival of the 
Boscawen we appointed her for that purpose, and the 
Houghton to proceed to China according to her original destination. 


3 Feby. 


13. We this [jtV] despatch’d the Hardwicke and Drake directly for Eu¬ 
rope; the Clinton to Madrass to be fill’d up from thence and the Houghton 

likewise to Madrass with the consignments he brought 
' out for that Presidency, and the Stores for his Majesty’s 

Squadron aud land forces, as well as those receiv’d P Earl of Ashbumham. 
The consignment in your Invoice for Fort. St. George, by that, ship consisting 
■chiefly of naval Stores, we have have detain’d her, being much in want of them; 
The supplys intented for by the Gentlemen of Foit Mailbio, from this Presi¬ 
dency we send in the Clinton to Madrass, and recommend to the President and 
Council there, to forward them with the supplys requir’d from the coast in the 
Houghton, which may there receive a Cargo of pepper and proceed to China, 
our want of Tonnage inclin’d us to Dispatch the Houghton by this rout[c]., 
rather than ^ send her immediately to China, as recontmended by you, and by 
attempting/rhich little wou’d have been gain’d as she was so exceeding late. 
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14. The Boscawen being an old Ship we purpose to dispatch the next for 
Europe and keep the Earl of Ashbumham for the last Ship, as she will be better 
able to bear with any bad weather she may be exposed to, by the lateness of 
the season. We cannot judge precisely when these two ships will be dispatched, 
as it depends upon the Airival of the Saltpetie from Patna, it set out from thence 
near 20 days ago, but the Jelingee river in some places being entirely dry, much 
time will be lost in transporting it over the Shoals, we have however taken every 
precaution in our power to quicken its arrival by directing the Gentlemen at’ 
CoSsimbuzar to be prepared to give all nefcessary Assistance. 

15. By letters from the President and Council at Bombay, we are advised 
of the safe arrival there of your Ship the Hector and we are further advis’d 
from Madrass that the Britannia, Prince of Wales and Clive, imported like¬ 
wise at Bombay the 10, ii & 12 Novemr. 

16. The Nancy Ketch belonging to the Company on the Fort Marltro’ 
establishment was dispatch’d from that place for Vizagapatam the 22d, Sept- 
emr. in order to be repair’d, but with Directions in case of missing that port, 
to proceed here, she [was] accordingly in this River the 7 Inst, and we have 
directed our master attendant to Survey her, and report whether she is capable 
of bearing the Alteration propos’d, and worth the expense, and we shall deter¬ 
mine as may appear most for your Interest upon his report; but as in all cases 
she will be too late to go out of the River this Season, and the President and 
Council of Fort Marlbro’, write Pressingly, for an immediate supply of Opium, 
we have determin’d to dispatch the Syren Snow directly thither with twenty 
five of the fifty Chests, w^ took the precaution of ordering last Season for this 
purpose; The Syren will be fill’d up with Rice and ten pipes of Madeira wine, 
half taken out of our own Stock and half from the consignment for Fort St. 
George by the Houghton. 

17. In compliance with an indent we rec’d in August from Mr. Carter 
and the other Gentlemen of the West coast we order’d the Chief and Council 
and [^tV] at Patna to provide one Hundred Chests for the service of that 
Presidency the ensuing season, and in consequence of what those Gentlemen 
have now wrote further, we havd order’d an addition of fifty Chests more. 

18. The Gentlemen of Chittigong having no other method of conveying 
the Intelligence of the French Cruizers to the Admiral and Fort St. George 
Presidency, purchas’d a Snow called the Gray Hound which was then lying at 
that Port ready for Sea, and the Price agreed by the owners was 18000 Duss 
Massa Rupees, as we have no further particular service for this Snow, we have 
recommended the Gentlemen at Fort St. George to send her to Fort Marlbro* 
for the use of that Presidency, where we are inform’d such Vessels are much 
wanted. 

19. The Nancy Ketch calling at Mallacca found there your ship Osterly 
which having been dispatch’d from Manilha to China about the end of Octo- 
.her, was oblig’d by hard weather to bear away, and it was Gapt. Vincent’a. 
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intention to proceed to Fort St. George; he brings the agreeable news of the 
Success of his Majesty’s & the Company’s forces against Manilha, which 
place was taken by Assault the 6th of October after a feeble resistance of ist 
days; since the above we have been inform’d by private advices from Fort 
St. George that the Osterly imported there the 6th. of January. 

20. The President and Council of Fort St. George having requested of 
us to supply them with Silver for the China trade acquainting us at the same 
time they are Sufficiently in Cash to answer any drafts we may make on 
them in Pagodas; and the Gentlemen of Bombay having requested our Per- 

mission to draw on us further, notwithstanding they 
31 Jany. have already exceeded by three or four Lacks, the sum' 

we Stipulated for their drafts last year free of the condi¬ 
tion of our having the choice of paying them in ready money or in; 
Bonds, we therefore in order to assist the demands of the Companys Service 
in all parts as far as our own occasions will adm’t, caus’d calculates to be 
brought of the Disbursements of this Presidency, Civil and Military, as 
well as the necessary advancements for our Investment; that the amount oF 
these being compar’d with our revenues and other receipts, we might appro¬ 
priate as much as cou’d be spared for the Service of China and Bombay. 

21. These calculates are enter’d in our consultation of the 31 Ultimo' 
and it appears that our military expences by the Commissary General military 
paymaster and military storekeeper amount to about thirty Lacks of Rupees- 
p. Annum. The Fortifications Marine and other expences of the Presidency, 
about ten Lacks, and for our investment we compute forty Lacks, Total of 
Disbursements, eighty Lacks, on the other hand our revenues amount to 
Sixty Lacks, and we compute our receipts in the import warehouse and 
Custom house, nine and half Lacks, and the money paid in on Bills on your 
Honors, Twenty Lacks, 

22. Upon this calculation we determined to send five Lacks to Madrass 
to be forwarded to China, and we have divided the risque betv/een the Clinton 
and the Houghton. We have agreed likewise to assist Bombay with a further 
Supply of five Lacks, but as the largest part of our revenues comes in that [the]: 
latter part of the year, and the advancement for our investment must be made 
in the early months, we have desir’d the President and Council to draw upon 
us only on condition, that it shall be in our option to pay in ready money or in 
Bonds which bonds will always be receiv’d in our Treasury in Payment for 
Bills of exchange on England, We shall take what money may be offer’d us for 
Bills on Madrass payable in Pagodas, but of these we judge the amount will 
be very small. 

23. The great amount of the military expences has at all times engag-;d 
our most scrijtus attention, and we have made what reduction we could in the 
Article ofBalti, and other Contingent Charges, we have now again appointed 
a special Council to be held by the Assistance of Major Adams and Major- 
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Gamac, for taking this Essential Branch under consideration, and making 
what further reduction may seem Possible; our Seapoys only being in number 
eight thousand, cost near ten Lacks a year, and we do not find we can spare 
any unless the number of Europeans is increasM and Kept up. 

24. We apprehend great difficulty in dispatching yojir Ships to England 
next season by the want of Saltpetre since you have been pleas’d to relinquish 
your exclusive Parwannah, and grant leave to the Dutch to purchase as they 
please, but to prevent this farm falling again into the Country Government 
who might upon our relinquishing it, let it out to a Moor’s merchant as for¬ 
merly; and to obviate as much as in our power the certain bad consequences 
which would attend a Struggle and Opposition, by different agents and Go- 
masters [gomastahs], we have propos’d in a letter we wrote to the Directore 
and Council at Ghinsura to give them notice of this instance of your regard to 
their interest, that the purchase of Saltpetre shall still be carried by us, under 
the Sanction of the same Pervannah, and without taking any notice to the 
Nabob of this [his] orders, and they receive a certain proportion of the quantity 
provided, adding that they doubted not they wou’d regulate the proportions, 
tn such a reasonable manner, as might be consistent with the circumstances 
of our respective Nations. This Their Directore being indisposed, has preve¬ 
nted as yet any Answer to this proposal, but we think they cannot but be 
sensible of the advantage of such an accommodation as we have recommended. 

25. The President while at Patna accommodated the disputes between 
the Dutch and English Factories, concerning the Opium Trade to the Satis" 
faction of both Parties. 

26. The news of the French Cruizers in Ballasore road, reaching the 
President at Muxadabad on his return from Mungeer, he made the best of 
his way to Calcutta and arrived the i8th Ultimo. 

27. By his letter to the Board of the 15th of Dcccmr. you will be informed 
that according to tlie latest advices from the N. ward there was no appearance 
of any attempts to disturb the tranquility of tliese Provinces; Shaw Aulum 
and Shuja Dowla seeming to be chiefly intent upon preserving and regulating 
the conquests they made last year upon the Morattas^, and that upon discou¬ 
rsing with the Nabob concerning the Assistance of Forces they had apply’d 
for to him and us, he seem’d no ways inclin’d to comply with that Applica¬ 
tion, giving it as his opinion it was a very uncertain contest, and wou’d be 
attended with a great and useless cxpencc. On our part also we are far from 
desiring to engage in any such distant enterprize, nor will the state of our force 
at present admit of it; all we wish is to preserve the tranquillity of Bengali. 

28. The President having laid befoic the Nabob the complaints of the 
Gentlemen of Ghittigong, Dacca, and Luckipore, concerning the stoppage 
of several of their Boats, at different Chokeys, also receiv’d from hin^ a multi¬ 
tude of Complain[ts] from his Officers in several parts of the Country, against 
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the English Gomastahs, but particularly those at Rungpotir, Sillet, Raziga- 
ihutty, and other distant parts of the country, ethploy’d chiefly in the ttidt' 
of salt, Tobacco, Bettlenut, and some few other Articles of iniatid trade 
which he urg’d we were restrain’d from before the Troubles. The Nabob 
enlarg’d much upon the Detriment his Revenues Suffered by the Authority 
exercised by our Gomastahs in carrying on this trade in those distant' parts, 
where we had no Government to restrain them, and his was too weak to do 
it, urging finally that he thought we had no right to deal in those Articles. 

29. The President and Mr. Hastings being of Opinion that the trade in 
Such Articles ought not to be carried on, to the Prejudice of the Revenues of 
the country Government, and that rules should be laid down for the conduct 
of our Gomastahs, and the officers of the Government respectively, propos’d 
to the Nabob Articles for this purpose, as contained in their letter to the Board 
of the 15 Decemr. the Nabob declin’d binding himself by these Articles, but re¬ 
presented again in a Letter to the President just before his departure from Mun- 
geer the Grievances before mentioned, and the President wrote him an Answer, 
concerning the regulations before propos’d and some other Articles, and Assu¬ 
ring him that the inland trade should be carried on upon that footing only 
and our Gomastahs subjected in the manner therein mention’d to the officers 
of the Government. The rest of the Gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta 
did not approve of the Articles propos’d iii the Letter before mention’d from 
the President and Mr. Hastings, nor of the President’s Letter to the Nabob 
^ which had been transmitted them from the Factory 

17 th Jany. Dacca and determined therefore to Cali all the 

Members of the Board to Calcutta excepting those 
at Patna and Chittigong whose great distance would make it incon¬ 
venient that they might reconsider this Affair—Certain it is the Officers of the 
Country Government have made a very ill use of the Concessions made in 
their favor, and the Restraints laid upon our Agents and Gomastahs, as they 
have in many places stopped our Trade entirely and grossly insulted our Agents 
and Gomastahs—The Members of the Board call’d down on this occasion 
being arrived we shall take this Affair into Consideration tomorrow, and lay 
down such Rules for carrying on the Inland Trade and for the Conduct of 
our Gomastahs towards the Country Government as shall appear most equi“ 
table and expedient for removing the Grievances of both parties, and in the 
mean time the President has represented strongly to the Nabob the insolence 
of his Officers and told him that till full and sufficient regulations are agreed 
on, our trade in any Articles must not be interrupted and if any Attempt# are 
ihade to the Contrary we shall make use of our own force to remove all such 
•Obstructions. 

30. The Gentlemen at Dacca having remark’d to Us in their Letter of 
the I ith of December that the Cossajura Dooreas which are annually order’d 
for flowering at their Factory, turn out in general far inferior in Quality to 
those whic^ Jri'c manufactur’d with them. We beg leave to referr to your Honors 
their Observations on that head for yoUr Consideration & Orders. 



I4:^?|WARY 1763 


475 


31. -WeMve orf^’id-^ ^ bej^:ma 4 & this YearChi^^gong^ 

.^g^re^le, h) 4 list .ziiia^e'OUt by> t^e. Expt^t Warehouse ke^er find- approved 
.by.,thc^9fir4i of\yhi9hrA>popy iaeoter^d^ftpr-oiur Gopsail^tion ,pf tlw.3i;st 

Jani^aiy. 

32. The Appearance of these French Cruizers in the Bay, a^jd the want 
and, defencfeless State of Chittagong Jed us to consider the fortifying of that 
Factory, as it is liikely to become a Settlerpent of great Advantage to ,the Corp*^ 
pany; We have, therefore, wfote to the Gentlemen there for tlmir Sentiments 
on this Head, and we shall be^glad to know how far Your Hpnors will approve 
of our fortifying it. 

33. Finding by the Presidents Letter from Mppr§hedabad, that the 
Gomplamts which prevail thro’out the Country about the Calcutta Siccaes 
arise chiefly from the custom of Re-stamping, which, as it draws the Rupee 
broader and thinner and leaves the ^tamp less perfect, occasions their being 
easily distinguished from the Rupees struck at Moorshedabad, We therefore 
determined to abolish the Method of Rcstamimig and Jlesolv^ instead of 
it [to] Re-coin in our Mint all. Rupees of the Sicca Standard at the rate of 
2ip Cent; whereby the.sanie Advantage will accrue,to the Company and 
the Currency of the Siccaes, We hope will be established. Our proceedings 
on this Subject arn enter’d on Gonm^tation of the .31st January. 

34. We advised you in our last of having Ordered Mr. Claude De laporte 
(O Cossimbuzar and Dacca. On his Arrival at the former place he wrote us 
a Letter setting forth the insjufficiency of his .Stipend to defray his necessary 
Charges which Letter is enter’d after our Consultation of the 27th December. 
The same We beg leave to referr to your Honors agreeable to Mr. Delaporte’s 
request, and because We must needs say that we think his Representation 
a just one. 

« 

35. Having been disappointed in our Design of accomplishing an -Ex¬ 
change of Prisoners with Monsr. Palliere whilst he lay in thCjRoad, We took 
that Subject under Consideration in Consultation the 7 Inst, and resolved 
to send to the Islands an equal Number of French Prisoners with those taken 
on the Walpole, agreeable to Monsr. Pailier’s Request and that we might 
rid you of the monthly £}q>ence-of their Maintenance here. We have ac¬ 
cordingly advertized'for a Vessell to freight as a Cartel JShip for this service 
and if any one oflers We shall dispatch her thither. 

36. It is necessary that We should here make mention of the Service 
which has been render’d the. Company by Gapt. Henry Wedderbum during 
his Cruize in the Seahorse Sloop ; To his Asddmty is chiefly to be attributed 
the safe Arrival of your Ship the Boscawen and his Vigilance at ail other 
.penqdb y^s-eqi^lyrto -be commended. We. therefore thought hitn justly 
mititled m. the Jihanks. of the Bo^ and a Proxnijm of beiqg recommended 
..^your Honors in,proper light ;,ajnd .We accordingly, einbmee this Oppor* 

poln^tmg.]^^cu^ you as a very fit Person tn.succped^ C!apt< S^ott 
, in the r Post of Attea^d^^ ^pL,i^hle. not beix^ arrived. 
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37. Neither can we in Justice omit recommending to your Particular 
favor and Countenance Mr. Camoron, who has for these two Years past been 
employed in the Office ofSunrey at this Presidency. In this Capacity he has 
been engaged in making a Survey of your Lands in the Calcutta Purgunnas^ 
And has in part executed the same with great Care and Exactness, much 
pains and Trouble; For the particulars of his Observations in the course 
of the Survey, We referr you to the Proceedings of the Committee of New 
Lands. And as We arc well assured of this Gentleman’s Abilities and Know¬ 
ledge in the Engineering and Artillery Branches We cannot but point him 
out as a Person who may be very useful to the Company in conducting either, 
and otherwise deserving of your Notice. 


38. Mr. William Bodle departed this Life of a fever the 25th of December, 


Cons. 
27th Deer. 


and there has Deceased on your Military List since 
our Last 2nd Lt. of Artillery A. Decker and Ensigns 
John Haynes and William Lander. 


39. Those Deaths with some advised in the Tilbury’s Letter having 
occasioned several Vacancies in the Military The President has made the 

^ following promotions Vizt. Lt. Fireworker Wm. Hays 

Fcby* 

to be 2nd Lt. and Mar-som Reed to [be] a Lt. Fireworker 
of the Artillery and Robert Davidson, Caesar Flaction, George Thomas and 
John James Prichard who came out this Year Cadets to be Ensigns in the 
Battalion. 


40. We also granted Commissions to Captains Robert Campbell and 
Francis Flaction on their Arrival agreeable to Your Orders; and we beg 
leave to referr you for a View of the whole Promotions 
27 th Deer the last Year, to a Register form’d by the Secretary 

which goes in the Book packet p Ship Drake another 
Copy shall go by the Latter Ship continued down to that Time and 
We shall order a like Register to be transmitted you Aimually in 
Duplicate. 


41. We have laden and consign’d to your Honors on these ships the 
Drake & Hardwicke simdry Goods and Merchandize Amountg. to CRs. 
J 3 > 47>400 their proportions whereof are conformable to their Respective 
Invoices & first Bills of Lading enclosed in their several Packets. 


42. We have also laden on them Sundry Stores for the use of the Island 
of St. Helena Amotg. in all to CRs. 2,4i5-i4-[6] agreeable to the Invoices 
and Bills of Lading enclosed to them. 


43. We have already had Occasion to make favourable Mention o^ 
Mr. Graham in our Address of the 30th October 1762 in Respect of his 
Care in Management and Collection of the Burdwan Revenues. We 
must now do him the Justice to acquaint your Honors further that We have 
great Reason to commend his Capacity and Diligence in the EmpIoym«it 
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of Sub Secretary, the whole Business of the Office having been carried 
on by him to our entire Satisfaction since the Secretary Mr. Williamson’s 
Indisposition, |Which has been of several Months Standing. 

We arc 

May it please your Honors 
Your faithful humble Servants 

Fort William H. V. S./P. A./S. B./W. B./J. G. 

the 14th Feb. 1763 W. H./J. J./W. H./R, M./H. W. 

In the Draft of this Letter prepared by the President after the 29 th 
Paragraph stood the following, which not being agreeable to the Sense of the 
Majority of the Board, was by the Order expunged but the President desired 
it might be added here as a Reference from himself. 

We are sorry to say that the Differences of Opinion which have arisen 
On this Subject, have been conducted as in some former Instances with too 
much Warmth, and that Reflections or injurious Expressions have again 
found a Place in our Records—our Honors will find the Particulars of all 
that has past on this Subject in our Consultation of the Ist Instant, when we 
gave them a fresh Reading at the Board We referr the whole to your 
Consideration and Justice and hope to have your Orders upon such Points 
as require it, for our future Guidance. 

Henry Van Sittart 

Postscript 

We have drawn upon your Honors by these Ships 72 Setts of Bills 
of Exchange at 365 Days and the usual Terms, the Particulars whereof 
are as follows—and 'Amount in all to CRs. 3,78,774-5-3 or ;^^S44,i9o-a-io, 

At 365 Days 

Setts] To Whom Granted To Whom Payable CRs. sf Strg. 

1 To Mr. Charles Child acct. 'Po Capt, Lauchlin 

Capt.*Lauchlin Mc.Lean Me. Lean Senr. or Order 16400 0 0 1913 6 8 

Senr. 

1 To Henry Van Sittart Esq. To Mr. Joseph Salvadore 3869 4 6 451 8 3| 

in full for 1 Chest of 
Coral Beads SS No. 1 
F 

Imported p Ship 
Norfolk 1762. 

1 To Do. Do. Do. To Do, 2767 1 3 322 16 6 

in full for 1 Chest of 
Do. SS No. 2 Imi>orted 

F 

p Ship ChesterHeld 1762 

1 To Do. Do. Do. ToMr.JudahSupino 1347 2 0 157 3 3i 

in Bill 1 Chest of Do. 

LL No. 2 F 
Imported p Ship Nor¬ 
folk 1762. 

1 To Do. Do. Do. To Mr. John Bums 


8635:9 0 1007 9 7 f 
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LETTER TO, COURT 


At 3$5rPftr« 


SettB -To Whom Granted 

To Whom Payable 

G.Rt. 

£Stt$. 


1 

To Messrs. H. \y^ts & 

To Colonel Eyre Coote 

11467 5 9 

1337 17 



R. Skinner 




1 

^To Hugh .Watts.- Eaqr. 

TO'William Hackett Esqr. 

700 4 0 

81 13 

11 

1 

.To Stanlakq^^on Estir. 

To James & Edward 
Buchley Batson Esqrs. 

40000 0 0 

4666 13 

41 

>1 

To Mr. A.‘Beaumont bang 

To George Challoner Esqr. 

9457 14 0 

1103 8 

4 


the Proceeds of 1 Chest 
of Coral Beads'Marked 
GGB No. 13 Imported 
. p Ship Wow^ester 1759 






1 

To Mr.'John Wollaston 

To John.Smith Esqr- 

4285 14 6 

500 0 

0 

1 

To James Siley 

,To Mrs. Lora.Siley 

15428 9 6 

1800 0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Robt. Halsey Bold- 

To Himself 

4285 11 6 

500 0 

0 


rick 





1 

To Capt. Wm. Rogers 

To Sr. James. Hodges 

17142 14 0 

2000 0 

0 

1 

To ,Mr. Fitz Owen Jones 

To Thomas Walker Esqr. 

5399 15 9 

629 19 111 


acct. 






William Billers Esqr. 





1 

To Do. • Do. Do. 

To Samuel-Rush Esqr. 

1714 4 6 

200 0 

0 

1 

To Capt. Josq)h Price 

To James Potter 

1114 4 3 

130 0 

0 

1 

To Thos.'Rumbold Esqr. 

To Mrs. Frances Southby 

2400 0 0 

280 0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Sptuel Middleton 

To Hepry Hastings Esqr. 

3428 9 0 

400 0 

0 

1 

To Do. Do. Do. 

To Mr. James Tu^ncy 

546 8 0 

63 15 

2 



Acct. the Estate of 
Mr. Francis Vassmer 
Dece’d. 




1 

To Capt. Randfurlie Knox 

To Mr. John Forster 

1714 4 6 

200 0 

0 

1 

To Capt. Alexander Scott 

To Capt. Jonathan Ran- 

2571 6 9 

300 0 

0 


son & Mr. Gabriel 
Snodgrass 





1 

To Mr. Clement Crooke 

To Mr. Henry Davidson 

857 2 3 

100 0 

0 


Acct. Mr. John David¬ 

Acct.-.Mr.i Robert Da¬ 





son 

vidson. 

- 



1 

To Mr. Phillip Milner 

To John Henry Marttins 





Dacrcs 

Esqr. 

1263 0 0 

147 7 

8 

1 

To Ditto 

To Mr. John Haskins 

819 5 0 

95 11 81 

1 

To Mr. Henry Plowman 

To Mr. Edward Ironside 

857 2 3 

100 0 

0 

1 

To Mr. Sutton Banks 

To William Waller Esqr. 

171 6 9 

20 0 

0 

1 

To Messrs. Robt. Gregory 

To Wm. Brightwell 





& John Wollaston 

Sumner E^r. 

8512 9 6 

993 2 

8 

1 

To Dj & Do. Do. 

To Richard Bechar Esqr. 

430 1 3 

50 3 

6 


Acct. Miss Elizth. Mas¬ 
sey 





1 

To Robert Gregory Esqr. 

To Theodorus Bisdom 
& Sons 

6761 13 9 

788 17 71 

1 

To Mr. John Johnstone 

To Mr. Andrew John¬ 

857 2 3 

100 0 

0 



stone. 




1 To Mr. Edwd. Handle Ad> 

To Mrs. Margaret Stur¬ 

4236 12 0 

566 5 

9 


minr, to John Sturgeon 

geon. 




1 To Mr.^ieorge Williamson 
. 1 To Mr/Anselm Beaumont 

To Maximilian Westeian 

857 2 3 

100 0 

0 

To George Ghallpper Eser. 

4285 11 6 

500 0 

0 



Setts To Whom Granted 

1 To Mr. Robt. Halsey Bald- 
rich 

1 To Mr. George Boswall 
1 To,Cap. Edward Menzics 

1 To Gapt. Robert Campbell 
1 To Robert Gregory Esqr. 

1 To Robt. Gregory Esqr. 
Acct. Jn. Cartier Esqr. 

1 To Do Do Do. 

1 To Mr. Tliomas Cooke * 

1 To David Crichton Junr. 

1 To Capt. Francis Flaction 
1 To Mr, Robert Brown 
( 

1 To Mr. Archibald Kier 
1 To Doctor Clement Crooke 

1 To Mr. Thomas Cooke 

1 To Mr. Newman Mallack 
1 To Mr. I'ysoe Saul Hancock 
1 To Mr. John Orfeus Yales 
1 To Mr. Ricliard Hall 
1 To Ditto 

1 To Tysoe Saul Hancock 
Esqr. and Rqssell 
Skinner 

1 To Mr. Nicholas Grueber 

1 To Mr. William Bolts 
1 To Mr. Richard Dean 
1 To Goja Solomon David 

1 To Peter Carstairs 

1 To Lieut John Grant Acct. 
Ballances of Lieuts. Ma- 
chie, [Mahie?],Herron, 
Pridcaqx, Alieq, Fullerj 
Ensigns Brabazon, Fra¬ 
zer,; 'Surgeons Brown, 
Jen^; & S!Eijt^,PowJ> 

ell and Gordale 

* ^ * 

1 To the Hon’ble' James 
Phillip Lyon 

1 To Do. Do. Do. 

To Warren Hastings Esqr.. 
& ' the Hon’ble James 
PhilHp Lyon ; 


1^ PEBR^AR^ 17^3 
fo Whom Payable 

^ a. * . 

To Himself or Order 

To Mr. AlexanderJPick 

•To George Cruckshank 
Esqr* .4 . 

To, Wootgn Braham 

To Edwd. Holdpn.Crut- 
tenden Esqr. 

'fo Stepiicn Law'Esqr. ^ 

To Samuel Waller Esqr. 
To fleorgc Bane Esqr. 

To Thomds Crfchtoh 
To Mr. Patrick Scott 

To Messrs. Nixon & 

Lewis 

f' * * i . . 

To Mr. Patrick Scott 

To Messrs. Nixon & 
Lewis 

To Messrs. Wm. Coie- 
grave'& James Wal- 
mesley . 

To Himself 
To Mrs. Elizabeth Hart 
To Mr. John Hardy 
To himself 

To Gapt. Nicholas Webb 
Rd. Hall 

To Mrs. Sarah Mapletoft 

To Sir James Johnstone 
& Mr. Samuel Han- 
nay 

To Mr. John Misenor 
To William Dean 

To John Davis & J. Z. 
Holwell Esqr. 

To Allan. Auld . 

To Richard Cox Esqr. 


To Robert '& Mungo 
. Hbldane Acct. JaAies 
Holdsme . 

I • N*i * • ' 

To John .Zeph^a ^ol- 
well; Wm. Birch & 
John Davies 

To Richard Bourchier 


, CRs. ;CStrg. 

►' * - .-r? 4* 

i7139 10 0. , 1999 12 6 

430 0 0 50 3 4 

17,14 ,4^ 6 200 0 0 

252 13 ,6 29 10 .0 

4903 s'b 572 0 

‘ ' l^T^l a , 9. 230 0 0 

857 2 3 100 0 .0 

1028 9 3 120 0 0 

4285 11 - 6 ■ 500 0 0 

,4*285 12 .0 500 0 0 

4285 12 - 0 - 500 0 0 

2'800 o‘ o' 326 13 4 

2875 7 9 335 6 8 

717 13 9 83 15 0 


928 0 0 108 5 4 

315 0 0 36 15 .0- 

638 3 3 74 9 H 

5000 0 0 583 6 8 

5000 0 0 583 6 a 

^ 1 

2076 11 9 242 5 7 


2000 0 0 233 6 8 

1542 13 6 180 0 0 

428 90 50' 0 a 

1714 4 6 200 0 0 

. 3000. 00 350 0 0 

5300 11 6 618 8 4 


*22^ 15 9 263 1 7} 

83585., 4 .6 ;9751 12 3 ^^ 

, 1884 7 6 4 219 .17 'l * 


34 
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LETTKS TO VOUKt 


Setts Tb Whom Granted 
1 To Mr. John Johnstone 


1 To Teter Amyatt Eaqr. ac¬ 
count William Ellis Esqr. 


1 To 


Ditto 


I To Mr. Robt. Gregory 
Acct. Capt. Ambrose 
Perry 

1 To Mr. Richard Barwell 

1 To Peter Amyatt Esqr. 
Atty. to Wm. Ellis Esqr. 
Acct. the Estate of Nfr. 
Francis Vassmer Dece'd 

1 To Mr. James Lawrell 

1 To Mr. William Magee 
1 To Ditto 

1 To Ditto 


To Whom Payable 

To Sir James Johnstone 
& Mr. Saixmel Han- 
nay 

Tb Bmbaaan Ellis ft 
William Watts Esqr. 

To Major Thos. Town¬ 
send 

To Mr. Francis Perry 


To William Barwell Esqr. 
To Walpole Eyre Esqr. 


To Messrs. James Spal¬ 
ding suid Samuel Sea- 
well 

To George Gray 
To George Gray Esqr. 
To Hugh Baillie Esqr. 


72 Setts 


Currt. Rupees 


CRs 

■ 


aCStrg. 


4284 

11 

6 

500 

0 

0 

8571 

7 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

11605 

6 

3 

1353 

19 

21 

857 

6 

0 

100 

0 

6 

1052 

1 

6 

122 

14 

10 

280 

5 

6 

32 

14 

11 

812 

0 

0 

94 

14 

8 

1643 

1 

3 

191 

13 

10 

835 

9 

0 

97 

9 

7 

428 

9 

3 

50 

0 

0 

378774 

5 

3 

44190 

2 

lOj 


Fort William 
The 14th Feby. 1763 
Origl. p. Drake 
Dup. p. Hardwick 
Trip. p. Clinton 


We are 

'May it please your Honors, 
Your faithfully humble Servants, 
H.V.S./P.A./S.B./W.B./J.C. 
W.H./J.J./W.H./R.M./H.W. 
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LETTER DATED 18 APRIL 1763 

Hostile actions qf Mir Qasim at Patna—Cmpanfs right to eustom-fiee foreign 
as well as inland trade asserted—seizure of Mir Qasim's officers and procedure for 
settling disputes with them—instructions solicited on procedure for ^ d in g letters to 
Indian powers—Hay and Amyatt to be deputed to Mir Qasm—con^Utints against 
Mlis—disposition of troops—Mir Qasim*s parwana exempting all goods from duty— 
—indignation of the Poardskkmiskes with the Hawab*s officers—Johnstone and 
H(ty accuse Yansittart of private agreement toHk ike Jfawab—Mir Qasim*s reluctance 
meive the deputsOion and Baard*s insistence^ 

To The .Btm’blc the Court ol Directors for Aifaun of the Hon'ble United 
Co^hpany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 



ri8 Atmn, 


4 fil 

May it please yow> Honass, 

I. la the 39 Paragraph of our last Address under Date the 14th of Febru¬ 
ary, We advised you that We should immediately proceed to consider of the 
Matters for -which the fiill Board had been Assembled; and -we accordingly 
Biet the next Day for that Piupc»e. 

a. Previous to our entering upon Business, Motions were made for 
Summoning Major Adams & Major Gamac to sit at the Board on this 
Occasion; which Motions being Approved by the 

Oms. 15 th Fcby. Majority, those G^tlemen were accordii^ly summoned; 

and we beg leave to referr you to the said Consultation 
of the 15th Feby. for the Opinions of the several Members on this Head. 

3. Major Adams beir^ then at the Cantonment near Ghyrotte could not 
be present that Day; All that We concluded therdbre at fthis Meeting, was 
upon a Due and serious Consideration of the several 

15 th Fcby. Letters receiv’d, to issue Orders to the Different 

Subordinates instructing them, until they should receive 
our further Directions, to Carry on both the Companys and Private Business 
in the same manner as before; paying such Duties on certain Articles in 
the latter Branch, as they usually did pay previous to the late Regulations; 
and on this footing, to prevent as far as possible any Violence being 
committed either by our People or the Governments; but that if any such 
Insolcncics should be attempted as to oblige them to make use of Force 
to endeavor, to seize the Principal Person who might have thus endeavor’d 
to injure Us. And to prevent all Pleas of Ignorance which might in such Cases 
be urged on the Part of the Government, the Presidert at the same time wrote 
circular Letters to the several Fougedars, informing them as far as was 
necessary of these Resolutions and Ordei*s. 

4. At the same Consultation Major Garnac sent in a Letter representing 
the Propriety of his having the Command of the Troops at Patna, which 

15 th Fcby. was Recorded and Ordered to lay for Consideration. 

» 

5. At Our next Consultation it being esteemed necessary for the Infor. 

matiran of Major Adams,to read again the Several Procee¬ 
dings, axid Papers relative to the President’s Transaction 
' '' with the Nabob, Our Time was by this Perusal so far 
consumed, that we could conclude nothing further that 
Day than to Settle a Plan for carrying on Our future Proceedings; and 
which Plan your Honors will find there enter’d. 

6. We met again on the 19th with an Intention to consider the first 

Article of the tadd Plan, compared with our Firmaun 

tfithTthr- Hasbiilhoeikums and Subsequent Treaties; but of many 
ofahese enact Trandations being previously paired to 
enab W us to judge propculy <on We ordered Translations to be 







accordingly prepared; and for that Day proceededthS'Sccond <Article of 
the Plan relative to the Nabob’s having Shut up one of the Gates of the 
'City of Patna, an^ run an Entrenchment Into' the River whifch ^tevfentcd 
the Tracking of Boats jon the'side of the Fartoiy/ Our Opirfions “ 4 nd't>eter^ 

’ ' mlnatioh 6h these Points, is well as reg^trding d Gungfe 

Cons. 19th Feby. belonging to the said'Factoi'y ‘which the “Nabob wanted 
, . . t • to.'remove, at« eifitered at ,X.?irgq, oi> . the Fape of the 
Consultation; to which therefore We ^pfer You. ^ 


* _ ^ * i * I »< r « j 

The Translatiqn? and other necessary Papers order’d to be prepar’d 
beii^i laid .before ps were enter’d on the face ofnext'^Consultation '‘agreeable 

to the Order in which they'were read; and being likewise 
2id Fcby. fully consider’d and tic*tjated tm' at the Board, The 

' Substaaicc' of the whole wati reduced into a,sett of Ques¬ 

tions, on which the several Members were desirqd to deliver in their 
Opinions In writing against the Tuesday fidiowing. 


! Accordingly they were delivered in; and it was found to be the Opinion 
of the M^ority, that, from the Tenor of our Firmaun Hasbulhookums and 

Treaties, We had an absolute Right to carry on our* 
iht March. Trade, as well Foreign as Inland in the Provinces of 

Bengali, Bahar'and Orixa by the means of a Dustuck 
free'of all Duties or Customs to the Country GovernmentBut that the 
Nabob might have no Room left, for Complaint ni to think that we intended 
pressing Our Rights harder upon him than We had done on former Subahs, 
It was agreed to continue to him a certain Consideration on the Article of 
Salt. And by the ^iim of the Answers to the Question, What that Gonsidera- 
2d "March. ‘ tion should be. If Was resolved. In Consultation of the 
(a^Or’ttoughlty 2d. l^atch to atlow him '2| p Cent upon the “Row.mna 
Market Price Pi if e; An<l that salt’wi^s '"the (inly''Article of Trade 
< . . which shQ»W.0ay«*f#iS7CJp?.tom whatever to, the,Country 

Government. . i», l>n<. i n . ,r 

. •• ‘ . <*I, !»i( » ' . . 


9. This being become here an established and fixed Resolution, It now 
remains with your Honors to Judge -of the Justness, of it, as well as pf the 
Validity of the Arguments made use-of on both sides, .on the Occasion; and 
We therefore referr you to them entirely, as'entered at large cn the Consulta¬ 
tions of the l,>t & 2nd of March. » 


iOy. A Complwut, supported by Extracts from many Letters, was deli¬ 
ver’d into the Board, by Messrs. Cartier, Johnstorie, Hay, Senior, and Bolts, 

and which determined us to seize the Offender being 
lhcNabo[b’s] PhoUsdar at Rangamatty^; that Wc might 
• - ' '• learn from what •Orders or Motives he acted in a manner 

so prejudicial tb the English tod TradtHn gerkeral. We <accordingly wrote to 
tA'pvft the "Orders in essecution from thence as being the nearest 
f acibry; Mtd if they‘$ei:£ed him M> stod him-tO'Calcutta, /And a jComplaint of 




Part of the city of Patna on the river Ganges 
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much ftpm ,I#uclt^ore, ma^e us determine to jseizc Syed 

Cons. iad'Feby. • .Coi^arvAUy& Aga NazW;. Officer? 

, ., acting under Mahomed, Aly beg, the Nabob’s Collector 
of the Dacca District, 

11. 'Having determined in answer to the 5 & 6 questions.proposed the 
a2d of Feby., that our Gomastahs or Agents should be under no actual 

Controiul of the Officers of the Government but restrain’d 
" 5th M»rth by certain- Regulations which should be laid down, We 

proceeded' to settle such Regulations as We thought 
necessary for restraining-accordingly our Agents and Gomastahs from inter¬ 
fering with any . Aifains of the.Country Government injuring the People, or 
being injured by them. And for deciding Disputes, which might arise between 
them-For these ends We determined, that a Gomastah being aggriev’d by 
any Dependent of the Government; ‘ should first make his Application tu the 
Officer of the Government residing on 'the Spot; from whom if he did not 
receive immediate Satisfaction, he should send his Complaint to the Chief of 
the nearest Factory, who should, be empower’d to take Cognizance uf the 
same and demand or exact if necessary the Satisfaction which tlie Case inigh 
require. On the Other hand where the Governments People should have 
reason to complain against English Gomastahs or Agents; We determined 
that they should be directed to give the said Agent or Gomastah Notice of 
the Complaint in Writing, and require and recommend to him to settle the 
same in an equitable and amicable manner; which if the Gomastah i»r Agent 
should refiisc or neglect to do,‘ that the Government’s Officer should then 
transmit an Account of it to the Chief of the nearest English Factory, who 
shoul’d be required to examine strictly into'the affair and decide it according 
to justice. Auxiliary to this general Rule We agreed on several other regula¬ 
tions which your Honors will find enter’d at large on the Consultation of 
the 5th of March Likewise to lender the whole every where effectual. We 
appointed a Member of the Gossimbuzar Factory Resident at ‘Rilngpoor, to 
take Cognizance of the Complaints and decide the Disputes which might arise- 
in the Districts too distant from any, of the establish’d Factories and who 
should at same time carry on and cndcavpr to improve the Companys Silk 
Investment made at that Place, . ' . 

12. Oh -account of this Appointment We added another -Servant to the 
Council at Gossimbuzar, \^hich was Mr. James Phillip Lyon-; and who was 

also- at first nominated to the Residency above mention’d 

ibth March but upon a Revisal of the appointment* it was the 
Opihioft of the Majority that Mr. Chambers the Second 
should be sent to Kungpbre, and that Mr. Lyon should -proceed third to . 
Gossimbuzar. 

13 . ' During' the Course of these deliberations the President wrote fre- 

[. ."*.] Feby. qucntly to the Nabob; first to inform him that Ahe Regula¬ 

tions he had proj^sed could not take plaCe, and of the RcsolutJtyftf'tfefetive 
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to the Burbunna Gate and Gunge*, and afterwards of th<J many Ootnp*' 
laints which arrived from all Quarters against hiS Officers^ and for which 
We should expect to receive ample Reparation. The first Answer of 
any consequence to these Letters arrived with us in Council the 7 of March; 
In the one of them he contain’d his Answer with respect to Trade in 

three Propositions or Demands which are extracted and 
Con*. 7th March entered at length- in the body of the Consultation. In 
the other there appeared throughout a general dis¬ 
inclination to give us any Satis&ction, for the Interruptions and ill usage 
which We had receiv’d from the Officers of his Government. Ai^ both 
Letters in the whole seem’d rather an Evasion than any Answer to the 
President’s representations. 

14. It was therefore agreed that a Letter should be immediately wrote 
him, containing our Opinion of his Letters, and giving him a full Account of 

what had been hitherto resolv’d on by the Board, in 
7th March consequence of the Reference had to the Firmaun, 

Husbulhookums and Treaties; by the Tenor of which 
the Board were determined to abide. It was at same Time resolved that 
Messrs. Amyatt and Hay shotild be deputed to the Nabob, to explain to him 
more fully the Justice of those Rights and Pretensions and settle with him 
the Rules for levying the Custom which We had agreed should be paid him 
and that for the former Purpose they should be furnish’d with Copies of the 
®aid Phirmaun, Husbulhookums and Treaties. Of this Resolution likewise 
the Nabob was now advised; and further acquainted That as We should 
strictly examine into all the Complaints against English Agents and Gomastahs, 
and cause them to make amends for whatever Injustice it might appear they 
had committed, so, We should insist upon Justice against all those Officers 
of his Government, who might be proved Guilty of the Obstructions and 
Extortions laid to their charge; & that they should be obliged to make Re¬ 
paration for all Losses occasion’d thereby. 

15. As the first of the beforemention’d Propositions from the Nabob 
iisplyed an Ignorance of the nature of ow Government and the Powers of 
the Council, Mr. Johnstone moved that a Publick Letter should be wrote 
to him explaining these points and redemanding the Presidents Letter which 
cemtain’d the Regulations; and That such Letter should be signed by the 
whole Board and go under the Companys Seal; but the Majority of the 
Board dissenting to the Latter peurt of this Motion; It was agreed that the 
points mentaon’d by Mr. Johnstone should be eaqa-essed in two Additional 
Paragraphs to the Letter before Order’d to be wrote under the sign and seal 
of the President. 

ifi. This Motion of Mr. Johnstone’s wath another made by die same 
Gentleman on the 17 th of March, serving to shew that 
>7ib yovu- Orders relative to the Method of carrymg on the 

Country Correspondence do not appear sufficiently 



iB APRIL 1765. 485 

clear and explicit, We leave to refer you to the Opinions given those 
two Days, and to desire that you will favor us in conscqjuence with ysur 
further explanation, and Directions on this hffa di 


17. When we appointed Messrs. Amyatt and Hay Deputies to the Nabob; 

it was likewise esteem’d proper and necessary that they 
7tIH!^ch should cany along with them a Person to continue in the 

aand Mveh Quality of Resident at the Durbar; and Mr. Thomas 

Amphlctt was accordingly appointed. To which Appoint¬ 
ment Mr. Henry Hutchinson was afterwards nominated Assistant. 


18. We received a Letter from Patna informing us that the Nabob* had 
put a Dustuck on our Gomastah employ’d on providing Ophium at Bahar 
with intention to Collect Duties on that Article; and that the Chief had 
wrote to Rajah Nobut Roy the Naib at Patna, to enquire the Reasons for 

such Proceeding; In answer to this We repeated the 
5 March General Orders sent them on 15th February; Before 

10 March the next Consultation We had received another Letter 

enclosing Nobut Roy’s answer to the Chief; In con¬ 
sequence whereof, It was then resolved, that the President should write to 
the Nabob requiring as Positive and immediate answer whether he would 
issue Orders to all his Officers to revoke those before sent when he circulated 
the late Regulations, and permit all Branches of Trade to go on in the 
former Channel, or not and to acquaint him that if he either refused or 
neglected to give such an Answer it must be productive of a Rupture between 
Us; an Event which We should be very sorry should happen. 

19. In Consultation the 14 th of March there was [nV] Letters received 
and some further Determinations pass’d relative to the Gunge and other 

. Affairs at Patna; but as they were Circumstances not 

14th March material We beg leave to refer you for an account 

of them to the Consultation and Letters of that Day. 
The Secretary was the same Day order’d to prepare a Draft of Instructions 
for Messrs. Amyatt and Hay. > 


20. At Consultation the 17th of March The President laid before the 
Board two Letters which he had receiv’d from the Nabob. These containing 
only some ill grounded general Reflections against Mr. ElUs, and Misrepre¬ 
sentations aiKl Exaggerations with regard to the Losses 

17th Marc sustain’d on his side from the Disturbances in the 
Cotmtry; were immediately replyed to in the Terms related in that Day’s 
Proceedings, concludmg with an assurance that if he did not ir^ure or 
interrupt our Business or suffer his Officers to do so, his Government would be 
very safe and We should always be glad to support him in all the rights of it. 

21. The Secretary likewise now deliver’d in a Draft of Instruction for 
Messrs. Amyatt and Hay to which some Paragraphs minuted on Coiumltation: 
were that day added and they were ordered to lay for farther Consideration. 
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22. Out next Cbnsultation was wholly taken up in the Disposition 
of the TfooJjSfwhen it was resolved for the Reasons there ’mention’d, to 

^ ^ assemble Our Army in two feodys, the Kings Regt. to 

aisf Msi-ch 'll fprming one & the Companys Troops another each 
, . , under their proper Oj6B,qers, p.t Patna and Ghyrottee; 

That they should in these stations relieve each other .annually, and that Major 
Carnac with the Remainder of the Companys Troops should proceed and 
take tho Patna station, tjll the end of tl\e Year; on accoimt of the saving it 
would be of Expense in marching that.party as being the smallest, in number. 
The further necessary Regulations with regard to the Military Dutic' at the 
Presidency, and the Rule of March 4 ri changing the above st&tions, are 
enter’d amongst the other Resolutions in the said Consultation. 

23. Consideiing the great Lpss which annually,.happens in your 
Troops, from the unhealthiness of the Climate in and about Calcutta; and 
from the inactive state which they remain in, in gani^,. n, hnw little they can 
be inured to Fati^jUr, and of course how unfit for action if requisite; We 
cannot doubt but you will approve of the Disposition especially ^vhen you 
further consider the Difficulty you find in replacing the most tiivial diffi- 
ciency [jtc] in your Trtjops, and how necessary it is to maintain a 1 especlab’e 
Body on the Principal Frontier, for our safety against foieign E iCnies, and 
securing the Tranquility of the Country. 

24. As from this Disposition a large part of our Troops will .ilw'ays be 
at Patna, and as on account of the Distance from the Presidency much must 
be left to the discretion of the Persons directing on the spot; It was tJiought 
necessary to determine in case of a Difference of Opinion between tin Field 
Officer and the Chief of Patna, to whom the Instructions a.re Jointly address’d 
ho%v the point should be settled, and the Question being accordingly debated 
It was agreed tliat in case a Difference should arise in Opinion regarding any 
piece (>f Service which required to be immediately executed, the/ should be 
directed to referr the same for decision to the Chief and Council at Patna and 
that the Matter in Question should be carried into execution agreeable to 
their Determination. But altho’ this resolution is to take place only in cases 
when the nature of the Service will not admit of the Delay of writing to the 
Board for further Orders; yet as some of tlhe Members were for adopting 
other Methods, vVe shall be glad your Honors would coiifirm that or any 
other which you think most proper to be followed. 

' 25. On the 22Tid March Mr. Johnstoneiaid before the Board, Copy of 
a Saned and Perwannah of the Nabob's which he had reteeived in Private 

Letters *frOm Patha,' The fbrmer containmg an Exemp* 
2and Match tion of all Duties whatever within his Government for the 
. - space of two years; and the latter to Rajah Npbut Roy 
enjoining the l^rictest compliance with the T«ior of thia Saned. On these Mr. 
Johnstone df 4 ired the Opinion of the Board might be collected and a 
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Resolution come to, beforp Messrs. Amyatt and Hay-Aould procefedott their 
Peputatipn. * . . . , . * » . 


26. This whs accordingly done next Council Day for the Majority of the 
Board being of Opinion, that the Naboti as Subah had,no Authority to take 
such a step, that it was done with a View to prejudice the Gompanys Business 
th M ch coimteract the Measures yhich the Board had 

Deen taking for the Welfare of Trade in general, It was 
therefore resolved that Paragraph rfiould be added to Messrs.' Amyatt 
and Hay’s instructions, directing them to represent this to the Nabob, 
and insist upon his revoking the Saned and collecting Duties as brfore, 


27. The same Day further Letters were laid before the Board from the 
Nabob full of Complaints against our Conduct, for ordering to be s( ized the 
Persons mention’d in the lo Paragraph of this Letter; and against 
Mr. Ellis’s for having also apprehended the Phousdar’s Naib at Tadjipore* 
for ititerrupting the Salt Petre investment; further advising us of his having 
issued the above mentioned Saned, with intention to prevent any further 
Disturbances, and repeating an Insinuation which he before made use of that 
these Disputes were continued with a view to bring on a breach between Us. 


28. To these Letters the President immediately replyed in the Terms 

enter’d on that days Proceedings; That our Original Orders in the Case 
of Dispute or Interruption to our Business, were to apply to him or his Officers 
fin- redress, and that it was not till this Method was so often tried without 
Effect, that we made use of the Disagreeable, but only, Remedy We 
had left, of freeing our Business by our own Force; That of this he had no right 
to complain, having been before advised of these Orders, and our Business 
being still step’d and obstructed, excepting in those Places where our Troops 
were actually station’d for its Protection—That when he had given such Orders 
as sh()uld put an cn^ to those Obstructions, We on our part would not 
interfere with his Officers in the Affairs of his Government. That We had 
wrote him before of our Resolutions and Demands and now again acquainted 
him. That We should insist upon a Compliance with them in every point* 
That We were heartily resolv’d to support him in his Government and all his 
Rights; but that if he opposed our People in the execution of Orders which 
We had Authotized, and with which he had been acquainted. We should look 
upon such Gondu'et as an open Declaration of War. And that to shew him 
our earnest Desire to prevent such an Event, We continued in our Resolution 
to send to him Messrs. Amyatt & Hay as soon as We should receive his 
Answer to our fqrmer Letter^ » * ^ 

A. , ' 1' 

29. The Opposition alluded to in the foregoing Paragraph, your Honors 

will find an Account of, in the Patna Letters of the 15th 
March & i6th of March; whereby it appears that a. Body of 
Troops detach’d^ from the Nabob’s Gam]^, attacked 
the fewScapoys whiph were left in charge of the Salt Petre after the 
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jHincipRl Bnturbor was seic’d of vdiom having Ulled fbur, and wmiadtd 
three more they carried the remainder Prisoners to the Nabob; after exami* 
nation he thought proper to dismiss them; and as Wc were unanimously 
inclined rather to accommodate Matters in an amicable Manner, than carry 
them to extremities We thought best to wave [jtc] for the present entering 
into the Particulars of this Insult, or demanding the explanation and Satis¬ 
faction, whpch] so Hostile an Act as it appear’d to be, certainly required. 

30. Syed Buddull CSawn and Aga Nazam being arrived from Luckypor^ 

Cons were called before the Board, and examined on die 

a8th Much Circumstances Imd to their Charge; In their Defence 

they produced several Letters from Mahomed Aly the 
Collector at Dacca, of which the most material are enter’d on Consultation. 
These being found to contain Orders of the most pemicioiu and Insolent 
Nature, even for surrounding our Factory at Luckypore, seizing 
our dependents and sending them in Irons to Dimca, interrupting our 
Intercourse by Letters and intercqiting the Packets; and at the same Time 
treating the Gentlemen of the Factory, and the Name of the English in 
general in the most Opprobrious Term We determined to seize Mahomed 
Aly and bring him to Calcutta, that We might learn what Orders or Motives 
prompted him to write in this Manner and a Letter was immediately wrote 
to the Gentlemen at Dacca to that Effect. 

31. At this Days Consultation Messrs. Johnstone and Hay deliver’d in a 

„ , ., . Minute, desiring that Messrs. Amyatt and Hay might 

March mstructed to enquire of the Nabob, Whether he 

enter’d into any private Agreement with the President 
to exempt his Goods from paying the Duty of 9 p Cent established by the 
Late Regulations; as from a Letter of the Nabob’s to Mahomed Aly, received 
from Dacca, it appear’d to th[em] that such an Agreement had been made. 
The President in his Answer on the same Consultation, was the first to 
desire that the Enquiry should be made and added some further remarks 
which appear on his Minute. A Paragraph was accordingly annex’d to 
Messrs Amyatt and Hay’s Instructions. 

33. The several Additions having been made to the Instructions for 
Messrs. Amyatt and Hay, they were now again Read and Approved; And 
Order’d to be Engross’d and Enter’d. We therefore beg leave to rdfer 
you to them, for any Particulars of their Commisdon which may have been 
omitted in this Summary. 

33. Messrs Amyatt and Hay now remain’d ready to set out when the 
Nabob’s Answer should arrive; but on reccit there of 
30th March it was fiiund to contsun rather a refusal than an 
Acceptance of [the] Visit, far as should re^^rd the 
Shblick Business; from a Conception, that his having abolished ail kimls of 
tluties, re^erd any further Conference or Regulations respecting Trade 
altogether unnecessary. The fiirther Substance of his Letters consisted ip a 
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Repetition of kit fonner Remonstxances and Retorts, smd a Rf^usal to give us 
die Satidaction required for the Losses sustain’d by thes[e] Disturbances. The 
several Members were therefore desired to deliver in their Opinions on those 
Letters; whether they thought Messrs. Amyatt and Hay should proceed, or 
what other measures should be taken to bring these Disputes to a Conclusion. 

34. Accordingly in Consultation the ist of April the Opmions were given 

in azid read and the Matter being also fully consider’d 
Cons. 1st^>ril and debated on; It was resolved in conformity to 
the Voice of the Majority, That the Nabob should 
be ag£^ wrote to, to insist on his receiving the intended Deputation 
for treating iq>on Business; And That Messrs. Amyatt and Hay should pro¬ 
ceed to, and wait his answer at Cossimbuzar. The President therefore address’d 
him under that Date, representing the Indecent Style of his Letters and the 
Impropriety of his Conduct—^That these had already been such as would fully 
justifie oar coming to a Rii^ture but to shew him how distant such a Proceeding 
was from our Thoughts, We acquainted him once more of our Intentions. 
That witha View of Settling the Disputes in the Country in the most effectual 
& Speedy manner & to avoid coming to extremities, We deputed Messrs. 
Amyatt & Hay to confer with him at Mongheer and that their Commission 
treated on many other Points beside that of Duties tending to the Welfare of 
his Government as well as the Company’s; That he accordingly ought to re¬ 
gard such our Appointment of two Gentlemen of the Board, as the Strongest 
Mark of our Friendship and Compliment paid him; And that it therefore 
behoved him to write us immediately that he would receive the Deputation 
in a suitable Manner to treat upon Business. That if he refused so reasoiuible 
a Demand it would not be in our Power to remove the Suspicions & Jealousies 
which he harbour’d in his Mind; And as the Alarms in all parts of the 
Country must be attended with very great Loss and Detriment both to his 
Affairs and the Company’s, that a Breach of the Friendship between us 
would infidlibly ensure [ensue]. That We once more assured him of our 
Hearty Resolution to support and assist him in every Branch of his Govern¬ 
ment but that if he reused to receive the Present Deputation, it would be 
regarded in no other Light than a Declaration on his side of his Intention to 
come to a Rupture with us. ’ 

35. At the said Consultation, two Letters were received from Patna. 

The one concerning the difficulty which they met with 
[1st April] procuring Sicca Rupees for their Investment and 
the other giving an Account of an Attack made by a 
large Body of the Nabobs Troops, on a party of Seapoys who had been sent 
to sdze the Nabob’s Officer at Gyah for detaining a Subadar who went their 
«V] upon hSl Dcv« tion; In consequence < f these We address’d some further 
Instructions to Messrs. Amyatt &. Hay of which a Copy is enter’d in the 
Course of that Days Proceedings. And as moving the Troops Order’d to 
Patna with Major Carnac would have tended at this Junctiur^ to alarm the 
Country and perplex the Nabob; It was agreed to deferr their March until 
Messrs. Atnyatt and Hay should arrive at Mongheer. 
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36. In taiiahy^biP the GonsdltktionS fitted in‘the Margin df lib is ‘'Letters, 

Papers are refcrr’d to d& enter’d in the Register of Country Pai>e!ttsiV«*Copy 
of which Book tlierefbfe goes a Number in the Royal George’s PacVef ,’fo ifender 
the Proceedings compleat. - , . . ’ 

37. In Consultation aad March Mr. Batson moved that Co^ Pctruse 

the Armenian Merchant should with all his Family be turned out of the Set¬ 
tlement, as being well-known to be a spy of the Nabob’s but this’nbt appearing 
just to the Maj^ority of the Board, It was Determined only to forbid him car¬ 
rying on Correspondence with the Officers of the Country Government, or 
any other persons in the Country'excepting in regard to his Mercantile'Con- 
cerns. . . '. . 

38. On the 4th of April the Instructions to Messrs. Amyatt and Hay 
being signed, those Gentlemen took their leave of the Board to Proceed to 
C( ssimbuzar; and if the Nabob consents to receive their deputation We 
make not the Least doubt but they will have the Success to accommodate 
Mattel 5 amicably, and to the Wclfire and Advantage of both Govern- 
meni[s]. 

39. Since the Departure of Messrs Amyatt & Hay We have received 

two more Letters from the Nabob in one of wiiich he 
Cons, nth April still declines receiving those Gentlemen, uppn Business 
for the Reasons he Itad before given But . as We 
had already resolved to be determined • in our Measures from the". Answer 
which he .shall .send to our Letter of the ist April We thought it unncce.ssary 
to reply to these and only transmitted Copies of them to Messrs. Anlyatt and 
Hay for their Information. 

40. In one of the Presidents Letters to the Nabob he had,desired him 

•to write what Particular Accusations he had to lay to the Cliarge of Mr^ 
Ellis as also to point out to him any particular Instances, of the Losses which 
he had sustained thro’ the Oppression & Bad Behaviour 6f English Gomas- 
tahs But We find from his Answer which is one of the above Lettcra that all 
he hai to alledge against Mr. Ellis'are the Complaints which happened in the 
Course of Last Year, & as to the last he refuses to discuss the Affair 
further. • ' 1 ^ 


41 , In this Days Consjiltation Mr. Johnstone and the President delivered 


18th April 

j 


in each a further Minute pn ,the Subject which is 
mentioned in the 31 Paragraph of this, L>etter and the 


aamewere accordingly enter’d. 


42. This Detail .of the Affairs with the Country Goyernment is wrote 
in Gonformi^r ^o the Measures adopted by the h^jprity pf the Bo^d;, But 
some Meml^ers differed in Opinion from the Msyority in many P^ipulars; 
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We theffcforc beg IcaVe to ref^ Y<>ur. Ppno^s .for their. Reaspjis .tq^thc 
Consultations. ' . 


. t ' J ^ * 

FortVSfilliam 
'i 8th April 1763. 

’’♦ *> 1 ^ » '-I, 

Transmitted ' 

Origl. P Royal,George 
Dup. P Ashburitham -. , ^ 
Trip. Overland Via Madrass 
Quadrup.^ ‘Do.''"'' Do:* 


. > 


We are 

Mky it please Your Honors > 
'Yoiir faithfull humble Servants 

,, Hpnry V^n Sittart/John Carnac/ 
Staulalte BAtson/Wjlliann Billers/John Cartier^ 
„ j . Warren Hastings/John 
Johnstone/Randolph Marriott 
• Hugh 'Watts. ..1. 
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. .LE'ITtR DATED 18 APRIL 1763 

♦ * 

Shipping news—despatch of French prisoners—dispute with the Dutch regarding 
Capture of (tship commanded by the French—rnegotiationf with the Dut^p about saltpetre — 
Danish’ factory art. Serampore invested by Maj- Adams—recruits for service at 
Manilla-^Vansittart's 'desire to deave India by-the end of 1764 —bills of exchange. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the'Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

'* • 

May it pleasp Your. Honors 

I‘Agreeable to .the Advice given yo-y in our Iasi Address under Date 
, the 14th February, your Ships the Clinton, Houghton, 

G<.ns. 14 th March^ ^ IDrake & Hardwick, were dispatched from Iiigerlee 
by the Master Attendant on tlie 27th’of February and 
3rd March, to proceed on their respective Destinations.'* 

2..At the Consultations the 3rd & 25th of March the Export Ware- 
, .. house Keeper deliver’d in 'two Letters acquainting us 

'^Drtto Several Bales had been return’d Damaged 

. ; • . , from the ship Hardwick & of some ^rther Mistakes 

which had been committed in signing the Bills of lading for that ship, 
as well as,the Drake; He further pointed out to us, as the reason'for the foniieV 
Circumstance, that the Sloops had been permitted'to toss about many Days 
at Ingerlee, in boisterous Weather, without any means being used for unload¬ 
ing them. We must agree with the Export Warehouse Keeper in thinking 
this thd ^e Cause of the Damage which has.happen’d, as all ^he River Sloops 
art carefully^ sutv^’d and reported, by thp Master Attendant fit for Service 
beforS they aic ‘Employ’d; And We therefore request that Yon will call on 
Captain Samson for his Reasons for the above Detention. Tor the other 



49* 


LErrsit r& oomr 


Mistakes Wereferr youto the-Letters themselves entor’id like foe e sa ad Ck>fk* 
sultation, and leave You to take from them such further Steps as tiiw may 
judge necessary. 

3. You were advised in a Letter to the Secretary, by the ship Drake, of the 
Cons. Arrival of the Royal (Jeorge from Fort Marlbro, 

2 d March and Malacca. Captain Skottowe representing to Us 

that this Ship had been thirty Montlu off the Ground 
and was very foul, We Order’d her to be brought up to Town; and She has 
there been hove down under the Direction of the Master Attendant. 


4. We immediately took into Consideration, in what method We should 
employ the Royal Gteorge, and for the Reasons which are 
3 d March fully stated in Consultation, We determined that 
She should proceed to England with a full Cargoe of 
fine Goods, which would render her nearly equal in Value to a Charter’d 
Ship And that the Boscawen should be station’d for Madrass with a Cargoe 
of Grain, and be recommended to be sent to China. 


Immediately after this Disposition of the Boscawen, the Osterley 
arrived from Fort St. George, which Ship, the Gentle¬ 
men there sent down purposely for a Cargoe of 
Grain. We therefore order’d her to be loaded as well 
as the Boscawen, with all Expedition, & they were both dispatched in 
Council the 4 April. 


4 th March 
4 th April 


6. Captain Braund of the Boscawen departed this Life on the 7th April; 
He had before received our Permission to remain behind on Account of his 
bad Health, and the Chief Officer was directed to proceed 
4th April in charge of the ship to Fort St. George; And as the Dis- 

iithApril patches had left Town before the Captains Death, We only 

advised it in a further Letter to that Presidency leaving the Confirmation of 
the Command to them. 


7. Agreeably to the Resolution in our Consultation of the aad of August. 

We have this season supplyed Fort St. George, with 
3d March Ten thousand Maunds of Salt Petre but We were 

obliged to retain one thousand Maunds of the Quan¬ 
tity Promised Btunbay, to secure a sufficiency for the two Charter Party 
Ships, which We then intended to dispatch home. And to render still a greater 
saving of this Article to assist Us in our next Years Business, was one of the 
Principal Reasons for stationing the Royal George to Europe instead of the 
Boscawen. 


B. The Tomaining five thousand Maimdsof the Bombay supply We freigh- 
ted thither on the Windsor; and on the 4dt March We 
u^Ma^ / dispatched the Leopard Snow to Fort St. George with 
the Consignment of Militaiy Stores which the said Ship 
brought round from Bombay for that Presidency. 
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9. The Ship Winchebea after getting dear Ac French Frigate, put in 

■for safety to Vizagapatam; and having sailed again from 
Cons. I 4 th March thence arrived with us in Ac beginning of March. 

For an account of her Proceedings from Bombay, 
We refer you to a Letter .of Captain Howe’s from Vizagapatam, which was 
received after his Arrival here, and is minuted in ConsiJtation Ae 14A 
March. 

10. The Season Being far elapsed, we immediately Consulted on the most 
proper Method of employing Ac Winchelsca; And from Ae Consideration 

of Your Orders in favour of Captain Howe, as We had 
7 March no material Service to employ her on for the 

Company, We determined Aat she should be let at 
Freight for the space of Twenty Months from the 1st of April; and accordingly 
made Advertizement for receiving Proposals on or before the aist of 
March. 


11. Proposals were deliver’d in by Mr. Van Sittart on bdhalf of himself 
and oAer Freighters, which were accepted of, under one further Provision 

2ad March on the Part of the Company, But it being at same 
ist April time observ’d that her Charter Party with the 

Company, Would expire before the Charter Party 
with the present Freighters; It became necessary for the security of all Parties 
that a freA Agreement should be enter’d into prolonging the Term of the 
Former, to which Captain Howe consenting on the Part of ,his Owners, An 
Indenture was accordingly drawn up; And being with the Charter party of 
affreightment ejrecuted at the Board on the ist of April, The Ship was from 
that Date put under the Orders of the Freighters for the Term specified, And 
the other Presidencys were advised thereof for their Government. 

12. We advised you in the 35 Paragraph of our last Address of having 
Advertized for a Cartel Ship to carry the French Prisoners to the Islands; In 

consequence whereof Proposals were deliver’d in to us 
sad March by Mr. Robert Gregory, for Freighting Ae Ship 
Ganges for that Service. As We still continued in our 
Resolution of taking this Step, We accepted of the Terms offer’d by Mr. 
Gregory, with some Additional Articles on both Sides; which as well as Ac 
Proposals themselves appear in our Consultation of the azd March. The 
Ship is now, ready to proceed on her Voyage and will carry about thirty Offi¬ 
cers. and A Hundred Private Men. 

13. Ahho’ the Cost df this Transaction, seems at the first View rather 
CEKpensive, We doubt not but your Honors will approve of our Conduct, when 
you reflect on the advantage of getting rid of so Troublesome and dangerotis 
-a Sett of People, and the -monthly growing Expence of keeping them here 
as well as the (%ligatton we were under of making a Return for Ac Persons 
made Prisoners -in Ae Walpole. 
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14. ,In ouf \\(e Advised you of our Intention to scsnd .the Syren Snow 

Cons-. , to Fprt MArlhro’, with an immediate supply of Ophium, 

. lojthFcby ^ , and she , was aqcordingly, dispatched in- Council the 

aist Do. ^ 43th of February, but having unfortunately struck on 
17th March the .Weighslf^], “Wfhere she. was put to. be clean’d?' It was 
, impossible to get her off again till the following Spring: 
This Circumstance with the Time taken up in loading her Cargoe and Stores, 
Delay’d her dispatch till the 17th March, when She proceeded on her Voyage 
with A further-Packet advising of the-Reasons of this Detention. " 

15. On the 21st of Mai-ch the Master Attendant deliver’d in his Report of 
the Napey Ketch, whereby it appears, l^at he deemed her incapable of under- 

Alterations and Repairs directed from Fort 
aistMarch Marlbro’; but acquainted Us with such as he should 

give her, and, ■ which v'^uld render her equally useful 
for the Service of the West Coast; We have therefore directed him to compleat 
these Repairs and determined to dispatch her to Fort Marlbro’ early next 
season, with a further supply of Ophium. 

16^ Tfie Time limited by Charter party for dispatching the Ashburnham 
being ‘e^ipired, We'received a Protest in consequence .from Captain Pearce; 
of which a Copy is enter’d after our Consultation, and another goes a Number 
* ' in that Ships Packet. As it appears almost every 

‘ 14th March Year, that it .is impossible for us to dispatch our 

last Ship, within the time so specified; on account of 
the non arrival of the remains of the Investment from the Subordinates, We 
take the Liberty to mention that We think it would be much for the Com¬ 
pany’s Interest to^destine yearly to this Presidency One or Two -Ships of 
the Size of the^Royal George which having the Advantage of taking in thew 
full Cargoe at Town, will seldom fail to make good their Passage out of the 
River, .Whereas the Large Ships which are obliged to load at Ingcrlec run a 
great Rask from the Violence of the Southerly Winds at this Season. 

» ^ _ 

17. Oh the 15th February The President laid before the Board a Letter 
which he had received from Captain Steven Iveson, Commander of the 
Sullivan Country Ship, acquainting Him that in his Passage from, Bombay, 
he had sciz’d on a Snow called the Susanna Margarita bound from the Island 
of Mauritius ♦‘o Negapatam, judging her to be French Property; from being 
' ’ ■ “ navigated by a French Commander and Oificers, antj 

' •' isthPeby.' having only a Passport from a Private Dutch 

Merchant. Captain Iveson also transmitted the se¬ 
veral Papers of Consequence which he found on Board; from these with the 
other Circumstances mention’d in his Letter, We thought, there was great 
Dround to.imagine that She would be found a lawful Pjize. We therefore 
determine to t;ajtc^Pos?cssion of heqon t«half of the Company;-& having 
brought J^cr/v^lh/^e Ga to a Publick Sale to deposite. the Amount in our 
Treasmry umtil the^Gause should be decided in Europe, But as We supposed 
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that the Dutdi would reclaim her on Account of the beforemention’d Merchant; 
We order’d her Hatches to be Sealed down with the Companys Seal, And 
wrote to the Directore and Council at Houghley advising them of the Aifair 
and enclosing Copies of the several Papers, and desiring they would send down 
a Commissary to see that no part of her Cargo was embezzled, and be present 
at taking the Inventory and making the Sale. 

18. We received their Answer to this Letter on the aist of February, 
claiming the Vessell on account of her being Dutch Property, and there 

Cons. appearing no manner of Cause to them for making 

2l8tFcby. the Seizure, and therefore refusing to send any 

Commissaiy for the purposes We mention’d. 

19. The same Day, We replied to the Arguments which they made 
use of for proving her in no respect a Lawful Prize, in a Letter of which 
the Substance is minuted in the Consultation; and inform’d them of a further 
circumstance, which We had that morning discover’d of a Packet of French 
Letters, which were found on board and contain’d Intelligence of Public 
Affairs from Frenchmen at the Islands to other Frenchmen on the Coast of 
Choromandell; That these being convey’d with the knowledge and by the 
means of Monsr. Gossard, the Commander of the Snow, proved in him a 
Notorious Breach of Faith, and forfeited all Title to the Indulgence granted 
him by Mr. Pigot. 

20. As the Propriety of our proceedings in this Affair, and the Lawful¬ 
ness of the Prize, now remain’d to be determined by our respective Supe¬ 
riors; We thought it unnecessary to swell the process 

2nd Marcli with a further Correspondence. We therefore deter¬ 
mined immediately after writing this Answer to 
Advertize the Ship and Cargo for Sale and when the next Houghley Letter 
was received, which contained a Protest against our Proceedings, We only 
recorded it without sending any Reply. 

21. The Vessell and Cargo were brought to a Sale on the 8th of March 
under the Direction of Captain Jveson, whom We had appointed Agent for 

the Company; And on the 24th of March he deliver’d 

14 th March in his Accounts, which being inspected and approved, 

were enter’d after that day’s Consultation and the 
Ballance being (Crs. 23349-9-7) Current Rupees Twenty three thousand 
three hundred and forty Nine, nine Annas and Seven Pice, was [deposited]; 
in the Treasury. 

22. Thinking it necessary to send you [along] with the other Vouchers 
in these Transaction[s], the [Depositions] of the French Commander and 

Officer of the Snow, We accordingly Order’d than to be 

21st Feb. taken* by a Justice of the Peace, in the Presence of a 

4 th April Notary Publick; and Mr. Billers deliver’d in the 

Mate’s Deposition so taken, but from a Report made 
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to US by the President, We found that the Captain had broktS his Parole, 
and was supposed to have escaped out of the River in a Dutch Ship. The 
Officer is sent home on the Ashburnham. 

23. The Originals of the two Letters from the Dutch, with another 

attested Cipy, and two Setts of Attested Copies of every other Paper 
relative to this Proceeding also the most Material of the French Letters 
which were found in the Vessell are transmitted you in the Packets by the 
Ships Royal George and Earl of Ashburnham. • 

24. When this Prize Snow first came into the River, Captian Brook 
Samson (jf the Hardwickc seiz’d upon her in Virtue of his Letter of Marque^ 

Cons. and wrote us a Letter demanding the Papers, that he 

18 th Feby. might transmit them to the High Court of Admiralty, 

to obtain a Condemnation of the said Snow. 

25. We wrote him for Answer, that as he was forbid[den?] in his Ins- 
tim tions from you, to make any use of his Letter of Marque but for the 

Defence of his Ship, unless under the Orders of the 

21st Feby. Company’s Agents and Representatives; and as We 

had given him no Orders to Attack this Vessel, Wc 
thought he had no Right t<j seize her, especially after her Arrival in 
the River; That We had taken Possession of the Vessel and Cargo on 
bihalf of the Company, and should after bringing them to a Sale, transmit 
attested Copies of all the Papers ts> You,., keeping the Original here. 

26. Wc received an Answer to the Proposal which We made to the Direc¬ 
tor and Council at Houghley regarding the Partition of the Salt Petre 

Trade wherein they acquainted Us that they had yet 
22 nd March got no Instructions from Europe to treat on that Sub¬ 
ject, and therefore could not make any final Settle, 
ment, but that they were willing to hear what Terms We should fiffer, and 
hoped wc would regulate ourselves therein by the Agreement which was 
made regarding that Trade in the Year 1745 being 42^ for the English, 42^ 
for the Dutch and 15 for the French in each hundred Maunds. We wrote 
them ill Answer, that having lost many of our Books and Papers during 
the Troubles, We had no Record left of the Agreement tlicy referr’d to; 
but that considering their present Clrciunslances and Ours both in regard 
to the War and our Situation in this Country, and that the French Share of 
this Trade might justly be deemed Ours by right of Conquest, We thought 
that |rds for us and J for them would be an equitable Partition: And 
that their Share on such Calculation should be deliver’d to their Factory 
at Patna as it came in, for the Amount of the Prime Cost and Charges. 

27. In their Reply to this Letter they remonstrated against the Argu¬ 
ments We^ had urged for the above mentioned Division; but repeated, 
/ '' that as they had yet received no Instructions from their 

[ 30 th ?1 March Superiors on this head, they should accept for this Year 
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such Share, as We thought in Equity did belong to them; and that they 
were fully Satisfied with the method of Delivery, provided they were 
furnished with an Account Particulars [jiV] of the Cost and Charges. We 
therefore determined to abide by our former Resolution, and give them an 
Order accordingly on Patna for Jd Share of the Salt Petre Investment for the 
Present Year, to be deliver’d with such an account as they have required. 

28. On the 1st of March Major Adams laid before the Board two 
Letters containing ah Account of a very daring Insult done to our Nation by 

Cons. the Second, and Zemindar of the Danish Factory; who 

1st March on Account of a Trifling Quarrel between a Jeinauldar 
Havildar & Sepoy of ours, and the Cuard of Peons 
at the Barrier of their Town, took upon him to inflict a most 
ignominious Punishment on the Jemautdar, Havildar and Sepoy 
altho they wore their Regimentals. An Instance of an Affront of this Nature 
We had never before known to be practised between Nations at Peace and 
Friendship, could be look’d upon in nt) other Light than a designed Insult 
to the whole Army, and if it had been permitted to pass unnoticed would 
certainly have been productive of the Worst of Consequences amongst our 
Troops; especially amongst the Establishment of Seapoys on whom we 
are now' obliged to place much Reliance. We therefere, determined to 
insist on Satisfaction for the Injury done Us, and immediately wrote them 
to that Purpose; adding that We thought this Satisfaction should be as pubiick 
as the Injury itself, and therefore nothing less than an acknowledgement 
from the Person who committed it to the Commanding Officer at the [head] 
of the Troops at Ghyrottee. 

29. Wc received their Answer on the loth of [March], wherein they 
seem to avow the Action, and insisted mu[ch on their] right to punish any 

Seapoys or other Dependants of Ours, [offending] w'i- 
1 0th March thin their settlement; and added as a Palliation of 
[their Present] Conduct that they had often before 
applied for Redress on the like Occasions w'ithout Effect, particularly regard¬ 
ing some Instances which they mention of Colonel Coote on the subject 
of the principal of these Instances, We took a Report (enter’d on that Day’s 
Consultation) from Major Adams who was in Camp at the time it happen’d 
The Substance of this Report wc advised them f)f in our Reply to their 
said Letter & being of Opinion that it, w'ith the other Arguments We there 
stated, fully refuted what they had advanced. We repeated our Demand for 
satisfaction with this Alteration, that it should only be made to the Command¬ 
ing Officer at the head Quarter at Ghyrottee. 

30. Their next Letter was nothing more .Satisfactory than the former; 

insisting only on the Arguments they had before 
28 th March urged, endeavoring to invalidate Majbr Adams’s 
Report and positively refusing Us any Satisfasetion. 
The Board were therefore unanimously of Opinion, 
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for the Reasons enter’d on Consultation the 28th March, that Wc 
should ourselves exact the Satisfaction required if they still persisted in 
refusing it; Accordingly We again wrote them stating every possible Argu¬ 
ment which We thought render’d our Right to Satisfaction, clear beyond 
a Doubt; and acquainting them that if they persisted in denying it, We had 
desired Major Adams to surround their Factory and seize the Person who so 
grossly offended against our Nation. 

31. Our Orders to Major Adams were to forward the Letter from Ghyro- 
ttec by the hands of an Officer, and wait Twenty four Hours for an Answer; 
within which time if no Answer cam[e] or that which did come still con¬ 
tained a Denial to make the Acknowledgement required that he should 
surround the Factory with a Battalion of Seapoys and then demand the 
Acknowledgement from the Zemindar; which if he refused, to enter the 
Factory and seize him and carry him to Ghyrottee; and then let him return 
with a general Warning to his Factory, that in case they should have occa¬ 
sion for Complaint in future, not to take their own Satisfaction but apply to 
us for Redress. We further enjoin’d Major Adams, if it was found neces¬ 
sary to execute this Service, to be careful that no Injury was done to the 
Zemindar’s Person, or to the Persons or Effects of any of the Inhabitants of 
the Factory. 

32. No answer being received. Major Adams agreable to the Orders, 
invested their Factory, In the Mean time another Letter arrived in Cal¬ 
cutta containing many Aggravations of their former Affront further ac¬ 
quainting XIs with their ultimate Resolution not to Submit to make any 
Acknowledgement, & ending with a Protest against Us for all bad’Conse- 
quences which might ensue. 

33. Upon the whole it seems to Us that Mr. De Marchize being him¬ 
self a Native of France, and by all Accounts mudh Attach’d to the Interest 
of that Nation and having encouraged many Frenchmen to reside in his 
Settlement whom he consults more than his Danish Council did therefore 
with a View of lessening our Credit in the Country seek an Occasion of 
insulting our Government. For which Reeisons We thought it highly 
necessary to give a Check to such Attempts on their first Appearance; & 
have determined to keep the Factory Invested untill We have obtain’d the 
Satisfaction required. 

34. In answer to our Letter of the 31st January, The Gentlemen at 
Chittagong sent Us a Plan of the Ground which they thought most 
proper for building a Fort on, as also the Model of a Work 

CooM. to be raised; but judging it necessary that We shou’d 

[lit] ^ril first have a Survey made of the Spot they had pit¬ 

ched on, and all the Adjacent Country, by a Proper and Skillful Person 
sent for th^ ' Purpose; We directed them to collect together Materials, 
but to begin upon no work without our further Orders. 
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35. The Presidmey at Fort St. George having represent«l to Us, 
that the Service at Manilha, will require not only all the Troops already 
there, but a further Reinforcement of 1500 or aooo Seapoys & having 
requested our Assistance in raising that Number; We have given Orders to 
the Factories of Patna and Chittagong for entertaining if possible 500 each, 
on the Terms they have prescribed. 

36. Finding the greatest Difficulty in Obtaining Recruits even for the 
Battalion, We saw it would be impossible to maintain the Establishment of the 
Cavalry likewise compleat; We therefore determined to reduce the Troop of 
Hussars, and divide them to make up the Two Troops of Horse. And the 
Commander in Chief at same time recommending, that an English Officer 
should have the Charge of the French Troop, which Colonel Coote brought 
with him from the Coast, We accordingly appointed Lieutenant George Hay 
thereto with the rank of Captain Lieutenant. 

37. The only Vacancies in the Military since our Last, were occasion’d by 
Con*. the resignation of Captain Lauchlin MacLean Senior 

14 th Feb. and Lieutenant John Bourene; The former return’d to 

[..],March Europe on the Drake and the Latter takes Passage on 

the Ship Earl of Ashbumham. 

38. Since our last the following Promotions have also been made on the 

Military Establishment Vizt. Lieut. George Hay 

1 7 th March Captain Lieutenant of Cavalry, and second Lieutenant 
William Smith to be first Lieutenant;—Ensigns Pickering, 
Scotland and Cowper to be Lieutenants in the Bat¬ 
talion, and Isaac Warren a Cadet in the Artillery, to be a Lieutenant Fire 
Worker. For the Dates of their several Commissions We referr you to the Regis¬ 
ter now again transmitted. 

39. And We also referr you for the several Appointments on the Civil 

14 th March Establishment to the usual List of Servants. 

40. We find from a Letter sent in by the Naval Storekeeper, that it has 

always been customary for the Commanders of the Ships 

28 th March to sign only to the Number of Bundles of the Bolt Iron; 

and they therefore, will not consent to its being receiv’d 
by weight; But as it often happens that the Bands of these bimdles breake in 
the Stowage or Landing, It becomes uncertain whether the Real quantity 
is received. We must therefore recommend that in future you get the Weight 
ccrtilyed as well as the Tale of Bundles. 

41. The Establishment of Two Surgeons at the Presidency, We find to 

be greatly Deficient for the purposes of attending on the 

12th April Hospitals and the Companys Servants and Visiting the 
. other Inhabitants of the Town during Sickness. We 
have therefore Appointed two Additional Surgeons at Calcutta; to Succeed to 
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the Office of Principal Surgeons when the Gontiemen whom you haye.already 
Nominat’fl shall iiave been provided for; and We cannot make the least 
doubt but ycMir Honors will approve this Measure, from the Valuable GoniUf 
deration, that it May be the Means of savir^ Many Lives, & of enabli^ 
Us to adbrd the requisite Assistance to the Inhabitants in the course of the 
Sickly Season; and which We are sorry to Say We had not before sufficiently 
in Our Power. 

42. We this day dispatch the Ships Royal George and Ashburnham direc- 

Cong. tly to Europe, And in the Packet by the Royal George 

18 th April We transmit you the Accoxmts of her Expenses here 

from the Several Offices as also Captain Skottowe 
Account the Ballance of which he has requested We may desire to be paid 
him in England. 

43. From the Calculate of the Tonnage laden on the Royal George, 

and a Survey made on her stowage by the Master At- 

18 th April tendant, it Appears that She does not carry near the 
Burden which She is sett down for in your Letters* 
We request therefore that you will favor us with your Directions how many 
Tons should be Allowed in this, or any other of the Company’s Own Ship, 
for Stores, Provisions, and Priviledge, and how much Cargo should be laden 
on board on Your Account. 

44. In each of these Ships We have forwarded for your Honors Inspection 
a Muster of the Powder made by Mr. Smith. 

45. We have embark’d on board these Ships forty French Prisoners and 
Twenty Invalids of his Majestys Regiments, together with Three Officers 
and three Sergeants who came Out with Draughts for the Troops in India; 
For the Particulars of all which We referr you to the usual Lists transmitted in 
their Packets. 

46. We have likewise sent you in their Packets Copies of the Restitution 
Accounts which were promis’d in the Letter by the Ship Admiral Watson. 

47. We have laden and consign’d to your Honors on these Ships Sundry 
Goods and Merchandize Amounting to Current Rupees 12,82,400-0-0 Vizt. 
In the Royal George Current Rupees 5,52,800-0-0 In the Earl of Ashburn¬ 
ham Current Rupees 729,600-0-0 the Particulars whereof are Agreeable to 
their Respective Invoices and first Bills of Lading. 

48. We have also laden on them Sundry Stores for the use of the Island 
of St. Helena Amounting in all to Current Rupees 2745-11-5 Agreeable to 
the Invoices and Bills of Lading enclosed to the Deputy Governor and Council 
there. 

49. Since Writing the above We have receiv’d a Letter from Major 

18 th April* Adams acquainting Us that the Danish Zemindar had 

been at Ghyrottee and made the Acknowledgement 
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which was required to the Commanding Officer and that he had there¬ 
fore Ordered the Seapoys which had shut up the Avenues of the Town 
to be withdrawn. 

50. The President this day laid before us a Letter for your Honors reques¬ 
ting your Permission to leave India the end of the Year 1764. The said Letter 
is enter’d in our Consultation and forwarded in Duplicate by these Packetts. 

51. In the same Consultation is enter’d a Letter from Captain Fenwick 
on the Subject whereof We request your Directions. 

We are 

Fort William, May it please Your Honors 

the 18th April 1763. Your faithful humble Servants 

Transmitted Henry Van Sittart/Stanlake Batson/William 

Origl. P Royal George Billers/John Cartier/Warren Hastings/John 

Dup. P Earl of Ashburnham Johnstone/ Randolph Marriott/Hugh Watts 
Trip. Overland Via Madrass 
Quadrup. Do. Do. 

Postscript 

We have drawn upon your Honors by these Ships 48 Setts of Bills of 
Exchange at 365 Days and the usual Terms the Particulars whereof arc as 
follows And Amount in all to Current Rupees 4>75 j 073-14-6 Or £Str. 
555425 - 5 ’ 9 - 


Setts To Whom Granted 

1. To Clement Crooke Acet. 
Mr. John Davidson 

1. To Mr, Thomas Cooke Acet. 
Mr. Andrew Ross 


1. To Do, Do. 

1. To Mrs. Mary Hunt 


1. To Samuel Ardley Esqr. 


1 To Wm. Mc.Gwire Esqr. Acet. 
the Estate of Richd. 
VV'lder Deed. 


At 365 Days 


To Whom Payable 

To Mr. Henry Davidson 
Account Mr. Robert 
Davidson 

To Capt. Frederick 
Gurtler & Capt. 

Leonard Parrot or 

Either of their Orders 

To Hugh Ross Esqr. 

To Capt. Charles Ray¬ 
mond & Capt. Ed¬ 
ward Lord Chick or 
Either of their Orders 

To Messrs. Godfrey 
Kettle & John Ard¬ 
ley or Either of their 
Orders 

To Arthur Anneslcy 
Esqr. 


CRs. £*>**■. 

857 23 100 0 0 

20,142 13 9 2350 0 0 

7188 7 6 838 12 14 

857 23 100 0 0 

857 23 100 0 0 

2245 15 9 * 262 0 7 
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At 365 Dayi 


Setts To Whom Granted 

1. To Mr. Charles Child Acct. 
Mr. Thomas Bristow 

1. To Mr. John Corsar 


1. To M'S. Elizabeth Fenwick 

1. To Mr. William Bolts 
1 . To Mr. John Robinson 


1. To Mr. Russell Skinner 
1. To Lieut Walter Onge 
1. To Mr. Richard Morison 

1. To Do. Do. 

1. To Messrs. Robt. Gregory 
& John Wollaston 

1. To Do. Do. 

1. To Mr. John Wollaston 

1. To Messrs. Senior & Jekyll 

1. To Mr. James Lawrell 

1. To Henry Van Sittart 
Esqr. 

1. To Mr. Charles Child 


1. To Mr. Anselm Beaumont, 
being the Proceeds in full 
for 1 Chest of Coral Bead 
Mkd. DF No. 9 Irapt. P 
Fox 1761 P & One Respd. 
Bond for £560 on the Ship 
Winchelsea 

1, To Ditio 


1. To Ditto 

1. To Mr. James Phillip Lyon 


1. To Lieut. John Grant 

1. To Ditto 4 cct. Major Thos. 
Adams l^ing the amot. 
of the Estatj^ of Capt.D nl. 
SulHvai/ Deceased 


To Whom Payable 

ORs. 


£Str. 



To Richard Bristow 

270 

0 

0 

31 : 

10 

0 

To Mr. Samuel Hannay 
& Messrs. Edte & 
Laird 

4285 11 

6 

500 

0 


To Charles Raymond 
Esqr. 

642 13 

9 

75 

0 

0 

To Himself or Order 

428 

9 

0 

50 

0 

0 

To Christopher Baron 
Esqr. & Doctor George 
Mac Accley 

857 

2 

3 

100 

0 

0 

To Mrs. Sarah Maplctoft 

622 

3 

3 

72 

11 

9 

To Mr. Thomas Barry 

1285 

11 

3 

150 

0 

0 

To Wm. Brightwell 
Sumner Esqr. 

2142 

13 

9 

250 

0 

0 

To Mr. James Ramsay 

1714 

4 

6 

200 

0 

0 

To Martin Yorke Esqr, 

10000 

0 

0 

1166 

14 

4 

To Wm. Frankland Esqr. 

2837 

9 

0 

331 

1 

0 

To Wm. Davis Esqr. 

538 

3 

3 

62 

15 

9 

To Robt. Halsey Bald- 
rick 

2200 

0 

0 

256 

3 

4 

To Messrs. James Spalding 2023 
and Samuel Seawell 

0 

6 

236 

0 

5 

To the Hon’ble Robert 
Lord Clive 

1,45,760 

5 

3 

1,005 

7 

5 

To Capt. Lauchlin Me. 
Lean Senr. 

6951 

10 

0 

811 

0 


To Jacob Moseh & 

18131 

2 

& 

2115 

6 



Raphel Franco 


To Roger Drake Junr. 

396 

3 

0 

46 

4 

5 

Esqr. 

To Thomas Rait Esqr. 

5000 

0 

0 

583 

6 

8 

To Messrs. J. Z. Holwell, 

8571 

6 

9 

1000 

0 

0 

Wm.Birch and William 

Davis 

To Colonel Eyre Coote 

7405 

4 

3 

863 18 11 

To Alexander 

857 

2 

3 

100 

0 

0 


Mangen F.sqr. 
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Setts. To Whom Granted 

1. To Lieut. John Grant. Acct. 
Lt. John Stables 

1. To Henry Van Sittart Esqr. 


1. To 

Do. 

Do. 

1. To 

Do. 

Do. 

1. To Do. Do. 

in full Return of a Chest of 
Coral Mark* No. 2 Impor¬ 
ted rShip Fox 1761 

1. To 

Do. 

Do. 

1. To 

Do. 

Do. 


1. To Warren Hastings Esqr. 

1. To Mr. William Magee 

1. To D-tto 

1. To Ditto 

1. To Do, Acct. 

the Estate of Wm. Lampert 

1. To Mr. Richd. Harwell Acct. 
Mr. Thomas Motte 

1. To Hugh Watts Esqr. Acct. 
Harry Verelst Esqr. 

1. To Do. & 

Anselm Beaumont 

1. To Mr. William Magee 

1. To Capt. Thomas Pearce 

1. To Mr. Anselm Beaumont 
Acct. the Estate of John 
Smith Deed. 

1. To Henrv Van Sittart Esor. 


1. To Mr. Anselm Beaumont 
48 Setts. 


At 365 days 


To Whom Payable 

CRa. 

To Mrs. Isabella 

Bambrige 

1080 0 

To the Hon’ble Robt. 

Lord Clive 

15584 5 

To John Walsh & 
Thos. Mausell Esqrs. 
Executors to the Estate 
of Major Killpatrick 
Deceased 

6607 9 

To Josias Dupre & Wra. 
Alexander l^qr. or either 
of their Orders 

12812 13 

To Messrs. Jacob Moseh 
and Raphael Franco 

12386 6 

To Arthur Van Sittart and 
Edmund Boehm Esqrs. 

17142 13 

To Sir Richard Case Bar¬ 
onet, Charles Raymond 
and ]^wd. Raby Esqrs, 
Executors to the Estate 
of Capt. Wm. Hutchin¬ 
son Deceased 

8571 6 

To Mr. Hugh Baillie 

422 9 

To Thomas Boddam Esqr. 

7642 9 

To Thomas Maunsell Esqr. 

8541 12 

To Wm. Magee 

4209 7 

To Wm. Lampert 

3217 4 

To Mr. Charles Bathurst 

2000 0 

To Messrs. Richard Becher 
and William Nixon 

17142 13 

To William MackettEsqr. 

2895 9 

A 

To Charles Hunter 

1410 10 

To John Hallctt Esqr. 

10285 11 

To Messrs. David Rannie 
and David Johnstone 

2555 3 

To Solomon Ashley. 

Thomas Collett, John 
Powell, & David 

Trinder Owners of Ship 
Norfolk. 

80000 0 

To George ChallonerEsqr. 

5494 14 

Current Rupees 475073 14 


0 

3 

0 


9 

6 


9 

9 


0 

3 

0 

0 

9 

0 

9 


0 


SOS 

£Str. 

126 0 0 

1818 3 S 

770 17 4 

1494 16 8 

1445 1 7 

2000 0 0 
1000 0 0 


49 5 11 
891 12 8 
996 10 9 
491 9 0 
375 7 0 

233 6 8 

2000 0 0 

337 16 3 

164 11 6 
1200 0 0 
298 2 1 

9333 6 8 


641 1 4 
• 55425 5 9 


•Trade symbol. 
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The Total Amount of B’lls drawn on Your Honors by the Ships of this 
Season is Cuncnt Rupees. 25,03,306-15-2 or ;^^str. 2,92,052-4-4 


By the Admiral Watson and Godolphin 
By the Tilbury 
By the Drake and Hardwick 
By the Royal George and Earl of 
Ashburnham. 


CRs. 

2,58,207 lo 9 
13,91,251 o 8 
3*78,774 5 3 

4.75.073 14 6 


^Str. 

30,124 4 3i 
162,312 II 4f 
441,190 2 lof 
55.425 5 9 


We are 


May it Please Your Honors, 
Your Faithful Humble Servants, 


Henry Van Sittart/Stanlake Batson/Williana 
Fort William, Billers/John Czirtier/Warrcn Hastings/John 

the 18th April 1763 Johnstone/Randolph Mariott/Hugh Watts. 


37 

LETTER DATED 18 APRIL 1763 

Vansittart seeks permission to retire by the end of 1764 . 

TO the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

[1] . As you have been pleased to direct that any Members of your Council 
who intend to quit India shall give a Year’s Notice of such Intention, you 
will expect it the more from your Governor and I chuse rather to address 
you in such time that I may have the Satisfaction of receiving jrour approba¬ 
tion before my Departure. 

[2] . I therefore take this opportunity of requesting your Permission to 
return to England by the Ships which will be dispatched about the end of the 
Year 1764. Frequent Nervous complaints give me reason to apprehend 
I shall with difficulty be able to support myself until! then under the fatigues 
of the place. I have the honor to hold in your service, Fatigues which have 
been and are the severer upon me, on account of the disagreable Circums¬ 
tances that have attended rne for the most part of my Administration, in which 
although I flatter myself every thing has been conducted to the Company’s 
best advantage, yet the disputes that have happened have rendered my Situa¬ 
tion uneasy. The Injury done me by Mr. Batson in Consultation the 12th 
Instant, is^b remarkable that I cannot help coidplainingofit in a particular 
manner^, j ‘ 
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[3] . I have served you always with Zeal, Diligence and Integrity, of which 
however I have no room to speak, as Your Favors have so far exceeded 
my utmost hopes and Pretensions. 

[4] . I beg leave to assure you that I shall ever remember those favors 
with the most Dutiful Gratitude, and that I am with the greatest respect. 

Fort William, Honourable Sirs, 

i8th April 1763. Your Faithful and most Obedient humble Servant 

|Per Lapwing] Henry Van Sittart 

38 

LETTER DATED 20 APRIL 1763 

Deputation of Hay and Amyatt. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indiess. 

May it please Your Honors, 

We this Day received a Letter from the Nabob in Answer to that 
which the President wrote him on the ist Instant and the same having been 
fully considered and debated at the Board We now enclose you Copies of 
the said Letter and Our Consultation. By the Latter your Honors will 
perceive that it has been recommended to Messrs Amyatt and Hay to proceed 
on their Deputation and We hope that their personal Interview with the 
Nabob will have the desired Effect. 

We arc 

May it please your Honors’ 
Your faithfull humble Servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/Stanlake Batson/ 
William Billers/John Cartier/ Warren 
Hastings/John Johnstone/ Randolph 
Marriott/Hugh Watts. 
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LETTER DATED 2 MAY 1763 

Mir Qjisim*s letter to the Court forwarded. 

To the Honble the Coiurt of Directors for Affairs of thte Honble- 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies.^ 


Fort William, 
the 20 April 1763. 

Origl. Per Royal George 
Dup. P. Ashburnham 
Trip. Overland Via Madrass 
Quadrup.—Do. Do. 
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Honourable Sirs, 


LETTER TO COURT 


I received two days ago an addr^s from the Nabob to be forwarded 
to you and having made a translation^ with all possible Expedition I now 
forward the same with the original to Captain Skottowe of the Royal Geoige 
in hopes of its reaching him before he quits the Pilot. 

I thought proper to have the translation read at the Board before 

1 dispatched it which was accordingly done this morning and I flatter myself 
the Nabob will act with the moderation therein Expressed consenting to all 
that is required of him until your pleasure is known so that the tranquillity 
of the Country may not run a risk of being disturbed by any further disputes. 

I am with the greatest respect. 
Honourable Sirs, 

Fort William, Your most obedient and most humble Servant 

2 May, 1763. Henry Van Sittart. 
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LETTER DATED 20 MAY 1763 

Differences of opinion between Vansittart and majority of the Board. 

TO the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble The 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I. The Royal George having received her Lading and Dispatches for 
Europe left Town the 18th of April but in her way down the River by an 
Accident of missing stays unfortunately fell upon the Gillingam Sand, and 
was in the utmost danger of being totally lost; however by taking out her Guns 
staving her Water and otherways lightening her, she was got off with great 
difficulty and not without Damage, and is returned to Town to be repaired. 

a. The Earl of Ashburnham also was loaded and dispatched for Europe at 
the same time, but the setting in of the Southerley winds which have been 
uncommonly Violent and constant has baffled all her attempts to get out 
of the River, as well as, those of the Boscawen and Osterly bound to Madras 
with Rice and intended to have been dispatched from thence to China. All 
three having parted most of their Cables have been obliged to ru:t up to 
Kedgeree. 

k 

3. Bp^ the Royal George and Ashburnham will proceed as soon as the 
Pilots njf^y think it prudent to attempt going out, but as it is uncertain when 
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that may be I have prepared Copies of otir Advices to be forwarded to you 
by the way of Madras and Bombay, I find, however that those Advices will 
be very imperfect without the book of Consultation and of course your Honors 
will suspend your Opinion of the Questions in dispute with the Country Gov¬ 
ernment untiil that book reaches your hands, as well as the Nabob’s Letter 
which I forwarded to you with my address of the 2nd Instant of which a Copy 
is enclosed. It is the more necessary I should request your Judgement may 
till then be suspended, because upon most of those Questions my Opinion 
has differed from that of the Majority, which appears with my reasons in 
the Consultation Book only; not in the general Letter which is a simple Nar¬ 
rative of the Resolutions of the Majority. 

4. In the mean time, I have the pleasure to acquaint you the Country 
continues in tranquillity and the alarms of the Inhabitants have some what 
subsided; The Nabob as much as he complains of our proceedings in seizing 
his Officers &ca having taken no measures to oppose them. I hope he will 
in like manner acquiesce in everything Messrs. Amyatt and Hay have to pro¬ 
pose to him from the Board. Indeed he has no remedy, for his ruin, would 
be inevitable if he was to come to a Rupture with us. 

5. We propose to dispatch the Osterley and Boscawen to Europe with 
the first of our next Season’s Investment, we compute we shall have Cargoes 
for three Ships besides, of which we have acquainted the Gentlemen at 
Madras that if the Quantity of Tonnage for the Coast and Bay this Season, 
should exceed what they and we can provide for, they may despatch the 
surplus ships to China in lieu of the Osterley and Boscawen that [«V] so that 
you will suffer no Loss in Demurrage by these Ships being thus unavoidably 
detained here. 


I am with the greatest Respect, 
Honourable Sirs 

Your Most Obedient and faithful 
Fort William, humble Servant 

20th May 1763. Henry Van Sittart. 
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LETTER DATED 29 SEPTEMBER 1763 

Detention of many ships—troubles with Mir Qasim affect investment—the Dutch 
unwilling to help in collecting saltpetre—cessation of hostilities with the French — Vansit- 
tart's desire to quit India as early as possible—death of Amyatt—action against Batson 
for his quarrel with Hastings at Board's meeting. 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the? Honorable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 
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May it please Your Honors, 


I. Our last Address bore date the i8th of April, and should have waited 
Cons Royal George and Ashbumham, but 


16 May 
13 June 


these Ships from the accidents We shall hereafter men¬ 
tion, having been put back and hitherto detained, We 
forwarded the Third and fourth Transcripts of it, and their other Advices to 
Fort St. George to be transmitted to you from thence by the most early Con¬ 
veyances. 


2. We have this season had the Honour to receive your several Com- 
17 June mands bearing Dates the 30 of November 9,17,22 and 

29 of December 1762, and 9 and 31 of March 1763 


14 July 
18 July 


7 Sept. 


with uvo separate Letters under the same dates. 


5 Sept. 


3. These Letters have been transmitted to us at different Times from Fort 
St. George at which place We have the pleasure to inform you that the Ships 

Neptune, Falmouth, Plassey, Hawke, Deptford, Lord 
Clive and Lapwing Snow have safely arrived, and that 
the Deptford having landed her Consignments there has imported with Us. 
We are also advised from Bombay of the arrival there of your Ship Lord 
Mansfield. 

4. To the particular subject of these Letters, We shall reply fully, when 
We come to address your Honors on the whole Transactions of the year con 
fining ourselves for the present to some general and necessary Advices. 

5. The Ship Royal George having received her full Cargo on board, 
was dispatched from Town to proceed on her Voyage, but in her way down 

the River the ship missing Stays,was unfortunately driven 
upon the Gillingham Sand where she lay several Days, 
and was in the utmost danger of being totally lost. Howev'er by staving the 
Water Casks, and otherwise lightening her, she was got off but received so 
much Damage, that she was obliged to return to town to get repaired. 


9 May 


9 & 16 
May 


f). For the further particulars of this unlucky Disaster, We refer you to 
Captain Skottowe’s and the Master Attendant’s Letters 
and the Reports of the Pilot and officers, enter’d after 
our Consultations of the 9 and 16 of May. By these 
the principal Causes of it appearing to have rested on Daniel Thompson the 
Piloti He was called before the Board and .severely reprimanded for hi 
Want of Care and Attention, which Check We were induced to think 
sufficient on account of his long Services. 

7. The Ship Earl of Ashbumham having been also laden for Europe 
her dispatches were sent down to her at Ingerlee, bu^ 
23rd l(<Iay through the great Violence of the Southerly Winds, 
having lost most of her Anchors and Cables, She 
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failed in the attempt of getting out of the River, and put back to Kedgeree, 
as appears by the Commander’s Letter dated the 15 of May and entered 
after our Consultation of the 23rd. 

8. The Detention of the Boscawen and Osterly was likewi ;e occasioned 
by similar Circumstances, for altho’ they were tJispatched for Fort St. George 

, as you have already been advised, the 4 of April and had 

Cons. 2 May , , . , , . T . . . 

orders to proceed with as much Rice as the Weather 

might permit them to take on board. Yet the unfavorable Winds prevented 

their leaving Ingerlee before the end of the month; and then meeting with 

very blowing weather before they were clear of the Sands, they were obliged 

to put back into the River. And as it was impossible for them, on account 

of the Season of the Year, and a Deficiency of Cables, which could not be 

supplycd, to make a fresh attempt for gaining their Passage to the Coast we 

immediately took into Consideration in w'hat manner to dispose of those Ships 

so as to render their Detention in the River of as little Inconvenience as 

possible to the Company, and prevent to the utmost of our pow’^er any Loss 

by Demorage. Judging, therefore from a Calculate of the Investment ordered 

for the ensuing Season that We should be able to give a Loading to five 

Ships, Wc resolved that the Osterly and B iscawcn should be dispatched 

rora hence directly to Europe with earliest part of it, and gave Notice 

accordingly to the President and Council of Fort St. George recommending 

to them to regulate themselves in Conformity to our said Advices and to 

dispatch to China as Surplus Ships so many of the present Season’s Coast 

and Bay Ships as they would find upon this Calculate to be unprovided 

for, on this side of India. 

^ 0 


g. Having given Notice to the Commanders of the Osterly and Bosca- 
weu of their intended Dcstiriati«m for Europe they re- 
16 quested Perinissicm to biing their Ships up to To\vn to 

prepare them for the Voyage. 


10. We are very sensible that this Detention of so many Ships beyond 
their proper Season must be very unexpected and prove a considerable Dis¬ 
advantage to the Company. I^owcver, it is an Event that could neither be 
foreseen or prevented. The principal Cause of the late dispatch of the Char¬ 
ter-Party Ships, being the Kte Cruize which the Freru;h Squadron made 
in the Bay, and the great Delay in the Arrival cT some Parts of our Invest¬ 
ment from the subordinates; The failure of the Royal George, We have 
great reason to attribute only to the above-mentioned Accident, as it is judged 
she might otherwise have m ie goed her Passage. 

11. The Repair of tha Ship having been fully completed, and the pre¬ 
sent Season admitting of her and the Ashburnham’s proceeding to Sea, 

they arc now dispatched accordingly with their former 
12 .Sept. Packets and Cargoes and they shall be followed by the 
Osterly and Boscawen 21s soon as possible. 
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LETTBR TO OOURT 


7 Sept. 
19 Do. 


19, In the di^osition of the rest of the Ships, which may be on our hands 
this year, We shall observe your Directions for returning as many of them to 
Europe as possible, but what number that may be, or how those may be 
employed vHbich shall remain in India, it is not yet in our power to deter^ 
mine as such Settlement will depend chiefly on the State in which We may 
find our Investment when the affairs of the Coimtry come to be somewhat 
more settled* 

13. The Plassey being the first of the Coast and Bay Ships to come up¬ 
on Demorage has been detained by the Gentlemen at Fort St. George to- 
be dispatched home from thence in October. 

14. We find We shall have upon our hands besides the Osterly and 

Cons Boscawen, the following Six Ships Vizt. The Deptford, 

Lord Clive, British King and Pigot for Coast and Bay, 
and the Lord Mansfield and Lord Bute Bombay Ships. 
Such of them as cannot be loaded for Europe, We shall use our Endeavors 
either to employ in India on the Company’s Account or on Freight, so as 
to save their Demorage or else to give them a Stock of money to enable the 
Supra cargoes to dispatch them home from China. 

15. The Reason why the Gentlemen at Fort St. George have not dis¬ 
patched any of the present Year’s Coast and Bay Ships to China in place of 
the Osterly and Boscawen as We recommended, is that they judge the Number 
of ships they will have at Canton being fourteen as particularized in their 
Letter of the 28 of July will be as many as can be provided with Cargoes. 

' 16. In our Separate Letter under this Date, you will be informed of 
the Troubles Which at present prevail in the Country 
12 Sept. Situation of our Affairs with the Country Govern¬ 

ment. These We are afraid may sensibly affect this year’s Investment more 
especially as the large Expences of the War, has disabled Us from making the 
necessary Advances. Four Transcripts of the List of Investment have how¬ 
ever been forwarded to those Factories which now remain unmolested, and 
will be Complied with as far as possible. 

% 

17. The branches of the Investment, which We are apprehensive may 
30 May & suffer most on this Occasion, are those made in the Cal- 

23 June cutta Aurungs, and at the Factories of Cossimbuzar 

Maulda, and Patna. Towards the first. We have been, able to furnish but 
a very small sum, and the provision of the Others’ being in Places, where 
the Commotions have principally prevailed We may reasonably expect a 
Deficiency in many Articles. 

, 18. The members of Cossimbuzar Factory having been made prisoners 


njulv 


and carried away by Cossim Aly Cawn, and Mrit 


29 A]u^. Batson’s Presence being found necessary with the Aimy^ 
Dtydo. appointed Mr, George Gray, who was obliged to 
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retire from Maulda, to proceed and provisionally take Chaii^ of the Afiai 
at Cossimbuzar. A severe Indisposition, however, having prevented his 
setting out Mr. Charles Gorii^ is now employed Collecting in what part 
he can of the Cossimbuzar and Maulda Investments until Mr. Gray’s Arri¬ 
val, to assist him wherein We have published a strict Order forbidding the 
purchase of any of the Articles by private Merchants. 


19. Finding that the Progress of our Army would prove too slow for 
Com. re-establishing the Factory at Patna in time to make 

5 Sept. the Investment of this Season We judged it proper to 

address the Dutch, desiring they would Collect in the Salt Petre, which 
should have belonged to both Factories, and when it could be dispatched 
down order our Proportion to be delivered to Us. 


20. Their Reply is minuted on our Consultation of the 13 Septr. to 
19 Se t which We beg leave to refer and shall only add that 
as they seem so little disposed to assist our affairs. We 
shall use every means possible, to secure still as large a share of this year’s 
Petre as We can, and We have for that puropse wrote to Major Adams to 
take possession of the Aurungs, and all the Petre which may be collected at 
them without Loss of Time. 


21. On receit of our Letters of the 30 Novr. 1762 and 31 March last, 
6 June We caused his Majesty’s Proclamations for the Ces- 
8 Sept. sation of Arms, and the general Peace to be publickly 

read, and in Settling the Article respecting the East Indies so far as concerns 
our Affairs We shall pay due regard to the Instructions in your Separate 
Letters of the 9 and 31 March. 

22. In the 12 and 13 Paragraphs of our last Letter, you were advised 

10 April of our having freighted a Cartel Ship to carry the French 

9 th May Prisoners to the Islands and they were accordingly em¬ 

barked to the Number of about 30 Officers and 100 private Men, but 
We are sorry to acquaint your Honors that the Ship failed of making her 
Passage out of the River owing partly to the unwillingness of the Passengers 
and partly to the great Advance of the Season before she could make a 
second attempt. The Prisoners* were therefore again landed and shall be 

16 th Ma disposed of agreeable to Treaty whenever a Commissary 

^ shall arrive, on behalf of the French Nation, but if none 

Comes before the Dispatch of these Ships, We shall send on them the 
Number before destined for Europe. 


23. We shall use our Endeavours when the Orders come to be issued 
g for the return of his Majesty’s 84 Regiment to engage 

as many of the men as We can into your Service. Hither¬ 
to We believe Major Adams has not received any immediate Directions 
on this head, however we have used the precaution to request {hat he will 
at all Events suspend issuing such Orders until the principal Objects of the 
War against Cossim Aly Cawn are attained. 

36 
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94. We duply observe your Remarks on the Indent for Artillery and 
military Stores fmd shall speak more fully thereto in a subsequent Letter. At 
present We have only to desire that our Want of Arms may be plentifully 
supplied as our Expence of that Article is very great. From the best judge¬ 
ment We can form We imagine our Demand on this head may amount to 
five thousand stand annually, and We therefore beg that We may if pos¬ 
sible be furnished with that number. 

25. By pqr Consultation of the 11 of August you vyill obse^tp 4 Gom- 
Cons. mission as Major on this Establishment ha^ been gran- 
11 Aug. ted to Capt. Randfurlie Knox and to the Reasons which 
are there given for this appointment. We have nothing further to add as 
We doubt not of your Honors acquiescence and Confirmation in reward 
for the distinguished Merit which Capt. Knox has shewn m the Course of 
his Service 

a6. In the 61 Paragraph of our Letter of the 30 Octr. 176a We men- 
, -, , - tioned to you that Mary De Lores Suit in regard to the 
Money of Brohicr s which was attached by the Presi¬ 
dency of Bombay had not come to Issue in the Mayor's Court But We are 
now to inform ypur Honors that on its being brought to a hearing there a 
Decree of that Court passed in her Favour from which Decree the attorney 
for the Company having appealed to us, as a Court of Appeals. We thought 
proper to reverse the same and gave a judgement in favour of the Company 
with Costs of Suit for the reasons particularly recited in the Decree. Mary 
De Lore has now lodged a Petition of Appeal to the King which vyc imagine 
will be sent home by this Packet and We have therefore ordered the Com¬ 
pany’s attorney to transmit our Answer with the other necessary Papers for 
finishing the Cause in England. 

27. We beg leave to refer you to our Separate Letters upon Country 
Affairs for the Presidents several Declarations concerning the present Troubles 
We shall only here notice to you at his Request that it is his Intention for the 
reasons mentioned in his Minute of the 20 of June to qqit the Chair as soon 
as the Dangers of the War are over, and your affairs restored to a State of 
Security. This he hopes will be the case in very few months, for not only the 
Reasons before referred to, but the Consideration of his Health which has 
suffered by repeated attacks during all the hot Season, urge him strongly to 
take his Passage for Europe on one of the Ships of the present year. And 
there being no longer a doubt that Mr. Amyatt lost his Life in the treacherous 
attack made on him near Murshedabad on his Return from Mongheer 
it becomes necessary that your Honors take Jhe first Opportunity of signifying 
your pleasure, as to the Succession to the Government of this Presidency. 

28. In /hb place Mr. McGwire desires we will repeat to your Honors 
his determined Resolution of leaving India this Season for the reasons men¬ 
tioned in/ his minute of the 14 July. 
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ag. "Pie Qonwepcpment of liostUities l:^tvyee]:) i^s ^nd the Nabob 
Cpswin AJy Cawn haviijg put Period thp* an unhappy one to ^11 disputcf 
and difference? pf Ppinion po^ceming the Affairs of the Country Government 
we beg le^ye 0 pass over in Siicpce all particulars of that Kind that happened 
before referring you to pur above mentioned separate Letter for a Detail of 
the Resolutions taken by the Majority of the Board, and the Occurrences 
which followed, and to the Consultations pointed out in the said Iietter for 
the Dissents of any Member from the Opinion of the Majority. Our said 
Letter being a Detail of Facts may serve for a Memorial of the Causes and 
Consequences of this unhappy Event. 

30. One Dispute however, happened at the Board of so extraordinary 
a Nature as cannot but be particulaily noticed. The 10 of June the Pre¬ 
sident being indisposed and absent, and Mr. Batson in the Chair a Diffe¬ 
rence arose between him and Mr. Hastings, Which was Carried to a 
very indecent Length. The rest of the Members immediately ordered them 
both to retire to their several Houses, and the next Consultation the 13 of June 
the affair being taken into Consideration it was resolved by a Majority of the 
Board that Mr. Batson could not suffer a less Censure than Suspensioii 
from your Service and he was accordingly suspended but the next Consul¬ 
tation the 17 of June upon a Letter delivered in by Mr. Batson achnowledg- 
ing his Fault and praying his Case might be reconsidered it was resolved 
again by a Ma>orify that the Suspension should be taken off and he was 
accordingly leadmitted into the Service with a Rule however that he should 
not sit ag^in a* tbc Board but give his opinion in writing as the President 
declared he would not sit in Council, with one who had been guilty of such 
an Offence, As the several Consultations before mentioned treat of this 
Mattpr very fully We shall leave you to them for what further parti¬ 
culars may be nepcssary fqr enabling your Honors to form a proper judge¬ 
ment of the Affair. 


31. Amongst the Accounts Expences of the Royal George forwarded 
in her former Packet we transmitted Gapt, Skottowe’s Account Current, 
and at his Request desired you would be pleased to discharge the Ballance 
thereof in England; but the uhbxpected Detention of the Ship having since 
obliged him to apply to us for payment of that Ballance 
here. We have paid the same accordingly, and stat¬ 
ed it in the Additional Accounts of the Ships Expences all of which are now 
forwarded. 


Ck)iu. Augt- 


38 . On our Consultation of the 23rd of May you will observe an 
Account of the Damage which ensured to the Cargoes from the Royal 
23td May George’s Misfortune. When the Ship came to be 

aa Augt. reloaded We ordered that these Goods should be 

replaced by others of the same Value and Quality out of the Warehouse; 
tl^ js j^cpordingly bepp Observed as far a? possible, and her prc$pnt Cargo 

a^ Ppr Ipvoipc to CR«! $63300, 



5*4 


LETTBR TO COURT 


33. After the Ashburnham*s former dispatch in Council, We resolv¬ 
ed to send down to her fifty more Bales upon an Additional Invoice in order 

„ to replace any part of her Cargo which might from the 
^ Season of the year, receive Damage, and be return¬ 

ed or if that did not prove the Case, to be loaded on board of her as Surplus 
Tonnage; and these Bales having been accordingly received into the Ship we 
now permit them to remain, on account of the Trouble which would occur 
in the unstowing and bringing of them back to Town. The Invoice of them 
is herewith transmitted, which makes her Cargo amount in all to G Rs 
7,69,700 

Vizt. her former Invoice CRs. 7,29,600 

Invoice of these 50 Bales.40,100. 

34. We have chose to omit sending you the usual list of Covenanted 
Servants, untill the next Ship, on account of the uncertain Situation which 
many of them are now in. 

35. We have delivered to each of the Captains a fresh set of Sailing Order 
drawn up agreable to the Instructions in your Letter of the 30 of Novem¬ 
ber and We transmit a copy of them as usual in their respective Packets. 


We are 

May it please your Honors 

Fort William, 
the 29 Sept. 1763. 

Original Per Royal George 
Duplicate Per Ashburnham 
Triplicate Per Osterley 


Your most Faithful Humble 
Servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/William Me Gwirc* 
William Billers/John Gartier/Warren Hast¬ 
ings/Randolph Marriott/Hugh Watts. 
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LETTER DATED 29 SEPTEMBER 1763 

Mir Qasim refuses to comply with Company's demands—seizure of arms at 
Monghyr—arrtst of the Jagat Seths—war preparations in Patna—dissenting 
opinion of Vansittart—final efforts for settlement of disputes—Mir Qasim insists on 
removal of Ellis— Hay detained as hostage—commencement of hostilities—decision 
to reinstate Mir Jufar—Amyatt killed—Mir Qasim's attack on Patna, Cossimbazar 
and Dacca—terms of treaty with Mir Jafar — Maj. Adams' operations agair^t Mir 
Qasim—Mir Qasim threatens to *.kill European prisoners—Adams and Camacpraised 
-^measures for aefence of Calcutta—formation of $rd artillery company. 

c 

To the Mohotaoic the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honorable 
UnitW Crmpany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 
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May it please Your Honors, 

z. Our Separate Letters, upon the Affairs of the Country Government, 
dated the i8 and 20 of April go in Duplicate in the Packets of the Royal 
George and Ashburnham but upon those Ships failing in their Attempts 
to get out of the River, We forwarded two Other Copies of our said Advices 
to Madrass to be transmitted to your Honors by the earliest Opportunities 
that might offer, it is therefore probable one of them might reach you 
before the Arrival of these Ships. 

2. In those Letters you will be informed of the Disputes which had 
arisen between Us, and the Nabob Cossim Aly Cawn, the Animosities 
and Jealousies which ensued, and which began to appear in his Action® 
and Declarations. 

3. It is with infinite Concern we are now to acquaint you, that thosc 
Animosities have ended in an Open War, a War too which, although 
We have all reason to trust by the Prudence of our Officers and the Bravery 
of our Troops will be brought to a successful Issue, yet in its beginning, 
it was attended with some unfortunate Circumstances greatly to be lament¬ 
ed, and in its Consequences it must be expected will leave the Country 
in a State of Confusion which it may take Time to remedy. 

4. You have been acquainted that in the Course of these Disputes with 
the Country Government many differences of Opinion arose amongst 
the Members of the Board, and some of these Opinions were so warmly 
espoused that the mutual Regard due from one to another was sometimes 
forgot, however all those differences were lost in the general Concern 
when hostilities commenced and the Endeavors of all were immediately 
united in prosecuting the war with Vigor. With the same Sentiments of 
Concern for the misfortunes which have happened and the Unanimity in 
pursuing the most expedient measures for restoring Tranquility to the 
Country and Security to the Company’s Interests. We shall proceed to lay 
before your Honors a candid and explicit Account of the Facts as they 
Occurred and of the Resolutions taken by the Majority of the Board, referring 
to the Book of Consultations for the Reasons delivered in on every Occasion 
by those members who differed from the Majority and concluding with a 
Detail of the Events of the War to the Time of closing our Address. 

5. In Consequence of the Resolution of the 20 April, Messrs. Amyatt 
and Hay set out from Moorshedabad the 25 of April, and arrived at Mon- 

ghcer the 12 of May without any Material Occurence 

ons. ao pn Road. They were received by the Nabob 

with the usual Marks of Ceremony and respect and from what passed at 
their first general Conversations, when they opened to him the Business of 
their Visit, they were in hopes that the Differences might J)C amicably 
adjusted. But finding that from such general Conferences they would not be 
able to bring their Business to a Period they thought best to deliver him in 
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writing a Gompleat Copy of their Instructions, with a ^kptr C!oni{itt^hizidihg 
the Demands contained there in Eleven distinct Articles, 

6. They waited some days for the Nabob’s Answer, and then receiv* 
^ a Paper containing an Answer to .each Article In which he 

endeavored to prove by all the Arguments he could 
Cons. 6 June raakc use of the Unreasonableness of our Demands 
alledging with respect to the Article of Trade that all Duties being 
abolished, there was no further Room left for dispute on the subject, regarding 
the other Articles that some of them were unjust and unnecessary Innova¬ 
tions that the Grounds of the rest had proceeded from the bad Behaviour of 
our own Agents and Dependants and that as he had never deviated on his 
part from his Agreement he refused Complying with any of the Demands or 
entering into any new Treaty, and answers appearing at length both on the 
face of our Consultations and the Books of Mr. Amyatt’s Country Corres¬ 
pondence we refer to them for the particular Contents. 

7. About the same Time a Supply of 500 Stand of Arms going to 
Patna was stopped by the Nabob’s Officers at Mongheer. Mr. Amyatt 
applied in vain for their Release and therefore represented to the Nabob, 
that this Step so unwarrantable between Friends being accompanied with 
a general denial to the Demands he had made rendered it unnecessary and 
improper that he should remain longer in the Quality of Ambassador at 
his Court that he had transmitted these Answers to the Council at Cal¬ 
cutta and desired his leave toretiirn. 

8. The Nabob in answer to this wrote to Mr. Amyatt in plain Terms 
that he would not comply with any of our Demands or release the Arms 
unless that our Troops which he alledged did create daily Disturbances at 
Patna were recalled to Mongheer where too, if they were intended for his 
Service, he said they would be more properly stationed. He concluded how¬ 
ever with a desire that Mr. Amyatt would wait for Orders from Calcutta 
as he had transmitted the Answers there for the Consideration of the 
Board. 


9. Whilst Messrs. Amyatt and Hay remained at Moorshedabad, they 
wrote us word that the Nabob had seized Jaggut Seat, and his Brother and 
carried them off Prisoners to Mongheer; and that the reason assigned for 
this ill Treatment of those Persons was their supposed conii^ction with 
and Friendship for the EngUsh. Altho’ We never held any Interdddrse 
with the Sekts in ppint of Business. Yfet We thought it incumbent on us 

on account of their Rank and Reputation in the 
15 th Apr a Countty to endeavor to lirevent thfelr meeting with 
kny harm, ahd therefore to represent to the Nabob as well immediately 
thrbugh the ^President as by Messrs. Amyatt and Hay when they should 
artive at Mongheer, that as this was the first Indignity of ihi Kind 
these GendeMen had fever suffered It would of Course prove a great reproach 

f 
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to his Gk>vernment. That it was besides the breach of a promUc He had made 
the Preudent at the time of his appointment to the Subahdarree and that 
we therefore advise his setting them at Liberty to enjoy unmolested their 
own property wherever they might please to reside. This representation 
was accordingly made by Letter both from the President and Mr. Amyatt, 
and inserted among the other Articles of Demands presented to the Nabob • 
Who answered that he meant them no harm but that he should insist on their 
residing wherever he did alledging it was the Custom and accordingly he 
kept them at Mongheer. 

10. Frequent were the Complaints We received from the Chief and 
Council at Patna both before and after Mr. Amyatt’s arrival at Mongheer 

Cons Interruptions given by the Government’s People 

6th June to their Salt Petre and Ophium Business, and at two 

23d May different Times, small parties of our Seapoys were 

engaged in Skirmishes with some of the Nabob’s Troops as mentioned in the 
29 and 35 Paragraphs of our Letter of the 18 of April. The Chief and 
Council advised Us at the same time of several Reinforcements being sent 
from different parts of the Nuib [jVifliat] at Patna, representing that they 
imagined hostilities were intended against out Detachment and desirine 
C rders for their Conduct in such an Event. 

11. In Cbnsultatioh the 14 of April Major Adams being present. Major 
Carnr-ac [Carnacj Indisposed we agreed on a plan of Operations in case o 

a Rupture with the Nabob, and in consequence sent 
4 April Directions to the Chief and Council at Patna, that 
upon such an Event they should attack and take possession of the City of 
Patna, if they thought themselves equal to the Undertaking. If not, that 
they should make: Choice of a Post, which might be judged best capable of 
Defence, and there maintain themselves until they received Succours wait¬ 
ing in both Gases for further Orders from Major Adams, who would march 
with all Expedition with the Army from thence. But they were particularly 
cautioned, and directed not to understand a Rupture declared by Notice 
from Us, contenting themselves in the mean Time with protecting, and 
defending the Gompanys Interests against any Injuries. This Restriction 
and Caution We judged might be given with entire Security as We esteemed 
the Detachment of Troops upon that Station sufficiently strong to defend 
themselves against any Force the Nabob could send to attack them. By a 
return dated the 30 April the last received from thence their Forces 
consisted of two hundred and Twenty Europeans Infantry fifty seven 
Artillery and two Thousand seven hundred and Nine Seapoys not 
including twenty-seven Commissioned Officers. A Copy of the said 
Return is enclosed in the Packet. 

12. After the Paper of Answers mentioned to be given by^ the Nabob 
to Mr. AmyAtt there ensued Breach not only of the Intercourse between, 
them, but also Of the usual and common Civilities in So much that Messrs 



uatat TO oorntr 


Amyatt and Hay were treated with the greatest Slight and some of the 
Gentlemen suffered at different Times very unbecoming Affronts from his 
People in passing the different out Posts. 

13. This was the Situation of Affairs when We came to consider of tlie 
whole in Consultation of the 9 of June and determine what measures were 

proper to be taken witli the Nabob, it was then agreed 
9 June resolved that We should not consent to the Removal 

of the Troops from Patna whether the Nabob complied with our Demands 
or not, That therefore in case he insisted on such Preliminary or refused to 
release the Boats with the arms, Messrs Amyatt and Hay should immediately 
return to Calcutta and this without taking Leave of the Nabob if they thought 
it unsafe to declare their Intention That Immediately on their quitting Mon- 
gheer they were to advise Us and the Gentlemen at Patna directing them to 
be upon their Guard and act as they judged most proper for their own Secu- 
tity in case the Nabob should march or send Troops to attack them. A Copy of 
these Orders were also dispatched to the Chief and Council at Patna, with 
Directions to regulate themselves as they might be advised by Messrs Amyatt 
and Hay. At the Time of this Meeting The President being indisposed sent 
his Sentiments in writing which differ in some points from the Resolution® 
of that Day, as will appear by the Minute. 

14. The Resolutions of the Majority being Communicated in the Even¬ 
ing to the President. He observed that he thought there was from them no 
Room left for an accommodation even if the Nabob should be found in a 
better Disposition. Messrs. Amyatt and Hay not being authorized to offer 
him any Satisfactory answer to the Demands and Complaints on his part 
He (the President), therefore, directed the Secretary to desire Mr. Batsuin 
[Batson], who presided in his absence to summon a Council the ensuing day 
and delay the dispatch of the Letters till then. Which being accordingly done 

The President sent in a Letter containing his Sentiments 
10th June further Instructions which he therefore thought 

might be given to Messrs Amyatt and Hay. 

15. These being considered by the Members of the Board it was agreed 
to write further to Messrs Amyatt and Hay That m case the Arms were 

released and the Nabob in a disposition to treat further 
II June without insisting on the removal of the Troops from Patna 

as a Preliminary, they might assure him with respect to his Demand on that 
head. That the Troops were stationed there for the Security of his Govern¬ 
ment and to maintain Tranquility in the Country and that they should be 
employed only in confoiraity to that view. That they might received [n'e] 
from the Nabob his more particular Objections to the Demands of the Board, 
and transmit them to Us. When We should determine which of them must 
still be insisted on and which Might be abated of. That with respect to 
Mahomed Aly the Naib at Dacca, and other Officers of the Government de¬ 
tained at q^ltutta. We were willing to send them up to have their 
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Behaviour enquired into in presence of the Nabob, if they thought it advisable 
and lastly that they might receive from the Government’s Officers the account 
of the Losses they alledged they had sustained by the Violencies of the English 
agents and Gomastas and that We should cause full satisfaction to be made 
for whatcvor should be proved. 

16. From this Time forward We received fresh accounts from Mongheer 
of the little Confidence the Nabob seemed to place in us-his ill-disposition to¬ 
wards our Affairs, and that in their Opinion a War was imavoidable—^We also 
were advised from Patna, that the Nabob’s People were endeavouring to 
debauch our Seapoys, in so much that from the i to the 6 of June Two hun¬ 
dred had deserted, and which had induced Mr. Ellis to issue Orders for the 
Detachment’s holding themselves in readiness for immediate Service as there 
by entitling them to Batta might be the means to prevent any further Desertion 
As yet every thing remained quiet in the Neighbourhood of Calcutta and 
Burdwan, however, the necessary preparations were making to secure against 
a contrary Event altho We still hoped, from our last Orders that an Accom¬ 
modation might be effected. 

17. The first Intimation We had, that the Nabob’s Intentions were 
certainly hostile, was by Messrs Amyatt and Hay’s Letters of the 11 of June 

These appeared to us so positive, that We esteemed it 
Cons. 18 June neccssaiy to form an immediate disposition of our Forces, 
and Concert Measures for the future Government of the Country, in case a 
War did actually ensue, and the removal of the Nabob from the Subah- 
darry should be the Issue as also for reimbursing the public Expcnces of 
this War and the private Losses which would be inevitably sustained in the 
Country. Accordingly in Consultation the 18 of June We resolved on such a 
Plan for the Operations of the Army, As We thought would best tend to the 
Security of the Company’s Lands and the Protection of the Investment and 
as the first Step to be taken agreable to this Disposition We ordered Capt, 
Knox’s Detachment then stationed at Jallesore to march as far to the North 
ward as Midnapore and there wait further Orders. 

18. That We had thus disposed of our Forces We immediately advised 
Messrs Amyatt and Hay informing them however that it would be with great 
Reluctance We made any Motions until! We heard of their being in a place 
of Safety and We at the same time gave them the necessary Answers to some 
further Complaints made by the Nabob, in case he should still be inclined to 
alter his Temper and proceed in the Treaty regarding the Government of the 
Country and the Other Points the several Members were then desired to pre¬ 
pare their Sentiments The Result of Which We shall have occasion to men¬ 
tion upon our coming to the Period when that Matter was finally settled. 

19. The next Letters from Mongheer served only to confirm our opinion 
that the Nabob would not come to Terms, as upon the Delivery of a Letter 
from the President, which represented to him the unlawfulness of detaining 
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the Amu, that no Friendship could subsist betwera us during so hostile ait 
Action, and that We would never Submit to <saU oUr Troot>» Patna 
on the footing of a Preliminary Demands We immediately declared to Messrs, 
Amyatt and Hay there was War : adding that his reason for demanding the 
recall of our Troops was, that he knew Mr Ellis to be his avow’d Enemy and 
would employ them to the detriment of his Affairs, and that therefore We 
would not coment to remove the Troops. He insisted they should be put under 
the Direction of another Chief, That this might camfe a Change in the Face 
of Affairs between Us. But that if from the Resolution of the Council neither 
of these Demands were granted He would give Mr. Amyatt a passport to 
proceed to Calcutta with his Party detaining only Mr. Hay, as a hostage 
for Mahomed Aly, and the rest of his Aumils Prisoners with Us. These Gent' 
leman \sic\ further intimated that they understood the Nabob’s view in 
this Detention of Mr. Hay to be principally the Safety of Coja Petruse and there¬ 
fore recommended the immediate confining of that Man as a Necessary Secu¬ 
rity for Mr Hay who had consented to remain—However as We had no real 
Certainty for this Suspicion We thought it sufficient to desire that the Presi¬ 
dent would keep such a watch upon Petruse as to prevent his quitting the 
Settlement. 

20. We also received Letters from Mr. Johnstone at Burdwan which con¬ 
tained Intelligence that the Nabob was marching Bodies of Troops, toward 

the Frontiers of that Province from Moorshed-abad 

Cons, 23d June and therefore, desired that We would tadkc Measure 
to oppose their Progress and prevent any ill-Effect 
which such Motions would naturally have on the Collections. We accordingly 
orderd (japt Knox to continue his March to Burdwan, and there 
Co-operate with Mr. Johnstone in preventing any Inroads to the Injury of 
the Province; and for the same purpose We directed another Detachment to 
march from Ghyrottee and take post at Amboa, the Boundary of the Burdwan 
Province towards the River and Eastward. 

21. Just after these Orders bad been issued. We received further Letters 
from Messrs Amyatt and Hay Which brought us the unexpected advice of 
the Nabob’s having released the Arms, and thereby gave us hopes that the 

Negotiation might still go on, but by the very next 
ayth June Consultations receiving confirmed Intelligence from Cos- 

30th June simbuzar that our Dawk Cossaids were drove from their 

ad July Stations and our Correspondence by that means put an 

entire stop to, and as We at the same Time had 
Letters from the Nabob enclosing others from the Naib at Patna, which 
intimated that he expected itn attack on the City. We concluded that an 
open Rupture had accordingly broke out there, and We therefore Ordered 
the Body the Army from Ghyrottee to be put in Motion as fast as 
possible and4narch towards Cossimbtizar; which Measure We the more 
teadily ^^oipted, a.% had any Intelligence at rived from Mongheer to have 
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givfen Us fmh of accc^iniod&tioh it woUId have been in 6ur t>dWcr to 

have stopped the Progress of the Troops befbre they had gone beyohd our 
own Tettitoriei; 


38 . Alarms from henceforward continued to increase and Confirm 
our Belief that We must of Necessity engage in a Wai, for a note which was 
received the 4. of July in the Morning, acquainted Us, 
CJons. 4th July esteemed themselves Prisoners and that the 

Arms had been again stopt By the report of the Hircara who brought 
this Note We were also informed that at Patna hostilities had actually com¬ 
menced between the Nabob's and our Forces, and that Mr. Amyatt had in 
consequence made his Retreat thither. 


23. The Gentlemen at Patna in anSwer to oitr Letter of the 14 of April 
acquainted Us that they thought these Orders layed them under too great 
a Restraint, and would prevent them taking any ad- 
gth May vantages which might offer in case they came to act 

4th July more especially as on account of thfe daily InSulls they 

suffered From the Nabob’s People, it appeared to them 
that they might in the end be necessitated to possess themselves of the City. 
Calling to mind these Circumstances, and those mentioned in the Qist Para¬ 
graph, We were readily induced to gii^c Credit to the present Report, and 
therefore resolved that the Army should proceed with all Expedition to Mon- 
ghecr. 


24. In consequence of the Resolution mentioned in the 18 Paragraph, 
The Several Members on the 20 of June delivered in writing their Senti¬ 
ments on the plan of Government which should take 
2ot June place in case of a Resolution in the present and also 

on the other Points, which they were required to speak to, The President in 
his minute beg’ed Leave to decline giving any opinion with regard 
to the Settlement of the Country declaring that it was his Intention to quit 
the Chair as sdon as the War could be brought to an Issue , and that he there¬ 
fore left it to the other Members on whom would rest the future manage¬ 
ment of Affairs, to determine -in this Point. For bis more particular Reasons 
as well as for the Substance of the Opinions of the other Members, We refer 
you to the Minutes themselves entered at large on the face of that day’s Consul¬ 
tation. 


25. These having been read and debated on at the Board. They 
Were then ordered to lay for Consideration as it was judged proper 
to employ a further Time in resolving oh a Matter of so much' Importance 
particularly in hopes of being assisted with the Opinion of Mr. Amyatt 
at his Arrival. But as the Situation of affairl was b^fcomc too urgent 
to admit of any Delay, the Subject was* resumed in 
4th July Consultation the 4 of July, and having been again fully 

considered and debated The President and Mr. Hastings 
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reiuainiag Neuter, it was the Unanimous Opinion of the odier Members 
that the former Nabob Mcer Jaffier should be restored to the Govern¬ 
ment. Upon his entering into a new Treaty which should contain such 
Articles as were thought necessary for the Company’s Interests, and for 
preventing any further Disttirbances in the Country A Committee 
of the Board were accordingly appointed to draw up a Plan of Articles 
to that Effect. 

26. We come now to the Period of the Misfortunes which befell Us in 
the beginning of this War; Misfortunes which as often as We call them to 
Mind renew in Us Sentiments of the greatest Concern. The first of these 
is the Loss of Mr. Amyatt an Event which proved the more effecting, as 
it was entirely unexpected, and attended with such Circumstances of 
Treachery and Cruelty as must greatly increase the Concern We should 
have felt at the Loss of so good a Servant to the Company, and so worthy 
a Member of our Society, had such a Misfortune happened to Us in the 
Common Course of Nature. Having taken Leave of the Nabob the 24 of 
June and received the usual Passports he set out in Boats for Calcutta 
accompanied with Messrs. Amphlett, Wollaston and Hutchinson Lieuts 
Jones, Gordon and Cooper, and Doctor Crooke, Mr. Hay remained with 
the Nabob as mentioned in the 19 Paragraph and Mr. Gulston staid to 
accompany him. We received a Letter from Mr. Amyatt dated at Seip- 
gunge the 25 of June, and another dated the 30 near Sootee, in which 
last he acquainted Us he should proceed to Cossimbuzar, and leaving his 
Escort there, as We had directed make the best of his Way to Calcutta. 
We were e}q)ecting, therefore, to hear of his Arrival at Cossimbuzar 
when we were on the contrary advised by a Letter from the Gentlemen 
of that Factory, dated in the Evening of the 3rd of July that his Boats 
had been attacked that Morning as they were passing the City of 
Moorshed-abad that Lieut Cooper, and some of the Seapoys had been 
Killed, and the rest of the Party made Prisoners. A Report prevailed 
immediately after that Mr. Amyatt was among the killed, but this 
Circumstance was not confirmed to Us till the 7th when We were in¬ 
formed by Mr. Johnstone at Burdwan, that a Jemautdar with some of the 
Seapoys of the Party had arrived there and acquainted him that as the 
Boats were passing the City depending on their Passports, and free from 
any Suspicion of Treachery, they were fired upon by a Number of 
Troops assembled for that purpose on both sides of the River, and some 
of the Gentlemen killed in the Boats that Mr. Amyatt immediately put 
to his Boat, and landed with a few Seapoys which he forbid to Fire, and 
endeavoured to make Enemy’s Troops understand that he was furnished 
with the Nabob’s Passports, and had no design of Committing any hostilities. 
But the horse advancing some of the Seapoys fired notwithstanding 
Mr. Amyatts Orders, and a general Confiuion ensuing Mr. Amyatt and 
most of the jmall Party who were with him were cut to Pieces All accounts 
agree that ib/ee or four other of the Gentlemen before-mentioned were 
likewise ailled, and the rest carried Prisonera to Mongheer, but even yet 
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We are uncertaini which escaped* We could dwell still longer on this 
Melancholy Event, but that we have another of an equally grievous and 
unfortunate nature to relate in regard to our Factory and Troops at 
Patna. To it therefore We shall proceed after repeating once more our 
real Sorrow for the severe Loss We have experienced in the Death of 
Mr. Amyatt, and leaving you to learn further particulars by a perusal of 
the Letters & ca referred to in the Margin. 

ay. Having received no Advices from Patna after the 17 of June, We 
began to be apprehensive that hostilities had not only commenced there 
but that the Consequences had not been successful to Us especially as 
Various Reports to this purport prevailed in the Town. These Suspicions we 

Cons. 7 July were sorry to find confirmed by a very Insolent and 

II July exulting Letter from Gossim Aly Gawn, which arrived 

with Us in Council the 7 of July, as also by some Ext- 
tracts of Letters from the Dutch at Patna sent to Us from Houghley. Yet 
We still remained in an uncertainty what part of the Detachment had been 
killed or what were made Prisoners, until lately that We received a Letter 
from Gapt George Wilson one of the Officers who was then there, dated Patna 
the 27 of July. 

28. This acquainted Us that Mr. Ellis and his Council having with the 
approbation of Gapt Carstairs agreed to attack the City early in the Mor¬ 
ning of the 25 of June, it was accordingly executed and carried. That they 
were in entire possession of the City for four hours, the Governor*, and most 
of the People having fled as far as Ffutiva [Fatwa ?] That he there came 
to a resolution to return and attempt to regain the City and having got in 
at the Water side gate of the Kella, he succeeded in dispossessing our 
Troops, Owing to the Seapoys and Europeans being mostly dispersed in 
plundering. That upon their retiring into the Factory, on account of the 
dispiritedness of the Men and a great desertion among the Seapoys it 
was found impracticable to make any Stand there, and a Resolution was 
therefore taken to proceed to Sujah Dowla’s Country. That they accord¬ 
ingly crossed the River the 26 in the Evening and met with no Obstruc¬ 
tion until they passed Ghupra. That then they were attacked on the 
30 by the Phousdar with about 2000 Men. Whom they easily routed. But 
he being that Evening joined from Budgepore with four or five hundred 
Seapoys and five or six Field Pieces. He attacked the Party on the next 
Evening the ist of July and entirely routed them The Europeans having 
quitted their Ranks at the first Onset. That in the whole there was about 
fifty Europeans killed and about Eight or nine Officers, amongst the last 
Gapt. Carstairs, who was killed by a Gannon Ball in the Morning of the ist. 
That on the 2nd Mr. Ellis &c. Officers and private men were taken Prisoners, 
and at the Time of the Date of this Letter were all at Mongheer excepting, 
Gapt. Wilson Ensigns Mackay and Armstrong, Mr. Andergpn Surgeon 
and Mr. Peter Campbell, who then remained Prisoners at Patna. We are 
unable yet to say for certain who are the rest of these Officers killed. 
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af all our Advices to this Time, iiiform us no forther than that there are 
many Officers and Men Prisoners in Mongheer with all the Gentlemen of 
the Patna Factory namely Messrs. Ellis, Lushington, Howitt, 'Smith and 
Gollings. 

29. To the bare Narrative of this misfortune "VVe can pnly observe 
further at this Time, that it appears to have been owing to ah unfortHnate 
Inattention in not restraining the Troops from Plunder after they had 
possessed themselves of the City; But should any other Qircumstances come 
to our Knowledge hereafter in Explanation of this Affair We shall transmit 
to your Honors the necessary Advice. 

30. Immediately after the attack upon Mr. Amyatt and his party, the 
Enemy surrounded the Factory of Gossimbuzar, as appears by a Letter from 

the Gentlemen there entered on Consultation the 8 of 

Cons. 8th July July* who finding they were notin a Capacity to hold 

11th July out against such a Force retreated on the 5 of July to 

the Dutch Factory at Galkapoor but being demanded by 
the Naib of Moorshedabad, the Dutch were under a Necessity of delivering 
them up, and after being Kept some time prisoners at the City, they were all 
sent up to the Nabob at Mongheer, where they are now confined. Their 
Number amounts to about Ten, consisting of the following Gentlemen vizt 
Messrs. Chambers, Lyon, Oakes, Eyston Kound and Crolte belonging to 
the Factory. Mr. Ham Surgeon Mr. Lake Commissary to the Troops at 
Patna on his Way thither, and Messrs. William Stewart and Benjamin 
Spunner Officers Who were there for the recovery of their health. Mr. 
Charles Bennet was made Prisoner at Bauleah and sent also to Mongheer. 

31. Much about the same time a Body of Troops made an attack upon 
the Factory at Dacca which was successfully defended and they were repulsed 

with some Loss, but upon an Enquiry after the Attack 

14th July was over, the Gentlemen finding they had expended the 

greatest part of their ammunition and being appre¬ 
hensive of a Second Attack, with the approbation of the Officers Who com¬ 
manded the Scapoys, they left the Factory the 7 of July, and retreated to 
Luckypore from whence in their Letter of the g they sent us a particular 
Account of this Affair. Prior to this advice however, having reced the 
news by Report from a Hircara. We immediately dispatched Orders to 
the Factories of Luckypore and Chittagong to assemble a Force and joining 
with the Mecklcy Detachment, Which might be about that tiine expected 
to return agrcable to the Orders sent them the 9 of June proceed to retal^e 
Dacca Factory and posses[s] themselves of the City in behalf of the Nabob 
Meerjaffier. Although these Orders did not arrive in time to be followe^l 
Yet according to the same Plan on the first hearing of this News at Chitta¬ 
gong. Gapt. Grant left that place and proceeded to Luckypore near which 
having join<^ the Meckley Detachment he returned with the GenUemen 
of the Da^a Factory to Dacca where he arrived the 17 of July, apd at 
the same tlime resettled them in their Business and took the City andKella. 
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39 ^• Wf xio doubt but tbe Geotlexxien on this Occasion acted as 
they thottghl fbr the best however Wc arc sorry to Observe to your Honors 

that even from their own account transmitted at our 
Cons, ssnd Aug. desire in a Letter dated the lo of August (here appeared 
to Us to be not sufficient Cause to have obliged them 
to quit the Factory, and when that resolution was taken, that there was 
a Want of the necessary Measures and Precautions for making an Orderly 
retreat for the Better Security of their own Persons and preserving the 
Company’s Effects as even the Treasure to the Amount of Forty five 
thousand Rupees was left behind in the Factory. 

33. Altho^ these last particulars do not immediately succeed each other 
in point of Time Yet we chose to adopt this Method of relating them, 
together, that We may now Conclude our address, with the account of the 
Declaration of the War and the Operations of our Army therein. 

34. At the Consultation of the 6 of July, the Gentlemen of the Committee 
delivered in a Sett of Articles for forming a Treaty upon with Meer Jaffier, 
and these having been amended and approved of, a Deputation from the 
Board was appointed to wait on Meer Jaffier and acquainted him with the 
Resolutions in his favour, as also of the Substance of the said Articles to 
which when formed into a Treaty it would be required he should accede. 
After one or two Meetings he agreed to resume the Government, and to sign 
to the Articles as soon as they should be wrote out in proper Form and We 
therefore on the 7 th of July <irew up a papef which contained at the same 
time a Declaration of War against Cossim Aly Cawn and a proclamation of 
Meer Jaffier as Nazim of the three Provinces. 

35. This Proclamation was publickly read the 8th and the Treaty 

after undergoing some alterations at the ret^uest of the Nabob for the reasons 
mentioned in Consultation of the 9th of July, was reduced intp Form and 
signed by the Parties on the i o of the said Month. The most materis^l Articles 
being those which ascertained to Us. An unlimited Trade in the Country 
free of Customs in all Commodities excepting Salt, upon which We agreed 
to pay 2| p Ct. Stipulated the Sum of Thirty of Rupees for reimburse¬ 

ment qf the Company’s Losscs’^pd the Expences of the War, j^nd promised 
Indemnification for the Losses of all private Merchants residing under our 
protection. For the more particular Spbjec^ of the first proposed articles 
the Alterations made thereip as above-mentioned, and of the Definitive 
Treaty as ^t now stands We beg leave to refer you to the Consultationn 
of the 6th, 9th and i ith of July, in which they arc entered at large. A copy of 
the ProclamaUpp and Treaty are likewise, sent In the Packet. 

36. On the Articles being first presented to the Board, The President 
and Mr. Hastings altho’ they gave their Opinions with respect to the Proprie- 

6 th July ty of them, approving of the Tenor of t^c Treaty in 

8 th July general, excepting only that Article which regards the 
Extent of our Trade, yet they declared they would not become parties to that 
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or any other Treaty, which might be entered into with the Country Govern • 
ment. But when the Proclamation and Treaty came afterwards to be signed, 
altering their Opinion thus far, in that they thought it would be more for the 
publick Service, that We should appear unanimous in every Measure for pro* 
secuting the War against Cossim Aly Cawn, with the utmost Vigor and sup* 
porting the Alliance with Jaffier Aly Cawn, and particularly as the President 
conceived it would be a Satisfaction to Mcer Jaffier They consented to sign the 
Proclamation and all other public Deeds which should be made in Gonse* 
quencc recording Once for all that they did not mean thereby to prejudice 
their former Declarations and Opinions entered on Consultation. 

37. The Treaty with the Nabob Meer Jaffier having been regularly 
signed and Exchanged. He set out a few days after to join the Army under 

Major Adams, which was then on its march toward 
Moorshed-abad. The first action which happened 
was on the 19th of July, Opposite to Cut w^ on the Gos- 
simbuzar Side of the River. The Major having crossed 
the Army the night before, in the Morning came up with 
a large Body of the Enemy’s Troops who were strongly posted to oppose his 
progress to the City, and having attacked them they were routed after a 
Small resistance and with an inconsiderable Loss on our Side a detached 
Party under the Command of Gapt. Long at the same time possessed them- 
st Ives of the Fort of Cutwa on the other Side of the River, and all the Artil¬ 
lery they had there, as well as what they had brought into the Field fell into 
our hands. In this Action Mahomed Tuckey Cawn, who, it is said Com¬ 
manded the attack on Mr. Amyatt’s Party was mortally wounded and died 
a few days after. 

38. The good Effects of this Success were displayed in the easy Conquest 

that follow’d of the City of Moorshed*abad which the 

I si> myt 

^ ■ Army entered with a trifling Opposition the 24' a1 
night. Here the Major established and proclaimed the Nabob in due form 
and halted some days to refresh the Armv. 

39. On the 28 o July, he continued his March towards Mongheer and 
on the 2d of Augt. having arrived near a place called Sooty, at the Head of 

of the Cossimbitzar River a very Obstinate Engagement 
ensued with a numerom Army of the Enemy’s best 
Troops and Artillery, who there occupied a very strong and Advantageous 
Post. The stand which they made was resolute and un-common, for Troops 
of this Country, having closely engaged oiu* Forces for no less than four 
Hours however by the Intrepidity and good Conduct of Major Adams, 
and ffic remarkable Bravery of the Officers and Men, the Enemy sustained 
a, total Defeat. The loss on our Side was no[t] so considerable as 
might have been expected from so severe an Action, consisting only of six 
Officers and |brty Europeans, and 292 Seapoys and Black horse killed and 
wounded^i^ 3 n the Side of the Enemy a great Number of Men w'ere killed and 


8 th Augt. 



wounded, twenty^hree Pieces of Gannon^ and about a hundred and fifty 
Boats laden with Military and other Stores taken Amongst these last were 
found all the Artillery and most of the Stores of the Patna Detachment; and 
within some days after the Action between Sixty and Seventy of the Men, 
Who were taken prisoners at Patna, and had been engaged by foul Means 
and fair to serve the Enemy^s Gims returned to their Colours. 

40. Immediately after this Battle, the Major advanced with the Army 
near to Rajamoul about three or four Miles from which place the Enemy 

Com. 29tb Augt. had thrown up a Strong Entrenchment from the hUl to 
13 Sept. the River and for the forcing of which it was judged most 
proper, for ensuring the Safety of the Troops, to carry on regular Appro¬ 
aches. Every thing having been accordingly prepared, the Works were begun 
upon the ag of August, and continue till the 5 of September, when the 
Major resolved upon an assault which was executed with very little Loss and 
their whole Works in our Possession that Morning. This Success We have 
great reason to believe will be decisive of the Fate of the War as the Enemy 
seemed to repose their Chief Confidence in the Strength of these Works, and 
now by the Loss of them are deprived of all Supplies of Provi 8 ion [83 from the 
Province of Bengal which is entirely secured to Us. 

41. This account of our Operations is nothing more than a general Sketch 
for the particular of each Action. We leave you to a perusal of Major Adam’a 
Letters referr’d to in the Margin* which arc very Explicit and distinct. 

42. After the Defeat at Ouda Nulla Cossim Aly Gawn wrote a Letter to 
Major Adams threatening the Lives of all the Gentlemen who are in his 

hands, if the Army proceeded any further. This Letter the 
^ ' Major transmitted to the President, and having duly 
considered it in Consultation the 17 of Sepr. We wrote our Sen¬ 
timents thereon in a Letter to Major Adams to the following purport 
that We hoped this Threat of Cossim Aly Gawn’s was nothing more than a 
Brave proceeding from a Sense of his Inability to support the War and that 
great as our Concern was for the Safety of those Gentlemen, We thought, the 
more We let it appear to him the more we should expose them to such a Risk 
That it was impossible any Terms of Accommodatioa could take place between 
Us, or that We could give him the least hopes of the Operation of our Army 
being suspended on that accoimt. That considering, therefore. We had no 
Equivalent to offer him for the release of the Gentlemen We had wrote him 
a Letter thro* the Channel of the President setting before him the Infamy and 
Inutility of so horrid a design as well as, the Necessity our firmness and Reso¬ 
lution in prosecuting the War. For more particular Subject of this Letter of 
the President’s as well as of Cossim Aly Cawn’s We reier you to the said Day’s 
Consultation where they are entered at large. From our desire to embrace 
every possible Measure Ibr ensuring the Lives of those Gentlemen, We added 
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further^ in our Letter to Major Adams that We should willingly grant Cossim 
Aly Gawn permission to retire unmolested, if he would tender such a proposal 
and immediately deliver up the Prisoners, or even allow him to continue for a 
Year certain at Rotas, the place to which it is said he has removed his Effects and 
Family on condition of his remaining quiet and within that Time deter¬ 
mining for himself Whither to retire. Upon the whole We left it to Major 
Adam’s Discretion to employ these Instructions or any other expedient that 
might Occur to himself in the most proper Manner desiring only that he would 
make one proposition on Our behalf in favour of Mr. Hay which was, To 
Offer to send to Cossim Aly Gawn Mahomed Aly the late Naib of Dacca 
Upon his delivering up to Us Mr. Hay whom he had frequently declared 
he detained only as a hostage for this Man. 


43. What Effect these Letters may have upon Cossim Aly Gawn We 
cannot yet say As We have only heard that all the Gentlemen were alive and 
well on the 14th Instant altho’ our Army still Continued their March towards 
Mongheer. 


44. When We declared this War against Cossim Aly Gawn, We gave im¬ 
mediate Advice to the Presidencys of Fort St. George and Bombay and also 

Cons, th Tul Admiral Cornish at the same time acquainting the 

Two former that as in the Course of a War especially at 
this unfavourable Season of the year We must necessarily expect a Loss 
of Men. We earnestly desired they would send us reinforcements to the 
utmost of their power. To the Admiral We likewise represented that as 
We were obliged to send into the Field every Man Who was capable of 
bearing Arms the Settlement was thereby left Naked and Defenceless, and 
that therefore it would be of the greatest Consequence to the Safety of the Com¬ 
pany’s Interests in Bengal If he would Order two or three of his Majesty’s 
Ships down to the Bay with a Party of Marines to Garrison Calcutta. 

45. In consequence of these Applications, The Gentlemen at Fort St. 

George have promised to assist Us. with about 250 
^ Men and the Admiral with a Division of Two Ships and 

Two Frigates, of which One Ship and Two Frigates are already arrived with 
the Major Part of the Troops, The rest We daily expect and doubt not but 
these timely Supplies will fully enable Us to put a Successful End to the War 
and restore the Country to a State of Tranquility, 


46. Major Adams in his Letter Where he gives an account of his several 
Engagements with the Enemy has given just Praises to Major Garmac [Car- 
nac] Major Knox, and other Officers who have distinguished themselves as 
well as to the Officers and Troops in general for their gallant Behaviour. To 
Major Carmac [Carnac] he ascribes particular Merit for the Vigorous attack 
which he led against the Main Body of the Enemy in the general Action of the 
2d. August, aiid which made the first Impression contributing thereby in great 
Measure/o the Victory We obtained. It is for Us to do the same justice to 
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Major Adams, which he has done to the Officers and Troops under his Com¬ 
mand, and to assure your Honors that We think the highest Praise is due to 
him from the Company for his good Conduct in this Campaign which has 
been attended with extraordinary Difficulties and Fatigues on account of the 
rainy Season and the Badness of the Roads, and in which by his Ability in 
forming the Plans of attack in such Manner as to take every Advantage the 
Situation of the Enemy admitted, he has ensured the Success of his Operations 
with the smallest Loss of Men possible, and to which most valuable Qualifi¬ 
cation he adds a Coolness and Intrepidity unshaken in the Midst of Action. 

47. When Major Adams took the Field with the Army only Capt Mc¬ 
Lean remained in Garrison with six Companies of Seapoys of his Battallion. 

All possible Measures were immediately taken for the 
Cons. 14 th July Defence of the Settlement in case of any unfortunate 

Event. The Ramparts of the new Fort were mounted 
and the Magazines filled with a sufficient Store of Ammunitions and Provisions, 
and the Company’s Servants and Other Inhabitants with the same Commen- 
dable Spirit which has received your Notice and Praise in former Occasions 
formed themselves into a Body of Militia to the Number of near Two hundred 
and were exercised in the Use of Arms. Although it is pretty certain there 
will be no Actual Service for the Militia on this Occasion yet as so good a 
Beginning has been made We purpose to recommend to the Gentlemen to 
assemble themselves once a Month in Order to Keep up a Practice Which will, 
at all times be an additional Security to the Settlement. 

48. We also landed from your several Ships in the River Viz The Royal 
George, Ostcrly, Ashburnham and Boscawen, the Number altogether of about 
Ninety Seamen Who We caused to be trained to the Use of the Artillery and 
gave Capt Skottowe a brevet Commission as Captain to Command them on 
Shore, nor can We omit taking Notice that he attended to this Service with 
so much alacrity. Care, and hope Vigilance as to meirt our thanks, and that 
your Honours will show him marks of your Favor on any Occasion that may 
Offer. 


13 th Augt. 
5 th Sept. 


49. These Precautions taken and three or four more Companies of new 
Seapoys being raised. We were enabled to send Capt. 
McLean into the Field with his Six Old Companies. 
He was directed to March by the Way of Burdwan and 
Beerboun and from thence proceeding by the Western Road through the Hills 
to join Major Adams on the other Side of the Passes. This was with a View 
either to alarm the Enemy at Mongheer by the March of a fresh Body of 
Troops through this Road or in case any Forces of the Enemy should be 
comingby the same Road as We had some reason to apprehend with an Inten¬ 
tion of making Incursions into the Burdwan Province to oppose them and se¬ 
cure that principal Resource of our Treasury. Capt. McLean had scarcely 
reached the Frontier of Biudwan, When he had Intelligence of a very con¬ 
siderable Body of the Enemy being arrived at Beerboun. We have reinforced 
him with a part of the Troops arrived from Madrass, and he is advancing 
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towfttds fat Ettontyi. Who W« iraagdio wiH bead* cuish discoaimgcd by tllfr 
lU' SiMtc«sstoC all tibt li( 9 brti whtbit Ihavc been toada. a^^aioife M^oa A4iin», 
thtty will QQitt att«3esfft much Oppowtibati at least Wetfaanlt dkattbey will be 
iaeaiiabileoC Acting offbntitely orihtsBnipting the Gc^edon of ous Bur*^ 
dwan Revenues. 

50. During our disputes with Cossim Aly Cawn He wcote a Letter to 
the Company which was read in Consultation the 2nd of May> and forwar¬ 
ded by the Royal George but he pursued a very different. Conduct from what 
he professed in that address had he referred himself to your Honors Deter¬ 
mination of the Pbints in Difepute> forbearing in the mean time from giving 
any Jntemiption to our Business or Committing any act of hostility he would 
have saved himself from Ruin, and the GOuatry from the present Troubles. 


51. Finding that two Companies of Artillary are by no means sufficient 
for the Service of a Field. Train proportionate to the 
8. i7t ftpt. Qf Europeans and Seapoys, which Cempose our 

Army insomuch that Major Adams has been under a Necessity of lending 
Seventy or Eighty Men from the Eighty fourth Regim^t to assist in the 
Service of Artillery during the present Campaign. We have therefore cotne 
to a Resolution of raising a third Company of artillery by eidhtia^ to the 
Number of ten Seaman [w] out. of each of the Companys Ships- if so many 
are willing’ to. engage for three years on the usual Terms. The Ships will now 
be able to afford that Number without Difficulty as the Squadron do not take 
out any of their Men. We shall transmit to your Honors exact Lists of the 
Men so engaged, and the Pay due to them from the Ships and advanced them 
by Us here that you may receive the same from the C^ners in England and 
make good to them the Expence they may be at in Shipping other Men, 
We arc Obliged to take this Method of raising our third Company of Artil¬ 
lery, as our Battallion is so much reduced to afford such a Draff and consists 
mostly of Foreigners and the greatest Part of those French Men,. Who, 
We never admit into the Artillery Corps. We further judge that Men thus 
engaged in your Service from the Ships will be a less Expence to the Company 
than ulilse Number enUsted in England and sent out. 


52. From the Royal George Wfe have taken two Mcn and.' fnwa the Ash- 
bundtam two asp Lists enclosed in die general packets, and C^t. Sleottowe 
being wiBSng to spare us one of bis petty Oflfeers Mr. Lauder, and Gapt, 
Pearce two of his, Messrs. Downes and Neale to be made Officers in our Artil¬ 
lery Companies. Vfa hare entertained’ theto accordingly and request that 
youT' SoRoiHS will foceive the Pay- dhe- to them from the respective 
ShipSj and cause to be made good to thnoi. here or in Enghmd. 


Fort William, 

The September 11763* 

PiC^. for Osterly] 


We* are With Uhe gneatcat Respect 
f May it please* your Hbm>n 
YouP most Faithfidli Kumbha SflS*vantSj 
Hbncy Van Sittart/ViEai. fiSHers/Warren 
Hastings/Randh. Marriott^. Watts. 
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I-ETTER DATED Q OCTOBER 1763* 

Vmtttart*s with EUismd his par^t*-'Views on iiUmdirado wid 

rogalatmr^Uadsfor -a StUa Comdttee with froedor pmtrs. 

To The Honorable tihie Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honorable 

the United Company of Merchants of Ei^land trading to the East 

IxrdBes, 

Honorable Sirs, 

[t]. My Address of the ^oth May has been fomwded to you m two 
Copies from Madras, biA the same Conmeyances which have carried those 
advices have abo mfonned you that I have been disappointed in my hopes 
of the Country’s remaining in tranquillity until your pleasure oonoerniag 
the demands made by the Coundl upon the Nabob could be Known. 

{2]. Mutual Jealousies and suspicions had gained so much strength that 
not a day passed after Messrs. Amyatt and Hay had opened their Commission 
to the Nabc^ without some aggravation of the disputes. Mr. Ellis, whom 
1 have never scrupled to cadi the Head of the Party Which he {bimoil the 
Moment of hb arrival in Bernal and has carefully niurishod ever since, had 
at this time a sure Majority in the Council and I endeavoiued in vain to 
restrain the Violence of their Measures. He Himself by his station at Patna 
had it daily in his power to create animositiei between the Nabob’s people 
and ours and by his representation to the Board of designs which 1 believe 
never existed having got into his hands an authority to act as he pleased, in 
very few days after he began the war by the attack of the City of Patna.. 

[gj. As die event of that Attack and the other Misfortunes Which im¬ 
mediately followed are hilly related in the general Letter, I will spare mysdf 
the pain of relating ^em here. The operations of the Army since have not¬ 
withstanding those Mlsibrtimes made good the Opinion I gave your Honours 
in my Address of the 20th of May last that the Nabob’s rain would be inevi¬ 
table if a rupture happened between Us. 

[4]. Afrer doing utmost to oppose the innovations demanded by the 
Council and to prevent a broach with the Nabob, when 1 found that all my 
endeavors were in vain I resolved that I would for my own part have no 
concern in the Resolution that was threatened in the Government nor in 
the Agreements that were to be made in consequence with the New Nabob, 
and that after discharging my duty to your Honours by the care of your 

• 
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Settlements and Possessions as long as the War should last I would immediate¬ 
ly quit the Government and return to Engl and.Seems to be already 

very near it*s Period. By the last Letters from Major Adams dated the 
3rd. Instant he was encamped within two miles of Mongheer where Gossim 
Aiy Cawn has left only la or 1500 men and is himself retired to Patna where 
also I believe he will make no stand. My greatest concern at present is for 
the safety of the Gentlemen who are Prisoners in his hands . We have been 
apprehensive of his treating them ill, and even that their lives were in danger 
however I think there is all reason to entertain better hopes for if the Spirit 
of revenge had so far possessed Gossim Aly Gawn Mr. Ellis, when he fell 
into his hands, would probably have been the first object of it, yet I do 
not find that he has met with any ill treatment. 

[5] . The unfortunate loss of Mr. Amyattgave me the most sensible 
concern, for I regarded him as a man of great worth and have always de¬ 
clared that Opinion of him. I should have left the Government in his hands 
with much more satisfaction than I shall in the hands of the next in succes¬ 
sion Mr. Ellis. However as the fault of this last is chiefly the violence of his 
Temper and as Gossim Aly Gawn the principal Object of that Violence is 
now removed I hope he will hove nothing to divert him from pursuing the 
Gompany*s true interests. 

[6] . As long as 1 stay I will do my utmost to support Jaffier Aly Gawn 
in the Government with the same steadiness that I did Gossim Aly, for it 
is not the person but thi station I regard as connected with the Gompany’s 
interests yet 1 fear his age, infirmities and habits of indolence will prevent 
his taking the necessary Measures for regulating the several Branches of his 
Government and keeping them in good order and that he will soon find as 
he did before that he is unequal to the burden. 

[7] . Our connections with the Government if our Privileges be not 
duly limited are rather a clog upon it and a ruin to the revenues, than a 
strength and support, and consequently the Nabob if he has in his power will 
be endeavoring to shake off the yoke. On the other hand if to prevent this 
he be kept weak and without a due authority over his own people his Govern¬ 
ment will fall into contempt and sink of itself. The Majority of the Gouncil 
in conformity to their opinion that the Firmaun conveyed to the Gompany’s 
Servants a free trade in all Articles as well those produced and consiuned in 
the Gountry as Salt Beetlenut and Tobacco as those imported or to be exported 
by shipping have made this an article in the present agreement with Jaffier 
Aly Gawn allowing only the [that] at p Gent shall be paid upon Salt. You will 
have observed by my Letter to the Secret Gommittee of the aoth February 
last that I entirely disapprove of this pretension conceiving it to be quite 
ill-grounded and I have mentioned my objections on all occasions upon the 

Minutes of our Gonsultation. 
c 

[8] . This innovation is plainly contrary to your opinion declared in 
the 36th/Page of your Answers to the Dutch Memorial. You there say that 
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*'tbe PhirmauDS, general as they are not to be construed universal, but to be 
understood with this limitation that they do not operate to the prejudice of 
any subsisting right or usage, much less of such rights as could not be 
abolished without a Considerable diminution of the Public revenues. What¬ 
ever Article of trade, therefore has been ordinarily monopolized and granted 
in farm it might be contended, may still be so enjoyed and granted without 
infringement of those Phirmauns the design of Which was to admit European 
Traders to the same freedom of trading with the Moghul’s own subjects and 
surely not to a better”. If we will not be satisfied with less than shutting the 
Country people out of every kind of trade and depriving the Government 
of their duty upon ourselves, the universal odium of the inhabitants and 
the secret ill-will of the Government* I, therefore think that one necessary 
regulation of your Honors to make will be that the Inland Trade, that is the 
Trade from place to place in the Country in articles produced in the Coim- 
try shall not be carried on with the Company’s Dustuck, but with that of 
the Country Government paying a duty as nearly as possible equivalent to 
what the Country Merchants pay, and which I think will be found to be at 
least 9 p cent as I had settled it in my Letter to the Nabob so much 
Complainedofby the Board. A true and natural translation of that Letter is 
entered in the book of Country Letters sent No. i to Which I beg leave to refer 
you, because in the translation which the Council got made before my return 
to Calcutta an odious turn is endeavored to be given to it by rendering the 
Persian Complimentary expressions into literal English and by straining the 
language throughout. The Nabob’s Letter to me, to which this was an 
answer is entered likewise. No. i in the book of Coimtry Letters received. 

[9]. The next matter to be regulated to prevent fresh disturbances is 
the authority of our Chiefs of subordinate Factories, and of the Company’s 
and private Agents and Gomastahs in different parts of the country with 
respect to the Officers of the Government and Vice versa the authority of the 
Officers of the Government with respect to our Factories and agents. 
Upon this point I must give it as my opinion that neither one side nor the 
other arc to be trusted with power, and therefore that our Chiefs, Agents 
and Gomastahs should be forbid to make use of force against any officers of 
the Government without the express and particular orders of the President 
and Council, and in like manner the Officers of the Government should be 
forbid to exercise any actual authority over our Factories or agents without the 
orders of the Nabob. On both sides complaint should be made to the superior 
Power when any dispute arises and it will then be easy for the President, 
and Council and the Nabob to settle the controversy without violent measures 
provided that the Gentlemen of the Cotmcil will not be swayed by prejudice 
or views of self advantage. You may observe that most of the disputes bet¬ 
wixt the English and the Natives, and of the oppression complained of by 
the latter arise from the English Agents and Gomastahs who being employed 
by the Company’s Servants and for the most part by the Chiefs of the Factories 
and Memb^ of the Council have met with too much encoifragement from 

•Pienimably the copyltt lut left out fome more word*. 
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the pnjadkes of their judges, even of those not iaunediately uitraested in 
them. I need only appeal for the truth of these Obsorvationa to fltnne instances 
which you will see in our Consultations since October last of Complaint 
brought before the Board against Members themselves or their agenb» which 
a bare denial has been sufficient to refute or by a recrimination the cause has 
been made a general one, and the President, through whose channel such 
complaints must be laid b^re the Board has been the object of the hatred and 
resentment of the other Members, Who were liable to be called upon for 

the like xnisdaneuiors of the Gomastahs.If more impartiality cannot 

be established in such inquiries and severe examples made of every Offender. 
Our Gomastahs will be incited to persist in their oppressions, from the oeperi- 
mce of' the impunity attending them, and the wretched inhabitants will be 
for ever subject to the extortions and insolence of arbitrary authority. 
The Company’s business can be and always has been carried on Without 
these pernicious consequences and indeed without any disputes, and if the 
]»ivate cannot it must be restrained that the public welfare may not be in¬ 
volved in private contentions nor the English name be made a Sanction to 
injustice for the profits of Individuals. 

[lo]. To speak as a Member of the World and not of a particular Com- 
jnunity our Gomastahs ought to be subjected to the natural authority of the 
country Where they reside but I fear from instances I have seen, that the 
officers of the Government would abuse this power in extorting arbitrary Fines 
from the Gomastahs and the flame of contention be still kept alive by their 
appeals and exaggerated representations. These are my reasons for proposing 
that the Officers of the Government should make their Complaints to the 
Nabob; and not be allowed to exercise their forces against our Agents, but 
then it will be highly necessary that your Honors do in the strictest manner 
ei:\join your President to lay every such complaint handed to him from the 
Nabob before the board and that you do positively direct the Board to 
inquire without loss of time into all the circiunstances of the Complaints and 
proceed to an impartial determination, and the inunediate punishment of the 
Gomastahs who shall be found to offend transmitting regularly their whole 
proceedings in such inquiries with the depositions taken and all other evidence 
at large in a book apart for your inspection. 

[i i]. I think also that you should forbid your Servants from employing 
Etiropean Agents in any Part of the cotintry as they arc more apt to arrogate to 
themselves an unlawful authority than the Gomastahs in general. 

£12]. If after these regulations it shall appear that a proper attention is 
not given by the Board to such complaints or that their decisions are partial 
and self>intercsted, there will then remain no other remedy, than restraining 
the private trade within the limits of your Factories, and the absolute pro- 
lubition of all inland trade, by which, as I before observed I mean the 
trade frena place to jdace in the cotmtry in articles, the produce of the 
Country.. ii a source of profit which I should wish your Servants to eiyoy i f 
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iftcQuM be done comistentiy with the pubhfc trani{uil^ and: ^e good 
4 erstan(&Rg nece»Eury to be preserved between the Gdu^any and the Nabob 
which cam never mibsist Whilst the authority of the Oovemment is kmdted 
and its efTa::^ destroyed by the independency of so many of our Agents 
ecatttxed in every part of the country. I hope however that the regula¬ 
tions^ whidi I have here proposed, or such other as you may think proper to 
lay down will be carefiilly obeyed by your President and Council, if not they 
will have only themselves to blame for the loss of these indulgences. 

[13] . The holding Rents, Farms, or Offices, under the Country Government 
by any of your Servants or their Dependants has been found another source 
of contention and forbid here, but it may be proper for your Honors to enforce 
that prohibition lest it should be forgot. The powers of the President, the 
Select Committee and the Council require to be settled and better distin¬ 
guished. I think they might be so regulated as to Check and ballance each 
other, and render the administration of your affairs more steady th«i it can 
be at present. In the late disputes I found myself without the least authority 
beyond any other Member of the Council, nor could I prevent or put a negti- 
tive upon the most unjust and improper Resolution of the Majority. 1 was 
obliged to be myself the channel for conveying those Resolutions to the Nabob, 
otherwise instead of threatening him with a rupture they would immediately 
have declared a rupture and ordered the Army to march against him so that 
upon the present footing it is in the power of any Majority of the Council 
to engage the Company in new Wars whenever a Party shall be inclined to 
make new demands. 

[14] . As no good can result to the Company from such controversies 
but on the contrary great detriment, expences, and loss of reputation, I think 
the regulations proposed should be calculated to prevent and restrain them. 
For this purpose that there should be always a Select Committee consisting 
of the Governor, [and] the second, who should always reside at the Presidency 
and another of the Council who also should be always on the spot ; That they 
should meet at least once a week and the correspondence with the Nabob 
and all other Country Powers (Which should be carried on as usual through 
the Channel of the Prcsident)-should be laid before them and all the materiaj 
parts noticed upon the minutes of their Consultations likewise all correspon. 
dence with Foreign European Nations upon political subjects should be carried 
on by the Select Committee, and the orders and instructions to the officers 
commanding any military operations should be formed by and proceed from 
them; That the Consultation book of the Select Committee, the Books of 
their correspondence and the Country correspondence should be transmitted 
regularly to your Honors, and they should address you separately upon the 
matters therein contained. This much for the common course of thei 
business but if a new £dliance was proposed, or any new demands or conces¬ 
sions to be asked of the Nabob or any other Power, or a Mq^on made for 
Military Force to be employed in any part of the Country upon any occasion 
whatever, that such proposal should not be carried into execution, without 
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the approbation and concurrence of all the three Powers, the President, the 
Select Committee, and the Council, that is, it should be in the power of the 
President himself, or of a Majority of the Select Committee or of a Majority 
of the Council to put a negative upon such Question, as there is certainly 
more danger of the Company’s Interest suffering by adopting new project, 
too, often than by the restraints I have proposed. Most of the Members 
of the Board have been taught by those Who were at the head of the party 
against the late Government that every one had a right to equal authority 
with the President in the management of all affairs with the Country Powers 
consequently they have all formed plans of their own of which you will see 
some specimens in Consultation of the 20th June, and if your Honors do not 
take effectual care to prevent it, you may very soon hear that the present 
system is voted injurious to the Company’s Interests or insufficient for the 
management of the country, and a new one taken up. 

[15]. These are the principal considerations. Which at present occur to 
me. If the war in this Country should not be brought to a successfiil end, 

I will stay here till next year at all events although it is the opinion of the 
Physicians, that I am very incapable of going through another hot season 
but if the troubles should be so far quieted that I can leave your possessions 
in safety I shall hope to pay my respects to you in London, about September 
next, and as I shall ever esteem myself bound by the strongest ties of gratitude 
to the Company, so shall I be ready at all times to attend you with my best 
advice in which indeed I think I can more effectually serve you than in my 
present situation here. 


I am with respect Honorable Sirs 
Your most obedient humble Servant 

Henry Van Sittart 
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Treaty with the French. 

To The Honourable The [Secret] Committee 
Honourable Sirs, 

I have received your Conunands of the 17th December 1762, and hav¬ 
ing since received a Notification from the Court of Directors of the Definitive 
Treaty, beina signed and ratified, I have given the Commanders of the Royal 
George and ^^1 of Ashbumham Instructions conformable to yom said Letter' 
and herqi^iCh Inclose a Copy for your approbation. 
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As yet We have no Advice of the arrival of any of the French CommU- 
sarys in India from Whence I suppose They are Coming with considerable 
preparations for re^tablishing Tlieir Settlements. As they are confined in 
Bengal to such plain Limits and We have proper authority for Keeping them 
to the Tenor of the Articles of the Treaty so I think it will always be in our 
power to prevent Their Encroaching here, but they may probably enter into 
fresh engagements in the Decan with Salabut Jung who, it seems, has lately 
met with a severe defeat from the Morrattas.. I understand that the Ships 
of the Squadron which the Admiral leaves in India, are to remain only for 
one year but I hope you will be able to procure Orders for the prolonging this 
term should your affairs in any part of India require it. 

I am with the greatest respect, Honble Sirs 
Fort William Your most Obedient humble Servant 

8th October 1763. Henry Van Sittart 
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Anxiefy for prisoners under Mir Qjasim — Maj. Adams to attack Mongfiyr 


TO the Honorable the Court of Directors 

Honble Sirs 

Having this Instant received a Letter from Major Adams inclosing 
Copy of one from Messrs. Ellis and Hay dated at Patna the 4th instant. I have 
thought proper to forward a Copy with all speed down to the Royal George, 
as your Honors will no doubt be anxious to have a certain account of our 
Gentlemen, Prisoners in the late Nabob’s hands, and their Friends will be 
earnest in their Enquiries. *As they mention only the death of Captain 
Turner since they were taken it may be presumed that all the rest 
are well. 

The Major’s Letter is dated before Mongheer the 9th, and he expected 
to be in possession of the Fort the next day. He had also taken some Mea» 
sures to favour the escape of our Gentlemen from Patna, and it will give me 
the most sensible pleasure to have an opportunity of acquainting you of their 
Success. 


I am with the greatest Respect Honble Sirs 
Fort William, Your most obedient humble Servant 

15th Oct. 1763 Henry Van Sittart 
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Ships tv he huilt at ChxHagong-‘-dmani far goodsjfrmlET^atd mt fuMpmet^ 
mprooment in guf^owder manicfacttm-^sfeimy tf mvesiment-‘-^mswer to tdtarges 
of having assisted Dutch vnvestment-^-'iMshmpur fe^lmy fo hedos»i~^-oemmdcitfmd 
potificaH tnmsac^ons to be separeetdy reeorded—recenm Jhm newly acquired iMstrk^ 
—expeditim to Manipur recalled—progress in fortijieation at Ceieutta—ef Bri^ 
prisoners massaered at Patna—surgeons establishramt—search for papers ngardhqi 
Dutch claim about sakpetre—inereax in gromd-rent if Cakutta—biUs if exchange 
—Mir Qasim flees from Bengal—Vansittart agrees to continue as Governor for one more 

To the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of ^ Honible 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honble Sirs, 

1. We addressed you on the 29’ of September by your Ships Ashburnham 

Cons. and Royal George the hrst of which received her Dis- 

24 th Oct. patches at Ingellee the 12 of October, and the other 

the 18’ of the same Month. 

2. Triplicate of our said Address is transmitted in the packet by this 
ship the Osterley, whose lading being now nearly completed. We proceed 
to lay before you a general account of the affairs at this Presidency under the 
usual heads, and to reply as far as may be necessary to your several commands 
of which we have before acknowledged the Receit. 


First of Shipping 

3. After the date of our last letter we received advice of the arrival cd* 
your ship Pigot at Madrass, where having delivered her consignments she 
was dispatched here as had been the Lord Clive some time before and both 
imported safe in the river. 

4. We have yet no accounts of the British King or Pitt, nor had they 
3&18 0 ctr. been heard of at Madrasa, the 25 of October. ^Qbither 

have the Lord Mansfield or Lord Bute yet arrived firom 

Bombay. 

5. However the Ships we already have in the River, are sufficient to answer 
all the Services, we have at present to employ them in or indeed can expect 
to provide for during this season, finding upon a computation of our invest¬ 
ment that wecshal! not be able to load more than three ships for Europe 
/ with lull cargoes. We have therefore, determined that 
17 th those three shall be the Osterley, Boscawen and FSgot. 
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Tbe Snt it bow unifer DiqMitehi aad wv hope tfte Boscantea viU fioUow 
by the middle of January and that the Pigot wiM not be laliet dike 
middle of February, but it is impossible we can speak with certainty to 
this point as it depends entirely on the Arrival of the Ssdt Petrc fiom Patna. 

6. The Gentlemen at Madrass having advised us that they expect to 
be provided with three hundred or three hundred and fifty tons of bales by 
the middle of February, We have stationed the Deptford to be dispatched to 
Bnrepe ftora thence', and for that purpose shall forward [tihither wkh two 
hundred Tons of Salt Petrc as soon as possible. 

7. The Lord Clive We have destined for Fort Marlbro hoping that the 
Plresident and Qouneil there may be able to give her a loading of Fq>per 

Cotta, for China. We have loaded on board her a Supply of Stores 

nth Octr. for that Presidieucy, andi she is now under dispatch with 

order to call at Fort St. George for such stores as they may have to forward. 

8. The remaining three ships British King, Lord Mansfield and Lord 
Bute we intend if they can be supplied with a [sufficient stock of money, to 

7th Octe. China to be loaded home from thence in failure of 

which we shall employ them in India in the best manner 
possible for the Company’s Interest, or let them on Freight to private 
Merchants so as to save their demorage. 

9. In the 43 paragraph of our Letter of the 18 of April last, we took notice 
of the small tonnage the Royal George had then on board for the 

^ Company’s account. This observationt becomes yet 

more necessary upon her being loaded a second Time 
after her Repair for her first Cargo Amounted to 215 Tons, her second to 1*0 
more than 190^^^; The Export Warehouse Keeper having acquainted us that 
the difterence of 24 tons and a half had been returned we called upon Gaptn. 
Skottowe for an Explanation thereof vriitch appears in his letter entered in 
the Consultation, and of which a copy was transmitted to your Secretary by 
that l^ip. Wb shall hope therefore, to receive your orders for our fiiture 
Guidance in the lilce Gases. 


OkC the four Schooners we rei|uested to be built at Bombay for the 
Service of thia River, two are now arrived, the Flassey 
Swift, as are also the two whieh we directed to be 
built at Chittagong, c^led the Goote and Camac.. 
Those built at Bombay are judged to be the best vesseiabut we doubt not 
that this, branch of Business will in time, improve at Chittagong. The. 
diftbreace of the eost we. casuiot yet ascertain, as we have not yet eecoved 
all the neecssary particulars from Chittagong, hut if the work is foimd 
eqmdly cheap w» shall continue to build there ttJcing. care to give IHxections 
£at such improvements as may seem, necessary. ^ 

If. "Ilie Syren Snow is not yet retuimed Atom Fort Maribro nor have we 
had toff a#irtces from thence rincfr the beginnii^ of June. The Nancy Keleh 
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to that Presidency is kept ready to be dispatched thither immedia¬ 
tely on the arrival of ophium from Patna. 

I a. The Leopard Snow Which we sent to Fort St, George in March last 
with Military Stores was dispatched from thence to Fort Marlbro in Jime 
and is not yet returned. 

13. Having been supplied with the four new Vessels above mentioned 
for the Pilot Service when the state of the marine for this year is laid before us 
we shall direct such of the Old Sloops as have thereby become unnecessary to 
be sold off. 


14, We observe your Directions in applying for one Man to be left 
out of each ship to be employed in the Pilot Service 
Cons. but the supplies we shall get by this method will be very 

27 th Oct. insufficient to make good the vacancies which may be 

annually expected in this Climate. We would therefore recommend your 
falling upon some other method to fill this Material Branch with promising 
young men, and we take the liberty to add that we think an application 
of this Nature, to the Marine Society could not fail of success as it will be 
the means of providing for so many of the boys which must otherwise be 
maintained at the Expence of the Society. 


15. We have had before us a tedious and troublesome Enquiry upon 
a Dispute between Captain Vincent of the Osterley and his Chief Mate 
Mr. White. Captain Vincent gave Mr. White a paper by way of Dis¬ 
charge from his Station in the Ship which contained in many articles 
such an Impeachment of his Character as an Officer that he thought it 

necessary to apply to the Board for an Enquiry into 
29 th Augt. the truth of those several Accusations. We accordingly 

formed a Committee of the whole Board with the 
assistance of Capt. Skottowe, Pearce and Morris and after a very full 
Examination upon Evidence into each Distinct article We adjudged Mr. 
White to be guilty of one article only which was the having neglected for 
some time to sign the Company’s Log Book on his Watch-Days according 

to your established Regulations. All the other 
4 th Oct. Articles we were of Opinion, were fully routed by Mr. 

White and that they appeared to be the Effect of 


great Malice and passion in Captain Vincent. It was therefore Resolved 
after reprimanding Mr. White for his Neglect and giving him a Caution 
to be more careffil in future in this point of his Duty to restore him to 
his Station on board the Ship, and Captain Vincent being served with 

an Order to that purpose and acquainted with our 
lodiOct. opinion and Resolutions on all the Articles Mr. White 

t. was accordingly restored. Our proceedings in this 
Enquiry a^ -transmitted by this Packet in a Book apart and we doubt not 
y^l appe^ to your Honors to be very Regular, full and Explicit, 
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16. Captain Vincent as well during the course of this Enquiry as after 
it was closed, behaved to us with such Insolence and Disrespect as we are 
persuaded will merit your highest Displeasure. After charging Us with In¬ 
justice and partiallity in the grossest Terms, he pro¬ 
ceeded at length so far as to dispute our Authority in 
restoring Mr.White to his Station, and altho We were fully resolved to overlook 
and treat with Contempt his Insolence towards ourselves, Yet we could not 
admit to pass unnoticed this attack upon the Company’s Authority, and the 
necessary Right which they have reserved to themselves by Charter Party. 
We had, therefore, actually determined to displace Captain Vincent from 
the Command of the Ship, and our Secretary in consequence required him 
to Inform Us What OflScer was in such Case appointed by his Owners to 
succeed him. 


17. Considering Captain Vincent’s long Service and particularly the fa¬ 
vorable Notice you have been pleased to take of his Conduct at Fort Marlbro’, 
17 th & 20th it was with pain We found ourselves under a Necessity 
Oct. nf proceeding to this Extremity; and therefore, upon his 

delivering in a Letter Wherein he acknowledged the Company’s Authority 
over the Officers of their Ships and Apologized tho’ in an awkward Manner 
for his Misbehaviour to Us. We determined without Difficulty to reserve 
our Resolution for displacing him and have permitted him to go home in the 
Command of the Ship leaving it to your Honors to take such further Notice 
of the whole of this Affair as you may judge proper. One Circumstance how¬ 
ever We think it our Duty to represent, as well in justice to Mr. White as for 
the better Support of your own authority on these Occasions; Captain Vin¬ 
cent’s Temper is such that We have Reason to apprehend he may ill treat Mr. 
White in the voyage home in Resentment of the past Disputes and which We 
had no other means of preventing, but by a Warning of the severest Displea¬ 
sure which you would certainly shew against any attempt of that Nature. 
This Warning has accordingly been given to Capt. Vincent and if notwith¬ 
standing he should be guilty of ill-treating Mr. White We hope and doubt not, 
but you will resent such Behaviour in the most exemplary manner in order 
to prevent the like unjust an 4 arbitrary proceeding on future Occasions > 
and testify your Resolution of maintaining the proper Subordination in 
your Service. 


Secondly Goods from Europe and from one part of India to another. 

18. The last general Sale of your Exports was made in the Month of July 
and notwithstanding the Troubles which prevail in the Country, amounted 
11th Augt nearly to Seven and a half Lacks of Rupees as will more 
particularly appear by the Account thereof transmitted 
in this Ships Packet, by it you will find the Broad Cloth still K^t up in Price 
"but that Perpets continue out of Demand for which We may safely assign to 
your Honours this one general Reason, that Where it can possibly be afforded. 
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Bmad Ctbth finds tfie preference in tbis Ootto^y in edl the Uiep for 

whicli fueb AzlBBles are wanted. 

19. However agreeable to your Orders, We directed the Warehouse 
Keeper to make a Report of the more particular Reasons for she bad Sale 

Coos. 8th Sept. of this Article and Whether any other Thin Stuffs would 

25th Novr. answer to be sent out, and We have also wrote to the 

several Subordinates to the same Effect. The Warehouse Keepers Report is- 
a Number in the Packet in Which it is remarked that the Fine Scarlet Long 
Ells being proportionably cheaper invoic’d than the other Sorts meet with the 
readiest Sale and that no other Sorts of thin Stuffs will answer. 

20. The Price of Copper continues very low but it is remarkable that the 
Copper for Brass fine, sold at the rate of 55 Rupees p Maund Whilst all the 
other Sorts of Copper for Brass and Battery Copper would fetch no 
more than 35 Rupees akho’ invoiced at the same Rate. Some Observations 
in consequence of this Difference appear in the Warehouse Keepers Letters 
and in our Indent from that office to Which we referred. 

21. In this Iiulent We have desired a Supply of hats for the Military which 
We request may be sent and any advance you think proper shall be charged 
t^n them. We have likewise requested a small quantity of allapecns and 
some other stuffs for the use of the Inhabitants. 

22. The Consignment of Broad Cloth p Deptford invoiced for the Presi¬ 
dency was freighted from Fort St George round to Bombay on the Winchelsea 

5th Sq>t Gentlemen there understanding by the Captain's 

Tonnage Bill that it was designed for that place. We 
therefore forwarded to Bombay a Copy of the original Invoice, and as the 
Pattern Bales marked PH mentioned in your Letter of the 17th December 
were a part of that Invoice We transmitted them a Copy of your Paragraph 
regarding them, and desired they would make the necessary Enquiries and 
advise you of their Observations thereupon. 

23. It has always been our Care to inspect the several Indents for goods 
and Stores wanted from Europe and to regulate the Qjiantities according to 
the Demand for your Service and the use of the Settlement. We are sensible 
in Time of War When a considerable part of your Tonnage is filled with the 
necessary Stores for His Majwty’s Troops and Squadron that it may for the 
most part be impracticable to comply fully with those Indents, and therefore 
all that We do in such Case expect is to receive a proportionate Qjiantity of the 
several Articles indented for, according to the Tonnage Which you take up, 

24. It is however, not only an Incovenience, but a considerable Loss to 
ffie Company When our Indents for Stores cannot be coinplied with as in 
sudi Casa Vhen your Supfdies are expected. We are obliged to purchase 
What is bi^ul^t out for private Sate at extravagant Rates. This has of late 
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been particularly the Case in the Naval Storehouse, where the Demands for 
your own Service have greatly exceeded Ac Quantity of your Exports. We have 
therefore carefully examined the Indents now sent from that office, and would 
recommend your complying with it as fully as possible but If Ae Tonnage 
taken up does not suffice for sending the Whole. We think that a Part of the 
largest Anchors and Gables can best be spared as the Chief demand for them 
is occasionally to supply your Charter Party Ships and answer the demands 
of private Merchants. 

25. At the foot of the Indents from Ac Military Storehouse We have in¬ 
serted such Remarks, as have occurred in the Course of the year on the nature 
and quality of several articles Which Remarks We request may be favoured 
with your Attention. 

26. We have already frequently represented the inconvenience Which 
is occasioned to your Servants in general and felt particularly by the Military 
Officers when in the Field from the want of the usual Supplies of Madeira 
Wine Of this inconvenience We have a fresh experience this Season, for altho, 
the quality sent us last year was more than usual, yet as we depended on re¬ 
ceiving an annual Supply we divided only the customary proportions amongst 
your Servants at the Established advance upon the Invoice and the remainder 
having been put up at public Sale. We had no Stock left to give them a fresh 
Dividend this year. We must therefore repeat our Request that one of your 
Ships may be directed to touch annually at Madeira and bring us a supply 
of Wine. 

27. We are quite sensible of the great importance of the China Trade 
and shall in Future as We have hitherto, pay all due attention to the encourage- 

Cons. ment thereof, by furnishing to it such Supplies of 

10th Feby. Treasure as our Circumstances can possibly allow Ug 

to spare. You have already been advised of our consigning five Lacks to 
Fort St. George Presidency for this Service the beginning of the present year 
but We cannot yet ascertain what sum We shall be able to furnish towards 
that Branch for the ensuing year as the provision of our own Investment will 
require large advances and the Pemands for our Military Expences are un¬ 
certain. If Ae Circumstances of the Country should be favorable to the Nabob 
so as to enable his Discharging the Thirty Lacks stipulated by Treaty Within 
the Season proper for dispatching Money to China We shall not fail to 
remit to Fort St. George as large a sum as We can spare for that Trade. 

28. The Gentlemen at Bombay have also drawn on Us such Sums as they 
had an Opportunity of taking up for their Remittances to China and other 
Occasions and in consequence of the permission granted them We e^ect 
further Drafts Which shall likewise be honoured. 

29. We fear Aat We shall not be able to Supply Bombay \jith any Salt 
Petre Ais Season, as Ae quantities first expected from Patna must be applied 
to the Dispatch of Ae Boscawen and Deptford, and Ae latter Receits from. 

38 
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thencjs wiU be too late to arrive at Bpinbay for thf dispafiph 0f tbei? Ships 
Europe of which We have given tfiPiii pai’ly NjOtiiE^i 

30. The Stor^p We have laden on the Tord Clive for Fort h^arlbro^ arc 
Conformable to their Indent of last year with regard ha^l to a few alterations 

Cons, specified in their J^etter of the 4th pf June. This Letter 

31 si Octr, indeed is said to cover a fresh Indent but the Triplicate 

only having come to hand, there was no Copy of the Indent enclosed. We 
therefore thought it the most proper method to make up the Stores as above- 
mentioned and if there arc any other Articles required by the Indent When 
received We shall prepare and forward them by the Nancy Ketch. 

31. We have paid all possible attention to the manufacture of pun Pow¬ 
der, and given Mr. Smith all the assistance in that Branch he has ever desired. 
The Powder he has made has turned out upon Proof to be better in quality 
than any that was made at the same Mills under Mr Costelly’s direction as 
appears by a Report of that proof entered after our Consultation of the 17* 
of March last. The Chief Complaint, however, against all the Powder manufac* 
tured in India is, that it loses the primitive Strength and quality by being kept 
for any time. But as we have had no Complaints of this kind in the experience 
of the present Campaign, We hope Mr. Smith has in part effected the Improve¬ 
ments he promised and that your Honors will find it so on a Trial of the Sam¬ 
ples sent home by the Royal George and Ashburnham. 

Thirdly of Investments 

32. We have already remarked to you that a great Deficiency must be 
expected in the provision of this year’s Investment from the troubles in the 
Country, but the particulars of this Deficiency cannot yet be ascertained. 
We find in general that the greatest part of the Goods of Dacca, Cossimbuzar, 
and Maulda Factories will bp recovered, but from Patna we are advised that 
all the Cloth Investment wPS plundered by the Enemy and that a considerable 
Quantity of the Salt Petre having shared the same Fate, it will fall shprt at 
least Twenty thousand mepiids of last year. The quantity they give us Reason 
to tpdpect in the Whole is fifty thousand Maunds but as the greatest part of 
that is yet unboilefi, it must necessarily be extremely late of arriving and of 
Course qot answer the Assistance We would wish for Dispatching our Ships 
€arly and supplying the other Presidencies. 

33. The pefictcucy Which will arise in the Investment of Cossimbuzar 
Factory and the Calcutta Aurupgs, is not only owing to the Troubles, bqt a 
Pfeceeding Want of Money which disenabled us from making the early ad¬ 
vances, and after the War broke out every f?,upce of our Collections being 
required for the Expences of the Army and dispatched accordingly from 

f lupd^an. We remained unable to ftunidi die neces- 
sary Suppliet notwithstandtttg the pf 

^ ». the Bapoet WatfchouM Kwpis?. 
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34. In the ensuing year Wc hope as We have mentioned in the 27 Para- 
gra]^ that the Nabob may be able to make us considerable payments towards 
the Discharge of the Thirty Lacks, at least so much as to answer our Military 
Disbursements and leave us the Sums Which came in from the Re¬ 
venues to be advanced in the proper Season for our Investment and the 
China Trade. 

35. In the 51’ Paragraph of your Letter of the 9’ of March you disap¬ 
prove of the Purnea Salt Petre sent in the Warren. The price was higher 
chan usual as it was purchased in Calcutta instead of being provided at the 
Aurungs but as to the quality We had reason to hope it would have met with 
approbation as you expressly wrote for it in the 74’ Paragraph of your Lettqr 
of the I St of April 1760 particularly recommending it as the best sort, not¬ 
withstanding the brown Colour. And having now obtained the Nabob’s 
Orders for purchasing one half of the Petre of that province. We shall 
be able to procxire it at an easy rate and hope it will prove of good assistance 
in returning the Ships of this and the other Presidencies. 

36. With respect to the large quantity of Salt Petre sent by the Ships 
of the year 1761 which you complain of as having brought the Cargoes to too 
small Value it proceeded from your own Directions contain’d in the 18 and 
72 Paragraph of your Letter of the ist of April and the 51’ Paragraph of your 
Letter of the 31’ December 1760 to return all the Ships the same Season to 
England even if they were somewhat Dead Freighted, and in loading them to be 
careful they should turn out of equal and moderate Value if a less quantity 
of Salt Petre had been sent and more Bale Goods. The Ships could not have 
been all returned and those that were dispatched must have been more Valu¬ 
able than wc supposed to be agreablc to your Intention in Time of War. 

37. We flatter ourselves you will be convinced you have censured us 
Without Reason in both the foregoing Instances and the Supposition Which 
you are pleased to make in the 46’ Paragraph of your Letter of the 9’ of March 
of our assisting the Dutch Investment and again in the 64 Paragraph of our 
sacrificing the Interest of our Employers to private Views are Reflections 
Which Wc have not merited. .How true these Imputations may be with 
respect to the Servants of the Dutch Company We shall not undertake to 
answer but We are very sorry that you so readily agreed in drawing a parallel 
between us and them. Your list of Investment has always been complied 
with as far as We could furnish Money for the Provision, and We are well 
convinced that none of your Servants have ever interfered in the purchase 
of any article of the Company’s assortments, unless their Orders have been 
first completed. 

38. Ym *ake noitijic <b»t the Bill* drawn ypu by returning Ships 

<0^.176* eitoqeded itbc of the Goat tJweir Cargoe*. This was <?wifl^ 

tQ*hc,Godolphifl4*o{g8fn|»gbe«r Pae^agf of theRiv*?' fpr ifc*hc bafl pr/^f 

and aiHwd tafe wwWhftve bepn fowpd hayc a Gargp eqiwtl 
to fair opd , 
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39. This year as the Investmoit will fall so much short by the Occasion 
of the Troubles We have determined to limit our Drafts 
Cknm. 7 Novr. to fifteen Lacks. 


40. The whole Quantity of Salt Petre in our Warehouse being about foizr 
thousand six hundred Maunds We have laden on board the Osterley and as 

We could not depend on the timely arrival of a further 
10th Novr. supply from Patna, We resolved to complete her Loading 

with Bale goods endeavoring for that purpose to purchase with ready 
Money such additional quantities of Gurrahs and other Coarse goods as 
might be met with. Her Cargo will nevertheless amount to more than the 
Ships dispatched from hence of late years have usually done, and more than 
the Two Ships which are to follow her this Season; as We*shall not have an 
equal proportion of Bale Goods to load on them, and therefore purpose giving 
to each about seven thousand five hundred Maunds, or two hundred and 
fifty Tons of Salt Petre. 


41. For want of Salt Petre We do not load on the Osterley, the 25 Tons 
of Surplus which you have directed, but if We received a sufficient quantity 

of that Article, We have ordered the Warehouse Kee- 
3d Novr. observe it in the other Dispatches. 


42. In the Month of October a violent Storm happened near Lucky- 
pore which caused a sudden Inundation from the River, and destroyed a 

number of people with all the houses upon the Island, 
17 th Oct. excepting the Company’s Factory of Which also the 

outer houses, such as Godowns & eta were many des¬ 
troyed and the rest much damaged. The Chief and Council requested our 
Orders on this Occasion representing the great Repair which would be neces¬ 
sary as well for the Company’s Business, as for resettling the Habitations 
of the Riots[ryots] and other People employed in their Service, also of the 
bad Situation of the Factory house from the frequent encroachments 
of the River, after a due consideration thereof of all these Circumstances 
and of the Expense which would be incurred without answering any good 
piupose as we could not provide against the encroachments of the River, 
It was readily agreed to be most for your Interest to withdraw entirely 
the Factory of Luckypore and transfer the Business of that Investment to 
Chittagong by which Measure not only the Expences of Luckypore Factory 
would be saved to the Company, but a great prospect open’d of increas¬ 
ing the Revenues, Trade and Manufactures of your own province. We 
accordingly sent Directions to the Chief and Council at Chittagong to 
give all due encouragement to weavers and other manufacturers to remove, 
and settle ujton their Lands that as great a part of the Investment as 
possible might be made within that Circle, and such other part as from 
the distance could not be immediately brought into the Province We 
directed ^ be managed by one of their Assistants residing at Colinda, 
who should also collect the revenues of the Luckypore Talookdarree. 
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And die business of the Aurungs at Ghaundpore we put again under the 
the Inspection of the gentlemen at Dacca. 

Fourthly of the Country Government 

43 . The Transacdons which were usually advised to your Honors under 
this Head, you will now find addressed in a Separate Letter. 

44. Having experienced a great inconvenience and Irregularity from 
Keeping the Diary and proceedings of our Ck)mmercial Business and the Transao 
tions with the Country Government and Military Operations all in one 
Book, Wfe have laid a plan for carrying on the Business in future in two dis* 
tinct Departments, The more full Regulations of Which you will find enter’d 
in our Consultation of the 3d. of November, and agreable thereto We shall 
henceforward transmit you Distinct Letters, Books of Consultations, &cta 
on the Affairs of their respective Branches. 

Fifthly of Rents and Revenues ^ 

45. We have been so fortunate during the course of these Troubles, as 
to maintain the Burdwan Province free from any Inroads excepting some Dis¬ 
tricts lying near Gutwa Which may have suffered some inconsiderable Damage. 

46. The Revenue stipulated this year for the Company from that Pro¬ 
vince is thirty four Lacks, the same as the agreement for last, but by the ge¬ 
neral Accounts We have hitherto received of the Balances not paid up by the 
Farmers, it would appear to Us that the Lands will not yield the increased 
Rent, bid upon them at the last Sale made in June 1762 and from the Col¬ 
lections which have come in. That the Adjustment of Rents made by Mr. 
Sumner seems to be nearer their true Value, and as much as We think will 
in the end be received. 

47. This leads us to take notice of your having misunderstood the state 
of the Burdwan accounts of the year 1760 and 1761. You mention that Mr. 
Sumner appears to have raised the Rents from Ten Lacks to Thirty-two 
Lacks, Whereas the first Sum whs only the Ballance of the Rents of that year 
after allowing about twelve Lacks paid to the Nabob and between five and 
six Lacks deducted for Damages sustained by the Marottas so that the Whole 
of that year’s Rent amounted nearly to Twenty Eight Lacks of Rupees from 
Which Mr. Sumner the next year Computed and raised it, to above thirty 
two, 

48. This is certainly the most valuable and extensive Branch of your 
Revenues and We therefore have it in view agreable to your Recommenda¬ 
tion, to increase the Number of Servants employed in the Management of it. 

49. The Revenues of Midnapore have been very well paid eip, and some 
small increase obtained by a Tax laid upon Lands before held rent free and 
We have reason to expect there will be further improvements annually. 
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sou Our E]q>ect8tions of Qatts^iig are yet gl^eaitdr. 'Hie laueds 4 leAre{[ 
since the time of our taking Possesstoli ore eoniidermbicl and ali’eady begun 
Cons. to pay some Rent and from the further Advantages 

Slst Octr. at’nd fmf>rdvemeiits Whiclli will nCcrue to its Trade and 

Manufactures under our Government. We have firm hopes that it will 
become a very Valuable Settlement To assist Which and that there may be no 
Want of Servants to attend to the several Improvements and the increase of 
Business which We have now thrown into their hands We have appointed two 
additional Members to their Council which th«*eby consists of a Chief and four. 

51. The Expedition undertaken last year from Chittagong to Meckely 
was unable to proceed further than the Country of Kochar on account of the 
violent Rains, and having been canton’d there sometime, wCre upon the Trou¬ 
bles breaking out recalled to Dacca, where they arrived very opportunely to 
assist in Retaking the Factory. Should we see any promising opportunity of 
opening a Communication to the Eastern Countries, that might tend to the 
benefit of your Trade by affording a Consumption of Woolen Manufactures, 
and other Europe Exports We shall not fail to embrace it. 


52. The Method resolved on last year of Collecting immediately from the 
Riots in the Calcutta Purgunnas has not only answered the end of maki^ig 
Us better acquainted with the Lands, but also upon the whole added to their 
Produce. We have therefoie determined to continue the same form of Manage¬ 
ment at least for the present year including likewise the Purgunna of 
Magoora of which the Farmer’s Lease expired last April. 


53 * We mentioned in our Letter of the 30’ October 1762 the increase 
25 th July Which was expected in your Revenues from the Salt 
Fans in the Calcutta Lands and of the Method proposed 
for raising that increase, being a Tax of thirty Rupees on each Salt Pan. 
The Number worked last Season was 26543/4 including those called Cas 
which altogether produced an Increase in the Revenue of more than a Lack 
of Rupees and We have continued the same method for the present year. 


54. The Merchants who worked the Salt before having delivered in 
19 th S t accounts of outstanding Ballances due from the 

Molungees (or Labourers) to the Committee of Lands, 
the same after many Examinations were adjusted and agreed at the Sum of 
Arcot Rupees 4 > 4 > 4 » 896 - 7 * 9 . As these Labourers have no Possessions 
or Effects, and can Oiily discharge their Debts by their Wotk. We agreed 
with the Merchants to become answerable for the Ballances and pay them 
in. four annual Dividends, and for your Security and Reimbursement We 
resolved that the present Merchants should pay at the rate of forty Rupees for 
C^ch hundred Maiuids of Salt of Whidh thilty should go to the Molungees 
for their Labour, and the other Ten be paid into the Treasury and brought 
to account oaP the Bonds granted for these Ballances, For the more |S>arti- 
Ottlar prdo^etfings in this Brandi We refer ybu to the IBarfes of Hit CcfiSl* 
mittee of which are very Cothplete. 
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55^ Wl 4 i to IhK Goittmission on the Rttvetlu^. 

You are pleased to mention that you cannot determine Whether it shall be 
granted him on the whole, or a part of them, Until you are ascertained 
What their whole produce may be. This you must have been fully enabled 
to judge of, by the several accounts already transmitted you. We have 
paid him hitherto only the amount of the Calcutta purgunnas, and we shall 
continue to wait your Orders for what further is to be paid him on 
this account. 

56. We wait the arrival of Mr. Campbell, to write you fully on the 

State of the Mint, Which We have however the plea- 

Gons. 21st Nov. . ^ ^ 1 c • 1 n ..i 

sure to acquaint you- grows more beneficial. By the 

accounts of that Branch from August 1761 to October 1763 laid before us 

by Mr. Beaumont on his quitting the Office, We find a Net profit coming to 

the Company of 353572-14-9 Current Rupees besides the Coinage of very 

large Sums, on their own Account clear of Expences. 

57. Mr. Beaumont has also delivered in a Letter ir answer to the 35* 

paragraph of your Commands of the 9’ of March 
regarding the difference in the Standard of Rupees» 
which Letter with the Accounts above mentioned are entered after our 
Consultation of the 21’ November, and copies of them go, Numbers in this 
Ships Packet for your Honours’ Observation. 


Sixthly of Fortification J and Buildings 


58. The new Fort altho far from complete is now in such a state as to 
every way defensible against an Enemy but when once it is entirely 
finished it may with a Moderate Garrison be deemed impregnable in this 
Country. And it will then be such a Security to the Company’s Establish¬ 
ment 4 nd valuable possessions in Bengal, that we think the ExpCnce which 
will ydt be required to bring it to this State should by no means be spared, 
especially as it does not strike at once into the Gompanys’ funds, but is 
an annual Charge, or as it were a Tax on the Revenues they draw from the 
Country. 


59. The Work which was done the last Season consisted chiefly of 
the Magazines and Barracks. The Engineers having 
also recommended tbe Ravelin and Gounterguard on 
the North side as a work necessary to be completed on account of the Vici¬ 
nity of the Town, Which rendered that side weaker and more liable to an 
attack, they were begun upon before the last Rains, and are now in great 
forwardness. In the course of this Season We hope they will be completed 
and the Counterscrape of the Ditch feced all round. 


60. In the first plan of the Fort, there was no Gate designed towards 
the River; But this in a Trading Settlement is so necessary sfCommunica- 
311 Oct niore easy conveying of Goods to and fk>m 

* ' the Shipping that We have determined one shall be 
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buUt, and having approved of a plan laid before us by the Engineer it is 
now in hand. 

61. We acquainted you last year that on the Resignation of Mr. Am- 
phlett, the management of the Fort was committed to the Care of Captain 
Polier, and as We find that he exerts himself with much Diligence and appli¬ 
cation, and from the Knowledge he has now gained of the Work in hand seems 
to be very capable of completing it. We beg leave to recommend 
him to your Honours to be confirmed for that purpose in the Station 
of Engineer. 

62. In this Packet he has transmitted a Letter acquainting you more 
particularly with the work that has been done at the Fort since the Time 
he took Charge. 

63. Considering the great expence of Temporary Buildings at Chitta¬ 
gong, and the prospect of its becoming a flourishing and advantageous 

Settlement. We have determined to fix on the plan of 
a Fortification there with all the necessary Buildings for 
the Residency of your Servants, and carrying on your Business. We 
accordingly expect Mr. Plaisted’s Survey and Opinion, and in the mean 
time, We have directed them to be as frugal as possible in their temporary 
Buildings with a view that all future Charge of that Nature should be so 
laid out, as to tend towards the accomplishment of the general Plans. 


Seventhly of Covenant and Military Servants and their Accounts 

64. In our last Letter by the Royal George and Ashbumham, We 
informed you of Mr. Amyatt’s being killed in his return from Mongheer to 
Calcutta and that the Survivors of his party, with a Number more of your 
Servants belonging to the Patna and Cossimbuzar Factories were Prisoner 
in the hands of the late Nabob Cossim Aly Cawn. It is with the Deepest 
Concern We now acquaint you that all those Gentlemen who were 
Prisoners were Massacred by his Order at Patna the fifth and sixth of 
October. 


65. The List of all who have Suffered in these Troubles is as follows : 

31 »t Oct. Messrs. Amyatt 

Ellis V of Council 

Hay J 

Messrs. Chambers "j 

Lushington > Senior Servants 
Howitt ) 


}o. 


Messrs. Lyon 
Oakes 
Smith 
Amphlett 
Bennet 
W •:ton 


Factors 
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Messrs. Gulston 
Eyton 
Lake 

Hutchinson 

Round 

Collings 

Croke 


Writers 




Messrs. Crooke one of the Head Surgeons at Calcutta. 
Ham Surgeon at Gossimbuzar Factory. 


66. Besides the above nineteen lost on this Melancholy Occasion the 
Cons. 13th June following Others have Died Viz., Mr. Edward Bates 

21st Nov. Writer the 11 ’ of June Mr. Charles Harrington Factor 

the 20* of November, and Mr. John Worthington Turner, appointed a 
Writer this Year about 18 Months ago. 


67. Mr. McGwire having resigned your Service took his passage to 
10th Oct. Europe on the Ship Royal George. 

68. And the four Vacancies occasioned in Council by these Events 

31st Oct. have been filled up by Messrs. Senior, Middleton, 

Leycester and Burdett. 

69. Mr. Batson is appointed to the Ghiefehip of Patna, Mr. Watts to 

lOth Oct. be Resident at the Durbar and Mr. Senior to be Chief 
31st Oct. of Gossimbuzar and for the other appointments on the 

'Civil Establishment We refer you to the Usual List transmitted in the Packet. 

70. Thirty Two Officers belonging to the Patna Detachment and Mr. 
Amyatt’s Party were likewise cut off in the Massacre at Patna, several 
Others have been Killed in Action, and died since our last advices. We 
have therefore collected the whole into a List which we transmit for your 
Information in this Ship’s Packet as also another containing the Promo¬ 
tions made in consequence on the Military Establishment. 


71. We acquainted you in our last of having promoted Captain Knox 
to a Majority in your Service; and upon the receit of his Majesty’s Orders 
for the recall of the 84’ Regiment it being judged by us and Major Adams 
that the most effectual way of securing the Men for your Service would be 
to appoint one of their own Officers to Command them. We made choice of 
Captain Irving, a young Officer of whose great Bravery and abilities we had 
had particular Instances in the course of the Campaign, and having received 
Major Adams’ Consent, We promoted him to a Majority, but before he could 
receive his Commission he was Killed in the Assault at Patna. 


72. We have now proposed to grant the same Rank to Captain Charles 
Long another Officer of the 84’ Regiment of a general good •Character and 
long experitmee in the Military and we wait Major Adams’ approbation and 
Consent to his Stay to give him a Cknnmission. 
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73. Captain John Freake who ca^e out wilhybui^ Tiw^'bf light Cavalry 
having laboured under a bad state of health appli^ to us for liberty to cx« 
Cona. change into the King’s Regtihtfnt Where he had a prO' 

27 th June spect of soon returning to England. This Request we 

granted him and Captain George Whichcote having obtained a like per¬ 
mission from Major Adams, an Exchange was effected, whereby Captain 
Whichcote becaune oUr Captain of Cavalry and Captain Freake went into 
the 84’ Regiment. 


74. Captain William Jennings arrived in the Lord Clive and had a 
Commission granted him according to your appointment. Lieutenant Bur- 
3 rd Oct ghall who arrived at same time was promoted in a 

very few Days to be Captain Lieutenant upon our Esta¬ 
blishing a third Company of Artillery Soon after he applied to Us for 
leave to return to England offering his Services to raise a Company 
4th Sept. in answer to Which We informed him it was 

the Rule of your Service for all Officers returning to England to Resign 
14’ Nov. their Commissions, and that it remained in your Breast 

Only to grant them the Indulgence of Coming out again. Whereupon he 
replied that being made acquainted with this Rule he had no Intention of 
17th Nov. quitting your Service. We were therefore much surprised 

5th Dccr. to receive another Letter from him soon after resign¬ 

ing his Commission, and We cannot help observing on the Whole that 
his Conduct has appeared very wavering and unsettled which seems to 
have proceeded from a Notion that he merited more speedy Preferment than 
the Service would allow of, or he had any right from your appointment 
to expect. 


75» Mr. Furnival Bowen whom you have appointed one of your Chaplains 
arrived in the Pigot. And Mr. Edwai'd Croke who had your Permission to 
come out to this Place has requested to remain at Fort St. George, finding 
that Climate more suitable to his infirm Constitution. 


76. Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted has been advised of his appointment and 
directed to remain at Chittagong where We still find him very useful in 
making Draughts, Surveys &cta. 

77. All the Writers of this year are arrived excepting Messrs. Law and 
Van Rixtell and Mr. Holme absent on a voyage in India, We have called 
upon those who Were abroad at the time of their Appointment to execute the 
Covenants you sent out, and enjoined them to write to thfeit* Friends to 
enter into the necessary Security in England^ The Covenants shall be returned 
in the next Ships Packet. 


*, 78. / Wc shill also desite the other Gentkmen in your ScTvke who have 
2'^th (Set. *" advanced im Station or Co&ie of Age to e^ecuCe fresh GoV^ 


' / , 


. . enants agreeable to your Orderst and tbey jUso 
be forwarded in the next or folfowing Ships Paobets/ 
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79^ Wfaxm we your Letters df this Sei»ozi a Seooild RehIking sit the 

Board) We directed fha^yoor Orders with Regaid to the prhrilege of Dustucks 
' Goni iJA Oct. ahduld be earned iiito Execution intimating the idme 
17 th Nov. to all the Junior Servsmts at the Presidency and trans* 
mitting the.necessary Instructions to the several Suboidinate Factories. 


17th Oct, 


60. At our Consultation of the 17’ October Mr. Delaporte sent in a 
Letter informing us he had proceeded to the Factories of Gossimbuzar, Dacca 

and Luckypore, and having inspected and made him¬ 
self acquainted with the Investment at each of these 
places) He had delivered his Remarks of the Improvements which he thought 
might be made to the Respective Chiefs and That he now desired our Order 
for his further proceeding. Having therefore consulted the Export Ware¬ 
house Keeper and discoursed personally with Mr. 
Delaporte on the Subject We resolved that he should 
make a Circuit of the Calcutta Aurungs to inspect and amend or improve 
the different Articles of the Investment Manufactured at them and That 
one of the Warehouse Keeper’s Assistants should accompany him thereon for 
the Sake of Instruction. 


20th Oct. 


81. Mr, McGwire before his Departure delivered in a Letter accom¬ 
panied with the Copy of a Correspondence between him and the President 
in explanation of the Enquiry you directed to be made regarding the Ophium 
Trade. As these Letters are entered at large after the Consultation of the 3d 
of October, and Mr. !^c.Gwire himself is returned home. We refer you to 
them for further Information. 

82. Mr. Ratings agreable to your Standing Order gave in a Minute 
at our Consultation of the 3d of October declaring his Intention of returning 
to Europe next Season. 

83. We have dlt^ady acquainted you of our making an addition of Two 
head Surgeons at Calcutta, and judgihg It Would be an encouragement to 
engage capable Men of that profession to come into your Service if a fixed 
Rule of preferment was Established in that Branch, We agreed upon the fol^^ 
lowing Which we take the Liberty to recorrimend for your Confirmation. 

First That at the Presidency there shall be four Head Surgeons with 
an allowance of 10 sh. a day, and the two Senior of those to have the 
Hospital Contract. 

Secondly That there shall be four Surgeons with the same allowance 
Stationed at the Subordinates of Patna, Gossimbuzar, Chittagong, and Dacca 
and those to be the next in Rank to [bej head Surgeons, and succeed in 
their Rotation. 

Thirdly That there shall be four Surgeons With the same Allowance ap« 
pointed attend die Army) whoihall itk like ttikdiier succeed to the Vacancies 
at Stfbordiitattt and tlM Pt^tidenef. 
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Fotirthly, That there shall be twelve Surgcoiw Mates, of which the four 
Senior to attend the Hospitals at Calcutta with an allowance of 7/6 a day, 
and the other Eight to attend the Army With a pay of 5/ a day and the whole 
to succeed in their turn to be Surgeons. 

84. Besides it is recommended to us, to appoint one Sturgeons Mate 
for attending each Battalion of Seapoys of Whom a great Number being 
usually wounded in all the Actions our Troops are engaged in cannot receive 
the necessary assistance from the few Surgeons who attend the Army, 
and thereby many Suffer Who perhaps with due Care might be saved. 
If therefore this Plan should meet with your Approbation We hope you 
will use your Endeavors to send out a number of young Men who from having 
been instructed in the Rudiments of this Profession will by the Experience 
they may acquire in the Course of practice in this Country become capable 
judges of the Disorders incident to the Climate by the time they shall arrive 
at the Rank of Surgeons. 

85. The Reinforcement sent us from Madrass consisted in great Measure 
of Recruits which came out on the Ships of this Season, and chiefly intended 
for this Presidency. We have incorporated them into our Battalion, and or¬ 
dered the two Officers who conducted them here to return to the Coast. 

86. Altho’ We have already made frequent Representations on the Sub¬ 
ject of the urgent necessity there is for a constant and large Supply of Recruits 
for your Military on this Establishment yet We cannot help repeating them at 
this Time on the occasion of his Majesty’s Troops being withdrawn from 
India, more especially as We imagine the Restoration of Peace in Europe 
will enable you to engage what number you please without difficulty. 

87. We are doing our utmost to engage as many of the 84* Regiment as 

Cons. it is possible to stay in the Country and have offered 

17 th Oct. a Bounty of 10 to each Man. We hope the most part 

of them will enlist, but we must remark to you that the whole number fit for 
service will not exceed three hundred. 

88. Nothing is so essential to the well conducting your business, as the 
having a Succession of Capable Men to fill the Posts of Secretary and Sub- 

^ Accomptant but as they are attended with extraordinary 

Labour and take up the whole Time and attention of 
the Gentlemen who have charge of them, so that they have little or no op¬ 
portunity of engaging in any private Concerns, the appointments annexed 
to them have not been sufficient to encourage the young Servants to qualify 
themselves for those Trusts, on the contrary they have generally been regard¬ 
ed as a Burden, and Clog, ahd have for the most part been avoided rather than 
coveted. We have therefore with a view of promoting an emulation so much 
to be desired in your Service, annexed to the Posts of Secretary and Sub- 
Accomptant a Title to the preference of any Vacancy that may happen of 
a Post of greater Trust or advantage at the Presidency or any Subordinate 
after having'%irved in those Offices/or the Term of three years to the Satis¬ 
faction of me Board. This Preference We hope your Honors will confirm 
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and likewise distinguish further by all reasonable marks of your Favor any 
Gentleman who may be recommended to you from those Offices. 

89. We have already mentioned in the 44’ Paragraph our having divided 
the Business of this Presidency into two distinct offices, Namely—The Public 
Department for transacting all commercial Affairs of the Country Govern¬ 
ment and Military Operations. We have placed our Secretary|Mr. Graham 
at the head of both Offices, and appointed Mr. Ashburner his Assistant in 
the Business of both. We have further stationed Mr. Case to be Sub-Secretary 
in the Public Department and Mr. Stuart in the Secret; Which Grada¬ 
tion We hope may be productive of an Emulation among the Younger^Ser- 
vants, and therefore meet with your Honors approbation. 

90. In this place likewise it is requisite We should observe to you that 
Mr. Richard Barwell has been appointed Sub-Accoraptant in the room of 
Mr. Dacres. 

91. Neither can we omit making favorable mention of Mr. George Van 
Sittart who from a close Study and application has made hirriself in a great 
Measure, master of the Persian Language and Writing. Since the decease 
of Mr. Gulston We have appointed him to the office of Persian Translator: 
where he will have an Opportunity of completing his knowledge of that Lang¬ 
uage, and We daresay of recommending himself still further to your Honors 
Notice. 

92. All your Servants belonging to the West Coast Establishment have 
proceeded thither excepting Mr. Henry Plowman. This gentleman has for 
these 18 Months been employed by the President in carrying on his mercan¬ 
tile Business, and is now become so absolutely useful to him therein, as the 
Management of public affairs does not admit of his attending thereto him¬ 
self, That We could not refuse our Consent for his remaining in Bengal Which 
We hope your Honors will not disapprove. 

93. In our Letters of last year we made mention to your Honors of Mr. 
William Lacam as being employed on the Fortifications in the office of Muster 
Master. In this Office he still continues to act with great assiduity and We 
beg leave to recommend him .again for an Appointment on your List of 
Covenant Servants. We take the liberty also to recommend for the same 
purpose a young Gentleman Mr. Hugh Grant, Brother to Lieut. John Grant 
who is Secretary to Major Adams and for whom the Major having a high 
Esteem he would be well pleased this young Man could be thus provided for. 

94. Mr. Hugh Cameron who has been taken into your Service here as 
Surveyor of Lands is the same Person who was formerly in your Military 
Service on the Bombay Establishment. Upon our giving him Notice of your 
Displeasure and Orders for his Dismission, he requested that he might have' 
leave to represent his Case which he never before had an Opportunity of doing, 
and We judgii^ this request to be highly reasonable permitted him to deliver 
a Letter to the Board, Which is entered on oiur Consultation of the 8* of August. 
We refer the same to your Honors Consideration, and in the mean time As 
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Wc are well satisfied with his behaviour i^ce he has been hcrej and have 
found his Services very useful, and greatly tending to the Improvement of 
the Revenues of your new Lands We have presumed to su^end the Execution 
of your Orders, and to Keep him in the same useful Employment until Wc 
receive your further Determination. 

Eighthly of Accounts 

95. The General Boojes which were appointed to be brought up by Mr, 
Magee were sometime ago delivered in ballanced to April 1759, and are now 
forwarded by the Boscawen, The Journals on to April 1763 are brought up 
and are now regularly Kept up so that as soon as the necessary adjustments 
can be made and the Books balanced the remaining Setts shall be from Time 
to Time sent you and We hope the whole will be brought into the usua 
Order by next Season. 

96. We have also directed an exact account of the Charge of French 
Prisoners to be prepared agreable to your Orders, Which shall be sent as 
soon as it is ready. 

97. We forwarded to you in Duplicate by the Royal George and Ash- 
burnham Copy of the accounts Kept b> the Comissioners of Restitution which 
with our Advices of the 30th of October 1762 will fully satisfy all your enquiries 
on that Subject. 

98. At the Commencement of the War We ordered a separate account 
to be Kept of all the Expenses attending it to which We shall add also the 
Losses incurred at the Subordinate Factories, an 4 let the whole against the 
thirty Lacks stipulated in the Treaty with the Nabob; and such account as 
soon as completed shall be forwarded for your Inspection. 

Ninthly of the Dutch and Other European Nations in India 

99. Wc have already acquainted you of the Agreement We entered into 
with the Dutch the beginning of the year for allowing them one third Share of 
the Salt Petre provided in Bahar, also of our proposal to them during the 
Troubles that they should colleet the Whole at their Factory and divide it 
accordiitg to the proportions agreed on. We further acquainted you in our 
last of their evasive answer to this proposal and our Resolution in consequence 
to secure all tbe Petre wc could for your Benefit. We now find that they have 
also taken advantage of these Troubles with respect to the Opium Trade, ip, 
bo much that We are likel> to meet with Difficulty in procuring even the 
small quantity wanted for Fort Marlbro*. The Originals pf all their Letters 
concerning the Salt fetre We have transipitted in the Packet, and this 
Conduct of t^ieiris has determined us tp pay no regard to any applications for 
that Article ujPqss it can be very well ^ar<|d after a9Swerin|5 fujly our 
Demands. / 
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10a. Wc have used all our Diligence to satisfy the cnquii^s mentioned in 
the 63 Paragraph of your Letter of the 9* of March. Mi. Bisdoms’ Letters* 
No. 6 in the Appendix to your Memorial were forwarded in Original by the 
Admiral W>atson. As to the Argument mentioned in the last of these Letters 
We know nothing more than that by the Letter itself it is plainly implied some 
Agreement had been made. Qf the Dutch Arzee No. 11 in the said Appendix 
We have no Original or ever had. We send you by this Ship a Copy Which 
We imagine must have been obtained soon after it was presented as it appears 
to be endorsed in the hand Writing of Mr. Cook the then Secretary. Wc send 
with it an exact English Translation by which you will find that .he Dutch 
did really pretend to and Demand the first Purchase or Preference in buying 
Salt Petre and Opium from the Merchants. That they did present such an 
Arzec to JafFer Aly Cawn is universally known and as to the particular Time 
the most exact Information We can now procure is from Mr. Hastings whose 
Report We likewise forwarded. You desire to be particularly informed as to 
the 13’ Article of the Treaty with Jafiier Aly Cawn No. 9 in the Appendijf to 
the Dutch Company’s Report. In the original of that Treaty which We have 
and in all the Copies upon our Records there are only twelve Articles con¬ 
taining several stipulations to be performed by Meer JaflSer. If a 13’ Article 
did really exist We suppose it must have been written on a separate paper 
signed by the President and Council and d®dvered to him, Which indeed 
appears to be very probable from a Letter of Mr. Watts to the Select 
Committee entered on their Proceedings of the i?th of M^y t757 wherein he 
says that all the Articles of the Treaty were ready for Signing upon our agree¬ 
ing to assist Mepr Jafiier in putting him in possession and supporting him in 
the Government. Wc have further tran.'-mitted an Authentic Copy of the Grant 
for the exclusive purchase of Salt Petre with an English Translation . There 
is none of Lord Clives Country Correspondence either in Persian or English 
from the Month of April 1759 to the time of his Departure. 

101. In our Letter of the 18 April We wrote you very fully regarding the 
Cons. Capture of the Susanna Margarita Snow bound from 

6' June Mauritius to Negapatam and forwarded the Account 

Sales of the Vessel and Cargo. We have since received a Letter from Mr. 
Scheepers in Support of his Claim the Original of which is transmitted in 
the Packet. * 

loa. We have yet no Account of the Arrival of the French Commis- 
sarys in any part pf Indi^* However We have got in our hands the necessary 
Orders from tl^e Nabob for the Restitution of their Factories, and shall put 
them in Possession of such as they prove their Title to according to the Treaty. 

Tenthly of His Majesty’s Sea and Land Forces 

103. We have mentioned ip our last Letter the arrival of the Yorke, Liver- 
34 Oct, pool and Argo and Citznmodore Tinker fiaa sippe 
PitM) arrived ip hp Majp^’s Ship MedwaV" Up^P Qpr* 

Appli^aiipp hfi landed the Marmes from the several §bips tq feipforcc 
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25 th Novr. 


the Army in Bwdwan and in every other Respect has shewn a hearty 
desire to give his Assitance for re<estabtishing the Tranquility of the 
Country and securing the Coinpany*s Affairs. 

104. We applied to the Gommdore to Know if any of the Ships of hi* 

CoQ>. Squadron were destined for Europe and what number 

21 st Novr. of Officers and Men of his Majesty’s Regiment they 

could in such case accommodate; he informed us in Answer that the Liverpool 
Frigate was intended for England in the course of this Month and would be 
able to receive one Officer and 45 Private Men, which number We shall 

accordingly embark on her and the rest shall be divided in 
the most convenient manner on board the Company’s 
Ships. The first division goes on this Ship the Osterley and you will receive 
the usual Lists both of Officers and Men in the Packet. 

105. Concerning the Methods we have taken and the Success we have 
had in engaging the Men of the Regiment to remain in the Company’s 
Service We have spoken fully imder the Seventh head. We have likewise 
given Orders for receiving in to your Stores all the Arms which ai'e fit for 
Service, and shall pass the usual Receits for them to the proper Officers. 

Eleventhly of Charter 

106. In the Royal George’s Packet We transmitted you the first Copy 
of all the Papers relative to the cause with Mary 
Delore, and now forward a Duplicate by the Osterley, 


10th Octr. 


107. The Attorney for John Durand & eta has presented to us his Majesty’s 
Decree in the Cause concerning the Ship Restitution and We have accord¬ 
ingly Discharged the Amount being CRs. 74138- 14- 6. 

108. Sensible of the Difficulties mentioned in the 121 and 122 Paragra¬ 
phs of your Commands of the 9’ of March concerning a Method of levying 
a Tax or an assessment upon the Inhabitants for repairing of Roads, Drains 
and other public Works of the Town We have fallen upon a Method Which 
We think will answer the purpose, and be Subject to no Kind of Dispute by 
doubling the Ground Rent which was before Rated much lower than it would 
reasonably bear in proportion to the high price of Houses in the Town, and 
the usual rate of ground Rent in other Parts of the Country, by this Method 
an annual Increase of about 20,000 Rupees is broi^ht into your Revenues 
and is levied in the most equal Manner upon the Inhabitants, every one 
paying in proportion to the Possession he holds. 

Supplement 

109. As We particularly noticed to your Honors in the 32 Paragraph of 
dtir Separate Letter of the 29th of September, our Opinion with regard 
to the Loss of*the Factory at Dacca, it is necessary We should now acquaint 
you dtat jlEiiditenant Lewis Brown the Officer who commanded ffien has 
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had his Ck>nduct enquired into before a Court of Officers to whom having 
made it appear that the Factory in its then Condition was not tenible he 
was unanimously acquitted, and as it appears both from the Account sent 
us by the Gentlemen of the Factory and Mr. Brown’s answer to the Charge 
before the Court of Enquiry that it was with his advice and approbation 
the Resolution was tadcen to retire from the Factory. We must think this a 
strong Argument in exculpation of our Gentlemen’s Conduct on that 
Occasion. 

no. By your Ship Royal George We licensed one Bulse of Diamonds 
Value Current Rupees 3950—. and by this Ship We have licensed sundry 
Diamonds and Precious Stones to the value of Arcot Rupees 20967-8. of which 
the particulars will appear by the Manifest in the Packet. 

111. We have laden and consigned to your Honors by this Ship the 
Osteriey simdry Goods and Merchandize amounting to Current Rupees 
9,26 700-. the particulars whereof are agreeable to the Invoice and first 
Bill of Lading enclosed. 

112. We have also laden on her Sundry Stores for the use of your Island 
of St. Helena amounting to Current Rupees, 1,570-14-as. 9 p. Invoice and 
Bills of Lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there. 

We are with the greatest Respect, 

Honble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and Obedient Humble Servants 

Fort William, Henry Van Sittart/Wm. Billers/Warren Hastings/ 

The 19th December 1763. Randh Marriot/H. Watts/John Burdett. 


39 



Postscript 

We liave drawn upon your Honors by thb ship 24 Sets of Bills of Exchange at 365 Days, and the usual Terms th© 
particulai-s Whereof are as follows and amount in all to Current Rupees 4,59,443/11/9 £ Str 53,601/14/10. 
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Yours most Siithful humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart/Wm. Billers/Warren Hastings/ 
Randh. Marriot/H. Ws^tts/John Ku^dett. 
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Second Postscript 

Our Army having proceeded with success to the Banks of the Carum- 
tiassa and Cossim Aly Gawn having entirely abandoned the Bengal Provi¬ 
nces, The President judging there remained no further appearance of 
hostilities, delivered this day in Consultation a Letter setting forth his 
Intention of quitting the Government and returning to Europe next Month 
in pursuance of his Resolution before notified. But rest of the Council being 
of Opinion that there remained many measures yet necessary to be taken for 
securing the Tranquility of the Cotmtry and guarding against any futures 
Distmrbancess and representing the great Benefit they would reap from his 
Assistance in transacting and settling these points, he has consented at their 
Request to remain in the Government another Season, for your Honors 
further Information in this point We forward in the Packet Copies of the 
President’s Letter, and the answer wrote him by the Board. 

We arc, 

Honble Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble Servants,/ 

Port William, Henry Van Sittart/Wm. Billers/ Warren Hastings/ 

the jg December 1763, Randh. Marriot/ H. Watts/John Burdett 

Third Postscript 

Since Closing our Advices for this Ship the Osterley we have drawn 
upon your Honors two further Setts of Bills of Exchange to which we request 
you will give due honor. The particulars are as follows : 

t$etts Value Received of GRi. To Whom Payable £ Str 

1 Lieut. Kenny Powell . 1714. 4- 9 To Himself . . 200- .. . 

1 Lieut. William Brown . 1080- . To Himself . , 126- . 

2 Setts Current Rupee*. 2794- 4- 9 £ Sterling 326* , • * 

We arc 
Honble Sirs 

Your most faithful humble Servants, 

Port William Henry Van Sittart/ Wm. Billers/ Warren Hastings/ 

dieao, December 1763. Randh. Marriot/H.Watts/John Burdett. 
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LETTER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1763 

Capture of Monghyr and Patna—Mir Qjisim's flight beyond Karamnetsa into- 
Oudh—massacre of British prisoners at Patna—negotiations with Shujaud-Daulah. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Aflfeirs of the Honble 
United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Hon^ble Sirs, 

1. Our last separate Letter by the Royal George and Ashburnham 
advised you of the operations of the War, as far as the Capture of the 
Entrenchments at Ouda Nulla. 

2. We are now to acquaint your Honors that the Army having proceeded 

Cons. on from thence laid Siege to the Fort of Mongheer 

17 Octo^ which Place, without making any material Resistance 

HNovr. surrendered at Discretion then of [.]. The Army 

there continued their March towards Patna, where having arrived and 
carried on the necessary approaches. The City was taken by assault the 
6 of November. In this attack, We had the Misfortune to lose Major John 
Irving, the Gentleman of whose promotion We advise you in our General 
Letter of this date, a very brave and deserving Officer. 

3. Sometime before the Arrival of our Army at Patna, Cossim Aly Gawn 
12th Deer quitted the Place and retired towards Rotas and a few 

days after the Reduction of the City, Major Adams 
again marched the Army in pursuit of him. But without waiting to give 
him Battle, he continued his Flight towards the Carumnassa, and by the 
last advices We are informed he has Crossed the great River with his few 
remaining Troops and Effects into the Dominions of Shuja Dowla; so that 
there is all reason to hope he will not be able to make any further head 
against Us. 

4. We advised your Honors in our address of the 29* September that 
Cossim Aly Cawn in a Lctte? to Major Adams had threatened the Lives of 
the Genden^en Prisoners in his hands. Of the terms we had proposed for 
their Release, (the only one we had it in our power tq offio*) and of their 
being well in Mongheer the 14 of that Month. It is with inexpressible Con¬ 
cern and Affliction, tve have now to acquaint you that those horrid Threats 
have actually been carried into Execution, and to set before you a Scene of 
Barbarity shocking to human Nature. As our Army advanced, towards 
Mongheer the Gentlemen were removed from thence to Patna and Cossim 
Aly Cawn h;(ving also himself retired to Patna thoi took this fatal and desperate 
Resolution and immediately after Bed towards the Limits of the Country.. 
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If it is surprising that any Man should be so fsur lost to all Sense and Reason 
as to give so cruel an Order, it is yet more so that he should find another 
Capable of acecuting it. The Wretch who was the Instrument of this Barbarity 
is called Somroo, or Sombre and said to be a Native of Alsace. He went with 
two Gompanys of Seapoys and was personally the Commanding and Principal 
Actor in this Tragedy Which but to dwcribe is a most painful Task. 

5. Upon the first Receipt of this News from Major Adams We appoint* 
ed a general Fast and Mourning and gave all the Public Marks of our Res* 
pect and Con<* .rn for the Memory of our unhappy Friends as will more 
fully appear in our Consultation of the 26 October. 

6. Mr. Fullerton the Surgeon of your Patna Factory was the only Person 

Cons. spared in this Massacre, and on the Face of the 

14 Novr. Narrative he has formed, and transmitted to us Gossim 

19 Deer. Aly Cawn seems to have done this with a view of 

employing him to treat for Peace a most unaccountable Thought after 
such a Cruelty committed upon our Friends and Country men. 

7. Amongst some other Papers preserved in the Dutch Factory and 
since transmitted to Calcutta, We found two Journals Kept by Messrs Peter 
Campbell and William Anderson two of the Gentlemen who were taken at 
Patna and Who suffered with the rest. As every Circumstance is interesting 
in a Calamity like this we have sent you in the Packet Copies of these Journals 
as well as of Mr. Fullerton’s Narrative. We send likewise a general list of 
of the Names of all the gentlemen who have lost their Lives in these Troubles. 

8. Whilst the war was carrying on between us and Cossim Aly Cawn 
the King and Shuja Dowla, advanced with their Array within a Day’s march 
of Benaris, and sent a Detachment under Beny Bahadre one of their Principal 
Officers to that city. Shuja Dowla wrote to the Nabob and the President and 
Major Adams that he was coming with an Intention of assisting our Arms 
against Cossim Aly Cawn, but we, unwilling to give him any encouragement 
to enter these Provinces, wrote him in answer that our forces were more than 
sufficient to defeat all our enemies and only desired his Assistance for securing 
Gossim Aly Cawn, with his Effects, if he should make his Flight that Way, 

9. The continued success of our Arms produced Replies to these letters, 
which contained still further assurances of Shuja Dowla’s Friendship with 
promises of any grants and privileges that we might ask from the King and a 
proposal that we should send a gentleman to the court to treat them. As 
we think it will be useful and necessary to have more perfect accounts of the 
proceedings and views of Shuja Dowla and his connections with the other 
chiefs of the Empire, and as his dominions border on those of Bengal, a de* 
fensive alliance would be for our Mutual interest. We have assured him of 
our readiness to enter into such an alliance and have detemiined to send a 
gentlemen to him as soon as we are satisfied it can be done with safety and any 
prospect of advantage to your affairs or the Bengal provinces. 
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10. We have appointed Mr. Marriot for this Embassy, but we shall 
not hastily enter into any articles that may «ctend our connection beyond 
Bengal. The Maintaining the Tranquility of which shall always be our 
Principal object, and the forming new alliances only considered in a secondary 
light to that. 


We are, with the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 
Obedient humble Servants 

Henry Van Sittart / Wm. Billers / Warren 
Fort William, Hastings / Randh. Marriot/H. ' Watts / John 

the 19 December 1763. Burdett 
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LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1763 

Vansittart agrees to stc^ {mother year in Bengal. 


To The Honble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

[i.] I addressed you fully upon the Situation of your Affairs under this 
Presidency the 8th of October, last in duplicate by the Ships Royal George 
and Earl of Ashbumham and acquainted you with my intention of return¬ 
ing to Europe this Season in case the War was brought to a conclusion so 
that I could leave your Settlements in a State of Security. 

[2.] By the General advices now transmitted by the Osterley you will 
be informed that Gossim Aly Cawn, unable to make any further opposition 
against our forces has been obliged to quit these Provinces, and fly into 
Shqja Dowla’s Country after putting into Execution his most fatal and 
desperate Resolutions of destroying all the Gentlemen and others of our 
Nation who were Prisoners in his hands. We have spoken fully of all the 
particulars of this horrid Massacre in our general Letter. But I can never 
say enough to express the Sentiments of Grief and Affliction which I felt 
upon this Melancholy news. 

[3.] MostofCossim AlyCavra’s Forces have left him or been discharged, 
smd it is said that Shuja Dowla has put a Guard over the treasure and Effects 
he carried with him in short in all probability We shall never hear more of 
him, buyit-may be necessary for some time to keep a force upon the Frontier 
to prevent any of the Straggling Troops which have been dispersed during 
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the troubles from Collecting again into a Body and attempting to ravage 
the Cloimtry. 

[4.] The War being thus at an end I acquainted the Board the 19th Ins* 
tant of my Intention of quitting the Government next Month together 
With such observations as occurred to me on the present state of the Country. 
XJpon receipt of this declaration the Gentlemen of the Council thought pro* 
per to address me in a Letter expressing their opinion that my remaining in 
the Government was essentially necessary to the Welfare of the Company’s 
Interest and requesting that I would stay until the Receipts of your Orders. 
As I have always prefered my Duty to my Employers before all other Consi* 
derations I have resolved in Consequence of this address to stay another 
Season notwithstanding the very uncertain state of my health. I shall 
do my utmost towards preserving the tranquility of the Country establish¬ 
ing good Order in the Nabob’s Gk>vernment and improving and well conduct¬ 
ing the Company’s Revenues and trade. 


•fort William 
24 December 1763 

ilTriplicate] 


I am with great Respect, 

Honble Sin, 

Your faithful and Obedient Humble Servant, 
Henry Van Sittart. 
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LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1763 


Vansittart considers clash between Company and Nawab of Bengal inevitable. 


To the Honble Secret Committee. 

Honourable Sin, 

[1.] I addressed you the 8fh of October last in duplicate by the Royal 
George and Ashbumham. 

[2.] You will be informed by the general Advices that the War in this 
Country is brought to a Conclusion and Mccr Jaffier again in possession 
•of the Government. It shall be my duty to preserve him in it as long as I 
remain in Bengal but the present System is such that it is with great diffi¬ 
culty a friendship can be maintained with any Nabob. Our connections 
in the Country are so extended by the pursuit of private trade through a 
Number of new Channels in distant parts of the Country and the authority 
of our Agents so overgrown by the influence they derive from the English 
name that the Nabob’s Fougedars and Collectors dare not exercise the Duties 
of their office where any English agent or Gomastah, or any Merchant or 
.inhabitant of the Country dealing with them is in the least concerned. This 
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occasions continued Complaints from the Nabob. Already many such have- 
come from Meet Jaffer in terms just the same as were before used by Meer 
Gossim. 

[3.] If on the other hand a full power be given to the Nabob’s Officers 
nine of them out of ten wUl abuse it and totally obstruct the business of the 
English Gomastahs in which case a violmt Glamour is immediately raised 
on our side. 

[4.] Thus are the two Governments continually clashing and without 
the greatest moderation in the Chiefs of both it is impossible for a friendship 
to. subsist long. Upon the whole therefore I must give it as my opinion 
that our Connections in this Country arc at present on a point where they 
cannot stand. They are either too great or too little and as we have fatally 
experienced that you cannot always depend upon having a Succession of 
moderate men in your Council I must recommend it to your most serious 
consideration to provide a remedy against future Dangers of the same Nature. 
In my Letter to the Court of Directors of the 8th October last by the Royal 
George and Ashburnham I mentioned some regulations which might be 
made to prevent those frequent causes of Complaint, and a more exact 
method of enquiring into such as might happen; but I really fear that all 
those precautions would prove insufficient because the distance of some of the 
places where the Gomastahs arc employed is such that it will be almost im¬ 
possible to come at the truth so that I apprehend no remedy will be found 
effectual, but the restraining the private trade in the manner mentioned in 
my said Address unless it shall be resolved to extend the Company’s autho¬ 
rity further and render the Nabob entirely dependent and incapable of 
asserting any rights of his own Government but through yours. 

[ 5 .] We have as yet no Accounts of the arrival of the French Commi¬ 
ssaries in any part of India Commodore Tinker is at present here, but will 
leave the River and proceed to the Coast the end of next Month unless any 
new Event should make it necessary to request his longer stay; in which case 
I am persuaded of his Compliance as he has shewn the utmost readiness in 
granting every Assistance that has been asked of him for your Service. 

I am with the greatest Respect 

Fort William Honourable Sirs 

24th December 1763. Your most obt. humble Servant 

(Triplicate] Henry Van Sittart 
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LETTERS FROM COURT 
No. z —16 Jamary 1760 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Eyre Goote.manner mentioned (p. 3^ 

para 2)—Lt. Coi. Eyre Coote was to attend the Board's meetings 
primarily for military matters, but if necessary he was to be con¬ 
sulted for other important matters as well. 

No. 4 — I April 1760 

1. late repulse of the French.Fort St. George (p. 14 

para 28)—Count Lally besieged Fort St. George in December 1758. 
The detachment under Crillon took possession of the Black Town, 
but the Fort proved impregnable and with the arrival of relief 
by sea, Lally was compelled to raise the siege. 

2. Gapt. Barton’s abilities (p. 15, para 31)—Gapt. James Barton 

was appointed Master Attendant in 1757 but arrived in India over¬ 
land late in 1758 as on the way he was captured by the French. 
He was also appointed a member of the Fort William Board and 
its Select Committee, which was very much resented by other 
members. He died on 6 July 1759. 

3 . our servants at Bencoolen (p. 19, para 60)— The factory at 

Benkulen on the west coast of Sumatra was set up in 1685 to 
die the flourishing pepper trade. It was shifted to a new fortified 
site in 1714* In 1824 it was ceded to the Dutch in exchange for 
Malacca by the Treaty of London. 

4. loss of Fort St. David (p. 22, para 75)—Count Lally besieged 

it in May 1758. Mismanagement of stores and ammunition was 
largely responsible for its surrender on 2 June 1758. Lally blew 
up the fortifications and reduced the place to a heap of ruins. H. D. 
Love, Vestiges of Old Madras^ Vol. II, p. 482. 

5. exclusive perwannsds for the saltpetre (p. 23, para 77)—Salt¬ 

petre, an important ingredient in gunpowder used to be in great 
demand at all the Presidencies and in England where the Company 
was obliged by the Charter to supply the British Government 500 
tons of it aimually. Clive was able to get the monopoly, so long 
held by Khwaja Wajid, for the Company as a reward from Mir 
Ja&r for the assistance against rebelliotis chiefs in early 1758, subject 
to the annual payment of Rs. 15,000 and delivery of 2000 maunds 
to the Nawab and Rs. 10,000 to Ramnarayan, the ifaib of Patna. 
The other foreign companies were to receive a specific quota at 
a price fixed by the Company. 
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6. forces under.CSol. Forde (p. 34, para 81) —Much against 

the wishes of the other members of the Board, Clive sent a 
detachment under Col. Forde to Vizagapatam. Col. Forde defeated 
the French forces under Gcoiflans at Gondore in December 1758 
and captured Masulipatam the following April. 

7. M<qpars eon.capture of Gliandernagore 34, para 82)— 

Prince Ali Gauhar, later known as Emperor Shah Alam If, encou¬ 
raged by Mir Jafar’s rebellious chiefs, invaded Bihar in 1759 and 
besieged Patna but was thoroughly defeated by Clive who rushed 
to relief. The Prince withdrew from Bihar; among his followers 
was Jean Law de Lauriston, Chief of French factory at Saidabad 
(near Gossimbazar) who left it after the capture of Chandemagore 
by Clive and Watson on 34 March 1757, took service under Shujaud- 
Daulah, and started upon a career of wandering and adventure. 
He also joined Shah Alam in his second expedition against Bihar in 
1760, surrendered to Maj. Gamac and left India in 1762. 

8. aznaaing chicanery of the Nabob.to grant by treaty (p. 25 

para 86) —^According to the treaty of 1757 Mir Jafar was to 
grant the Company lands lying south of Calcutta. He also agreed 
to include those upto Bankibazar in the north as strongly recommen¬ 
ded by Frankland who took possession of them on behalf of the 
Company. In addition the Company demanded Amirpur pargana 
to square off its boundaries. The Nawab already faced with acute 
financial difficulties objected, but afraid of losing English help in 
future ultimately yielded and granted them the voadadari or farm 
of that pargana. A. G. Roy, Career of Mir Jafar Khan, pp, 273-4. 

9. Phirsnaund privilege (p. 39, para 102) —Refers to the farman 

obtained by the E.I. Company from the Mughal Emperor Farrukh- 
siyar in 1716, by which the Company’s import and export trade 
was exempted from duties. 

10. rotation of four Governors (p. 32, para 118)—Messrs. William 

Watts, Charles Manningham, Richard Becher and J. Z. Holv^ll 
were to act in that order, as President and Governor, each for a term 
of four months by rotation. But considering that the Company’s 
position in Bengal needed to be stabilised afier the revolution of 
1757 under Clive’s leadership, the four nominees unanimously 
renounced their position in favour of him. Thus Clive became the 
sole Governor from 26 June 1758, pending orders from the Court. 

11. i|uick stock (p. 38, para 138)—^The term connoted the liquid 

assets of the Company or the net value of the stock in trade, whereas 
**deiad stock” meant goods and other property of the Company 
^Mich did not form part of the trade, such as military stores, build- 
/ings and works etc. 
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13 . demand <mao<N>imt iti ftFranch bond (p. 41, para 156) —As 
the Court of Diiectors bad limited the amount of bills of exchange 
to be drawn on them and fixed the rate of exchange rather low the 
Company’s servants found it difficult to remit their large private 
fortunes to England, particularly after the battle of Plassey. So 
very often they resorted to making use of the French and Dutch 
Companies for this purpose. J. C. Sinha, Economic Annals of Bengal, 

13. Sqnadrona under tbe command of Mr.D’ Ache (p. 51, para 
3 10) —Comte d’Ache appointed commander of French naval 
forces for tbe East Indies in 1 757 arrived on the Coromandel Coast in 
April 1758. He was defeated by Admiral Pocock off Negapatam 
as well as Tranquebar. Though Lally requested him for help 
in the attack on Madras, be refused and sailed for the Isle of France. 
There he appropriated the money intended for Pondicherry, refitted 
his fleet and arrived back in Indian waters in September 1759. 
He was once again beaten by Pockock off Fort St. David, to which 
reference has been made here, went to Pondicherry to deliver 
supplies and despite Tally’s protests, left for the Isle of France never 
to return. G. B. Malleson, History of the French in IndiUy pp. 503, 510-r, 
531-2. 536, 54 *. 554 . 557 - 

No. 5—5 November 1760 

I. George the Thirdi.King of Great Britain, France and 

Ireland (p. 53, para 1) —The British King, besides being King of 
Great Britain and Ireland, was also titular King of France from 
Edward III to George III who discontinued tbe style in 1801. 
A. B. Keith, Constitutional LaWy p. 127. 

No. 6—31 December 1760 

1 . Gombroon Market (p. 58, para so) —Old name in European 

documents for modern Bandar Abbas or Abbasi in the Persian 
Gulf. Shah Abbas after expelling tbe Portuguese with £. 1 . Com¬ 
pany’s aid and destroying the island city of Hormuz chose the little 
fishing village of Gombrun for diverting the trade and population of 
Hormuz and renamed it as Bandar Abbas. The Company’s factory 
there, set up m 1625, did not flourish much owing to Anglo-Dutcb 
rivalry. In 1759 it was attacked and burnt by the French under 
Count D’Estaing. Though later restored, it was fotmd to be un¬ 
profitable and was withdrawn to Basra in 1763. A. T. Wilson 
The Persian Gulf pp. ii, 140-1, 151-2, 177-8, 188-9. 

2. Admiral Steevena (p. 68, para 70) —^Admiral Charles Steevens, 

second in command of H.M. Squadron in tbe East Indies arrived 
in India in the beginning of 1758. Tbe Court appreciated bis 
services in the naval operations against the French on the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast by passing a resolution on 20tb June 1759. After 
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Pocock’s deoarture in 1760 be became the naval G. iti C. and co> 
operated with Coote in capturing Pondicherry. He died the follow¬ 
ing year. 

3* dievaller otiherways Count Grillon (p. 68, para 75) —Chevalier 
de Grillon, descendant of an aristocratic family, was one of the chief 
lieutenants of Lally. In the French attack on Madras he succeeded 
in occupying the Black Town, but was thwarted by Bussy’s non-co- 
operation in further moves. He also played an important part 
in bringing back to duty mutinous French soldiers at Wandiwash. 
Later be led a successful expedition to Srirangam. Malleson, op. 
cit., pp. 510, 537, 560, 561. 

No. 8 —13 March 1761 

I. Seats tfiroMduDg obstacles.interfering with their interest 

(p. 77, para 36) —^The difficulties encountered by the Company in 
having their currency accepted by the public at large can be de¬ 
duced from the refusal of Charles Douglas, a free merchant under 
the Company’s protection, to accept the payment of his bond in 
Calcutta sikkas. His reason was that “his fortune would be daily 
exposed to being curtailed from 5 to 10 per cent at the pleasure of 
Jagat Seth who has the sole management of the current money of 
the country and can always make it fluctuate in such a manner as he 
sees convenient for his purpose”. Murshidabad District Gazetteer^ 
pp. 6 i-2 . 

3. dismal consequences..... .with Mahmud Ally Gawn (p. 79, 

para 44)—^The war with the French in the Carnatic though finan¬ 
ced by the Company was actually at the expense of Muhammad 
Ali of Arcot with the result that by 1761 he owed a debt of 8 million 
pagodas to the Company. 

3. unhappy fate of Mr. Southby_massacred there by the 

Burmars [Burmese] (p. 80, para 48) — ^To check French designs 
on Burma the Company occupied Negrais (modern Haingyyi 
Island) at the mouth of the Bassein river, in 1753. King Alaungpaya 
formally ceded it in 1757 in return for help against his enoxiies. 
Its climate was unhealthy, there was little prospect of profitable 
trade, and the Company contemplated its abandonment. Mean¬ 
while the Bang suspected the British of helping the Mons, his in¬ 
veterate enemies, and massacred all its inhabitants including the 
Chief Gapt. W. H. Southby. The settlement was completely des¬ 
troyed on 5 October 1759. D.G.E. Hall, Burma, pp. 80-6. 

4. Nabob’s grant to him of the annual rent (p. 81, para 54) — 

For services rendered in establishing peace in Bihar in 1759, Mir 
hifhr granted to Clive the annual quit-rent of 24-PRrganas which 
he had earlier ceded to the Company. It amounted to £ 30,000 
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a yittir; the aecoptanoe this acMsaUed j«gir Hter involved Clive 
in aarimboidus debate wth the O.W. Foircst, Life of 

IjM Cfiw, Vol, II, pp, 139^46. 

5. Mr. Sc|»llhm (p. 94, para 111) —Luke Scraflon, 'assistant and later 

membwofCounc’l at Dacca was deputed to Sirajud-Daulah in 1757 
for negotiations. He played an important role in dealings with 
Mir Jafkr too, and vras later appointed Resideoit at Murshldabad. 
He was also a member of the Fort William Board. In 1769 he was 
appointed one of the 3 Commissioners for mporintending the Com* 
pany*! affairs in India* but was lost at sea along %vith others on the 
Auroret. His Befleetvuu ot$ tie GovemmetU of IndosUm published in 1763 
is a valuable contemporary account. 

6 . diamonda are brought home... .tvithout having been regia* 

tered (p. 99, para 140}—^For the Company’s servants the only legiti¬ 
mate way of remitting private fortunes to England was either to 
draw bills on the £.1. or foreign companies or to send diamonds on 
which duty had to be paid. To evade duty the servants often sought 
to send the diamonds clandestinely. Even Clive was charged with 
it though he strongly refined it. J. G. Sinba, op, cU, 

No. 9—6 Mqy 1761 

1. Emprefp Qpeen, whoae riewa ... .cannot be astaily terminated 

(p. 102, para 12) —At the beginning of 1761 both Austria and 
France were anxious for peace but l^arina Elisabeth of Russia 
insisted on ‘the essential and permanent crippling of the King of 
Prussia’ prior to any pacific overtiures. She firmly opposed a truce 
though not averse from a peace congress sitting while the war still 
went on. Cambridge Modem History, Vol. VI, p. 327. 

2. Count D’ Eataign (p. 104, para 17) —Comte d’Estaing, one of the 

principal ofiicers of Lally, arrived in India at the beginning of 1758. 
H<r took part in the capture of Gudalur and Devikota ; he was taken 
prisQuer during the Frepch attack on Fort St. George, but was re¬ 
leased on parole. While ostensibly proceeding to Europe via Basra 
he attacked the Company’s factory at Bandar Abbas in the Persian 
Gulf. He was afterwards exchanged for the Civilians captiured there. 
Later he took part in the French expedition to America. Malleson, op. 
eii., pp. 516, 522, 537; Wilson, op. cit., p. 177} S, P. Sen, TheFren^ 
in India, p. 227. 

No. i«—19 Jime 

I. PondjcherryhfMilQt bom mAteriilUy re]loved(p. 107, para 7)— 
After his defimt at Wapdiwash in Jan. ^760 Lally withdrew to Pon¬ 
dicherry. The towh was blockaded by the English sg successfully 
that Lally remaiked, “Pondicherry without rooney,|v 4 thout ships, 
and without evpa provi»i(?n-S be given up for lost”, However 
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in sj^te of the noa'OCH>peration of (the Qoimcil there he desperately 
tried to proloii^ the ddb^e till the arrival of d'Ache whose squadron 
was daily expected. But d'Ache wai ordered by the l^ench Govt, 
to rmain at Bourbon in view of an expected attach up(»k it. No 
advantage was taken of a storm in D»%mber which scattoed the 
English squadron lying in the roads. Finally when all supplies 
were exhausted, Pondicherry surrendered on i6th January 1761. 
Malleson, op. nV.,pp. 564-78. 

No. II—30 September 1761 

1. in poaaeaaion of Surat with tea xovesmea (p. 119, ps^ra 16)— 

Among the perquisites of the Sidi of Juijira w'ere included a portion 
of the revenues of Surat amouhting to £ 36,000 per amum for per¬ 
forming the duties of the office of the Nfughal Admiral. The town 
of Surat was actually governed by a Nawab appointed by the Mughal 
emperor. There were constant disputes between the two, fur¬ 
ther aggravated by the attempts of the Marathas and the Company 
to excercise control over Surat the revenues of which both coveted. 
In 1759 by affording naval assistance to the Nawab, the Company 
secured by treaty the office of the Mughal Admiral along with its 
perquisites. The treaty was later confirmed by the Mughal 
emperor. C. R. Low, History of Indian Navy, Vol. I, pp. 144-51; G. S. 
Sardesai, New History of the Marathas, Vol. 11 , p. 314. 

2. a Nephew of the SMiawzada to oppose him (p. 117, para 2) — 

Possibly this is a reference to Shah Jidxan 11 , grandson of Kambaksh 
(Aurangzeb’s youngest son) who was set up as an emperor for 
9 months by Imad-ul-mulk Ghaziud-Din, the Vazir, after murdering 
Emperor Alamgir 11 . Jadimath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, 
Vol. II, p. 178. 

No. 12—23 December 1761 

1, disability oar late servants upon the West Coast may be under 

(p. 122, para 18)—The ‘disability* of the Company's servants on 
the west coast of Sumatra was due to the French capture of British 
settlements there. See para 16 of the Court’s letter dated 6 May 1761 
in this connection. The settlements were restored to the Company 
by the Treaty of Paris, 1763. 

Na. 14—19 February 

I. F. Maand (p. 132, para 13) —Factory maund. Factory weights 
were used by the English factories in Bengal, to save calculation 
in the home renuttances of produce, 3 factory hUAlndS beh^ ailmost 
equtd' (q 2 Hi^dredwd^dt sv6irdt^te. Some Calcntek ntetdhants 
dveh' the' G^. tO' lue tfaeid till late in 

tie )!^th cedhitf. HLvlUeit ieip' ood^^ertbqr foiclbry weights into 
j^^ird''Wbightsdi^^Mlh t8i^'^fsUbiddedito>£rlripi-m Indian 
JaaH^ies hy FHdsi^ axdS 'Fhoffias', Vdl'. H, pp. 316^ 
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9. Kitag «f thcrBvniiarE (p. 137, para 34) —King Alaungpaya died 
in May 1760 and was succeeded by hu son Naungdawgyi (1760-63). 
Gapt. Walter Alves was deputed to him by the Company to demand 
the punishment of die perpetrators of the Negrais massacre. He 
rehtsed to consider it but being in need of munitions on account of 
constant rebellions, urged the resumption of trade relations. How¬ 
ever, as Burma trade did not pay and there was no fear of revival of 
the French influence there the Company’s earlier decision to sever all 
relations with Burma was confirmed, and Gapt. Alves effected com¬ 
plete evacuation by 1763. Hail, op. cit.^ pp. 87-8. 

3. Ensign Stable’s... .Gallant behavioar against the Barackpore 
Rajah (p. 148, para 99)—The rajah of Kharagpur (wrongly 
mentionmlhere as Barackpore), a rebellious zantindar in Monghyr 
district, phmdered some valuables of Miran. Ensign John Stables 
who was directed to punish him promptly reduced the rajah’s palace 
to ashes. It was much appreciated by Gol. Gaillaud and the Fort 
William Board. Stables also distinguished himself later in the battle 
ofBuxar. Select Committee Proceedingsy 1760, pp. 151, 175-6; Secret 
Prouedings, 1764, Vol. 2A, p. 657; Vol. 19, p. 571. 

No. 33—9 March 1763 

I. Snnnnds being sent by the King to the Nabob for the three 
Provinces (p. 189, para 54) —Shah fAlam was not satisfied with 
Rs. 4 lakhs offered by Mir Qasim for the sanMs of Subahdari of Ben¬ 
gal, Bihar and Orissa. Mir Qasim accused Gol. Goote and Maj. 
Gamac of deliberately thwarting him in order to obtain the Diwani 
for the Company. When called to Calcutta Goote and Gamac 
explained that Shah Alam on his own bad offered the Dtiodni to the 
Company. Thereupon Vansittart assured Mir Qasim that the 
Company would not deviate from their treaty with him. Calendar of 
Persian Correspondence, Vol. I. 

s. Mr. Van Staden’s demands (p. 190, para 57)—^De Van Staaden, 
an attorney of Adrian 3 isdom, Dutch Director of C^insura, had 
requested that his claim to compensation for the loss of some opium 
chests belonging to him during the capture of Calcutta be properly 
represented to the Court of {Directors. Press List of Asment'Docments 
obtmned from the India Office, Vol. VI, p. 38. 

3. present to the King of Pegbe (p. 190, para 60) —It was actually 
meant for the Burmese King Naimgdawg^ but was received on his 
behalf by the Viceroy of Pegu, a near relatione^ the Kihgi Mkhae! 
Symet, An account of an'Emb<^^ to the Kingdom of Ava, pp. 56^ flo, 63. 

Nob 1763. 

I. Mfrb Daplsinin his Mdtoolr (p. 907, para 3) —This [re^ to Mem- 
dire pour Le Sieur Dupleix centre la Con^ftagme des Indes (Memorandum 
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(row against thp Frqpp^ Ck>ntt|»?iy) publi¬ 

shed in >759 by Dupleix in vin<WU(n> of bis polipy dtiring his 
goyenstocship of P(»sc)icb«ny. On p. aig of the puJ^ioation are 
listed French possessions in India b^bre the War of Austrhm Succes¬ 
sion, and the subsequmt pages give m detail tjoritiRriai acquisitions 
made thereafter and the revenues thereof. 

a. Mnatafendiig (p.307, para 4) —Muzaifar Jang, grandson of Nizam. 
ul-Mulk. When Nasir Jang his unde and of the Deccan 

was killed in a battle in December 1750, he bacame the Subahdar 
with the help of Dupleix and Chanda Sahib the aspirant to the 
throne of the Carnatic. He then coniinned the territorial grants 
made to the French, which induded, besides lands and villages 
around Karikal, Masulipatam and the island of Divy. He was 
murdered by his dissatisfied chieftains in February 1751. 

3. fofwr Provinces Granted them by Salabm; Zing (p.207, para 4)— 
Salabat Jang, brother of Nasir Jang and unde of Muzafiar Jang 
became the Subahdar of the Deccan on the latter’s murder in 1751. 
Afraid of the treacheries of the court, the hostility of the Maratbas 
and the rivalry of his brothers he leaned heavily on the support of 
Bussy and granted him in 1753, four of |thc Northern Sarkars viz. 
Rajahmundry, Chicacoie, Ellore and Chmtoor, for maintenance of 
the French troops. He ceded the same Sarkars to the English 
after Col. Forde’s victory over the French at Masulipatam in 1759. 
H. Dodwell, Dupleix and Clives pp. 86,91, lot. 

No. 38 —27 April 1763, Enclosure 

1 . the War the Company has-and the Insurgents in Ceylon (p.221) 

—^Whilc the Dutch East India Company controlled the cOastal towns 
and the cinnamon regions of Ceylon, the King of Kandy reigned 
supreme in the mountainous intopior and commanded allegiance 
from the noblemen of the plains. In 1760-61, aggrieved by the 
Dutch refiml of freedom of trade from his last remaining ports 
of Chilaw and Puttalam, King Kirtisri openly joined the rising of the 
cinnamon-peelers (knownasChalias) whom hehad secretly encoura¬ 
ged earlier against the Dutch. The English tried to fish In troubled 
waters by sending a mission to Kandy under John Pybus in 1762 
but failed, and the Dutch consolidated their position by 1766. 
Cembridge History of India, Vol. V, pp. 51, 541.3, 400-1^ 

No, ap—13 May 1763 

I, proviiices granted us by Cossim Ally Qavm (p. 9 i 22 , para 7) — 
Districts of Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong. On the outbreak 
of war with the Company Mir Qasim demanded 4 helr restitution 
together with their rent for 3 years. Nandalal CSiattegae, IdSr Qasim, 





579 


N«. ^ Dmfniber 1763 

t. aitlaAaltb (p. 237, para 53)—^License^luty: derived from Spanish 
and Portuguese mduito meaning exeniption, privilege, license; 
hratorically, a duty paid to the King of Spain or Portugal on imported 
goods. 

a. TIm Dnteh Comn^sawplM.nOtt* of the Points In dispute 

have been adjusted (p. 237, para 54)—The points in dispute were: 
(i) the purpose of the armament sent to Bengal from Batavia in 
June 1759, (ii) British monopoly in saltpetre and its ehect on Dutch 
freedom of trade and (iii) mutual recriminations between the 
gumasbtas of both companies respecting cloth investment. Original 
manuscript papers relating to these negotiations are available with 
the Goethals Indian Library, St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta. Indian 
Historical Becords Commission Proceedings, Vol.V, pp. 104-18. 

LETTERS TO COURT 


No. 1 —1 January 1760 

1. Monsient' Moradn ..at Gaagaxtl lu a most distress’d condl- 

tiom (p. 249) —Leon Moracin, French agent at Masulipatam, was 
placed by Bussy in charge of Northern Sarkars ceded by Salabat 
Jang in ! 754. Along with Bussy he too was recalled by Lally in 
1758. In 1759-60, he was ordered to relieve French commander 
Conflans besieged at Masulipatam by Col. Forde. Birt he arrived 
too late, and finding the place already captured proceeded to Ganjam. 
Malleson, op. cit., pp. 381, 505, 546, 550. 

2. Gapt. Fischer (p. 249) —Christian Fischer, a Swiss national, was 

in Danish service but joined the Madras army in 1753. In the ex¬ 
pedition to Northern Sarkars in 1758-59 he led the detachment which 
stormed Masulipatam. He also participated in war with Shah 
Alam in 1760. On account of his nationality he was superseded 
and given only a brevet rank throughout his career. Maj. V. C. P. 
Hodson, List o'f Officers of Bengal Army, part II, p. 183; Public Letter 
to Court, 16 Jan. 1761, para 143. 

No. 4 —*3 February 1760 

1. Perrin’s Gardens (p. 252, para 6) —Perrin’s Garden used to be a 

sort of exclusive promenade for the Company’s servants at Calcutta. 
Being much out of repairs it was sold to Mr. Holwell in i 75 ** Pr®" 
sumably there was some arrangement with him whereby the Com¬ 
pany could use it for its gunpowder fectory. J. Long, Selections from 
UnpubUsked Records relating to Bengal, Vol. I, p. 37. 

2. aaaistsutce receiv’d from... Fnltak (p. 253, para 13) —On Sirajud- 

Daulah’s attack of Calcutta in June 1756, Governor Drake, many 
members of the Board and several others deserted Fort William 



580 


LETTERS TO COURT 


and took refuge at Falta, a nearby village on the Hopgbly. But 
they were hardly in a position to help Clive or «tb^ had 

no arms, little provisions and mttcb sickness. Even Maj. Kilpa- 
tric’s detachment sent from Madras immediately <m the outbreak 
of hostilities, became unfit for duty owing to sickness. S.C. HUl, 
Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. I, pp. cix-cx, cxiii, cxxvii-viii; Gapt. A. 
Broome, Histoty of the Rise and Progress the Bengtd Armyt Vol. I, 

PP- 73 . 79. 

3. Commissiofliera of Reatitatioa (p. 254, para 20) —^By the treaty 

dated 12 February 1757 Mir Jafar agreed to give 77 lakhs of rupees 
as compoisation “for the effects plundered” from the inhabitants 
of Calcutta during its capture by Sirajud-Daulah. The distribution 
was done by the Fort William Board through officials who verified 
the claims of lost property and made suitable disbursements. These 
officials were known as Commissioners of Restitution. 

4. Subab’s late conduct...with the Dutch (p. 255, para 28I —^This 

view that Mir Jafar secretly encouraged the arrival of the Dutch 
fleet in the Hooghly in 1759, though supported by Warren Hastings 
(then Resident at Murahidabad) in his letter to Clive dt. 12 Nov. 
1759. Holwell in his Memorial and Jean Law in his Memoire^ 
seems to be an afterthought on the part of the Board. For, in then- 
ear Her letter to Court dt. 22 Oct. 1759 they informed that Mir 
Jajpar was not aware of Dutch activities. Roy, op. cit., pp. 183-5; 
K.K. Datta, The Dutch in Bengal and Bihar, 1740-1825 A.D., 
pp. 52-4; F.W.-LH.C., Vol. II, p. 433. 

5. Affidr of Kissendas (p. 256, para 31) —Rajballabh, the diwan 

of Dacca, apprehending troubles with Sirajud-Daulah, sent his son 
Krishna Das to Calcutta with treasure and secured English asylum. 
Refusal to surrender him to Sirajud-Daulah gave rise to reports 
that this was owing to bribes received by certain members of the 
Board. The Court ordered an enquiry but Holwell the suspected 
member, Krishnadas, as well as his father, all denied the allegation. 
Hill, op. dt,, vol. I, pp. x'iv-xlvii, 207, 279; F.W,-I.H.C.,Vo\. II, 
pp. xlii, 157, 452-3, 481. 

6 . Sum stipulated by the Rajah for the Payment of the Troops 

(p. 259, para 34)—^Refers to Anandraj 1 Gajapati,Raja of Viziana- 
garam who bad joined Col. Forde’s expedition against the French 
in the Northern Sarkars. He bad agreed to pay Rs. 56,000 per 
month for the field expenses of the Company’s ai;my. Select Com-- 
mittee Proceedings, 15 January 1759. 

7. the Dutch were iuvolv*d in grmt troubles with the Mallays 

(^.*259, para 35)—In 1755 the Sultan of Johore (a Malayan state) 
/ Secured the assistance of the Dutch at Malacca, to countcf the domi¬ 
nation of the Bugis, a tribe wigmally of Malay stock but regarded 
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by the Malayans as intruders, This alliance led to open warfare 
b^twe^ the Dutch and the Bugis. In 1758 the Bugis concluded 
poa^y acknowledging the sovereignty of the Johorc Sultan and 
^ftming Dutch ' claims of monopoly in tin trade, ^ut on the 
^th of the Johore Sultan in 1760 tney regained effective control. 

csumably the reference is to this Dutch-Bugis contest for power in 
Malayan states. J. Kennedy, A msiory of Afalt&a, pp. 54,64. 

No. 6—3 Mardi 1760 

I. The Dutch...late Treaty concluded with the Nabob (p. 262, 
para 9I—On 28th November 1759 Mir Jafar’s spn Miian marched 
against the Dutch. Through Clive’s inteivcnticn, however, an 
ap-eement was effected whereby : (11 the Dutch were never to cons¬ 
pire for war, enlist troops, or raise fortifications, (iil were to retain 
only 125 European soldiers for their factories and (iiil were to send 
away their ships and remaining troops immediately. Violation of 
any of the terms could subject them to total expulsicn. This treaty 
was ratified on 5th December 1759. Datta, op. at., pp. 65-6; 
Roy, op. ciu, pp. 192-3. 

2. The Morottoea...advanced under the Command of Soobabnt 
frwn Oriaa into this Province (p. 262, para lol—Sbivaram 
Bhat Sathe was appointed Maratba Governtr of Orissa by Raja 
Janoji Bhonsle of Nagpur in 1756. By an agi cement in 1751 Ali- 
vardi Khan was to pay chauth and Sbivaram Bhat advanced to Mid- 
napore to demand it but had to retire owing to the piesence of the 
English army. In 1760 when the English acquired Midnapore 
district bordering on the Maratba province of Orissa there were 
clashes betwe^ the Maratbas and the Company. Shivaiam Bhat 
(mw again invaded Midnapore in 1761, but was unsuccessful. 
While the new Nawab Mir Qasim refused to pay ohauth he also 
rqected English proposals for invading Orissa. In 1763 Sbivaram 
Bhat wanted to support him against the Company, but could not 
do so owing to Bhonsic’s opposition. The English succeeded in get¬ 
ting him dismissed by the Bhonsle in 1764. Harekrushna Mahtab, 

pp* 4*2-5; l-M. R.C. Proceedings, Vol. 
AAXVI, pt. II, pp. 117.9; Roy, op. cit., 1 p. 156-61. ' 


No. 9 —12 November 1760 

T«..y (p. ,73. par. 4)_I„ April .760 
MirJafaraccuKd the Dutch of ho«U. desigt.., invested their fac- 
tory at Cossimbazar and demanded 50 lakhs of rupees. He was 
not rwdy to accept 71 tons of gold offered by the Dutch. Finally 
Vansittart intervened and a new treaty consisting of 11 articles was 
concluded on 23 Aug. 1760. It reaffirmed the treaty of Dec. 1750 
and additionaUy provided for the inspection of Dutoh military stores 
and men at Ghinsura and other factories; also Dutch ships were net 
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to tOme up beyohd Ksllpi) Falta or Mayapon*. Mit Ja&r on his part 
to protect Dutch ttade, to oontinut thiiir mint privileges, 
to Stop their tribute in respect of saltpetre and finally, not to ask for 
any tieW payments. SgUtt CotturdttM PraOediHgSt 35 August 1760; 
Datta, 0 p. rit.,pp. 71*5; l^oy, rt(.,pp. 

No. ti— ti January lyfii 

I. striMigiy au|i{H»rtad fey CSonudae dawni I^ulwatialBg (p. 276, 
para 5)—^Kamgar Khan, an Afghan of Main clan and zamindar 
of Narhat-Semai in Gaya Dist. had been arrested by Mir Ja far 
for his rebellious conduct. To avenge this humiliation he supported 
Shah Alam in his repeated invasions of Bihar (1759-61). tie failed, 
however, in his attempt on Murshidabad, was defeated by Col. 
Champion and dismissed from Shah Alam’s service in 1761. Under 
English pressure Mir Q,isim tried to subjugate him but decided to 
enlist his undoubted military ability and experience against the 
English in 1763. He was to make incursions into feirbhum, but on 
hearing of Mir Qasim^s defeat at Udhua Nala he retired to his 
Z'miniari. He died in 1764. Gholam Hossein Seir Mutaqhenn, 

Vol. II, pp. 264, 332, 345-6, 405, 492-5; Sarkar, op. cit., II, pp. 537, 
511, 5^2-3; P.O. Roy Ghaudhury, Gaya District Gazetteer, pp. 1^0-2. 

Raja Pahlwan Singh, a powerful zamindar of Shahabad 
district had also defied Mir Jafar, but Was reconciled to him by Clive 
in 1738. The following year, however, suspecting Mir Jafai’s in¬ 
to ations he j )iacd Shah Alam’s first invasion of Bihar, and was again 
brought to terms by Clive. In 1762 driven out by Mir Qasim he took 
refuge in Oudh. Ghjlam Hossein, op. cit. II, pp. 320, 329-30, 
425; Roy, op. cit., pp. 135-6. 

No. 13— iS January 1761 

I. Majot Yovke,.against the Bierboou Rajah (p. 298, para 

103)—^saduz-zamln Khan, a powerful zamindar of BIrbhum, 
was against Mir Jafar’s deposition and became particularly he siile 
when the new NaWab Mir Q^sim demai ded from him a special 
Contribution in addition to the usual revenue. To chastise him Mir 
Qasim sent a force under Muhammad Khan and Gurgin Khan, but 
the ill-organised troops of the Nawab could not succeed against the 
guerilla tactics employed by the ^amindar. Finally it was Maj. 
Martin Yorkc who brought him to terms. Gholam Hossein, o/&. nT, 
II. PP- 393 -^: C.P.C., I, pn. 37, 40, 56. 

?. Moots Language (p. 304, para 131) —Term by which Hindustani 
language was commonly known in the i8th century. For instance, 

■ Capt. George Hadley’s grammar of Hindustani published in 1772 
bore the title, ‘Grammatical Remarks on the Practical ar.d Vulgar 
Dialect of the Indostan language commonly called Moors with a 
Vocabulrfty [..] English and Moorsb Henry Yule and A.G. Burnell, 
Hakpir^Jobson, 
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N«* «i I761 

1. littgebiillikb (p. 365, pdi'a 59)»>-A little later Rajballabh had trouble 
with Ellis, Chief of Patna factory when the latter, without permis- 
sioft, sent a party of sepoys to search European deserters reported to 
be hidlttf in Monghyr fort. Shortly afterwards Mir Qasitn arrested 
hitti for failing to pay Rs. 40 lakhs, and confiscated bis property. He 
along with many other prisoners, was put to death by drowning by 
Mir Qasim on his flight from Monghyr. C.P.C., I, pp. 15a, 1 59, 168, 
a6o} Gholam Hossein, op. eit., II, pp. 431, 492. 

No. 31 — 30 October 1 762 

I. Byaram (p. 454, para 114)—Biaram, an agent of the Company had 
earlier been found to Le acting as a sort of vakil to the Nawab on 
behalf of many other persons. He had applied to the Nawab for 
the grant ofopium monopoly to the English without permission from 
the President and Council, He was believed to have belonged 
to Nandakumar’s party and was imprisoned for subversive 
activities. C.P.C., I, pp. 66, 84, 173. 

No. 3*—13 December 1762 

I. MahomedAly fp. 462, para 12)—Muhammad Ali Beg, Faujdar of 
Dacca. Oh account of constant complaints of the English against 
him Mir Qasim sent for him and promised to punish him if found 
guilty. MeanwhilehewasseizedbytheEnglishandscntto Calcutta. 
Strangely enough, he was presented with a kkilat there, possibly 
to please Mir Jafar, the newly appointed Nawab. Mirjafar, how’- 
ever, removed him from the charge of Dacca and gave it to Reza 
Khan. C.P.C., I, pp. 205, 213, 228, 231-2. 

No. 34— 14 February 1763 

I . Shaw Aulum and Shuja Dowla.. .conquests they made last year 
upon the Morattas (p. 473, para 27)—Taking advantage of the 
defenceless state of Bundelkhand and north Malw'a w’here the 
Maratba dominion had corsiderably w'eakened following their 

disasteratPanipat, Shah Alamled byShujaud-Daulah, was able to 

re-establish his rule there in 1762. Sarkar, op. cit., II, pp. 543 " 4 ‘ 

No. 35 —iB April 176$ 

1 . Nabo[b’s] Phoustlar at Rangamatty (p. 482, para i o)—Sayyid Jalal 

Bukhari. He was sent to Mir Qasim at Monghyr r.nd his diwan 
was asked to officiate in the meanwhile. C.P.C., I, pp. i 9 ^- 7 > 216- 

2. Syed Buddie Cawn (p. 483, para 10) —Sayyid Badal Khan placed 

before the Board Muhammad Ali Beg’s orders in original. The 
Boardappearstohavcabsolvcdhim,fbrshortly afterwardshe becams 
FattjVarof Hooghly. C.P.C.,T, pp. 205, 231. 
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3. Resoltttioas relative to t&e Bnrbunna Gfite maA Gange(|^. 483*4, 

para i3)~Barhanna gate, a small wicket between tbe i^fcsjlern gate 
and the river side of Patna and conveniently situated for the traffic 
of the factory servants had been shut up on Mir Qasim’s orders. 
Ellis, Chief of Patna factory, had always protested against its closure 
though Vansittart had agreed to it. Now the majority in the Board 
resolved to ask the Nawab to open the gate. As regards the ganj^ 
a grain-market in Colonelganj, Patna, which had grown up without 
any sanction from the Company or the Nawab, the Board unani¬ 
mously approved of its abolition. H. Vansittart, Narrative of 
the Transactions in Bengal, Vol.II, pp. 174-6,289-308. 

4. Naib at Tadjipore (p. 487, para 27) —Akbar Ali, naib of Tajpur in 

Purnea district. Ellis refused to release him without orders from 
the Board. In retaliation Mir Q,asim sent a body of troops and 
the Company’s gumashta at Tajpur was seized, though he was later 
released. C.P.C., I, pp. 199-200, 206;Vansittart, op. cit., Ill, pp. 35-6- 

1,0. 37—18 April 1763 

I. The Injury done me by Mr. Batson...in a particular manner 

(p. 504, para 2)—Stanlake Batson accused Vansittart of having prior 
knowledge of the contents of the alleged correspondence between 
Mir Qasim and Khwaja Petruse, and challenged him to deny it 
on oath. Though Vansittart took the oath he felt deeply offended, 
and recorded that it was *a very improper method of proceeding, 
that any member of the Board should be put to his oath on any oc¬ 
casion,excepting where the law requires it, and that the word of every 
member of the Board should be regarded as an oath.’ H. Vansittart-, 
Original Papers relative to the Disturbances in Bengal, Vol.II, pp. 176-7. 

No. 39— 2 May 1763 

I . address from the Nabob.. .made a translatioa (p. 506, para 1) — 
See No. 38, dated 21 st April 1763 in Translations of Persian Letters 
Received, Jan.-Sept. 1763, pp. 54-9. Therein Mir Qasim briefly 
explains how he became the Nawab, and how he fulfilled his financial 
obligations, accuses Company’s servants of violating his agreement 
with Vansittart regarding private inland trade and seeks justice 
from the Court of Directors. 

No. 49—29 September 1763 

1. the Governor (p. 523, para 28) — Mir Muhammad Mahdi Khan. 
In the beginning of 1763 Mir Q^sim recalled him from command 
of troops at Shahabad and appointed him Governor of Patna in 
plach of Raja Naubat Rai vdtom he found unable to cope with a 
/^rson like Ellis. Gholam Hossein, op. at., II, p. 449. 
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Abdullah, keeper of ammali, 32. 

Accountant, gratuity, 309. 

Accountants, to btf trained in India, 33. 

Accounts, £.1. Coy’s, 262>3; Court on ir> 
regularities, 42-6i 94-6; to be prepared 
only by covenanted servants, 39; of 
compensation to £uropeans and other 
commitments by Nawab of Bengal, 
143-5, 289-90, 293-5, 367, 4S0-1; main¬ 
tenance, 145-6, 347, 382, 400, 405, 
556; of payments to King’s army, 173, 
198, 201, 379-80; of Pr.;war prisoners, 
201-2; transmission, 202,422, 463; of 
Fort William fortiOcation, 296, 406; 
funds for investment, 333; of Goy’s se^ 
vants, 380-2; of receipts and expenditure 
of Bengal Presidency, 472; see atso dills 
of Exchange; Bonds; Restitution Fund; 
Treasure. 

Ache (D’Ache, D’Asche), Comte d’, Ff. 
naval commander, 51, 69, 103; note on, 
573. 

Achilles (Ft. man-of-war), captured, 114. 

Acquilon (H. M. ship), 113. 

Adanu, Ensign John, 445. 

Adams, Maj. Thomas, campaign against 
Mir Q,ashn, xxix-xxx, 526-7, 532, 
537, 564; praised, xxxii, 528-9; invests 
Serampore Danish factory, xli-ii, 497-8, 
500-1; attends F. W. Board meeting, 
481; to collect saltpetre, 511; and passim. 

—Secy to, see Grant, Lt John. 

Adamson, Benjamin, cadet, 5; Lt Fire¬ 
worker, dead,376. 

Admiral Poeock (ship), 439. 

Admiral Watson (ship), 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
48, 49, 63, 219, 221, 228, 282, 347, 
355, 397, 411, 412, 416, 430, 431,432, 
455,460; Court’s instructions re., 231-2, 

—Capt.,s«« Fowke, Capt. Francis; Blewitt, 
Capt. John. 

Affleck, Capt.-, of the Panther, 7, 46, 

Affleck, John, cadet, 127. 

Aga Nazam, see Aqa Muhammad Nizam- 

Aghan (month in Hindu calmtdar corres¬ 
ponding tio Novembcr-Deccmbcr), 290. 

Ahmuty, Arthur, cadet, 5'; Ensign, 376. 

Ajax (ship), 249, 250, 251, 260, 280; cap¬ 
ture, 103. 

—Capt.,m Lindsay, Capt. G.; Maitland, 
Capt. Patrick. 

Akbar AU> noth at Tajpuk^; seized; xxii, 487; 
note on', 584.' 

Albion (slup), 226. 

Aiding cultiva'd^ WB, 423. 

AJdi (village),‘xx&, 207. 


Alexander Johnston & co., 20. 

Allapeens (kind of piecegoods), 57, 542. 

Allen, Capt. John, of the Duke of Dorset, 
110,262. 

Alston, Lt George, dead, 375. 

America (H. M. ship), 7, 46; dismast^, 
331. 

Amin (revenue or judicial official), 417. 

Aminchand (Omichaund), xv; bequests, 
xliv-v, 424. 

Ammunition, see Arms and Ammunition. 

Amphlett,-, factor, 522; killed, 550. 

Amphlett, Thomas, writer, traiuferred to 
Bengal, 87; in charge of Fort William 
fortiHcatioh, 137-8, 297; Engineer, 198; 
Captain’s commission, 199,^373 ; resigna¬ 
tion, 2 38, 5445 ,550; commended, ?343-6, 
372; Resident at Murshidabad, 485. 

Amyand, George, Director ofE.I. Coy, 52, 
70, 71, 219, 225; member of Secret 
Committee ,219,226. 

Amyatt, Peter, disapproves Mir "Jafar’s 
deposition, xvii 324; prbpdies demand 
of 20 lakhs from Mir Qasim, xix, 421; 
deputation to Mir Qasim, xxi-iii .xxiv, 
484,. 485, 487, 488-90, 505, 515-8; pro¬ 
posed return to Calcutta, xxv, xxv, 
518-9; Chief of Patna factory, xxxvi 
118; member of Select Committee, 3,4, 
85,246,310,329;memberofF.W. B^rd, 
71,275,277; Sccondin Council,84,105; 
member of Fort William defence com¬ 
mittee, 85; discovers Pearkes’ frauds, 
87; role in Ramnarayan affair, 171; 
member of Committee of New Lands, 
194; gets refund of loan to Mir Jafar, 
294; comes to Calcutta, 303; Collector 
(of Rents and Revenues), 371-2; on taxes 
in Kharijuri Pargania, 418-9; killed, 
xxvii, 512, 522-3, 550; praised, 532; 
smd ^sim. 

Anandaraj I, G^apati, Raja of Vizianag- 
ram, 259; note on; 580. 

Anandiram Kapdrdas (Anundeeram Cop- 
perce)’, 450. 

Anchors, 18, 183,234,360. 

Anderson, WilKam, surgeon, prisoner at 
Patna, 523; journal, 565. 

Andrews, Jobii, ihember of Madras Coun¬ 
cil,65. 

Annin, see Lord Anson. 

Apollo (yacht), 356. 

AVja Muhamthad Nizain (Agk Nazam), 
seized, xxi, 483, 488. 

Aratoon (Ariratoon), Mi|, Sofia, 40-1, 311. 

Ar^itects, paucit^ of, 373'. 
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Arcot, Madras, sanad for, 364. 

Arcot Rupee, set Rupee, Arcot. 

Ardley, Samuel, member of Madras Coun* 
cil, 66; offg. Governor of Fort Marlbro’, 
452. 

Argo (H. M. nan-of-war), J52, 557. 

Ariapkupp^ (Arcacop^ng), near Pondi¬ 
cherry, 2V4. 

Armenians, the, restitution for, 42, 45, 144> 
ISO, 367, 451; malpractices in trade, 302; 
see mo Petrus, KbwajahijWajid, Khwajah. 

Arms and Ammonition, traijspqrt to Patna, 
xxiv, XXV, 516, 520; for Bengal, 4, 132; 
quality, 163, 358; for Fort Marlbro’, 
234; brought by captains of ships, 
324; need stressed, 312; set also Artillery; 
Gunpowder; Guns; Military Stores. 

Armstrong, Ensign John, 376; prisoner, 523. 
Army, Bengal, detachment at Patna, xxv, 
xxvii-viii,517; deserters, xxv-vi, xxviii, 
378, 423-4, 449; war with Mir Qasim, 
xxvii-xxxii, 486, 519, 520, 526-8, 564; 
double batta, idvi-vii, 199-200, 378-9; 
filling up vacancies and furlough, xlvii, 
90; recruitment, 4-5, 35, 59,66, 89-90, 
127, 175, 197, 378, 449, 562-3, 499, 
554; clothing, 17, 287; resentment owing 
to Capt. Gowin’s transfer, 35-6; defence 
measures for Coy’s settlements, 37-8; 
accounts, expenses, economy, 42, 200-1, 
472-3; muster rolls, 51, 141, 400; Swiss 
Company, 92-3 j officers to represent only 
from India, 127 1 strength and composition, 
140, 239r41, 255; supremacy of civil 
authority, 170, 171; artillery, 173-4, 
377, 529, 530; Carnac’s c'iticism, 200; 
payment ip Calcutta sikka, 284; fond¬ 
ness for arrack, 303; cavalry, 306, 499; 
deaths, resignations, promotions and 
representations, 307, 375-7, 422-3, 447-8, 
476,499,551-2; incorporation of Madras 
detachment with, 378; contracts, 379, 
399; surgeons fpr, 553-4; see also Cadets; 
Inv^ids; SpoilsofWar. 

—C. in C., house fpr, 138, 297; see also 
Coote, Col. Eyre; Gaillaud, Maj. John. 

Army, E.I. Coy’s, recruits, 111-2, 125, 
239; stores, 164, 165; proposed incor¬ 
poration of Ring’s army With, 215. 

—C. in C., J«« Lawrence, Lt Col. Stringer. 

Army, King of E:!igland’s (in India), emr 
barkation, allowances, treatment, 6-7, 

11, 47-9, 97-8; clothing, 17, 59, 111, 
125-6, 164, 165, 287; promotions, 36-7; 
recruits, 68, 126, 146-7; stores, 98; 
return passage, 151,215-7, 558; proposed 
incorporation with Coy’s forces, 160, 
175-6,205,215-6, 511, 551, 554j services 
appreciated, 176; accounts, 201, 379, 
406; to restore Fr. territories, 213; 
despatch of invalids, 400, 407,425,455, 
500} dispaiition« 486; set also Coote, 
Col. Eyre, Regiment 

—C. in C., a** Lawrence, Lt Col. Strin¬ 
ger. 


Arrack, farming of, 303. 

Arratoon, see Aratoon. 

Artificers, for Fort Marlbro’, 360 
Aitillery, 183,423. 

Arzi (petitimi), 191, 557. 

Khan, Raja of Birbhum, 
276, 298; note on, 582. 

Ashadha (month in Hindu calendar cor¬ 
responding to June-July), 290. 

Ashburner, -, Asst Secy to F. W. 

Board, 555. 

Ashburner, John, writer at Fort Marlbro’, 
380. 

Ashbumham, see Earl of Ashbumham. 
Ashmuty, see Ahmuty. 

Ashwood, Benjamin, writer, death, 305. 
Assar, see Ashadha. 

Assay Master, need for, 285, 360; see also 
Campbell, Alexander; Beaumont, An¬ 
selm. 

Assistance (H. M. ship), 161. 

Astronomy, observing transit of Venus, 54, 
65. 382. 

Aumin, see Amin. 

Aurangs (places where goods are manufac¬ 
tured), 254, 260, 333, 361; and 

passim. 

—Committee of, 300. 

Augsburg (Augsbourg), Austria, 104, 113. 
Augusta, see Princess Augusta. 

Azamgarh (Auzeem, Auzeera-gur), U.P., 
saltpetre from, 187, 362. 


BaDAL Khan (Syed Buddie Cawn, Syed 
Buddull Cawn), Sayyid, seized, xxi, 
483; examined, 488; note on, 

583. 

Baddison, Capt. Thomas, of the Princess 
Augusta, 10, 227. 

Bader, Edward, writer, 167. 

Baftaes Callipatet (variety of piecegoods)9 
363. 

Bahar, see Bihar. 

Bahour, near Pondicherry, xxxix, 207. 

Bakhshi (civil paymaster > 202; post always 
held by member of F.W. Board, 34; 
perquirites, 309; see also Brohier, Capt. 
John. 

Balasore (Ballasorc), Orissa, xxxvlii, 207; 
factory withdrawn, 333. 

Baldrick, Robert, frauds by, 30. 

Bandar Abbas (Gombroon), Peisiao Gulf, 
goods for, 58, 111; attached, 104, 135; 
note on, 573. 

Banias, Coy’s servants responsible for con¬ 
duct of, 114, 115; and passim. 

Baptisto, Patil, 146, 323. 

Barackpore, see Kharagpur. 



WtoihuMMt . Ghite (Btobmaui Gate)/ BatnK, 
4Mt ndt»xtni SS4C 

BBmnt,ChiMtoplter, Director, oi ILL Gby, 
5, 8, 52; 105, 107, lie, 118; i2r,. iso, 
150, 155, 157, 159, 175, 176, 177, 206, 
211; 212, 217, 218; 218, 246. 

Barrington, Fitzwilliain, Director of B.I; 
Coy, 4,. 5 , 8,52i 105, 107, 118; 128, 180^ 
150, 155, 157*. 158, I 6 O, 175. 176, 177, 
206, 211, 212, 217, 218. 

Barton, James, writer,' 310; zesigiis, 344i 

Barton (Burton), Gapt: James-, 9; member 
of Select Committee, 3, 4; appreciated, 
15; death, 99, 303, 310; note on, 57L 

Barton, William, writer, 126. 

Barwell, Edward, killed, 275, 305. 

Barwell,.Richard, writer, rank, 31; Sub> 
Accomptant, 555. 

Harwell, Roger, writer, 238. 

Barwcdl, William, Director of E.L Coy, .4, 
105, 116, 118, 128, 130, 155, 176, 177, 
225. 

Basra (Bossorah, Bussora, Bussorah), Iraq, 
30; goods for, 58,111,163,233. 

■Batavia (modem E^abarta), Indonesia, 
231. 

Bateman, Nathaniel, writer, 126, 447. 

Bates, Edward, writer,, 126; death, 551. 

Bathoe, John, writer, 157, 157. • 

Batson, Stanlake, 454; member of F.W. 
Boai^, 71, 04, 105, 269, 490; Chief of 
Cossimbazar facto^, 223t4, 289, 294, 
305; insults Vansittart, 504, 584; with 
Bengal army, 510; insults Hastings, 513; 
Chief of Fatna ihctoiy* 551. 

Batta (extra pay or allowaiices), 91,92; 143, 
204, 367; Court’s criticism of, xlvi-vii, 
199-200; continuance, 378*8. 

Batta (rate of discount), 44, 45, 284. 

Baylong, Lt John, 307,377. 

Beal (Beale), I,t John, to be Lt Bireworker, 
307; deaA, 462; 

Beautnont, Anselm, Mint Master, 78,* 132, 
360; Assay Master, 549. 

Becher (Beecher), Richard, member of 
F.W. Board and Pearkes’ attMhey, oen* 
sund, 21, 87, 311. 

Beef, 2S5; for Fort Marlbro*, 125, 234. 

Betga, JBega, B0gaha, see Bigka, 

Beerlioon,3eerboun, sw Birbhum. 

Belarde, Ensign Lewis David, 376. 

Bellamy, Dcurothy, bonds, 391, 450.. 

Brileisle*iriand‘in France, captured,. 107i 

RfUem (KJd. ship), H4. 

Bmitla, see Bimt u. 

Bencoolen, pcoperiy Benkulen, m Fort 
Maribro*. 

Bmfy (kindoftuUp?), 76. 
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BM<slaap}> 264; 286. 

Benfield, l4ul. Civil Architect and Asst. 
Engineer, Madras; 238. 

Bengal , reralution im, 117* 270; and 
fiusm; mmla Bsirt William Freridency. 

-^Anny, m Axmr, Bengal. 

—Govehiment, m Court of Directors; 
Fort William Board. 

—Governor, m widrrFort William Board. 

—^Nkwab, Vansittart coatidtes dhsh 
inevitable between Coy and, 567-8; 
stt also Sirajnd-Daulah; Jafar Ali 
Khan; Qasim All Khan. 

Bengal River, M* Kboghly River. 

Bengal Year (obtained 1^ deducting 593 
years from Gfatistian era), 298, 443. 

Beni Bldiadur (Beny Bahadr^, Shi^aud* 
Daulsdi’s tau, xxxi, 565. 

Bennet, Charles, factor, impriscmed, 524; 
killed, 550. 

Bentlfcy, Charles, writer, 126,447. 

BerhampoK (Bwampare, Bamnskpore, 
Byran^re), Murshidabad Dist., 
Bengaf, frntification, 25; 254. 

Berkeley, Capt. Chairles, of the 7HfeR,281. 

Bsrtin (Ft. ship); 103. 

BeteUnut (Beetlenut, Bettle*nutL private 
trade in, xxvlii, xx, 139, 474, 532. 

Bevaa, Thomas, writer in China, 116. 

Bhadun, properly Bhadon or Bhadrap/^ 
(month m j^du calendar correspondii^ 
to AugustrSeptember), 290. 

Biaram (Byaram), 454; note on, 583. 

Bierboonises Birbhum. 

Bigha (measure of land which in Bengal 
equalled 1600 sq. yards), 203, 298, 326, 

Bihar (Bahar), jVatb of, soe Ramnanwan; 
Rajballabh. 

Billers, William, member of E.W. Board, 
71,,B4,105,303; and porrim. 

Bills cS Exchange, 256*8, 263-9, 312-22, 
333-44, 348-9, 384*9, 392-6, 401-4, 
408-10, 412-3, 425-8, 455-9, 463-6, 
477-80, 501—4; 560-3; Court’s instruc¬ 
tions, 39, 96-7, 151-2, 222; to be luted 
in p o stscripts, 381; overdrawn, 545. 

Birampwe, sts Berhampore. 

Birbhum (Beerboon, Bcerboun, Bierboon), 
xxxii, 327; 529-30. 

—Raja, SM Asaduz-Zamaa Khan. 

Birdawan, ss$ Burdwan. 

Bisdom, Adrian, Director of Hoogbly 
Dutch Factory, 278, 557. 

Blake, Samuel, 127, 142. 

Biankeme, —, surgeon at Fort Marlbro*, 
380. 

Blewett, Ensign Thoxna^ 307. 

Blewit, &isign Samuel, 448. 
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Blewitty Gapt. John, ol the’ifAilrat Watm, 
228. 

Blondt (a.M. ship), 152. 

Bloont, Samuel, member of China GouncU 
and Reddent in China, 56, 116, 163, 
230; membor of Canttm Select Com¬ 
mittee, 122; supercargo in China, 414. 

Boats, Commissary General to supply, 
399. 

Boddam, Thomas, member of F.W. Board, 
censured, 87; frauds, 114,445. 

Bodle, ‘l^liam, 305; death, 476. 

Bolts,-, 444. 

Bombay, shiptmilding, 131, 180, 282. 

356, 470,539; artillery, 164-5. 

Bombay CastU (ship), 60, 99-100. 

Bombay Presidency, customs duty in, 
28; finances, 38, 67, 165, 235, 383, 

421, 472; eoods for, 58, 110, 111, 123, 
163, 233, 542; maintenance records, 
%; recruits for, 197; cotton from, 166, 
287, 397; ships for, 228; saltpetre (or, 
251, 289, 362,439, 492, 543-4. 

BomlMy Rupee, stt Rupee, Bombay. 

Bonaker, Ensign Thomas, 423. 

Bonds, payment of those lost during Cal¬ 
cutta capture, 39-42, 94, 142-3, 255, 
261, 311, 345, 449-50; sent through 
the Fr., 41, 573. 

Bonham, Capt. Pinson, of the JforfoUt, 
10, 332. 

Books, need for law-books, 424, 453. 

Bosanquet, Jacob, Director of E. I. Coy, 
5s 

Boscawta (ship), 17, 57, 64, 105, 288, 
469, 470, 471, 475, 492, 506, 507, 509, 
510, 529, 538-9. 

—Capt.,SMBraund, Capt.B. 

Bossorah, sot Basra. 

Boulton, Henry Crabb, Director of E.!* 
Coy, 5, 8, 52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 107, 116. 
118, 128, 130, 150, 155, 246; member of 
Secret Committee, 219, 226. 

^ oulton, Robert, deported, 308. 

Bourbon (modem Reunimi, also des¬ 
cribed sui French Island), Indian Ocean, 
xli, 106; D’Ache’s ^uadion at, 69; 
scarcity at, 155; proposed attack on, 
390-1. 

Bourchier, Charles, member of Madras 
Council, 66; member of Madras Select 
Committee, 86. 

Bourene, Lt John, resigns, 499.. 

Bnttm (Fr. ship), captured, 152. 

Bowen, Rev. Furnivall, chaplain in Bengal. 
169, 194, 552. 

Riwen (Bowin), John, cadet, 90; Lt Fire- 

WQrii»r,3|7. ,5 

Bowland, commander of the Out- 

ttndm, 167 - 


, Jcdm, Dy Qbaitmaa of BJ, .Guy* 
5, 8; member of Secret Committee, 
5^, 54, 101, 109, 219. 226; Director 
ofE.!. Coy, 52, 71, 105, 116, 118, 128, 
155,225. 

Bradbridge, Capt. John, dead, 375, S77. 

Bradbrooke,Gapt. John, 376, 

Braham, Wotton (Wootton), 89, 126-7. 

Braund,Capt.B., of the Souawm, 57, 64; 
death, 492. 

Btesul, for K. M. Squadrim, 347. 

Brereton, Lt. Col. Chobnondeley, 37. 

BrilHant (frigate), 114. 

Brindely,-, surgeon at Fmt Marlbro*, 

380. 

Bristow, John, 333. 

Britannia (ship), 121, 163, 471. 

British King (ship), 179, 217, 226, 510, 
538-9. 

—Capt.,«« Pigou, Capt. Peter. 

Broadcloth, for Bengal, 20-1; for Madras* 
287; duty <«, 311; sale, 400, 437; pre¬ 
ferred to ptrpris, 541-2; for Bombay, 
542. 

Brohier, Capt. John, 9; in charge of Fort 
William ibrtificatian, 18, 82; resigna¬ 
tion, 33; Bakhski, 34; absccmds, 115, 
296-7; frauds, 137, 201, 295, 324, 
373; at Colombo, 445. 

Brooke, Capt. Robert, Junr, of the Eart 
oj Holdtrimse, 57, 227. 

Brown, John, 450. 

Browm, Lt Lewis, 558-9. 

Browne, John, Directmr of E.I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52-3, 70-1, 100, 155, 157, 159- 
60. 175-7, 206, 211-2, 217-9, 225,246. 

Bugis (Buggeese), the, a Malayan tribe, 
24, 580-1. 

Bullion, shortage, 358; m# alu Gold. 

Bunee, Thomas, to be Ensign, 245. 

Burbunna Gate, set Barhanna Gate. 

Burdett, John, Chief of Balasore factory, 
333; to be Chief of Midnapore factory. 
374; member of F.W. Board , 551; 
and passim. 

Burdett, Capt. Robert, of the BUzdktk, 
17; of the Dtda of Ghuasttr, 228. 

Burdwan (Birdawan, Burdawan,), B^al, 
xxvi, xxxii, xxxiv, 271; acquisition, 
xvii, 270, 278, 290-2, 442-3; revenue 
administration, 193-4, 29^, 332, 36^ 
70, 405-6, 443, 547; TCaee restoml in, 
352; sanai from, 364. 

—Raja, s$$ Tilakchand Rai. 

Burghall, Lt George, 174; resigtu, 552. 

Burmese (Burmahs, Burmars), foe. King of, 
death, 137, 577; presmit to, 190,577; 
relations with C^, 295; aid to Msinipur 
against, 441-2; ste also Haingyyi 
luand; Mergui; Pegu. 

Burrampore, sw BerhanqKme. 
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Buerawr, Chnaloiihety Directed oS B.I. 
G0y,52>3,10$, 107,110,118; meaiberof 
Sea^ Gonuaittee, 52, 54, 101, 109« 

Burrow, John, member of Chiiui Goun* 
dl, 116. 

Burrow, Robert, Director of E.l. Goy, 
155, 157, 159-60, 175-7, 206, 211-2, 
217-9, 225, 246. 

Burslem, Rowland, cadet, 127. 

Burton, M Barton, Gapt. James. 

Buaiora, Buisorah, icr Basra. 

Bussy, -, Fr. Minuter m England, 

128. 

BuU, see Lord Buk. 

Bute, Earl of. Principal Secy of State 
alii, xliii, 153-4. 

Butler, Rev. Henry, censured, 87, 375; 
allowances, 141, 345; death, 169, 383, 
399. 

Buxar, Shahabad Dist, Bihar, xxxi. 

Bux^, Bwete, see BaUtshi. 

Byaram, sm Biaram. 

Byrampore, stt Berhampore. 

BysaaCt see Vaidwka. 


Cadets, for Bengal, 5,198; Court to send 
lists, 142; need for engineer cadets, 
373. 

CatmarvoH (ship), 6, 10-1, 47, 161, 228> 
282,411,412. 

—Gapt., SM Hutchinson, Gapt. Norton. 

Gaillaud, Maj. John, defeats Shah Alam, 
toodv, 261, 272; plot to murder Shah 
Alam, xxxv-vi, 117-8, 241-2, 447; 

promoted Lt Col., 36-7; to proceed 
to Madras, 92; to continue in India, 
176; terms and conditions of appoint¬ 
ment as G. in C., Bengal, 242-3; 
member of Select Committee, 245,310; 
(Ml army (wganisation, 306, 307; to be 
second in command f<u siege of 
Pondicherry, 324; commended, 324-5; 
approves Mir Jafar’s deposition,» 324, 
326-7; and porim. 

Calarrm, see Khatari. 

Calcutta (ship), 57, 64, 105, 178, 228-9, 
250-1, 280, 331,412; reward to crew, 
75, 252, 

—Gapt., SM Thomson, Gapt. George; 
Wilson, Gapt. G. 

Calcutta, measures for defence, xxxi-ii, 
528-9; ground-rent, xlv, 444, 558; 
feotification, 25, 30; garrison, 38; 
capture and compensation to sufferers, 
43-4, 251-2, 255, 261, 311, 579-80; Mir 
Jafar retires to, 278; duty on land- 
borne provisions, 299; Coy’s servants* 
trade pnvileges at, 300; investment at, 
361, 438, 510, 553; extension of Es- 
plai^de, 372-3; Sheriff of, 424; surgeons 
at, 553^; and Oatsm: see also Fort 
William; Mint. 


Galeutta Peigunnala or Puiganaiu, m 
Twentyfbur Farganas. 

Calcutta Skea, m Rtqtee, Calcutta Sfkka. 

GaUcut (Callieut), Benda, moeviU. 207. 

Calkapoor, «w Kalkapoor. 

Gall, Maj. John, member of Madras Select 
Committee, 86; Engineer at Madras, 
123, 186; security for feohier, 296-7. 

Gaily, SM EUili. 

Camack, Jacob, cadet, 127. 

Camblets, 57-8, 111, 164, 234. 

Cameron, Hugh, dismissal, 172, 555-6; 
revenue survey of 24-Parganas, 372, 
417, 419, 476. 

Campbell, Alexander, Assay" Master, 
183, 549; terms of appointment, 195. 
Campbell, Gapt. Alexander, of Rwal 
Artillery, 17. 

Campbell, Peter, prisoner, 523; Journal, 
565. 

Campbell, Capt. Robert, 448; reinstated, 
127; commission to, 476. 

Campen, Peter Durelaer van, Dutch 
Commissary, 191. 

Camphor, 63. 

Canada, xxxvii. 

Gandi, jm Kandy. 

Canton, China, p^er for, 5; offleiab, 
14, 230; goods for, 58, 111, 152, 164, 
234; control over residence at, 62; 
ship* for, 149. 

Gw, Rev, John, chaplain, death, 169, 
399, 422. 

Caramnassa, see Karamnasa River. 
Carcoitnak, see Karkhma. 

Camae (schooner), 539. 

Camac (Carmac), Maj. John, role In 
Ramnarayan affair, xvii, xxxii, 170, 
171; proposes demand of 20 lakhs from 
Mir Q.asim, xix, 421 .iiart in battle of 
Suti, xxix, 528; operations against 
Shah Alam, xxxiv-v, 116, 148, 276, 
277, 328, 331; escort to Shah Alam, 
xxxvi, 188, 169; mtanber of Select 
Committee, 3, 4, 85, SlOj member 
of Fart William defence ctmimittee, 
85; to be member of F. W. Board, 
85, 481; commissimi for, 91, 306; on 
army oi^anisation, 200; to auist at siege 
of Pondicherry, 272; to procure sanads, 
364; dispute with Mir. Q,asim, 365; 
challenges Board’s orders, ,366; to 
proceed to Patna, 486; march postpCoed, 
489; indisposed, 517; and passm. 
Carnatic, Nawab of, see Muhammad 
^i Khan, Walajah. 

Carpenters, for Bengal, 205. 

Curringola, sm Kagungulff 

Carro, Gapt. , of the Cornu de VilU* 
naux, 152, 

Carstain, Ensign James, 198. 
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Retert aewicea coatiiuicd, 
36; aupermed,. It6; 366;. nromottd, 
24};.. Idlled, .jcxviii, 523. 

CSartw, Gi^ernor and member 

of SUmt CaMBd^e, Fbrt Maribro*^ 
31; Governor.. 55; at Madma, 106; 

return to Fort B^lbro’, 174,,453. 

Qatttef, JltHitj member of F.W. ^ard and 

' CAiit of Dacca fbetory; 374. 

Gaoninmaaiia, stt Karamnaaa Kiver. 

Carvalho, Gapt. Lt John, 306; resigns, 
139'^, 307; security for Brohier, ^6; 
house of, 297. 

Gar*.ace Kluu. 

Gbk, Samuel Bartholemew, writer, 

66, 66; Sub-Secy to Public Dept, 555. 

C aa siBa Ally. Gawn, jas« Qaabn AH Khan. 

Gastial, Lt' Anthony, 198, 376. 

Oaniqpoer, Mt'Khaapur Pargftna, 

Cautie, see KtiiUc. 

Censor, of information sent out to Enfl^nd, 
32,141-2, 448. 

GCyion, the Dutch in, 219, 220-1, 578. 

Chaigneau, Chriatopher Theodore, comet, 
306; Ensign, 307; resigns, 376. 

Chailra (month in Hindu calendar correa- 
ptmding to March-April), 290. 

Chambers,-, to be Resident of Rangpur, 

483; imprisoned, 524; Idlled^ 550. 

■ Chambers,. Charles, Directw of B.I. Coy, 
219, 225, 246. 

CSianda SaHib (Chtmda Saib), xxxix,xl, 
207-8. 

Chandemagore, xzxviii, 207; capture, 

24; demolition of buildings, 26, 79, 373; 
deportation of-^enehmen, 253; relief to 
families, 368; army qunrters, 379. 

Chandpur (Chaiuidpore), Tippera Dist., 
Bengal, 547. 

Chaplains, 141. 

GIniluaan, Maj. Charles, 97. 

Charily School; 311. 

Ghaurlton,. Francis, storekeeper, dismissal, 
115, 149,308, 445, 447; to be member of 
Dacca Council, 375. 

Chatham (H. M. ship),.54,452,461. 

ChaiMt (ataticm of police or customs), xix, 
amdii, 302,418, 419, 473. 

GRoatA (fourth part of land revenue demand¬ 
ed by die^ Maradias as price of for 
bearii^ tt>ravage enemy country), 262. 

Quitf see Chmtro. 

Chtstt/fiald (ship), 57, 73; 74, 101, 102, 
105. 108,432,436. 

—-~Gapt.,aw Mardiant, Capt. Willoughby; 
Duff, Capt. H. 

Cheworth, John, pilot of the StrHham, 
251. 

Ch/uUaai (tu^ of weight* equalling l/16th 
of a jsar)/ fiW. 

Ghhota Nawab, m Miran. 


Qfakk, Cattj. Biwasd' Lott!; of thr £MiI 

dMm;m,.228i22»; 281. 

Chtna', tmde and iavattteot; xlk tdv, 
15.6, 3& 61-2, 181*2; 182; 15% 16^ 

235, 406, 414, 421. 440, 472,.543; 
ships; 5, % 227,. 228, 22%. itetM^iai^ 
13; offieiala, 14. 56,. 116, 163/ 280; 
prMnt fiv en^rw, 234; ban^oamw 
silk, 363, 4404 smMso Canton. 

Chinese, the,.28, 391, 397; ta be setded 
in Fort Marlbro’,. 230,231. 


Ghinsura, (Chinsurah, Chinchurah), Hoog¬ 
ly Dist, Bengal, fertificatiooB, 262; nh. 
families, 368; saltpetre for, 452. 

Chittagong (sloop), 356. 

Chittagong (Qhittagon, Chittigong), Ben^l, 
acquisition, xvii, 270, 278, 291, 292; 
shipbuildii]^, 180, 356, SS?; timber, 
186, 355, 361, 416, 436; tevemies, 
193, 194, 299, 330, 332, 370, 405, 406, 
443, 548; survey, 1%,. 283, 310,, 347, 
382, 407, 552; report to Court on, 350; 
sanad for, 364. 


Chittagong Factory, obstruction to trade, 
xix, 473; help Dacca factory, xxviii, 
524; investment, 187, 361, 439; staff, 
271, 308; fortification, 475, 498, 550; 
recruit sepoys, 499; to take over Lakshmi- 
pur investment, 546; surgeons at, 353. 

-Chief, allowances, 196, 375; aSo 

Vetelst, Hairy. 

Chokey, Chowkey , see Chauld. 

Chout, see Chautk. 

Chumero, convicted, 424. 

Chunam (lime), xvii, 270,291. 

Ghunda Saib, su Chanda Sahib. 

Church-wardens, 340. 

Chuta Nabob, stt Miran. 

Chuttaek, see CMiataak^ 

Clements, Capt. John, of the Royd Ckar- 
l^tt, 109, 120. 

Clews, Darrel, commands of the Plassty, 
232. 


Clinton (ship), 109, 120, 12U 123, 124, 129, 
226,250,432,470,491. 


CitM (ship), 226, 471. 

dive, Lt Col. Robert, Governor of Bengal, 
xv, 9, 32,87, 253, 278. 557, 572; acquits 
Ramcharan, xxxiii, 420; ritirement, 
xxidv, 252; member of Select Committee, 
3; action against ■ rebellious eaminJars, 
24; at Patna, 25; commended, 27, 35, 
36; promoted Ckd., 36-7; jt^gir\ 81, 
219, 574>5; m Englaiid, 325. 


doth, for various settlements, 4,. 57-8, 
110-1, 123, 163-4, 233-4, 274; for army, 
17, 59, 111, 125-6, 164, 165, 287; 

packing, 134; frauds in warehouses, 
134-5; spedally pressed medmeni, 174; 
duty on, 302, 311; sot otw Broadcloth; 
Garha; Investment; JTAam; Long EUs; 
Aiabnal; Pirptts; Pieeegoods; Woollen 
Goods. 
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Cotit 234; SM aim Sea Goalt 

Goiat Md Bay (Ceramandel Qoait smd 
Bay of Beagal), ships tat, 228| 229. 

Goctuneal, 58. 

Qoehraa, Lt -—, kiiled, 275, 

Caskey, Ensign Peter, 376, 447. 

GoflEee, 64, 135, 162. 

Ooffiees (negroes), the, 28. 

Coinage and Currency, exchange rates, 
39, 379; coxnmisskxx to Governor of 
Bengal and Mint Master, 98, 303, 
309; note on, 574a/so Batta; Dollars; 
Mint; Pi^oda; Pdund Sterling; 
Rupee. 

Coja Petruse, su Petrus, Khwajah. 

Goja Wazeed, m Wajid, Khwajah. 

Coker, John, cadet, 66; Ensign, 448. 

CokhtsUr (man-of*war}, 54. 

Golinda, stt Kalinda. 

Collector, of Rents and Revenues, 27; 
as member of Committee of New Lands, 
83, 371*2; perquisites, 33, 309; ste 
also Amyatt, Peter. 

Collings, -, writer, imprisoned, 524; 

killed, 551. 

Comar Ally, see Q,amar Ali. 

Comdar Cawn, Comgar Cawn, sm Kamgar 
Khan. 

Commander in Chief, Bengal, see under 
Army, Bengal. 

Commissary General, 399; see also Watts, 
Hugh. 

Commissioners of Restitution, see Restitution 
Fund. 

Committee of Aurangs, see Aurangs. 

Committee of New Lands, Collector of 
Rents and Revenues as member, 83, 
371-2; formation, 194, 299; Wk- 
keeping, 332; revenue administration of 
24-Parganas 371,417,418,443. 

Committee of Secrecy, see Court of Direc¬ 
tors, Secret Committee. 

Committee of Works, 406. * 

Campaptie dts lodes {Ft. ship), 8 , 276. 

Oerapaoy of Apothecaries, 20. 

Om^oir (factory), xxxviii, xxxix, 207, 208. 

Cmte d*Artou (Fr. ship), 51. 

Otode (Fr. man-of-war), 452, 468. 

Connor, Peter, Dy Master Attendant, 
death, 449. 

Cook(e), J., Secy to F. W. Board, 557. 

Coolies, 372. 

Cooper, Lt-, killed, 522. 

Com (schooner), 539. 

Coote, Lt Col. Byre, role in Ramna* 
rgyan affair, xvii, sxxti, 170; escort 
to Shah Alam, xxxvi, 188; member of 
SOlect Committee, 3, 85; appreciated, 
68,171; member mFortWilnam defence 
cwamittee, 85; to be wliitaty men^^ 

42 


(dF. W. Board,85,86; C. in C. td'Bcimal 
army, 91; to be retained by Coy, iHS; 
to rmtore Fr. territories, 213; at hfetdras, 
255; victory at Wandiwash, 259; siege of 
Ponxlicherry, 276, 331; ‘disputes with 
&Gr Qasim, 365; relations with F. W. 
Board, 366; indisposed, 441; leaves 
for Europe, 446-7; note on, 571; 
and passim. 

—Rcpment of, recruits, 6, 7, 47,49,97; 
clothing, 125, 126; stores, 164; payment, 
173, 198, 201, 379-80; movement, 378. 

Cootechatapoor (kind of tax), 203. 

Cimper, 286-7; for Beng^, 4, 6, 17, 20-1; 
KMT various settlements, 58, 110, 123, 
163, 233; duty on, 139, 323; sale, 234, 
286, 358, 400, 437, 542. 

Coppers, for Patna factory, 363. 

Corah (unbleached cloth), 461. 

Coral, commission on, 70, 138,302. 

Cordage, 18,233,234,235. 

Cornish, Vice Admiral Samuel, 213, 214; 
sends ships for defence of Calcutta, 
xxxi, 528; Manila expedition, 227, 
452. 

Cornwall, England, . tin from, 286, 
438. 

Corry Juree, Corry Jurie, Corry Jury, 
see Kharijuri Pargana, 

Coss, see Khas. 

Cossaes, see Khasa. 

Cossaids, see Qjssid. 

Gossajura, see Kasijora. 

Cossiem Ally Cawn, Cossim Ally Cawn, 
see Qasim Ali Khan. 

Cossim bazar, Miushidabad Dist., Bengal 
Fr. factory at, xxxviii, 207; and passim. 

Cossimbazar Factory, captured, xxviii, 
524; no profit on goods from, 301; 
accounts, 333; raw silk from, 363, 
440; investment, 361, 438, 461, 510-1, 
544, 553; buildings, 373; staff, 483, 
510-1, 553. 

-Chief, see Batson, Stanlake; Senior, 

A. W.; Sykes, Francis. 

Gosspoor, see Khaspur Pargana. 

Costelly, Martin, gunpowder maker, 
185-6,252 , 544. 

Cotta, see Katha. 

Cotton, from Bombay, 166, 287, 397; 
from Surat, 334; dearness, 361. 

Cotton, John, commander of the Hawke, 
162. 

Cottrell (Cotterell), Henry, writer, 126, 
447. 

Count de VOlenaux (Fr. ship), 152. 

Onmt Moltke (Danish ship), 109. 

Cmrageux (Fr. slilp), iPl. 

Court of Appeals, xliv, 146,323,512. 

Court of IMrectors, on Vansittart and his 
sdlowancn, xvii, xlvi, 27, 84, 99-9, 
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106,139, l96,222; urge friendly relations 
with Mur Qasim, nx, xxnii, 81, 223, 
244*5; traimer William Ellis to Bombay, 
xix, 233-4; on Shah Alam, xxxv, xxxvi- 
vii, 116, 117-8, 135-6, 156, 188-9; on 
removal of Ramnarayan, xxxii-iii, 
170-1; on inmlementing treaty of Paris, 
xxxviii-xl, 159-M, 206-11,212-5; on war 
and peace with the Fr., xli, 7-8, 23-4, 
51-2, 67-8, 69,78-9, 81, 102-3, 104, 
106-7, 113-4, 128. 131,153,158,176-7, 
201-2, 237; on relations with the Dutch, 
xlu-iu, 24-5, 79-80, 128, 147-9, 153-4, 
190-2, 219, 237-8; on China, xlv, 56, 
61-2, 121-2, 159, 163, 230; censor infor¬ 
mation re. Coy's affairs sent to England, 
xlv-xlvi, 32, 141-2; on Coy’s army, 
xlvi-vii, 4-5, 35-6, 51, 89-93, 140-1, 
173-4, 199-200, 200-1, 239-41; on ship¬ 
ping, xlvii, 3, 4, 5, 6,9-15, 54, 56-7, 
59-60, 62-3, 64-5, 72-5, 105-6, 108-10, 
112, 115, 119-22, 131-2,149, 150-1, 
161-3, 166-7, 178-81, 221, 224, 

226-30, 231-2; on civil and military 
servants, xlvii, 31-7, 50, 66, 84, 86-9, 
126-7, 141, 167-70, 194-9,238-9; onF.W. 
Board and its Select Committee, 3-4, 
70-2, 84-6, 105, 141, 157, 171-2,245-6; 
on exports, 4, 15-21, 57-9, 75-6, 110-1, 
123-6, 132, 163-5, 181-3, 233-5; on 
King's forces in India, 6-7, 46-9, 97-8, 
146-7, 151, 160, 173, 175-6, 201, 215-7; 
on military stores, 18-9, 184; on Fort 
Marlbro’, 19, 31, 55, 103-4, 113, 122-3, 
174; on ^npowder manufacture, 20,30, 
76-7, 184-6; on customs and excise, 21, 
28; on abuses in woollen trade, 21,33-4; 
on investment, 21-3, 78, 127-8, 133-4, 
165-7, 186-7,235-6, 236-7; on saltpetre, 
22, 23, 188; on Mir Jafar and his dona¬ 
tions, 25-6, 43-6, 79, 81, 93-4, 136, 
143-5, 190, 219; on fortifications, 

25, 30, 66, 81-2, 114-5, 137-8, 192; 

on 24-Parganas, 26-8, 83-4, 202-4; 

on abuse of i^taks, 28-30, 139, 168, 
244-5; on rotation system of government, 
32; on emoluments of F. W. Board’s 
members, 32-3; on secretaries’ and 
accountants’jobs, 33; on posts of BdAshi 
and Surveyor, 34; censure Holwell, 
34-5; on defence of Coy’s settlements, 
37-8, 85; on Coy’s finances, 38-9, 67, 
194; on bills of exchange, bonds, and 
accounts, 39-46, 94-7, 142-3, 145, 

151-2, 222; (m accession of George 
III, 52-3; on invalids, 60-1; on astrono¬ 
mical observations, 65; on composition 
of Madras Govt, 65-6, 86; on,Calcutta 
mint, 77-8; on military aid to 
Jaiar, 79; on policy re. spoils of war, 
M-1; on Clive’s ja^, 81, 219; on 
revolution in Bengal, 117; on Madeira 
wine, 123-4; on packing of doth and 
frauds in warehouses, 134-5; on revenues, 
136, 192-4; dP relatmns with Burma, 
137; on hoii^ fta offidal use, 138; 
on recovery/bf debts, 145-6; on by-laws 
for public' works, 204-5; on courts- 
iQxrtiaU 211-2; on RuniaD naval 


trainees, 217-8; on conquest of Phil^ 
;nnes, 218-9; on terms of Caillaua’s 
ammintrnmit, 241-3; on Coy’s trade 
pr^ages, 532-3. 

-Secret Comnuttee, members, 52, 

54-5, 101, 109, 155, 157, 162, 219, 

226; (Hder search for illicit trade, 288. 

Court of Proprietors, 87. 

Court-martial, 211-2. 

Covenanted Servants, to prepare accounts 
89; strength, 255; not to purchase 
lands, 254. 

Covenants, execution, xlvii, 31, 167-8, 
552. 

CowU, see Qflul. 

Cowper, Ensign James, 307; Lt, 4991 

Coza Petrus, see Petrus, Khwajah. 

Cozens, Capt. Lt Francis, 423. 

Crawford, Ensign William, 448. 

Creed, James, Director of E. I. Coy, 
105, 107, 116, 118. 

Crichton, Capt. David, of the Success 
244. 

Crichton, Capt. P., 57,64. 

Crillon, Chevalier de, 68-9; note on, 
574. 

Crofts, Ensign Comeliiu, 307. 

Croke, Edward, writer, Bengal, 126, 
447; imprisoned, 524; killed, 551. 

Croke, Edward, civil servant, Madras, 
retirement, 169-70, 552. 

Crooke, Clement, asst surgeon, 50; trans¬ 
ferred, 422; accompanies Amyatt, 
522; killed, 551. 

CruUenden (ship), 162, 163, 178. 

Cruttenden,-, 326. 

Cuddalore (schooner), 437. 

Cumdar Cawn, see Kamgar Khan. 

Currency, sm Coinage and Currency. 

Current Rupee, ms Rupee, Current. 

Custom House, 138. 

Customs and Excise, duty on tobacco 
salt and grain, xxi, 28; measures to 
check smuggling, 21; on non-British 
woollens, 34; on comer, 139; on pro¬ 
visions brought to Calcutta by land, 
299; on foreign cloth, 302, 311; com- 
misrion to Bengal Govemw fr-om, 302, 
309; question of levy on goods bought 
at Coy’s sales, 323; on rice, 371; ms 
also Dastaks; Trade. 

Cuttack, Orissa, 350. 

-Resident, recall, 254; ms afro Rogers, 

Charles. 

Cutts, Charles, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 52. 53, 70. 71, 116, 118, 128, 150, 
155, 219, 225, 246; member of Secret 
Gonunittee, 101,109. 

Gutwa, MS Katwa. 
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Da C2asta, LewiSt firauda, 296t 373. 

Dacca, Faigdar{^{ub) at, su Muhammad 
Ali Beg. 

Dacca(Daax) Factory, obstruction to 
trade, xix, 473; withdrawal to Lakshmi- 
pur and recapture, xtviii, 524, 548, 
55B-9; investment, 301, 330, 332, 361, 
438,544, 553; stafi^ 375; doriastnaa, 
474; to look after Chandpur investment, 
547; surgeons at, 553; and ^sim. 

-Chief, JM Cartier, John. 

D*Ache,D’Asche, rs* Ache, Comte d*. 

Dackers, Lt Abraham, death, 447. 

Dacres, Philip Milner, Sub*Accomptant, 
312, 555. 

Dale, Capt. James, of the Fa/moutA, 10. 

Danes, the, factory invested, xli-xlii, 497*8, 
500*1; share in saltpetre, 23. 

Danstic, northern Europe, saltpetre from, 

22 . 

Darwell (DarvalH, Jo 9 ^b, member of 
Fort Marlbro* Clouncil, 31,55. 

Dasmasa Rupee, su Rupee, Dasmasa. 

Dastaks (passports generally; also those 
given by Governor of Fort William or 
chiefs of English factories exempting 
goods of Coy or their servants from 
duties), 325, 482, 533; abuse, xviii, xx, 
28*30, 139, 244*5, 553; minor writers 
not to have, 168; F. W. Board's defence, 
299*302. 

-Registrar, 309, 

Davidson, John, surgeon, 422. 

Davidson, Robert, cadet, 127; Ensign, 
476. 

Davis, Thomas, surgeon, 238. 

Davis, Lt Fireworker Thomas, 307; dead, 
376. 

De Bezal, Ensign-,307. 

Dc Cambyse,-, 51. 

De La Sert, Charles L., cornet, 306. 

De Lore, su Delore. 

De Marchize,-, Chief of Serampore 

Danish Factory, 498. • 

Deal, Entign Samuel, 307. 

Dean, Richard, Dy Master Attendant, 
499. 

D«bts, of Coy's servants, 145-6; E. I. 
Coy's, 254-5,261. 

Dtbuttdut see Dihhandi. 

Decker (Deek), Lt Fireworker Adrian, 
307,377; death, 476. 

Deepchund, ae Dipeband. 

Delagarde, Geoige Godefiridous, writer, 

Delaporte Oaude, adviser on invatment, 
440, 461, 553; appointment, 133*4; 
anri^, 447; stipend, 475. 

Delore (De Lore), Mary, suit against 
Coy, 445,512,5^, 

Dtnhem (ship), 249, 251; bitfnt, 103, 280. 


Dent, Capt.-, of the Tyg$r\ 357. 

D9ptfwd (ship), 162, 178, 508, 510, 539. 

Deputy Master Attendant, su Connor, 
Peter; Dean, Richard. 

Deserters, 378,423-4,449. 

D’Eitang, D'Estaign, D'Estang, su Estaing, 
Comte d'. 

Dethick, Capt. Thomas, 162. 

Devisme, Stephen, member of China 
Council and Resident at Canton, 116, 
230. 

Devotts/nrs (ship), 228*9. 

Dewar, James, commander of a ship, 162. 

Dewar, Capt. John, of the Warwick, 10. 

Diamonds, 559; illicit export, 99, 575. 

Dihhandi (detailed statement of callages in 
any particular district or estate and of 
revenue assessed on each), 417. 

Diligent (packet sloop), 54,57. 

(schooner), 282. 

Dipchand (Deepchund), deposit of, 94^ 
255, 261. 

Diwani (office of head fmancial minister 
charged with collection of revenue), offer 
declined by Coy, xviii, xxxvi, xxxvii, 
189,364,365. 

Doddaley (ship), 94-5. 

Dollars, 285; Spanish, 16; exchange rate 
with £, 151. 

Don, Ensign Alexander, 307. 

Doria (striped muslin), from Kasijora, 474. 

Dorricn, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 52, 
70, 71, 100, 107, 116, 118, 128, 130, 
150, 155; I>y Chairman, 155, 157, 159, 
160, 175, 176, 177, 206, 211, 212, 217, 
218; member of Secret Committee, 
155, 157, 162, 219, 226; commissary 
to the Dutch, 191; Chairman, 219, 
225, 246. 

Douglas, Charles, free merchant, 255, 
574. 

Doveton, Capt. Richard, of the Bombay 
Castle, 60; of the Glatton, 162. 

Downes, John, of artillery, 530. 

Drake (ship), 110, 120, 123, 126, 146, 150, 
226,432,468,470,476,491. 

Drake, Dawsonne, member of Madras 
Council, 66; takes charge of Manila, 
218. 

Drake, Roger, Jr, 450; owner of the Itesti- 
tution, 253. 

Draper, Lt Col. William, 2]3; promoted 
Col., 37; recruits and stores for battalion 
of, 6, 49, 68, 97, 111, 125*6, 146, 164; 

f assage, 152; capture of l^ippines, 
18-9, 452. 

Drought, William, cadet, 50,51. 

Droz, Simeon, writer, 16Ji 380,448. 

Duannu, see Diwani. 

Due de Chartru (Fr. ship), 8. 







Dudley, George, Dicector of B. 1. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 155, 157, 
159, 160, 175, 177, 206, 211, 212, 217, 
218, 

Duff, Gapt. H., of the ChtsUrfield, 436. 

Duffield, Ensign Vernon, 307. 

Duke (ship), 288; foundered, 331. 

Duke D' Aquitaine (H. M. ship), 331. 

Dukeof Albany {fUaip), 228. 

DtJee of Dorest (ship), 250, 253, 262, 280; 
reward to crew, 75, 252; damaged, 251. 

-Capt., see Allen, Capt. John. 

Duke of Gloucester (ship), 228,230. 

Duke of Richmond (ship), 10, 11, 16, 47, 
161,227,230,332. 

—Capt., see Godfrey, Capt. Bei^amin. 

Dunstali, Gapt. Lt Necross, 307; dead, 
375. 

Dupleix, J. F., Marquis, memoir of, 
xxxviii, xxxix, 207, 577-8. 

Durand, Capt. John, of the Restitution, 
15, 253. 

Durbar, Murshidabad. 

Durlabhram Mahindra (Roy Duliub, 
Roydoolub, Roydullab), 81, 364; com¬ 
mission, 45; suspected, 326. 

Duss Massa Rupee, see Rupee, Das Masa. 

Dustack, Dusticks, Dustuck, see Dastak. 

Dutch, the, in possession of Natal and 
Tapanuli, xi, 209; Court on relations with, 
xlii-iii, 25, 79-80, 128, 153-4, 191-2; 
saltpetre and opium trade, 23, 148-9, 
289,362,473,496-7,511,556; armament, 
24-5, 219, 220-1, 225, 226, 237-8, 579; 
action against, 75; to pay indemnity to 
Coy, 107, 311-2; strained relations, 
129-30; papers re., 147-8, 190-1, 252, 
451, 557; investment, 186-7, 236,545; 
breakdown in negotiations, 237, 579; 
and the Malays, 259, 580-1; Mir Jafar’s 
relations with, 262, 273, 580-2; treaty 
with, 276; Mir Q,asim and, 295, 524; 
neutrality pact, 368; deserters, 378, 
423-4, 449; dispute re. the Susanna 

Margarita, 494-6; and passim; see also 
Bisdom, Adrian; Chinsuta. 


Earl of Ashbumham (ship), 146, 156, 
432, 460, 467, 468, 471, 494, 500, 529, 
538; detained, 506, 508-9, 515; cargo, 
514. 

—Capt, see Pearce, Capt. Thomas. 

Earl of Elgin (ship), 105,219,412. 

Earl of Holdemesseifiiip), 57, 72, 77, 97, 
101, 108, 161, 187, 227, 230, 390-1, 
405,412. 

—Gapt, see Brooke, Capt. Robert. 

Earl of Lineoln (skup), 228,230. 

Earl of Middhsexlfix^, 179.* 

Earl Temple (ihjj|))/ 6, 10, II, 346, 355, 
397,398; to h6 sold, 11-2. 


—Capt., see Foster, Gapt. WiUsaan- 

Edwards, Patrick, surgeosi, 31,32. 

Egmont (ship), 6, 10, 11, 19, 162, 163, 
178. 

—Capt,rwMear8, Gapt. Charles. 

Eiser, Capt.-, d Cd. Coote’s Reg^eat 

455. 

Eivy, SH Ivie, Capt. George. 

Elephants' Teeth, see Ivory. 

Elerson (Ellison), William, of Htnsars, 
306; retires, 448. 

Elizabethlylap), 17, 122, 149, 150; burnt, 
227. 

-Capt., see Burdett, Capt. Robert. 

Ellazartc, LtD., of Hussars, 462. 

Ellis, WUliam, member d F. W. Board 
and Select Committee, 71, 84, 85, 105, 
271, 275, 277, 309-10, 327, 329; dis¬ 
approves measures taken re. Mir Jafar's 
deposition, xvii, 324, 326-7; proposed 
transfer to Bombay, xix, 223-4; ^r 
Q,asim complains against, xxi, xxii, 
xxvi, 485, 487, 490, 520; prisoner, 
xxviii, 523, 524, 532, 537; sdlowances, 
50; role in Ramnarayan affair, 
171; Chief of Patna factory, 374-5, 
422; ready for war, 519; Vansittatt’s 
differences with, 531; killed, 550. 

Ellison, see Elerson. 

Emeralds, 70. 

Engineers, paucity of, 198,373. 

England, see Great Britain. 

Enye, see Ivie, Capt. George. 

Essex (ship), 109, 121, 124, 129, 226, 432. 

-Capt., see Jackson, Capt. George. 

Estaiog (D'Eitang, D’Eastaign, D'Estang), 
Corate d*, Fr. commander, 153, 215, 

391, 397; attacks Bandar Abbas, 
104; captured, 135; Sumatra expedition, 
280,282; note on, 575. 

Europeans, the, restitution money for, 
41, 42, 93-4, 143-5, 190, 251-2,325-6, 
333,367,450,451. 

Evans, Gapt. A., 57, 64. 

Evans, Samuel, cadet, 102. 

ExpeAtion (Fr. frigate), 227. 

E]q>ort Warehouse Keeper, allowances, 89. 

Exports (from England), 4, 15-21, 57-9, 
75-6, 110-1, 123-6, 132, 163-5,181-3, 
233-5; sale, 286, 541. 

Eyre, Walpole, 449. 

Eyres, George, Quarter Master, 423. 

Eyres, John, cadet, 5. 

Eyton(Eyston), Wi^m, writer, iiaprisa- 
ned, 524; Idled, 551. 


Factors, 31; supenesaions apMiqpt, 
139-40. 

Fairfield, Richard, member of Madras 
Qmind^65- 
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o/aiMU&tCoy’s ship)) €« 7, 10, 11, 12, 
47, 156, 159, 161-3, 166, 178, 187, 282, 
286,397,508. 

—Capt., ste Dale, Capt. James; 0*hara> 
Get&ie. 

palmouth (H. M. ship), 33l. 

Falta (Fultah), 24-Pargan» Dist., Bengal, 
253. 

Fwu (H. M. ship), 152. 

Fam^ (snow), 282. 

Fanshaive, Lt—, of the Tj^er, 357. 

Farmaa (imperial order or grant), xx, 
245, 291, 481, 482, 484, 532, 533; note 
on, 572. 

Famikhsiyat, xviii. 

FalA-t-/i/sBi(ship), lost, 180, 355, 363» 
383. 

Fatty Dad (ship), 439. 

Fatwa, Patna DIst., Bihar, 277. 

Faujdar (military governor of a district: 
chief ofabody of troops), xx, xxv, xxviii, 
XXX, 271, 295, 330, 333, 481, 523, 567. 

Faux, John, carpenter, 205. 

Famite (sloop), 68. 

Feake, Ensign Samuel, 376. 

Fenner, Capt. Parson, of the Walpole, 110. 

Fenwick, Edward, writer, 238. 

Fenwick (Fenwicke), Capt. Thomas, 449, 
501; allowances, 50, 142; incapaaty, 
306,310. 

Fenwick, Ensign Thomas, death, 306. 

Fenwicke, Ensign William, appointment, 
206. 

Ferrand, Gideon, death, 374. 

Ferrar, Edward, cadet, 66; Ensign, 
423. 

Fidelle (Fr. frigate), 103,452,468. 

Filewood, Lt William, 307,377. 

Finances, of E. I. Coy, 38-9, 67, 194, 472; 
set also Accounts. 

Finlayson, Ensign Mathew, 376; death, 
447. 

Fimam, aeeFaman, ' 

Fischer, Capt. Christian, superseded, 
140, 306; southern expedition, 249, 
259,261; note on, 579. 

Fitzhugh, Thomas, member of Canton 
Select Committee, 14; member of 
China Council and Resident in China, 
116, 163,230. 

Flaetian, Caesar, cadet, 127; Ensign, 
476. 

Flaction, CU^t. Francis, 448, 476; lein- 
Btated, 127; commission to, 476. 

Fletehm', 'Capt. Hmury, 162; of the Stormont, 
109, 119. 

Fletcher, Brev. Robert, 241. 

Flour, for Fort Marlbro’, 125,284. 

Forde, Col. Francis, ^3, 24, 37; share in 
Spoilt of vmr, 80; note on, 572. 


Foedham, Gilbert, sergeant in infantry, 
205. 

Foreigners, in Bengal anny, STSj not 
admitted to artillery, 530 . 

Forrester, Capt. Bernard, death, 262. 

Forster, Lt James, 376. 

Fort, ste Fort William. 

Fort Marlbro'(Bencoolen, Sumatra, 
West Coast), Benkulen, on west coast 
of Sumatra, pepper from, 5,13, 62,113, 
260, 261; slaves for , 12, 57, 63, 281, 
244; treasure for, 15-6, 111, 166, 235, 
236; opium trade, 19, 56, 287, 346; 
defence of, 37; made independent 
presidency, 55; goods for, 58, 1Z5, 149, 

164, 186, 234, 453, 544; astronomical 

observations at, 65; and the Ft., 
69, 103-4, 113, 135, 190, 280, 

282; chaplain at, 88; resettlement, 106, 
122-3, 157, 174,195, 368; recruits for, 
112, 125, 175, 197; exchange of war 
prisoners, 153; ships for, 227, 231; 
mtroduction of the Chinese, 230, 231; 
artificers for, 360; notes on, 571, 576; 
and passim-, see also Natal; TapanuH. 

—Governor, see Carter, Roger; Ardley 
Samuel. 

—President & Council, personnel, 55. 

—Select Committee, 31, 55. 

Fort St David, South Arcot Dist., Madras, 
loss, 22, 79,571. 

Fort St. George (ship), 421. 

Fort St George Presidency (Madras 
Government, Madras Presidency), idat 
Qasim’s gift of Rs. 5 lakhs to, xvii, 
270, 272, 294; promise military aid to 
Bengal, xxxi, 528; troops for, 6, 7,47-8, 
101-2, 175, 197, 224, 225, 239, 240; and 
the Fr., 14, 24, 571; longcloth irom, 
22; funds for investment, 38, 67, 112, 

165, 235, 282, 283-4, 288, 333, 363; 

goods for, 57-8, 110, 111, 163, 164, 

233, 250,331-2; personnel of government, 
65-6, 86; maintenance of records, 96; 
inquire into massacre at Haingwi, 137; 
saltpetre for, 187, 289, 362, 439, 492; 
ships for, 228; Madras detachment,377-8; 
and passim, 

—Governor, commission to, 302; see also 
Pigot, George. 

Fort iFiKlMM (ship), 75,244. 

Fort William (sehMaer),282,284; lost, 356. 

Fort William (Fort, New Citadel, New 
Fort), fortification, 66, 75, 81-2, 100, 
137-8, 192, 297, 345, 372, 373, 446, 
549-56; committee for defence, 85-6; 
frauds, 114-5, 295-6, 324, 444-5; garri¬ 
son; 255; accounts, 406; and patsmi 
see olsa Calcutta. « 

Fort William Board, posidon ru-a-ws Sdect 
Committee, xvi, 141; d^erenecs re. Mir 
Jafisr’s dejmsitiopi, xvi, 324; differences 
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re. policy towards Mir Q,asim, xvii, 
xxiu'iv, 365, 421, 474, 490-1; correspon¬ 
dence with Mir Qasira re. private trade 
and procedure therefor, xix, xx, xn, 
Bdi, 483-5, 487-90, 530; Vansittart 

di^ts from majority, xix, xx, xxvi, 
477, 507, 521, 531-4, 584; defend Coy’s 
servants’ trade privileges, xx, 299-302, 
482; on Amyatt-Hay deputation to 
Mir Qasim, xxi, xxii, xxiii, 489, 490, 
518-9; unity owing to hostilities with 
hfo Qasim, xxiv, 513,515; war prepara¬ 
tions and declaration, xxv, xxxi-ii, 
51^20; re-instal Mir Jafar, xxri-vii, 
521-2, 525-6; on Mir Qasim’s threat 
to kill prisoners, xxx, 527-8; Goiurt 
approves its policy re. Ramnarayan, 
xxxii, 170-1; as Court of Appeals, 
xliv, 146, 323, 512; limited powers of 
taxation, xlv, 407; rotation system of 
government, 32, 572; emoluments of 
members, 32-3, 309; composition and 
personnel, 70-1, 72, 84-6, 105, 172-3, 
303,352,374,446,551; mode of filling up 
vacancies, 85; recording of dissenting 
opinions, 171-2, 366; empowered to 
appoint court-martial, 211; and Com¬ 
missioners of Restitution, 325-6; differen¬ 
ces re. renting of Kharijuri r Pareana, 
418-9; question of military members, 
,421; not empowered to grant letters of 
marque, 453; all members summoned 
to Calcutta, 474, 481; denies Court’s 
charges re, investment, 545; separate 
departments for commercial and poli¬ 
tical transactions, 547, 555. 

—Asst Secy, see Ashbumer,-. 

—President and Governor, commission 
on revenues, xlvi, 84, 98, 196, 222, 374, 
549; commission on coral, silver and 
precious stones, 70, 138, 302; emoluments 
98-9,309; holiday home for, 138; corres¬ 
pondence with native powers exclusively 
through, 172, 421; commission on coi¬ 
nage, 303, 383; Vansittart pleads for 

S eater powers, 535; see also Clive, Lt 
ol. Robert; Holwell, J. Z.; Vansittart, 
Henry. 

—Second in Council, see Amyatt, Peter. 

—Select Committee, negotiations with 
Mir Qasim, xvi, xvii, xix; position, 
vis-a-vis F. W. Board, xvi, 141; Camac 
disobeys orders of, xxxii; persoimel and 
composition, 3-4,85,245-6,310; powers, 
limited, 157: Vansittart’s defence of and 
viaws on, 2/8,535-6; mode of business, 
309; Secretaries, 373. 

—Se^, preference in promotion, 554-5; 
see also Cook, J.; Smith, Culling; Gray, 
George; Graham, Capt. John; William- 
■ w», George. 

Fcwt'WUliam ]hresidenCy, goods for, 20-1, 
58, no. 111, ie3, 163, 233; finances, 
38-9,67,47^ #»s<tii«Be^l. 

^ortificationi/ -25, 30, 254; accounts, 
42; sw alir Fort William. 


Fortnon^ John, architect and asst engineer, 
198. 

Foster, Capt. William, of the Earl Ten^> 

10 . 

Fougedar, seeFaiydar. 

Foundling Hospital, idv, 424. 

Fowke, Capt. Francis, of the Admiral 
Watson, lO. 

Fox (ship), 17, 57, 72, 77, 97, 101, 108, 
221, 226, 288, 353, 354, 390, 391, 397, 
398,405,412, 453. 

—Capt., see Hume, Capt. Alexander. 

Foyer, George Samuel, cadet, 5. 

France, breakdown of peace-talks, xxxvii, 
128, 129, 135; cessation of hostilities, 
xxxviii, 158, 159, 161; treaty with, 
xxxviii, 176-7, 206, 212; we «/jo French, 
the. 

Frankland, William, ex-member of 
F.W. Board, on revenues, 26; dismissed, 
71; his house, 138, 297. 

Fraser, Alexander, member of China 
Council, 163. 

Freake, Capt. John, of cavalry, to serve 
on Coromandel Coast, 101-2; transfer, 
423, 448, 552. 

Free Merchants (those who carried on 
trade with Coy’s permission), xlv, 31, 
238. 300, 301. 

French,—, to be member of Dacca Council. 
375. 

French, the, naval activities and capture of 
ships, xxxvii, 5, 7-8, 9, 23, 51-2, 69, 
78-9, 98, 103, 106-7, 113-4, 152, 154-5, 
227, 273-4, 281, 452, 461, 468-70, 494-6; 
British success over, xxxvii, 67-8; 
restoration of settlements, xxxviii-xli, 
207-10, 213-5, 557; lanmishing con¬ 
dition, xli, 237; repulsed from Madras, 
14, 24, 249, 259, 571, 579; prisoners of 
war, 15, 81, 131, 153, 201-2, 215,283, 
345, 349, 357-8, 392, 400, 425-6, 437, 
455, 463,469, 470, ^75, 493, 500, 511, 
556; bonds sent through, 41, 573; and 
Fort Marlbro’, 69, 103-4, 113, 

135, 190, 280, 282; proposed attack on 
Bourbon and Maiuritius, 157, 390*1; 
relief to distressed families, 190, 368; 
cloth from, 311; deserters, 378, 449; 
volunteers, 423; share in saltpetre, 
496; in Bengal army, 499; not adxmtted 
to artillery, 530; Vansittart’s views re,, 
536-7; non-arrival of Commissaries, 568; 
and passim; see also Ache, Comte d’; 
Chandemagore; Ckill^, Chevalier, de; 
Dupleix, J. F.; Estaing, Comte d’; 
France; Lally, T. A.; LawdcLauriston, 
Jean; Pondicherry; Seven Years’ War. 

French Islands, see Bourbon; Mauritius. - 

Frist, Thomas, death, 305. 

Fuller, William, cadet, 5. 

Fullerton, William, surgeon, 50; survives 
l^tna massacre, xxxi, 565; dues, 311, 
449. 
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Fultah, su Falta. 
Furiong, Lt Walter^ 376. 
Futtwa, set Fatwa. 


GaMOES (ship), 493. 

Gm\j (market\ at] Patna, 482, 484-5, 584. 

Garha (coanr cloth), 22, 546. 

Garland, Nathaniel, member of China 
Council, 56, 163; Resident in China, 
116, 230. 

Gaup, Capt. G. F., of Swiss Coy, 92, 
381-2. 

Gaurhati (Ghyrottee), Hooghly Dist., 
Bengal, xli, xlii, 486, 497, 498, 500, 
520. 

General Laurence (ship), 57, 73. 

George II, King of England, death, 
52-3. 

George III, King of England, proclama¬ 
tion of accession, 53, 54; note on, 573. 

Ghazipur (Gauzapoor, Gauzupoor), U.P., 
salt^tre from, 187, 362. 

Ghaziud Din Khan (Gawze Odir Cawn, 
Gazoadin Cawn), Vazir, 117, 364, 441. 

Ghyrottee, see Gaurhati. 

Gildart, Richard, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4,5,8,52. 

Glutton (ship), 162-3,178. 

Glen, Lt William, 376. 

Glover, Capt. Alphonsus, of the Warren, 
57,405,416. 

Gobindram Thakur (Tacoor), 295, 324. 

Godfrey, Capt. Benjamin, of the Duke of 
Richmond, 10, 227, 332. 

Godfrey, Peter, Chairman of Court of 
Directors, 4, 5, 8; Director of E. I. Coy, 
52, 53, 70, 71, 100. 

Godolphin (ship), 121, 219, 221, 226, 233, 
250, 253, 271, 280, 281, 282, 287, 347, 
354-5, 391, 397, 398, 405, 411, 412, 
414, 455,460,545; question of freightage, 
415-6; departure delayed, 429-30 , 431, 
432-5. 

—Capt., see Hutchinson, Capt.•William; 
Roddam, Capt. CollingwoM. 

Gold, coinage, 261, 360, 383, 438; see 
also Bullion. 

Golding, Edward, writer, 238. 

Gomastahs, see Gumashtas. 

Gombroon, see Bandar Abbas. 

Gonan, Lt—, of King’s Train, 60. 

Goodwin, Henry, 346. 

Gordon, Lt Andrew, 146,423,522. 

Gordon, Maj. Robert, 7. 

Gordon, Maj. William, 7. 

Goring, Charles, writer, 167,511. 

Gossard, Capt. M.; of the Susanna 
Marita, 495. 


Gough, Charles, Director of B. I. Goy» 
5, 8, 52, 53, 70, 100, 107, 116, 118, 
130, 150, 159, 160, 175, 176, 177, 211, 
212, 217, 218; member of Secret Com¬ 
mittee, 155,157,162. 

Governor of Bengal, see Fort William 
Board, President and Governor. 

Go%vin, Capt. John, transfer, 35-6, 305. 

Grab (kind of ship), 452. 

Grafton, see Scrafton, Luke. 

Graham, Capt. John, Secy to F. W. Board, 
24l, 555; at Bui^wan, 193, 370, 443, 
476-7. 

Grain, du^ on, 28; for Bombay, 251; 
see also Rice. 

Grampus (sloop), 468. 

Grant, Capt. Hugh, xxviii, 376, 524, 
555. 

Grant, Lt John, Secy to Maj. Adams, 

Grantham (ship), 17, 288; lost, 9-10. 

Gray, George, Resident at Malda, 195, 
362; Secy to F. W. Board, 304; tempo¬ 
rary charge of Cossimbazar factory, 
510-1. 

Cr< 5 » /found (snow), 471. 

Great Britain, war with France, xxxvii, 
7, 23; cessation of hostilities, xxxviii, 
158, 159, 161; treaty of Paris, xxxviii, 
206, 212. 

Green, Capt. Lt John, 376. 

Green, Thomas, cadet, 206. 

Greentree, Ensign John, 376. 

Gregory—, Kharijuri Pargana rented to 
399, 418-9. 

Gregory, Robert, 493. 

Grewer, Lt John, 307. 

Griffin (ship), 250; lost, 109. 

Griffin, Capt. John, of the Lapwwg, 178. 

Griffith,—, hostage with the Fr., 153. 

Grose, John, writer, 167. 

Grosvenor (ship), 121,124,150,432. 

Ground-rent, of Calcutta, xlv, 444, 558. 

Grueber, Nicolas, writer, 66,86. 

Gulstone, Edward, proficiency in Persian, 
305; stays with Hay, 522; killed, 551, 
555. 

Gumashtas (Indian agents, stewar^ or 
confidential factor^, xviii, xx, xxi, 195, 
254, 474, 567, 568; regulations for, 
483, 533-4. 

Gunge, see Gary, 

Gunpowder, for various settlements, 4, 6, 
123, 125, 163-4, 233-5, 287; manufac¬ 
ture, 20, 30, 36, 76-7, 184-6, 252, 332, 
359,438,449, 500, Sp, 

Guns, 102; muiufacture, 76, 323, 423; 
indent for, 235. 

Gmok, see Gotha, 
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HaCKETT, ioha» 89. 

Radley» Henry, Director of £. I, Coy, 
4* S,», 52,53, 7«.l, 100,155,159, 175-7, 
206,211-2,217-9-, 225,246. 

Hadley, Ensign George, 174,198. 

Haggis, Capt. Charles, of the Prince 
Hemy, 56. 

Hague, Capt. Thomas, of the Prince Hmy, 
232. 

Haingyyi Island (Neuais), Burma, 75; 
nmssacre at, 80, 137; timber from, 
190, 360; withdrawal of settlement, 295, 
368; note on,574. 

Hairhines (kind of piccegoods), for Canton, 
58, 111, 164. 

Haldane, Capt.—, of the America, 1, 46, 
276. 

Haldane, Capt. James, of the Prince Edward, 
10; of the Dme of Albany, 228. 

Hall, Alexander, member of Fort Marlbro* 
Council, 55. 

Hall, Henry, factor, death, 305. 

Hall, Capt. Richard, of the Worcester, 
57. 228. 

Ham,—, surgeon, imprisoned, 524; 
killed, 551. 

Hambly, William, Coy’s agent at Plymouth, 
114. 

Hamilton, Philip, cadet, 50, 51. 

Hampton, Charles, factor at Fort Marlbro’, 
69-70. 

Hampton, Lt Samuel, 376. 

Hancock, T^o Saul, surgeon at Cossim- 
bazar, 88-9; resigns, 375. 

Harcourt (ship), 106, 109, 113, 122, 149-50, 
226,250. 

—Capt., see Morrison, Capt. Richard. 

Hardwicke (ship), 110, 120, 123, 126, 

146, 130, 226, 250, 251, 236, 280, 432, 
468, 470, 476, 491; crew rewarded, 
252. 

—Capt., see Samson, Capt. Brook. 

Haitdwicke,—, supercargo of the Godol- 
phin,^H, 415. 

Hardwidke, Capt. Peter, of the Earl of 
JLmealn, 228. 

Harkarak (messenger), 521, 524. 

Harling, Henry, absconds, 149. 

Harrington, Charles, factor, death, 551. 

Harris, Capt. Francis, of the Triton, 10; 
death, 281. 

Harrison, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 105, 107, 
116, 128, 130, 150, 155, 219, 225, 

vw* 

Harrison, Robert John, member of China 
^uncil, 163. c!t ^ 

Harrison, StnAuel, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, W, 53, 107, 130, 155, 157, 160, 
175, 176, 177, 211, 212, 217. 


Harrison, William, member of China 
Council, 230. 

Harwood, William, writer, 167. 

Hasbulhukm (document issued aggreably 
to royal authority by minister or other 
high officer of Govt), xx, 481-2,484. 

Hassenclaver, Lt Christian, death, 806. 

Hastings, Warren, mission to Mir Qtsiin, 
xix, 223; 440-1; suf^ests regulation of 
private inland trade, xx, 474; on Bengal 
nawabship, xxvi, xxvH, 521-2, 525^; 
member of Select Committee, 246; Resi¬ 
dent at Murshidabad, 304; to examine 
Nandakumar’s papers, 326; member of 
F. W. Board, 374; on Kharijuri Parana, 
418-9; quarrel with Batson, 513^; to 
return to Eurppe, 553; and passm. 

Hathaway, Abraham, carpenter, 205. 

Hatley, Parker, 66,167,462. 

Hats, for army, 287, 542. 

Havatmah (ship), 162-3, 178. 

Hawke (ship), 54, 56, 72, 97, 108, 159, 
161-3, 166, 178, 187, 353-4, 383, 390, 
397, 412,508. 

—Capt., see Cotton, John; Kent, Capt. G* 

Hawkins, Charles, writer, 167. 

Hay, Lt George, 306,499. 

Hay, Robert, member of Fort Marlbro’ 
Council, 55; prisoner, 380. 

Hay, William, member of F. W. Board, 
374; proposes demand of 20 lakhs from 
Mir Qasim, xix, 421; deputation to 
Mir Qasim, xxi-iv, 484-5, 487, 488-90 
505, 515-8; proposed return to Calcutta, 
XXV, 318-9; hostage, xxvi, xxvii, xxx, 
520,522,528,537; on KharOuri Pargana, 
418-9; accuses Vansittart, 488; killed, 
550. 

Haynes, Ensign John, 307, death, 476. 

Hays, Lt Fireworker, 307; 2nd Lt, 476. 

Hazarimal (Huzrumul), Huzzooramul)* 
297; executor of Aminchaad’s will, 
xliv-v, 424. 

Heath, Thomas, member of Madras 
Council, 66. 

Hector (ship), 110, 150, 163, 471. 

Herbert, John, 122. 

(H. M. ship), 103. 

Hesman, William, Adjutant in cavalry 
448. 

Higginson, Alexander, writer, 167. 

Higginson, Henry, writer, 167. 

Hijili (Ingellee, Ingeriee), Midnapore 
Dist., B^al, 260,280,491. 

Htnde, Capt. Thomas, of the Onslow 

10 . 

Hindustani Language (Moon Language), 
304; note on, 582. 

Hircarp see Harkarak. 

}Knt, William, chaplain, 422 . 
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ICb Majesty’s Squadron (in the East 
Indies), 213; to defend Bengal, xxxi, 
528, 557-8; actions against the Fr., 

xxxvii, 51, 69, 78-9,113-4,276; strength, 
7, 46-7, 68; Mir Jafar’s donation, 25; 
stores for. 111, 125, 164, 347; proposed 
return to Europe, 2I5| losses, 331; 
expedition against Philippines, 452; 
see also Steevens, Admiral Charles. 

Holdenusse, see Earl of Holdemesse, 

Kollond, Lt Richard, 423. 

Holme, John, writer, 167, 552. 

Holmes, J., 297. 

Holwell, J. Z., member of F. W. Board, 
criticised, 33, 34-5; b6nds, 41, 42, 311, 
345,449; dismissed, 71, 72; on frauds 
in Fort William construction, 114, 295, 
324; offg. Governor of Bengal, 277; 
resigns, 3o3; leaves India, 349. 

Hooghly(Houghly), Bengal, 300. 

— Fmjdar, dues, 295, 333. 

—Dutch Director, see Bisdom, Adrian. 

Hooghly River (Bengal River), 75; need for 
pier in, 332. 

Hooke, Benjamin, commander of the 
Poeockf 162. 

Hoop, Comelis Van-der, Dutch Com¬ 
missary, 191. 

Hope, Sir William, 307. 

Homer, Mann, member of China Council, 
163, 230. 

Horsendonlfhip), 119,122 149-50,226. 

Houghton (ship), 106, 108-9, 121, 124, 

249, 250, 260. 280, 460, 466-8, 470, 

491; damaged, 150, 152. 

—Capt., see Newton, Capt. Charles; 
Rogers, Capt. W. 

Hoogly, see Hooghly. 

House-rent Allowance, 138,308. 

Houses, purchase for official use, 138, 29?. 

Howe (How), Francis, cadet, 50, 51; 
deported, 307-8. 

Howe, Capt. Thomas, of the Winehelsea, 
110, 221, 433, 493; patronage, 1^1; 
appreciated, 245. 

Howitt,—, imprisoned, 524; killed, 550. 

Hume, Alexander, member of China 
Council and Resident in China, 116, 
163, 230i 

Hume, Capt. Alexander, of the Fox,57,405. 

Humphreys, Isaac, cadet, 5; Comet, 
377; 2nd Lt, 448. 

Hurst, Geoige, writer, 126,447. 

Hutchinson, Henry, asst at Murshidabad, 
485; killed, 522, 551. 

Hutchinsem, John, writer, 167. 

Hutchinson, Capt. Norton, of the Cssmar- 
von, 10, 228. 

Hutchinson, Capt. William, of the Godot- 
pkm, 121,355,415.41,430,433; dkgnitc 
with Roddam and death, 414<5* 


Huygens, Ensign Henry, 423, 445. 
Huzrumull, Huziiooramul, see Hazarimal. 
Hyderabad, ruler of, rseSatabatJang. 


IdELL, Henry, member of Fort Marlbro’ 
Council, 55. 

Ilekester {ship), 21,22. 

Iiwort-Warehouse-Keeper, not to inter¬ 
fere with sea-customs, 21; perquisites, 
309. 

imports, see Exports (from England). 

Indians (Black Inhabitants), in Calcutta, 
restitution for, 26, 144, 190,367, 451. 

Indulto, xli, 237; note on, 579. 

Ingellee, Ingerlee, rwHyili. 

Inglis, Capt. Cornelius, 228-9. 

Ingram, Capt. W., death, 306. 

Invalids, 60-1, 283, 345, 349; of King'a 
army, 400, 407, 425,455, 500. 

Investment, 288-9, 330, 332-3, 350-1, 
361-3, 440; Court's instructions, 21-3, 
78, 127-8, 156, 165-7, 186-8, 235-6, 

236-7; De la Porte to advise on, 133-4, 
461, 553; bv the Dutch, 186-7, 191-2; 
quick despatch arranged, 253; advance 
to various factories, 438-9; cost, 472; 
affected by troubles with ^r Qi^sim, 
510-1; deficiency, 544, 546; F. W. 
Board’s reply to Court’s charges re., 
545; see also Cloth; Piecegoods; Raw 
Silk; Shipping; Silk; Trade; Treasure. 

Iron, for various settlements, 4, 58, 1 lO-U 
123,125, 163-4, 233-4; shortage, 75-6; 
weight, 182; for gun-carriages, 183; 
question of delivery, 499. 

Irving, Maj. John, of H. M. 84th Regt., 
killed, XXX, 551, 564. 

Isle of France, ue Mauritius. 

Iveson, Capt. Steven, of the Sullivan, 4M, 
495 . 

Ivie (Eivy, Enye), Capt. George, of the 
Tartar, 262i rewarded, 131, 331. 

Ivory (Elephants* Teeth), 58. 

Izeling, Ensign John Lewis, 376; deaths 
447. 


IacKLSON, Capt. George, of the Essen, 
109, 

Jackson, Capt. Joseph, of the Pitt, 57, 
178, 224. 

Jafar AH Khan (Jaffeir Ally Cawn, Jaffeir 
Ali Khan, Meer Jaffeir), Nawab of 
Bengal, deposition, xv-vl, 270, 291-3, 
324; reinstallation, xxvi-vii, 522,525-6,. 
567; joins h^. Ada|^ against M^r 
Qasim, xxvii,o xxix,' 526; finaweft; 
^ligations and accounts thereof, 25. 
43-6, 136, 143, 262, 289-91, 298-5 

325, 833, 442, 543. 545, 572; lavfs 



receptioat 25-6; Coy’s loan to, 26; 

. Court’s instructions re. xmlitary aid to, 
29^; jagir to Clive V. BI, 219, 574-5; 
present to E. 1. Coy from, 259; relations 
with the Dutch, 262, 273, 580-2; retires 
to Calcutta, 278; Vansittart’s opinion of, 
532; and passim; sse also Restitution 
Fund. 

—Son of, see Miran. 

Jagat Seths (Mahtab Rai and Swarup 
Chand), imprisoned, xxiv-v, 516-7; 
against Coy’s mint privileges, 77, 285; 
presents by, 80,262. 

Jagdia (Jugdea), Noakhali Dist., Bengal, 
atJOtviii, 207. 

Jagir (hereditary assignment of land and of 
Its rent as annuity), xlvi, 364; of Lord 
Clive, 81, 219, 575. 

Jalal Bukhari, Sayyid, Faujdar of Ranga- 
mati, XX, 482; note on, 583. 

Jalangi (Jelingee) River, 471. 
amadax (an officer of army, police or 
customs), xli, 277, 324,497, 522. 

James, Thomas, artillery sergeant, 203. 

Jeit, sec Jyeshtka. 

Jekyle, Joseph, 305. 

Jelingee River, ws Jalangi River. 

JemauUiM, see Jamadar. 

Jennings, Capt. William, commandant of 
artillery corps, 173,552. 

Jewels, of Mir Jafar pledged with Coy, 
44-5, 293-5, 333; of Mir Qasim sold, 
368. 

Johnstone, John, proposes demand of 20 
lakhs from Mir Q.asim, xix, 421; Chief 
of Midnapore factory and revenues, 
193,299, 330-1,350-1,352,371; member 
of F. W. Board, 374; on Kharijuri 
Pargana, 399, 418-9; on procedure for 
correspondence with Mir Qasim, 484; 
settles Burdwan revenues, 443; accuses 
Vansittart, 488; and passim. 

jemes, Lt James, 423; accompanies 
Amyatt, 522. 

Jugdea, see Jagdia. 

Juggat Seat, Jugget Seats, Juggutseat, 
s«* Jagat Seths. 

Justice, Administration of, xliii-iv, 202, 
322-3, 382, 424; difficulties re. lease 

of Kharijuri Pargana, 202-4; by-laws for 
public works, 204-3} need for law-booksy 
'424, 453; iee alio Court of Appeals; 
Court-martial. 

Jyeskdea imotttb in Hindu C|ilendar cor¬ 
responding to Mky-June), 290. 


(Gaily), riure-girl, 424 

KaUisdB (Oatu^), £hittsigong Dist., 
Bengal, 54fi 

ISaQctpur JGi^apoor), Marshidabad Dist, 
Bengal, Dutdb iaotory at, •xxviii, 524. 


Kakngar Khan (Comdar Gawn, Oomgar 
Cawn, Cumdar Gawn), 

Narhat-Semai, xxxiii, xxxiv, 276, 
419, 453; note on, 582. 

Kandy (Candi), Ceylon, King of, 221, 
578. 

Karamnasa (Carmnassa, Carumnassa) 
River, xxx, 189, 563, 564. 

Karikal, Fr. settlement in Tfwqore 
Dist., Madras, restoraUon, xxxviii, 
xxxix, xl, 207, 208-9. 

irarAAana(workshp), 87. 

Kartik (month in Hindu calendar correspon¬ 
ding to October-November), 290. 

Karunguli (Carringola), Chingleput Dist., 
Madras, 259. 

Kasijora (Coss^ura), Midnapore I^t.,- 
Bengal, doria irom, 474. 

Katka (measure of land equalling 80 sq. 
yds), 298, 326. 

Katwa (Cutwa), Burdwan Dist., Bengal, 
xxix, 526. 

Kcble (Keeble), Capt. Page, to be Master 
Attendant, 99. 

Keighley, James Inglish, writer, 238. 

Kella, sec Kila. 

Kelly, James, cadet, 5, 66. 

Kempenfelt, Capt. R., 218. 

Kcnderdinc, George Mainwaring, sur¬ 
geon, 238. 

Kennedy, Capt.—, of the Blonde, 152. 

Kent, Capt. G., of the Hawke, 56, 354, 
398. 

Kcppel, Capt.—, of the Valiant, 154-5. 

Khadim Husain Khan, Nawab of Purnea, 
revolt of, 272. 

Khalari (salt-pan), 444. 

Kharagpur (Barackpore), Monghyr Dist., 
Bihar, action against raja, 148, 577. 

Kharijuri (Corry Juree, Corry Jurie, Corry 
Jury) Pargana, 24-Parganas Dist., 
Bengal, attempts at rehabilitation, 
27-8, 348, 371,399-400,418-9; difficulties 
re. lease, 202-4. 

Khas (under direct management of Govt) 
444, 548. 

Kkasa (variety of fine muslin), 133,363. 

Khaspur (Causpoor, Cosspoor) Pargana, 
24-Parganas Dist., Bengal, 326, 417-8. 

Kiemander,—, missionary, 424. 

jr«7fl(fort), 523-4. 

Kinch, Capt. Lt John, 307, 377. 

King, Capt. James, of the Argo, ^52. 

King (Seorge (privateer), 113. 

King of Prussia (ship), 180-1, 356-7, 391. 

Kinnersley, Francis, member of Canton 
Select Committee, 14; member of Ctuna 
Council, 56. 

Kissendass, see Krishna Das. 

KisAunda,' KhtebtmSoe, itt QM^»»di. 
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Kidght, Gapt.—oftiie Lumj^pp!, 7,46. 
Knox, Capt. Randfurlir, coianMinded, 
148, 344, 528; promotion, 241, 512, 
551; at Midnapwe, 350, 519; onirred 
to Burdwan, 520. 

KoCbler, G. F., 2ndLt, 377. 

Krishna Dass (Kissendass, Kosscndoss), 
256, 294; note on, 580. 


La Boulogne (Fr. ship), 135. 

La Diligente {Ft. frignte), 51. 

l/t Protkee (Fr. ship), 103. 

Lacam, Benjamin, monthly writer, 448. 

Lacam, William, Muster Master, 555. 

Lake,—, imprisoned, 524; killed, 551. 

Lakshmipur (Luekipore, Luckj^ore), Nca- 
khali Dist., Bengal, obstruction to trade, 
xix, xx-xxi, 473; Dacca factory with¬ 
drawn to, xxviii, 524; acquisition of 
zamindari, 25; investment, 262, 301, 
330, 332, 361,363,438,553; closure of 
factory, 546. 

Lally, T. A., Comte de, 331; destroys Fort 
St. David, 79,571. 

Lander (Launder), Ensign Thomas, 
307; death, 447. 

Lander, Ensign William, 448; death, 
476. 

Lapwing (ship), 178, 211, 508. 

Larkins, Capt. William, 119. 

Lascelles, Capt. Peter, of the York, 10 
228, 354. 

Latham (ship), 6 , 9-12, 17, 48, 51, 115» 
162, 179, 230, 271, 275, 281, 286-7 

289, 345, 347. 

—Capt., see Moffatt, Capt. James. 

Lauder, Richard, appointment in artillery, 
530. 

‘Launder, rw Lander, Ensign Thomas. 

Law, Ewan, writer, 238. 

Law Francis, writer, 167, 552. 

Law de Lauriston, Jean, Chief of Cossim- 
bazar Fr. factory, supports Shah Alam, 
xacxiv, 24, 276; prisoner of war, xxxv, 
328, 331, 358; tetum to Europe, 118, 
407; note on, 572. 

lAw-bool4, need for, 424, 453. 


Latarel (ship), sunk, 150. 


Lawrence, Lt Col. Stringer, 213,214,215; 

E romoted Col., 36, 37; C. m C. of 
Iqy’s army. 66 ; tnentbcr m Madrds 
Council and Select Committee, 86 : 
Brevet Maj. General and C. in G. of 
Britlrit fopcss in the East 'Indies, 90-1; 
allowances, 91; to continue in India, 176, 


ir'Atrrgim (Friithql), SI. 
Le Gkaisd(iPr.slup), 9^ 


# Massac (Fr.di^), 8 . 


Lead, for various settlements 4, 58, 110-1, 
123, 125, 163, 233-4; s&ortage, 75^; 
-weight, 182; sale, 358,437. 

Leg^, Thomas, writer, 238. 

Lennon, William, cadet, 66 . 

Leopard (snow), 282, 286, 287. 346, 425, 
437, 492, 540. 

I^emoult, Claud, surgeon of the Godolphin, 
414. 

L'Esprit (Fr. ship), 154-5. 

Letters of Marque, F. W. Board not em¬ 
powered to grant, 453; of Capt. Samson, 
496. 

Lewin, Capt. Richard, of the Vansittart, 
228. 

Leycester, Ralph, junior merchant, 86-7, 
126, 447; member of F. W. Board, 
551. 

Lindsay, Capt. G., of the Ajax, 260; 
death, 103. 

Liim (H. M. ship), 115,117,119,152. 

Liverpool (H. M. ship), 7, 46, 108, 159, 
178, 557-8; dismasted, 331. 

Lloyd, Charles, writer, 167. 

Lockwood, Thomas, member of Canton 
Select Committee, 14. 

London (packet-ship), 108, 109, 119. 

London (ship), 6 , 10, 11, 119,228,229, 346. 

—Capt., see Webb, Capt. John. 

London (snow), 108. 

Long, Cklit. Charles, of K. M. 84th Regt., 
captures Katwa fort, xxix, 526; to be 
promoted, 551. 

Long Ells (kind of cloth), for various set¬ 
tlements, 57-8, 110-1, 123, 163-4, 233-4; 
no demand for, 183; 6 ne scarlet variety, 
542. 

Long-cloth, from Madras, 22. 

Loo (ship), purchase, 14. 

Lord Anson (shipl, 6 , 9-12, 17, 31, 48, 51, 
116-7, 119, 131-2, 228-9, 271, 286-7, 
289, 347,352-3; to be repaired, 281. 

—Capt., see Chick, Capt. Edward Lord. 

Lord Bute (ship), 179, 510,538-9. 

Lord Clive (ship), 162, 179, 221, 508, 510, 
538-9. 

Lord Holland (ship), 228, 230. 

Lard .Masefield (sUp), 6 , 7, 10-2, 47, 119, 
131, 162, 166, 179, 271, 280-1, 289, 

356, 508,510,538-9. 

—Capt., see Macleod, Capt. Alexander. 

Lowis (Louis), John, asst, engineer, 
absconds, 115, 296, 373; death, 445.— 

Loyd, Ensign Phillip, 376; resigns, 447. 

Luekipore, Luckypore, see Jjjkshmipur. 

Lucoiiia Island, Philippine Istahds, cap¬ 
tured, 218-9. ^ 0 

X«sbington, H., Persian Translator,. 804; 
at Jnuna, 375; insprisoned, 524; killed, 
550. ■ 
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Luiniogton, William, writer, 238. 

Lyell, Lt Fireworker Ricbard, resigns, 307. 
Lyon, James Philip, Scot to Select Committe, 
375; member of Cossimb»zar Council, 
463; imprisoned, 524; killed, 550. 
Lyon, Tnoma*', carpenter, 205. 


McGONOHIE (McGonochie), Capt. 
Janus, of tht Norfolk, 57, 73, 435; dies, 
436. 

Mace, James, to be Chiei Engineer, 138; 
death, 445. 

McGwire (McGuire), William, 262; 
commended, 34; allowances, 50; 
dismissed, 71, 72, 374; reinstated, 104- 
5, 422, 446, 512; member of Select 
Committee, 141, 246, 309-10; Chief of 
Patna factory, 170, 303; member 

of F. W. Board, 269, 272, 553; resig¬ 
nation, 551. 

Mackay (Mckie), Hugh, cadet, 50, 51» 
Ensign, 376; prisoner, 523. 

Mackenzie, William, member of China 
Council, 56, 230. 

Mackett, William, paymaster, 445. 
Mackie, Capt. -, transferred to Bom¬ 

bay, 305. 

Macklean, Lt John, 448; death, 462. 
MacLean, Capt. Lauchlin, Jr, xxxi, 
448; to join Adams, xxxii,529-30; re¬ 
storation as Lt, 90. 

Mclean, Capt. Lauchlin, Sr., resigns, 499. 
Macleod, Capt. Alexander, of the Lori 
Mansfield, 10, 162; misconduct, 131, 
283. 

McLeod, Ensign Duncan, 376. 

Madagascar, slaves from, 12, 57, b3,231, 

244; provisions from, 14, 283. 

Madeira Island, ships for, 228. 

Madeira Wine, Court imable to sup;)ly, 
21, 59, 164; for various Presidencies, 
111, 123-4, 129,233,234; demand for, 
286, 358, 543; regulations re., 437. 
Madge, Thomas, commander of the 
Httvamak, 162. 

Madras, question of cenion, xxxix, 208; 
and pasnmt see also Fort St (Seotge 
Presidency. 

Madras Government, Madras Presidency, 
set Fort St George Presidency. 

Madre, C^lon, recaptured, 221. 

Magdalen House, xliv, 424. 

Magee, William, accountant, 89, 145, 
312, 347, 382, 400, 556. 

Afagha (month in Hindu calendar corres> 
ponding to January-February), 290. 

Idagure (MwO^i Magprah, Mahgoorahl, 
farganttj 7?4'Parganas Dist., Bengal, 
revfndc^wltninistratton, 326,417-8, 443, 

948. 


Mahe (Mahie), Malabar Dist., Kerala, 
xxxviii, 207. 

Mahmud Allum Cawn, Mahmud Ally, 
Mahomed Ally Khan, see Muhammad 
Ali Waityah, 

Mahomed Aly, Mahomed Aly Beg, sh 
Muhammad Ali Beg. 

Mahomed Tuckey Cawn, see Muhammad 
Taqi Khan. 

Mainwaring, Capt. Roger, of the Tilbury. 
109, 119. 

Maitland, Capt. Patrick, of the Ajax, 163, 
162, 166. 

Majendie, William, writer, 66,86. 

Malacca, tin from, 62. 

Malangi (salt worker), 548. 

Malayans (Mallays), the, Dutch troubles 
with, 259, 580-1. 

Malda (Mauldah, Maulda) Factory, 
Bengal, investment, 361-2, 438, 510, 

511, 544. 

—Resident, see Gray, George. 

Malgtaari (revenue assessment), 369, 370. 
Malicieux (Fr. frigate), 23. 

Mallagan,-, refused commission, 36. 

Malmal (muslin), 461; see also Doria- 
Manderville, George, member of China 
Council, 56, 230. 

Manila (Manilha), Philippine Islands, 
captured, 218-9, 227, 472; recruits for, 
499. 

Manipur (Meckley, Moneypom*), deta¬ 
chment recalled, xxviii, 524, 548; help 
to Raja, 441-2. 

Manning, Lt.-, sent back to England, 

425. 

Manningham, Charles, ex-member of 
F. W. Board, dismissed, 71. 

Manship, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 157, 
176-7, 206, 211-2, 217-8 , 246. 

Mapletoft, Mrs Sarah, bond, 40, 311; 

pension, 89, 197, 308-1. 

Maratbas (Marhattas, Marottas, Morattas, 
Morattoes, Morrattaa), the, 547; 
incursions into Bengal, 262; proclaim 
Shah Alam as emperor, 273; ravage 
Mindnapore, 330-1; trouble Balasore 
factory, 333; retreat to Cuttack, 350; 
Shiya-Shah Alam campaign against, 
473, 583; defeat Salabat Jang, 537; 
see also ^ivram Bbat Sathe. 

Marchant (Merdtant), Capt. Willoughby, 
of the Oteste^eld, 73; dies, 436. 

Mwine Depsutment, to be reformed, 15; 

question of payment to crew, 99-100. 
Marine Society, 540. 

Marine Stores, 18, 182; see also Anchors; 

. Naval Sttnes. 

Marriott, Randolph, member of Chittagong 
Council, 271, 308; membor of F. W. 
Board* 44^ to nqp>tiate with Shqjaud- 
Daul^ 56e; and jtaum. 



Marriott, William, writer, 238. 

Marter, Gapt. William, of the Hotsendm, 

119. 

Martin, Gapt. Fleming, Principal Engineer, 

238 ^, 

Martin, S., of Fr. E. I. Goy, 423. 

MoraA/(throne), xv. 

Mason, Gapt. Charles, of the Stretham, 100. 

Massey, Robert, payment of bond to widow, 
142-3, 311, 345, 449. 

Master Attendant, allowance, 50; set also 
Barton, Gapt. James; Scott, Alexander. 

Masulipatam (Massulipatam, Mazuli- 
patam), Krishna Dist., Andhra Pradesh, 
xxxviii.xxxix, 37,80,207. 

Matthews, Gapt. John, 422; on leave, 447- 
8 ; death, 462. 

Maug, see Magha. 

Maugurah, see Magurali Pargana. 

Mauldah, Maulda, see Malda. 

Maidguzarif see Malguzari. 

Mound (unit of weight equalling lbs. 74-2/3), 
399. 

Mauritius .(Frencn Islands, Isle of Francr), 
Indian Ocean, xli, 51, 106, 390; dis¬ 
tressed condition of, 114; expedition 
to, 157, 390-1. 

Mauve, Lt John, 376. 

Maxwell, William, writer, 244. 

Mayor’s Court, xliv, 322, 323. 

Meard, Gapt. George, claims, 252. 

Meant, Gapt. Charles, of the Egment, 
10 , 162. 

Meckley,rM Manipur. 

Medicines, for Coy’s settlements, 20, 
182; quality, 286; shortage, 400; 
damaged, 461. 

Mednapoor, see Midnapore. 

Medway (H. M.ship), 7, 46, 227, 452, 461; 
dismasted, 331. 

Meer Jaffier, see J&tax Ali Khan. 

Merchant, see Marchant, Gapt. Willough¬ 
by. 

Mergui, Burma, timber from, 186. 

Mermaid (ship), 75, 390. 

Middleton, S. H., member of F. W. Board, 
551. 

Midnapore (Mednapoor, Midnapoor), 
Bengal, 271, 298; acquisition, xvii, 
270,278,292; revenues from, 193, 194, 
299,332,352, 371,405,406,443,547; 
ravaged by the Marathas, 330-1; invest¬ 
ment at, 350-1, 361; sasud for, 364. 

—Ohief of Factory, tee Johnstone, John; 
Burdett, John. 

Military Servants, set Army, Bengal. 

Military Store*, 75, 102; for Bengal, 18; 
-shortage, 19; indent eritieised, 184; of 

- King’s army, 216; detsdned at Madras, 
287; set mlsa Aams and Ammunition. 


MilAia, formatin of,xxxii,S29. 

Minerva (H. M. dtip), 78. 

Mint, Chdcutta, a^inistration, 16, 77-6, 
13?, 183-4,261,359-60,438; utensils for, 
235; difficulties re., 284,574; conditions 
of contract, 285; coiiu struck in Shah 
Alam’s name, 363; sanad for, 364; chuges 
of gold coinage, 383; sikkas re-coined, 
475; profit, 549. 

Mint Master, commission on coinage to, 
303,309,383; see also Beaumont, Amlm. 

Mir Jafar, see Jafar Ali Khan. 

Mir Qasim, see Qasim A1 iKhan. 

Mir Saidu, xvi. 

Miran (Ghhota Nawab, Chuta Nabob)* 
son of Mir Jafar, 275; and Shah Alam, 
xxxiv, XXXV, 117-8; death, xv-vi, 272, 
291. 

Mitchell,Ensign Henry, 307; dead, 376. 

Mitford,Gapt. John, of the Northumberland, 
228. 

Mocha, Arabia, coffee from, 64, 162. 

Mocomoco, Sumatra, 280. 

Mofiatt, Gapt. James, of the Laiham, 10, 
162. 

Molmgee, see Malangi. 

Moneypoor, see Manipur. 

Monghyr (Mongheer), Bihar, xix, xxiv, 
xxvii, xxviii, xxxii, 442, 524, 532; 
captrue effort, xxx, 537,564. 

Monro, see Munro, Maj. Hector. 

Monson, Maj. George, promoted Lt Col., 
37; appreciated, 68; allowances, 97; 
battalion of, 125-6, 164, 378. 

Moonchey, Moonshey, see Mimshi, 

Moors Languages, MS Hindustani Language. 

Moorshedabad, see Murshidabad. 

Moracin, Leon, 249; note on, 579. 

Morattas, Morattoes, Morrattas, see Mara- 
dias. 

More, Rev. John, Chaplain, 399, 422; 
dismissed, 88, 169; reinstatement, 196, 
375. 

Morris, Lt Col. Stuart (Staats) Long, 
commander of Highlsmders, 48, 49; 
arrival and allowances in India, 147; 
battalion of, 97, 125, 126, 164. 

Morrison, Gapt. Richard, of the Harcourt, 
106. 

Morshedabad, Murshidabad. 

Mozambique, slaves from, 63. 

Muckle, Gapt. ——of King’s Train, 60. 

Muga Siih (coarse qutdity manufactured 
in Assam), 50. 

Miibammad Ali Beg (Mahomed Aly, 
Mahomed Aly beg), Fatydar Ufaib) o f 
Dacca, xxi, XXV, xxvL xxx, 483, 518-9; 
528; hostile acts, 462,488; note on, 583. 

Muhammad Ali Khan, Watmah, (Mnb- 
mud Allum Gawn, Mahmud 



Gown, Mahomed Alty Gawn), Naw& (^ 
Arcot( Carnatic), 79} Ft. recognitioA of, 
xxxix, xt, 208, 210; smad for, 364; 
note on, 574> 

MobanunadTaqi Khan (Mahomt d Tuckey 
Cawn), killed, xxix, ^26. 

Mtdmul,set Matnud. 

Munro (Monro), Mai. Hector, xxxi, 
48,49. 

Mwuhi (writer; secretary; teacher or 
interpreter of Persian and Hindustani), 
304, 333, 453, 454. 

Murshidabad (Moorshedabad, Morsbeda- 
bad, Murshudabad, Muxa^vad), h^aj, 
Yorke at, 272; attack from Shah. Aiam 
averted, 275; mint, 285; Mir Jafar heck¬ 
led by sepoys at, 291; captured by M^. 
Adams, 526; and passim. 

--Residentat,mWatts,William; Amphlett, 
Thomas; ttotings, Warren. 

Muxadaoad ^sbip), 421. 

Muzaffar Jang (Mustaferzing), xxxix, 207; 
note on, 578. 

Mynatt, Ensign William, 307; death, 375. 


Nabob, Nawab, see Ja&r Ali Khan-; 
<;^im Ali Khan. 

Jfaib (deputy), xvii, xxviii, xxx, xxxii, 
289, 485, 518, 528. 

Nairn, Gapt. Fasham, of the Lord Hollmd, 
228. 

Naime, Robert, of Fort Marlbro*, 153. 

Nancy (ketch), 471, 494, 539-40. 

Nasvy (snow), captured, 468, 470. 

Nandakumar (Nundcomar, NundecomaO, 
xxxii, 364; to bd confined, XXXiv, 453- 
4; arrested, 326; warned, 345. 

Natal, Sumatra, 451; restoration, xl, 209, 
213, 215. 

Naubat Rat (Nobut Roy), Riqa, N<idb 
at Patna, xxi, 485, 486, 584. 

Naval Stores, 58, 75; for H. M. Squadron, 
164; detained at Madras, 287; need fbr, 
543 ; set also Marine Stores. 

Navigation, Russian trainees in, 217-8. 

Navy, see His Mi^esty’s Squadron. 

Neabut, see Niabtd. 

Neale,- ^ of artillery. 580. 

Nedrick, Lt Paul, 92, 877, 380. 

N^patam, Tai^re Dist., Madraf, 24. 

Ne^ais, see Haihgyyi Island. 

N*pme l«hip\6, 10,11,159,161,162, 

166, 178,346,411-2, 508. 

Gapt. John} Stewntt, 

Neusts^ 

fpSKob 

WMItoi 

' Itew Rarj^riitas. 


NtweastU ^K. M. (dtip), 33'f. 

Newsome, Gapt. -, of the SmrtkSlA 

Castle, 7, 4b. 

Newton, Gapt. Charles, of the NsaigAlM^ 
109. 

Niabat (deputy governorship), 440. 

Nicholls, Ensign,-,-423. 

Nobut Roy, see Naubat Rai. 

Nollikins, Ensign John, to be Lt Fireworker, 
307; promoted Gapt. Lt, 376; 

promoted Gapt., 422. 

Norfolk (Coy’s ship), of 499 tons, 10^ 11, 
13, 16,47, 161,227,230,332,411,412. 

—Gapt., see Bonham, Gapt. Pinson; 
Sandys, Gapt. John. 

Norfolk \H. M. jhip),4,7,46-7. 

Norfolk (ship), of 600 tons, 57, 73, 74,101, 
102, 105, 108, 416, 423, 432; delay in 
unloading, 435-6; sold, 436. 

—Gapt., see McConohie, Gapt. James. 

Norris, William, member of Fort Marlhro* 
Council, 55. 

Northumberland (ship), 228,230. 

Nooemberband (silk from cocoons reared in 
winter from November to February), 50, 

Nundcomar, Nundecomar, see Nandaku¬ 
mar. 


Oakes, —, of Cossimbazar Council, 
imprisoned, 524; killed, 550. 

Off-reckonings (allowance given to BritMl 
officers from money set apart annually 
for men’s clothing), 378. 

O’hara, Charles, Sub-Treasurer, 286; 
death, 305. 

O’hara, GefiKe, commander of die Fed* 
mouth, 162. 

Old Nabob, see Jaiar Ali Khan. 

Omichaund, see Aminchand. 

Onslow (ship), 4, 10, 12, 115, 271, 274, 
280-1, 288-9; damped, 3, 11. 

—Gapt., see Hinde, Gapt. Thomas. 

Opal (Fr. frigate), 23. 

Opium, xxi, XXV, 485,494; Goy’s moncmafy 
tn Sumatra, 19,. 36, 282, 287, 
McGwire’s attempt at monopdy in 
Patna, 197; Dutch trade, 451, 473, 556, 
557. 


Ordtpuice, see hfiliu^ Stores. 

Opasa (Orix^, M^tha Governor o^ 
j«e S^vrai^ wat.Sathe. 


Qsftrl&Jshh), 56-7,355. 397-8, 432. 440, 
47l^!,492;W7,509-10.529,538*9, 


558-9. 563; attacked, 351. 


546, 


—CapL, set Viaetat, Qqit. Btedazktfc. 
Henry, 375. 

Oudh Nidin, m Vdbua NuUkh. 

169, 115^39^ aSipiMtari 



PaBIAR, Daniel, oulet, 5. 

Pagoda, eschaage rate, xliv, 74,14Ci, 322. 

Pahlwan Singh (Pulwan Singh), zonandar 
of Shahabw, xxxiv, 276; note on, 582. 

Palk, Robert, Second in Council, Madras, 
65; niAniber of Madras ^lect Committee, 
86 . 

Palk, Robert, writer, 126. 

Palliere, ——, Fr. commodore, 469, 475. 

Palmer, Harry, writer, 167. 

Palmer, Henry, Chief of China CounciU 
56. 

Panther (H. M. ship), 4, 7,46.7; dismasted, 
331. 

Pmgana (tract of country comprising several 
^n^ages), 26,27, 254,298,326. 

Paris, Treaty of, execution and implementa¬ 
tion, xxxviii-rii, 159-60, 206-10, 212-5. 

Parker, Capt. -, of the K.M. sh4> 

Norfolk, 7, 46. 

Parry, Lt Fireworker PhiUip Hamilton, 
377. 

Parry, Lt Richard, 376. 

Parry, Rev. William, 462. 

Parslow, Gol. ——, regiment of,, 97. 

Partington, Capt. Watkin, 109. 

Parwana (order, grant or letter under royal 
seal; license or pass), 23 , 254, 271, 272, 
291,473,486. 

Patna, Bihar, xvii, xix, xxxiv, xxxviii, 207, 
275, 324; Barhanna gate, xx, 484, 564; 
troubles with MirQasim, xxiv, xxv-vi', 
xxvii-viii, 482 , 487-9, 499, 510, 511, 
516, 517, 518, 520, 521, 544, 584; city 
attacked by Ellis, xxviii, 531; recaptuied, 
XXX, 564; massacre at, xxx-ii, 550-1,564-5; 
and Shah Ajam, xxxv, 24, 25i, 

189; 328-9; saltpetre trade, 254, 28^ 
361; troops at, 293, 294; money for, 
333; eoppenfoei363;investraentat,438; 
ganj, 482, 484-5; abandoned, 523, 584; 
couxKillors inmrisoned, 524; MirQasina 
retreats to, surgeons at, 553, 

—Chief of Factory, allowance, 3,75; 
procedure for settling differences between 
Field Officer and, 486; m also Amyatt, 
Peter; McGwire,William; Ellis, William; 
Batson^ Stanlake. 

—vMtik at, m Naubat Rai. 

^Okmar (kind of swift sailing vessel)*, 411. 

Patton (advance of money for manufactur¬ 
ing any article), 288. 

Pattani (goods m anu f actured to ordet), 289. 
RsCgt Tmder (•b4>), 284. 

Pausha- (month in Hindu calendar corres¬ 
pond^ to December-January), 290. 

Ptiuce, Capt. Thoma?, of tibo Earl of AA- 
Immham, 110,120, 125» 494. 

PearimSk Paul Richned. frauds;, 21, 30- 
4;, <|mE^d,87;deatb, 3U, 

Peaab^paivata msfe in, 70. 

penons Thomas, eadot; 66^ Ensign, 446. 


Bsgu, Burma, timber frosty 186, 190. 

Propea-, 5, 13, 62, 113, 135, 166, 249-5I> 
260-1, 282, 287. 

Pergunnah, see Pargana. 

Ptrpets (kind of blue serge), 21; no demand^ 
358, 400, 437, 541-2. 

Perrin’s Gardens, north of Calcutta, gun¬ 
powder works at, 252, 359,428; note on» 
579. 

Perry, Capt. Ambrose, 376. 

Persian Languue study by Coy’s servants 
encouraged, 304-5. 

Persian Translator, allowances, 139, 304; 
see also Lushington, H.; Rogers, Charles; 
Vaasittart, George. 

PerwantuA, ace Parwana, 

Peshkash (offering or tribute paid to superior 
man or government), xxxvii, 189, %4. 

Petrus, Khwajah (Cega Petruse, Coza 
Petrus), suspected, 429, 454, 490, 520. 

Phalguna (month in Hindu calendar cor¬ 
responding to Februar)'-hforch),. 290. 

Philippine Islands, 218rS, 452; see almr 
Manila. 

Phirmam, Phmrumd, see Patman. 

Phousdar, see Faujdar. 

Pickeriag, Ensign John, 307; Lt, 499. 

Piece-goods, for various settlements, 233; 
traefe in, 2-36; from Lakshmipur, 363; 
see also AUofmsi Bqfiaes Callifiate$,g 
Putcaes. 

Pien, Maj. WilUun, 971. 

Pigot (ship), 179,211,510,538-9. 

Pigot, George, OwcEnor of Madras, 6S; 
member of Madras Select Committee, 
86 . 

Figou, Frederick, Director- of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52, 53, 70-1, 100, 105, 107^ 

U8, 128, 130, 15B, 155, 219, 225^ 
246. 

Pigou, Capt. Peter, 162; of the Royal Duko,, 
ro, 288; of the British King, 217. 

Ptlmor, Lt--^,atFortMarilM>o’, prisooarn 

380. 

Pilots, seed' fer, 383, 436.-7, 540; regula¬ 
tion of service, 424-5. 

Pimtes, trial of, xliv, 97, lOQ, 102. 

PueuA, see Patbbuh. 

Pitch, for Bengal, 76. 

Pitt (ship), W, 57, 61, 72, 97, 161, 178. 
179; 224, 226, 333, 411, 412, 538. 

—Capt., su Jackson, Capt. Joseph. 

Pitt, William,. Prima- Minuter of Great 
IMtain, 32. 

Plaisted, Bartholomew, surveyor and asst 
engineer, i36, 399; to be transferred to 
Bomliw,, 34; bonds; 39^46; Stil; eulm* 
lion of iwvjqp •ndmUouMucoo 
survey of Cffittagong, 3>10, Swl. 407, 
552 . 

Fl a m y (kcbooaei^, 479,93f . 



Pltusn {$hip), 57, 72,77,97, 101,108, 161, 
162, 178, 187,232,353-S, 383, 397, 398, 
412, 508, 510. 

Playdell, Charles Stafford, memtxsr of F.W, 
Board, dismissed, 71, 72, 374; reinstated, 
174-5, 245. 


Plendcrleath, William, surgeon, appoint¬ 
ment, 375; drowned, 422. 

Plowman, Henry, 555. 

Poeock (ship), 109, 115, 162, 163, 178. 

—Capt., su Hooke, Beqjamin. 

Pocock, Admiral Sir Geroge, 7, 46, 150; 
engagement against d’Ache, 51; returns 
to England, 54. 

Polier, Lt Anthony, 376; Capt. Lt. in 
charge of Fort William fortification, 
445; praised, 550. 

Pondicherry, xxxiv, 51, 125; siege of 
69, 103, 107, 272, 274, 276, 283, 294, 
324, 575-6; captured, xxxvii, 108, 111, 
112, 131, 329, 331, 347; restoration, 
xxxviii, xxxix, 207. 

Poos, see Pauska. 

Pork, 235; for Sumatra, 125, 234. 

Portland (H, M. man-of-war), 115, 117. 

Portugal, treaty of Paris signed by, xxxviii, 
206,212. 

Portuguese, the; 302; restitution for, 367, 
451. 


Pouet, Marquis De, Fr. commander, 259. 

Pound Sterling, exchange rate, xliv, 39, 
146, 151, 256, 263, 312, 333, 336, 348, 
384, 385, 392, 394, 401, 408, 409, 412, 
426,455,456,459,463,464. 

Percious Stones, 70; sm also Diamonds; 
Jewels. 

Preston, Richard, member of Fort Marl- 
bro' Council, 55. 

Price, Richard, 452. 

Price, William Andrew, member of Bom¬ 
bay Council, 224. 

Prichard, John James, cadet, 127; Ensign, 
476. 

Princt Edward (ship), 6, 9, 10, 11. 12 17, 
48,51, 156, 161, 187, 271,280,281,282, 
286, 289, 3‘r7, 355, 397, 421; lost, 440. 

—Capt., see Haldane, Capt. James. 

Prince George (ship), 21, 22, 56, 57, 161, 
287,355,397,411, 412; payment to crew, 
99-100. 


—Capt., su Rous, Capt. Andrew. 

Prime Henry (packet slo<^), 54, 57; question 
of command, 232. 

—Capt., see Hague, Capt. Thomas! 
Reynolds, Capt. Bmjanun. 
rinM A!mi|7(ship),56,161, 411,412. 
--^>pt., su Haggis, Capt. Chsurlei. 

Prinu WaUs (ship), 110, 226, 471. 

Capt., MS'Baddison,. Capt. Thomas. 


Principal Engineer, member of Fort William 
defence committee, 85; su aUo Aaophlelt, 
Thomas; Martin, Capt. Flenung. 

Prisoners of War, 15, 81, 131, 153, 201-2, 
215, 283, 345, 349, 357-8, 392, 400, 
425-6, 437, 455, 463, 469, 470,475,493, 
500, 511, 556; with Mir Qasim, 527-8, 
532, 537, 550, 564-5, 566. 

Prize Ships, need for documents re., 75. 

Protector (ship), 331. 

Prussians, the, xxxvii, 180-1, 356-7. 

Public Department, separated from Secret 
Dept. 547, 555. 

—Sub-Secretary, see Case, Samuel Bar¬ 
tholomew. 

Public Works, question of raising money 
for, xlv, 204-5,407, 558. 

Pulwansingh, su Pahlwan Singh. 

Putgunnah, see Pargana. 

Purgunnahs, j« Twenty-four Pargans. 

Purling, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 
219, 225, 246. 

Purling, Capt. John, of the Heptane, 10. 

Pumea, Bihar, saltpetre from, 22, 188, 
289,362,407,425,545. 

—Nawab, see Khadim Husain Khan. 

Purnell, Thomas, dues, 311, 449. 

Purwannah, see Parwana. 

Putcaes (kind of piecegoods), 363. 

Putn^, sec Pattani. 

Putten, see Pattan, 

Pylus, John, member of Madras Council, 
65. 


QamAR Ali (Comar Ally), seized, xxi, 
483. 

Qasid (courier or messenger), xxvi, 520. 

Qasim Ali Khan (Cassim Aly Cawn, Cos- 
siem Ally Cawn, Cossim Ally Cawn), in¬ 
stallation as Nawab and treaty with Coy 
xvi-vii, 270, 272, 292-3, 309; relations 
with Ramnarayan, xvii-viii, 170-1; grants 
mint privileges, xvii, 285; conflict with 
Coy re. private inland trade, xviii, xix- 
XX, xxi-ii, 300,461-2,473-4,482-5,487-9, 
584; suspects Coy of procuring Diwani, 
x.'iu.xxxvi, 364,365; Court urgesfriendly 
relations with, xix, 81, 223, 2^-5; Hast¬ 
ings’ mission to, xix, 223, 421, 440-1; 
hostile acts at Patna, xxv, 482,487- 
9; exempts ail trade from duties, xxi, 
486-7; Amyatt-Kay misiion to, xxii- 
iii, xxiv, 484-5, 487-90, 505, 515-8; 
Vansittart's views on, xriii, 507, 531; 
imprisons Jagat Seths, xxiv-v, 516-7; 
hostilities witfi Coy, xxv-vi, 513, 519- 
20; commencement of war with, xxvii, 
' 515, 520-1; proaecutioa of war aigainit, 
xxviii, xxix, 526-7, 564; prisomn of 
war and their masmere, xxix-«3t, 
xxx-i, 527-8, 532, 537, 550, 564-5; 
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flees Bengal, xx-i, 563, 566; and Shah 
Alam, X30CV, 109, 364, 442, 473; fulfila 
financial obligations, 189, 293>5, 366^, 
4M, 442-3; ca^xire of Birbhum, 327; 
Biaram suspected of intrines with, 
454; demands restoration of ceded dis¬ 
tricts, 576; and passism. 

Qflul (agreement, contract, declaration), 
96. 

Qist (instalment; portion of annual asrtti- 
ment to be paid at specified period) 
330. 

Qjstbandi (fixed periodical payments of 
revenue or of a debt), 262, 298, 333, 
367, 370. 

Quarter Sessions, discretionary powers for, 
xliv, 424. 

Queenboroughs (H.M. ship), 331. 

Quick Stock, 38; note on, 572. 

QuickC, Capt. Andrew, of the Sandwich, 
10, 32; misconduct, 131, 283; of the 
Deooaihira, 228-9. 


RaDHAKRISHNA Malik (Radakissen 
Mullick), 444-5. 

Radhanagar (Radnagar), Midnapore Dist.> 
Bengal, raw silk from, 253-4. 

itai^ayan (finance minister and treasurer 
of Nawab of Bengal), 290-1, 294, 333, 
369. 

Rajaballabh (Ragebullub), Pfaib of Bihar, 
xvi, xxxii, 365, 583. 

Ramcharan (Ramchum), bania o£ Vansit- 
tart, enquiry against, xxxiii-V, 419-20, 
453. 

Ramnaravan (Ramnarain, Ramnarrain)* 
Pfnib of Bihar, supported by Coy, xvii, 
xviii, 81; dismissal, xxxii-iii, 170-1, 
365; defeated bv Shah Alam, xxxiv, 
275. 

Ramnidhi (Ramneddy), 444-5. 

Ramsey, Capt. William, of the Spudwell, 
468. 

Rangafala(Rangafullah), 24-Parganas Dist., 
418. 

Rangamati (Rangamutty), Chittagong Dist., 
Bengal, xx, 474. 

— Fatfidar, jie Jalal Bukhari, Sayyid. 

Rangpur (Rungpour), Bengal, xx, 474; 
Resident at, 483. 

Raper, John, bricklayer, 308. 

Raw SUk, investment, 236,253-4,363,440; 
improved by Wilder, 289. 

ftawana (passport authorising goods to 
pass without payment of further duty), 
XX, 482. 

Raymond, John, Director of E. I. Coy, 
8, 52, 70, 100. 

Records, 365; maftitenance, 9S-fi, 350; 

commercial and political transacdons 
-ssparslely g eogs d ed, 547, 555; rk. the 
Dutch, 557. 


Redwood, 236,274,398-9; shortage, 36S. 

Reed, Marson, to be Lt Fireworker, 476. 

Rei^trar of Dastah, lee under Dasiaks. 

Reinhardt, Walter (popularly Sombre or 
Samru), xxx-i, 565. 

Rents and Revenues, commission to Bengal 
Governor on, xlvi, 84,98, 196,222, 374, 
549; of 24-Parganas, 26-7, 83-4, 298. 
417-8, 548; Court’s views re., 136;-of 
Burdwan, Chittagong and Midnapore, 
192-3, 194, 298-9, 330, 332, 352, 369- 
72 , 405-6, 443, 547-8; from salt, 444, 
548; estimated receipts, 472; set also 
Customs and Excise; Dastaks; Diwanis 
Kharijuri Pargana; Trade. 

RssHMwn (ship), law-suit, xliv, 146,205, 
253,322-3,558; seized, 15. 

—Capt., sss Durand, Capt. John. 

Restitution Fund, settlement of claims 
and disbursement, 41, 42, 45, 93-4, 

H3-5, 190, 251-2, 255, 261, 325-6, 333, 
367, 450-1, 580. 

Revell, Henry, member of China Council, 
163. 

Revenues, su Rents and Revenues. 

Reynolds, Capt. Benjamin, of the sloop 
Prtnc<H«niy,232. 

Rice, for Madras, 250; for Navy, 347; 
for Sumatra, 360; dearness, 361; duty 
on, 371. 

Richardson, George, commander of a 
ship, 162. 

Rkhnumd (ship), 411, 412. 

Riddell, Capt. Thomas, 110. 

Rider, Jacob, writer, 167. 

Rider, William, killed, 89. 

Ridley, Thomas, writer, 238. 

Rippon (man-of-war), 54. 

Rixtel, Alexander Van, writer, 167. 

Roberts, Robert, cadet, 5; Ensign, 376. 

Roberts, Capt. William, of the Princs of 
Wales, 110. 

Robertson, Capt. Thomas, dead, 375. 

Roch (Roach), Capt. Edward, of the 
Port Witliom, 244; dues, 311,449. 

Roche, John R., cadet, 66. 

Roche, Lt Morris, 376. 

Roddam, Capt. Collingwood, of the 
Godolphin, 233, 430,433-5,460;appoint¬ 
ment, 414-5. 

Rogers, Charles, 444; Fenian Translator, 
139, 304; Resident of Cuttack, 249. 

Refers, Capt. W., of the Houghton, 466-7. 

Rohtasgarh (Rotas), Shahabad Dist., 
Bihar, xxx, 528, 564. 

Rodee, Giles, Director of E. I. Coy, 4,8, 
52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 105, 107, 116, 118, 
128,130,150,155,219,225,246. 

Rooke, WUliam, writer, 238. 

Round, William, writer, imprisoned, 524 
kiUed, 551. 



Cifpfc Andrew, of the frvm 

O'J • 

R^, Thomu, Dy Ch»in>«n of £. I. 
<^y. 52, 53, 70, 71, lOQ, 105. 107, IIQ. 

130, 150, 155; hfmbcr of Secret 
Oimmittee, 52, 54, 101, 109, 155, 157, 
162; CbBinnan, 155, 157, 159, 160, 
175, 176, 177, 206, 211, 212, 217, 218; 
conunisraFy to the Dutch, 191. 

Ri^ Capt. Thomas, of the Britannia, 

no, 121. 

Rous, William, member of China Council 
Rendent at Canton, 56, 116, 163, 

Bowana, see Jiawana. 

Rw Dullub, Roydo<dub,Roydullab, proper* 
ly Raidurlabh-* set Durlabhram Shfobuidra* 

Bo^l Captain (ship), 105, 226, 412, 432, 
440- 

Boyal Charlotta (ship), 120, 161,226. 

(ship). 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 108, 
271, 274, 281, 289, 327, 347; illicit 
trade aboard, 288. 

—Capt., set Ptgou, Capt. Peter. 

^“***P^» 96. 250, 

^^6* .“*92. 300, 515, 
Q Court’s instr^tions re., 

62-3; reward to c^ew, 75; damaged, 
506, 508, 509; settlement of accounts 
and cargo, 513, 539. 

•—Capt,, sea Sfcottowe, Capt. ^hol. 

Roproyan, see Rai-n^an. 

Rumbold, Thomas, factor, rank, 31; 
^raber of Chittagong' CouqcO, 271, 

Rungpoor, Rungpour, staRaagpur. 

Rupee, exchange rate with £, 146. 

•“Aiwt, assay, 183; to be coined in 
Calcutta mint, 285; exchange sate with 
current rupee, 379. 

—Boinbay, exchange ratp with pagoda, 74. 
—Calcutta Sikka, licence re., xvii, 270; 
fatluyem circulation, 284-5,475. 

—C>yrent, exchange rate with £, 39. 

2^. 263, 312, 353, 336, 348^ 5^4, 385, 
392, 394, 401, 408, 409, 412, 426, 455. 
456, 459, 463, 464; exchange rate with 
Arcot rupee, 379. 

(w»i|thing about 170 graina), 

88y 47‘1 * 

-r-Mucshi^bad, Sikka, Coy permitted to 
com ip Calcutta mint, 285*, 

^'Afatrat (rupee which has heOa cweak 
ntnre than a year), pi^ulfrity oi^ 284.. 

—J ittfa ( silver current^ of kmn of Dt&i 
hdcnted Iv other p am o e a and eventuatty 
hir ^ I. Coy), assay, 163; coined in 
Coy’s mmkr 26>H»stampiag, 303. 

Rim, saltttotee .4hAn, 22>^aa«a( i 
front, 21^ 

lol, 102; note on, 5i^ 


SAHMS, oenvicMd, 424. 

Sage, Isaac, writer, 167, 380.448. 

SL Annt (ship), 25. 

$(.. Helena Island, stores frr, 4, 249, 
250, 3,46, 384, 392, 401, 407, 426, 455, 
463, 476, 500, 559; recruits for, 5, 35; 
ship for, 227. 

St. Luc (Fr. ship), 8. 

Sa^abat Jang (Salabat Zing), ruler of 
Hyderabad, xxxix, xl, 207, 208, 210; 
defeated by the Marathas, 537; note 
on, 578. 

Sallow, cultivation o^ 359,423. 

Salt, private trade by Coy’s servants and 
question of duty on, xviii, xx, xxi, 
xxvii, 28, 139, 474, 482 , 525, 532; 
farming in 24-Pai:ganas, 418, 444, 548. 
Saltpetre, xxii, xxv, 12, 64, 78, 133, 
249, 260, 274, 345, 347, 397, 398; 
460; quality and refining of, 22, 182, 
188, 289, 407, 425, 545; Coy’s exclusive 
parwana and the Dutch, 23, 148-9, 154, 
254, 362, 452, 473, 496-7, 511, 556, 

557,571; frauds by Pcarkes, 87;mvest» 
ment, 165, 187, 236., 288; for Bcmibay 
and Madras, 229-230, 250, 251, 289, 
354, 390, 439, 492; not to be freighted 
on private ships, 252; shortage, 432. 
543-4, 546. 

Samru, ras Reinhardt, Walter. 

Samson, Capt. Brook, of the Hardwkkt, 
15,110,256,491,496. 

Sanad (deed of grant by Govt of ofiEke, 

Jla»Ae«:A^ip), 6, 9. 10, 11, 12, 17, 32, 
48,119.271,281,286,289,356. 

—Capt,, St Qpicke, Capt. Andrew. 

Sandys, Capt., John, of the Jforfolk, 227. 
Sandys, Thomas, member of China Coun¬ 
cil, 56. 

Sanwat Rupee, see Rupee, Sanwat. 

Saekar (government), 291. 

Sana/ (money changer, hanker), 285. 
Savage, Henry, Director of E.I. Coy, 
52-3, 70, 100, 130, 150, 155, 156, 159. 
160, 175, 177,206, 

Saum, see Shravan. 

Sawad (a lord, claiming descent from, 
Muhammad), 118. 

Scale, James, dead, 375. 

Schooners, construction of, 436. 

Schoonhoven Thkaon Voq, Ctttch Com** 
misspiy, 191. 

Scindy*^^ jDs Sin4., 

Scotland, Ensign William, 307; Lt, 499. 

Si^^—» ftMttoKsiAFgrtk pnisoMc^ 

**■*“*• 



8fc(^f C!*pt< William, of ttie 
of me GtHtnJ Lauramf, 57,75. 

Scottnoy, Capt. Bryan, reinstated, 127. 

Scrafton, Liike, ex>member of F. W. 
Board, xxxiii, xxxiv, 94, SOJ, 420} 
note on, 375. 

Sea Coal, indent for, 425. 

Sea Custom House, building for, 297. 

Sea-Custom-Master, jurisdiction, 21; 
perquisites, 309. 

SaarHom (H.M. ship), 54, 65, 108, 468, 
475; attackedi 9& 

—Capt., see Wcdderburne, Capt. Henry. 

Seals, instructions re., 195. 

^men, form artillery detachment, 
xxxii, 529, 530; gratuity for, 252. 

Seats, resJagat Seths. 

Secret Committee of Court of Directors, 
see Court of Directors, Secret Committee. 

Secret Department, separated from Public 
Dept, 547, 555. 

Secretaries, to be trained in India, 33. 

■SSeer (unit of weight with wide variations), 
399. 

Seid, see Sayyad. 

Select Committee, see Fort William Board, 
Select Committee. 

Senipr, A. W., to be member of Dacca 
Council, 373; Chief of Obssindsazar 
factory and member of F. W. Board, 
551. 

Sepoys, strength to be reduced, 255. 

Serampore (Sirampote), Kooghly Dist., 
Bengal, Danish factc^ at, xli, 497>fi, 
506-1; relief to Fc. families at, 368. 


Sesvum, £.1. Coy's, to be checked iiroip 
sending out information to England, re. 
Coy's afiairs, xlv-vi, 32, 141-2, 448; ex¬ 
ecution of covenant, xlvii,3l, 167-8,552; 
to give a year’s notice for quitting service, 
3dvit,33, 141, 309; to.be conversant wkh 
secretarisl and accounts wptk, 33; 
house.rent and odter allowances and 
perquisites, 42^ 84, 138, 308, 309;, rank 
on return from Airlough, 50; tiune qut of 
service tpreturnto England directly, 69r 
70; civil servants acting m military capac¬ 
ity, 89; responsible for their baniaa, 114, 
115; private trade and conflict with Mir 
Qasim, 139, 299-302,473-4,482-5,466- 
90, 545; reqovcr^ of debts from, 145-6j 
appointments, resignations, retirements, 
deuth, 169, 194-9, 344-5,374-5,446-9; 
9%-€; pau£^ of engineers, 198, 373^ 
study^of Persian encouraged, 304-5; su- 
perteaiitRUi to be nvmded, 3Q5; accounts, 
360-2; Vansittart urges ban on holding 
of farms, 535; list of, those tpassucred 
at Patna, 5S0«1; transtnisrion of privnte 
ftriunsn bfn 57S, 575; m aim AffPB 
Bengal; Gowaumted Seivgntsj Factors; 
Surgeons; VMteirit. 


Seven Years' War, prospects oT peacer 
xxxvii, 102-3, 104, 107, 113, 128^ 

proclamation of armistice, xxxviiir 
511; jsse/rs French, the; Paris, Treaty of. 
SCwan, see Sone Rivrr, 

Sewiurd, Richard, Director of E. 1. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52, 105, 107, 128, 130, 155, 157, 
159,160,175,206,211-2.217-9 225. 
•SAd/lesiui^tship), 106. 

Shah Alam (Shaw Aulum, Shawzada]^ 
Shazadda), with Shujaud-Daulah, xxxi, 
363-4,473, 565, 583; activities in Bihar 
and defeat, xxxiv-v, 24, 25, 116, 261, 
272, 275-6,328,331,572; plot to mur¬ 
der, xxxv-vi, 117-8,241-2, 447; quet>>. 
tion of maintenance, escort and enthrone¬ 
ment, xxxvi, 135-6,156,188,329,44.1, 
442; grants sanads to Coy and Mir 
Q,asim, xxxvi-vii, 189, 364, 577 r 

proclaimed as emperor, 117, 273; and 
passim, 

Shahjahanll, 117; note on, 576. 
Shalloons, 58. 

Sheeles, Thomas, writer, 167. 

Sheriff, of Calcutta, xliv, 424. 

Shewen, William, writer, 86,447. 

Shipoing, commandants to be confiiaaeA 
only by Court, xliv, 232; movements- 
etc., 3, 4, 6, 9-15, .54, 56-7, 64-5, 72-4> 
101-2, 105-6, 108-10, 112, 115-6, 119-22, 
129,149,150-2,156,161-3,166-7,178-81, 
211, 221, 224, 226-30, 249-50, 260^1^ 
271, 280-3, 332, 347, 353-6, 390-1, 

397-8, 405,411-2, 416, 432,437,460, 
466-7, 470-2, 491-4, 500, 506-10,. 

513-4, 538-40; China ships chased by 
thq Fr., 5, 9;. charte^arty tersia^ 59t60f 
rules for accommodating passengers, 60-1, 
357; Court's instructions re. the 
George, 62-3; private trade by comman¬ 
ders, 70, 181, 233; reward to crews for 
action against the Dutch, 75; commandext 
to be always aboard, 100; Spanish 
ports to be avoided, 129, 135; destina>> 
tions not to be altered, 131-2; cessation oT 
hostilities and, 158; ship-building, 131, 
180, 282, 356, 436, 539; versels. and' 
crew for river service, 180, 181; ships to 
avoid Batavia, 231; freighting of saltpetre 
on private ships, 252; arms brought by 
commanders, 324; delayed departure or 
the Godolphin, 429-31, 433-5; delay in 
i^oading, 435-6; measures of proteo 
tion against the Fr., 468-9; dispute with 
the EKttch re. the Susama Margar&a, 
494-6; question of delivering, iron, 499| 
enquiry into Vinpent-White diipute, 
540-1; see also Anchors; Cordage; Hir 
Maje^’s Squadron; Letters of Ma^ueft 
Pilots; Seamen. 

Sbivram Bhat Sathe (Soobabut), incuts, 
SMHH into Bengal, 262 ; note on, 581. 

(nulBth in Kiadu calendar «or- 
respan4usg toJuliy*Aufiui^, 2(90. 

Skr^, see iSsrrqfl 



Slii^^.paidah (Sbujab Dawla), Nawab 
ox Oudb, defeated at Buxar, xxod; 
app^ttnent u Vaair and support to 
seeks Cioy’s military 
o r Li against the Maratbas, 

♦73, 583; negotiations wth Coy, 565-6; 
m possession of Mir Qasim’g effects, 
566. 

Sieea Rupee, Sieeats, see Rupee, Sikka. 
SUhut, Sillet, see Sylhet. 

SU^ WUder’s services re., 2 3, 134; quality, 
50; investment, 438; jee Raw Silk. 

J- Brown, medical suppliers, 

<bU« 

Silver, 38; commission to Bengal Governor 
on, 138, 302; seeabo Treasure. 

S>^om ^3 Capt.—, of the Fath<-hlam, 

Sirajud-Daulah (Suraja Doula, Sur^a 
Doulet), Nawab of Bengal, 43-4. 
Sirampore, see Serampore. 

Sircar, see Sarkar. 

Skottowe, Capt. Nichol, of the Rmal 
George, 57, 492, 500, 508, 513, 529, 539. 
5/afcr (ship), 113. 

Slater, Capt. Gilbert, 109; resigns, 119. 

Sumatra from Madagascar. 
12,57,63,231,244. 

Patna, imprisoned, 

524; killed, 550. 

Culling (Cullen), censured, 21, 
311; member of F. W. Board, 71, 85, 
105, 303; Secy to F. W. Board, 304; 
Secy to Select Committee, 375; re¬ 
signation, 304, 375,400,446; and paxsim. 

®°^^>Jobn, member of Madras Council, 
6o • 

Sn^th, John, Chief Mate of the Earl 
Temple, 232. 

Smith, Capt. John, of thejDrote, 110. 
Smith, Maj. Joseph, 381. 

Nathaniel, of the ClirHon, 

lOy, 468. 

Smith, Richard, Director of E. I. Cov. 
5» 52. 53, 71, 100, 105, 107, 128, 
JJ0.gl50, 155, 157, 159-60, 175-6, 211-2, 

Smith, Robert (Richard), gunpowder 
maker, 20; death, 449. 

Simth (Smyth), Thomas, member of China 
Cornell and Resident at Canton, 56, 
116, 163, 230. 

gunpowder maker, 20, 
184-5, 438, 449, 500r544. 

Satith, ,Lt William, promoted, 499. 

Smith and Beaumont, dues, 311. 

of F. W. Board, 
71, 85, 105, 271, 275. 303, 327 

Approves ^s'Jafar's d^osiiion, xvli. 


Snell, William, Director of £. 1. Gojr, 
155, 157, 159-60, 175-6, 206, 211-2, 
217-9,225,246. 

Sombre, Somroo, ue Reinhardt, Walter. 

Sone River (Sewan), 331. 

Soobabut, see Shivram Bhat Sathe. 

Sooty, see Suti. 

Southby, W. H., Chief at Haingyyi Island, 
Ulled, 80,368. 

South-Sea Castle (ship), 7, 46. 

Spain, war with, xxxvii-viii, 128,129, 135, 
452, 453; treaty, xxxviii, 206, 212, 213, 
214; armistice, 158, 159. 

Speaker (flhip), 179,226. 

Spears, Capt.James, 262; courtmartialled, 
305-6. 

Speedwell (snow) captured, 468. 

Spelmaix, Capt. Henry, 306; rank, 198-9, 
377. 

(ship), 439. 

Spencer, John, member of Bombay Coun¬ 
cil, to be Chief of Patna factory, 223-4; 
to be member of Fort William Select 
Committee, 246. 

Spoils of War, Court on policy re., 80-1. 

Spunner (Spooner), Benjamin, cadet, 90; 
Qjuarter Master, 377; Cornet, 423; 
imprisoned, 524. 

Sputmer, John, cadet, 50,51. 

Staaden, D. Van, settlement of claims, 
190, 367, 450, 577. 

Stables, Ensign John, commended, 148, 
577; Lt, 448. 

States General, see Dutch, the. 

Stationery, 182, 359, 391, 400. 

Staveley, Rev. Samuel, chaplain at Fort 
William, 169, 383, 399; death, 462. 

Steel, for various settlements, 58, 125, 
163-4, 233-4. 

Steevens, Admiral Charles, 69, 104, 

274,276; appreciated, 68; note on, 573-4, 

Steevens, George, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52-3, 70-1, 100, 155, 157, 159, 
160,175-7,206,211-2,217-9-, 225. 

Stephanson, —, factor at Fort Marlbro’, 
prisoner, 380. 

Stephenson, Edward, writer, rank, 169. 

gtevens, Walton, factor, death, 305. 

Steward, Gabriel, commander of the 

Jffeptme, 162. 

Steward, Capt. George, 109. 

Stewart (ship), 113. 

Stewart, William, surgeon, 31-2; impri¬ 
soned, 524. 

Stormont (ship), 106, 109, 113, 250-1, 260j 
im6t, 119. 

Strelkam (ship), lost, 100,251. 

Stttart,-~*, Sub-Secy to Secret D^t, 555. 

Stuart, Charles, writer, 128, 447. 



Stuart, Ensign William, 307. 

Sturgeon, Lt Price, death, 306. 

Sub-Accc«nptant, preference in pro* 
motion to, 554>5: malso Dacres,P. M.; 
Harwell, Richard. 

Subah (short form of Sulahdar, i.e. viceroy), 
SM Ja&r AH Khan; Q^im Ali Khan. 

Subakdari (office of Subaahdar i.e. governor 
or viceroy), 278, 517. 

(Fr. frigate), 5l; captured, 113>4. 

5(icce»(slup), 244. 

Snffolk (ship), 109, 115. 

Sugar, 63. 

Sulivau, Laurence, Chairman of E.I. 
Coy, 52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 105, 107, 116, 
118, 128, 130, 150, 155; member of 

Secret Committee, 52, 54, 101, 109, 
219, 226; commissary to the Dutch, 191; 
Dy Chairman, 219,225,246. 

Sulivan (ship), 494. 

Sumatra, see Fort Marlbro’. 

Sumner, John, writer, 238. 

Sumner, William Brightwell, member 
of F. W. Board, 269, 271, 272, 275, 
277, 327; dismissed, 71-2, 374; reinsta¬ 
ted, 104-5; member of Select Com¬ 
mittee, 141, 309-10, 329; revenue 
administration of Burdwan, 192-3, 330, 
352, 369-70, 443, 547; leaves for Eng¬ 
land, 422. 

Sumners, Capt. Lt Henry, 376. 

Sunda, Straits of, 281. 

Swiderlmd (H.M. ship), lost, 331. 

Sumat, see Rupee, Smwat. 

Sunnud, see Sanad. 

Suraja Doula, Sur^a Doulet, see Sirajud- 
Dauiah. 

Surat, Gujarat, Fr. lodge at, xxxviii, 207; 
revenues, 112; cotton from, 354; note 
on,576. 

Surgeons, establishment, 425, 499-500, 
553-4. 

Surgical Instruments, 324. 

Surveyor, 34. » 

Susanna Margarita (Dutch ship), 494-6, 
557. 

Suti (Sooty), Murshidabad Dist., Bengal, 
battle of, xxix, 526-7. 

(schooner), 539. 

Swinton, Lt Archibald, 376. 

Swiss Company, in Bengal army, 92-3. 

Syed Buddie Gawn, Syed Budduil Cawn, 
see Badal Khan, Sayyid. 

Sykes, Francis, Chi^ of Gossimbaxar 
factory, 304; resumes duty, 169. 

Sylhet (Silhut, Sillet), Assam, xx, 474; 
rkiawmfram, xvii, 270,291. 

Sfrt* (snow), 4, 10, 11, 180; 356, 471, 
494,539. 

Gapt., JM Warner,GaptiThmoas. 


Taffeta (Taffaties), 46 i. 

Tajpur (Tadjipore), Pumea Dist., na0 
at, .rwAkbar Ali. 

Talbot (ship), 179. 

Tanjore, King of, xl,209. 

Tankhwah (assignment upon revenue), 262, 
289, 291, 442. 

Tanner, Capt. Nathaniel, 57, 64, 

Tapanuli (Tappanooly), Sumatra, 451; 
restoration of, xl,209,213,215. 

Tartar (sloop), 131,282,331. 

Tavistock (ship), damaged, 5, 9. 

Taxation, limited powers ofF. W. Board re., 
407; in Kharijuri Pargana, 418-9; 
re. salt, 444; see also Customs and 
Excise; Ground-rent. 

Tea, 121. 

Tellicherry, Malabar Dist., Kerala, 227 

Thomas, George, cadet, 142; Ensign, 476.’ 
Thomas,Thomas,memberofChlnaCouncil . 
116. * 

Thompson, Daniel, pilot, 508. 

Thomson, George, cadet, 90; Ensign, 
448. 

Thomson, Capt. George, of the Cdeutta, 
228, 229. 

Thomson, Joseph, cadet, 66. 

Thornton, William, Director of £. I. 
Coy, 4, 8, 52, 105, 116, 128. 130, 155, 
157, 160,175,206,211-2,217-9,225. 

Tierney,—, hostage with the Fr., 153. 

Tilakchand Rai, Raja of Burdwan, rela¬ 
tions with Coy, xxxiv, 298-9, 326, 
330, 454. 

Tilbuty (ship), 109, 119-120, 123, 226, 
432,463, 468-9. 

Timber, price, 180; from Burma, 186, 
190, 295, 360, 368; from Chittagong, 
186, 355, 361; transportation, 416, 
436. 

Tin, for various settlements, 20, 125, 
163, 233-4; from Malacca, 62; quality, 
132-3, 286,438. 

Tinker (Tinkee), Capt.—, of the Medway, 
7,46,227,452,461. 

Tinker, Commodore J. B., 557-8, 568. 

Tipping, George and Mary, 449-50. 

Tobacco, Jcvlii, xx, 28,474,532. 

Torin, Beiyamin, member of Chino 
Council and Resident in China, 116, 
163. 

Torreneau, Lt Charles, 377. 

Torriano, Hillary, member of Chinn 
Council, 56, 163. 

Torriano, Hillary Van Neck, writer, death, 
374. ^ ^ 

Tower of London (Tower), assays at, 
16, 77. 



Trade, abolition of duties by Mir Q,asim, 
xviii, xxi, Jtxiv, 486-7; F. W. Board’s 
assertion of rights re.,xx, 482; Vansittart’s 
views on regulation of, xx, 582-5,567-8; 
article in treaty with Mir Jafar re., 
xxvii, 525; affected by ^ah Alam’s 
incursions, xxxv. 

—^E.I.Goy’s, interruption by Mir Qasim’s 
officers, xix-xx, xxi, xxti, 461-2, 482-3; 
with China, xlv, 61-2; goods for various 
settlements, 57-8, 110-1, 163-5, 233-5; 
instructions to subordinate factories, 
481; indent not fully met, 542-3; 
see also Goal; Cloth; Copper; Customs 
and Excise; Exports; Investment; 
Iron; Lead; Opium; Pepper; Raw 
Silk; Saltpetre; Shipping; Silk; Steel; 
Tin; Woollen Goods. 

—French, decline, xli, 237. 

—Illicit, 288. 

—Private, by Coy’s servants, xviii, 139, 
473-4, 482-5, 486-90; F. W. Board’s 
defence of, xx, 299-302, 545; by com¬ 
manders of ships, 70, 181,233; in Opium 
with Sumatra, 287, 346; see also Dastaks. 

—Prussian, 356-7. 

Tranquebar (Danish ship), 106. 

Tranquebar, Tanjore Dist., Madras, 276, 

Translator, see Persian Translator. 

Treasure, 13, 3l2; for China and Fort 
Marlbro’, 15-6, 58-9, 111, 125, 164, 
166, 234, 236, 406, 414; bad packing, 
17; for Madras, 250, 282-4, 287-8; 
see also Gold; Silver. 

Treaty, with Mir Q,asim, xvi-xvii, 270» 
272,292-3, 309; with Mir Jafar, xxvi-vii» 
522, 525-6; of Paris, xxxviii-xli, 159-60, 
206-10, 212-5. 

Treranion, John, 307. 

Trincomali (Trincomally), Ceylon, 276. 

Jrttm (ship), 3, 10, 11, 13, 16, 161, 271, 
280-1,284,289, 356,411-2. 

—Capt., see Berkley, Capt. Charles; 

Harris, Capt. Chttrles. 

True Briton (ship), l05, 116, 226, 412, 
432, 440. 

Tryon, Capt. W., 106; of the Deptford, 
162; of the Denham,24B. 

TulHe, Ensign Isaac, appointment, 174, 
198; to be Lt at Madras, 243. 

Tullie, Timothy, Director of E.I. Coy, 
52-3, 70-1,100, 107, 116,118,128,130, 
150, 155, 157, 159, 160, 175-7, 206, 
211-2, 217-9, 225, 246; member of 
Secret Committee, 155, 157, 162. 

Tuncaa, see < Tmkhatdk, 

Turmeric, 269, 349. 

Turner, Charles, member of Madras Coun¬ 
cil; 65. 

Turner, John Wojpthififeton, «writer, 167, 

. 380; deatH,^H 

Turner, Capt. William, 376; death, 537. 


Tutenague, >63. 

Twenty-four Parganas (Calcutta ffer* 
gunnahs. New lands, Purguimahs), Ben¬ 
gal, revenue administratiem* j26-7, 
83-4, 196, 298, 326, 371, 372 , 417-8, 
443, 476, 548; sanad for, 3^4; sidt 

farming, 418, 444, 548; see also Kharijuri 
Pargana. 

Tyger (H.M. ship), 357. 


UdHUA Nullah (Ouda Nulla), Santal 
Parganas Dist., ^ngal, battle of, xxix, 
527, 564. 


VAlSHAKH(month in Hindu calendar 
corresponding to April-May), , 2S0. 

Valentine (ship), 109,115,150,163. 

Valiant (Fr.ship), 103. 

Van Rixtell,—, writer, 552. 

Van Staden, Van Staaden, see Staaden, 
D. Van. 

Vandewash, see Wandiwash. 

Vangreed, Lt John, death, 375. 

Vansittart (ship), 228. 

Vansittart, George, writer, 66,86; Persian 
Translator, 555. 

Vansittart, Henry, commended, xvii, 
27, 106; defends revolution in Bengal, 
xvii, 277-8, 324,326-7; against deman¬ 
ding Rs. 20 lakhs from Mir ^sim, xix, 
223, 421; visit to Monghyr, xix, 442; 
proposes regulation of private inWd 
trade, xix-xx, 474, 532-5; differences 
with majority of F. W. Board, xx, 
xxiii, XXV, xxvi, 477, 507, 531-4, 584; 
accused of private agreement with Mir 
Q,asim, xxii, 488; signs treaty with 
Mir Jafar, xxvii, 525-6; ctnnmission 
on revenues and other allowances, 

xlvi, 84, 98-9, 139, 196, 222, 279, 374, 
549; member of Select Committee, 3, 
4, 85, 245, 329; appointed President of 
F. W. Board and Governor of Beitgal, 
71,84,105,327; member df Fort William 
defence committee, 85; to attend to 
transmission of records, 96; ,assumes 
Goverhorsnip of Bengal, 277, ^3; 

residence and garden house for, 297, 
446; on taxes in Kharijuri Ptergena, 
418-9; returns to Cdlcutta, 473; gives 
one-year notice of retirement, 5D1, 504- 
5,512, 521, 536, 566; relatiqns .wijli 
Batson, 504,513,584; revises iusthictions 
to Hay & Amyati, 518-^; diifercncCB 
with Ellis and his party, 531: cminitms ib. 
Amyatt, Ellis ahd Mir jam, 582; 
on Select Comniittee, 535-6; vibm 
re. the Fr., 536-7; private tra^ by, 
'555; persuaded tP stay Smother y««r, 
563, 567; considers clash b^tMetpp^Coy 
and Nawab of Bengal inevitable, 567-8; 
and passbn. ‘ 
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-^fianiaof, sa Ramcharan. 

Velvets, 58. 

Vengeur{¥T. mau-.il'War), 452, 468-9. 

I^efltu(H. M.frigate), 103,135. 

Venus, observations to be made re. transit 
of, 54,65,382. 

Verclst, Harry, member of F. W. Board 
and Chief of Chittagong factory, 71, 
85,105,269,271,303, 308,352; revem^ 
administration of Chittagong, 193, 
299, 330; McGwire’s charge against, 
262; on treaty with Mir Q>^™> 
commended, 370; Manipur seeks help 
from, 441. 

Verelst, John, 89, 263. 

Victoria (snow), 283, 295; dismantled, 
332. 

Victualliiig Stores, 58, 164. 

Villianur (Villenour), south of Pondicherry, 
xJucix, 207. 

Vincent, Capt. Frederick, of the OsterUy, 
57, 157, 174, 351, 471-2; dispute with 
White, 540-1. 

Vizagapatam, Andhra Pradesh, 23. 

Vizianagram, Rsya of, Anandaraj 
I, Gajapati. 

Vlissengen (Dutch sh^i), 106,108. 

Wajid, Khwajah, 278. 

Waller, Samuel, member of F.W, Board, 
71, 85, 105, 271, 275, 303; resigns, 

344. 

Walpole (ship), 110, 120, 123, 126, 146, 
150, 432,460, 469-70; captured, 227, 
468. 

—Capt., see Fenner, Capt. Parson. 

Walter, Henry, writer, 238 . 

Walton, Bourchier, Director, of E. I. 
Coy, 4, 5, 8, 52-3, 71, 100, 105, 107, 
116, 118, 128, 130, 150, 155, 157, 159, 
160,175,176,211,212,217,218. 

Walton, John, member of China Council, 
116. 

Wandiwash (Vandewash), North Arcot 
Dist., Madras, 259. 

Ward, Capt. James, of the Ptassey, 57, 
162,353,398; commended, 15. 

Warner, Richard, Director of £. I. Coy, 
52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 105, 107, 116, 118, 
128, 130, 150, 155, 157, 159, 160, 175, 
176, 177, 206, 211, 212, 217, 218, 219, 
225, 246. 

Warner, Capt. Thomas, of the Syren, 10. 

Warren (ship), 10, 24, 34, 57, 72, 77, 97, 
101, 108, 161, 187, 353-4, 390-1, 397-8, 
405, 412, 414. 

—Capt., see Glover, Capt. Alphonsus; 
Scott, Capt. William. 

Warren, Lt Fireworker Isaac, 499. 


Wamiek (man-of-war), 78-9« 

Wanoick (ship), 6, 10, It, 47, 282. 

Waters, Thomas, Director of E. I. Coy, 
4, 5, 8, 52, 53, 70, 71, 100, 105, tO^ 
116, 118, 128, 130, 160, 155, 157, 160, 
175, 177, 206, 211,212,217, 218. 

Watkins, Ltjoseph, death, 447. 

Watson (ship), purchase, 14. 

Watson, Vice-Admiral Charle|H253, 289, 
325. W 

Watson(Wattson), Christopher, member 
of FortMarlbro’ Council, 55; prisoner, 
380. 

Watu, Hugh, Chief of RadhanagarEactory, 
253-4; Commissary General, 312; 
member of F. W. Board, 446; and passith. 

Watts, William, xxxiii, xxxiv, 36, 325.^ 
420, 557; Resident at Murshidabain 
551. M 

Webb, Capt. John, of the London, 10, 
228-9. 

Webb, Oliver Cromwell, Secy to Secret 
Committee, death, 374,375. 

Webber, William, Director of E. I. Coy, 
155, 157, 160, 175, 176, 177, 206, 211, 
212,217,218,219,225,246. 

Webber, Capt. William, of the Lord Clive, 
162, 221. 

Wedderburne, Capt. Henry, of the Sea- 
Horse, 468; commended, 475. 

Weights and Measures, 182, 399, 576. 

West Coast, i. c. West Coast of Sumatra, 
see Fort Marlbro’. 

Weston, William, writer, 167 

Whichcotc, Capt. George, 552. 

White,—, Chief Mate of the Osterley, 
540-1. 

White, Capt. Martin, 298, 330; resigns, 
376. 

White, Robert, member of China Council. 
56. 

Whyte, James Longford, writer, 167. 

Wilder, Richard, silk expert, 23, 134, 
289, 310; death, 363, 382. 

Wilding, LtBeiyamin, 423. 

Wilkinson, Ensign Abraham, 376; death, 
447. 

hfilliam (ship), captured, 439. 

Williams, Capt.John, of the A'ertor, 110. 

Williamson, George, payment of bonds, 
39, 311; Sub-Secy, commended, 305; 
Secy to F. W. Board, 375,477. 

Willow, cultivation of, 359, 423. 

Willson, Capt. G., of the Calcutta, 57, 
64. 

Wilmers, LtConrade, 377. 

Wilmot, Robert, writer, 238. 

Wilson, Lt Oaorgc,prisoner, xxviii, 523; 
resigns, 306; Capt., 376. 

Wincbells, William, Comet, 462. 
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WbHhelse* (ibip), 110, 121, 150, 221, 433, 
460,freighting of, 493. 

—Gapt., ste Howe, Gapt. Thomas. 

If'iiiisor (H. M. ship), 8. 

WhuUor {Coy*» ship;, 492. 

Wine, see Madeira Wine. 

Winklebeck, Ensign Theodore, killed, 
275, 306. 

Wintle, Thomas, of the ^ann, 

468, 

Winwood, Capt. Lt Ralph, 307; Gapt., 
376. 

Witts, Richard, writer, 167. 

Wollaston,—,factor, 522; , killed, 550. 

Wood, Francis, member of Canton Select 
Committee, 14; member of China 
Council, 56, 116. 

tVood, Richard, member of China Council, 
116. 

Woodward, Capt. Henry, 241. 

Woollen Goods, for Bengal, 6; abuses in 
trade, 21, 33-4: for China, 62; sale, 
183, 286, 358, 437. 

Woolwich, England, 185. 

Worcester (ship), 56-7, 161, 228, 230, 
355, 397,411-2. 

—Capt.,rM Hall, Capt. Richard. 

Wright, Blastus Godly, writer, 157. 


Writers, 31; inland trade, xviii, 168; 
apjiointments, 66, 126, 167, 238; exe¬ 
cution of covenants, 167-8,552; discipline, 
168; need for, 380. 

Wroe, Beryamin, to be cavalry cadet, 
243-4. 

Wyatt, Richard, member of Fort Marlbro^ 
Council, 31, 55. 


YanAM, Godavari Dist., Andhra Prad¬ 
esh, xxxviii, xl, 207, 210. 

2ar»io»tA (H. M.ship), 54. 

Tork (ship), 6, 10, 11, 161, 228-9, 346, 
354, 390, 397, 461,557. 

— C&pt.fSee Lascelles, Capt. Peter. 

Tork (man-of-war), 452. 

Yorke, Capt. Martin, 272, 295; action 
against Shah Alam and Birbhum raja, 
xxxiv-v, 276,298,327, 582; promoted as 
Brevet Major, 140,306; resigns, 392, 422 


^AMINDAR (landholder) jxxxiii, 289, 371. 
Zamindari (office and rights of a zamindar; 
tract of land constituting possessions oi a 
zamindar), 25, 290, 292, 298-9, 332, 
364, 371. 

Zemadaur, iee Jamadar. 
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